GMC Montpelier Section Newsletter
Spring, 2013 - No.106

APRIL 12 EVENT YOU SHOULDN'T MISS!!
Annual Meeting, Conversation, Camaraderie, Potluck, Program
Pete Antos-Ketcham, Director of Operations at the Green Mountain Club, will entertain us with "Life
c----=~~nr~:::;:;:;::::n
, at 4,400 Feet: Caretaking the Randolph Mountain Club's G~ay
•, Knob Cabin."
Clinging to the tree line in New Hampshire's Northern Presidential
Range, is the Randolph Mountain Club's (AMC) Gray Knob Cabin.
Originally built as a private cabin by Dr. E. Y. Hincks' family in 1905,
the cabin today has a capacity of 15 persons and is insulated for
winter use. With the back to the land movement in the 1970s causing
a massive spike in use, parti.cularly in winter, the RMC has been
keeping a caretaker in residence year round since 1976. Starting in
the winter of 1997/1998, Pete worked on and off as winter caretaker
for the AMC-while working for the GMC in the summer and fall. To. day, in his spare time, he is a member of the all volunteer board of
directors for the AMC, and serving as the camps chair overseeing
the management of Gray Knob and other AMC camps. Come hear
stories and see slides from his time at Gray Knob in winter, and learn
more about the other New England mountain club founded in 1910.
. · , Also, Will Wiquist, GMC Executive Director, and Dave Hardy, Direc. tor of Trail Programs for the GMC, will provide us with field programs
update and the latest on the Bolton bridge project.

WHERE: Bethany United Church
115 Main Street, Montpelier, VT
WHEN:

Social: 5:30 P.M.
Dinner: 6:00 P.M.

WHAT TO BRING: Your potluck dish to feed four people. Also, please bring your own plate, cup,
and eating utensils. Please include a list of ingredients for those who may have food allergies.
Last name starts with
A-H

1-0
P-Z

Type of Dish

Main Dish
Dessert and rolls
Salad (pasta or garden)

The annual business meeting will follow dinner and end with our guest speakers.
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MONTPELIER SECTION OFFICERS

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Charlene Bohl

(2012-2013)
President:
Charlene Bohl
34 Chase Road
No. Middlesex, VT 05682
Tel: 802-229-9908
E-mail: president@
gmcmontpelier.org
Vice President:
PaulDeLuca
30Cano Drive
Barre, VT 05641
Tel: 802-223-5603
E-mail: vicepresident@
gmcmontpelier.org
Treasurer:
Robert Lorenz
11 Lague Drive
Montpelier, VT 05602
Tel: 802-262-2150
E-mail: rlorenz@sover.net
Secretary/LTN Reporter:
Kathy Gohl
68 Chase Road
No. Middlesex, VT 05682
Tel: 802-229-0725
E-mail: secretary@
gmcmontpeller.org
Membership Coordinator:
Kenneth Hertz
1186 Towne Hill Road
East Montpelier, VT 05651
Tel: 802-229-4737
E-mail: membership@
gmcmontpelier.org
Webmaster:
John Buddington
68 Chase Road
No. Middlesex, VT 05682
Tel: 802·229-0725
E-mail: webmaster@
gmcmontpeller.org

Trails & Shelters Coordinator:
Erle Seidel
165 Molly Supple Hill Road
Middlesex, VT 05602
Tel: 802-223-1406
E-mail: trails@
gmcmontpeller.org
Publicity Coordinator:
Kevin Ryan
4 Mechanic Lane #2
Montpelier, VT 05602
Tel: 802·229-0236
E-mail: publicity@
gmcmontpeller.org
Editor:
Nancy Jordan
219 Towne Hill Road
Montpelier, VT 05602
Tel: 802-223-3935
E-mall: newsletter@
gmcmontpelier.org
GMC Board of Directors:
Michael Wetherell
2 Heaton Street, Apt. 2
Montpelier, VT 05602
Tel: 802-223-8493
E-mail: directors@
gmcmontpelier.org
Priscilla Daggett (Alternate)
654 Gray Road
Plainfield, VT 05667
Tel: 802-454-1234
E-mail: directors@
gmcmontpelier.org

Trails & Shelters Committee:
Eric Seide!, Chalnnan - 802-223-1406
John Buddington - 802-229-0725
Ken Hertz - 802-229-4737
Fred Jordan • 802-223-3935
Reidun Nuquist - 802-223-3550

The Montpelier Section welcomes these
new members who joined after October
23, 2012:
Susan Atwood-Stone, Vincent Broderick,
Mike Coe, David Newman, Julie Potter,
Robert Rovella, and Jessica Smith.
We look forward to meeting you at our
upcoming events.

