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Sterling Pond Shelter Replaced,

by Sylvia Plumb

Shelter building on the Long Trail is as
much
about the people as it is about
J.P. Taylor Series........•..•1
hauling wood, banging nails, and installPresidenfs Article•.........•. 2 ing a roof.
"It's the contemporary equivalent of a
New Section Members..•...2
barn
raising," notes Montpelier Section
Calendar of Events........3-4
President Bill Clark. "People who
Cr.oss-Country Ski Article.4 wouldn't ordinarily meet get together for
Outing Reports ................6 conversation and camaraderie."
This summer over ten days, 51 volunSection Director's
teers
hiked the 1.2-mile trail to the shelReport...........................7
ter site to build a shelter on a bluff overShaping Your GMC.•...•.•..7
looking Sterling Pond. The new shelterMembership
- completed September 24--replaces
Application ...•••••.••••••..•••7 one built in 1972. Fred W . Mould built
the first shelter at Sterling Pond in
Volunteer Appr•clatlon
Sterling Pond Shetter Dedication, September 25, 2005
Fred Jordan
Awards ...••..................•..8 1926.
Building a shelter in the mountains takes a lot of grunt work and cooperation. Duncan Wilkie,
50/50 Fundraiser..•..•••••.••.8
Montpelier Section Trails & Shelters Coordinator, and volunteer coordinator for the project, considered how to lug 10-foot, 8x8 pressure-treated posts down a rocky footpath in the pouring rain
f'rl'~~
without injuring anyone.
The solution required a touch of ingenuity. He created slings that allowed 8-10 people to carry
each post. Despite two inches of rain, the twenty-one volunteers had a fun - albeit wet and cold MISSION
day. Similarly, a stretcher made from two poles and rope allowed pairs of volunteers to haul sevSTATEMENT
enteen, 80-pound bags of cement, one bag at a time.
Site preparation for the n·ew shelter began May 22 when ten volunteers cleared the burnt reThe mission of the
mains of the old shelter, leveled the site, and dug foundation footings. Supplies were carried in
Green Mountain Club
is to make the
over the weekends of July 9 and July 23, and construction began in August. Wilkie made sure that
Vennont mountains pfay
every volunteer had a job. He didn't want anyone to walk out without feeling they had participated.
a larger part in the fife of the For twelve-year-old Jordan Leach and thirteen-year-old Lia van Dyke. the shelter's adopters, this
people by protecting
meant helping to remove a stump in the way of the shelter. Other volunteers replaced bog bridgand maintaining the
ing, painted the shelter, moved rocks, blazed trail, and improved drainage.
Long Traif System
Clark notes that the shelter construction revitalized the whole area around the pond. He also
and fostering, through
education. the stewardship of feels the project revitalized the interest of volunteers in trail work and maintenance. It certainly did
for Maura O'Brien. She was inspired by Bamforth Ridge Shelter project, but her true inspiration
Vennont's hiking trails and
mountains.
came from her dad: "It reminded me of work I used to do with my father when he volunteered at a
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14th Annual James P. Taylor Series ,..., Friday, January 27th, 7:00 P.M.
Project UltraSwan the Trumpeter Swan Migration Project
Using ultralight aircraft, Project UltraSwan endeavoured to
teach Trumpeter Swans a migration route as a prerequisite to
reintroducing them to the East Coast where over-hunting
wiped them out about 200 years ago. With no trumpeters left
to remember the routes, which must be taught, only humans
can lead them now.
Come and join Vermont photographer Elinor Osborn for the
evening as she narrates the journey through the eye of her
camera, and pilot Mark Reese relates his experiences flying
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at Noble Hall, Vermont College of Union

Institute in Montpelier. Refreshments will be on sale.
Admission is $5 for members, $8 for non-members, children under 12 are free. All proceeds benefit the Montpelier
Section of the GMC.
Directions: from 1-89, take Exit 8 - Montpelier. Follow access
road to 4th stoplight. Turn left onto Main Street (you'll cross a
bridge). Go to next stoplight. Turn right onto East State Street.
Follow the road up the hill until it runs into College Street at the
''T" intersection, the Vermont College Campus is on your right.
Noble Hall, with white pillars, is the third building on your left.
Parking: at the 'T' intersection, there is a parking lot; parking
is also available in back of the buildings and on College Street.
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The Montpelier Section welcomes these members
who joined after July 15, 2005:
Rubin Bennett, Maveret Burnham, Bill Cecil, Joann
Dwyer, Emily Missner, Nancy Parsons, Anne
Pietryka. Loretta Santos, and Charles Taplin
Again, welcome, and we look forward to meeting
you at our upcoming events. ©
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SECTION PRESIDENT'S LETTER.
by Bill Clark

