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Brandon Gap, Vt. 73, to 
Cooley Glen Shelter 

SUMMARY FOR DIVISION VII 

BRANDON GAP, VT. 73, TO 
COOLEY GLEN SHELTER 
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~~ NORTH ~S ~8 
t :J7.0ICooley Glen Shelter . • . . . . . . · \31301118.3 

I Cooley Glen Trail. 3.5 m. west to road 
136.5 I Mt. Cleveland . . . . . . . . . . . I 3500j118. 8 
133.4jMt. Roosevelt. Killington View. . . . j3580j121.9 
133.0 I Clark Brook Trail. 3.0 m. east to road . 13450I122. 3 
132.21Mt. Wilson. . . . . . .137561123.1 
131.4 IEmily Proctor Shelter. . . . . . . . . . . · / 33001123. 9 

I Emily Proctor Trail. 3.8 m. north to road 
130.7jBreadloaf Mt. Lookout 0.1 m. west. .138231124.6 
129.61 Skylight Pond Trail. 2.0 m. west to road, 0.1 m. \ I 

east to Lodge and Pond . . . . . . . . . 3400 125 . 7 
129.51 Skyline Lodge and Skylight Pond, on spur 0.1 m. \ I 

east .................. 3400 125.8 
129.SIBattell Mt.. . . l3471j126.0 
128.3IMt. Boyce . . . 132001127.0 
127.5IBoyce Shelter . 129301127.8 
127.0IKirhy Peak, slide on W. slope. Summit el. 3120 129001128.3 
126.8 I Burnt Hill Trail. 2.2 m. west to road . I 2900 I 128. 5 
126.4 j Burnt Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . I 2980 I 128. 9 
124.71Silent Cliff Trail. Cave and Cliff, 0.4 m.E. . 124001130.6 
124.3\Middlehury Gap . . . . . . . . . . . . · \21491131.0 

Middlebury-Hancock Highway, Vt. 125 
124.0ILake Pleiad Shelter . . . . . . . 121401131.3 
123.8ILake Pleiad . . . 121281131.5 
123.21Worth Mt. and Voter-White Lodges . .124501132.1 
121.SIMonastery Lookout . . 132001133.5 
121.71Worth Mt., summit . .133001133.6 
121.2ISouth Worth Lookout . 129001134.1 
119.9 I Sucker Brook Shelter . I 2400I135. 4 
119.81Sucker Brook Trail. 3.5 m. west to road . 124001135.5 
119.0IRomance Gap . . . . . . . . . . . .126501136.3 
118.SIRomance Mt., E. summit. W. summit elev. 3050130201136.8 
117.7jWhite Rocks Mt. . . .133071137.6 
116.2 I Cape Lookoff Mt. . . . . I 3298I139 .1 
115.7IMt. Horrid, summit. . .131401139.6 
115.1 I Mt. Horrid, Great Cliff . I 2800I140. 2 
114.5\Brandon Gap . . . . . . . . . . . · 121841140.8 

Brandon-Rochester Highway, Vt. 73 
SOUTH 
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BRANDON GAP, VT. 73, TO 
COOLEY GLEN SHELTER 

The U .S. Forest Service is responsible for the main
tenance of .the Long Trail in this division. The portion 
of the Trail between Sucker Brook Shelter and Skyline 
Lodge is maintained by the Middlebury (College) 
Mountain Club for the USFS. The USFS, the Green 
Mountain Club and the MMC maintain the side trails 
and shelters, the allocations being noted in the descrip
tions following. 

The trails in this division are mostly on forest land 
which was bequeathed to Middlebury College in 1915 
by ~ol. Joseph Battell-a. vast tract extending from 
White Rocks Mt. to Mt. Wilson. The College still owns 
700 acres at Lake Pleiad, the remainder being a part 
of the Green Mountain National Forest. Col. Battell 
established Bread Loaf Inn west of Middlebury Gap, 
now used by the Bread Loaf School of English, Middle
bury College. His further association with the Long 
Trail is mentioned in Division VIII. 

. North of Vt. 73, the Brandon-Rochester Highway 
m Brandon Gap (114.5 m.), the Long Trail crosses a 
power line and ascends steeply to the Great Cliff of Mt. 
Horrid (115.l m.). This point, 700 ft. above the road, 
provides a fine view of the Gap and the mountains 
beyond. The Trail continues along the ridge, passing 
over the summits of Mt. Horrid (115.7 m.), Cape Look
off Mt. (116.2 m.) and White Rocks Mt. (117.7 m.). 
None of these are bare summits, but many views, mostly 
to the east, ma)'. be had from various points along the 
way. After passmg over the east summit of Romance 
Mt. (118.5 m.), the LT drops down to Romance Gap 
(119.0 m.), and continues west of the ridge to the Sucker 
Brook Trail (119.8 m.) and Sucker Brook Shelter 
(119.9 m.). 
. This open shelter (USFS), scheduled for rebuilding 
m 1963, has ~unk space for 8. Sucker Brook, crossing 
the i:ong Trail 80 ft. to the south, supplies the water. 
Sunnse Camp to Sucker Brook Shelter, 6.4 m., 4 h. 
(SB. 4Y-i h.). 

