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A well attended annual meeting was held 
on March 30 at Christ Church in Montpelier. 
Section Treasurer Peter Downey chaired the 
business portion of the meeting after members 
enjoyed a pot luck supper of tasty gourmet 
dishes and desserts. 

Section members approved the by-laws as 
proposed and printed in the January issue of 
the Montpelier Section newsletter. A budget 
was approved which included a modest in
crease in dues and expressed strong support 
for the Long Trail Protection Fund and the 
caretaker program. 

The officers elected for the upcoming year 
are Reidun Nuquist, President; Jim Kellog, 
Vice-president; Peter Downey, Treasurer; 
Barbara Slayton, Secretary; Brenda 
Clarkson, Director to 1993; Andy Nuquist, 
Director to 1992 and Dave Shepard, Trails 
and Shelter Coordinator. 

Reidun Nuquist reported that some of the 
activities other than the more difficult trail 
hikes have been drawing a lot of interest. She 
hopes that anyone having suggestions for 
other activities will attend the planning 
meeting on May 7. 

Dave Shepard outlined a few problems on 

the Section's trail, Elephant's Head Trail, and 
around Sterling Pond that should be studied 
with a possible short relocation. 

Following the business meeting, Doris 
Washburn showed excellent slides of her trip 
to Alaska last summer. Doris drove up on the 
Alaska Highway and came back partly by 
ferry. She then drove through Banff, 
Yellowstone and the Tetons. Anyone con
sidering such a trip could get a lot of advice 
from her. 

by Dave Morse 

OTTAUQUECHEE SECTION 

Not unlike the rest ofVermont, the "0" Sec
tion winter outings program experienced 
widely varied snow conditions, ranging from 
nothing to ice to superb powder surfaces. A 
few highlights of the season included: 

• An overnight at the Craftsbury Ski Tour
ing Center where their excellent trail break
ing equipment made granular conditions out 
of ice. Our visit was at a time when many 
other areas were suffering from the aftermath 
of the January thaw. Extra special dividends 
here were the three square meals which 
featured outstanding home baked breads and 
soups and the camaraderie of other groups like 
college students and elderhostels. 

• Blueberry Hill in Goshen in nearly ideal 
powder conditions. Like Craftsbury, its 60 
kilometers offer an outstanding variety ofter
rain which is well protected as part of the 
Green Mountain National Forest. The lunch
time soup and bread that come with the day's 
ticket is another special dividend here. 

• Mount Tom in Woodstock. This is a 
separate facility of the Woodstock Ski Tour
ing Center and offers quieter ski than is 
available at the Center on a crowded weekend. 

• Moose Mountain in Etna, NH. A net
work of trails joining and crisscrossing the Ap
palachian Trail is found here, untouched by 
snowmobiles and otherwise left in their most 
beautiful natural state. 

All of the above are well worth GMC Sec
tions looking into for cross-country skiing and 
other, year 'round outdoor activities. 

For variety this winter, Barbara Rhoad had 
two snowshoe expeditions on the agenda. Paul 
Magoon advertised a ski tour in the vicinity 
of the North Springfield Dam. He advised ice 
skates in case there was no skiing. As it was, 
neither panned out, and the group ended up 
walking for miles on back roads. And so went 
the winter of 1990. 

by Ed Janeway, Jr. 
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Trails and Shelters Coordinator Dave 
Shepard reports that spring walk-throughs 
were conducted on all the trails for which the 
section is responsible. These include the Long 
Trail from Smugglers' Notch to Chilcoat Pass, 
the Elephant's Head Trail, and the Bamforth 
Ridge Trail on Camel's Hump. Brenda 
Clarkson led a group of 12 volunteers on a 
work hike to the latter: work involved clearing 
blow-downs, trimming brush, and cleaning 
out waterbars. 

The second work session on May 12 saw 
15 workers treated to a hearty breakfast of 
coffee, eggs, pancakes, and toast at the 
picnic area in Smugglers' Notch before they 
set out to work on the trails. Cooks included 
breakfast organizers Harlan and Esther 
Farnsworth, Andy Nuquist, and Doris 
Washburn. 

ection canoeists have had a busy spring. 
Dave Morse's April 29 trip on the Missisquoi 
River saw 28 paddlers put-in two miles west 
of Swanton. Dave writes, "As we reached the 
Missisquoi Bay, we could see white caps and 
decided t.hat, with th ize of our group of 
three kayaks and ten canoes, it was not 
sensible to go out around the open lake to the 
Dead Creek as planned. We circled Shad 
Island and ate lunch in our canoes where we 
could watch the great blue heron colony." 

