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LONG TRAIL 

Northbound, as in text, read up 
Southbound, read down 

NORTH 

Bennington-Brattleboro Highway, Vt. 9 .. ......... 1360 0.0 

12.5 Hannon Hill ..................... ............................... 2325 1.7 

10.8 Primitive Tenting Area, 150 ft . west .. .............. 2250 3.4 

10.5 Dunville Hollow Trail , crossing .. .. . 2220 3.7 

10.0 Congdon Camp ......................... . ... 2080 4 .2 

8.4 Sucker Pond Outlet Brook .. 2180 5.8 

7.8 Sucker Pond Trail, 0.1 m. west to pond. . .. 2300 6.4 

6.9 Consultation Peak ....................................... . ........ 2820 7 .3 

5.7 Roaring Branch at beaver dam ....... .. 2470 8.5 

4.9 North Power Line, crossing . . ........ 2890 9.3 

3.1 County Road, crossing. . ......... 2290 11.1 

2.8 Seth Warner Trail. 0.2 m. west lo .......................... 2200 11.4 
Seth Warner Shelter . Elev. 2140 

2.6 Broad Brook Trail. 4.0 m. SW to road 

0.0 Massachusetts-Vermont State Line ... 

Dist. 

South end of Long Tra il 

SOUTH 

BLACKJNTON APPROACH 
Appalachian Trail 

4.0 Massachusetts-Vermont State Line 
South end of Long Tra ii 

3.2 Eph's Lookout on East Mountain 

2.6 Trail Junction, Pine Cobble Trail .. 

.......... 2130 11.6 

. ........ .. 2330 14.2 

El. Dist. 

............. 2330 0.0 

............. 2254 0.8 

. 2010 1.4 

1.6 Pete's Spring, tenting area 0.1 m. via spur ................ 1300 2.4 

0.3 Sherman Brook, reservoir .. 

0.0 Blackinton, Mass., Mass. Ave. at AT footbridge. 

Dist. WILLIAMSTOWN STATION APPROACH 
Pine Cobble and Appalachian Tra ils 

750 3.7 

660 4 .0 

El. Dist. 

3.6 Massachusetts-Vermont State Line .. . .............. 2330 0 .0 
South end of Long Tra ii 

2.8 Eph's Lookout on East Mountain . . ............ 2254 0 .8 

2 .2 Trail Junction, AT and Pine Cobble Trail ................. 2010 1 .4 

1.6 Trail to Pine Cobble, 0.1 m. south. Elev. 1894 .......... 1850 2.0 

0.0 Williamstown Station, Mass., No. Hoosac Rd 630 3.6 



Massachusetts: 
0.0 Miles 

Canada: 
264.5 Miles 

Division I 

MASSACHUSETfS-VERMONT STATE LINE 
TO 

BENNINGTON-BRATTLEBORO HWY., VT. 9 

MAINTENANCE: In this division the Pioneer Valley 
Section of the Green Mountain Club maintains the Long 
Trail from the State Llne to Harmon Hill, and the Ben
nington Section (GMC) maintains the Trail from that point 
to Vt. 9. 

CAMPING AND FIRE REGULATIONS: Although the 
Long Trail in this division lies within the Proclamation 
Boundary of the Green Mountain National Forest, it 
traverses privately-owned inholdings. In accordance with 
Vermont law and GMC landowner agreements, camp
ing and fires are permitted only at the shelters and 
tenting areas described below. 

The southern terminus of the Long Trail is in the woods 
at the Massachusetts-Vermont State Llne northwest of North 
Adams, Mass. Two approaches to the Long Trail in 
Massachusetts are described below and included in the Divi
sion Summary. 

• The Blackinton Approach, which is maintained by 
the Berkshire Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club, 
utilizes the Appalachian Trail (white blazes) . It begins 
OD: Massachusetts Av~. at the Appalachian Trail foot
bndge across the Hoos1c River and the Boston and Maine 
R.R. tracks in Blackinton, Mass. This point is 2 .4 m. west 
of the center of North Adams and 2.4 m. east of 
Williamstown Station. 

