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NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL DESIGNATION FOR THE LONG TRAIL?
by Reidun Nuquist

I am one of many who feel torn over National Scenic Trail (NST) status for the Long Trail. Is this the best
way to protect the trail? Is this the time to apply for designation?
What is clear is that it will be a challenge for the Green Mountain Club to safeguard the remaining 27 miles
of the LT in northern Vermont. Since the inception of the Long Trail Protection Fund campaign in 1987, we
have raised $1.8 million from private donors and state and federal governments, and saved 30-plus miles of
trail. This is a tremendous achievement. It has brought us new members and much good will.
Money is, however, becoming increasingly hard to raise. There is fierce competition for private and public
funds. At the same time, the environmental movement is under attack from developers and property owners.
Who can ignore the recent assaults on Acts 250 and 200?
A recent memo from GMC President Kim Simpson estimates that it will take ten years and another $5-10
million to give permanent protection to the LT. Can we do it alone any longer? Are our pockets deep enough
and our resolve strong enough? Or do we need help from the feds to save thi s major national recreational
resource?
Discussing National Scenic Trail status for the LT
MONTPELIER SECTION TO HOST
is not new. It has come up at regular intervals
JUNE GMC ANNUAL MEETING
since the late 1960s. The southern section of the
LT, south of Sherburne Pass where it coincides
As most of you know by now , the Montpelier
with the Appalachian Trail, is already protected.
Section will host the 1993 annual meeting of the
The GMC Land Protection Committee was willing
Green Mountain Club at club headquarters in
to take another look at NST status. Knowing that
Waterbury Center. The dates are June 5 and 6,
members were divided on the issue, the committee
which we hope you have already circled on your
sought only permission to explore the issue; i.e.,
calendar. It is going to be a great event -- we look
they asked the Board of Directors to allow them to
forward to seeing you there.
develop draft legislation, which could later be
Planning for the meeting began last fall. Followapproved or disapproved by the Board.
ing the annual business meeting, we will offer a
Environmental experts on the committee -- and
variety of hikes for Saturday afternoon and Sunday,
there were several -- stressed that with the help of
including a work party. David Morse is outing
the congressional delegation the draft could be
coordinator.
tailored to the specific needs of the GMC, the LT,
All meals wiJJ be catered by the New England
and Vermont. It was not even certain that condemCulinary Institute, Montpelier' s famous school for
nation of land had to be part of the legislation.
chefs, at cost. We owe this generous arrangement
"Condemnation" is the scare word that makes the
to Eric Seidel, our trails and shelters chairperson.
staunchest defenders of the LT nervous . It was also
The Saturday dinner and evening program will be
the word that defeated the proposal of the Land
held at Stowe Community Church, as the GMC
Protection Committee at the GMC board meeting on
facilities are not large enough for a sit-down meal.
January 16. For now, we have effectively closed
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB ARCHIVES

Annual Meeting, continued

Last fall, the Vermont Historical Society (VHS)
held a reception to recognize the Green Mountain
Club archives , part of this manuscript depository
since 1974.
Guests of honor were GMC/VHS volunteers
William Osgood and Priscilla Page who had spent
hundreds of hours arranging and describing the
material. The result is an impressive inventory -box by box, folder by folder. The inventory can be
ordered from the VHS .
The reception in the Victorian Lobby of the
Pavilion Building was well attended by GMC
members (many from the Montpelier Section),
GMC staff, and VHS members and trustees.
Archive materials on display included correspondence, photographs, maps, memorabilia, guidebooks, newsletters, and end-to-end reports. Together they tell a rich history of the Green Mountain
Club and the Long Trail.
If you have club material that you think is worth
saving, you may add it to the collection, which is
steadily growing. The society is open to the public
Tuesday through Saturday (phone number is 8282291 ) in the Pavilion Building on State Street.

After-dinner speaker Brian Lindner will give an
illustrated talk on the 1944 Camel's Hump bomber
crash and rescue operations. Remains of the plane
can still be seen on the mountain.
For more information and registration form, see
the Spring issue of THE LoNG TRAIL NEWS.
We will need additional volunteers to assist the
committee before and/or during the meeting. This
is a complex arrangement! If you can lend a hand ,
please call Reidun Nuquist at 223-3550 or one of
the other members of the planning team: Barbara
Agnew, Mary Bellinzier, Roberta Downey, Judy
Illingworth, Allen Jacobs, David Morse, Andrew
Nuquist, Priscilla Page, Eric Seidel, and Doris
Washburn.

