
Woodward  Hill Trail
Distance: 3.7 mi. (6.0 km)
Elevation Change: 1,270 ft. ascent
Hiking Time: 21/2 hr. either direction

The trail follows a series of gravel roads, making it appro priate for early
season walks when other trails may be wet and subject to erosion. A loop
hike is possible  by walking
1.8 miles along the Little River Road. One end of the trail is accessible from
outside the park gate, while  the other end is near the park contact station.
The trail is described from the junction of Woodard Hill Road and Little
River Road  to the contact station.
To THE TRAIL: There are  two access points  for this  trail. One is via a class 4
town road, Woodard Hill Road, which departs Little River Road a very short
distance beyond the Little River State Park entrance sign. Woodard Hill
Road is about 1.2 mi. below the state gate at Waterbury Dam (follow the
directions to the Southern Access to tl1e Little River area). Parking is
available either in a lot on the left near the bottom of Woodard Hill Road  or
near the main park gate at the contact station; both areas are accessible
when the park is closed .
DESCRIPTION: The trail, which begins  by following Woodard Hill Road, starts at
a road junction where the woods road diverges westerly from Little River
Road (0.0 mi.), just beyond the state park sign on the right and the last
house
on the left. The trail ascends fairly steeply from an initial elevation of
500 ft. It passes another woods road branch  ing left (0.6 mi.) and
two deer camps (0.7 mi. and 0.8 mi.), which are on private holdings
on the left side of the road. A state gate is reached ( 1.0 mi.), which is
locked in the summer. (Cars with four-wheel drive and high clear ance
can be driven to this gate in summer and parked in a log-loading area
on the left.)

Beyond the gate, the trail continues to ascend and reaches a saddle
on the east shoulder of Woodward Mtn. (1.8 mi., 1,770 ft.). The trail
then descends to a four-way junction (2.4 mi.), where a snowmobile
trail goes straight ahead and an improved  logging road goes left and
right.

The trail  bears  right  at  the  intersection,  coinciding with  the  logging
road, and descends to reach another gate (3.5 mi.). Bearing slightly right
onto the Little River State Park access road, the trail follows the road to the
park contact station (3.7 mi.), from which point it is an additional 1.8 mi.
down the Little River access road to reach the junction with Woodard Hill
Road.