Trail Tal/C/Sprlng, 2013

What I Love about the GMC
Members of the Montpelier Section like to climb
a (small) mountain on New Year's Day. For New
Year's Day, 2013, the notice of the event, a variation of one from previous years, appeared in Trail
Talk and on the website gmcmontpelier.org.
These activities with friends are what the club is
all about. Old friends started calling, along with
new people, who were fun to get to know.
We had received a big dumping of snow a few
days after Christmas. The trail would be packed
out by New Year's Day. And then it snowed a few
light, fluffy inches on the night before the hike.
Conditions were ideal and plans were made.
Nine of us left from the "winter trailhead" open
spot by the last house on North Bear Swamp .
Road. A friend who leads ski trips used to say,
"You should be cold in the parking lot." I understood what she was saying, and it was cold!
After moving for a while, we began to warm up.
There was a small snow bridge over the stream
crossing. Sometimes, in all sorts of movement,
you are in the moment and seemingly moving effortlessly. It felt that way on the way to White
Rock~~ The sn.9-w_~?~..~e~J?.•..~!.!! tr.~c~~~ ~~~
.
enough so we were walking in the snow, but not
breaking trail. There was snow on the trees. The
sky was blue. It was beautiful.
I hiked silently for part of the hike; caught up with
old friends for a while and made new friends as
we walked along.
The last section after the trial junction was steep;
we would not have made it without the crampons
on our snowshoes. The trees on both sides of the
narrow trail were covered in snow, and it was like
climbing through a snow tunnel.
We only went as far as the lookout. When we got
out in the open again, the wind was blowing and it
was cold. The view of Mt. Hunger was magnificent. We watched the sun go across the mountain, and saw a small black figure climbing almost
to the summit of Mt. Hunger. Hot drinks and
snacks were shared.
The steep section was slippery on the way
down. At the trail junction, we saw two other people, the first "other people" we had seen all day.
We kept going and were down in fairly quick fashion. We didn't linger where the cars were parked.
What a great start to 20131
By the time you read this, winter will be over. We
will be looking forward to warm weather activities.
See you on the trail.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 2 - May 28, 2013
MOMIJlllll

The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in between.
•Easy - accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children.
• Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable.
• Difficult - challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary.
Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring appropriate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, and other items as
mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events.
Our trip leaders are volunteers who are not necessarily trained in first aid, nor does the Montpelier Section or
the GMC certify or license trip leaders. Participants should attend these events with the understanding that they
are responsible for their own preparedness and safety, and that all contribute to the well-being of the group.
The (Young Adventures Club) is a new group to get parents and children (0-12 years old) outdoors to
hike, play, learn about nature, and make friends. Events happen on the second weekend of every month.
Please check out their website: gmcmontpelier.org/yac for details.

~

PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG.

March 2, Saturday - Cross-country Ski. Stowe.
Moderate. Various distances. Stowe Mountain Resort. Pass or trail fee required. Contact Leaders:
Mary Garcia, 622-0585 or Mary Smith, 505-0603
for meeting time and place.

March 19, Tuesday - Mystery Outing. Locatipn
and length is Leader's choice. What we do and
where we go will depend on weather and ground
conditions. Contact Leaders: Reidun and Andrew
Nuquist: 223-3550.

March 3, Sunday- Cross-country Ski. Groton.
Moderate. 6+/- miles. Groton State Forest. Bring
lunch. Meet at 10:00 A.M. at MHS. Contact Leaders: George Longenecker or Cynthia Martin, 2299787 or marlong@myfairpoint.net for conditions.