We encourage you to join. or renew your membership in , the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club. Annual Section dues
for the year ending April 30, 1993, are:
Adults
Family membership (includes children under 18)
Junior member under age 18

$20.00
$30.00
$ 5.00

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION _
OR RENEW AL_ (please check one) -- Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, RR # J , Box
650, Route #JOO, Waterbury Center, VT 05677.

I wish to join the Montpelier Section of The Green Mountain Club, Inc. I will receive a membershlp card, the Section newsletter
(TRAIL TALK), THE LoNG TR.An. NEWS , and a discount on GMC publications and on lodge fees at overnight shelters:
Name(s)_ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ __
Address

----------------------------~

Telephone: (h)_ _ _ _ _ _ (w) _ _ __ __

Amount enclosed:

------------ -

ABOUT THOSE "OUTING REPORTS" ...
At the start of each new outing schedule
(published in TRAIL TALK), trip leaders are mailed
"Outing Report" forms. When completed, these list
the hike participants, creating a record of
MontpeHer Section activities from year to year.
Newcomers who wish to receive the newsletter -our best recruiting tool , in addition to Dave
Morse' s press releases -- are asked to give their
address when they sign the form.
The Outing Report also has room for an account
of the trip. Some leaders write excellent stories of
their trips, describing weather, lunch, stops, views,
mishaps and happy accidents , snow conditions, and
wildflowers.
These descriptions make good
reading, especially for those of us who couldn 't go.
All reports are collected in loose-leaf binders and
become part of the Section' s archives.
Recently we have been receiving many Outing
Reports with just a list of names, leaving us hungry
for more detail. Writing a brief account need not
take more than ten minutes. Pencil is fine and we
don't check spelling. How about it, trip leaders?
You may even become a published writer in TRAIL
TALK if you give us your approval. The newsletter
prints these reports when space alJows, so that
readers may share the experiences of others.

THANKS TO ANDY & REIDUN!
After ten years of sharing responsibility for the
Montpelier Section newsletter, Andrew and Reidun
Nuquist have received some respite from their
labors and "retired" from this particular duty.
Without their unflagging efforts, Section members
would not have enjoyed so many issues highlighting
the activities of the group as both the Montpelier
segment and the GMC as a whole have grown and
prospered.
This is a poor substitute for a gold watch, but our
thanks are at least as genuine! The new editor of
TRAIL TALK certainly does have a tough act to
fol1ow.
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NEXT ISSUE
Materials for the next issue of TRAIL TALK should
be submitted by August 1 to the editor, Barbara
Agnew, #7-D Forest Drive, Montpelier, VT
05602, telephone 223-0030; or Section President
Rei dun Nuquist, 29 Bailey A venue, Montpelier, VT
05602, telephone 223-3550. We will do our best to
respond to your suggestions and concerns.

Outing Schedule, continued
July 25. Sunday - Hike up Mt. Norris in Eden. 3.9
miles. Moderate, with steep spots. Bring lunch.
Bring swimsuit for swim following hike. Meet at
8:00 a .m. at Montpelier High School, or at 8:45
a.m. at Charlmont Restaurant in Morrisville.
Leader: Jim Kellogg 888-5142
August 3. Tuesday - Moonlight supper and canoe
cruise on Waterbury Reservoir. Easy. Bring
picnic supper, flashlight, and bug spray! Should be
off water by 9:00 p.m. Meet at 6:00 p.m.
Leader: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062

******************************************

Long Trail, continued

all debate on the use of NST to protect the Long
Trail. We have voted against even preparing a
draft that would give us facts for a real debate.
No matter how I feel about the Board's decision,
it has left me uneasy. I remember shouting . . .
booing ... people speaking out of order ... it was
not the GMC's finest hour.
And I am left with a nagging question. If two
landowners had not been present and threatened to
close their land to hikers, if we had just applied for
NST status, would the debate and the vote have
been different? Did the Board vote from fear or
with their heads? There is much to ponder.

