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A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW MONTPELIER SECTION PRESIDENT 

The executive committee of the 
Montpelier section has met twice 
since I took office in April. 

We have a strong section, which 
shows in the number of outings 
that we sponsor and the atten
dance at those outings. The 
strength of our section is also 
shown by the large number of 
people who come on the outings 
for trail maintenance. 

But the committee has some con
cerns about the decrease in section 
membership this year, and is work
ing to reduce expenses as well as 
to increase the number of mem
bers. 

Our single largest expense is this 
newsletter (this issue is printed in 
smaller type and contains less text 
to reduce costs). I believe that the 
newsletter is essential to our sec
tion. Its news, schedule, and com-

ments are necessary and contrib
ute to the vitality of our group. 
Have these changes reduced its 
readability? Is the publication still 
informative? We would like to 
hear your opinions about the al
tered format. 
In addition to increasing our 

membership, the committee be
lieves we should attract the next 
generation in order to maintain 
and preserve the Long Trail. 

As a section, we always welcome 
families, but few children attend 
our activities. We are planning 
two outings that are particularly 
suitable for members and friends 
who wish to bring children. The 
frrst is a trip on August 22 to Mt. 
Independence in Orwell, where the 
trails range from 0.6 to 2.2 miles; 
there will also be swimming. 

MORSE HONORED AT GMC ANNUAL MEETING 

Congratulations go to Dave Morse for receiving an honorary GMC life 
membership in appreciation of his many years of dedication to the Club. 
The award was presented to him at the Annual Business Meeting in June. 
When the description of Morse's accomplishments was read by GMC 
President Kimball Simpson, the recipient was the only one who was 
surprised about the recognition. The Montpelier Section has always felt 
honored to have such an outstanding gentleman as a member. 

The main topic of this year's GMC Annual Meeting was the protection 
of the Long Trail and ways that goal might be reached. The Nature 
Conservancy's John Roe proposed that special federal legislation be 
developed, using money from the federal Land and Water Conservation 
Fund to assist with implementation. Discussion from the floor revealed 
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The second family event is the 
trip up Camel's Hump on Septem
ber 5. One group will take a short 
route to the summit, at a leisurely 
pace, meeting a more challenged 
group at the top. . 

Another suggestion is an evening 
seminar on backpacking, followed 
a few weeks later by a short, easy 
"overnight" on the Long Trail. If 
there is enough interest in this, we 
will plan it for next spring. If you 
are interested in assisting with this 
project, please contact me. 

The executive committee is eager 
to hear your thoughts on some of 
these ideas. Please let any of us 
know your comments, by tele
phone or by mail. Better yet, plan 
to attend one of our outings (see 
Schedule inside), and tell us in 
person! 

SHOULD WE CHANGE 
OUR SECTION NAME? 

The executive committee has 
been hearing reports that the des
ignation "Montpelier Section" has 
led to a public perception that the 
group is limited to Montpelier 
residents. 

Alternative names have been 
proposed, such as "Central Ver
mont Section," "Hunger Mountain 
Section," or "Camel's Hump Sec
tion." 

What do YOU think? 



OUTING SCHEDULE 

Please Note: Non-members are welcome on our hikes. Advance registration is not necessary unless so stated, but 
it is always useful to the leader and to inform you of any last-minute changes. 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, TR1PS LEA VE FROM THE MONTPELIER HIGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT. 

The ratings for level of difficulty are "easy," "moderate," and "difficult," with a few outings falling in-between. "Easy" 
hikes are accessible to anyone in good physical condition, and are usually suitable for families with children. 
"Moderate" outings require a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable. "Dtmcult" outings are 
challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience is necessary. All hikes require some 
degree of physical conditioning. The volunteer leaders are not licensed guides. 

Au~st 14 & 15. Saturday & Sunday - Canoe/kayak 
trip with Northern Vermont Canoe Cruisers. 
Androscoggin River and Lake Umbagog. Various 
distances. Whitewater experience needed for Class II 
white-water trip. Good PFD & white water canoe/ 
kayak necessary for white-water portions of trip. Fee 
for overnight stay. Call leader for details/ time. 
Leader: Peter Downey 223-3376 

Au~st 22. Sunday - Hike at Mt. Independence in 
Orwell. Four miles. Easy. Families are encouraged 
to attend. Swimming available after hike. Admission 
fee; nature trail. Bring lunch. Contact leader for 
ti.me. 
Leader: Thomas Weiss 223-5603 

