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President’s Message
by Reidun Nuquist

N. Jordan

On July 3, I walked with the Montpelier Section in
the city’s popular Independence Day parade. With
us, we had the 27-foot Long Trail banner carried on

saplings, their light green foliage swaying in the
evening breeze. It was as if a small forest was on
the move.
Against an off-white background, the sewn muslin
banner shows the profile of the Green Mountain
range, with major peaks—Jay, Mansfield, Camel’s
Hump, Peru, Glastenbury—silhouetted and named.
A string of light-colored footprints outline the LT,
from Canada to Massachusetts, with mile markers.
Given the size of the banner, it took five sturdy
hikers to carry and keep it taut, so that the whole
Long Trail was visible. While we were still in the
Meadow neighborhood of Montpelier, the crew had
to dip the banner to keep the long saplings away
from low-hanging cables. In front of the banner, the
president of the GMC and the executive director
carried the 2010 centennial banner, “Celebrating a
Century of Mud, Rocks, Roots, Sweat, Black Flies,
Heroic Volunteers and Great Hikes on Vermont’s
Long Trail!” Between these two standards walked
the outgoing club president holding the Montpelier
Section banner with Anna Wetherell.
As we proceeded down Main and State Streets
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and past
the State
House, the
striking
Long Trail
banner
was
greeted
again and
again by
applause
Photos: J. Hebert
from the
many
spectators
who had
come to
Montpelier
to celebrate Independence
Day. They
lined both
sides of
the street,
four and five deep, children and the elderly, in
chairs, in front.
It is difficult to describe what it felt like, being met
by spontaneous clapping from huge throngs of people, most of whom we had never seen, let alone
knew. Many must have set foot on the LT, but few
probably knew it well. Yet, there they were, expressing appreciation for the trail and what it stands
for: volunteer-built, maintained, and protected for
all, in perpetuity. It felt good to be part of it all.
A special thank you goes to staff members Mike
Debonis and Jocelyn Hebert and to club presidents
John Page and Jean Haigh for joining us in the parade. Jean said she had such a good time she
would do it again!
Last but not least, we owe thanks to Thomas
Weiss for conceiving of the eye-catching Long Trail
banner and constructing it in 2005 with help from
Priscilla Daggett and Kay Gibson. It is available for
loan by other sections.

www.gmcmontpelier.org

1

MONTPELIER SECTION OFFICERS

SECTION DIRECTOR’S REPORT
by Mike Wetherell
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Trails & Shelters Committee:
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NEW
MEMBERS

The Montpelier Section welcomes these new
members who joined after April 27, 2015: Christian Andresen, Tim Bell, Bob & Marianne Barton, Bill Frantz, Jon Fleming, Mark Gunkel, Brian
& Laura Lapierre, Eleanor Kaczmarekw, Joy
Facos, Charles DuBois, Bruce Howlett, and
Vicky Viens.

GMC members from throughout Vermont gathered on a bright clear morning on the lawn of the
GMC headquarters for the 2015 annual meeting.
Ted Albers, president of the Burlington Section,
welcomed members. The big news of the day: the
bridge is done! One hundred and fifty people
turned out for a grand celebration on June 12th at
the site for a historic moment—officially opening
the bridge to walkers and hikers. GMC president
Jean Haigh appreciated the efforts of Matt, Sam,
Kurt, and Pat—the team that worked together
throughout the year in snow, rain, and heat to complete the bridge. Jean declared it a work of art and
an engineering marvel. And it is! If you haven't yet
set foot on it, take the slow way back from Burlington some day and stop for a quick stroll over the
Winooski River Footbridge.
Jean also celebrated GMC's successful fundraising and phone-a-thon activities, the end of a great
first year for executive director Mike Debonis, our
ownership of five camps, and only six more miles of
trail to protect. Treasurer Steve Klein reported that
GMC ended the previous year with a small balance, reduced the mortgage and longer term debt,
and improved financial and audit performance. He
identified several challenges for the future: a transition to life after the bridge, adjusting to decreased
government funding opportunities, reaching out to
members young and old, and thoughtfully strategizing for a successful future.
Mike Debonis recognized GMC staff members for
their dedication and efforts over the past year. In
particular, he said farewell to Jill Haas, who left
GMC after 15 years. Her accomplishments include
wrangling the database, coordinating donor relations, and steering the Second Century Campaign.
For the coming year, Mike highlighted new directions for GMC: camp improvements, expanded social media, new issues of the Long Trail News, a
new website, updating the Long Trail Guide, and
work to protect the last miles of the Long Trail.
The Burlington Section recognized Dot Myers'
60th year of GMC membership. An inspiration to
club members throughout the Green Mountains,
she's an end-to-ender, hiked the AT, and reached
the summit of all the highest peaks in New England
during the summer and winter.
GMC recognized Matt Wels with a life membership. Matt started as a field crew member in 2002,
and has since built three bridges for GMC. In cele-

