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Our Fund Raiser:
James P. Taylor Winter Series

AN EXTRACURRICULAR WORK HIKE
ON JAY PEAK
by Bill Clark

As part of the 10th Annual James P. Taylor
Winter Series, the Montpelier Section has
agreed to host the first program of the series,
scheduled for Friday, January 11, 2002 at the
barn in Waterbury Center. This is a good opportunity for our section to make money. We
are very fortunate to have enlisted Bob Northrop to be our presenter. He will speak on his latest Long Trail through-hike and his passion, the
protection of the LT. We hope section members will turn out to support the first event of
the season. Many of you will be asked to volunteer to sell tickets, provide refreshments, and
help with the clean up.
Look in the upcoming Winter issue of the
Long Trail News for more detailed information
on all upcoming James P. Taylor events.

Reidun and Andrew Nuquist were completing a
section of the Long Trail around Jay Peak in early
July. As they hiked, the couple discussed the conditions of the trail and how to improve it.
"We hiked though some pretty rough terrain," saJd
Andrew. 11We ducked around low-hanging
branches, climbed over blowdowns, and plodded
through several muddy areas. 11
Based on their experience, these Montpelier Section veterans decided to enlist help from other section members for an "extracurricular11 weekday
work hike.
"The response amazed us, 11 said Reidun, "Twelve
volunteers, plus Pete Ketcham, the GMC Field Supervisor for the northern part of the trail, participated."
On Monday morning, July 30th, the group assembled at the Jay Peak Ski Resort. The resort managers generously allowed the group to ride the aerial
tram, so the volunteers could begin right where the
work was needed. It also gave the volunteers a
spectacular view of the Green Mountains and the

NEW
SECTION
MEMBERS
The Montpelier Section welcomes these members
who joined after May 1st: Steven Avery, Bruce
Brazelton, Beth Burgeson, Elliot Burg & August
Bums, Renee Carpenter, Ben Checkoff, Rebecca Ellis,
Steve Hagenbuch, Tom Kastner, Mark Knapp, Rachel
Lamagna, Matt Levin, Penelope Lowe, Dan Mahoney,
Paul Markowitz, Tammy Mathieu, Matt & Karen
Mayberry, Claire Porter, Elizabeth Slayton, Louise
Stormes, Susan Torchia, and Bernice Vogel.
We look forward to meeting you at our upcoming
events.
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Volunteers on the work hike included Pete Ketcham, Reidun
Nuquist, Scot Applegate, Sally Sairs, George Plumb, Kathy
Gohl, John Buddington, Allen Jacobs, Bill Clark with "Lady",
Andrew Nuquist, Michael Chernick and photographer Fred
Jordan
(see Work Hike, Pg. 3)
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A WOODSHED

I.EARNING EXPERIENCE
by Eric Seidel

It may be news to many of you (as it was to me)
to learn that the GMC keeps a year round presence on Camel's Hump. I had always assumed
that with the end of the hiking season, and the
departure of the Summit Caretakers for their
other lives, the mountain was left on its own until next year. Such is not the case. There is a Volunteer Summit Caretaker presence on the mountain for much of the year, including the winter.
These folks live in the Couching Lion Ranger
Cabin which, by the way, is a very cozy place

SECTION DIRECTOR'S REPORT
by Reidun Nuquist

The GMC Board of Directors met on September
22, 2001, at club headquarters in Waterbury Center. Here is a summary of some items on the
agenda:
LT in Smugglers' Notch
The GMC has long wanted to move the LT off
busy and hazardous Route 108 in Smugglers'
Notch and into the woods. The board voted to
make the Elephant's Head Trail, now a side trail,
the Long Trail from the road to Sterling Pond. The
LT north of the Notch being the responsibility of
the Montpelier Section, this is a major decision for
local trail workers. The timing of the relocation is
dependent on a state land deal with Stowe Mountain Resort, funding for improvement of the Elephant's Head Trail, and future availability of trail
crews.
Conflict of interest policy
In the interest of sound business practice and to
satisfy some granting organizations, the board
voted to adopt a conflict of interest policy for itself. The GMC personnel policy already contains
such a statement for staff members.
Update on McCain/field housing proj ect
The GMC has obtained local permits for the construction of fieJd staff housing on the McCain
property, adjacent to headquarters, and is waiting
for the Act 250 permit. As soon as it is in hand,
construction will begin on access road, septic system, and housing foundation. The board voted to
set $10,000 aside from the Genevieve Weeks bequest for this project, as well as a final $3,700
from the Victor Johnson bequest.
At the conclusion of the board meeting, members
joined GMC volunteers for the Porcupine Chew
luncheon, an annual appreciation for club volunteers.
The next board meeting is scheduled for January
26, 2002.

