
 ! 

Trail   Mix

Final Long Trail  
Protection Campaign 
Plaque 

GMC plans to erect a final granite tablet with 
a brass plaque honoring donors to the Long 
Trail Protection Campaign at club headquar-

ters. It is not too late to have your name, or that of a 
loved one, added to the plaque. Donors who do not 
appear on the previous three plaques (erected in 1992 
and 1997) and who have contributed a cumulative total 
of $1,000 to the Long Trail Protection Campaign are eli-
gible to be included.  For more information, please con-
tact Shawn Keeley, Director of Development, at (802) 
244-7037, ext. 33, or skeeley@greenmountainclub.org.  
Thanks to all who have contributed to this amazing 
effort that has protected over 80 miles of the Long Trail 
System and 24,500 acres since the mid 1980s!

Kenneth Kidd Dies

Kenneth Kidd, a much-loved 
member of the Montpelier 
Section, passed away May 22, 

2008, five days before his ninety-second 
birthday.  Kidd had been a member of 
the Green Mountain Club since 1937.  
He was an avid hiker, and completed 
the Long Trail end-to-end. During his 
last year, when he lived at Westview 
Meadows in Montpelier, he would stop 
each day by the window to gaze at 
Camel’s Hump.
Remembers friend and GMC volun-
teer Bill Osgood, “Of all the hikes I 
enjoyed with Ken over the years, the 
most memorable was the hike on his 
eightieth birthday up Mount Equinox 
in Manchester. With a large group of 
his friends along, we set a slow and 
easy place with many stops to admire 
the views and look at plants along the 
trail. It was also a time for reflection 
about the many other adventures we 
had enjoyed over the years with the 
Green Mountain Club and the informal 
“Mountain of the Month Club”.  We 

were greeted at the summit by another 
contingent that had driven up the auto 
road bearing baskets of lunch and a 
delicious cake baked by my grand-
daughter Elvira Dana.” 

James Wilkinson  
Passes Away 

Long-time GMC member and 
former club president James 
Wilkinson passed away in 

June. Wilkinson was born in Glenside, 
Pennsylvania in 1918 and grew up in 
Wenonah, New Jersey. He 
became a member of 
the Society of American 
Foresters in 1932 and 
graduated with a degree in 
forestry from Penn State 
University in 1939. Jim 
piloted thirty-eight B17 
missions in World War II, 
and then served in the Air 
Force Reserve, achieving 
the rank of Lieutenant Col-
onel.  In 1946, Wilkinson 

was hired as an assistant forester for 
the Vermont Department of Forests and 
Parks by Perry Merrill. He eventually  
became commissioner, before retiring 
in 1979. Jim served as GMC President 
from 1981 to 1983.  

Wilkinson’s professional contribu-
tions were many, including involve-
ment with the creation of the state’s 
pioneering Act 250 legislation, sustain-
able forestry and recreational practices, 
current use tax policy and wood-energy 
development.  He provided leader-
ship to the Vermont Natural Resources 
Council, the Society of American 
Foresters, and  UVM’s School of Natural 

Resources, and mentored 
dozens of foresters. Said 
GMC Executive Director 
Ben Rose, “Jim and other 
past GMC Presidents are 
a group of remarkable 
individuals, each of whom 
has invested much time 
and energy in service to 
Vermont’s mountains and 
hiking trails.  Sorry to lose 
him.”
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