LateA~ain
Dear Nancy,
Yes. I'm late again with my President's Letter-but I have an
excuse. Somehow I spent the summer at Sterling Pond Shelter. Well.
not really
the whole
summer I
backpacked in
New Jersey, paddled in
Vermont,
and biked
around
Stowe,
too .. .
But the
shelter. · . Me, faying on the roof, with helpers Eric Seidel and Paul
We started Deluca.
Ken Hertz
from
ground zero-or mud zero-in May. The water turned the
ashes from the burned 1973-era shelter into a gloppy black
goo that included bent nails and burned camping gear. Our
volunteers carried everything in buckets to a dump site well
into the woods.
Then, we had to dig holes for the foundation. In the rain.
Through the mud. And we didn't hit ledge until we got down
about four feet. There were no happy campers that day but
everyone tried to maintain a good attitude. Laundry bills skyrocketed all over Vermont as we scrubbed the mud from our
clothes . .. .
Then we dug some more. Fortunately, we managed to find a
foundation tool called a "big foot," so all we had to dig was a
large hole, lower it in, tamp dirt around it. . . Then we realized
we'd mismeasured, so we took out the dirt, removed the big
foot, redug the hole. Get the picture?
How did we get the lumber and hardware to the site? Most of
it came up on the ski lift-courtesy of Smugglers' Notch Ski
Area-then some rather hearty individuals carried everything
about a quarter mile to the site. Yes, it rained that day too.
Our luck turned when we started construction, with a warm
and sunny weather for a few weeks in July and August. Volunteers also worked on the trails around the pond and framed
the shelter. Then we got to the rafters. . . and it rained. So we
took the weekend off, returned on Monday to do the rafters
and some siding. A few dedicated souls even came back during the week. In the rain ....
We finished the roof on Saturday, September 24, then sixty
people showed up to dedicate the shelter on Sunday, September 251h. It rained.
Surprisingly, over 50 people came to visit, work, and enjoy
the pond. These volunteers laughed, got dirty, spilled paint on
their clothes, and told stories. I enjoyed the summer-long
show from my grandstand seat on the roof. I'm happy I was
there. I even spent several nights near the pond and slept in
the framed-but-not-finished shelter watching the stars.
It was a great summer. I just don't know where the time
went. And that's why I'm late.
All the best.
Bill
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CALENDAR OF £VENTS
DECEMBER J. 2005 - FEBRUARY 26. 2006
The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in-between.
• Easy • accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children.
• Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable.
• Difficult. challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary.
Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring appropriate gear for the
event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids. snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, and other items as mentioned in the Calendar
of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events.
• PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG.
December 3, Saturday • Snowshoe. "White Mtns., NH. 484,000' Series." Summit Mt. Pierce via Crawford Path. 6.4
miles. 5+ hrs. on trail. Moderate/Difficult. Must call Leader:
Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or pedluca420@msn.com for meeting
time and place.
December 4, Sunday • Hike or Snowshoe. East Montpelier.
Newest section of the East Montpelier Trail, past Mallory
Brook. Easy. WEAR RED OR ORANGE. Meet at 1 :00 P.M.
Leader: Ken Hertz, 229-4737 or hertzkj@acm.org
December 10, Saturday - Cross-Country SkilSnowshoe
or Hike. Johnson. LAST OF THE SECTION'S
........... MONTHLy soTH ANNIVERSARY HERITAGE
~ OUTINGS. Holiday party at Corliss Camp on
.;Mc•1oo!O<ltc<1<-.~ LT. Optional overnight. 3 miles. Easy/Moderate.
WEAR RED OR ORANGE. Bring snack or sweet to share;
also small gift (up to $2.00) to exchange. Call Leader: Reidun
Nuquist.-223-3550 for meeting time.
December 11, Sunday. Snowshoe/Hike. Pomfret/Barnard.
The AT from Rte. 12 to Winturi Shelter. 8 miles. Moderate!
Difficult with moderate elevation changes throughout the
hike. WEAR RED OR ORANGE. Bring lunch and warm beverage. Meet at 8:30 A.M. Please call Leader: Michael Chernick, 223-0918 or chernick@adelphia.net
December 12, Monday· Membership/Outing Planning
Meeting. Planning events from March 1-May 31 , 2006. You
may bring a dessert to share. Meet at 7:00 P.M., home of
Nancy Schulz, 223-7035. Call for directions. For meeting
information, contact Jill Aspinall, 224-9980
December 17, Saturday· Snowshoe. Duxbury. Hike the LT
to Bamforth Ridge Shelter. 5.4 miles. Difficult. Meet at 9:00
A.M. Leader: Steve Lightholder, 479-2304