Five people in three canoes joined leader 
Andy Nuquist for a June 3 u·ip on the 
Poultney River between Carver Falls and 
Whitehall , N. Y. T his was new territory for 
the leader who found the "muddy water and 
high banks" somewhat less attractive than he 
had hoped. 

After a picnic supp r , beaver sighting and 
sunset watching were the main events of th 
even in g for 12 canoeists at Wrightsvi lle 
Reservoir. Most section outings are scheduled 
for weekends but this mid-week venture in 
mid-June at a location close to Montpelier 
proved to be popular. 

ection President Reidun Nuquist has been 
getting good response from a survey mailed 
recently to the section's 233 members. The 
qu tionnaire is designed to encourage more 
member participation in ection activities and 
is avaiJable from Reidun at 29 Bailey Avenue, 
Montpelier, 05602. Look for a report of the 
results in a future issue of The Long Trail News. 

by Priscilla Page 

BENNING TON SECTION 

The Bennington Section has been active 
and is growing. We t0ok advantage of our 
proximity to the Batterrkill River with tubing 
in June wilh the BcrkshireKnapsackers, and 
in early April P.J. Beaumont and his crew 
found the high, fast waters exciting for a canoe 
trip from Arlington to the Eagleville covered 
bridl!e in New York. Thcv encountered 
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Section members spent a busy summer and 
early fall traveling to places as diverse and as 
distant as Norway, Austria, and Glacier Na
tional Park, and, as near and familiar as the 
Adirondacks, the White Mountains, sections 
of the Long Trail and lntersectional. As usual 
weather affected the outcome of our planned 
local activities and as usual we cancelled a few 
due to rain. Hikers reported that the summit 
of Moosilauke was very cold on September 
16 and that it was very hot climbing Noon
mark on August 18. However, a participant 
on the Lamoille River canoe trip from 
Johnson to Jeffersonville reported that it was 
"perfect" - clear water, good swimming and 
fair skies. 

Twenty-two hikers and one dog joiz:ed 
leader Jim Kellogg for a fine September outmg 
from Damon's Crossing to Bog Pond in the 
Victory Basin area northeast of North Con
cord. It was an introduction for most of us 
to the geography and history of an unfamiliar 
area. 

Parts of the trail were described as "flooded 
wetlands" and it lived up to our expectations. 
After a half-mile of very wet walking even 
those of us adept at the "bog-paddle" or the 
"bog-trot'', succumbed to wet boots. We 
abandoned our fancy footwork and sloshed 
gamely through the water and mud. 

An abandoned railroad bed provided 
welcome dry terrain and a place to stop for 
lunch. Jim, a native of the area, spoke about 
the logging history and recommended Gordon 
E. Hopper's Victory Branch Railroad of Vermont; 
a spirited lumbering line that helped the Northeast 
(Heimburger House, River Fore3t, IL, 1989). 

According to Hopper, logging in the area 
began as early as 1830 but the beginning of 
the development of the lumber industry oc
curred with the construction of the railroad 
between 1881and1885. The Victory Branch, 
an 11-mile extension of the St.Johnsbury and 
Lake Champlain Railroad, ran between 
North Concord and Granby, and served 

basically as a logging railroad with "pa senger 
service as a minor function." After the lumber
ing boom at the turn of the century and the 
gradual closing of the sawmills, the railroad 
fell into disuse and was discontinued north of 
Damon's Crossing by 1906. 

We explored the ruins of lhe Bog Pond 
sawmill built in 1882 and which operated un
ti.I 1900. Even on a sunny fall day the spot 
seemed isolated and forlorn; with so little 
vidence remaining, it was difficult to imagine 

the bustle of activity a century ago when the 
nearby ettlement "included 20 dwellings, a 
tore, and a chool." We retraced our steps(?), 

emerged triumphant at the parking lot, and 
posed for a group picture to immortalize our 
expedition. 

The season culminated at a Section plan
ning meeting and pot-luck cook-out at 
Barbara Slayton's. The late autumn and 
early winter schedule includes the usual out
door activities as wel.I as an vening meeting 
to see the slides and prints camera carrying 
members took during the summer. 

by Priscilla Page 

WORCESTER SECTION 

There were some well attended activities 
this past summer and early fall: 

• the beneficial camp cleanup and improve
ments, 

• Tuesday evenings at camp were well 
attended with over twenty members each 
evening, 

• Bob and Anne Humes' hike at the Walkup 
Reservation attracted ten people, 

• Mt. Watatic was climbed by a party of 
seven, ably led by Stan Whitman. 

Warm weather in July and August saw the 
camp really being used on a daily basis. Every 
Saturday and Sunday brought ten to fifteen 
people out to use the Camp. 

Club members lament the passing of Junie 
Wentzell, who died in early summer. Junie 