Leaving the Long Trail 300 ft. south of Sucker 
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Brook Shelter, the Sucker Brook Trail (USFS) 
heads west down the valley. Soon following old 
logging roads, it reaches a double crossing of Sucker 
Brook (1.6 m.), bears right into the woods (2.2 m.) 
west of the Sugar Hill Reservoir, and reaches a 
power company service road (2.8 m .) which it fol
lows west to a public road (3.5 m.) which leads 
south 5 m. to Vt. 73. Long Trail to public road, 
3.5 m., 1% h. (Rev. 2Y-i h.). 

From Sucker Brook Shelter, the Long Trail climbs 
gradually to the ridge and follows it past South Worth 
Lookout (121.2 m.) and other viewpoints, to the summit 
of Worth Mt. (121.7 m.). The Trail passes Monastery 
Lookout (121.8 m.), then goes over several minor sum
mits, finally reaching Worth Mountain Lodge and, 
just beyond, Voter-White Lodge and Pleiad Lookout 
(123.2 m.). 

Worth Mountain Lodge, a large cabin built and 
maintained by the Middlebury Mountain Club, was 
completed in 1959. Having bunks and loft space for 
more than 30 campers, it is open for hikers during the 
hiking season. Voter-White Lodge, a log cabin with 
bunks for IO to 12, was built by the MMC in 1952 and 
named for Professors P. Conant Voter and Raymond 
White, both active GMC members for many years. A 
small brook 0.2 m. south on the LT is unreliable during 
the summer; the nearest dependable water source is at 
Lake Pleiad, 0.6 m. distant. Pleiad Lookout, high above 
Lake Pleiad, offers good views of Middlebury Gap and 
the Green Mountains north to Breadloaf Mt. The 
nearby ski lift and ski trails are part of the Middlebury 
College Snow Bowl. Sucker Brook Shelter to Worth 
Mountain and Voter-White Lodges, 3.3 m., 2¥2 h. (SB. 
2¥2 h.). 

From the Lodges, the Long Trail bears east, descends 
steeply, crosses and recrosses ski trails, and reaches 
Lake Pleiad (123.8 m.). A short distance beyond the 
lake is Lake Pleiad Shelter (124.0 m.). 

This frame shelter (GMC) with bunks for about 12 
was built by the Lake Pleiad Section in 1919. Water is 
found in a small brook 500 ft . south on the Long Trail. 
'Worth Mountain and Voter-White Lodges to Lake 
Pleiad Shelter, 0.8 m., Yi h. (SB. % h.). 

From Lake Pleiad Shelter, the Long Trail goes over 
a low ridge, passing en route a giant birch tree, one of 
the largest trees in Vermont. Shortly beyond, the Trail 
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reaches Middlebury Gap and the Middlebury-Hancock 
Highway, Vt. 125 (124.3 m.). 

To the west it is 0.7 m. to the Snow Bowl, 2.6 m. 
to the Bread Loaf School of English, 5.6 m. to 
Ripton, IO.Im. to US 7 and 13.9 m. to Middlebury. 
To the east it is 6.4 m. to Hancock on Vt. 100. 

Crossing Vt. 125, the Long Trail rises rapidly to the 
Silent Cliff Trail (124.7 m.). 

This trail (MMC) leads east to Silent Cave and 
Silent Cliff. From the cliff, there is a very good 
view of Middlebury Gap with Monastery Gap and 
the Green Mountains beyond. Round trip 0.8 m., 
Vi h. 

No~th of the trail junction, the Long Trail climbs to 
the ndge (125.2 m.), continues along it to Burnt Hill 
(126.4 m.), and descends to the Burnt Hill Trail 
(126.8 m.). 

Bearing west, this trail (MMC) descends 0.5 m. 
to a logging road, follows it l.5 m. to an old road
crossing at Kirby Cemetery, and goes on 0.2 m. 
more to the end of a public road. This road con
tinues, back of the Bread Loaf School of English, 
0.7 m. to Vt. 125. LT to public road, 2.2 m., I h. 
(Rev. 1% h.). 

From the Burnt Hill Trail junction, the Long Trail 
p~sses along the west slope of Kirby Peak, crosses its 
s~de (127.0 m.), where there is a good view, and con
tmues on to Boyce Shelter (127.5 m.). 
T~is log structure (GMC)'.built in 1941 by the Long 

Trail Patrol for the Lake Plciad Section, has bunk space 
for 6 to 8. Water at the brook 75 ft. south via the Long 
Trail. Lake Pleiad Shelter to Boyce Shelter, 3.5 m., 
2¥.1 h. (SB. 2 h.). 

