
Memo 

To: /Reidun & Andy Nuquist 
Eric Seidel 
Dave Shepard 
Jim Kellogg 

From: Brenda Clarkson Qt-

Re: Montpelier Section Long Trail responsibilities 

Date: December 21, 1991 

This is likely to be a somewhat rambling memo as I've been thinking about a number of T &S 
ideas for the Montpelier Section, but haven't had the time to really organize all my thoughts. 
However, I feel that it is important to have others thinking about them as well, so here goes ... 

First of all, Dave contacted the New York Section as GMC T&S Chair to ask them if they 
wanted to give up their LT maintenance responsibilities. Dave received their reply a week or so 
ago, and they did indeed agree to give up the trail maintenance. They will still be responsible 
for their shelters. This opens up some possibilities for our Section: 

• We should now be able to adopt the Bamforth Ridge Trail from the GMC, and not have to 
go through the New York Section. If this is what we want to do, the Section should 
probably sign a Trail Adopter Agreement with the GMC to formally recognize our 
commitment to this piece of trail. (Dave, don't you think that Rob should sign this, and not 
an RTC?) 

• We could also adopt more of the LT in this area, from the Winooski River to Montclair 
Glen Lodge, if we wanted to. We could adopt a portion of this, or all of it. It might be 
nice to at least adopt the piece that goes from Gorham Lodge to the summit of Camels 
Hump. 

Trail Relos: The section of LT from Sterling Pond to Chilcoat Pass really needs to be relocated 
to bypass the ski trails. The State has acquired the land where Beaver Meadow Lodge is on up 
to the ridge~ so now the only private land left that our trail crosses belongs to the Mt. Mansfield 
Co. There are certainly possibilities for a land swap between Mt. Mansfield Co. and the State 
to protect the LT corridor. No one else will be taking the lead to relo this piece of trail, so I 
think it should become a high priority for our Section. The first step would be to identify an 
alternative route, starting this spring. After all, the Ottauquechee Section has practically 
relocated their entire 20 miles of trail! We also need to relo or close the side trail between the 
Sterling Pond outlet up to the Elephant's Head Trail. 

The GMC T&S Committee is looking for volunteers for certain projects during the next field 
season. Perhaps our Section can help with some. A detailed list hasn't been compiled, but 
some of the items that have been mentioned that we might want to do is help pack in the 
Caretakers (how about at Sterling Pond and Gorham Lodge), packing bark into Sterling and 
Gorham, and trying to recruit volunteers to help the Caretakers at Gorham and Sterling, and 
the Ranger-Naturalists on Camels Hump. 

As for volunteers, I think we should also try to recruit some of our own "Trail Adopters" to keep 
an eye on our trails through the summer. Sections that I can think of: 



• The LT from Route 108 to Sterling Pond. This Section needs constant attention. The 
waterbars fill up quickly and need to be cleaned, and the trail always needs to be brushed in 
(where it's too wide, or there's a bootleg). We've made a lot of progress in the last 2 years 
in doing the brushing in and some areas are really starting to grow back. A volunteer 
willing to go over that trail at least once a month from June to Sept. would be great. I 
don't think we should rely on the Caretaker for this. He/she has plenty of other work 
around the Pond itself, and on up towards Madonna. 

• The Bamforth Ridge Trail from the River Road to the "escarpment". There are waterbars 
that need cleaning on the first mile or so, and it needs to be brushed out because of the 
growth of annual vegetation, especially lower down. A couple of times between our spring 
and fall walk-throughs would be great. 

• Elephants Head: We should try to find volunteers to do summer maintenance and brushing 
and clipping. We could then concentrate on blowdowns and waterbars on the walk
throughs. 

• If we adopted the Section of the LT from the Winooski to Gorham, a volunteer to do the 
brushing out during the summer, as on Bamforth, would be appropriate for the lower 
stretch of the trail, which is easily accessible form the Honey Hollow Road, but more 
difficult for the Gorham Caretaker to get to. 

Another GMC T&S item: there will hopefully be a pair of experienced trail crew folks working 
on the LT from the Canadian border to the Forest Service boundary near Mt. Ellen this 
summer. This isn't the Long Trail Patrol, but it's a start. I think we should donate some money 
to the GMC to fund this program. We should also plan some Section trail reconstruction work 
outings with these folks on the LT from Route 108 to Sterling Pond, and maybe the outlet relo. 

Another idea that I've had is to really write up our trail maintenance in the June issue of the 
newsletter. A trail maintenance section that mentions the work outings specifically. Sometimes 
I think the work trips get buried in the calendar part of the newsletter. (They should be 
mentioned there as well, though). When we have the meetings to schedule outings, we should 
schedule the work outings first, or at least plan what needs to be scheduled first. I think we 
need to have active participants in four areas this year: the spring and fall walk-throughs, "trail 
adopters" for summer maintenance, volunteers for summer trail reconstruction work trips, and a 
group working on the relos. A fifth area could be assisting the Caretakers, and Ranger-
N aturalists. 

Do you think it would be appropriate to discuss these items at our next Executive Committee 
meeting. If we really want to support the LT, we should be really active in trail maintenance. 
We do a better job than most Sections at maintaining our trail, but I think there's room for 
improvement. After all, that's what I hear the Sections were originally formed to do - maintain 
the Long Trail! 

cc. Ben Davis (Regional Trail Coordinator, Route 2 to Route 15) 