(see Woodshed, Pg. 7)
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(Work Hike-contd. from Page 1)

ski slopes of Jay Peak. What a way to start the
day!
At the top of the mountain, after a safety seminar from Pete, four well-equipped teams set off,
carrying an assortment of axes, shovels, hazel
hoes, loppers, and bow saws.
Andrew led one group that began clipping
branches and sawing blowdowns immediately.
Bill Clark specialized in clearing waterbars and
creating some rudimentary drainage for several
boggy areas. "Lady," Bill's 8-month-old Bernese mountain dog, participated in her first
work hike by supervising from underneath
spruce trees.
Hikers had complained about losing the footpath as it transitioned from ski slope to the
woods, so Pete and Scot Applegate added new
blazes. They also cut trees and reconstructed
waterbars.
After lunch at the Laura Woodward Shelter,
Andrew's group continued north. The other
group members cleaned the shelter area, cut
stumps left from winter hikers, and removeq
trash.
Bill, "Lady," and Pete headed north to clear
and re-construct waterbars. Clearing the accumulated silt and organic matter and providing
downslope drainage meant that these old-style
waterbars remained effective. Under blustery,
rain-laden skies, the groups returned to the
tram.
The rains came just as everyone assembled at
the tram building, so the tourists chatted with
this collection of muddy, sweaty, and toolladen volunteers. As the weather cleared, the
group descended on the swinging tram to the
base area.
"We had a great day," reported Andrew. "And
a quality crew. Altogether, we improved about
2.4 miles of the Long Trail. Given the positive
response, we hope the section can repeat more
of these extracurricular work hikes as needed."
If you would like to join regular or
"extracurricular" work hikes, contact John Buddington (j.buddington@verizon.net), the Trails
& Shelters Coordinator for the Montpelier Section.

TRAILS & SHELTERS
REPORT

CE'~
~

by John Buddington, Coordinator

~

This report covers the period July 2 to October
14, 2001. The weather this summer was unusually
dry and there were no severe storms. The trails
were not damaged by weather.
WORKFORCE; The regularly scheduled hike
on 13 October attracted 10 workers; lower than
the average of 14 for the spring hikes. Two projects not advertised in Trail Talk attracted 12 and
3 workers.
The workers continue to be same core of workers, augmented by Laraway members, who
worked in Smugglers' Notch.
This year, volunteers have worked 672 hours,
better than 2 hours per section member. (This
tally does not include Eric Seidel's work at
Couching Lion, below.) Two events remain this
year.
EFFORT: Bill Clark and Eric Seidel contributed
major efforts:
1. Bill Clark took the lead on Elephant's Head.
Dave Hardy of the GMC held a scouting hike
August 11 which led to the recommendation
of using E-Head as the Long Trail. Bill
logged 170 work items on the trail, then led a
chainsaw trip, a special work day, and several
days of solo work.
2. Eric Seidel organized volunteers to reroof the
Couching Lion caretaker cabin and built a
woodshed behind it.
3. Andrew and Reuidun Nuquist organized a
special mid-week hike to work on the Iongneglected section of the LT north of the Jay
Peak gondola.
4. John Buddington took the adopters of the
Bamforth and Chilcoot sections of the LT on
an orientation hike.
RESULTS: Our Long Trail segments meet the
specification of 4x8 foot pathway with no mud
bogs. Exception: a 8-foot bog bridge is suggested,
but not needed in a dry summer for Chilcoot Pass.
(see T & S Report, Pg. 7)
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A HIKE THROUGH THE WILDERNESS
by Steve Ughtholder

