
The Northeast Kingdom Section 
will be offering a number of hikes 
throughout the summer and fall and 
will hold its fall meeting on Saturday, 
October 22 in East Burke. For more 
information, visit our website www 
nekgmc.org or contact sectio~ presi~ 
dent Luke O'Brien at (802) 467-3694. 

- Luke O'Brien, President 

KILLINGTON 
Section Hikes with High 
School Students 

K
illin~on Section members Bill 
Robichaud and Steve Williams 
met recently with a group 

of hikers from Rutland High School. 
At the end of the academic year the 
school runs a Year-End Studies Pro
gram. One of the classes is "Vermont 
Historic Sites Exploratory Expedi
tions", which takes students on a 
series of day hikes to interesting loca
tions. The group had already climbed 
Black Mountain and Okemo. We 
joined them for a hike up Pico Peak. 
Future outings would take in Little 
Rock Pond, and Mounts Ascutney and 
Equinox. 

Bill and Steve told the students 
about the history of the Green Moun
tain Club and the founding of the Kil
lington Section. They also described 
our outings and trail and shelter 
maintenance work. 

Steve and Bill then joined leaders 
Conrad Tuerk, Bill Olsen Tum Geisler 
Dan Kowalski and forty-ftve teenagerd 
on their foggy journey to Sherburne 
Pass. After walking a quarter of a 
mile, one of the students was having 
difficulties; Bill was kind enough to 
return to the school with him. Steve 
continued with the group and reached 
the summit of Pico in an hour and a 
half via the ski trails. By this time the 
mist had cleared, and lower elevation 
landmarks became partially clear. 

After a lunch break, the party 
set off to the east, down to Pico 
Camp, where an assembly was held 
to ensure no hikers had been lost. 
After departing for Jungle Junction, 
Steve attempted to stay with the first 

group-a mistake. The pace of 6 foot, 
3 inch leader Conrad Tuerk and the 
group of fit fifteen to eighteen year 
olds was challenging for an only mod
erately fit sixty-seven year old. At the 
junction, Steve regained his sanity. 
He waited to join Bill Olsen, Tum, and 
Dan, who were enjoying conversation 
as they hiked, necessitating a moder
ate pace. 

As they continued, Steve talked 
with student Misha about his expe
riences last year working for the 
Vermont Youth Conversation Corps 
on the AT /LT from Jungle Junction 
to Route 4. En route Misha pointed 
out some of the water bars, embank
ments and steps he had helped build. 
Steve was impressed by what can be 
achieved by student power and the 
application of the principle of the 
lever. 

1Wo hours after leaving Pica's sum
mit, the group was at the Route 4 trail
head. This pace would have incited a 
rebellion on one of our regular section 
hikes, but was readily handled by the 
forty-four students. (Although when 
asked if they would like to return to 
Sherburne Pass via the AT / LT and 
Deer Leap, there were no takers). 

This hike was a great way to inter
face with some very fit and inter
ested young people. Some of us more 
mature types tend to regard today's 
teenagers as couch potatoes. The par
ticipants in this expedition were an 
excellent example to the contrary. We 
hope to continue with this connection 
next school year; other sections may 
be interested in making a similar con
nection in their communities. 

-Steve Williams 
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MONTPELIER 
You're Invited to 
the Fift.y!Fift.y ! 

T o ce~ebrate t~e Montpelier 
Sect10n's fiftieth birthday 
(and her own fiftieth birth

day), Nancy Schulz, a frequent sec
tion trip leader, has organized a fund
raiser that will run throughout 2005. 
Nancy will lead fifty outings that she 
hopes will attract five hundred par
ticipants. Her goal is to raise $5,000 
to support the section's adopted 
trails and shelters, particularly the 
new shelter at Sterling Pond that is 
being built this summer. The outings 
will be a mix of hikes road walks 
paddles, bike rides, a~d backcoun'try 
ski and snowshoe excursions. The 
level of difficulty will vary from easy 
to difficult, so there is something 
for everyone. Armchair travelers as 
well as participants are welcome to 
donate a set amount or to pledge a 
specified amount per participant. Tu 
find out more about upcoming trips, 
download a pledge form, or read past 
trip reports, you can visit the section 
web site: GMCMontpelier.org. Checks 
should be made out to the "GMC 
Montpelier Section" and mailed to 
PO Box 105, Montpelier, VT 05601-
0105. Please be sure to write "Nancy's 
50/50" on the memo line. Nancy and 
the Montpelier Section are grateful 
for the support from all members 
and friends of the GMC for this 
worthwhile project. 

- Nancy Schulz 

Kenneth Hertz



