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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS 
of 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

Saturday, June 10, 2000 
9: 15 a.m. - 11 :40 a.m. 

The Inn at Long Trail 
Killington, Vermont 

The 2000 Annual Meeting of the Green Mountain Club, occurring during the ninetieth 
anniversary year of the club, took place at the historic Inn at Long Trail, located near the junction 
of the Long and Appalachian Trails, at the top of the Sherburne Pass in Killington, Vermont. 

1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, and OPENING REMARKS 

Rolf Anderson commenced the meeting by expressing gratitude to the Ottauquechee Section for 
hosting the meeting, and also thanked the McGrath family and the staff of the Inn at Long Trail 
for their hospitality. Rolf welcomed guests Paul Brewster and Greg Wright, U.S. Forest Service, 
to the meeting. 

2. SECRETARY'S REPORT - MINUTES of JUNE 12, 1999 MEETING 

MOTION (Simpson/R.Nuquist) to approve the Minutes of the June 12, 1999 Annual Meeting as 
submitted. APPROVED. 

3. TREASURER'S REPORT 

Walter Pomroy circulated a financial report to the membership, and reported that the club's 
finances were in very good shape, noting that the club finished the fiscal year with a $145,000 
positive balance, and that $137,000 had been added to the endowment. Questions were fielded 
from the membership concerning future financial planning. 

4. PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Rolf Anderson reported that the club had experienced an extremely busy and successful year, 
from one end of the Green Mountains to the other. Rolf noted that several major projects had 
been completed during the past year, including the Killington/Pico trail relocation, the Stratton 
Pond Shelter construction, and the reconstruction of Birch Glen Camp. Rolf also reported that 
the club's headquarters had undergone some remodeling and expansion, most notably the 
installation of a temporary office trailer, which it was expected would be occupied shortly. Rolf 
also noted that land protection had recently begun to slow down for the GMC, adding that there 
is approximately only 10 miles of trail and 6 miles of side trail left for protection. Rolf 
recognized the significant contributions of committee members, and thanked the staff for its hard 
work, including Ben Rose, who had recently completed his second year as Executive Director. 
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Finally, Rolf noted that this was his last annual meeting as GMC President, but promised that he 
would continue to be involved with the club in the future. 

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Ben Rose began his report on a personal note by thanking Rolf Anderson for his years of 
leadership and commitment to the club. Ben also expressed thanks to the board and committee 
members, noting that the GMC was very much a volunteer run club. Ben then read the remarks 
he had made at last year's annual meeting, noting that many of the goals and projects that he had 
addressed had been accomplished since that time. Ben highlighted the need for greater emphasis 
on the club's publications in the upcoming year, and hoped that many other programs would stay 
the course and continue to be successful in the coming year, as well. 

Ben then turned to the recently completed membership survey, which was the first such survey 
since 1994, and offered that the following initial conclusions could be drawn from the recently 
received raw data: 

• in 1994, there was a 76% response rate, whereas the 2000 survey netted a 68% 
response rate 

• in both 1994 and 2000, the average age of GMC members was 52 

• the average age of board and staff member is 46 

• members are now hiking less than in 1994, with an average of only 16 days per 
year, as opposed to 25 days per year in 1994 

• the membership feels that the club is a "good value", and that the club is on track 
towards completing its goals and accomplishing its mission 

• there is broad support among the membership for land protection and 
conservation efforts, whereas the board and staff tend to be more cautious about 
the same issues 

• there is enormous support among the membership for education, which Ben feels 
is the "untapped growth center" of the GMC 

• members want to be made aware of how to protect and maintain the Long Trail 
system, and are willing to pay to become more educated in these areas 

In closing, Ben stated that he looked forward to working with club members in the year ahead. 
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6. SECTION REPORTS 

BENNINGTON SECTION - Loma Cherenton, newly elected Section President, reported that 
the Bennington Section had recently experienced some turnover, and that it had a newly elected 
director Bill Lyons. Loma invited the membership to view several photos, and noted that the 
section sponsored weekly "turtle hikes" every Thursday. 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION - Newly elected Section President George Roy recounted a year of 
hard work and camaraderie among the members of the Brattleboro Section, most notably the 
replacement of the woodstove at Spruce Peak shelter, where many club members celebrated New 
Years Eve 2000. George also reported that the section was approximately 3/4 of the way done 
with its joint thru hike of the Long Trail, which has been in the works for approximately 10 
years. 

BREAD LOAF SECTION -Ave Haviland reported on behalf of the BreadloafSection, noting 
that the section had approximately 150 memberships, half of which were family memberships. 
Like many sections, the section has an active core group of members, yet many inactive 
members still stay connected with the section through outings and gatherings. Ave also reported 
that the section's outings were well attended, including bike rides, cross-country ski and 
snowshoe trips, and theme potlucks. 

BURLINGTON SECTION - Section President Mary Lou Recor recounted the past year's 
activities of the Burlington Section, including a GMC 90rn Birthday Celebration which was 
hosted by the section, which included a "Legends of the Long Trail" presentation. The Section 
plans to rebuild Butler Lodge during the upcoming field season, and had six work outings 
planned as well. 

CONNECTICUT SECTION - Jim Robertson, a newly elected board member, reported on behalf 
of the Connecticut Section, noting that there had been a 30% surge in membership in the past 
year, with a total section membership of 160. Jim attributed the increase to the implementation 
of an internet web page by the section. The section has five work outings planned for the 
upcoming field season, between Glastenbury Mountain and Kelly Stand Road. 

