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MONTPELIER SECTION TO MAINTAIN LT ON CAlVIEL'S HUMP
by Reidun Nuquist
At its annual meeting on April
10, 1992, members of the Montpelier
Section voted to extend the section's
trail maintenance responsibilities to
the Long Trail on Camel's Hump,
from the River Road trailhead to
C.10rham Lodge. In the past, this
stretch was in the care of the New
York Section. Montpelier also maintains the Bamforth Ridge trail, creating a convenient loop on the spectaCltlar mountain.
We will continue to maintain
the LT from Smugglers' Notch to
Chilcoot Pass and the Elephant's
Head side trail. The latter has, however, been placed for adoption, this
also by a vote at the annual meeting.
A growing membership allows
us to increase our share of trail work.
The Montpelier Section now has 267
members and is the second largest
chapter in Vermont. (Burlington has
399; Ottauquecheeisthird, with 188).
When our membership passed 250,

we became entitled to a third member on the GMC Board of Directors, a
"first" in our history.
At the meeting. members also
heard reports from section officers.
They summarized the year's activities as 51 outings (compared to 43
last year), with an average attendance of ten. Of these, 19 were hikes,
16 cross-country-ski trips, 5 work
hikes, 4 canoe trips, 3 road walks, 3
bike trips, and 1 snowshoe trip. Six
outings were cancelled because of
adverse conditions, usually lack of
snow.
The most popular event was a
February ski trip to Highland Lodge
in Greensboro, followed by dinner
there. David Morse was again our
most active member, receiving a
copy of Thoreau's Walden as his reward.
The following officers were
elected for 1992-93:PresidentReidun
Nuquist; Vice President/Outing Co-

ordinator James Kellogg; Secretary
Priscilla Page; Treasurer/Membership Chair Allen Jacobs; Board of
Directors representatives Andrew
Nuquist and Peter Downey (this third
rep was a new slot;Brenda Clarkson's
term is up in '93). David Morse will
continue as publicity coordinator, a
non-elective office.
A raffle was held to benefit the
Montpelier Flood Relief Fund, and a
check for $50 has been sent as a
donation from the section.
GMC Executive Director Dennis Shaffer was a guest at the meeting and the after-dinner speaker, as
well. He gave a well-received slide
presentation on climbing Mt.
Mcl<lnley in 1990 with a group of
friends .
Arrangements for the meeting
and potluck dinner at Christ Church
were made by Priscilla Page, Chair;
EstherFarnsworth,Roberta Downey,
and Judy Illingworth.

COPY OF 27 DAYS VIDEO AVAILABLE FOR LOAN
The Montpelier Section has purchased a circulating copy ofthe 1991
video 27 Days: A Senior Backpacking Adventure an Vennonts Long
7Iail.ltwasfilmedbyLynneWhelden
of Canton, Pennsylvania, and runs
90minutes.
The video is available for borrowing by members with a VCR. If

you want to view it, please call Secretary Priscilla Page at 229-9596. The
lending period is two weeks. If mailing is needed , we ask you to pay
postage both ways.
According to the review of 27
Daysin The Long Trail News, Winter
1991, the age ofthe hikers is immaterial to the story. It is first and foremost

about four dedicated hikers who attempt to do the LT end-to-end. The
camera follows them day by day, and
we hear them reflect on backpacking, the trail, fitness, nature. and life
in general. No matter what your experience on the LT, if you are interested in hiking you will enjoy this
fine documentary!
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BUT THEY CAIVIE. FIRST SINGLY ... THEN BY THE CARLOAD"
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by Eric Seidel