March 30, Saturday - Walk. Maple Corners. Easy.
5+/- miles. Historic road walk with birds and flowers
inevitable. Contact Leader: Nona Estrin, 223-7745
or nona@vtlink.net for meeting time and place.

April 12, Friday- Montpelier. Section Annual
March 9, Saturday - Snowshoe. Waterbury. Mod- Meeting. Bethany United Church, Montpelier, VT.
erate. 6.4 miles. Little River State Park Loop. Con- See page 1 for details.
tact Leader: Charlene Bohl, 229-9908 or charleneApril 14, Sunday- Walk. Warren. Moderate. 7.5
bohl@comcast.flet for meeting time and place.
miles. Road walk loop out of Warren village. Dress
March 9, Saturday- Snowshoe. Montpelier. for weather. Bring lunch and water. Meet at MHS.
Easy. Hubbard Park. Young Adventurers
Contact Leaders: Reidun or Andrew Nuquist, 223Club. Contact: Gretchen Elias, 223-6360 for 3550 for meeting time.
meeting time and place.
April 14, Sunday- Walk. Barre. EasyModerate.
Millstone Trails. Young AdventurMarch 9, Saturday - Snowshoe. Middlesex.
ers
Club.
Pass
or trail fee required. Contact:
Moderate/Difficult. White Rocks. Young Adventurers Club. Contact Mike Wetherell, 223- Mike Wetherell, 223-8493 .

[j]

8493 or Lexi Shear, 223-981 o.

April 20, Saturday - Walk. Berlin. Moderate. 5
March 13, Wednesday- Meeting. Montpelier. Ex- mile road walk with possible extension to 8 miles
ecutive Committee. 6:30 P.M. Bring $5.00 contribu- Berlin Pond. Contact Leader: Kevin Ryan, 249tion for pizza. All members are welcome. You may 8849 or pinewhisp@comcast.net for meeting time
bring a dessert to share. Contact Ken Hertz, 229- and place.
4737 or membership@gmcmontpelier.org
April 21, Sunday - Walk. Stowe. Easy. 1O miles.
March 16, Saturday - Snowshoe. Underhill. Difficult. 5 miles. Devil's Dishpan. Stevensville via Nebraska Notch, Long and Underhill Trails. Contact
Leader: Steve Lightholder, 479-2304 or steve.lightholder@yahoo.com for meeting time and place.
Trail Ta/ktSpring, 2013

Bike Path. Meet at MHS. Contact"Leader: Michael
Chernick, 249-0520 or chernick5@comcast.net for
meeting time.
April 27, Saturday-Walk. Adamant. Moderate. 5
miles. Walk around Sodom Pond. Contact Leaders:

www.gmcmontpeller.org
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Mary Garcia, 622-0585 or Mary Smith, 505-0603
for meeting time and place.

TRAILS AND SHELTERS ~
REPORT by Eric Seidel
If/!_

April 28, Sunday - Walk. Waterbury. Moderate.
Wildflower Walk. Little River State Park. Meet at
1:OO P.M. at MHS. Contact Leaders: George
Longenecker or Cynthia Martin, 229-9787 or
marlong@myfairpoint. net

As my third and last year as Montpelier Section
Trails & Shelters Coordinator comes to an end, I
am pleased to report that our sections of the LT on
Camel's Hump and Smugglers' Notch are in generally very good shape. Of course, one does not exMay 7, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Montpelier. Moderpect to walk the "Foot Path in the W ilderness" withate. 25 miles. Montpelier to Moretown. Helmet reout muddy and wet feet in some locations, despite
quired. Contact Mary Garcia, 622-0585 or Mary
all our best efforts, and we meet that expectation.
Smith, 505-0603 for meeting time and place.
As my successor takes over the reins at the April
annual meeting, there are many exciting projects
May 8, Wednesday - Work Hike. Rain Date: May
on the books for the next few years in addition to
10, Friday. Montpelier. North Branch River Park or
the recurring annual maintenance tasks. W ith the
Hubbard Park. Various abilities. 2-3 miles. Approx.
completion of the Winooski bridge, the construction
6 hrs., although volunteers with less time are apof which will allow many fascinating volunteer oppreciated. Help Parks Director Geoff Beyer mainportunities to our members. There will be substantain our local parks, where many members spend
tial trail adjustments of the LT to access the crossmany pleasant hours. Bring lunch, water, wear
work boots and work gloves. Tools provided. Meet
at Montpelier pool parking lot on Elm St. at 9:00
A.M. Please contact Leader: Andrew Nuquist, 2233550 of your availability.
May 12, Sunday- Hike. Moscow. Moderate. 4-5
hour. Cotton Brook Road. Loop with short uphill
stretch. Meet at MHS. Contact Leader: Ken Hertz,
229-4737 or membership@gmcmontpelier.org for
meeting time.
May 12, Sunday- Bike Ride. Wells River.
Moderate. Young Adventurers Club. Rail
Trail. Contact: Lexi Shear, 229-9810 for
meeting time and place.

