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The 99th Annual Meet-
ing of GMC, hosted by 
the Montpelier Section, 
was celebrated in grand 
style in the new Visitor 

Center on May 30, 2009, with about 150 
members attending. “Oohs and aahs” 
were heard many times as members 
explored the new building, the “apple 
orchard”, and relaxed in the late-day 
sun on Saturday, taking in the spectacu-
lar view from the porch. 

Weekend activities began Friday 
evening with a slide show by Lee Allen, 
retired forestry professor and past care-
taker of Stratton Pond Shelter. Using 
photos and logbooks, Allen showed how 
he, the Long Trail and Vermont had 
changed over the thirty-six year inter-
val between his two end-to-end hikes of 
the LT in 1972 and 2008. 

Saturday morning, President Rich-
ard Windish opened the Annual Meet-
ing of the members, acknowledging 
the volunteerism and “sweat equity” on 
many fronts that made the new build-
ing possible. Executive Director Ben 
Rose thanked the numerous individu-
als, contractors, and subcontractors 

that were involved in the building’s 
construction and the landscaping of the 
property.

On the financial front, Treasurer Bill 
Lyons reported that the club ended FY 
‘09 in the black. Careful management of 
operating costs and increased income, 
largely due to bequests received during 
the year, were significant factors.

Announcing the board election 
results, Windish thanked retiring board 
members Bill Brodnitzki, Anne Bur-
croff, Heintz Trebitz, and Mary Ann 
Carlson for their service. New board 
members Christine Hoar, General; Dick 
Ruben, Ottauquechee Section; Laurene 
Sorensen, Connecticut Section; Ted 
Vogt, General; Doug McKain, Bread 
Loaf Section; Cynthia Martin, Montpe-
lier Section and returning incumbent 
general directors Luke O’Brien and Val 
Stori were introduced and welcomed. 

Executive Director Ben Rose re-
viewed the major accomplishments of 
the past year. In addition to a beauti-
ful new facility and ending FY’ 09 in 
the black, the Thundering Falls trail 
relocation and handicapped-accessible 
boardwalk was completed. Montclair 

Glen Lodge was renovated and five 
new books or maps were published 
(Nature Guide to the Long Trail; So Clear, 
So Cool, So Grand; 2009 End-to-Ender’s 
Guide; The Walker’s Guide to Vermont; 
and a map of Northeast Kingdom hiking 
trails).

Ben delivered a lively “rumination” 
on “how we use our time and how 
that reflects our values”. He outlined a 
strategy, learned at a staff retreat some 
years ago, that assigns issues/activities 
to one of four boxes based on impor-
tance and urgency, creating the basis 
for a road map for the upcoming twelve 
to eighteen months. He concluded, 
pointing out that everyone present 
placed a high importance on the Long 
Trail, a “kinship of value between all 
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President Rich  Windish passes 
gavel to new  president,  
Marge Fish