We look forward to meeting you at our upcoming events.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September - November, 2015
The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in between.
• Easy - accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children.
• Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable.
• Difficult - challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary.
Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring appropriate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, and other items as
mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events. There is no charge..
Our trip leaders are volunteers who are not necessarily trained in first aid, nor does the Montpelier Section or
the GMC certify or license trip leaders. Participants should attend these events with the understanding that they
are responsible for their own preparedness and safety, and that all contribute to the well-being of the group.
The Young Adventures Club is a group to get parents and children (0-12 years old) outdoors to hike,
play, learn about nature, and make friends. Events happen on the second weekend of every month.
Please check out their website: gmcmontpelier.org/yac for details.
PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG.

September 27, Sunday - Hike. Moscow. Difficult.
10.2 miles. Mt. Mansfield. Approx. 3,500' elevation
gain. Ascend the Lake Mansfield Trail to Taylor
Lodge, then follow the LT over Mt. Mansfield to
Smugglers' Notch. Car spotting required. Another
new hike for the leader, progressing toward comSeptember 19, Saturday - Hike. Waitsfield. Diffi- pletion of the LT. Contact Leader: Jill Aspinall,
cult. 5+/- miles. Scrag Mountain from Waitsfield to happy.jill.aspinall@gmail.com for meeting time and
Northfield. Near the summit is the former fire tower place.
site, and below summit is the cabin used by the
lookout. Car spot necessary. Contact one of two
September 30, Wednesday - Meeting. MontpeCo-leaders: Rudy Townsend, 433-1004 or Phyllis lier Section Executive Committee quarterly meetRubenstein, 223-0020 or Phyllis@
ing. Members are welcome. May bring a dessert to
PhyllisRubensteinLaw.comcastbiz.net for meeting share. Contact: Reidun Nuquist, 223-3550 for
time and place.
agenda and meeting time and place.
September 7, Monday - Hike. Avery's Gore. Difficult. 8 miles round trip. Gore Mountain. Hike to fire
tower/summit. Contact Leader: Michael Chernick,
249-0520 or chernick5@comcast.net for meeting
time and place.

September 20, Sunday - Hike. Lemington. Moderate. 5+/- miles. Mt. Monadnock (VT). The mountaintop features a recently rebuilt observation tower
with excellent views east into the northern White
Mountains and north into Canada. Bring food,
liquid, and dress for weather. Contact Leader:
Michael Chernick, 249-0520 or chernick5@
comcast.net for meeting time and place.

October 1, Thursday - Paddle. North Montpelier.
Moderate. Start at North Montpelier pond and follow the river north as it twists and turns through the
beautiful fall foliage. Participants must have their
own kayak. PFD required. Contact Leader: Steve
Bailey, stevecbailey@gmail.com or 1-609-4249238 for meeting time and place.

October 6, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Stowe. ModerSeptember 26, Saturday - Hike. Westmore. Modate. 20-25 miles. Stowe through Morrisville and
erate. 4.4 mile round trip. Mount Pisgah via the
return on Randolph Road. Helmet required. Bring
North trail. Must Contact Leader: Paul DeLuca,
lunch and water or buy lunch in Morrisville. Contact
476-7987 or pdeluca420@msn.com
Leaders: Mary Garcia, 622-0585 or Mary Smith,
505-0603 for meeting time and place.
September 26, Saturday - Paddle. Norton and
Warren Gore. Moderate. Canoe/kayak Norton
October 10, Saturday - Hike. Breadloaf WilderPond. This 583-acre pond offers many areas to
ness. Moderate. 2.5 miles. Hike to Skylight Pond in
explore. Bring boat, PFD, water and lunch. OpBreadloaf Wilderness. Then south to Burnt Hill,
tional overnight at Brighton State Park. Reservaanother 4.6 miles, through varying woods. This 7.1
tions recommended. Contact Leaders: George
mile distance assumes there will be a second car
Longenecker or Cynthia Martin, 229-9787 for
along to spot. If not, the hike will approach Skylight
meeting time and place.
Trail Talk/Fall, 2015