November 3 trail workers on Bamforth Ridge.

ing on both sides of the river. I am hopeful that
these changes will energize members to come out
and help. There are also changes afoot in SmugMay 18, Saturday- Work Hike. Duxbury. glers' Notch with the possible relocation of the
All abilities. 3-4 miles round trip. Spring .
lower end of the LT being moved in the Barns
walk-thru on the LT to Bamforth Ridge
Camp vicinity. This will eliminate the difficult brook
Shelter. Bring lunch. Wear sturdy boots,
crossing at the picnic area trailhead. We are seework clothes and gloves. Meet at MHS at 8:00
ing some degradation on the ground as hikers look
A.M. Leader: Eric Seidel, 223-1406 or trails@
up and down stream for a dryer way to cross the
gmcmontpelier.org
roiling brook after a substantial rain.
To the degree where it is possible, I will hope to
May 25, Saturday- Work Hike. Stowe. All
shake hands with every volunteer who has joined
abilities. Various distances. Smugglers'
us on the trail during my tenure, and to personally
Notch. Spring walk-thru on the LT/
thank them for their valuable efforts. With my reElephant's Head and Sterling Pond Trails.
tirement as T & S Coordinator, I w ill proudly join
Wear sturdy boots, work clothes and gloves. Meet
our energetic "regulars" on the trail. This group is
at MHS at 8:00 A.M. Leader: Eric Seidel, 223-1406
very impressive in its never ending dedication to
or trails@gmcmontpelier.org
our mission. I also wish to thank our trails and
May 28, Tuesday - Paddle. Marshfield. Moderate. shelters adopters in their very helpful scouting and
Marshfield Reservoi r. Early season paddle around reporting efforts that allows us to keep on top of
the reservoir. Bring lunch and water. PFD required. the needs of the trail. Lastly, a heartfelt thanks to
Meet at MHS. Contact Leaders: Reidun or Andrew every individual volunteer who joined us to help
(no matter how infrequently) w ith our mission.
Nuquist, 223-3550 for meeting time.
Trail Talk/Spring, 2013
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OUTING REPORTS
October 14, 2012 - Berlin, Irish Hill, by
Gretchen Elias
A group of optimistic YAC members ignored
predictions of rain
on Sunday and
headed out to explore the Irish Hill
trail in Berlin.
Their optimism
was rewardedthough the day
was grey and
damp, it didn't
rain a bit during
the outing, and
great fun was had
by all. The group
of nine adults and
ten kids trekked
up the hill, stopping at the bridge
G. Elias
to explore the brook and gathering interesting leaf
specimens along the way. After pausing at the
Stewart Farm site to check out the ruins of the old
barn, they continued on to the trail intersection,
where they stopped for snacks and hot cocoa.
Everyone went their own pace on the way back. It
was a diverse crowd, including a fifteen month old
who rode most of the way (but did do some impressive hiking as well), a two year old who
walked the whole way, several three year olds
who took their time and tried their parents' patience, as well as a five year old who was bitterly
disappointed that we didn't continue on to the top.
All the kiddos enjoyed petting Waldo, the dog.

