
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS 
of 

THE GREEN MOUNTAlN CLUB, INC. 

Saturday, June 12, 1999 
8:20 a.m. - 11 :36 a.m. 

Sun Bowl Lodge 
Stratton Mountain Lodge 

One hundred and five people registered for the annual meeting including 15 first-time 
attendees. Guests included Greg Wright from the U.S. Forest Service, and Julie Sperling from the 
Equinox Preservation Trust. 

l. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, AND OPENING REMARKS 

President Rolf Anderson thanked the Brattleboro Section for planning this annual meeting; 
and thanked the GMC staff for organizing and conducting the meeting. Rolf also thanked the 
Stratton Mountain Resort for providing meeting space that is accessible for our many southern 
members. The annual meeting is a festive occasion and an opportunity to celebrate our 
accomplishments as an 8,000 member organization, Rolf said. 

Rolf announced the deaths of two long-time members, Aldie Gannett and David Morse, who 
have each contributed to the GMC over many active years. The afternoon's hikes are dedicated to 
David Morse. Aldie Gannett will be recognized by a board resolution during their meeting 
following the annual meeting. 

2. SECRETARY'S REPORT- MlNUTES OF JUNE 13, 1998, MEETING 

MOTION (RAY CATOZZI/KIM SIMPSON): TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 
JUNE 13, 1998, ANNUAL MEETING AS SUBMITTED. PASSED 

3. TREASURER'S REPORT 

For the Budget and Finance Committee, Walter Pomroy reported that the GMC has 
experienced an excellent year in which income exceeded budget projections, and expenses were 
less than projected. Our revenue exceeded one million dollars, and our net assets increased by 
$200,000 during the year. Also, the GMC's investment accounts did well. Three audit report 
recommendations are either accomplished or being addressed. 

4. PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

Rolf Anderson said that the GMC had another good year. Rolf related our successes to Ben 
Rose quickly getting up to speed and demonstrating strong leadership during his first year. 
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Less than I I miles of the Long Trail remain unprotected after successful protection of four 
additional land parcels during fiscal year 1999. Through the efforts of the Laraway Section and 
many vo lunteers from the Burlington Section and others including at-large, Spruce Ledge Camp, 
dedicated to Don Hill, now replaces Ritterbush Camp. Killington/Pico and Route 140 re locations 
are being completed, Rolf said. 

Rolf said the five-year Capital Plan will assure that our growth will be manageable and 
sustainable. 

While not achieving his goal of attending 100% of section annual meetings, Rolf was pleased 
to be able to attend many annual meetings, as well as the fall section officers' meeting and the 
spring section presidents ' meeting. 

The former New York Section continues as a healthy New York-based organization focusing 
on New York conservation issues and Bear Mountain. 

The Manchester Section is revitalized with Jake Cormier president, and Rebecca Purdon the 
board representative. 

Lars Botzojorns has moved on to be executive director of Keeping Tracie Rolf wished him 
well and will miss his dedication and wit. Phil Becker and his family have moved to Washington 
State, forcing Phil to resign as treasurer. Rolf credited Phil with making the treasurer 's reports 
readable. 

Rol r appointed Eric Seidel to fill the last year of Phil Becker's term on the board through 
June 2000. 

5.EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Ben Rose thanked Richard Windish and the Brattleboro Section, and Sandy Tarburton for 
their work pulling the annual meeting together. Ben then introduced staff present and praised the 
extraordinary quality of the GMC staff 

Ben gave a comprehensive summary of the past year's highlights in this healthy, 90 year-old 
organization. 

olunteer hours far exceed staff hours. taff support of volunteer efforts produce an ideal 

- 1-1 iring a Stewardship Coordinator assures protection of the lands acquired through the Long 
Trai I Protection Program. 

- The Sections Committee presented its findings and recommendations , and section-club 
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relations are friendly and constructive. 

- The long Trail News became bigger and better. 

- The History and Archives Committee was revived and is working on oral histories and a 
history or Long Trail shelters (Paul \Voodward). 

- Our computers are Y2K-ready, and the GMC website has been improved. 

- ln collaboration with the Equinox Preservation Trust, efforts are underway to establish a 
southern GMC field office. 

- Staff and board members participated in six days of leadership and management 
development workshops offered by the Vermont Community Development Foundation's 
Organizational Development Institute. 

- Board-authorized negotiations · 1de.1:.way-with Don and Gail McCain to acquire 
additional acreage ~e to the GMC's Waterbury Center headquarters, including a site for 
field staff housirw:. A $100,000 challenge grant has been offered to kick off fund raising. 

\ -- - __:_/ 
Ben Rose also anticipated continued activity during fiscal year 2000 to address the five-year 

plan's year-one targets. 