This past summer Duncan Wilkie
and I set out to hike the northernmost 108 miles of the Appalachian
Trail, which extends from Monson,
Maine, to Mt. Katahdin. Most of
this section of the Trail is called the
"100 Mile Wilderness" because
there are no resupply points along
the route. It's not a true wilderness,
of course. There are some paper
company haul roads that cross the
trail. The whine of timber harvesting equipment is occasionally heard.
The otherwise deserted lakes had a
few boats moored along their shores
(brought in by snow machine in
March). And from time to time
there is the roar of a floatplane. But
overall the country is still largely
empty. My lasting impression is of
the vastness, the emptiness, and the
silence of the Maine woods.
We each carried packs of just
fewer than 50 pounds, containing
ten days' food supply as well as
other essential gear. The weather
was extremely co-operative for eastern Maine: almost no rain! In fact
heat and humidity were the limiting
conditions. We generally hiked
from 6 or 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. We
walked a total of 112 miles, including side trails, in ten days. Our
longest day was 18 miles, followed
immediately by our shortest day of 8
miles!
The day before starting the trip we
checked in to Shaw's Boarding
House in Monson. It's a famous
stopping place along the Trail.
There was a cross-section of hikers
there: male and female, old and
young, section hikers and thruhikers, all trading Trail stories
across the dinner table.
Our first day dawned hot and humid. Over the next four days the
heat combined with the rugged terrain of the Barren-Chairback and
Whitecap Ranges to give us an arduous journey. We encountered, and
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then evaded, a group we named
"The Cellphone Six" for their tendency to use that little piece of
equipment at shelters and summits.
On day six we left the mountain
ranges behind and started hiking
along nearly deserted rivers and
lakes, a welcome change of scene.
And many chances to swim!
We were doing well on the sixth
day, so well that, having done 14
miles, we decided to push on to fi nd
a better campsite along Nahmatkanta Lake. Alas, there was not a
level patch of ground along that
lake. Not until we had done 18
miles did we find a camping spot.
The next day we did only 8 mi1es.
I must have been tired because I
forded a river that I didn't have to.
The trail led down hill to a river and
then turned at the bank. Not seeing
the tum, I assumed it was a ford, so
I performed the whole fording
pr.ocedure. Off with the pack, off
with the boots, on with the sandals,
on with the pack, boots around neck
and through the river I went. Not
finding any trail on the other side, I
realized my mistake and was forced
to repeat the entire fording process
once again. Sure cooled off my feet,
though!
We stopped at a shelter for a nap.
A previous party, probably composed of teenage boys, had trashed
the place. This so infuriated Duncan
that he spent hours picking, burning
and burying trash while I slept.
On the eighth day we emerged
from the Wilderness at Abol Bridge
and beheld Katahdin in all its glory.
We also beheld a commercial campground. Cheeseburgers! Showers!
And in that place, curiously, we
heard the evening song of the whippoor-will.
On the ninth day we hiked into
Baxter State Park, site of Mt.
Katahdin. Roger Whitcomb and
Carroll Witham rescued us from a

hot and dusty road walk. They were
at Baxter for their own hiking expedition and had been kind enough to
drive our car around to the ending
point. Even kinder was the reception
they gave us at their campsite. We
were supplied with cold drinks and
home-cooked meals. Our compliments to Mrs. Whitcomb and Mrs.
Witham!
Day ten was our ascent of Mt.
Katahdin. It's a truly dramatic and
awesome mountain with its steep
slopes dropping nearly verticaJly for
over 3,000 feet. What a fitting climax to a most memorable hike!

