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You and the Long 'Ilail 

ID] hat can I conclude about 
you from the fact that you 
are reading this message in 

the Long Trail News? 
First, the odds are that you are a 

member of the Green Mountain Club. 
Second, that you must have joined 
because of your interest-casual or 
passionate-in the Long Trail, the 
club, and its mission. If I am right 
about your interest, I would like to 
point out that ours is a two-way rela
tionship and that the Green Mountain 
Club needs you as much as you need 
the Long Trail and us. 

Yes, this column is an appeal for 
you to maintain your membership in 
the club for the present and for the 
long haul. Let me have a few minutes 
to make my case. (You are excused if 
you already are 100 percent commit
ted to the GMC.) 

As you probably know, the GMC's 
mission is "to make the Vermont 
mountains play a larger part in the 
life of the people by protecting and 
maintaining the Long Trail System 
and fostering, through education, the 
stewardship of Vermont's hiking trails 
and mountains." And you may also be 
aware that to achieve that mission we 
built and we maintain the Long Trail
our primary 'product,' if you will-as a 
permanently protected footpath that 
runs the length of Vermont from 
Massachusetts to Canada. 

You may be less cognizant of the 
tremendous ongoing effort required to 
achieve our obligation to the Long 
Trail. Besides employing a permanent 
staff of thirteen, we hire additional 
seasonal field staff during the hiking 
season. For 2004 we will employ 
eighteen backcountry caretakers and 
fourteen paid Long Trail Patrol 
members for a sixteen-week field 
season. These staffers will cover proj
ects and shelters up and down the 
state of Vermont. 

So, where do you as a GMC mem
ber come into all this? For a start, 

strength really is in numbers. The fact 
that we are currently 8,616 members 
strong makes an impression on state 
and federal partners, the Vermont 
General Assembly, and other environ
mental and conservation groups. We 
are one of the largest such organi-

zations in Vermont, and from our 
membership base we draw the 
volunteers who are so essential to our 
programs; but this column is not 
about volunteers. 

Then there is the money collected 
from your membership dues: money 
that pays for staff, administration, 
equipment, construction materials, 
shelter repairs, bridge building, heli
copter fly-ins, land acquisition, taxes, 
and more. Money is tight these days 
for all nonprofit organizations. We in 
the GMC have tightened our belts and 
have kept spending under control, but 
several revenue sources that we have 
relied on in the past have actually 
decreased or dried up. 'IWenty percent 
of the club's annual income comes 
from your membership dues. We 
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need that dues income, your dues, to 
carry on our programs and balance 
the budget. 

Every year we are pleased to wel
come new members into our ranks. 
And every year we regret the loss of 
members who do not renew their 

Andrew Nuquist and his son, 
Jon, in 1970, the year the 

Nuquists joined the GMC. 

memberships. Just imagine our colos
sal, combined strength if all current 
members would remain members, not 
just for this year, but through the 
decade and our centennial celebration 
in 2010. 

I am very proud of the work the 
Green Mountain Club is doing in its 
ninety-fourth year, in protecting the 
integrity of the Long Trail and making 
the Vermont mountains play a larger 
part in all our lives. Having joined the 
club in 1970, I am now, thirty-four 
years later, comfortable in asking you 
for your support by giving priority to 
your continued membership. We 
really do need you, every one of you 
who are reading this, as a vital mem
ber of one of the country's best
respected trail clubs. 

-Andrew S. Nuquist 
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Blazing a tree on the Long Trail, 
Clarendon, Vermont, April 1964. 

More on Blazes 
I was compelled to 

respond to Vahram 
Sookikian's observations on 
fixed plastic blazes on the 
Hinkley Trail at Grand Mon
adnock ["Mountain Views," 
Spring 2004 LTN]. 

Through the 1990s the last 
manager at Monadnock 
State Park was convinced 
that the most cost effective 
and durable material for 
fixed plastic blazes was to 
cut up plastic sleds. Unfortu
nately, this was not tested 
b efore use, and the Hinkley 
Trail was fully blazed with 
this material before it was 
realized it was ineffective. 
The plastic was too thin and 
wasn't created to withstand 
prolonged exposure. After 
three years, the blazes 
became brittle and began to 
crack from the slightest dis
turbance. In fact, when I 
eventually replaced them, I 
had to hold a plastic bag 
beneath each and every 
blaze while removing them, 
as they shattered into many 
pieces. 