- Progress made toward a southern field office, northern field staff housing, Lamoille River 
Valley relocation, south barn utilization, Winooski River relocations, Smugglers' Notch 
reconstruction; and repairs to Butler Lodge, Birch Glen, Peru Peak Shelter, and at Stratton Pond. 

- Communication and communication technology will be a priority, and the workload will be 
shared. 

- More of the remaining two dozen unprotected properties will be protected by the Long 
Trail Protection Program, and the GMC will be seeking the final one-million dollars required to 
complete the project well before its 1 OOth birthday in 2010. 

- The GMC will make progress on a Sections Handbook. 

- By paying close attention, staff and volunteer burn-out will be avoided during all this 
activity. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Marty Lawthers, chair, reported for the Nominating Committee whose other members are 
Scott Christiansen, Pam Gillis, and Cheryl Vreeland. 
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Arter six years of service, Kate Donaghue and Peter Kenney are retiring from the board . 

By mail ballot, the three general directors elected to three year terms ending in 2002 are Steve 
Gladstone, Walter Pomroy, and Mary Lou Recor. 

7. SECTlON REPORTS 

BENNINGTON SECTION - Reed Goossen reported a quiet but active year of trail work, work 
with the Manchester Section, and two membership meetings. 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION - Richard Windish welcomed the board to southern Vermont, and 
said the section had expanded its membership and brought some fresh blood into the core group 
of active members. Richard thought more members would reduce member burnout. 

BREAD LOAF SECTION - Ave Haviland said the section was increasing participation by 
making their quarterly meetings more social, and by increasing the variety of trips offered. 
Participants must call in advance of trips to learn the meeting place and time. 

BURLINGTON SECTION - Mary Lou Recor said the section had a great year including helping 
Laraway with Spruce Ledge Camp, offering educational programs, scheduling various outings 
including family focused ones, and hosting a Taylor Series lecture. The section plans to renovate 
Butler Lodge in 2000. 

CONN ECTICUT SECTION - Not represented . 

l(ILLINGTON SECTION - Herb Ogden reviewed the Killington relocation project, and noted 
that with 21 miles of Long Trail and 6 miles of side trail assigned, each member is responsible 
for one-half mile of trail , if mileage is averaged. Membership is down from 150 to 67, some 
reduction possibly related to uniform dues, although no one is requesting a seven dollar discount. 
Outings are well attended included child focused ones. 

LARAWAY SECTION - Cheryl Vreeland reported a busy year focused on building Spruce 
Ledge Camp, and thanked the Burlington Section and others for their help. Ritterbush Camp has 
been removed. Weekly hikes are well attended, and membership is up. 

MANCHESTER SECTION - Jake Cormier described a revived section with 70 stable members 
and increasing participation on the 15 hikes this year. The section is involved with the Equinox 
Preservation Trust. Jake thanked Dave Hardy for his visits and support. 

MONTPELIER SECTION - Eric Seidel said the section was large, healthy, and happy and had 
an active core of volunteers to maintain and improve the assigned trails. One or two outings are 
scheduled every weekend . 

NEW YORK SECTION - Rolf Anderson said the New York Section departed from the GMC as 
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a friend , and will be active in conservation work in New York. He reminded the GMC of the 
long time contributions of the New York Section, and hoped that many section members would 
chose to continue their GMC memberships. 

OTTAUQUECHEE SECTION - Barbara Whitman reported that seven work crews had tackled 
the section's 21 mile of Appalachian Trail, and that live to fifteen people attended the section's 
65 outings. Section members serve as adopters and monitors. Besides various educational 
offerings, the section hosted a Taylor Series lecture attended by 70 people. Long time member 
Herb Schlossen was killed while bike riding this year. 

STERLING SECTION - Jack Daggitt described a small but active, healthy, and enthusiastic 
section that is experienced in privy work. 

WORCESTER SECTION - Kirn Simpson said Cedar Meadows Camp in Worcester is their 
center of activity, and that the section is involved with the AMC and the Mid-State Trail 
Association in Massachusetts. The section anticipates that the Stratton Pond shelter will be 
replaced in 1999. 

9. APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE REPORT BY ATC NEW ENGLAND 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

Kevin Peterson spoke of the partnership, leadership overlap, and close working relationship 
between the GMC and the Appalachian Trail Conference (A TC). Kevin hoped the GMC 
membership and board would support the A TC's attempt to protect the Appalachian Trail (AT) 
corridor in Maine where it is threatened by the Sadd leback Mountain ski area 's expansion plans. 
The ATC is not opposed to reasonable expansion as long as the AT corridor is protected. 
Saddle back Mountain has been lobbying against the A TC position and is unwilling to protect the 
corridor. The land in question is among the 16 unprotected miles of the AT's 2,200 miles . 

