
MONTPELIER SECTION 

The Montpelier Section was found to be 
alive and well at its annual meeting on April 
1 at Bethany Church. In fact, the turnout 
was most satisfactory considering the pre
carious (we almost said foolish) choice of 
date, about 30 adults and children in all. 

The location and dinner was a departure 
from previous years' covered-dish supper at 
the Old Brick Church in East Montpelier. 
This time it was pot luck in the purest sense, 
and the meal was amazingly varied and well
balanced. And cheap. 

Following dinner we conducted our annual 
business meeting. We elected new officers 
and talked briefly about our Sectional state 
of affairs. The membership count holds 
steady at about 40. We have enjoyed a 
healthy fiscal balance since we raised dues 
last year to $5.00 for adults. For our size 
we continue to offer an impressive variety 
of activities throughout the year, sometimes 
as often as once a week. We have seen several 
new faces lately and hope that some of them 
will stay with us. Like most Sections we 
find it difficult to attract younger members. 

In addition to the routine maintenance 
of our part of the Long Trail and Sterling 
Pond Lodge, we cleared and blazed trails 
on both sides of Mount Hunger with expert 
advice from District Forester Conrad Motyka. 
We also built a waterbar for a private property 
owner on the East Montpelier side of the 
mountain. 

REIDUN NUQUIST, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

After several whitewater canoe trips early 
this spring, May 1 was a change-of-pace day 
for 18 members and friends of the Mont
pelier Section. Shunning the higher, snow
covered and probably muddy trails, we hiked 
that section of the Appalachian Trail between 
Pomfret and 1-:lartford, Vt. It was an easy' 
ten-mile walk through rolling country scented 
with budding wild apple trees. The weather 
cooperated and spring flowers were on full 
display to the enjoyment of all, especially 
the camera buffs. Some of those identifying 
various species were Dot Babcock, Sally Sairs, 
Reidun Nuquist and Trip Leader Dave 
Morse. One new member, Gary Shangraw, 
was particularly helpful in spotting and de
scribing various insects, all of which were 
very friendly and not the least bit hungry. 
Wildlife seen were some mice "underfoot" 
in a hollow log, snakes bathing in the sun, 
a hawk's nest and a pair of chickadees 
working diligently on a nest of their own. 
Various types of lichens and mosses were 
beautiful but some of us preferred the leeks 
we found, which were edible. 

FRED OSBORNE, Reporter 