www.gmcmontpelier.org

3

Pond from Burnt Hill Trail, and include an additional 2.5 down-hill miles road walk to the car, for
a total of 9.6 miles. Contact Leader: Steve
Lightholder, 479-2304 for meeting time and place.
October 14, Wednesday - Hike. Bolton. Moderate. 5 miles round trip. Start at the Bolton Nordic
area. Follow ski trails to the LT and the beautiful
Harrington view. Return via the Buchanan Shelter.
Contact Leaders: Steve or Heather Bailey,
stevecbailey@gmail.com or 1-609-424-9238 for
meeting time and place.
October 17, Saturday - Walk. Montpelier, East
Montpelier. Easy. 4-6 miles. History road walk
along the Winooski River Valley to view the sites
of several former utility plants. There will be pictures to view the buildings as they existed years
ago, along with a visit to an operating hydro plant.
Contact Leader: Manny Garcia, 622-0585 for
meeting time and place.
October 20, Tuesday - Paddle. Waterbury. Moderate. A last paddle on the reservoir before the
snow falls. Must have own kayak/canoe and PFD.
Be prepared for cool weather. Bring lunch and water. Contact Leaders: Andrew or Reidun Nuquist,
223-3550 for afternoon meeting time and place.
October 22, Thursday - Bike Ride. Montpelier.
Moderate. 26 miles. Bike to Waterbury via Stevens
Brook Road, and return on Rte. 2. Bring water and
lunch or option to buy lunch at Snack Bar in
Waterbury. Helmet required. Contact Leaders:
Mary Smith, 505-0603 or Mary Garcia, 622-0585
for meeting time and place.

November 4, Wednesday - Hike. Groton. Moderate. 5.5 miles. Groton State Forest. From the Nature Center to Big Deer Mountain. Contact Leader:
Steve Lightholder, 479-2304 for meeting time and
place.
November 6, Friday - Montpelier Section Membership Meeting. Come to meet and socialize with
fellow section members and to enjoy George
Longenecker's recent slideshow from Utah, “Day
Hikes in Utah's Red Rock Country: Zion, Capitol
Reef, and Cedar Breaks.” Time: 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
Location: To be announced later by e-mail or call
229-9787.
November 8, Sunday - Walk. Waitsfield. Easy.
4-mile loop walk following Joslin Hill, Brook and
Common Roads with views of Mad River Valley.
Bring water and snack. Meet at MHS. Contact
Leaders: Reidun or Andrew Nuquist, 223-3550
for afternoon meeting time.
November 14, Saturday - Vermont Deer Rifle
Season Opens. Ends November 29.
November 15, Sunday - Walk. Stowe. Moderate.
10 miles round trip. Stowe Bike Path. Paved. Contact Leader: Michael Chernick, 249-0520 or
chernick5@comcast.net for meeting time and
place.
November 22, Sunday - Walk. Burlington. Moderate. 10 miles round trip. Burlington Bike Path. Echo
Center to the Colchester municipal line across the
Winooski River bridge and return. Contact Leader:
Michael Chernick, 249-0520 or chernick5@
comcast.net for meeting time and place.

TRAIL WORKERS NEEDED!
The Montpelier Section would welcome your help
on these upcoming Fall work hikes:
October 24, Saturday - Work Hike.
Stowe. Moderate. All abilities. Various distances. Smugglers' Notch, on the LT/
Elephant's Head and Sterling Pond Trails.
Bring lunch. Wear sturdy boots, work clothes and
gloves. Meet at MHS at 8:00 A.M. Contact Leader:
Steve Bailey, 1-609-424-9238 or trails@
gmcmontpelier.org
October 31, Saturday - Work Hike.
Duxbury. Moderate. All abilities. 3-4 miles
round trip. LT to Bamforth Ridge Shelter.
Bring lunch. Wear sturdy boots, work
clothes and gloves. Meet at MHS at 8:00 A.M.
Leader: Steve Bailey, 1-609-424-9238, or trails@
gmcmontpelier.org
Trail Talk/Fall, 2015

Doris Washburn. A dedicated section member
to be one of the first to walk across the new
Winooski River Footbridge.
J. Hebert
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OUTING REPORTS
April 18, 2015 – Walk. Adamant by Mary Garcia
It was a very nice day for our group of thirteen to
walk around Sodom Pond in Adamant. Everyone
enjoyed the day. It was good to have some new
people join the group.