The Montpelier Section trail
work season started on May 16 in
Smugglers' Notch under lowering
clouds that not only promised rain
butfollowed through on the promise.
The damp scene left me with the
feeling that not many fans were likely
to show up at Elephant's Head parking lot for the event.
Buttheycame.Firstsi.ngly, then
by two's, then by the carload . .. all
with smiling faces. They came until
the crowd numbered ... I must admit
that my soggy page and pen were
unable to keep up with the flow, and
lost count after 20 or so. But cooler
heads reported more than 30.
The catering manager, Ann
Burcroff, and her team, consisting of
Priscilla Page, Sally Sairs, and Andy
and Reidun Nuquist, presented a
wonderful hot breakfast under less
than wonderful conditions.
But the rain stopped, and the
team, filled with eggs, energy, and

enthusiasm, headed up the LT to
cleanandrebuild waterbarsandd.ips,
harden trail, clear blowdowns, brushin and brush-out, do trail assessment, and more.
The day was a complete success, and these generous volunteers
took home with them a sense of accomplishment, the good feelings
generated by doing useful work with
old friends and new, and the sense of
physical well-being that comes with
a good day's work on the trail.
Our thanks to: Brenda Clarkson,
Peter Downey, Sally Sairs, John R.,
Doris Washburn, Donna Russo,
Norman Bloom and his daughter
(whose name was lost to the soggy
page), Gwen Jennings, Dave Morse,
Elizabeth Bloomfield, Reidun and
Andrew Nuquist, Al Lindholm, Sue
Erisman, Willa Farrell, Mark
Houghwout, Priscilla Page, John
Rich, Mary Jo Llewellyn, Loretta
Brady, Sue Ann, Dave Shepard, and

SPRUCE MOUNTAIN FIRE
TOWER, PLAINFIELD, PART Ill

probably a dozen others whose
names I was unable to collect.
The following weekend, May 24,
the fun continued with weather that
was much worse. The rain did not
stop until afternoon, causing plenty
of ice on the trees on the upper
reaches of the LT and the Bamforth
Ridge trail. But we completed the
walk-through and built a couple of
waterbars, as well.
Thanks to Mary Bellinzier, Donna
Russo, Jeff Harvey, Brenda Clarkson,
Mary Jo Lewellyn, Priscilla Page,
Doris Washburn, Dave Shepard, Al
Lindholm, and Susan Warren.
On a final note, I am pleased to
announce that Al Lindholm has
volunteered to do summer maintenance on the Bamforth Ridge trail
this year. The LT from the River Road
to Gorham Lodge on Camel's Hump
and our stretch of the LT in Smugglers' Notch are still available for others who may wish to follow Al's lead.

DEDICATION CEREMONY AT
STRATTON MOUNTAIN FIRE
TOWER

by Mark Haughwout

Neil Rogers, the lookout watchman from 1953-67,
had wanted to live in the woods and be a ranger. His son
Earl started spending the summers on the mountaintop
at the age of two months, and had his own little fire
tower and wheelbarrow. Even though the Rogers family
hadapetporcupineonthemountaintop,Neilhadtoput
tree branches around the motor of his car at the base of
the mountain to prevent the hedgehogs from chewirig
on the brake lines for the salt; they even tried to chew
the tires!
In the fall of 1973, the tower was closed, and airplane patrols covered the area previously served by the
Spruce Mountain lookout. In 1987, the state Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation let a contract to
pa.int and repair the fire tower so that the public could
enjoy it for lookout purposes.

by Mark Haughwout
On Sunday, August 2, 1992, the Stratton Mountain
Fire Tower will be officially added to the National Historic Lookout Register. The Register, started by Dr. :'
Keith Argow, publisher of National Woodlands Magazine, is similar to the National Register of Historic Places.
Dr. Argow will present the Certificate of Registration at 2:00 PM at the fire tower site. The public is invited
to attend the brief ceremony.
This tower has also been nominated as a site for the
National Register of Historic Places by Green Mountain
National Forest archaeologist David Lacy. The nomination should be approved soon.
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OUTING SCHEDULE
Please Note: Non-members are welcome on our hikes. Advance registration is not necessary unless so
stated, but it is always useful to the leader and to inform you of any last-minute changes.
~

OTIIERWISE NOTED, TRIPS LEAVE FROM TIIE MONTPELIER HIGH SCHOOL PARKING WT.

