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my life,” and that Ben Rose had been a 
valued adviser for years. Senator Leahy 
added that he hoped to obtain money 
from Congress to help buy additional 
land to protect the trail. He also said 
he was working on an appropriation to 
help the club improve the wood-fi red 
heating system at the Visitor Center, 
and to install renewable energy for sea-
sonal crew quarters at the Back Forty 
Lodge. 

Ben projected photos illustrating the 
2009 fi eld season, the Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy conference that GMC 
hosted at Castleton State College last 
summer, and other highlights. 

Answering a question about the 
Winooski Valley Long Trail Relocation, 
Ben said the club has identifi ed a new 
route supported by the Town of Bolton, 
and has an engineer’s cost estimate for 
a feasible bridge. “I would like to think 
that a year from now I will have some-
thing exciting to say,” he concluded.

Heinz Trebitz, chair of the Volunteer 
Committee, reported completion of the 
second edition of the Section Leader’s 
Handbook, and urged every section 
leader to get a copy (available on the 
web under GMC/Montpelier). Rep-
resentatives of every section but one 
reported highlights of section activities 
and statistics for the year, projecting 
digital slides to illustrate their reports.

Next, President Marge Fish recog-
nized retiring Secretary Dick Andrews, 
who has been nominated to be GMC’s 
next treasurer. She presented a plaque 
to retiring Treasurer Bill Lyons and 
thanked him for his six years of service, 
saying he was a “steady hand on the 
fi nancial tiller during a complex and 
challenging time, and we’ve come out 
of it a healthier organization.” Past 
Treasurer Walter Pomroy was also 
recognized. President’s Awards were 
presented to Phil Hazen, Steve Larose, 
and Dave Blumenthal. Dot Myer was 
awarded an honorary life membership 
(see pp. 8-9).

Following the Annual Meeting, 
GMC’s Board of Directors met briefl y. 
Treasurer Bill Lyons noted that GMC 
fi nished the year in good shape, slightly 
ahead of last year in both contributions 
and membership.

The board elected the following 
offi cers: Marge Fish, President, sec-
ond term; Jean Haigh, Vice President, 
second term; Dick Andrews, Treasurer, 
fi rst term; Dale Malekoff, Secretary, 
fi rst term.

Ben Rose (reporting for Val Stori) 
presented a list of hikes for members 
to fact-check for the new edition of the 
Day Hiker’s Guide to Vermont.

Marge Fish requested suggestions 
for new committee members. She 
reported that Shawn Keeley has been 
tasked with fi nding a better telecommu-
nications system, so more people can 

attend meetings electronically, enabling 
more people in southern Vermont to 
participate on committees. 

Following lunch, in the afternoon 
members enjoyed hikes, bike trips, and 
paddling in the Waterbury-Stowe area, 
including climbs of Stowe Pinnacle and 
Mount Hunger. Dinner was catered by 
Black Diamond Barbeque. The eve-
ning concluded with a fascinating slide 
presentation by Montpelier attorney 
and GMC member Dot Helling about 
her around-the-world run to promote 
clean drinking water. Sponsored by the 
Blue Planet Run Foundation, Dot and 
runners from many other nations ran 
continuously for ninety-fi ve days across 
sixteen countries to raise awareness of 
the problem. 
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LEFT: Arthur Goldsweig and Alex Kopista play 
guitar on back porch 
ABOVE RIGHT: Members display banner drawn by 
Vermont schoolchildren 
RIGHT: Volunteers and staff register participants 
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