Trail S id e Chat
by Fred J ordan

With the reconstruction of Gorham Lodge all tied up in red tape,
the section is moving its effort to
upgrading of Elephant's Head Trail
to LT standards, with help from the
LT Patrol. At a recent club-wide
board meeting it was voted that the
ET be the future route of the LT
through Smugglers' Notch. I feel
the section's vitality is helped by a
challenge. A quick trip on the ET
will make you realize how large a
job we have ahead.
My hat goes off to the Trails &
Shelters Committee, Bill Clark for
his trail effort in general and specifically for his survey and hard
work on the ET. Eric Seidel led a
group in roof replacement and
wood shed building project at
Couching Lion ranger station. John
Buddington has been very active
leading work hikes and writing
many exceUent detailed reports.
Communication from section
members is always appreciated.
We need to know your hopes, concerns, and opinions. We are always
open to your input and questions.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DECEMBER f, 2001 • MARCH f, 2001

The ratings level of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in-between.
• Easy • outings are accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children.
• Moderate • requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable.
• Difficult • challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary.
Unless otherwise noted, trips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring
appropriate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear,
and other items as mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our outings.

December 1, Saturday • Road Walk, around Berlin Pond. 5 miles. Easy. Optional lunch at Maplewood Restaurant. Meet at 9:30 AM at Berlin Park
& Ride, Exit 7. Leaders: Marilyn & Bob Wilson 229-9851
December 2, Sunday - Road Walk, will include
Montpelier's three cemeteries and Hubbard Park.
6+ miles. Moderate. Dress for conditions, carry
water. Meet at 1:00 PM. Leaders: Andrew &
Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550

December 22, Saturday • Hike/Snowshoe,
around Kettle Pond, Groton State Forest. 3 miles.
Moderate. Bring a holiday treat to share. Meet at
12:30 PM. Leader: Steve Lightholder-479-2304
.
December 29, Saturday - Introduction to Crosscountry Skiing. Bring you new Christmas skis
and learn how to use them. Lack of snow wiU cancel. Meet at 1:00 PM at U-32 parking lot. Leader:
Fred Jordan - 223-3935

December 30, Sunday • Full Moon CrossDecember 8~·Satufdaf ~ HilietSnowshoe,1folfori·· country· Ski/Snowshoe, East :MO-ntpelier trails.
Notch Road to Harrington's View. 7.2 miles round Approximately 5 miles. Moderate. Car shuttle retrip. Moderate to difficult. Meet at 8:30 AM.
quired. Bring flashlight. Meet at 4:00 PM.
Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035
Leader: Nancy Schulz - 223-7035
December 9, Sunday - Hike/Snowshoe,
Worcester Mt. 5 miles. Moderate. Meet at 9:00
AM at the Worcester Town Hall. Leaders: Jim &
Marie McWilliam- 229-1761

January S, Saturday • Cross-country Ski/
Snowshoe, Annual Chili Party at Beaver Meadow
Lodge, Morristown. 5 miles. Moderate with moderate pace. Meet at 8:30 AM. Please bring your
own bowl and utensils. Call Leader: Peter
Downey - 223-3376 for your lunch contribution.

December 15, Saturday - Cross-country Ski/
Snowshoe, Mt. Mansfield Toll Road. 7 miles.
Moderate to difficult. Bring money to buy lunch January 6, Sunday - Snowshoe, the "Hills of
at octagon, plus reserve food in case cafeteria isn't Montpelier". 2-3 miles. Easy with easy pace. Meet
open. Meet at 9:00 AM. Leader: Steve
at 1:00 PM. Leader: Duncan Wilkie - 223-0566
Lightholder - 479-2304
January 8, Tuesday - Membership/Outing PlanDecember 16, Sunday - Hike/Cross-country Ski/ ning Meeting. Scheduling events from March 9 Snowshoe, North Branch - East Montpelier RecJune 1, 2002. You may bring a dessert to share.
reational Trail. 6+ miles. Easy to moderate. Meet Meet at 7:00 PM, home of Ann Burcroff-229at 1:00 PM at the Montpelier tennis courts, Elm St. 9677
Leader: Michael Chernick - 223-0918 or chernick ®together.net
January 11, Friday • Taylor Winter Series,
sponsored by the Montpelier Section, GMC
Trail Talk/Winter, 2001-2002
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Headquarters, Waterbury Center. Presenter: Bob
Northrup 7:00 PM. (See information on pg. 1.)

