
MONTPELIER SECTION 

Membership in our section for the past 
year increased by one for a total of 45 adults 
and six juniors. Our best turnout for sec
tion events was a fund-raising auction with 
25 present. Other well-attended outings 
were: overnight canoe camping trips, corn 
roast after hiking, slide shows of summer 
trips, and cross:country skiing followed by 
homemade chili. Average attendance re
mains around 11. 

FRED OSBORNE, Reporter 



bination camp-out, green-up and reunion 
with Ben Rolston, the Park Ranger and 
former GMC president. 

Much work was accomplished - cutting 
up and stacking logs from aspen trees which 
the beavers had felled , raking zillions of 
leaves from the park sites, and installing the 
heavy steps at the canoe landing on the 
Connecticut River. 

But it wasn't all work. The group first 
had a hike up the Pinnacle, and then a 
personally-conducted tour on Ben's new Na
ture Trail, where many of the 38 species of 
trees and shrubs in the park have been 
identified with markers. 

And what was the reunion, you may ask? 
A reunion of workers who had helped Ben 
relocate the Long Trail between Griffith Lake 
U.S. Forest Service Road 10 in 1964, and 
those who had assisted in moving Sandy 
Stare's shelter to its Lost Pond Shelter loca
tion in 1965. 

On Saturday evening, Ben showed some 
slides of the trail and shelter projects, and 
Mauri Wintturi treated us to a selection of 
his fine slides. Coffee was served by the Park 
Attendant - Dorothy, of course - who also 
served as "water boy" during the Lost Pond 
Shelter construction in 1965. 

RACHAEL CHARLAND, Activities 
Chairman 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

The Montpelier Section began the spring 
season with a sunny, late-March hike over 
the packed snow of the Forestry and Dean 
Trails to Montclair Glen. There were fine 
views across the frozen beaver ponds to a 
perfectly clear and almost snowless Camel's 
Hump. 

As spring advanced, the Section enjoyed a 
mid-May wildflower hike in the Duck Brook
Jonesville area. This day of botanical identi
fication and spring fever is fast becoming a 
Montpelier Section tradition. 

In spring we always focus on our duties 
maintaining the Long Trail north from 
Smuggler's Notch to Chilcoot Pass. The hazy 
June morning began with a breakfast at the 
Smuggler's Notch picnic area. This repast 
was cooked by Sally Sairs and Bob Hamilton. 
Featured among the delectables were Sally's 
famous nut, whole-wheat coffee cakes. 

Nine people turned out to eat and help 
with trail work. It soon became apparent 
that we were too few and had too little 
time to work on all the problem areas of 
this heavily-used section of the Long Trail 
as well as work on Sterling Shelter, the Ster
ling Pond loop and the Elephant's Head 
Trail. Additional work days and the help of 
more Montpelier Section members will be 
needed to get some sections of the trails back 
into shape. 

Julie Hand, our caretaker at Sterling, has 
been at work with her mattock and other 
tools on some of the steep, well-worn trail 
just above Smuggler's Notch. 

Besides our trail work we plan a summer 

August, 1979 

of hiking and canoeing in four states. August 
hikes will take in the Gothics and Lake George 
areas of the Adirondacks. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Hiking & History At The Rockefellers 

One of the most popular areas for the 
New York Section for a day hike is the 
Pocantico Hills estate of the Rockefeller 
family. The Rockefellers have generously 
opened their trails and bridle paths to hikers 
and horsemen and Larry and Otrud Schaefer 
wisely chose Sunday, May 6 to lead their 
"hike for all ages" through this part of New 
York's historic Sleepy Hollow country. I say 
"wisely" because we had the best weather of 
the Spring season. There were 13 of us, in
cluding members, guests, and the Schaefers' 
young son, Eric, ·who soon took the lead. 
Few hikes could cover more varied terrain or 
include more points of interest . We walked 
under blooming dogwood, through meadows 
of Spring grass, explored the ruins of an old 
mansion, had a glimpse of deer on the run , 
lunched high above the Pocantico River, 
and topped it all off with a final rest stop 
overlooking the Hudson. There, a sailboat 
race was underway in the shadow the Tappan 
Zee Bridge with multi-colored spinnakers bil
lowing in the breeze. We had good sport 
and we learned a lot from our leader, 
Larry - not only about the historic land
marks dating back to Revolutionary days, 
but about stone bridges that had been built 
in the Depression when the Rockefellers 
wanted to generate jobs for the unemployed 
of the area . After we circled back to our 
cars and said our goodbyes, some capped 
the day with a visit to Union Church. Union 
Church of Pocantico Hills in Tarrytown 
boasts eight windows done by the artist, 
Marc Chagall, one of which, "Crucifixion", 
is dedicated in memory of Michael Clark 
Rockefeller, son of Nelson, who was lost on 
a study mission in New Guinea. The church's 
rose window design is the last completed 
work of Henri Matisse. All in all, a lovely 
esthetic way to end an athletic Spring day. 

MARY BAYONE, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 
Gas "Crunch" Affects Section Hiking; 

Bad Fire In Pine Cobble Area 

With the ever-increasing price of gasoline, 
Vermont appears to be further and further 
away from us. Fortunately for PVS mem
bers, Massachusett's hills are laced with 
many fine hiking trails, each offering some
thing unique for whatever the backpacker 
may seek. Two of our most recent hikes have 
been on sections of the Metacomet-Monad
nock Trail, a 118-mile walkway through the 
central part of the state. It was Al Shane 
and Marion Gorham leacLing the way on 
April 7 with Michele and Jim PieU"as doing 

• the honors on April 29. No, it may not be 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

Canoeing has become a major focus of the 
Montpelier Section's summer activities. While 
not as numerous as hikes, canoe trips are 
among our section's most popular outings. 
Trips this year ran from April through Oc
tober. 

The first of July found us waking to the 
cries of loons on an island in Green River 
Reservoir north of Morrisville. Arriving 
early we secured the same tiny, birch covered 
islet as the previous year . The weekend was 
an enjoyable one of swimming and short 
canoe jaunts. 

Later that month Montpelier GMCers 
canoed another section of Maine's Saco 
River. With almost all flat water but enough 
curves and isolation to make an interesting 
trip , the Saco is a fine river on which to 
learn canoeing. Its numerous sand bars, its 
shores lined with huge silver maple and its 
warm waters have made for delightful trips 
three years in a row. 

In August, two of our members, Andy 
Nuquist and Sally Sairs, were on the wilder
ness lakes of western Labrador. Joined by 
Andy's brother-in-law from Norway, they 
had a truly international journey. Attention 
to map and compass were essential because 
wrong turns in the myriad of lakes that 
wind through the coniferous wilds of Labra
dor can well mean that the canoeist will not 
return. Our navigators had little difficulty 
and returned home having had fine weather 
and fair fishing. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 