There is no parking space at the trailhead. For over
night parking in this vicinity, hikers may inquire at Dick 
Scarafoni's Ford dealership (on Mass. 2, 0.8 m. east of 
the AT). Hikers are reminded that they park at their own 
risk. 

From Massachusetts Ave. at the AT footbridge (0.0 
m.), the Appalachian Trail follows Mass. Ave. east. Just 
before reaching a stone bridge, the trail turns left (0 .1 
m.) , and crosses two footbridges before reaching a small 
reservoir on Sherman Brook (0.3 m.). After following 
Sherman Brook upstream, the Appalachian Trail makes 
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a shoi:t. steep asc;ent away from the brook (1.3 m.) . De
scendmg, the trail reaches Pete's Spring on the right and 
a blue-blazed .sp~ trail o~ the left (1.6 m.). The spur leads 
0.1 m. to a p~11:111tive tenting area and continues another 
0.1 m. to reiom the Appalachian Trail. 

The AT con~inues on and shortly reaches Sherman 
Brook at old bndge abutments (1.7 m .). From this point 
the trail bears northwest and reaches the north end of 
the campsite spur. Ascending, the trail reaches an old 
woods ro~d (;1.9 m .). which it follows for some distance 
b~for~ swmg~ng to the west (2.3 m.) and making a steep , 
c1rcmtous climb around an old rock slide from which 
th~re are go~d views to the south and east (2 .4 m.). The 
trail then skirts a marshy pond (2.5 m.) and rises to a 
rocky knoll where the Pine Cobble Trail (Williamstown 
Station Approach) comes in on the left (2 6 m.) 

This junction is located near the southe;n end. of an 
extensive area on ~ast Mountain that is recovering from 
~s that burned tlus area years ago. Here there is a limited 
view of the Berkshire Hills to the south, including the 
Hoosac range (left). the Taconics (right). and, between 
them,. Mt. Grey~ock ~nd its satellites. Turning right at 
the Pme Cobble )Unction, the Appalachian Trail ascends 
to the north along the ridge , and soon reaches Eph's 
Look~u~ (3.2 m.), named after Ephraim Williams, founder 
of W1lhams College. Just beyond, the trail enters the 
woods and finally comes to the Massachusetts-Vermont 
State Line at the southern terminus of the Long Trail (4.0 
m.). 

• . The Williamst.own Station Approach is made by the 
Pme. Cobble ~rad (blue blazed and maintained by the 
W1l.hams qutmg Club) and by part of the Appalachian 
Trail descnbed above . The Pine Cobble Trail begins just 
north of the former Boston and Maine R.R. Station , 100 
ft. east of the intersection of North Hoosac Road and Cole 
~ve . in the neighborhood known as Williamstown Sta
tion and 1 m. northeast of Williamstown and Williams 
College. Via North Hoosac Rd. it is 2.4 m . east to the AT 
in Blackinton and 1.2 m. west to US 7. Cars may be parked 
on the property of the Taconic Lumber Co ., located at 
the southwest corner of North Hoosac Rd. and Cole Ave. 
(D':°'-YTIME PARKING ONLY, owner's permission re
qmred for longer periods) . 

From the intersection of North Hoosac Rd. and Cole 
Ave. (0.0 m.), the Pine Cobble Trail follows a private road 
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a short distance to a clearing, then bears left into the 
woods (0.2 m.). After passing a side trail on the right (0.9 
m.) leading 350 ft. to Bear Spring, the Pine Cobble Trail 
rises steeply, then continues at a lesser grade, presently 
reaching an orange-blazed spur on the right (1.6 m.) 
which leads 0.1 m. to the summit of Pine Cobble where 
there is a wide view of the Hoosic Valley with Mt. 
Greylock and other Berkshire peaks in the background. 