During the summer of 
2003, after much research 
regarding appropriate blaze 
material, Monadnock State 
Park replaced the blazes 
with a much better product. 

...................................................... ......... ~····· · ·······-.···· · · · ·· · ··· ··· ···· · ···· · ········· ·· ······ · ···· 

Thicker three-by-six-inch 
plastic (.HO-gauge) blazes 
with reflective sheeting were 
nailed to trees, with ample 
nail length left undriven to 
allow for tree growth. These 
blazes are high quality and 
durable, as they are 
designed for highway use 
and are reasonably priced at 
approximately forty-two 
cents each . We got ours from 
Voss Signs of Malinus, New 
York. We were so impressed 
by these blazes that we h ave 
installed them on the Parker 
Trail and are currently fin
ishing blazing the Birchtoft 
Trail with the same. 

I would certainly caution 
readers against the use of 
duct tape for backing plastic 
blazes for durability, as duct 
tape also becomes dried out 
and damaged with continu
ous outdoor exposure. 

- Andrew D. Zboray, 
Manager; Monadnock 

State Park, Jaffrey, 
New Hampshire 

Costs and Benefits: 
Who Decides? 

Another decision has b een 
made restricting usage at a 
very special place in the 
mountains near Smugglers ' 
Notch. In accordance with 
the GMC Sterling Pond 
Management Plan, Watson 
Camp is to be removed this 
summer and Sterling Pond 
Shelter eventually relocated 
away from the pond with 
the reasoning that they 
"attract partiers" and to 
"improve the ecosystem." 

If "inappropriate uses" 
result in litter and vandal
ism, wouldn't a sensible first 
approach be to post signs 
warning that if the behavior 
continues, the shelters will 
be removed? Also, if Sterling 
Pond were truly a pristine, 
unspoiled, ecologically sen
sitive place, I could better 
understand the reasoning, 

but let's be real: It sits with a 
ski-area chairlift and restau
rant within 100 yards of one 
shore, while the other side is 
less than 0.5 miles from one 
of the largest ski areas in the 
eastern U.S., which is about 
to undergo a $220 million 
expansion. 

Is it worth denying a 
father and son the opportu
nity to spend a night near its 
banks and awaken to the 
sound of trout jumping just 
to enact another feel-good 
policy? Is there evidence 
that restricting overnight 
use nearby is going to have 
a significant impact on the 
ecology of the pond? 

This is a disturbing trend. 
Vermont is becoming a very 
stingy place regarding her 
natural treasures. In the last 
few years we have seen clo
sures of some very special 
places such as Bear Pond, 
Lake of the Clouds, and the 
Story Trail on Mount Mans
field. Are humans not wor
thy of visiting these places? 
What are they being saved 
for? The GMC should be 
working to create more 
diverse opportunities for 
people to responsibly enjoy 
the Green Mountains 
instead of putting them in 
glass display cases. 

-Richard Lachapelle, 
At-large member; 

Huntington, Vermont 

Director of Field Programs 
Dave Hardy responds: Thank 
you for raising this issue. 
Developing policy to guide 
management actions is com
plicated. We try to involve as 
many stakeholders as possible. 
There is always room for more 
input, and there may yet be 
better ways to communicate 
our decisions. 

GMC works conscientiously 
to develop thoughtful plans to 
deal with all the issues associ
ated with a hiking trail pass-
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ing through a relatively narrow 
corridor of public land with its 
attendant ecological concerns 
and competing uses. Sterling 
Pond is one of many special 
places along the Long Trail that 
is being loved to death. 

Tb respond to one of your 
comments, I would rather close 
the Story Trail than include in 
the guidebook's trail descrip
tion: "Once home of the last 
known occurrence of diapensia 
on Mount Mansfield." 

Returning to Sterling Pond, 
we went through a manage
ment plan by subcommittee 
process that identified issues 
and proposed improvements. 
The Trail Management Com
mittee approved the plan We 
have been working with the 
Montpelier Section, the local 
maintainers, to develop an 
overnight facility plan for Ster
ling Pond. With some regret 
about losing the porch at 
Watson Camp, we realized that 
its location was perennially wet 
and drained directly into the 
pond, and the structure, while 
somewhat abused during the 
off season, required too many 
of the club's resources to main
tain given that Sterling Pond 
Shelter already provided a roof 
at a pond that is within one 
mile of a road. 