miles. Meet at 10: 15 A.M. MHS, 11 :00 A.M. Elmore State
Park. Leader: Ed Loewenton. 888-3375 or ed@turnertoys.com
January 7, Saturday ·Snowshoe. "White Mtns., NH. 484,000' series." Summit Mt. Tecumseh via Mt. Tecumseh
Trail. 5 miles. 5 hours on trail. Moderate/Difficult. Must call
Leader: Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or pdeluca420@msn.com
January 7, Saturday· Cross-Country Ski. Barre Country
Club. As Easy or Moderate as participants wish. Meet at
1:00 P.M. Leader: Fred Jordan, 223-3935
January 8, Sunday ·Snowshoe or Hike. Plainfield. Spruce
Mtn. Enjoy views from the tower. Easy/Moderate. Meet at
10:00 A.M. Leader: Ken Hertz, 229-4737 or hertzkj@acm.org
January 14, Saturday ·Snowshoe. Calais. Local trails.
Easy. Bring lunch and leader will supply beverage and cookies. Meet at the Maple Corner Store in Calais. Call Leader:
Joan Heller, 223-1874 for meeting time.
January 15, Sunday· Snowshoe. Waterbury Center. Mt.
Hunger, Waterbury Trail: Snowshoe to summit, option to
White Rocks. 4.4 miles to summit and return; White Rocks
trail adds 1.2 miles. Moderate/Difficult. Crampons optional.
Meet at 9:00 A.M. at the !railhead. Possible carpool from Cold
Hollow Cider Mill parking lot and/or M.H.S. Must call Leader:
Ed Loewenton, 888-3375 or ed@turnertoys.com to coordinate
carpooling, and link to trailhead map.
January 16, Monday· Cross-Country S_ki. Craftsbury Ski
Touring Center. Various distances. All abilities. TRAIL FEE.
Bring lunch. Call Leaders: Mary Slater, 479-1236, or Mary
Garcia, 229-0153 for meeting time and place.
January 18, Wednesday· Executive Committee Meeting.
All members are welcome. You may bring a dessert to share.
Meet at 7:00 P.M., home of Duncan Wilkie, 223-0566
January 21, Saturday - Cross-Country Ski. Morristown. Ski
to scenic Beaver Meadow Lodge. Possible return by alternate
route. 5 miles. Moderate/Difficult. Bring your lunch to eat at
lodge. Meet at 9:00 A.M. Leader: Steve Lightholder, 479-2304

December 31, Saturday· Hike. Montpelier. "Park to Park"
loop. 50/50 #52 (the final one!) 3 hrs. on trail in Hubbard and
North Branch Parks. Moderate. Call Leader: Nancy Schulz,
223-7035 for meeting time and place.
January 1, Sunday ·Snowshoe. Mt. Elmore. Snowshoe to
foundation. Easy. Option to summit. Moderate/Difficult. 3.4
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January 22, Sunday • Snowshoe. Duxbury. Montclair Glen
Lodge. 5-6 miles on the Monroe and Dean Trails. Moderate.
Meet at 8:30 A.M. Call Leader: Michael Chernick, 223-0918
or chernick@adelphia.net
January 27, Friday ·James P. Taylor Winter Series. Montpelier. Noble Hall Lounge, College St. at Vermont College/
Union Institute. ADMISSION FEE. 7:00 P.M. Details on page
1. Contact: Jill Aspinall, 224-9980
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January 28, Saturday - Snowshoe. Northfield. Paine Mtn.
3Yl hrs. on trail. Moderate. Call Leader: Nancy Schulz, 2237035 for meeting time.
January 28, Saturday - Snowshoe. "White Mtns., NH. 484,000" seri es." Summit Mt. Jackson via Webster-Jackson
Trail. 5.2 miles. 5 hrs. on trail. Moderate/Difficult. Crampons
Required. Must Call Leader: Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or
pdeluca420@msn.com
January 29, Sunday - Cross-Country Ski. Warren. Blueberry
Lake Touring Center. Various distances. All abilities. Bring
lunch and beverage. TRAIL FEE. Call Leaders: Reidun and
Andrew Nuquist. 223-3550 for meeting time.
February 4, Saturday - Snowshoe. "White Mtns., NH. 484,000' series ." Kinsman Ridge Trail to Mt. Cannon Summit.
4.4 miles. 6 hrs. on trail. Difficult. Icy and exposed. CRAMPONS REQUIRED. EXPERIENCED HIKERS ONLY. Must
call Leader: Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or pdeluca420@msn.com