OUTING REPORTS
Smueeler's Notch Moonlight Ski, February 6, 1993
Six participants
Leaders: Andrew and Reidun Nuquist
We had expected this outing to draw more than
six skiers, but the frigid weather (it was minus 20
degrees when we returned home) kept people at
home. It was a real challenge to stay warm
enough! Participants were instructed to wax their
skis at home and not at the trail head. Before we
got out of the cars, we made sure that all the little
"chores" were done: hats, scarves and mittens on,
zippers closed, fannypacks stuffed. That meant we
could start moving as soon as possible, ·although
with multiple layers of clothing, including face
masks, it was hard to move fast, and rhythmic
elegance was pretty much out of the question. The
Notch was breathtaking in the moonlight, and it
looked steeper and narrower than in daylight. The
sky, rocks, snow, and trees were a symphony in
blues, greys, and whites. The moon looked enormous on our right as we climbed. It kept appearing
and disappearing behind the ragged ridge, until we
reached the top of the notch and it was a real
presence. Tom risked frostbite by ta.king out his
camera and photographing us in the moonlight.
The descent took no time at all on the open road.
We stopped for delicious pizza in Stowe before we
went home.

0

Little River State Park, January 2, 1993; 15 participants. Leader: Laurette Brady
After a dark, cold, windy start, the sun emerged as we turned into Cotton Brook Road,
entering Little River State Park on the Moscow side. Hikers set forth briskly up the gently
sloping broad logging road that leads into the heart of the Rickers Mountain settlement area.
Warmed by the sun and inspired by glorious views of the reservoir as the road tracked higher
along its north shore, we walked somewhat longer and farther than the planned three miles. On
the way back, we took a pleasant quick trip down to an old homestead ruin by the shore, ending
up just after noon. This area is rich in historical atmosphere and has many inviting trails past
abandoned early century fanns, a school, and a cemetery. A brochure and hiking guide is
available from the State of Vermont Agency of Natural Resources.

OUTING SCHEDULE
Please Note: Non-members are welcome on our hikes. Advance registration is not necessary unless so stated,
but it is always useful to the leader and to inform you of any last-minute changes.
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, TRIPS LEA VE FROM THE MONTPEUER IDGH SCHOOL PARKING LOT.

The ratings for level of difficulty are "easy," "moderate," and "difficult," with a few outings falling inbetween. "Easy" hikes are accessible to anyone in good physical condition, and are usually suitable for
famiUes with children. "Moderate" outings require a degree of stamina; some previous experience is
advisable. "Difficult" outings are challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience
is necessary.

April 4. Sunday - Road walk, Calais area. Easy.
Meet at 1:00 p.m.
Leaders: Betty Moscowitz and Joan Heller 2231874

May 8. Saturday - Wildflower hike in Middlesex
Notch. Easy. Six miles. Bring lunch, flower
guides, and mud boots. Meet at 9:00 a.m.
Leader: Ann Burcroff 229-9677

April 17. Saturday - "Heart of Vermont" hike.
To visit geographical
center of Vermont on Dole Hill in Northfield,
jointly with Northfield Historical Society. Bring
lunch and camera. Meet at 9:00 a .m.
Leader: Bill .Osgood 485-8351

May 15. Saturday - All-day trail maintenance
workshop at GMC headquarters in Waterbury
Center. Call the GMC headquarters for more
information (244-7037).

Easy, about four miles.

April 23. Friday - Montpelier Section annual
meeting and potluck dinner, at Christ Church, 64
State Street, Montpelier. Dinner at 6:00 p .m. with
annual meeting and evening program to follow.
Reservations before Thursday, April 22, to Priscilla
Page at 229-9596.
April 25. Sunday - Sidewalk Walk - walking tour of
historic Montpelier. Easy. Four miles. Meet at
1:00 p.m.
Leader; Thomas Weiss 223-5603
May 1. Saturday - "Silent" hike in Groton State
Forest. Easy. Bring lunch, binoculars, and bird
books. This is a silent hike (no talking once we
start) to enable us to listen to birds, insects, water,
etc. Meet at 9:00 a.m.
Leaders: Reidun and Andrew Nuquist 223-3550