The management plan rec
ommends consolidating the two 
shelters so a roof will remain at 
Sterling Pond. At this time, we 
are not sure where, but we are 
working on it and welcome 
input. Ultimately, the decision 

will be made considering a 
variety off actors, including 
proximity to other recreational 
uses, migratory songbird 
habitat, soils, water quality, 
and visual impacts. 

And we1l navigate our way 
through Act 250, so there will 
be another chance for the 
public to provide input to the 
District Environmental 
Commission. We hope our 
work at Sterling Pond will 
balance its competing uses and 
enhance visits to the pond by 
future generations of Long Trail 
hikers, and that the sounds of 
the pond's natural communities 
will not become a distant 
memory. 

Remember Roundtop 
Where were you in the 

summer ofl994? If you hap
pen to be one of the more 
than eighty volunteers who 
joined hands and hearts to 
help build Roundtop Shelter, 
we'd like to invite you back 
to an informal, come-as-you
are, bring-your-own-supplies, 
ten-year Roundtop reunion 
on August 28 and 29. (Think 
of it as the full-moon week
end in August; it'll be easier 
to remember that way.) 

Whatever your part in the 
process (whether it was 
cutting and stacking those 
massive seventeen-by
twenty-foot diameter spruce 
logs by hand in the fall, or 
that wild winter ride on a 
ten-degree February day 

Workers enjoy a winter weekend at Roundtop Shelter. 
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Saturday, July 10, 12:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
GMC headquarters, Waterbury Center• Admission: $10 

C
ome out for GMC's Second Annual Mountain 
Music Festival to be·nefit the GMC Education 

Program! If you missed it last year, here is 
your opportunity to attend. Enjoy bluegrass and 

other mountain-inspired music in the Green 
Mountains. There will be good music (all the same 

bands as last year plus a new one), lots of food, 
fun people, and all for a great cause! Please leave 

alcohol, glass, and your dogs at home. 

The Mud City Ramblers peiforming at last year's festival. 

when we strapped on our 
snowhoes and clipped into 
our climbing ropes to skid 
logs 700 feet to the shelter 
site, or the spring party to 
move foundation rocks, or 
the summer solstice of 
peeling, notching, and laying 
the logs) it made all the 
difference. 

Ten years later, Roundtop 
still stands strong, providing 
shelter for hikers in every 

season. In the original shelter 
log, one of the entries 
described Roundtop as "a 
jewel in the crown." Each 
shelter becomes special to 
those who help build it. If 
you're a Roundtopper, come 
help celebrate ten years, just 
for the fun of it! 

-Tbdd and Wendy Jenner, 
Laraway Section, 

Cameron, New York 
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Long Trail Patrol 
Whereabouts 

E 

Y
ou may have noticed 
that some field proj
ects take place on 

trails that aren't part of the 
Long Trail System. GMC 
does work elsewhere on 
occasion. The Long Trail 
Patrol accomplishes high
priority projects along the 
Long Trail, but the funding 
situation is such that the 
club works with agency 
partners to upgrade the Long 
Trail whenever possible, and 
also works with them when 
their priorities direct the 
money elsewhere. (Agency 
partners include the Green 
Mountain National Forest; 
the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks, and Recre
ation; and the Appalachian 
Trail Conference.) Parts of 
the Long Trail, particularly 
in the north, are temporarily 
orphaned by limited funds 
or higher priorities either at 
the club or the agency level. 

The Long Trail Patrol has 
been around since 1930 and 
once focused on trail clear
ing and shelter building. 
Trail erosion was barely a 
factor back then, and privies 
fell apart before they needed 
to be moved to a new hole. 
As the number of hikers has 
increased over the years, 
treadway reconstruction has 
become the priority. Crews 
have also taken part in some 
shelter projects and major 
trail relocations. But the 
focus remains tread work, 
and the club has developed a 
program of three crews (two 

L D 
paid and one volunteer crew 
run by paid staff) that work 
on projects each field sea
son. This system has been in 
place since 1993, with the 
exception of one season, 
with the help of the U.S. For
est Service and the Vermont 
Department of Forests, 
Parks, and Recreation. 