Ledge loop. 5 +/- hrs. Difficult. Call Leader: Nancy Schulz,
223-7035 for meeting time.
February 26, Sun day - Cross-Country Ski. Greensboro.
Highland Lodge Ski Touring Center, Various distances. All
abilities. TRAIL FEE. Optional 6:00 P.M. dinner at the lodge.
Call Leaders; Manny and Mary Garcia, 229-0153 for meeting
time and place, and for dinner reseNations by February 17111
February 26, Sunday - Snowshoe. Underhill Center. Mt.
Mansfield: Snowshoe to forehead on the Frost and/or Maple
Ridge trails. Optional return via LT to Butler Lodge and Butler
Lodge trail. 5+/- miles. Very Difficult. Experienced winter
hikers only. Meet at 8:30 A.M. at trailhead. Must call Leader·
Ed Loewenton, 888-3375 or ed@turnertoys.com to register .
and for required equipment.

Looking for More from Your
Cross-Country Skis?

If any of the questions or statements below could be yours,
you may want to exchange notes with fellow section members
via the new cross-country skiing e-mail list. The list objective is
to
facilitate a valuable exchange of ski information. An early eFebruary 5, Sunday - Snowshoe. Groton State Park. Opmail will be a recap from the Ski Information Evening held in
tional distances. Easy/ Moderate. Bring lunch and beverage.
Call Leaders: Andrew and Reidun Nuquist, 223-3550 for meet- October. This winter is a trial to see whether members find the
list useful or not.
·
ing time.
Sample e-mail exchanges:
• How can I improve my ski technique? There's a masters
Febru ary 11, Saturday - Cross-Country Ski. Stowe. Cotton
clinic on Saturday down at Killington being taught by the
Brook loop. 10 miles. Moderate. Meet at 9:00 A.M. Leader:
Subaru
Team. Registration is $50 and is still open. There's
Steve Lightholder, 479-2304
room in our car if you decide to go.
• It's icy in Montpelier, and I need to ski. Where can I go? I
February 12, Sunday - Snowshoe and Pot Luck Supper.
don't know of any centers being open,. but we skied the
Woodbury. 5 miles. Easy/Moderate. Home of SaflySeifrs:,..·
Stowe Mountain Road today with great snow at the higher
Please bring your own bowl. cup, and utensils. Flashlight
elevation.
needed after 4:30 P.M. dinner. Meet at M.H.S. at 12:00 noon.
· On Sunday the131h, I have room for passengers going from
Call Leader: SaUy Sairs, 456-1316 for your potluck contribuMontpelier to the Catamount Trail Association annual meettion.
ing . Want to come?
• Would I enjoy the Canadian Ski Marathon? It's a favorite of
February 12, Sunday - Snowshoe. Stowe. Mt. Mansfield to
mine. I ski 10 to 14 kilometers on each of the two days, and
summit (Chin) on LT from Rte. 108 trailhead. 5.4 miles, 6-7
stay at a luxury hotel. My friend skis the whole thing and
hrs. Difficult. Exp erienced winter hikers only. Meet at
sleeps outside. What variety it offers!
M.H.S. at 7:45 A.M., or winter end of Rt.e. 108, Stowe. at 8:30
• What's the deal on season passes at Morse Farm? How
A.M. Must call Leader: Ed Loewenton, 888-3375 or
does that compare with other centers? I'm glad you asked. I
ed@turnertoys.com to register and for required equipment.
was just looking at the options .. ..
February 4, Saturday - GMC Snowshoe Festival. See Long
Trail News for details.