After climbing up Mt. Boyce (128.3 m.) and passing 
Boyce Lookout 350 ft. beyond the summit the Long 
Trail goes over Battell Mt. (129.3 m.), and s~on reaches 
a junction (129.5 m.) where a spur (MMC) leads right 
0.1 m. t~ Skyline Lodge. and Skylight Pond. Farther on, 
the Skylight Pond Trail (129.6 m.) leads right 0.1 m. 
to. the :todge and Pond and, a short distance beyond, 
this trail leads left down the mountain. 
. Skyline Lodge (MMC) is of log construction and is 

situated on. a bluff overlooking Skylight Pond, a little 
lake only slightly lower than the adjacent summits. The 
lodge, c?mpleted in ~954, was built by the Middlebury 
Mountam Club and 1s owned by that organization, but 
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is open to all hikers. There is loft and bunk space for 
about IO. Water is available at a spring 250 ft. north . 
Boyce Shelter to Skyline Lodge, 2.1 m., 1¥2 h. (SB. 
l ;l.i h.). 

From the Long Trail, the Skylight Pond Trail 
(MMC) descends about 2 m. to Steam Mill Meadow, 
a clearing near which a logging camp was formerly 
located. From here a public road leads 4.5 m. to 
Ripton on Vt. 125. LT to public road, 2 m., 1 h. 
(Rev. 1% h.). 

Continuing north, the Long Trail soon begins a steep 
climb up to a ridge which it follows northwest to a 
sharp turn on Breadloaf Mt. (130.7 m.). Here a spur 
trail leads left 0.1 m. to a lookout which provides an 
extensive view over the Champlain Valley, and the 
Long Trail bears right and descends to Emily Proctor 
Shelter and the Emily Proctor Trail (131.4 m.). 

Emily Proctor Shelter (GMC), a log shelter built by 
the Long Trail Patrol in 1960, has wire bunks for 5. 
Brook water adjacent. Skyline Lodge to Emily Proctor 
Shelter, 1.9 m., 1¥.1 h. (SB. 1¥.j h.). 

The Emily Proctor Trail (USl' S) descends north
erly along an old logging road, crosses several 
brooks, then, leaving the old road, veers left, cross
ing a branch of the New Haven River l.5 m . from 
the Long Trail. Following high land for 2 m., it 
reaches an abandoned road along the stream where 
the Cooley Glen Trail comes in on the right. To 
the left it is 0.3 m. to a USFS road. From here 
South Lincoln is 2.2 m., the Lincoln-Warren Road 
4.2 m., Lincoln 5.4 m. and Bristol 10.2 m. Emily 
Proctor Shelter to USFS Road, 3.8 m., 2 h. (Rev. 
3 h.). 

At Emily Proctor Shelter, the Long Trail bears 
sharply right and ascends gradually to Mt. Wilson 
(132.2 m.), where there is a wide view to the south 
and east. Dropping down to the north, the LT presently 
reaches the Clark Brook Trail (133.0 m.). 

This trail (USFS) descends southeasterly 0.7 m. 
to an old logging camp, and from here follows a 
long abandoned logging road l.3 m. to a double 
brook crossing. It then continues, with other stream 
crossings, LO m. to a public road. From this point 
it is l.9 m. to Granville on Vt. 100. Long Trail to 
public road, 3.0 m., 1¥2 h. (Rev. 2% h.). 

From the side trail junction, the Long Trail ascends 
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gradually to the summit of Mt. Roosevelt (133.4 m.), 
where it bears right 150 ft. to an open spot called Kil
lington View. From here the Trail bears easterly, curves 
toward the north, going almost to the summit of an 
unnamed peak, elevation 3400 (134.9 m.), and then on 
to the wooded summit of Mt. Cleveland (136.5 m.). 
After descending gradually to a sharp turn to the right 
(136.9 m.), it drops steeply to Cooley Glen Shelter and 
the Cooley Glen Trail (137.0 m.). 

Cooley Glen Shelter (GMC), a log structure with 
bunks for 5, was built by the Long Trail Patrol in 1949. 
Spring water is located 600 ft. south on the Cooley Glen 
Trail. Emily Proctor Shelter to Cooley Glen Shelter, 
5.6 m., 3% h. (SB. 3% h.). 

After passing the spring used as the shelter's 
water supply, the Cooley Glen Trail (USFS) de
scends along tributary streams of New Haven 
River, finally crossing the main branch and fol
lowing the south side to a junction with the Emily 
Proctor Trail. Proceeding jointly with that trail for 
0.3 m., a USFS road is reached which leads to 
South Lincoln. Cooley Glen Shelter to USFS Road, 
3.5 m., 1% h. (Rev. 2¥.z h.). 

A hiker amvmg at a shelter in the 
rain will appreciate the dry wood that 
you have left there for him. 