Every year GMC sits down 
with agency staff to compare 
notes and priorities, to 
review completed projects, 
and also to visit completed 
and prospective work sites. 
The club aims for a sustain
able program of around forty 
weeks of crew funding per 
season, and tries to set aside 
some projects for the follow
ing year in case the next 
budget cycle's funding gets 
tight. In order to get that 
many weeks funded at a 
time, the club takes on some 
work nearby but not on the 
Long Trail-mostly in the 
Worcester Range and on 
Stowe Pinnacle. While this 
work supports local trails, it 
may raise hackles with folks 
who know some parts of the 
Long Trail are in need of 
reconstruction and are being 
neglected. Please rest 
assured that GMC strives to 
fund crew work up and 
down the Long Trail, and is 
working for the day when 
the priorities all line up and 
every inch of Long Trail is 
not only protected, but 
hardened to withstand the 
foot traffic of its upcoming 
second century. 

If you know of a trail sec
tion that needs more work, 
please contact Dave Hardy. 

N 0 

Camel's Hump summit. 

Volunteer Care
takers Needed 

Spend a weekend atop 
Mount Mansfield or 
Camel's Hump or at a 
beautiful pond helping to 
care for these often-visited 
sites. Midweek and week
end volunteers are wel
come. Contact Dave Hardy 
for details. 

Volunteers Needed 
for Shelter Projects 

As usual, big shelter 
plans are underway. Rolston 
Rest Shelter, 5 miles north 
of Sherburne Pass, will be 
replaced this summer. On 
Friday, July 30 and Satur
day, July 31 crews will dig 
holes and pour foundations. 
On Saturday, August 7 and 
Sunday, August 8 the shel
ter will be built. Contact 

T E 
veteran shelter builder 
Marge Fish at (802) 824-
3662 or tortoise@sover.net 
for details and to join the 
crew. Curious about what 
volunteering for this sort of 
project entails? Read Val 
Stori's article, "How to Be 
'Tom Sav.ryered' by Marge 
Fish" about the construc
tion of Bromley Shelter in 
the Winter 2003 issue of the 
Long Trail News. Call Katy 
Klutznick for a copy. 

The club also plans to 
move the original Journey's 
End Camp (which was 
replaced by Journey's End 
II Camp last fall) from the 
northern terminus of the 
Long Trail to Waterbury 
Center later in the summer. 
The structure, a classic 
Buchanan-era camp, was 
built in 1933 and will serve 
as part of an interpretive 
display on the Short Trail at 
GMC headquarters. 

The Short 'Itail, a foot
path through the backyard, 
will eventually be a loop 
hike, allowing visitors to 
have a mini-Long 'Itail 
experience. They'll even 
receive end-to-end certifi
cates upon completion! 
The Short 'Itail was blazed 
and cleared last season; 
construction, including two 

Journey's End 

Camp will be 
moved to 

headquarters 

this summer. 
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bridges and puncheon, will 
be completed by this fall. 
Contact Dave Hardy if 
interested in helping with 
the Journey's End Camp 
move; contact Julia Grand
Doucet to help with the 
Short Trail. 

Inner Secrets 
Revealed 

In response to a letter to 
the editor that appears in 
this issue (see page 4), trail 
management documents 
will now be posted on the 
GMC Web site so folks can 
find out how the Long 
Trail is being managed. 
In general, the process 
happens like this: 

A random trail idea is 
brought to the attention of 
field staff. Field staff pres
ent the idea to the Trail 
Management Committee 
and appropriate agency 
partners and local maintain
ers. From there, if neces
sary, the idea is brought to 
the attention of the GMC 
Board of Directors. Once 
approved, funding and 
permits are sought. After all 
that, the idea is finally 
implemented. 

Sometimes the random 
idea generates a manage
ment plan that considers 
many if not all of the angles 
well before a project is 
approved. The Web site 
now features management 
plans for your perusal. Feel 
free to direct comments to 
Dave Hardy at dave@green 
mountainclub.org, so that 
he can describe the status 
of a particular project and 
suggest ways to get 
involved, whether at the 
field level or the meeting 
level. Hopefully this will 
help interested members 
and friends to understand 
and even improve the direc
tions GMC chooses and the 
decision-making process. 

Replacing 
Cooper Lodge 

The club is looking for a 
site on the south slope of 
Little Killington for a new 
shelter to replace Cooper 
Lodge. The lodge has with
stood more than sixty years 
of use, but is just a little too 
close to a ski lift and likely 
contributes to the increas
ing number of skiers who 
get lost on the west side of 
the mountain every winter. 
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Discussions are in process 
with the Green Mountain 
National Forest and the 
Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks, and Recre
ation, who share manage
ment responsibilities for the 
Long/ Appalachian Trail 
across the Coolidge Range. 
Plans are underway to 
develop a proposal for per
mitting over the course of 
this field season. Volun
teers are welcome. 
Contact Dave Hardy. 