KILLINGTON SECTION - Section President Herb Ogden posted a written report, and reported 
that the Killington Section, now maintains 25 .1 miles of the Long Trail and 9 .3 miles of side 
trails (almost 10% of the Long Trail). Herb also reported that nearly 40% of the trail within the 
section's responsibility had been relocated during the past year, including the Pico relocation and 
a major relocation north of Wallingford. Herb credited many people for their hard work on the 
section's trail projects, including Greg Western, Erik and Laurel Tobiason, Ruth and Sandy 
Lamb. Finally, Herb mentioned a series of "Children's Discovery Hikes" led by section member 
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Jerry Parker, which were quite successful. 

LARAWAY SECTION - Section Vice President Scott Christiansen reported on behalf of the 
106 members of the Laraway Section, which he noted was a doubling of membership over the 
past 4 years. The section maintains 21 miles of trails and three shelters, and has an active field 
crew. 

MANCHESTER SECTION - Board member Rebecca Purdom spoke on behalf of the 
Manchester Section, noting that membership and active membership was up, and that the section 
was looked forward to the realization of a southern field office at the Equinox. 

MONTPELIER SECTION - Section President Fred Jordan referred the membership to his 
written remarks, and noted that the section was faring well with the new dues structure. 

OTT AUQUECHEE SECTION - Section President Heinz Trebitz welcomed the "membership to 
the meeting on behalf of meeting host the Ottauquechee Section. Heinz noted that the section 
had 230 members, with a strong core of volunteers. Heinz thanked the Killington Section for 
being "good neighbors" by allowing the use of their trails for meeting events, and invited the 
membership to the Stony Brook Shelter dedication, scheduled for June 11. 

STERLING SECTION - Board member Jack Daggitt spoke on behalf of the Sterling Section, 
which he noted was a small but stable section. Jack mentioned the upcoming Lamoille River 
crossing project, and offered that the club's trail work parties were often better attended than its 
trail outings. 

WORCESTER SECTION - Board member Kim Simpson spoke on behalf of the Worcester 
Section, offering that the section maintained a stable membership of approximately 55 members. 
Kim noted that the section had a strong local presence in the Worcester area, including the use of 
its camp on Cedar Meadow Pond, near the Mid-State Trail in Massachusetts. Kim also 
recounted the section's efforts in the construction of the new shelter at Stratton Pond, and 
thanked the Tobiasons for their hard work. Kim noted that the project was well-planned and 
well-executed, including the efforts of over 50 volunteers, and that it was amazing how the 
project came together. 

7. INTRODUCTION OF THE SECTION LEADERS' HANDBOOK 

Heinz Trebitz introduced and distributed copies of a draft of the new Section Leaders' 
Handbook, which he noted was entirely a volunteer effort by club members. Heinz invited 
members to review the draft and to submit comments and suggestions for improvement. 
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8. A WARDS and HONORS 

a. GMC Service Awards 

The following volunteers were recognized for having given at least five years of continuous 
service or at least 100 hours of service within the last 2 years: 

Tom Cootch 
Jack Daggitt 
Steve Dickey 
Roger Elkins 
Tim Gore 
Carol Gregory 
Jim Howley 
Chuck Jameson 
Suzan Joslyn-Kaigle & Stephen Joslyn 

Sylvia & Paul Kinney 
Kerstin Lange 
Jesse Logan 
Michael MacDonald 
Andrew Mangan 
Bill McKone 
Chris Ward 
Richard Windish 

In addition, several members of the Randonee A venture, a hiking club in Quebec, received the 
award in recognition of their many years of service: 

Sam Allison 
Leon Ferrari 

b. Roy 0. Buchanan Awards 

David Roberts 
Derek Wisdom 

The following volunteers were recognized for having given at least l 0 years of continuous trail 
service: 

Robert Gillis 
Mar Harrison 
Dorcas Jones 

Maureen Robertson (Randonee A venture) 
Michael Habib 
Hanz Weltz (dee.) 

Special recognition was given to Penny Wu, U.S. Forest Service, for her support on the Bear 
Mountain relocation and the Stratton Pond Shelter project. 

c. President's Awards 

The following volunteers did an extraordinary amount of work, above and beyond the call of 
duty, on specific projects during the 1999 field season: 

Dick Krompegal 
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PJ Beaumont 
Erik and Laurel Tobiason 

d. Honorary Life Memberships 

For their years of significant service to the GMC, the following two members were elected to 
honorary life membership: 

Gardiner Lane 
Don Hill 

e. Special Group Use Recognition 

A group outreach award was presented to St. Michael's College, whose students most 
exemplified the practice of "Leave No Trace" principles during their group outings, from among 
over 250 groups who used the trail system during the 1999 field season. 

9. UPDATE ON VERMONT WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION 

Tom Elliot, the Director of the Upper Valley Chapter of the Sierra Club, spoke to the 
membership concerning the ongoing campaign to protect additional roadless wilderness areas 
within the Green Mountain National Forest. It was noted that the GMC Board of Directors had 
voted in March, 1999 to support this project, and that continued support from GMC members 
was needed to realize the expansion of wilderness areas in Vermont. 

10. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBER CONCERNS 

The floor was opened to discussion concerning members' concerns about various issues affecting 
the club, including the following: 

• the safety of the trail crossing at Route 4, and the need for a blinking light or sign 
to alert motorists to hikers 

• the Lamoille River crossing and the status of the bridge proposals 

• a concern about the definition of thru-hiking and the relocation of the trail in the 
Sherburne Pass 

• the formation of the Northeast Kingdom Section and the ongoing public debate 
over the former Champion lands 
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• concerns about winter and spring use of the trail and the tendency of hikers to 
walk off of the tread way of the trail during muddy conditions 

• the relationship between the club and AMC 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

Special recognition was given to outgoing GMC President Rolf Anderson. 

MOTION (Donaghue/Ogden) to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 11 :40 a.m .. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard Windish, Secretary 


