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lier. She usually walks or snowshoes to 
her weekly volunteer job. Barbara has 
helped update the end-to-ender’s guide, 
assisted with phone-a-thons, sent out 
book orders, new member packets and 
bulk mailings; copied board packets, 
counted store inventory, restocked 
shelves, and filed trail adopter records, 
all behind-the-scenes tasks that keep 
GMC running. 

Barbara wanted to volunteer for 
GMC because she has always hiked. 
She grew up in the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire and was president 
of the outing club at Colby Junior 
College. After retiring from her job as 
President of Food Services Corporation 
in Syracuse, New York, and raising two 
children, Barbara found the time to vol-
unteer, and GMC has been the grateful 
beneficiary.

Hugh and Jeanne Joudry

Hugh and Jeanne Joudry have been 
the caretakers at the Stratton Mountain 
fire tower on and off for the past forty-
one years, living in a small cabin on 
the summit from May to October. They 
have been a memorable part of the trail 
experience for thousands of Long and 
Appalachian Trail hikers.

Hugh and Jeanne worked as fire 
lookouts at Stratton from the late 
1960s to the late 1970s. When the State 
discontinued that program in favor of 
airplanes, they moved to Manhattan 
and lived there for over a decade. Hugh 
taught and Jeanne worked as an art 
director for Dover Publications. They 
returned to Stratton Mountain as care-
takers for GMC in 1996, and have been 
there every year since.

Says Director of Field Programs 
Dave Hardy, “Hugh and Jeanne are 
the first Vermont caretakers north-
bound long-distance hikers meet on 
the trail and are responsible for setting 
a friendly, informational tone which is 
replicated by all our other GMC caretak-
ers. They are always ready to share a 
hot drink with cold, wet hikers and field 
assistants alike. Hugh and Jeanne help 
us keep up with trail and shelter condi-
tions and hiker morale during our busy 
field season.”

Dick Krompegal

Dick Krompegal joined the Connect-
icut Section of GMC in 1984 and started 
going on work parties to Vermont. His 

enthusiasm for the trail made him a 
candidate for Vice President of Trails 
and Shelters, and at the section’s an-
nual meeting in 1985 he was elected to 
this position, which he has now held 
for twenty-four years. Every year Dick 
leads four work parties to Vermont—
two to Kid Gore Shelter and two to Story 
Spring Shelter. Dick also leads three to 
four work parties to maintain the sec-
tion’s twelve miles of the Mattabesett 
Trail in Connecticut. 

Dick has gone out of his way to en-
able others to join the work parties in 
Vermont.  For example, Marge Hack-
barth was able to go on work parties 
well into her 80’s because of Dick’s 
help. He would pick Marge up at her 
home and carry her tent. 

Dick has also been editor of the 
Connecticut Section’s Trail Talk for the 
past five years and has done a wonder-
ful job, adding great photographs to the 
newsletter.  

The Green Mountain Club is very 
fortunate to have such a dedicated and 
hard-working volunteer. 

– Carol A. Langley
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