Fall Jobs 
The club seeks qualified 

applicants who want to 
spend the Vermont autumn 
in the fresh air and sun
shine working on the Long 
Trail. There are always a 
few caretaker and Long 
Trail Patrol openings start
ing in August and running 
through mid-October. This 
is a great opportunity to 
renew your acquaintance 
with outdoor life and work 
so hard, you won't even 
notice the days growing 
shorter. Visit www.green 
mountainclub.org to fill out 
a job application or contact 
Dave Hardy with questions. 
-DH 

GMC ish List 
In addition to a bene

factor willing and able to 
issue a major challenge 
grant for replacement of 
the burned south barn at 
headquarters, the GMC 
could use: 

• Bicycle rack 
•Flat-screen computer 

monitors 
•Self-standing white board 
•Professional paper cutter 
• Ergonomic office chair 

with seat that tilts forward 
•Bikes in good working 

condition 
•Used tents that have at 

least one more season in 
them (new tents are okay 
as well) 

•Snowshoes 

Contact Keri Foster at 
extension 24 if you'd like 
to donate any of the above 
items. Thank you! 

Clubs 

rs' 

Thanks to Northfield 
Savings 13ank and the 
Vermont Housjng and 

Conservation Board for 
recently making generous 
grants to the GMC to help 
with database and comput
er upgrades that will be 
implemented this summer. 
The grants will enable the 
club to replace an over
loaded and outmoded 
system-and help us do a 
better job of taking care of 
the trail! - BL 
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National 
Trails Day· $t~pporl 

Ncrtion«L 
Tl'ails IJ«!'.f ! 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5 

T :ie ~eme ~or this. year's National 
frails Day is "'frat] an l Heallh
a Natul'aJ Connection." Grab this 

excellent opportunity to get fit for 
summer while helping to prepare 
Vermont's trails for hiking season. 
GMC is hosting events statewide on 
both June 5 and 6. To learn more, 
visit www.americanhiking.org and 
click on the National 1tails Day link. 
Check the list below for events taking 
place in Vermont. All events are on 
Saturday, June 5 unless otherwise 
noted. To find out more, contact Field 
Supervisor Pete Antos-Ketcham at 
extension 17. 

Northern Vermont 

•Northeast Kingdom Section, Luke 
O'Brien, (802) 732-6551 or 
luke@vtlc.org. 

•Laraway Section, Bruce Bushey, 
(802) 893-2146 or brbshey@msn.com. 

•Burlington Section, Pam Gillis, (802) 
879-1457 or hemlock_hollow@att.net. 

•Mount Mansfield, Paul Schaberg, 
(802) 865-3494 or pschaberg@fs.fed.us. 

Central Vermont 

•Montpelier Section, June 6, Duncan 
Wilkie, (802) 223-3616 or 
duncan.wilkie@state.vt.us. 

• Bread Loaf Section, Dave Scott, (802) 
893-9978 or dscotts@mymail 
station.com. 

Southern Vermont 

•Killington Section, Herb Ogden, (802) 
775-1350 or hogden@adelphia.net. 

•Manchester Section, June 6, 
Marge Fish, (802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net. 

• Waterbar Workshop on the Appala
chian 1tail in Barnard, Dave Hardy, 
(802) 244-7037 extension 20 or 
dave@greenmountainclub.org. 

LON J TRAIL PROTECTION 

Easement Near Sterling Pond 

0 
n February 11, 2004 , towe. 
Mo untain Resort granted a 50-
fo ot-v.ride easement to the GMC 

for a 1-mile section of the Long 1tail 
between Sterling Pond and Madonna 
Peak. The easement offers permanent 
protection by allowing only pedestri
an use along the trail, and it gives 
GMC the right to relocate and con
struct a new shelter near Sterling 
Pond. The easement does not restrict 
other uses of the property beyond the 
trail easement. 

On the same day that the easement 
was granted, however, the 966-acre 
parcel along Sterling Ridge that con
tains that section of trail was trans
ferred to the state to be added to 
Mount Mansfield State Forest. The 
Vermont Land 1tust holds a conserva
tion easement prohibiting develop
ment on the entire parcel. 