The ratings for level of difficulty are "easy," "moderate," and "difficult," with a few outings falling inbetween. "Easy" hikes are accessible to anyone in good physical condition, and are usually suitable for
families with children. "Moderate" outings require a degree of stamina; some previous experience is
advisable. "Difficult" outings are challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous
experience is necessary.
July 14. Tuesday: Hike and swim in Groton State
Park. Fee. Easy. Bring a lunch. Meet at 9:00
am at Old Brick Church, East Montpelier.
Leader: Doris Washburn 476-4264.
July 19. Sunday: Bike railroad bed in Groton
State Park. Easy, 12 miles. Optional swim and
picnic. Mountain or hybrid bike advisable. Meet
at noon.
Leader: Esther Farnsworth 223-2240.
July 25. Sunday: Bike on Grand Isle and swim at
Grand Isle State Park. Moderate, 30-35 miles, all
flat terrain. Bring a lunch. Road bike okay.
Meet at 8:00 am.
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406.
August 2. Sunday: Hike Stevensville Trail to
Nebraska Notch, Long Trail to Butler Lodge, and
down Butler Lodge Trail. Moderate, 6 miles.
Bring lunch. Meet at 8:30 am.
Leader: Dave Morse 223-7126.
Auillst 8. Saturday: Hike Bald Mtn. and swim at
Lake Willoughby. Moderate, 4.2 miles. Clear
summit and fine tower - g~od views. Bring a
lunch. Meet at 8:30 am.
Leader: Ann Burcroff 229-9677.
August 8 & 9. Saturday and Sunday: Overnight
canoe trip in Saranac Lakes NY area. Must be
experienced and have own equipment. Register
with leader two weeks before the trip. Meet at
8:00 am.
Leader: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062.

Au~st 14-17. Friday-Monday: Canoe camping at
Woods ISiand State Park. Primitive site; no
facilities; no fires, stoves only. One mile of open
water access. Opportunity to relax, swim, walk,
or paddle day trips of various distances and
difficulty. (We can split up.) Fee $9.00/person.
Reservations please. (Limited to eight on the
site.) Bring all personal equipment and food.
Meet 1:00 pm Friday; optional independent
Saturday arrival.
Leaders: Andrew & Reidun Nuquist 223-3550.

August 22. Saturday: Hike Mt. Cardigan (3,121')

in west central New Hampshire. Moderate, 4-7
miles depending on trails used. Open rocky top
with fire tower -- fine views. Bring a lunch. 13/4 hours driving each way. Meet 8:00 am.
Leader: Dave Morse 223-7126.

Au~st

30. ia~ay: Work hike, place to be
determined by leader. All abilities welcome.
Bring lunch, and tools if you have them. Meet
8:00 am.
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406.

Sept. 13. Sunday: Canoe, swim, and celebrate
Dave Morse's birthday at Waterbury Reservoir.
Moderate. Call leaders if you are without a
canoe. Bring snacks to share. Meet 10:00 am.
Leaders: Reidun & Andrew Nuquist.
Sept. 19. Saturday: Hike from Lincoln Gap to
Appalachian Gap on the Monroe Skyline Trail
across Mt. Abraham, Mt. Ellen, and the tops of
Svgarbu'b and Mad River ski areas. Difficult,

