
Green Mountain Club
Minutes of the Executive Committee

October 11, 2006

The Executive Committee met at Duncan Wilkie’s house, 30 Colonial Drive,
Montpelier on October 11, 2006.  Present were Executive Committee members Deb
Kirchwey, Duncan Wilkie, Nancy Jordan, Ann Burcroff, Mary Garcia, Priscilla Daggett,
Ken Hertz, Paul DeLuca  and Charlene Bohl. Absent were George Plumb and Dave
Blumenthal.  Ed Loewenten was present as a guest.  

A. Old Business

1. It was proposed that the revised minutes of the July 12, 2006 Executive
Committee be accepted.  The proposal was accepted.

B. It was proposed that the treasurer’s report be accepted.  The proposal was
accepted.

C. It was proposed that the membership coordinator’s report be accepted.  The
proposal was accepted.

D. Dave Blumenthal and Ken Hertz updated the group on the Taylor Series
Lecture. Dot Helling and Scott Skinner will speak Friday January 19, 2006 at
the chapel of Vermont College.  Dave Blumenthal will make a poster which
will be distributed by Deb Kirchwey (The Valley), Paul DeLuca (Barre),
DuncanWilkie (Montpelier and National Life), Ann (Montpelier) and Priscilla
(Montpelier). Ann Burcroff will be in charge of tickets.  Charlene Bohl and
Nancy Jordan will be in charge of obtaining and selling cookies/snacks.
Duncan will make a sign to be placed outside the venue, and Ken will e-mail a
reminder of the lecture to our e-mail list.  Paul, Duncan, Ann and Priscilla and
Charlene will also help with set up and clean up.

E. Duncan Wilkie updated the group on Trail Work and Shelter Issues. The
improvements at the Sterling Pond Shelter are almost finished, except for the
door on the storage area.  There is no news as to when Watson Camp will be
demolished.  Chainsaw training has gone well.  Paul DeLuca, Dave
Blumenthal, and Traven Leyshon are certified on levels 1 and 2, as well as
Bill Clark and Eric Seidel.  The section has purchased the proper safety
equipment.

F. There was a spirited discussion of trip participation. Vice President Paul
DeLuca reported that there are trips with no attendees, and felt that we needed
a better way to publicize our schedule.  The events are listed in Trail Talk, but
the Times-Argus only publicizes events in the local area.  Paul suggested a
generic one-page event schedule that could be distributed at health clubs,



outdoors store, and other places of interest.  

Ed Loewenten felt the group needed to focus on what it is we were trying to
do.  Ken Hertz felt that the general goal was to enhance the good name of the
Green Mountain Club.  In addition to the suggestion of the one page schedule
for wide distribution, suggestions included scheduling events on a regular
basis to build a tradition of participation, (eg. Peter Downey’s Chili Party at
Beaver Meadow), making sure that the events were included in Seven Days
and connecting with Outing Clubs at local schools.  

Much discussion centered around publicity on the internet.  Ed Loewenten
felt that the section website should be more searchable and have more links
that it presently does.  He felt that it should be linked to state tourist sites and.
This is a discussion that has been ongoing within the committee which
maintains the website, and will be continued there.

Action  Point:  The Publicity Coordinator will be asked if it were possible to
prepare the one-page monthly schedule for distribution.  It could possible be
created as a PDF to be printed out by individuals who could distribute them.
Deb, Ed and Charlene offered to distribute.  These flyers could also be given
out by trip leaders.

Action  Point: Trip leaders are allowed to publicize their own trips.  

G. New Business

1. Section members Ken Hertz, Mary Garcia and Sara Rappaport worked at a
booth at the Berlin Mall Community Awareness Day last month.  It was a
generally successful event, worth doing again, possibly with an unmanned
table with literature only.

2. Duncan Wilkie reported on section participation at an event honoring the
life of Marty Laymen-Mendonca at Hartford High School on October 7,
2006.  Marty had been a teacher in the Hartford school system and
approximately 300 children and friends attended. In addition to displaying
the Green Mountain material, Duncan Wilkie created “Marty’s Trail”—a
trail with hiker safety tips displayed on trail signs. This was a great
success, and Duncan will be using the “trail” again at a Trails Day event
August 19, 2007 at the Rutland High School. Whistles and stickers were
distributed to participants, and the whistles could be heard throughout the
event.  US Forest Service Ranger Todd Remauley, who is assigned to the
Appalachian Trail Conference in Harpers Ferry, attended in uniform,
talking to many individuals about the trail and safety. An effort is been
made to adopt a portion of the Appalachian Trail in Marty’s name. 

Action Point: The Section will make a gift of $200 to the fund for



expenses incurred by Marty’s daughter and the family because of the
tragedy.  

3. Ann Burcroff and Priscilla Page reported on the September 30, 2006
Green Mountain Club Board Meeting at Londonderry Rescue.  
a. The Side Trails Committee, composed of Duncan Wilkie, Steven

Lightholder and Smith Edwards, presented a proposal for patch similar
to the end-to-end patch for hikers who have done all the 190 miles of
side trails of the Long Trail System. The proposal was well received
and unanimously approved. The side trails will be in future guide
books.

b. Members of the section received awards for volunteer service. Duncan
Wilkie was the Vermont volunteer of the year, as well as receiving a
Roy O. Buchanan service award for ten years of service.  Ken Hertz
received an award the Long Trail Award for five years of service and a
Green Mountain Award.  Bill Clark also received a Green Mountain
Award.  

c. Ben Rose discussed the failure to pass the Wilderness Bill and
indicated that he was extremely discouraged.  He has left the
governor’s Environmental Council.

d. Attendees to the meeting saw the model and plans for the new Hiker
and Headquarters Center, which will connect to the existing Herrick
Building.  It will be as green as possible; there will be clivus multrum
toilets and local wood   Main Club voted to go ahead with the
permitting process.

e. The Capitol Campaign continues in its quiet phase.  The Montpelier
Section will be the model for the major gifts from $5000 to $20,000.

f. The next board meeting will be January 20, 2007 at Waterbury. 

4. The Section Annual Meeting will be Friday April 13, 2007 at either
Bethany Church or Christ Church.  Ken Hertz will reserve the room and is
authorized to spend $100 for its rental.

5. Discussion was held concerning the Nominating Committee for next
year’s executive committee.  The committee is composed of at least three
members.  Deb will follow up with the contacting the following
individuals to see if they are willing to serve: Nancy Schulz, Steve
Lightholder, Allen Jacobs, Thomas Weiss, and Jill Aspinall.  Due to term
limitations, it appears that we will need a new treasurer, Trails and
Shelters Coordinator and possible a new Board Member to the Main Club.

                                          