Au~st 25. Wednesday - Hike Mt. Monadnock in 
New Hampshire. 4.4 miles. Moderate. Bring lunch 
and container for picking blueberries. Contact leader 
for meeting place and ti.me. 
Leader: Bill Osgood 485-8351 

Au~st 26. Thursday - "Just for the Hill of It." Keep 
your legs in shape while you enjoy beautiful views of 
Montpelier and surrounding mountains. This two
hour (7 miles + /-) walk will seek out a variety of 
steep hills. Bring water and be prepared for a brisk 
pace and lots of ups and downs. (Leader will provide 
written directions for those who wish to go at a 
slower pace.) Meet at 5:30 p.m. Casual dinner 
afterwards is an option. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

September 5. Sunday - Hike the Bamforth Ridge 
Trail to the summit of Camel's Hump; return via the 
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Long Trail. A strenuous 13.S miles (8 hours + /-). 
Bring lunch and plenty of water. Meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

September 5. Sunday - In conjunction with above 
hike, a moderate but slow-paced hike via Forestry 
Trail. 7 miles. Meet above-described group on top 
of mountain. Bring lunch. Meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Thomas Weiss 223-5603 

September 11 & 12. Saturday & Sunday - Overnight 
hike on Long Trail from VT #108 to Lake Mansfield. 
11.9 miles. Dilficult. Hikers must be fully equipped 
and carry own food and gear. First day from VT 
#108 to Butler Lodge, 6.9 miles. Second day from 
Butler Lodge to Lake Mansfield, 5 miles. Day-hikers 
welcome to join for portion of trip. Please call leader 
if you plan to go. Meet at 7:30 a.m. 
Leader: Reidun Nuquist 223-3550 

September 16. Thursday - Hike Wrights Mountain in 
Bradford, VT. Two miles. Easy. Bring lunch and 
binoculars to watch hawks migrating south. Contact 
leader for meeting place and ti.me. 
Leader: Bill Osgood 485-8251 

Se.ptember 18. Saturday - Hike along Mt. Lafayette 
ridge in N.H. Difficult. Bring lunch. This is a joint 
trip with the Sterling Section so we will meet at the 
GMC Headquarters in Waterbury Center at 7:30 a.m. 
Necessary to call leader ahead because cars need to 
be spotted. 
Leader: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062 

continued 
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ADDITIONS TO OUTING SCHEDULE 

One of the drawbacks of being editor of a publication with a staff of only two is that when there is 
an omission or an error, it can only be my fault. Two hikes were inadvertently omitted from the 
prepared schedule; please add the following to your calendar: 

August 28. Saturday - Hike Middlebury Gap. 6-7 miles. Moderate. Leaving early to allow for a 
slower pace; bring lunch. Please call leader if going. Meet 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Joe Bahr 244-6132 .. "' 
October 3. Sunday - Little River State Park loop of Smiles+/-. Easy to moderate. We will go at a 
slow pace to admire faU foliage. Bring lunch and camera, if you wish. Meet at noon. 
Leader: Joe Bahr 244-6132 

Thanks to the second staff member for ca«'.hing this mistake! 



September 22. Wednesday· "Just for the Hill of It." 
Keep your legs in shape while you enjoy beautiful 
views of Montpelier and surrounding mountains. 
This two-hour (7 miles + /·) walk will seek out a 
variety of steep hills. Bring water and flashlight, and 
be prepared for a brisk pace and lots of ups and 
downs. (Leader will provide written directions for 
those who wish to go at a slower pace.) Meet at 5:30 
p.m. Casual dinner afterwards is an option. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

September 25. Saturday· Brisk hike to summit of Mt. 
Ellen via Jerusalem Trail and the Long Trail. Total 
distance is 8.2 miles with a vertical rise of 2,500 feet. 
Bring lunch and plenty of water. Meet at 9:00 a.m. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223· 7035 

September 26. Sunday • Hike and potluck supper. 
Seven-mile road walk. Easy to moderate. Bring 
snack to share, plus own utensils, bowl, etc. Leader 
will provide soup. Reservations required. Call 
Nuquists at 223-3550 for reservations. Meet 1:00 p.m. 
Leader: Sally Sairs (no phone) 

October 2. Saturday • Hike the Brothers Mountains 
ir. the Adirondacks in New York. Di!'flr.ult. Bring 
lunch. This is a joint trip with the Sterling Section. 
Meet at GMC Headquarters in Waterbury Center at 
8:00 a.m. 
Leade_r: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062 