11.6 miles. Spot cars. Bring a lunch. Meet 7:30

am.
Leader: Ann Burcroff 229-9677.
Sept. 20. Sunday: Road walk around Berlin Pond.
Easy, 5 miles. Meet 1:00 pm.
Leaders: Priscilla Page 229-9596 & Judy
Illingworth 223-6022.
Sept. 27. Sunday: Hike Griffith Lake and Baker
Peak in Wallingford, VI'. Difficult, 8.9 miles;
vertical rise 2,340'. See FIFIY HIKES IN VERMONr
(1990), 4th ed., p. 71, for hike description. Meet
7:00 am.
Leaders: Andrew and Reidun Nuquist.
Sept. 29, Tuesday: Outing schedule planning
meeting. An opportunity for members to identify
and plan section outing through the fall and
winter. H your ideas and requests are not represented at the meeting, they may not appear on the
schedule. We really need your input! A 6:30 pm
open meeting of the Executive Committee will
precede the planning meeting. Time: 7:30 pm.
Location: Maplewood Road, Montpelier.
Hosts: Esther & Harlan Farnsworth 223-2240.
Oct. 3, Saturday: Hike Burnt Rock Mtn. via
Hedgehog Brook Trail, No. Fayston. Moderate,
5 miles. Bring a lunch. Meet 8:30 am.
Leader: Harlan Farnsworth 223-2240.
j
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Oct.4 & 4, Sat. & Sun.: Hike Appalachian Trail
in Hew Hampshire with overnight at Carter Notch
AMC hut. Moderate and difficult options. Cost
$20/person. Reservations and fee required by
09/18.
Leader: Peter Downey 223-3376.
Oct. 10, Saturday: Hike Bald Peak in the Adirondacks, NY. Moderate, 7.8 miles. Bring a lunch.
Meet 8:00 am (2-1/4-hour drive).
Leader: Cindy Bigelow 229-2062.
Oct. 17. Saturday: Hike from Birch Glen to
Montclair Lodge, Camel's Hump. Difficult, 12
miles. Spot cars at Beane Trail and Forest City
Trail. Bring lunch. Meet 8:00 am.
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406.

Oct. 25. Sunday: Walk on the Stowe Bike Path.
Easy, 6 miles. Bring a snack. Meet 12:30 pm.
Leader: Seymour Bloom 229-5109.
Nov. 7. Saturday: Work outing and Long Trail
walk-through, Smugglers' Notch to Chilcoot Pass
and Elephant's Head Trail. All abilities welcome.
Bring lunch, and tools if you have them. Meet
8:00 am.
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406.
Noy. 14, Saturday: Work outing and Long Trail
walk-through on Camel's Hump. All abilities
welcome. Bring lunch and tools if you have them.
Meet 8:00 am.
Leader: Eric Seidel 223-1406.

...~~
...:.:
......•
.....
'O>·
·~

LEAVE
NorHING
BUT
FOOTPRINTS!

• REMOVE ALL LITIER
FROM TRAILS.
Ifyou park

it in, park it out.

• PROTECTWATERSUPPLIES.
Wcuh disht1 ond stlj uxll awoy
from surfau woltr,

• PLEASE USE OUTHOUSES.

CLEAN WOODLANDS
ARE

YOUR

RESPONSIBILITY!
f or infonnarion on how you l'an help maintain
;in1I pro!<'CI lht: I.mo~ Trail, co111act:

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB

AN INVITATION TO .
JOIN THE GREEN
MOUNTAIN CLUB
The GMC has available a handy
new 3" x 5• card which can be given
to any potential new member you
may meet on the trail or during se<?tion outings. It fits in your pocket or
guidebook.
One side lists good reasons for
joining the GMC. The other has
information about dues and space
for filling in name, address, etc.
Why not pick up a stack of these
•invitationstojoin"attheGMCheadquarters, and be preparedforrecruitment opportunities. We are all GMC
ambassadors, and the greater our
numbers, the stronger we stand.

VOLUNTEER CREW
IN' SOUTHERN
VERMONT
In keeping with the GMC's renewed emphasis on trail work, a volunteer trail crew will be operating in
southern Vermont this summer.
Helpers are needed for a Thursday-to-Monday schedule from July
23 through September 28, 1992. Call
the GMC office for details.