R. Nuquist

our only sit-down of the day. Spring flowers were
observed by our naturalists, some (flowers) requiring consultation with the field guide.
We met three parties hiking the trail, one being
there by accident; they came over from Cotton
Brook Road, so had a long walk back to their car.
April 26, 2015 - Walk. North Branch, Montpelier Everyone was home by four.
by Michael Chernick
May 7, 2015 - Walk. Montpelier, East MontpeThis hike was originally scheduled as a walk
along the Burlington bike path. For logistically rea- lier by Manuel Garcia
sons, the group decided to change the hike to a
Eight people started at the Montpelier Civic Cenwalk on the trails in North Branch Park in Montpe- ter and walked east along the old rail bed of the
lier and East Montpelier.
former Montpelier and Wells River Railroad to the
The group started at Montpelier Recreation Field Winooski Hydroelectric Plant in East Montpelier,
and then on the North Branch trail system past the which was built on an existing dam on the Winoopasture in East Montpelier to the road and back.
ski River. We were treated to a tour of the plant by
All hikers experienced an enjoyable excursion.
the operator, Dennis Wilber.
Photos of some of the former plants along this
April 28, 2015 - Road Walk. Middlesex by
area were viewed by the group. We saw some of
Reidun Nuquist
the remaining parts of an old penstock that was
With the woods still too wet for hiking, The Trek- used to bring downstream from the dam to power a
kers went
former plant.
on anWe also explored the area where the new Cross
other
Vermont Recreation Path Bridge will cross the Wimud seanooski River.
son road
The group returned to the Civic Center and travwalk. Afeled east by car to an area on the Old Country
ter sevClub Road. There we viewed some more photos of
eral
other electric generating plants that once existed in
damp,
the Pioneer area of Montpelier. The day was very
overcast
hot and humid, so we did this portion by car.
days, the
May 17, 2015 - Wildflower Hike. Little River
weather
State Park, Waterbury by George Longenecker
was halfway decent, and we had a good turnout, including & Cynthia Martin
some newcomers. We did the 6-mile loop from the Where we hiked on a Sunday
Rumney School, following Story, North Bear
afternoon, people once farmed
Swamp and East Bear Swamp Roads.
and milled lumber. All that’s left
in the hills above the Little River
May 3, 2015 - Walk. Little River History Trail by are cellar holes, stone walls,
Ken Hertz
cemeteries, old roads turned to
Eleven people! A fine start to the spring hiking
trails, and apple trees gone wild.
season, with beautiful clear skies and warm
Fifteen of us walked the trails
breezes. The thermometer hit 76. The roads were looking for spring wildflowers
(almost) free of mud. Beautiful.
and wondering what life was like for G. Longenecker
Five people left MHS at ten, met one car at the
the settlers of these hardscrabble farms. WildWaterbury Park & Ride, and two more at the gate flower sightings included jack-in-the pulpits, purple
down by the dam on Little River Road. The gate
trilliums, painted trilliums, and several species of
was closed, so we had an extra mile to walk. The violets.
Stevenson Brook trail was advertised as our way
May 26, 2015 - Trekker Bike Ride. Moretown by
up into the historic area, but that trail was closed
for mud season, so we went on to Dalley Loop and Reidun Nuquist
walked up the Hedgehog Brook trail.
This was the longest bike ride any of us had yet
We stopped for lunch near the Tom Herbert farm, taken this spring, but we all made it to Moretown
Trail Talk/Fall, 2015
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and back, 25 miles in all. The generous porch at
the town's country store provided a shady spot for
lunch. It was a very warm day, and we were happy
to get out of the saddle for half an hour.
May 30, 2015 – Hike. Worcester Mountain by
Phyllis Rubenstein and Charlene Bohl
Nine of us hiked 2.6 miles to the summit of
Worcester Mountain on Saturday, May 30, 2015.
The hike offers a moderate, then steeper ascent
with a final ascent over a rocky outcropping with a
large vein of white quartz.
Some of us continued on a short bit to get the feel
of the Skyline Trail which heads south to Hogback
and Hunger Mountains. The day was warm with a
possibility of afternoon thunderstorms. The woods
were loaded with spring wild flowers and black
flies!
June 13, 2015 - Hike. Appalachian Gap to
Stark's Nest by John Buddington
Seven hikers assembled at 9:15 A.M. at the Red
Hen in Middlesex and proceeded to Appalachian
Gap to meet the eighth hiker. Heavy overnight rain
had been followed by a sunny day in the seventies.
The trail had some running
water and a few minor mud
bogs.
We noted a few bicycle
riders from the Killington
Stage Race as we crossed
McCullough Turnpike at
10:00 and headed south on
the LT. We climbed 1.8
J. Buddington
miles to the Mad River Glen double chairlift,
stopped to appreciate the view, and continued 0.2
miles to the Theron Dean shelter using the Dean
Cave "shortcut". After another break, we hiked another 1.7 miles to the warming hut at the single
chair lift. We lunched about 12:30, reversed direction about 1:30 and headed north on the LT. All
eight of us reached Appalachian Gap by 3:15.
While ascending, we encountered a half dozen
overnight hikers and LT section hikers. By the time
we had finished lunch 10-15 day hikers had appeared at the warming hut.
We hiked for 5.0 miles, gained 1300 vertical feet,
but had not settled the question of where the best
maple creemees were. Hence, we adjourned to the
creemee’s in Moretown.
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Bolton LT Relocation
by Dave Hardy, Director of Field Programs