rain had been predicted, but the day turned out
sunny and the temperature reached 60 degrees.
Notch Brook was running strongly from a heavy
rain the night before. We crossed it easily, then
paralleled the southeast boundary of Middlesex
Town Forest, until we met a skid trace near the
brook that drains the interior of the Town Forest.
We headed uphill along a skid trace and continued
along a rocky ridge to the main spine of the
Worcester Range. Then continued north to the
ridgeline and thence to the lower summit of
Chases Mountain.
We returned via the southerly ridge of Chases
Mountain, and followed a brook back to the interior
corner of the Town Forest. This brook had many
waterfalls and cascades. Having completed a circuit, we returned to the WMA parking area by

October 14, 2012 - Mt. Mansfield, Sunset Ridge,
by Charlene Bohl
When I planned the trip, I imagined us walking up
Sunset Ridge on a sunny warm day in October. It
was sunny, but chilly, and there was a blanket of
frost on the mountain. It was visually stunning but
very slippery on the trail. Most of us had light traction devices and were grateful for them. We
climbed up the ridge and ate lunch at the Chin,
along with a lot of other people. It was winter at
the top, but by the time we reached the side trail
for Cantilever Rock, it was fall again.

December 16, 2012 - Road Walk, Peacham, by
Reidun and Andrew Nuquist
Twelve brave souls came out to face cold, wind,
and
snow
on an
offseason
road
walk
around
scenic
Peacham.
R. Nuqufst
We started in the hilltop village and walked a 6+
mile loop, following historic Bayley-Hazen Road,
Half Penny Road, and Penny Road. The snow excited the skiers among us, who were all hoping for

October 20, 2012- Middlesex Town Forest
Bush-whack, by John Buddington
Three of us met at 9:00 at the Middlesex Notch
Wildlife Management Area, and headed west on
the Class 4 section of Notch Road. A chance of
Trall TalM>pring, 2013

3:15.
October 21 , 2012-Hike, Bald Mountain, by
Reidun Nuquist
Armed with Luke O'Brien's "Northeast Kingdom
Mountain Trail Guide" and wanting to learn more
about his corner of the state, five of us headed to
Bald Mountain, east of Lake Willoughby.
It was a cool, damp day, following upon a wet
week, so the Long Pond Trail was quite muddy.
The first section is gentle. Then the trail climbs
steeply over roots and rocks, through the sprucefir forest, to the top at 3,325 feet.
The summit was in the low-hanging clouds soon
began to leak, so none of us bothered to climb the
fire tower which has a 360°view. Instead, we
sought shelter in the abandoned warden's cabin
before we headed back down to the trailhead.

www.gmcmontpelier.org
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UPDATE: Bolton Bridge,

more-and soon.

January 19, 2013 - Snowshoe. Groton State
Forest, by Steve Lightholder
Four of us had a great trek through the Groton
forest. Conditions were just right: temperatures
pushing 30, a frozen base of snow with five inches
of powder on top. We started at the nature center
and followed the Coldwater Brook Trail to Big Deer
Mountain. From there, we had views of Lake
Groton and Peacham Pond. Coming back down
the mountain, we searched unsuccessfully for the
shelter at the southeastern end of Osmore Pond.
I'm sure it's there; it was just well-hidden that day.
Our return route was via the Hosmer Brook Trail.
It's slightly confusing where the new and improved
Telephone Line Trail crosses. (Good place for a
future ski.) However, we managed to stay on the
trail, and returned to the starting point as the evening gloom began to close in.

January 22, 2013 - Morse Farm Cross-country
Ski, by Reidun Nuquist
Are we glad we didn't cancel the ski at Morse
Farm Ski Touring Center! The previous week was
dismal with an extended January thaw, sporadic
rain, and gale-force winds. The scheduled ski trip
looked doomed~ But a light snowfall and comp.etent trail grooming, gave us a delightful afternoon
of cross-country skiing at Morse's.

by Fred Jordan

On Tuesday, January 22, the bridge project took
a forward step. The Bolton Development Review
Board closed on the project. They now have fortyfive days in which to render their decision. This is
followed by thirty days to allow for appeals. The
latest date for a complete answer is April 7. Let us
all hope for a positive reply from the Bolton DRB.
Should they not agree with our proposal, we will be
forced into Act 250, which is a lengthy process.
Accomplishments are the acceptance of a certificate stating that the bridge will not increase the
level of the Winooski River in the event of a flood,
and access to the bridge for the physically impaired has also been approved.
Some of the pending issues include the tunnel
under the interstate. A building permit is required
for the bridge from the Bolton Select Board. We
are also seeking a permit for a parking lot from the
VT Agency of Transportation.
Being associated with this project, I am impressed at how hard the GMC team, led by W ill
Wiquist, is working. This project would not be this
advanced without their commitment, dedication,
and hard work.