WEDNESDAY IS PARTY DAY
AT GMC HEADQUARTERS
Well, not exactly. But every
Wednesday is volunteer day, offering a chance to work and meet others with an interest in the outdoors.
Jobs range from stuffing envelopes
and entering computer data to painting and mowing the lawn.

Please plan ahead before you
show up - call Business Manager
and volunteer coordinator Lisa
Hughes at 244-7037. If she lmows
you plan to be there, she can be
prepared to use your particular skills
as efficiently as possible.

SECTION TO HOST 1993
GMC ANNUAL l\llEETING
TheMontpelierSectionhasbeen
asked to host the 1993 annual meeting of the Green Mountain Club. The
date is Saturday, June 5, 1993 at the
new club headquarters onRoute#100
in Waterbury Center.
We will be responsible for arrangements for the business meeting, board of directors' meeting,

meals, outings, and entertairunent.
Planning will begin after Labor
Day.Early volunteers for the arrangements committee areMaryBellinzier,
Roberta Downey, Doris Washburn,
and Reidun Nuquist. We need many
more hands, especially of the male
variety. If you want to help, please
call Reidun at 223-3550.

We encourage you to join, or renew your membership in, the Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club. Annual Section
dues for the year ending April 30, 1993 are:
Adults
$ 20.00
Family membership (includes children under 18)
30.00
Junior member under age 18
6.00

-------------------------------------------a
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL a (please check one)- Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, Inc., RR 1, Box
650, Rte. 100, Waterbury Center, vr 05677. Make checks payable to: The Green Mountain Club.

I wish to join the Montpelier Section of The Green Mountain Club, Inc. I will receive a membership card, the Section newsletter (TraD Talk), The Long Trail News, and a discount on GMC publications and on lodge fees at overnight shelters:

Names~)----------------------------------~

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Telephone: (h)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ (w)_ _ _ _ _ __

~

Amount Enclosed: _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __
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CARE PACKAGES NEEDED
l'OR CARETAKERS
Seasonal caretakers, who will be on duty through
August, are already in place at Sterling Pond Lodge and
Gorham Lodge, the two shelters on our sections of the
Long Trail. The Sterling Pond caretaker takes Tuesday
and Wednesday off; the one at Gorham is away on
Monday and Tuesday.
We encourage all members to visit and get acquainted with these young people who welcome hikers
to the shelters, instruct them on the use of the Long Trail,
and do maintenance on the lean-to's and trails for us.
Bringthemfreshfruitsand vegetables, homemade cookies ... anything you would appreciate after a few days
in the woods. You might also tell them how glad you are
that they are there.

Montpelier Section Officen
Pre1ldent:
Reidun Nuquist
29 Bailey Ave.
Montpelier, VT 06602
223-3650

Trea1urer/Mamberahlp Chairpenon:
Allen Jacobs

RR 1, Box 3624
Montpelier, VT 06602
229-4230

Vlce-Pre1ldent:
James Kellogg
RR 1Box1240
Garfield Ext. Rd.
North Wolcott, VT 06680

SecretarylLongTrail
News Reporter:
Priscilla Page
P.O. Box114
Montpelier, VT 06601
229-9596

Tralla and Shelters
Coordinator:
Eric Seidel
RD2Box 6240
Montpelier, VT 06602
223-1406

Publicity Coordinator:
Dave Morse
P.O. Box334
Montpelier, VT 06602
223-7126

GMC Board of Directors Representatives:
(Until 1995)

Andrew Nuquist ·
29 Bailey Avenue
Montpelier, VT 06602
223-3550

(Until 1994}
Peter Downey
10 Dunpatrick Circle
Montpelier, VT 06602
223-3376

(Until 1993)

Brenda Clarkson
RD 1Box1360
Moretown, VT 05660
496-7094

Editor: Reidun Nuquist
Typesetting: Mary Deaett
Typing (this issue): Barbara Agnew
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