Edson Hill Ski Touring Center, Stowe. TRAIL
FEE. Length to be determined. Moderate with
moderate pace. Meet at 9:30 AM. Leaders:
Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550

January 12, Saturday - Cross-country Ski,
Burke Mt. Ski Touring Center. TRAIL FEE.
Various distances. All abilities. Meet at 8:00 AM. February 9, Saturday - Cross-country Ski,
Leaders: Bob & Marilyn Wilson-229-9851
Trapp Family Lodge, Stowe. TRAIL FEE.
Various distances. All abilities. Meet at 9:00 AM.
Leaders: Ray & Sylvia Kingsbury- 223-2921
January 13, Sunday - Cross-country Ski,
Berlin. Easy to moderate. Will adjust pace and
route for less experienced skiers. Meet at 12:30 PM. February 10, Sunday - Snowshoe & Potluck
Leaders: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550
Dinner at Sally Sairs home, Woodbury. Bring
your own bowl, cup, and utensils. Flashlight
needed
after dinner. 5 miles. Easy/Moderate with
January 15, Tuesday- Executive Committee
moderate pace. Dinner at 4:30 PM. Meet at MHS
Mtg. All members are welcome. Meet at 7:00
PM, home of Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223at 12:00 Noon. Call Leader: Sally Sairs - 4561316 for your potluck contribution.
3550
January 19, Saturday- Cross-country Ski,
Stowe Mt. Resort Cross-Country Ski Center.
TRAIL FEE. Various distances. All abilities.
Meet at 10:30 AM. Leaders: Mary Garcia - 2290153 and Mary Slater-479-1236

February 16, Saturday - Cross-country Ski.
Explore various trails in Little River State Park.
4+ hours. Difficult. Meet at 9:00 AM. Leader:
Nancy Schulz - 223-7035

January 26, Saturday - Cross-country Ski/
Snowshoe, Irish Hill to Paine Mt. Approximately.
6' iniles. Difficult. Car shuttle required. Meet at
8:30 AM. Leader: Nancy SchuJz - 223-7035

February 17, Sunday - Snowshoe, Camel's
Hump, from Couching Lion parking lot via
Monroe and Dean Trails to Montclair Glen Lodge
with loop on.Allis Trail. v6+1~ ·miies."-Moilerate .
with moderate pace. Meet at 8:30 AM. Leader:
Michael Chernick - 223-0918

January 27, Sunday-Snowshoe, Butler Lodge
Trail from Stevensville to Long Trail to Nebraska
Notch Trail. 6+ miles. Difficult with moderate
pace. Length of hike could increase depending on
road conditions. Meet at 8:30. Leaders: Michael
Chernick- 223-0918 and Fred Jordan - 223-3935

February 23, Saturday - Snowshoe, Calais. 5
miles. Easy to moderate. Please confirm by
telephone for meeting place and time. Leaders:
Joan Heller and Betty Moskowitz- 223-1874
February 24, Sunday - Cross-country Ski, the
trails in Duxbury. Approximately 3 Y2 hrs.
Moderate. Meet at 12:00 Noon. Leader: Nancy
Schulz - 223-7035

January 28, Monday - Full Moon Snowshoe,
Montpelier North Branch Nature Center trails. 3
hrs+/-. Bring Flashlight. Moderate. Meet at the
Montpelier Recreation Field, Elm St. tennis courts
at 5:00 PM. Leader: Nancy Schulz-223-7035
February 26, Tuesday - Moonlight Crosscountry Ski, Smugglers' Notch, Rte. 108. 4-5
February 2-3, Saturday-Sunday - Overnight
miles. Moderate with moderate pace. Headlamps
Snowshoe/Cross-country Ski, backpack to
may be useful. Meet at 6:00 PM. Leaders:
Zealand Falls Hut in NH. $19.00 Fee. Difficult
Andrew & Reidun Nuquist - 223-3550
with moderate pace. Registration deadline
December 27th. Call leaders: Peter Downey February 27, Wednesday- Full Moon
223-3376 or Michael Chernick- 223-0918
Snowshoe, Paine Mt. Approximately 3 hrs. on the
trail. Moderate. Bring flashlight. Meet at 5:00
February 3, Sunday - Cross-country Ski,
PM. Leader: Nancy Schulz-223-7035
Trail Talk/Winter, 2001-2002
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(T & S Shelter Report-contd. From Pg. 3)