February 18, Saturday - Snowshoe. Duxbury. Snowshoe to
summit on Monroe, Alpine, Long Trails, return on Monroe.
Option to take Dean Trail to LT, return on Monroe. 5.4 miles;
Dean Trail adds 2 miles +/-. Difficult. Experienced winter
hikers only. Meet at Couching lion Farm trailhead winter
parking area at 8:40 A .M. Optional carpool from Waterbury at
8:15 A.M. or Montpelier at 8:00 A.M. Must call Leader: Ed
Loewenton. 888-3375 or ed@turnertoys.com to register, for
required equipment, and to coordinate carpooling.
February 18, Saturday - Snowshoe. Worcester Mtn. Moderate. Meet at 10:00 A.M. Leader: Charlene Bohl, 229-9908 or
cbohl@together.net
February 19, Sunday - Snowshoe. Underhill. Hike to Butler
Lodge via Butler Trail to LT. return via Nebraska Notch Trail.
6-7 mile loop. Difficult. Meet at 8:30 A.M. Leader: Michael
Chernick, 223-09~8 or chernick@adelphia.net
February 20, Monday - Back-Country Ski. Worcester. Eagle
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Interested? Send an e-mail to our webmaster at webmaster
@gmcmontpelier.org asking to be added to the 'ski' list.

I'd Like to Print Your Story
If you are a hiker who had an interesting experience on the
Long Trail, the Appalachian Trail, or any trail, a memorable
canoe trip you would like to write about,
or, for example, biked in the Florida Everglades wildlife areas, the Trail Talk audience of over 350 members. would like to
read your adventurous story. The article
should be about 400-450 words, and a
photograph of your adventure is always
appreciated.
Please feel free to email me, Nancy
Jordan, editor of Trail Talk at jordan29fn
@msn.com with your story.
Page4

(Sterling Pond Shelter. cont. from Pg. 1)

Girl Scout Camp," notes O'Brien. "My father introduced me to
the out of doors. He was a volunteer and he liked things like
that."
Many memories linger in the minds of the volunteers. One
added benefit of the shelter project was an excuse to spend
the night out of doors. "I stayed two full days and from the
porch at the Smuggs hut watched a beautiful shooting star
show," recalled Allen Jacobs. "It was magnificent -- one of
those gorgeous clear nights. It was a magic time."
But why would fifty people work in mud, sun, rain, and bugs
more than a mile into the woods to build a shelter? "It's fun
and it brings people together." says Jacobs. "I like the Green
Mountain Club because it has such a diverse group of people.
It truly is a melting pot, and it is good to be with them.''
Wilkie wonders how to make it even more diverse. At the
shelter dedication attended by fifty people, at least two young
people seemed to have caught the GMC bug. This was made
clear when young adopters Jordan Leach (right)
and Lia van Dyke received
the symbolic "keys" to the
shelter from Bill Clark.
Perhaps they learned at
their young age what Jacobs feels, "It makes me
feel good to work, I get
more out of it than I give."

Allen Jacobs holding ladder while Andrew Nuquist checks out the
construction progress.
Ken Hertz

Funding for the shelter came from the Adirondack Forty-Sixers, Inc..
Concept II, Nancy Schulz 50150 Fundraiser, Peregrine Outfitters, and
Smugglers' Notch Resort. Thanks also go to Smugglers' Notch Resort
for bringing supplies up with the ski lift.

Shelter Construction Photos:

Mike Mainer and brother Matt installing hardware cloth under the
shelter.
'
Ken Hertz

Eric Seidel and 8111 Clark putting up siding.

Bill Clark & Eric Seidel placing sheet metal roofing.
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Ken Hertz

Ken Hertz

Back and side view of new Sterling Pond Shelter.

Fred Jordan
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OUTING REPORTS
• July 16, 2005 - Mt. Washington, Huntington Ravine/
White Mtn. 48-4K Series, by Paul Deluca
A great day! The threat of the remnants of the hurricane
bringing rain was just that, a threat. A hot day, but not too
humid. Ed L. and myself had a larger than normal turnout for
the
strenuous and
difficult
trip up
the
Hunt~~on

a hummingbird were spotted during the day.
After supper, Doris read a poem, "Trailing" written in 1943
by George Perry, grandfather of David Wright who is scheduled to guide our section on a tour of the area where the Long
Trail Lodge used to be at Sherburne Pass. Mr. Perry was also
a carpenter on the farm where Doris grew up in Seekonk,
Massachusetts. Then we gathered around the fireplace to
sing several camp songs that were popular at Green Mountain Club lntersectionals in the past. The evening concluded
with the making of "S'mores", courtesy of the Park Manager
who gave us the ingredients (graham crackers, Hershey
chocolate bars, and marshmallows.)
j All agreed a great time was had by all.

