
Green Mountain Club
       MONTPELIER SECTION 
    Executive Committee Minutes

   January 8, 2020

Present: Steve Bailey, President and Treasurer; Ken Hertz, Vice President; Kevin Ryan,
Publicity Coordinator; John Buddington, Webmaster; Nancy Jordan, Trail Talk Editor;
Linda Trono, Membership Coordinator; George Longenecker, GMC Director; Andrew
Nuquist, Alternate GMC Director; and Phyllis Rubenstein, Secretary.

Absent:   Alan Paschell, Trails and Shelters Coordinator.

Steve called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. at the home of Andrew Nuquist. 

Old Business

The minutes from the meeting of October 10, 2019, were accepted as corrected at the
meeting.  Under president’s Report, Dumme State Park was corrected to Fort Dummer and
Ken’s name is omitted from the last line.

President’s Report

Steve reported that John Snell is the speaker for the membership meeting on January 23,
2020, and Sean Beckett, North Branch Nature Center Naturalist, is the speaker at the
membership meeting on March 25, 2020.  Both events are at 7 p.m. at the T.W. Wood
Gallery. There is a fee of $125 for Sean’s presentation.

The Main Club is publishing an article in the next issue of the LT News about suggested
road walks for mud season.  We discussed various walks and hikes in Central Vermont.

The Vermont History Museum is currently hosting an exhibit on the Long Trail.  March 14,
2020, is “Equipment Nostalgia Day.”  If you have interesting, old equipment or want to
volunteer at the Museum that afternoon, contact Steve.  

Winter Trail Days at the Main Club Headquarters in Waterbury Center is March 7, 2020.
If anyone wants to lead a hike or activity, contact Steve.

Wilderness First Aid training will be held at the Main Club Headquarters on April 2-3 and
June 20-21.  The cost for WFA training is $170 and an additional $40 for CPR certification.
George moved that the section approve to pay for up to 10 section members to be chosen
at the discretion of the president to attend either training.  Ken seconded the motion.  A
friendly amendment was proposed that the section members either be active trip leaders,
active participants in work hikes or others selected at the discretion of the president.
George accepted the amendment and it passed.

The annual meeting will be May 2, 2020, at Christ Church, which Ken has already
reserved.  We discussed possible speakers including Jeb Wallace Brodeur, Mark Lebar,
Audubon Society, and others.  Andrew offered to contact Jeb Wallace Brodeur.  If he is
unavailable, Nancy will contact Mark Lebar.  We discussed the various tasks that need to
be performed.  Kevin to see about getting coffee from Capital Grounds.  Ken will email the
list of tasks.  Phyllis will lead a hike in Hubbard Park before the meeting.



We discussed the creation of a Nominating Committee.  Cynthia is willing to serve and
Morgan has not yet responded.  Other possible members are Andrew and Charlene Bohl.
Positions which need to be filled are Membership Chairperson and Secretary.  We
discussed whether the bylaws permit Steve to run again for president.  Ken said Steve’s
running for president is consistent with the bylaws as stated but not as intended.

Vice President’s Report

Ken reported that all trips this year have been reported.
With respect to the annual meeting on May 2, 2020, Ken said officers cannot get awards
for leading the most trips.  Steve and Andrew both said that officers have received awards
in the past.  John said it is in the discretion of the vice president.  We discussed having
novel categories for prizes such as much unusual trip.  We agreed that Ken would provide
the list of trip leaders and participants.

Trail and Shelter Coordinator’s Report - No report.

Director’s Report - George reported that the recent Director’s meeting was the first one
without Jean Haig and that Michael Chernick is serving as a temporary director in her
place.  The annual meeting will be the week-end of June 13, 2020, at Sterling College.
The Main Club is looking to fill board positions.  There are a number of board members
from the Montpelier Section.   The Capital Campaign is still in the silent phase, when the
Club is trying to raise money from big donors.  There are currently 13 employees.
Investments are moving away from petroleum and fossil fuels.  The Club is working on
marketing, diversity, equity, and inclusion and trying to attract 25 to 40 year olds as
members.  George talked about planned trail work.

Publicity Coordinator’s Report

Kevin reviewed his publicity efforts, which are detailed in past minutes.  Phyllis noted that
the Times Argus has been featuring some of our activities on their events page with
photographs. 

Webmaster’s Report

John reported that there is a new domain host, which improved speed; however the new
host won’t forward email to all email addresses.  Emails which are bounced back from the
weekly events list sent out by Kevin are being forwarded manually by Ken.  Ken said we
can post photographs and videos on Facebook.  

Treasurer’s Report  - Steve reported that the total balance in our accounts is $4,200, which
is over 150% of our operating budget.  

Trail Talk Editor’s Report

Nancy said the next deadline for the March issue is  January 13, 2020. 

Membership Coordinator’s Report

Linda reported that in the last three months 9 members joined, 70 renewed, and 9
rejoined.  



Next meeting: The next section meeting will be on Thursday, April 16, 2020, at 7 p.m. at
the home of Steve and Heather Bailey.  

John moved to adjourn at about 9:15  p.m.  Nancy seconded the motion. The meeting was
adjourned and we enjoyed some socializing. 
 
Respectfully submitted on January 22, 2020,

Phyllis Rubenstein, Secretary