Circle April 12
on your calendar.
Section Annual Meeting

MONTPELIER SECTION
MEMBERS
"LIST"
The "Lisf' is the section computer communication
tool. With this you can quickly alert all members on
the list, of changes in meetings, upcoming events,
outings, etc. Some use the "List" to get participation in unscheduled events. This tool is also used
to alert section members of upcoming events.
If you would like your e-mail address added to the
"Lisf', go to the website: gmcmontpeliersection.org.
Click on Green Mountain Club - GMC-Montpelier
Section, click on About Us, then Contact Information. Scroll down, click on gmcmontpelier-list@gmc
montpelier.org Fill out the requested information
under Subscribing to gmcmontpelier-list.
You should be all set to receive future up-to-date
information.

Trail Talk/Winter, Spring, 2013

THE TREKKERS
The Trekkers are a group of people-mostly
retired-who like the outdoors,
and believe in staying active.
Everyone is welcome! We get
together during the week to
hike, bike, paddle, ski, or
snowshoe--depending on the
season. Outings are announced by e-mail only, often
just a few days in advance. To be added to
The Trekkers e-mail list, contact Nancy Jordan
at jordanfn29@gmail.com

www.gmcmontpelier.org
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YOUNG ADVENTURERS ClUB
JOIN US! Adventures are usually scheduled for
the second weekend of each month, September
through June. Most adventures meet at 10:00
a.m., although some longer outings may have an
earlier meeting time.

The Young
Adventurers Club
is a group of the
Montpelier Section of the Green
Mountain Club.

WHAT YAC ADVENTURES ARE COMING
UP? Here's our schedule for late winter and
spring 2013.

Our goal is to get
parents and kids
0-12 years old outdoors together to
hike, play, learn,
and make friends.
Our adventures are open to all kids and families. We plan outings that are suitable for different ages but that any family can join. They're led
by fellow parents, and there is no charge to participate.
We stop, explore and have fun along the way.
We choose adventures with special featuresrocks, water, picnic spots, cool trees, animals,
views, and caves. Adventures include bike and
canoe trips, city hikes, scavenger hunts, and
other fun activities. All kids receive an Adventure Journal to keep track of the cool things
they've done.
We modify adventures to fit kids' interest and
needs. We go at the pace kids set. We stop to eat
snacks frequently. We make sure everyone is
safe, prepared, and comfortable. We usually
leave even our friendliest furry friends at home.

•

Snowshoe to White Rocks, Middlesex
Saturday, March 9

•

Snowshoe in Hubbard Park, Montpelier
Saturday, March 9

•

Spring walk on the Millstone Trails, Barre
Sunday, April 14

•

Bike ride on the Wells River Rail Trail
Sunday, May 12

•

Hike up Mt. Abraham, Warren/Lincoln
Saturday, June 1

•

Annual canoe picnic at Wrightsville Reservoir Sunday, June 30

To learn more about YAC, join our adventure announcement e-mail list, or figure out which adventure might be good for your family ...
•
•
•
•

Send us an email, yacgmcmontpelier.org
Visit our site, www.gmcontpelier.org/yac
Give us a call-Lexi Shear, 229-9810, or
Mike Wetherell, 223-8493, or
Find us on Facebook.