The Winooski Valley Long Trail Relocation
opened in Bolton on June 12, 2015, completing an
effort that began as a dream in 1910, and coalesced into a Green Mountain Club Board Action
item in
1989. It
became
unstoppable in
the
spring of
2011,
after we
received
our preliminary
Dan & Lynne Cardoza
J. Hebert
No Rise certification for the floodplain, and we completed a crossing license with the New England Central Railroad. So unstoppable that Tropical Storm Irene
couldn’t change our plans.
The LT relocation includes 4.6 miles of new trail
tread from Bolton Notch Road leading around the
summit of Stimson Mtn. to connect with the old LT
on Oxbow Ridge. Nearly 2 miles of road walking
was removed from the LT route, and the overall
change to the LT was a loss of 1.7 miles.
This relocation includes a 224-foot clear span
steel suspension bridge over the Winooski River.
The towers soar 40 ft over normal river water levels, and the deck is designed to remain above the
100-year flood level of the river. All components,
except the timber stair treads to the north access
and the fiberglass no-skid decking, are galvanized
steel. The bridge took two years for permits and
two years to build.
State funding helped with land acquisition and
bridge foundation costs, while the rest of this $2.5
million project was funded privately. The project
took four years to complete once the railroad
crossing was secured. GMC field programs is
grateful to return to our regularly scheduled projects of shelters, privies, and simple stringer-andabutment bridge maintenance. We remain indebted to our volunteers, our contractors, our construction crew, who now have amazing accumulated bridge construction and project management
experience, and to our membership for their collective support and contributions to this project.
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A HUGE THANK YOU
SECTION MEMBERS!

Trails & Shelters Report
by Steve Bailey

Bamforth Ridge Shelter
On May 9, a crew of eleven people, including Dave
Hardy from the GMC. Dave and two others went to
Bamforth Ridge Shelter, which we found to be in good
condition. The rest of the group cleaned the trail up to
Duxbury Window. Dave showed us an alternative to the
Big Ditch, which may become the official route sometime soon. The next day, Dave and John Buddington
went back with a chain saw and took care of a couple of
large trees.
Smugglers' Notch Trails
On May 16, seven workers showed up. Three people
took the Sterling
Pond Trail—the rest
of us worked on the
LT section starting
at Barnes Camp,
reaching the second
slide. They also
cleared the old LT
back to the picnic
area.
As the Sterling
Pond group did not
finish the entire trail,
we decided to
schedule a second
day there. On May
28, seven people
again made the trip Steve Bailey and George Longenecker
C. Martin
to the Notch. Four
started at the bottom of the Sterling Pond Trail, and the
other three went to Snuffy's and started from there,
making the circuit around Sterling Pond. They also
cleaned up debris around the shelter. Surprisingly
enough, there were still a few large snow piles at that
date! We were on the way back to the cars when a thunderstorm completely soaked us.
Adopters
Eric Seidel will continue as the adopter of the LT on
Bamforth Ridge, up to the shelter. Morgan Irons has
taken over as the adopter of the LT from Barnes Camp
up to Sterling Pond Shelter. Someone outside the section continues as the adopter of the Sterling Pond Trail
from Rte.108 to Snuffy’s. We are grateful for the work
our adopters have done, in addition to the work hikes.
Over the next several months, we will be working with
the GMC staff on the relocation of the lower LT section
on Bamforth Ridge to avoid road walking.
I encourage members to try the new section of the LT
going north from the new bridge. The earth is nice and
soft, with many switchbacks on the steep sections, a
pleasant change from the roots and rocks that you find
on the rest of the LT. 2.5 miles will bring you to the top
of Stimson Mtn. While there is no view from there, there
is a nice view from the rock climbing area you pass near
the bottom.
Trail Talk/Fall, 2015