Ravine
c:
Trail.
....
~
Phyllis
B..
I ~
Charlene B .. and Ray T. joined us for their first time summiting via
this trail. They were all troopers and had no problem with the
"fan" which is the most difficult part of the trip. It is approximately 50 yards of steep rock that requires excellent use of
toe and hand holds.
We stopped for lunch at the intersection of the Alpine Garden Trail and enjoyed the views. Phyllis saw all the flowers
she believed she would see, so we decided to skip the Alpine
Garden traverse and take the more direct route continuing up
Huntington Ravine to the Nelson Craig Trail to the summit.
The Journey down the more popular Tuckerman Ravine
"freeway" was a treat. We saw the collapse of a snow cave in
the Ravine. It sounded like an avalanche and snapped this
tired hiker out of his daze.
The great day was capped by a good meal ahd a caffeine fix
in Gorham before my most difficult part of any White Mountain Trip: "The long drive home."

• July 30, 2005 - Picnic at Osmore Pond, Groton State
Park, 50th Anniversary Heritage Outing, by Doris
Washburn
Twas a beautiful summer day with temperature in the 70s.
We were all surprised that the entrance and boat rental fees
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~
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had been waived that day because Governor Douglas wanted
people to visit the State Parks to get some exercise for better
health.
Twenty-eight participants signed the sign-up sheet. Some of
us hiked around Osmore Pond or up Little Deer Mountain.
Others paddled in canoes or kayaks on the pond. Most both
hiked and paddled, and some took a swim in the pond. A loon
entertained us at the boat access, and a great blue heron and
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•August 11, 2005 - Walk, Waitsfield-Mad River Path, by
Nancy Schulz
Having known about the Mad River Path for many years, I
decided to lead a walk on it to guarantee that I would indeed
explore it. What a wonderful path it is! Fiver others who had
never set foot on it joined me for a lovely evening stroll. We
began at the Tremblay Road parking lot in Waitsfield and
walked east for three miles. Along the way, we enjoyed the
expansive views of meadows and mountains, and the constant presence of the Mad River.
Unlike the Stowe Recreation Path which is paved and
crosses numerous roads, the Mad River Path treadway is
made up of grass and hard packed dirt. One doesn't experience the hustle bustle of commerce and tourism. This route is
free of the sign age, painted asphalt, bridges, and
"development" that one encounters in Stowe. As we retraced
our steps, we admired the many swimming holes that dotted
the route and we appreciated this gem of protected green
space that's available to-all.
• September 3, 2005 - Aiiis State Park Corn Roast, Brookfield. 50th Anniversary Heritag e Outing, by Duncan
Wilkie and Thomas Weiss
This was a do-your-own-thing outing; we were never all together at one time. Duncan and Suzie went to the park and
set up in the big picnic shelter. Some of us met at M.H.S. and
drove to Baker Pond, where we left those with canoes. They
later went to Brookfield Pond (also known as Sunset Lake)
and returned to the park. We climbed the fire tower for the
good views on this clear, warm day, walked the 1 mile nature
trail and played croquet. Others arrived on their own, and took
part in those activities in various groups. Corn and potluck
picnic were ready at 4:00 P.M.
Duncan and Suzie did a great job setting up and cooking.
People started leaving after the picnic. Others stayed to clean
up, walk the nature trail, and watch the sunset from the tower.
•Sep tember 4, 2005 - Millstone Hill Touring Center,
Barre. 50150 #38, by Nancy Schulz
I was very pleased to have nine people assembled for the
tour of Millstone Hill trails courtesy of owner, Pierre Couture.
Pierre spent four hours giving our group a custom and detailed account of granite quarrying in Barre. We followed him
on a variety of hiking and mountain biking trails, many of
which skirted the edge of quarry holes. These holes are now
filled with water and are surrounded by forest - where once
there was a "moonscape." Pierre was also gracious enough
to let us explore every room of the lovely inn that he runs for
overnight guests. We all had a super time and we plan to
return to hike or ski this network.
We wish Pierre much success with this new venture, which
just opened in June of this year.
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SECTION DIRECTOR'S REPORT,
The quarterly GMC Board of Directors' meeting was held
September 17, 2005, at Vermont Technical College in
Randolph.
On money matters, the yearly audit was given a clean bill of
health with some suggestions for internal controls over credit
card authorizations and transfer of funds between accounts,
and the operating budget was right on target for the first quarter of the fiscal year.
The good news about the Capital Campaign is that contributions have now exceeded our $200,000. The Second Century
Campaign Committee (new name) will begin the public portion
of the campaign when half of the goal has been reached.
Ben Rose announced the many reasons to celebrate: the
official opening of the Lamoille relocation took place following
completion of the new parking lot on Rte. 15; the "short trail"
behind headquarters is open with bridges in place; and Sterling Pond Shelter is completed. Cheers to the all the volunteers who accomplished this! There are new publications: a
LT map and a book by Mary Lou Recor, "360 Degrees: A
Guide to Vermont's Fire and Observation Towers." Jenn Karson, Director of Communications, brought a scrapbook of the
many press releases of GMC articles, and asked that anyone
seeing other articles or stories about the GMC that she might
not see; to please send them in. All efforts to keep the GMC
image before the public will help with the public phase of our
Capital Campaign. Jenn also has been managing a website
and the upcoming "e-blaze", an electronic news bulletin.
Matt Moore, Land Protection and Stewardship, oversaw closing on 8 acres on Harrington's View in Bolton and acreage in
Jay from Rte. 105 to Journey's End which protects the northern most mile of the Long Trail, leaving only 5.4 miles unprotected. A grant of $46,660 was received for land in Johnson,
and timber trespass and snowmobile tresf)'ass cases were

