
board. In March of 1995, the club's 
Board of Directors voted to pursue 
that route. 

GMC staff then began · discussions 
with landowners along the preferred 
route. In 1996, after complex negotia
tions, the club purchased 91 acres on 
both sides of Route 15 from Pat and 
Claude Lehouiller which included 
the footbridge site on the south side 
of the river. The following year GMC 

. acquired 35 acres from the Manches
ter Lumber Company on Hogback 
Road through a land exchange. This 
tract abuts the state-owned Prospect 
Rock and includes the bridge site on 
the northern riverbank. 

With the land acquired for the 
relocation, in 2000 the club began 
working on bridge designs and met 
with town of Johnson officials sev
eral times. In 2000 and 2001, GMC 
received funding to build the foot
bridge and relocate the trail from two 
appropriations from the Vermont leg
islature, initiated by Governor How
ard Dean. Assisted by the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation, the club 
also received permits for pedestrian 
bridge crossings of the Lamoille River 
from the Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources. GMC submitted an Act 250 
application in 2002. After three years 
and many hearings, the final permit 
with amendments was issued in June 
2005. During the Act 250 process, the 
town raised aesthetic concerns about 
the bridge site, questions about con
formance with the town plan, and 
issues about parking and the safety 
of the Hogback Road crossing. The 
club responded to these issues, which 
are addressed in the conditions of the 
final permit given by the Environ
mental Commission. 

GMC's trail crew began construction 
of the bridge, designed by De Wolfe 
Engineering, in 2004 with the help 
of volunteers from the Sterling, Lar
away, and Montpelier Sections. Says 
volunteer and bridge-building expert 
Fred Gilbert, "It's definitely a higher
tech bridge then the Clarendon Gorge 
bridge. Like the difference between 
an old car and a new one. I like the 
way the Lamoille bridge is tucked 
into the ledges. If you don't know it's 
there, you won't see it. I don't think 
that bridge will go anywhere ... " At 

annual meeting this past 
June, the completed bridge 
was dedicated to Robert 
and Sarah Alden Gannett, 
long-time supporters of 
the Long Trail Protection 
Campaign. Bob Gannett, a 
former state senator, was 
instrumental in starting the 
tradition of appropriations 
from the Vermont legisla
ture for the club to acquire 
land to protect the trail. As 
a member of the first Long 
Trail Protection Fundraising 
Committee, Aldie worked 
tirelessly to raise funds for 
the program. 

Lamoille Valley Long Trail Relocati 
Johnson, Vermont 

The old trail route on the 
road will serve as the high
water route. There is a back 
channel along the southern 
riverbank on the approach 
to the footbridge which fills 
when the Lamoille floods. 
It is dry most of the hik
ing season, except after 
heavy storms. The club did 
obtain a permit to build a 
back channel bridge, but 
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is waiting a few years to 
assess the need for a second 
bridge. Signs have been posted along 
the trail instructing hikers to use the 
high water route during floods, and 
not to attempt to ford the secondary 
channel. ' 

The club hopes to relocate the trail 
south of the Lamoille Valley off a 
logging road and town road into the 
woods and across the ledges of Dry 
Ridge. GMC has acquired five parcels 
of land on Dry Ridge for this new 
route, but still needs one additional 
parcel or easement before the trail 
can be relocated. 

GMC's Director of Field Programs, 
Dave Hardy, describes the new route 
as "offering a tranquil passage through 
an increasingly developed highway 
corridor. I believe we'll all look back 
and be thankful that GMC, the State of 
Vermont, and the citizens of Johnson 
on both sides of the process expended 
the effort to preserve the green space 
around the Long Trail for all to enjoy." 

-Susan Shea, Ben Rose, 
Dave Hardy, Greg Western 

BELOW: Mike McCole and Fred Jordan check 
lumber with level. Other members of the 
crackerjack construction crew for the Lamoille 
bn"dge included: Project Supervisor Greg West
ern, Matt Weiss, Thomas Weiss, Bruce Bushey, 
Walter Pomroy, Tony Smith, Ken Minck, John 
Zaber and Sterling College, John Bailey, 
Charlie Philbn"ck, and Jeff Newell. Many 
others helped too. 
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