This easement was part of a larger 
land swap between the resort and the 
state of Vermont, in which high
elevation lands were conveyed to the 
state in exchange for lower elevation 
state lands within the ski area that 

Hell Brook Trail 

•'- ..... I • _. 

I 

will be developed as part of the 
resort's expansion plans. Smugglers' 
Notch campground was relocated as a 
part of this larger project as well. 

The easement largely completes 
protection of the Long 1tail in the 
Stowe Mountain Resort area. The 
resort has granted several other trail 
easements to GMC over the years, 
including one for the Elephant's 
Head 1tail (now the Long 1tail) in 
Smugglers' Notch in 2002 and one for 
the short section of the Long 1tail 
and several side trails atop the 
summit of Mount Mansfield in 2000. 
Also in 2000, the resort agreed to 
restrict ski area development on state 
lease land north of the Chin Clip Trail 
to protect the Long 1tail, Profanity 
Trail, and Tuft Lodge. 

The club would like to thank Stowe 
Mountain Resort, the Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources, and the Ver
mont Land 1tust for their efforts and 
willingness to work to protect hiking 
opportunities along the Long 1tail 
System in the Mount Mansfield area. 
-MM 

MT. MANSFIELD 
STATE FOREST 
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A WALK BACK IN TIME 

Vermont History Expo 2004 
June 26 and 27, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. • Tunbridge World's Fair Grounds 

(j·D resented by the Vermont Histori · 1 Society, 
(._ Vermont History Expo is a wonderful oppor

tunity to take a walk through Vermont's past . The 
expo includes exhibits by local historical societies, 
museums, and conservation and preservation 

organizations-like the Green Mountain Club! In 
addition, there are performances, a parade, book 

signings, and traditional craft demonstrations. 
The GMC History and Archives Committee will 

assemble and staff an exhibit for the expo. For 
details, visit www.vermonthistory.org and click 

the History Expo link. To volunteer at the GMC 

booth (and get in freel), contact Katy K.lutznick at 
extension 19 or katy@greenmountainclub.org. 

Roy Buchanan at the wheel with son, Chester, riding shotgun in a Long Trail Patrol 
truck given to GMC by Mortimer Proctor in 1931. "Joe" Joslin stands at the ready. 

The club needs t:ruc1<s! In order to care for trails state
wide, the Long 'lra'il Patrol 11eeds to transport tools, 
supplies, and patrollers to work ites. 

Do you own a truck whose time has come for replace
ment? Perhaps a friend or relative is in the same boat? Here's 
a solution: donate a truck, small or big, to the GMC and get a 
really good tax benefit for your generous act. The club has a 
serious need for several "new-to-us" trucks-of course, rust 
buckets might not do. Call Pete Antos-Ketcham at extension 
1 7 or Bob Lincoln at extension 21 today and create a win-win 
situation for all. Thanks! 

P.S. Unless you live in Alaska or Nebraska or near the Pacif
ic Ocean, we can probably arrange to pick up your pickup. 
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Register Now for Annual Meeting! 
June 11 to June 13, 2004 

Name(s) ................................................................................................... .. .. ... .. .... ., ........... ...... ., ............ .. .. 

Section/Affiliation ............................ .......................................................... ... , ............................................ . 

Address ... ................................... ........ ..................................................... .............. ...... ................... ........... . 

Registration __ Adults@ $7.50 $ ................................ . 

Friday Campfire and Picnic Social _@ FREE 

Continental breakfast(s) and meeting refreshments __ @ $8.50 

Soup, sandwich, and salad lunch(es) 

Grilled salmon fillet dinner(s) 

Grilled sirloin steak dinner(s) 

Vegetarian burger dinner(s) 

_@$8.50 

_@$15.00 

_@$15.00 

_@$15.00 

Register by May 28 and pay $30 for all meals and registration-a $9.50 saving! 

- @ $30,00 ................................. .. 

Total: $ ................................ . 

MasterCard/Visa (circle one) ,,,,, ................... .............. ......... •............................................. ..... •........ •.... 

Carll number: .... ., .. ..... ....... ................................................................. . Exp.Date: ............................... . 

Sig nature ....................................................................................... , .......... , .. , . , , , , , , , .................... , , , , , , , , 

Make checks payable to: Green Mountain Club. Mail payment and form by May 28, 2004 to: 
Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 

Register online: www.greenmountainclub.org 



Opportunities 
Unless otherwise noted, contact Add your name to the men-
Membership and Volunteer tor list and GMC staff will 
Coordinator Keri Foster at 
extension 24. 