(Woodshed-contd. From Pg. 2)

Elephant's Head has been restored so that it is
now a pleasant and interesting hike. (This is my
opinion, but we always see hikers when we are
working there.) The E-Head needs considerable
waterbar and rock staircase work. The section
from one-quarter mile south of E-Head to Slide
2 requires serious clipping.

with its wood stove and snug ambience.
Pete Ketcham, GMC's Northern Field Supervisor,
approached me last year asking if I would design a
wood storage shed for the cabin's wood supply.
The State was willing to pay for the materials, if the
GMC would design and build it. Once the design
was approved, I volunteered to lead the effort to
build the woodshed, and to replace the leaking
cabin roof.
In early August several Montpelier Section volunteers hauled the material from the parking lot to the
site, and constructed the foundation and deck for
the 10'x12' shed. This was a prelude to a combined
effort between the Section and a group of young
foreign students from several countries who were in
the U.S. doing volunteer projects under the auspices
of the International Volunteers for Peace. Our own
John Buddington had put me in contact with Curt
McConnac, the local coordinator for the Volunteers.
Beginning on August 21, and continuing for several days, I worked on the project with the 13
young students who came from countries ranging
from Slovenia, Armenia, Italy, France, Scotland,
England, to Japan and Korea. None of these young
people had ever been involved in construction before. Overcoming the various language barriers
and lack of experience, they learned quickly. Their
sense of pride in the completed building was palpable. The young volunteers had an experience they
will always remember with pride, and the GMC got
a woodshed.

STATUS OF OUR TRAILS AND SHELTERS
Possible relocation of the Long Trail in Smuggler's Notch along the Elephant's Head Trail
has been recommended to the GMC. This
could take place as early as 2002, pending final
approval, allocation of resources for rock and
waterbar work, and various other tasks. This is
in accord with the long-range plan for Sterling
Pond and may be associated with construction
of a new shelter.
The site for a replacement for Gorham Lodge
has been selected.

PROJECTS FOR THE REMAINDER Olf
THE YEAR
• Scouting Hike-November 4th to examine
the location of a shelter, which could be construction in 2002.

Online Tip....
Be sure to check
www.turnertoys.com/gmc.org
for Montpelier-GMC information.

~

I
'

f:ITOR'S CORNER
•
The editor of Trail Talk would like to
hear from you about issues that would
be of interest to the Montpelier Section.
Call: 802-223-3935 or email:
Jordan29FN@aol.com with your ideas.
Deadline for material to be submitted for
the next issue is Monday, January 14,
2002.
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MontpeOer Section Member
Joins an Elite Club
Mary Bellinzier of Montpelier has joined the
ranks of an elite group of skiers who have skied
the entire length of the Catamount Trail. We be1ieve only seventeen people have successfully
achieved this feat. Some have accomplished this
as a continuous trip while others have tackled the
whole trail section by section over time.
Congralulatio11s Mary!
Page 7