Continuing from its junction with the spur trail, the 
Pine Cobble Trail soon crosses an abandoned telephone 
line (1.9 m.) and then continues to a rocky knob (2.2 m.) 
where the Appalachian Trail (Blackinton Approach) 
comes in on the right. 

From here the Williamstown Station Approach uses 
the Appalachian Trail (described in the Blackinton Ap
proach) to reach the Massachusetts-Vermont State Llne 
(3.6 m.) at the southern terminus of the Long Trail. 

From the State Llne (O.O m.), the Long Trail descends 
to a brook (0.4 m.). It then crosses to the east side of a low 
ridge (0.7 m.) and continues to a logging road (2.0 m.). 
Crossing the road, the Trail ascends the ridge, from which 
there are several limited views. After descending past 
several old logging roads and crossing two small streams 
(2.5 m.), the Trail continues to a narrow dirt road and the 
Broad Brook Trail (2.6 m.). 

• The Broad Brook Trail, maintained by the Williams 
Outing Club, follows the road west 0.3 m. to Broad Brook, 
from which point the trail descends southerwesterly, 
paralleling Broad Brook and crossing it several times. 
It terminates at White Oaks road near the State Line, 3 
m. north of Williamstown. LT to road, 4.0 m., 2 h. (Rev. 
21/z h.). 

The Long Trail crosses the road and rises to a junction 
with a blue-blazed spur trail (2.8 m.) which leads 0.2 m. 
west to Seth Warner Shelter. This frame shelter, maintained 
by the Pioneer Valley Section, was built in 1965 by carpenter 
trainees of the Manpower Development Training Act. It has 
bunk space for 6 to 8. A brook, which may fail in dry 
seasons, is 350 ft. to the west. A primitive camping area, 
with tentsites and toilet facilities, is located 300 ft. to the 
south on a spur trail. Blackinton to Seth Warner Shelter, 
7.0 m., 5 h. (SB. 4 h.). Williamstown Station to Seth Warner 
Shelter, 6.6 m., 41/• h. (SB. 3 1/z h.). 

MASSACHUSETTS TO VT. 9 43 

Going north from the junction, the Long Trail soon 
reaches the County Road just beyond a power line cross
ing (3.1 m.). Under favorable conditions this road may be 
driveable to the Long Trail. To the west it is 4.0 m. to the 
Barber Pond Road and 6.4 m. to Pownal Center (US 7). East 
it is 4.2 m. to Stamford on Vt. 8 and 100. 

Beyond the County Road, the Trail begins a steady climb 
toward the northeast and, after passing a spur on the right 
which leads 100 ft . to a spring (4.2 m.J, continues to the 
south summit, elev. 3025, ofa nameless ridge (4.5 m.) . Here 
there are limited views to the south and west. Returning 
to the woods, the Trail continues north along the ridge and, 
after passing under the North Power Llne (4. 9 m.), reaches 
the north summit (5 .1 m.). Here the trail begins a steady 
and sometimes steep descent to an old beaver pond, from 
which there is a good view of nearby Scrub Hill. The Long 
Trail then crosses Roaring Branch at the base of the beaver 
dam (5.7 m.). 

Beyond the brook crossing, the Trail passes over several 
minor knobs and, remaining on or just below the ridge most 
of the way, continues to the wooded northwest summit, 
elev. 2820, of Consultation Peak (6.9 m.) , so named by 
Pioneer Valley Section members because of its strategic loca
tion for planning trail maintenance activities. The Trail then 
descends to the Sucker Pond Trail (7.8 m.), which leads 
0.1 m. west to a clearing on the east shore of the pond (public 
water supply; no swimming or camping allowed). A short 
distance beyond the junction, the Long Trail crosses a woods 
road. To the right, it is about 5 m. north to Vt. 9. 