May 15. Saturday - Hike, and possibly mountain
biking if dry enough and if there is enough interest.
Snake Mountain in Addison. Easy to moderate.
Six to eight miles. Bring lunch. Abundant with
white trilliums at this time of year, and good view
of Lake Champlain. Meet at 9:00 a.m.
Leader: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062
May 16. Sunday - Work Hike at Smuggler' s Notch.
Variable mileage. Bring lunch and tools. Workers
of all abilities welcome. Meet at 8:00 a .m.
Leader: Brenda Clarkson 496-7094
May 22. Saturday - Work Hike on Bamforth Ridge.
Variable mileage. Bring lunch and tools. Workers
of all abilities welcome. Breakfast for workers at
Bolton Falls Picnic Area. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at
Montpelier High School.
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406

continued

May 23. Sunday - Hike on the AT from PomfretSouth Pomfret Road to West Hartford. About six
miles. Easy to moderate. Bring lunch. About
one hour drive, plus time to spot cars for one-way
hike. Attractive trail through groves of old trees of
different species, alternating with open fields with
views, spring flowers. Meet at 8:00 a.m .
Leader: Andrew Nuquist 223-3550

June 19-20. Saturday-Sunday - Overnight backpacking trip on LT from Taylor Lodge to Jonesville.
16.8 miles. Difficult. Hikers must be fully
equipped and carry their own meals and gear. First
day 8.7 miles, second day 7.3 miles. Overnight at
Buchanan Shelter. Day-hikers may join us for part
of the hike. Meet at 7:30 a.m.
Leader: Reidun Nuquist 223-3550

May 29-31. Saturday-Monday - Canoe-camping at
Knight Island State Park, Lake Champlain. Minimum of four miles of paddling. More optional.
Easy for experienced canoeists. Canoe-campers
are responsible for all their own boating and camping gear and for food. Some meals may be shared
group meals. Knight Island has primitive campsites
and is large enough for a nice walk. Meet at 10:00
a.m.
Leader: Andrew Nuquist 223-3550

June 26. Saturday - Mystery hike. Easy. Bring
lunch. Meet at 10:00 a.m.
Leaders: Joan Heller & Betty Moscowitz 2231874

June 1. Tuesday - Hike in Groton State Park. Big
Deer and Osmore Pond area. Easy to moderate.
About five miles. Possibility of seeing lady slippers
in bloom. Bring lunch. Meet at back of Old Brick
Church in East Montpelier, corner of Routes 2 and
14, at 8:30 a.m.
Leader: Doris Washburn 476-4264
June 5-6, Saturday/Sunday - 1993 annual meeting of
the GMC (main club) at Club Headquarters in
Waterbury Center. See elsewhere in this newsletter
and the Spring issue of THE LoNG TRAIL NEWS for
more details and registration fonn .
June 12. Saturday - Trail maintenance hike in
Smuggler's Notch. Variable mileages. All abilities
welcome. Bring lunch and tools. Meet at 8:00
a.m.
Leader: Dave Shepard 229-1744
June 12-18 - Appalachian Trail Conference at
Dahlonega, Georgia. near the southern tenninus of
the AT. Hikes, excursions, workshops, etc. for all
who maintain the AT. (Reservations by May 15 to
Deep South '93, Decatur, Georgia.)

June 27. Sunday - Mountain biking in Waterbury
Reservoir area, Moscow side. Moderate. 'Eight to
ten miles. Bring lunch. Meet at 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062
July 8. Thursday - Planning meeting at 7:30 p.m. ,
preceded by open executive committee meeting at
6:30 p.m. An opportunity fur members tu identify
and plan section outings for late summer and fall.
If your ideas are not represented at the meeting ,
they may not appear on the schedule.
Hostess:
Barbara Agnew, 7-D Forest Drive,
Montpelier 223-0030
July 10. Saturday - Hike Long Trail from Johnson
Waterville Upper Road to Corliss Camp and out
Davis Neighborhood Trail. A combined hike with
the Bread Loaf Section. Moderate with steep climb
to Laraway summit. 8.9 miles. Bring lunch. Meet
at 8:00 a.m.
Leader for Montpelier Section: Dave Morse 2237126
July 18. Sunday - Hike up Mt. Hor and explore the
area. Swimming in Lake Willoughby. Five miles.
Moderate. Bring lunch and bathing suit. Meet at
8:00 a.m .
Leader: Ann Burcroff 229-9677
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