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SHELTER PORTRAIT 

MONTCLAIR.• GLE N • L O DGE 
Earlier Shelters: 

The Montclair Glen Lodge that we 
, know today sits one-quarter mile 

south of where the original shelter 
stood, at the junction of the Forest 
City Trail and the LT, where the LT 
begins its steep slug up the southern 
escarpment of Camel's Hump. 

The first Montclair Glen Lodge, ca.1925, with Will Monroe seated at right. 

Professor Roy 
Buchanan. He and 
the patrol were 
assisted by volun
teers from the 
section that Monroe 
had founded in 
1916, among them 
Gene and Hannah 
More, John 
Williams, Charles T. 
Pomeroy, G. Ernest 
Anderson, Jr., Bob 
Johnson, and John 
Thompson. 

Built in 1917 by Professor Monroe, 
the first building at Montclair Glen 
was "an open camp with four double
deck pole bunks that can sleep twelve, 
stove, simple cooking utensils, excel
lent permanent water, fine view of 
[the] Adirondacks." Outside was a seat 
from which one could admire a grove 
of young birches, several tent plat
forms, and a small flower garden by 
the shelter wall. 

Name: 
Montclair Glen was named by Pro

fessor Will S. Monroe (1863-1939), he 
of the Monroe Skyline. He camped in 
'the glen' while rerouting and building 
the Long Trail south, from Camel's 
Hump to Middlebury Gap. The earlier 
route lay too low for Monroe's liking, 
so he moved the trail up on the ridge
line to take advantage of the views. 

Montclair was Monroe's hometown 
in New Jersey, where he taught psy
chology at the State Normal School 
when he was not traveling the world. 

Location: 
South of Camel's Hump, between 

Cowles Cove Shelter to the south (5.1 
mi./8.2 km) and Bamforth Ridge 
Shelter to the north (5.6 mi./9.0 km), 
in the town of Duxbury, Washington 
County. Division 9 in the Long Trail 
Guide. 

Elevation: 
2,670 ft./814 m 

Description: 
According to the Long Trail Guide 

(2003), Montclair Glen Lodge is "a log 
cabin with bunks for ten, built by the 
Long Trail Patrol for the New York 
Section in 1948." 

Construction of the lodge began in 
June that year under the leadership of 

Anderson, the son 
of a founding member of the New 
York Section, first set foot on the Long 
Trail as a teenager when he joined his 
first trail crew of six. As a warm-up 
for the 1948 shelter construction, he 
and Bob Johnson, both members of 
the Amherst College outing club, 
hiked down the Long Trail from Route 
15 in Johnson to Montclair Glen. 
Anderson later became a professor of 
education at the University of Massa
chusetts. 

The New York Section paid for any 
building materials that needed pur
chasing. Fortunately, the logs could be 
harvested on site, and the old shelter 
that the lodge replaced provided 
boards for the roof, floor, and bunks. 
A stove was installed. Anderson later 
remembered how he "came to realize 
that those nice wood stoves didn't get 
there by themselves-125 pounds was 
the weight of the main body which 
couldn't be disassembled further for 
transporting." 

The lodge was built as an enclosed 
structure, and hikers were urged to 
keep the door shut and the porcu
pines out. The finishing touch was the 
creosoting of the building: As The 
Long nail News pointed out, porkies 
"don't like the flavor. Do you?" Hikers 
were reportedly pleased with the new 
overnight faciJity. 

From World War I and into the 
1920s, the shelter served as base camp 
for Monroe and his trail worker 
friends. Originally, it had no windows 
and occupants had to leave the supper 
table and go outside to admire the 
sunset. Grace Carpenter commented 
one evening that a window on the 
west side might be a nice addition. 
After supper, according to Carpenter, 
Monroe and another man "melted 
away. An hour or more later they 
returned, lugging with them a win
dow. After the fatigue of a full day of 
trail work, he had 
gone down the 
mountain, negotiated 
the ownership of the 
window with a 
farmer, and brought 
it back up again so 
that it might be 
installed during our 
own stay in 
Vermont." 

Monroe's shelter 
gradually became a 
haven for porcupines 
that "literally ate the 
place down," wrote 
Ernest Anderson. He 

Long Trail News "'i Fall 2004 8 