October 9. Saturday· Hike on Skyline Trail (Hunger 
Mountain to Stowe Pinnacle). 6-1/2 miles. Difficult. 
Bring lunch. Cars will have to be spotted so call 
leader if you plan to participate. Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: Dave Morse 223-7126 

October 17. Sunday· Work hike at Smuggler's Notch. 
Various lengths and abilities; all are welcome to 
participate. Bring your own equipment, or use the 
Club's. Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: Michael Chernick 223-0918 

October 24. Sunday • Hike up Camel's Hump via 
Forestry Trail, Long Trail, and Alpine Trail. 9 miles 
+ / ·. Moderate to difficult. Bring lunch and gear for 
fall hiking. Trip is weather dependent, so call leader. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
Leader: Peter Downey 223-3376 
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October 31. Sunday· Work trip on Bamforth Ridge. 
6 miles. REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR CLOCK 
BACK THE NIGHT BEFOREI All abilities welcome. 
Bring your own tools or use the Club's. Call leader 
for time. 
Leader: Bill Osgood 485-8351 

November 6. Saturday • Mystery walk. Easy. 3-4 
miles. Bring lunch. Meet at 10:00 a.m. 
Leader: Judy Illingworth 223-6022 

November 7. Sunday • Hike or cross-country ski the 
Mt. Mansfield Toll Road. Moderate. 8-10 miles, 
depending on conditions. Call leader if in doubt 
about whether to bring skis. Meet at 9:00 a.m. 
Leader: Nancy Schulz 223-7035 

November 9. Tuesday • Planning meeting to schedule 
winter and early spring outings. Open executive 
session at 6:30 p.m. Planning meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Hosts: Peter and Roberta Downey 223-3376 

10 Dunpatrick Circle, Montpelier 

November 14. Sunday - Road Walk. North Street/ 
Sparrow Farm area. Optional length. Easy to 
moderate. Snack optional. Ambitious hikers can hike 
from downtown, the le~ ambitious can drive part 
way. Meet at 1:00 p.m. 
Leaders: Reidun and Andrew Nuquist 223-3550 

November 20. Saturday • Slide Show. Bring "snack" 
to share. Meet at Judy's home at 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Judy Illingworth 223-6022 

3 Greenfield Terrace, Montpelier 

December 12. Sunday • Snowshoe or hike to Mont· 
clair Glen Lodge. Moderate. 6 miles. Bring lunch, 
snowshoes, ski poles, ice ax, etc.; dress warmly. Meet 
at 8:30 a.m. 
Leader: Micllael Chernick 223-0918 

December 18. Saturday · Section Christmas Party at 
Corliss Camp in Johnson. 1.8 miles one way. Easy. 
Bring $2 gift to exchange and a snack to share, and 
your Christmas spirit. Snowshoe or ski, depending on 
weather. Meet at 10:00 a.m. 
Leader: · Doris Washburn 476-4264 

END OF ScHEDULE 
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MORSE, continued from page 1 

concerns about the availability of money from this 
federal fund, the use of eminent domain, and whether 
special legislation was truly necessary to protect the 
Long Trail. 

Later in the day, the Board of Directors voted to 
authorize the Land Protection Committee to draft 
proposed legislation for federal assistance to aid in 
the protection of the Long Trail. This proposal is to 
include various options such as National Scenic Trail 
Designation, special legislation, and suggestions on 
condemnation. This report will be reviewed by the 
Board at its next meeting. 

Saturday's events concluded with a truly delicious 
dinner by the New England Culinary Institute, and a 
well-received, informative presentation by Brian 
Lindner on the individuals involved in the 1944 
Camel's Hump bomber crash. 

Many thanks to section members who donated their 
time to make such a success of this year's meeting. 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 

Materials for the next issue of TRAIL TALK should be 
submitted by November 15 to the ediior, Barbara 
Agnew, #7-D Forest Drive, Montpelier, Vf 05602, 
telephone 223-0030; or Section President Tom Weiss, 
P.O. Box 512, Montpelier, Vf 05601-0512, telephone 
223-5603. Publication will be early December, in time 
to bring you the new outing schedule for early 1994. 

Allen Jacobs, Treasurer 
GMC Montpelier Section 
RR #1, Box 3524 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
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CONG RA TULA TIO NS To GMC Executive Director Dennis Shaffer and Amy Emler-Shaffer on the birth of Morgan Rose this month! 