Beyond the woods road crossing, the Long Trail descends 
gradually, assumes a more northerly direction, and soon 
crosses the Sucker Pond Outlet Brook (8.4 m.). Then, after 
p~ssing through an area of former beaver activity, the Trail 
climbs to a wooded knoll, on which are located old building 
foundations, reportedly the remains of a 19th century hotel 
(8.9 m.). Continuing to the ridge and crossing a logging 
road (9.2 m.), the Trail then descends rather steeply to Stam
ford Stream (9.4 m.), which it follows downstream for some 
distance before bearing left onto the ridge and ascending 
to Congdon Camp (10.0 m.). 

Sending in your reports of trail and shelter con
ditions will help the GMC establish priorities for 
trail maintenance and improvements. 
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This frame cabin, with bunks for 12, was built by the 
Long Trail Patrol in 1967 and is maintained by the Pioneer 
Valley Section. It was named for the late Herbert Wheaton 
Congdon, a Long Trail pioneer, trail builder and mapmaker, 
and was the gift of the Congdon family . A small brook near 
the camp furnishes water, and overflow tentsites are located 
on the ridge behind the camp. Seth Warner Shelter to 
Congdon Camp, 7.4 m., 41/2 h. (SB. 41/2 h.). 

Continuing north from Congdon Camp, the Long Trail 
ascends the ridge behind the cabin, skirts an area of former 
beaver activity, and then crosses the Dunville Hollow Trail 
(10.5 m.). 

• To the west, this trail, utilizing the old Bennington
Heartwellville Road, ascends for about 3/ • m . to a jeep 
road, from which it is 1.8 m. to the end ofBurgess Road, 
4 m. to Vt. 9, and 5 m. to the center of Bennington. 

To the east, the Dunville Hollow Trail descends along 
the old road to cross Stamford Stream on the rocks (0. 7 
m.) and then rises to its terminus at the Dunville Hollow 
Road (1.0 m.) (which leads north 3 m. to Vt. 9). 

Beyond the Dunville Trail crossing, the Long Trail con
tinues to a blue-blazed spur trail on the left (10.8 m.) leading 
150 ft. to a Primitive Camping Area which offers tentsites 
and toilet facilities . Just beyond this junction, the Trail 
crosses a small stream, ascends steadily to cross a wide log
ging road (11.1 m.), and then passes through a clearing (11.4 
m.). Beyond this point, after fairly levef going, the Trail 
crosses a brook (12.2 m.), and rises to the open summit of 
Harmon Hill (12.5 m.). From here there is a fine view to 
the west including Mt. Anthony, the historic village ofBen
nington, and the Battle Monument which commemorates 
the Battle of Bennington fought August 16, 1777. To the 
north are limited views of Bald Mt. and Glastenbury Mt. 
Controlled bums are used here as a management tool by 
the U.S. Forest Service to retain these vistas and provide 
a clearing for wildlife. 

North of Harmon Hill, the Long Trail trends slightly east 
across the clearing, enters the woods (12.7 m.), and soon 
begins descending. Then, after swinging to the left, the Trail 
bears right (13.6 m.) and begins a very steep descent, utiliz
ing log and rock steps, to the Bennington-Brattleboro 
Highway, Vt. 9 (14.2 m.). 
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To the west via Vt. 9, it is 5.2 m. to Bennington, business 
center of southwestern Vermont. Old Bennington, the "Ben
nington" of colonial days, is 1 m. west of the present center. 
Here are many historical buildings, the Bennington 
Museum, and the Battle Monument. To the east via Vt. 9, 
it is 2.8 m. to Woodford and 4.8 m. to Woodford State Park. 

Massachusetts: 
14.2 Miles 

LTN Guide Book Updates: 

Canada: 
250.3 Miles 

The U.S. Forest Service and the Vermont 
Department of Health remind us that any water 
supply can become contaminated. Therefore, 
the purity of water supplies cannot be 
guaranteed unless treated by boiling or 
chemical means. 