OUTING REPORTS
•August 11, 2001 - Canoeing, Lake Willoughby, by An~
Burcroff

We had fourteen people on the Hunger Mt. trip. The
day was partly overcast, but we still had a good view
from the top. We left the trailhead by 9:30 AM, back
It was one of those perfect days that make you sorry by 2:30 PM. Due to the wind, we all needed windfor all the people who were not there, but a small, com- breakers at the summit. The path was wet and slippery
patible group is really great. We paddled northward
at times, but we had no mishaps. The descent was
along the western, wooded shore, stopping to swim and slightly challenging; everyone seemed to enjoy the
eat lunch at some big rocks on the shore. The northhike.
west shore had some nice homes set in the woods and
everyone we saw waved. As we approached the public • October 14, 2001 - Hike, Mt. Ascutney, by Nancy Schulz
beach at the north end there were more boats and water
skiers, so we crossed over to the east shore and paddled With temperatures unseasonably warm (in the 60's)
and under overcast skies, Steve Lightholder, Michael
back parallel to the road. We saw several loons and
some young mergansers. We came ashore at the south Chernick and Jeff Euber rode with me to Mt. Ascutney.
end, landed at a sandy beach and had a delicious swim The soft lighting of the day set off the varied and dramatic foliage colors. We hiked up the Brownsville
in the very clear water. It was a long paddle but the
Trail and reached the summit around noon. We were
views are incomparable - we even saw hlkers on the
literally in a cloud near the top and donned rain gear to
ledge on Pisgah where we usually eat lunch.
ascend the observation tower, where we were buffeted
• August 12, 2001 - Hike, Middlebury Gap to Silent Cliff by strong winds. After a few brief detours to viewless
and Cave, by Duncan Wilkie
vistas such as Brownsville Rock, we lunched at the
calm and dry site of the Stone Hut ruins. We made our
Joan Shields, Thomas Weiss, Suzie Wilson, Duncan
way down the Windsor Trail, enjoying the foliage and
Wilkie, Jay Wilkie and Chris Wilkie started the day
waterfall in a beautiful gorge. A mile-long road walk
with a stop off at Moss Glenn Falls on Rte. 100 on the brought us back to the car shortly after 3:00 PM. Deway to Middlebury Gap. Little water coming over the spite the lack of _panoramic views today - we enjoyed
falls from a dry, hot summer, but today it was cool and the.feafures that are unique to Ascutney- such as the
overcast. First we hiked to the Cliff and Cave on the
Norcross Quarry rock piles - as well as the always stunnorth side of the Gap. Great view from the top of the
ning beauty of the autumn woods in Vermont.
Cliff. Nobody in the group ventured down the steep
slope into the Cave. Returning to Rte. 73 parking lot,
we picked up our packs with lunch and swim suits for
the hike to Lake Pleiad on the Southside of the Gap.
Lunch was on the rocks overlooking the Lake. Thomas
bushwhacked around the lake, the only one to go for a
swim, too cool, believe it or not, for the rest of us to
take the plunge. The day stayed overcast and cool, but
everybody enjoyed the relaxing hikes and picnic/swim.
• September 9, 2001 - Hike, Stowe Mt. Resort, by Reidun
Nuquist

How very different cross-country ski trails look in
summer! At the resort we hiked in welcome shade on a
hot, humid day, ferns and brambles lining the wide
paths. For our lunch spot, we chose a brook that is usually hidden by ice and snow: this day we could sit on
convenient stones with our feet dangling in the cool
water. In all, this hike was an interesting experiment.
•September 23, 2001- Hike, Hunger Mt, by Marie McWilli01n

Trail Talk/Winter, 2001-2002

Lunch break while canoeing July 19, 200l on Harriman
Reservoir. Photo by Andrew Nuquist

CIRCLE APRIL 5, 2002
ON YOUR CALENDAR
Montpelier Section Annual Meeting
More information in the Spring issue
of Trail Talk.
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OUTING REPORTS cont: the trail, and instead severely cut
•October 13, 2001 - Fall WalkThrough, Long Trail from Smugglers'
Notch to Madonna and Elephant's
Head, by John Buddington

The day started chilly with strong
winds, but soon the sun warmed the
notch to unseasonable temperatures.
Ten of us started hiking about 9:00
in Smugglers' Notch and divided
into two groups. One group of 5
cleared drainages on the LT section
between the notch and Sterling
Pond. This group was quite aggressive in deepening drainage structures.
The second party of 5 delivered
two garbage cans to Watson Camp.
We didn't receive instructions in
time to do as intended: transfer the
contents of the current privy bin to
the new bins. (No complaints were
heard.) This group, armed with clippers, one hazel hoe, and bow saws,
worked from Sterling Shelter to
Madonna Peak. We couldn't find a
deadfall that was supposed to be on