Kim Simpson encouraged GMC member involvement in this worthy cause. 

8. AW ARDS AND HONORS 

GMC SERVICE AWARDS 

The following volunteers were recognized for having given at least 5 years of continuous 
service or at least I 00 hours within the last two years : 

Arthur and Joy Bliss 
Gordon and Helen Cawood 
Douglas Doenges 
Lynn Ellison 
Jared Gange 
Brad Hutchins 
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Steve Killam 
Richard Larson 
Gilbert Patnoe 
Winston Rost 
Heinz Trebitz 
Kenneth Vandermark 
Cheryl Vreeland 

ROY 0. BUCHANAN AWARD 

The following volunteers were recognized for having given at least 10 years of continuous 
trail service: 

Steve Crowe 
Gardiner Lane 
Tony Smith 

GMC PRESIDENT'S AW ARD 

The following volunteers did an extraordinary amount of work, above and beyond the call of 
duty, on specific projects during the 1998 field season: 

G. Scot Applegate 
Cat Eich 
Bill Robichaud 
Gilbert Patnoe 

Gilbert Patnoe also received the Vermont Vibram Volunteer of the Year Award for his efforts on 
the construction of Spruce Ledge Camp. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO BRIANT. FITZGERALD: (TEXT APPENDED) 

PASSED 

A MOTION OF THANKS TO SARAH ALDEN GANNET (DIED MAY 17, 1999): (TEXT 
APPENDED) PASSED 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

For years of significant service to the GMC, the following two members were elected to 
honorary life membership: 

George Pearlstein 
Churchill Scott 
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10. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBER CONCERNS 

Q. What are the current plans regarding moving the LT off Route 15 and building a bridge 
across the Lamoille River? 

A. Our goal is to get the LT off Route 15 , and we now own both sides of the Lamoille River 
where a bridge could be built. The bridge cost is a problem. We are still reviewing 
alternatives, will inspect the area in July , and have a grant to cover the cost of obtaining the 
necessary permits for a bridge. 

Q. What about the Winooski crossing? 

A. One land parcel on the north side of the Winooski is unprotected. The Jonesville bridge will 
be replaced in 2002, so we must find an alternative during construction for one year. Our fall
back is a temporary ferry crossing. We are working on easements and permits. 

Q. ls the Clarendon Gorge Bridge periodically inspected by a qualified engineer? 

A. The safety problem is recognized but unresolved. We are working on a solution. 

Q. Is there progress regarding radiation from the VPR tower on Mt. Mansfield? 

A. Not yet. Ben is on the Governor 's Council of Advisors regarding mountain towers, and the 
Co-Location Association's recommendations are being reviewed . New technology may 
permit opening the nose without a radiation danger to hikers. 

Q. l 10\v can we solicit funds for headquarters expansion without reducing contributions to the 
Long Trail Protection Fund? 

A. Different donors seem to have different interests, and we have no evidence of past conflicts. 
We have raised enough for Long Trail protection over the years. A few, larger donations will 
be solicited for land purchases in Waterbury Center. 

Comment: Headquarters staff have been very helpful and cooperative with section shelter 
building. 

Comment: Commendation for Sylvia Plumb's work on format and content of the Long Trail 
News which is informative and an excellent public relations tool. 

Q. What office improvements have been accomplished? 

A. Small, urgent tasks done include windows, air flow, heating (kerosene), berm and foundation 
leaks repaired, new stairs, removal of 1000 gal. underground fuel-oil tank, and stabilization 
and upgrade of north barn for use as a field base. Now, after an Act 250 permit, four offices 
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qm move to the south barn. Once we acquire more land, septic capacity will be increased and 
field housing constructed. 

Q. Noting that the White River AT bridge crossing at Hartland includes a bike track, should we 
include bicycle capacity? 

A. Although we have not been planning for bicycle use, multiple use may be possible at the 
Winooski River, but probably not at the Lamoille River. 

Q. Will the new Jonesville road bridge include pedestrian space? 

A. Yes , five feet on both sides. 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

Paul Woodward is researching every LT shelter, past and present, and is seeking anecdotal 
input from members . 

Members should be involved in discussion of cell-phone tower locations. The ATC is 
seeking legislation requiring advance notice of any tower within one mile of the AT. Vermont 
law requires Act 250 review of any tower over twenty feet. Towns can zone stand-alone towers. 

MOTION (Herb Ogden/Joe Frank): To Adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrew S. Nuquist 
Secretary (Through 6/12/99) 

\\Mansfield\ V 0L1 \ALL \SAND Y\Board\ 12JUN99 .MEM 
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