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Building the Visitor Center

As winter set in, the roof in-
sulation panels, roofing, and 
windows for the Green Moun-

tain Club’s new Visitor Center were 
installed. The site contractors finished 
the road and parking lot, continued 
grading and setting stone around the 
building, and set piers for the porches, 
entry pavilion, and stairs. The crew is 
now wrapping up the interior framing, 
plumbing, ductwork, and sprinkler 
system.

Some of the most exciting develop-
ments, however, have been those that 
involve long-time GMC friends, mem-
bers, and past directors who have joined 
the effort.

The Yestermorrow Design/Build 
School in Waitsfield assisted with 
the cabinets for the kitchen. 
Eyrich Stauffer, a long-
time friend of the club, 
built the cabinets 
with students 
enrolled 
in the 

cabinetry course he teaches at the 
school.

Former shelter adopter Kirk Herand-
er, owner of Vermont Solar Engineer-
ing, will install the initial photovoltaic 
system. It will consist of ten panels and 
should produce at least 2,000 kilowatt 
hours per year. The club is also seeking 
grants that will allow us to install an 
inverter that can handle up to ten times 
that amount of electricity.

Montpelier Section member Car-
roll Lawrence supplied us with eight 
cords of locally-harvested firewood for 
the wood gasification boiler. The boiler 
will supply heat and hot water for the 
both the Herrick Building and the Visi-
tor Center and will be online in early 

February.
Harris Roen, a recent 
GMC board member, 

has developed a 
forest manage-

ment plan 
for the 

head-

quarters campus that will include a 
light timber harvest. The thinning will 
not only create a more diverse forest, 
but should yield another seven to ten 
cords of wood for the boiler. Other 
GMC-owned properties enrolled in 
Vermont’s Current Use Program could 
provide additional firewood for club 
headquarters in the future.

In addition, Howard Mansfield will 
be haying the fields to the west of the 
Visitor Center to provide fodder for the 
cows on his nearby family farm. As 
construction nears completion, we are 
looking forward to seeing other connec-
tions develop between the new facility 
and the local community.

- Matt Larson

GMC Purchases  
Land in Johnson

In November, the Green Mountain 
Club acquired 14 acres of woodland 
on West Settlement Road in Johnson 

from William Bissell.  This parcel abuts 
five other tracts the club has acquired 
on Dry Ridge for a future relocation 
of the Long Trail north of Bear Hollow 
Shelter and south of Route 15.  If land 
or easements can be acquired from just 
two more private landowners, the Long 
Trail can be relocated off a major log 
haul road and onto a scenic ridge.  This 
key parcel will then serve as a trail-
head for hikers to access the ridge. This 
property was on the market; located in a 
residential neighborhood, it  could easily 
have been developed.  

This is the second time Bill Bissell 
has sold land to GMC, and we thank him 
for his support of the Long Trail.  Dona-
tions to the club’s Second Century Cam-
paign allowed us to move fast to clinch 
the deal on this critical parcel.

- Susan Shea 
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