back limbs in an overhead spruce
which had fallen in the ice storm.
The trail has little mud, perhaps because of the dry summer, and is
mostly clipped near the 4x8-foot
specification.
Following lunch, the deadfall was
located on the trail to Watson and
was duly removed. Three of the
party went back to deepen drainages
on the LT down to the notch. Three
others walked and clipped around
Sterling Pond on the E-Head. The
remaining four clipped sporadically
to the E-Head spur and out to EHead. Evidence of the spring brushing-in was removed.
State of Our Trails
• LT to Sterling Pond. This section
is heavily used. Although there are
no eroded areas, the rock steps need
to be rebuilt and screed.
• LT to Chilcoot Pass. Usage drops
off dramatically north of Sterling
Shelter. No muddy spots are evident. Some rock work is desirable
just downhill from the second ski

trail crossing. The final section to
Chilcoot was trimmed in August but
not visited on this trip.
E-Head: around the Pond. This section gets moderate traffic. It is a bit
ragged. The Section has deferred
clipping here, being a lower priority
since it is easily accessible to the
caretaker.
• E-Head: Tractor Road to VT 108.
This section has received a good
deal of attention this year. A section
below E-Head needs trimming. Considerable rock work is anticipated as

Kathy Gobi, Marilyn Wilson and John
Buddington at the Hubbard Park Membership/Planning Mtg. on October 4,
2001. Photo by Priscilla Page

We encourage you to join or renew your membership in the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club.
Annual dues are: Individual* - $27.00
Family *S~iors

$35.00 (inc. children under age 18)

Life (1 adult) -

$500

Dual Life (2 adults) - $750

(age 70 and over), full-time students, volunteers, low income members may take a $7 .00 discount.

Future ren~ls: MAILED ON ANNIVERSARY DATE OF JOINING GMC

x- -------- . .
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I/We wish to join the Montpelier Section of The Qreen Mountain ~lub, Inc. I/We will receive a membership card, the Section quarterly
newsletter (Trail Talk), lhe GMC quarterly (Long Trail News), a discount on GMC publications, and reduced overnight fees at selected
shelters.
Name(s)~-------------------------------------~
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _

Telephone: (h) _ _ _ _ _ _ _(w) _ · _ _ _ _ __._mail: _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ Amt. enclosed:$ _ _ __

0
D

I/We am/are interested in helping with trail maintenance.
I/We enclose a $ _ _ _ donation to the Montpelier Section.

Please make check payable to the "Green Mountain Club" and mark it for the Montpelier Section.
Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, Inc., 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677
Phone: (802) 244-7037; fax: (802) 244-5867; e-mail: gmc@greenmountainclub.org
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Gorham Lodge Update
by Eric Seidel

On the evening of September 271h, the ad hoc Gorham Lodge Replacement Committee met at the
home of Ann Burcroff. Thanks, Ann, for having us, and for the snacks! This second meeting of the
group was expected to consist of a status report regarding permitting
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logistics from Dave Hardy, Director of Field Programs, to be fol., ~
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lowed by detailed discussion about how to get the job done. Instead
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we learned of an apparent difference of opinion between the Section
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\ ~~ 'i_,.~ , and the Vermont Forest, Parks and Recreation Dept. about the size
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· :; · and construction method for the new lodge. With our sails somewhat
. deflated, we heard that the State preferred a log structure of a size
larger than the section had contemplated. The Committee had been in
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t ..,,J:, agreement that a frame type structure of a size similar to that of Gor,.,,_
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l ",. ,· :· ham Lodge was the direction in which we felt most comfortable
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J, ; :.• ·, heading. That sense of comfort came from the fact that the Section
..
t I · felt that the construction of a frame shelter was something we could
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handle from the perspective of logistics and manpower. We alsQ felt
that it would be the most affordable for the section and the GMC.
The preference of the State for a log structure may change the type of
participation by the Section in the project. It may also cause the replacement to slip by one year while logs are cut, peeled and dried.
The GMC Trail Management Committee will be working with FP & R to determine what direction is
best for everyone. All are invited to our next Gorham Lodge meeting scheduled for November 27th.
We will communicate fast-breaking news on the Section Website.
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Andrew Nuquist
GMC Montpelier Section
29 Bailey A venue
Montpelier, VT 05602
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