byAnnsurcroff

settled with fines paid to the GMC.
Dave Hardy, Director of Field Programs, has been managing
projects from Stratton to Jay and was praised for his work all
over the state and declared to be a "Genius of Logistics".
After some time for hiking and exploring in the area, including a nice cemetery with a cutting garden, the volunteer picnic
and award-giving were held at the same location.
For more details or suggestions for the Board, call Ann Burcroff at 229-9677 or email aburcroff@vtlink.net

Shaping Your GMC Section
This is your section. True words. The members elect their
officers at the annual meeting in April, 2006. Vacancies will
need to be filled for at least the positions of President and
.--,__,...._, Vice President where Bill Clark and Jill Aspinall
~cuJ°,11'.6~ have served their maximum terms.
The Nominating Committee proposes officers for
~~
election. That committee is comprised of Jill Aspinall (224-9980), John Buddington (229-0725), and
Steve Lightholder (479-2304). Their task is made easier with
your input. Now is the best time to help choose your section
officers. We welcome your input. Do give Jill, John, or Steve a
call.

T

Montpelier Section

Annual Meeting

Saturday, April 8, 2006

We encourage you to join or renew your membership in the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club.
Annual dues are: Individual - $35.00
Family - $45.00 (inc. children under age 18)

Life (1 adult) - $1 ,000.00
Dual Life (2 adults) - $1 ,500.00

Limited Income - $20.00
Renewals: MAILED ON ANNIVERSARY DATE OF JOINING GMC

x- -------------- - --------------------------------- -- -- ---------------MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I/We wish to join the Montpelier Section of The green Mountain ~tub, Inc. I/We will receive a membership card, the Section
quarterly newsletter (Trail Talk), the GMC quarterly (Long Trail News), a discount on GMC publications and merchandise, and
reduced overnight fees at selected shelters.
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

~

Address _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __
Telephone: (h) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (w) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Amt. enclosed: $ _ _ __

D
D

I/We am/are interested in helping with trail maintenance.
I/We enclose a $ ____ donation to the Montpelier Section.

Please make check payable to the "Green Mountain Club" and mark it for the Montpelier Section.
Mail to: Green Mountain Club, Inc., 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677
Phone: (802) 244-7037; fax: (802) 244-5867; e-mail: www.gmc@greenmountainclub.org
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On January 27'h,
come watch, learn,
and listen to Vermont photographer
Elinor Osborn, and
ultralight aircraft
pilot Mark Reese,
introduce Trumpeter Swans to
ancient migration
routes.