We keep activities local. We meet at the trail
and avoid shuttles. Some days it just takes more
time to get going, and it's hard to car pool with
car seats and boosters in the back.
We want kids to be successful in the outdoors.
And we encourage older kids to be mentored by
experienced adults into taking leadership roles.
Trail Ta/WSpring, 2013

www.gmcmontpelier.org
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We encourage you to join or renew your membership in the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club.
Annual dues are: Individual - $40.00

Life (1 adult) - $1 ,000.00

Family - $50.00 (inc. children under age 18)

Dual Life (2 adults) - $1,500.00

Limited Income - $22.00

Sponsor (Individual or Family) - $60.00

Renewals: MAILED ON ANNIVERSARY DATE OF JOINING GMC

~

-- ---- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --------- ---------- ---- ---------- ------ ----MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Join the Montpelier Section of T he Green Mountain Qlub, Inc. and you will receive a membership card, the
Section quarterly newsletter (Trail Talk), the GMC quarterly (Long Trail News), a discount on GMC publications
and merchandise, and reduced overnight fees at selected shelters.
Name (s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _

Telephone: (h) _ _ __ _ (w) _ _ __ _ _ E-mail: -

-

- - - - - -- - Amt. enclosed: $ _ __

0

I/We are interested in helping with trail maintenance.

0

Enclosed is a $ _ __

donation to the Montpelier Section.

Please make check payable to the "Green Mountain Club" and mark it for the Montpelier Section.
Mail to: Green Mountain Club, Inc., 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677
Phone: (802) 244-7037; fax: (802) 244-5867; e-mall: gmc@greenmountalnclub.org

~
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MOUNTAIN CLUB
Maintaining and Protecting Vc:nnont's Long 'Thil Since 1910
I

First Visual Model of Long Trail Bridge Released
Green Mountain Club Announces Major Matching Gift for Historic Project

WATERBURY CENTER, VT, February 1 - The Green Mountain Club today
unveiled the first visual mockup of its planned Long Trail footbridge over the
Winooski River while announcing a $50,000 challenge match donation.
"It is very exciting to actually see, for the first time, a vision of this historic project.
After more than 100 years of dreaming and striving, the Green Mountain Club is
very close to finally completing a footbridge for the Long Trail over the Winooski
River," said Will Wiquist, executive director of the club. "In order to complete this
project, we need to raise the remaining necessary funds and this dollar-for-dollar
challenge donation will help us reach these goals and, literally, cross that bridge
soon."
The Green Mountain Club has already raised more than $550,000 from private
donors to support this historic project. This, in addition to the long-standing
support for this project and land protection efforts from the state of Vermont, has
brought the club within $115,000 of its fundraising goal.
An anonymous donor has offered to match every project donation between now
and the end of August, up to $50,000. In making this generous pledge, the donor
said, "Gettin~(a i::)efmarie'nt ·bridge across the Winooski has been a dream of the
Club for decades, as it will both reduce the longest remaining road walk and fill
the last major gap in the Long Trail. Realizing that dream, by providing the
necessary funding to acquire the trail heads on both sides of the River, has been
a personal challenge of mine for almost 25 years, and I am excited that the end
is now in sight."
The Green Mountain Club has sought to establish a safe, appropriate and
permanent route for the Long Trail over the Winooski River in Bolton since 1912
when the club established the first stretch of the trail from Mt. Mansfield to the
river. At that time, the Vermont General Assembly appropriated $500 for the
project. While that did not result in a bridge, the club has continued this effort into
the present day. Over the years, the Long Trail has utilized a farmer's row boat
as a ferry, the railroad bridge, and, today, a 3 miles road walk and a busy road
bridge in Jonesville.
The Green Mountain Club's Long Trail Protection campaign has purchased land
and secured four easements from landowners to assure a permanent right of
way for the trail between Camel's Hump State Park on the south side of the river
and Mt. Mansfield State Forest to the north. The club's partnership with the
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation has played a key role in
this conservation achievement.
The Green Mountain Club expects to have shovels in the ground on this project

by this June with completion in autumn. The club has hired a professional
engineering firm to build off of excellent preliminary design work done by civil
engineering students from Norwich University. The more than 220-foot bridge
will be built by the special projects team of the club's Long Trail Patrol.
Donations can be made online at www.greenmountainclub.org and by sending a
contribution to Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury
Center, VT 05677.
Cont~ct:

Will Wiquist (802) 241-8212