The Montpelier Section has many dedicated volunteers. Whether they are on a committee, a trails
& shelters adopter, or caretaker, we want to recognize and thank each and every one of you for all
your time and effort. It is truly appreciated by
many. Thank you!
Section Members on GMC Committees:
Budget & Finance – Peter Downey, Steve Klein,
Mike Wetherell
Development – Geordie Hall, Andrew Nuquist
Education – Faith Bieler, Lexi Shear
Endowment – Ann Burcroff, Steve Klein
Executive – Steve Klein, John Page
Headquarters Planning – Chad Forcier
History & Archives – Michael Chernick
Land Protection – Paul Kendall
Legal, Insurance, Endowment – Michael Chernick
Legal, Insurance & Risk Management – John
Page
Marketing – Danforth Cardozo, Lynne Goodson,
Geordie Hall
Personnel – Priscilla Daggett
President – John Page
Publications – Mike Feiner, Matt Krebs
Stewardship – Joe Bahr, Matt Krebs, John Page
Trail Management – Charlene Bohl, Andrew
Nuquist, John Page
Treasurer – Steve Klein
Volunteers – Ken Hertz
Section Trails & Shelters Adopters:
LT: Bloodroot Gap to Chittenden Brook Trail,
Chittenden Brook Trail: Campground to LT –
Ken Vandermark
LT: Bamforth Ridge (Bamforth Ridge Shelter spur
to River Road) – Eric Seidel
Bamforth Ridge Shelter – Natalie Babij and Kim
McKee
Lake Mansfield Trail – David Ellenbogen and son
Zack
LT: VT 108 to Sterling Pond Trail – Morgan Irons
Sterling Pond Trail: Smuggler’s Notch to LT – Ben
Lange & Petra Halsema
Sterling Pond Shelter – Fabienne Pattison
Caretaker:
Sterling Pond Shelter – Tim Elkin
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Want to Save Money and Trees?
by Nancy Jordan, Trail Talk Editor

You can help the Green Mountain Club save
money and trees if you opt out of receiving the
printed version of Trail Talk.
By choosing to read the electronic online version
of the newsletter, you not only help the Montpelier
Section save money which can be used for trail
maintenance, shelter repair, etc., you also save
forests.
If you want to read Trail Talk on your screen instead of the paper version, send an e-mail to
newsletter@gmcmontpelier.org, with the subject
line "Opt Out." Be sure to include your name and
mailing address in the text area of the e-mail. In
the future, you will receive an e-mail notice telling
you when the next issue of Trail Talk is available
online.
Curious to see what the electronic version looks
like? Go to: gmcmontpelier.org, Welcome to the
Home Page, refer to the Trail Talk paragraph, and
click on the current issue.
(Section Director’s Report, contd. from page 2)
brating Matt, Jean noted his strength of purpose,
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work ethic, loyalty, trustworthiness, endurance and
superhuman strength, safety and accuracy on the
worksite, love for the trail, and dedication to preserving the trail for the future.
Sheri Larson and Paul Houchens returned for
second terms as at-large board members, and two
new board members were elected. Lars Botzjarns
is a former GMC field programs manager and interim director, and now teaches in Jericho, while
Faith Brown is a 2010 end-to-ender, and works in
non-profit financial management.
GMC members approved the slate of new officers. Jean Haigh handed over the gavel to Montpelier's John Page as GMC's 42nd president. Tom
Candon became as vice president, Steve Klein
stayed on as treasurer, and Lee Allen is secretary.
Finally, Dave Hardy gave everyone a look ahead
at life after the bridge. Our future includes work on
the Stratton Mountain tower, Bolton and Bryant
camps, the Smuggles’ Notch relocation and
boardwalk, a southbound trail relocation up
Camel's Hump, the next bridge in Mad Tom
Notch, and the removal of Cooper Lodge.
The next board meeting will be September 26 at
the GMC headquarters, followed by GMC’s annual
volunteer appreciation picnic.
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