It's Not Too Late!
The final trips in the "50/50" series will occur in December. The "50/50" fundraiser was created by Nancy Schulz
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Montpelier Section. Nancy has scheduled 50 outings in calendar year
2005 and all are welcome to participate, to pledge a fixed
amount per participant, or both! Nancy's goal is to attract
500 participants and raise $5,000 for the sections trails
and shelters. For more info, call Nancy at 223-7035.

50150 Pledge Form

(Article on page 1 )

VOWNT££R APPRECIATION
AWARDS
Below are the Montpelier Section members who received
awards at the annual awards picnic in September:
·Bill Clark- Appalachian National.Scenic Trail Volunteer
Recognition Program: Service Patch for completing 100
hours of service on the AT/LT
·Carol Abar- Green Mountain Club's 5 Year Service Patch
•Carol Harris - Green Mountain Club's 5 Year Service Patch
•Dave Shepard - Appalachian National Scenic Trail Volunteer Recognition Program: Service Patch for completing
100 hours of service on the AT/LT; Service Cap for completing 500 hours of service on the AT/LT
•Fred Jordan - Green Mountain Club's Green Mountain
Award for meritorious service during field season 2004
• Thomas Weiss - Green Mountain Club's TrailBlazer Award
for completing 100 hrs. of trail work during field season 2004

Congratulations to all for their sincere dedication and
service to the Green Mountain Club.

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Town _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip _ __
E-mail - -- - - - - - - - - - - - Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __

50/50 Sponsorship Levels
_
_
-

$1 per participant (about $500)
75 cents per participant (about $375)
50 cents per participant (about $250)
25 cents per participant (about $125)
15 cents per participant (about $75)
Other: _ _ cents per participant
Flat Rate: amount enclosed $ _ _ __

=

If you would like to establish a ceiling for your pledge, note the
amount not to exceed here $ _ _ __
Mail fonn to GMC Montpelier Section, 50/50 Fundraiser, P.O.
Box 105, Montpelier, VT 05601-0105. Make checks payable to
the GMC Montpelier Section with Nancy's "50/50" written on the
memo line.
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Sterling Pond Shelter
•

Dedication
GMC Montpelier Section
Sunday, September 25, 2005

GMC Montpelier Section

·

3

Building Sterling Pond Shelter
Summer2005
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Sterling Pond Shelter Dedication

~

f

Sunday, September 25
1:00 PM

Sterling Pond Trallhead
gather for refreshments and camaraderie

1:15 PM

Begin hike to Sterling Pond Shelter

2:30PM

Sterllng Pond Shelter Dedication
Bill Clark, GMC Montpelier Section President
Ben Rose, GMC Executive Director
Others as indicated.

Sterling Pond Shelter Volunteers
Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers who took pa.rt in many ways
over twelve work days-including today! The shelrer would nor have
been built without you.
Jlll Aspinall
Dave Blumenthal
John Buddington
Jan Burrus
Michael Chernick
Bill Clark
Megan D.
Kate D
Priscilla Daggett
Gary Deluca
Paul Deluca
Kate Doppelganger
Jack Erwin
Linda Evans
Karen Fiebig
Sue Girouard
Chris Hanna
Dave Hardy
Jill Hass
Ted Hass
Ken Hertz
Allen Jacobs
Fred Jordan
Ali Leach
Diane Leach
Jordon Leach

George Longenecker
Ed Loewenton
Mike Mainer
Pat Mainer
Ray Mainer
Cynthia Martin
Rick Molz
Andrew Nuquist
Rediun Nuquist
Maura O'Brien Carlson
Jim Pease
Sean Pease
Mary Lou Recor
Christian Reifteck
Ben Rose
Schmidt
Screed
Adrian Schneider
Eric Seidel
Jon Szatwiz
Carol Thompson
Lia Van Dyke
Matt' Weis
Roger Whitcomb
Duncan Wilkie
Karen WynKoop

•

Sterling Pond Shelter Donors and Partners
And thanks to the support of our donors and partners. Your
generosity helps make the Long Trail System the special place it is.
Adirondack Forty·Sixers, Inc.
Concept II
Nancy Schulz 50/50

Peregrine Outfitters
Smugglers Notch Resort
Chris Hanno & Mory Lou Recor