On-the-Trail Outreach. 
Share LT and Leave No 
Trace information with 
organized groups on the 
trail. Thach camp and 
school groups at popular 
hiking destinations about 
sustainable hiking. Training 
and materials are provided. 

GMC Ambassadors. Repre
sent the GMC at festivals, 
events, and gatherings 
throughout the state. No 
experience necessary-just 
a love for the Long Trail 
and a willingness to share 
information! 

School Presentation Liai
son. Work with local 
schools to prepare them for 
hiking in Vermont's moun
tains. Present PowerPoint 
programs on hiking the 
Long Trail, alpine ecology, 
and Leave No Trace. 

Data Entry. Enhance GMC's 
membership database by 
helping to build a volunteer 
module, update addresses 
and lists, and enter group 
outreach data. It will only 
take a few hours a week 
but the results will be 
invaluable. No experience 
necessary. 

Microsoft Access Computer 
Whiz. Help enhance the 
Group Outreach access 
database by creating and 
generating reports. 

Long Trail Mentors. Help 
others plan their end-to-end 
or shorter trips on the LT. 

share your phone number 
or e-mail address on a case
by-case basis. 

End-to-End Report Readers. 
Hike the trail end-to-end 
from the comfort of your 
warm, dry living room. If 
you enjoy reading tales of 
adventure, this opportunity 
is for you! 

Special Events Coordinators. 
Help plan the Second 
Annual Mountain Music 
Festival, organize a National 
Trails Day event, Club Day, 
or other events throughout 
the year. Help out with 
everything from publicity to 
volunteer recruitment. 

Regional Trail Coordinators. 
Are you an experienced 
trail maintainer who wants 
to share your experience 
with other volunteers? 
Regional Trail Coordinators 
(RTC) serve as resources for 
all the individual trail 
adopters in a given region. 
RTCs help new trail 
adopters get up to speed 

and answer questions from 
other adopters. 

GMC Brochure Distributor. 
Help inform hikers about 
the club by distributing 
GMC brochures to stores, 
B&Bs, and other places of 
commerce near you. This 
job requires only a few 
hours a month and can be 
done whenever convenient 
for you. 

Boundary Maintenance. 
Help GMC maintain bound
aries on protected proper
ties along the Long Trail. 
Repaint and clear property 
boundaries. Training and 
supplies provided. 

Trail Blaze Maker. Make 
temporary blazes for the 
Long Trail System. Can be 
done at home. 

Hiker Center Caretaker. 
Love the backcountry but 
work in the front country? 
Spend a day or two to a 
week helping out at the 
GMC Hiker Center. Help 
visitors plan trips and share 
information about hiking. 

Help with Privies. Pack 
bark mulch into backcoun
try campsites that utilize 
moldering privies or batch
bin composting toilets. 
Good solo or group project. 
Contact Pete Antos
Ketcham. 

Trail Sweepers. Help con
firm reports ofblowdowns, 
mud holes, and full out
houses . Contact Pete Antos
Ketcham. 

Work Alongside a GMC 
Caretaker. Summit and site 
caretakers are needed on 
the Long Trail System. 
Spend a day, a week, or 
more on a high summit, at 
a scenic pond, or along a 
remote ridgeline. GMC staff 
provides training in trail 
maintenance, natural histo
ry, and backcountry ethics. 
Contact Pete Antos
Ketcham. 

Volunteer Long Trail Patrol. 
Run away and join the trail 
crew for a day or more. 
People of all ages and 
experience are welcome to 
help out with large trail
building projects. Contact 
Greg Western. 

Short Trail Builders. Work 
on the Short 1tai1, GMC's 
new interpretive trail at 
headquarters. Contact Greg 
Western. 

Shuttle Driver. Help hikers 
get to trailheads. With limit
ed public transportation in 
Vermont, through-hikers are 
often left stranded at 
remote trailheads. Add your 
name to a list of folks will
ing to pick up and drop off 
hikers. 
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Attention 
Naturalists and 

Nature Photographers! 

Th e GMC Publications 
Conunittee seeks 

qualified natunlist 
authors and photographers 
interested in working on a 
new product. This project 
will require professional 
quality and a substantial 
time commitment. For 

details, contact Publications 
Committee Chair Steve 

Larose at (802) 479-2398 or 
gmcpub@charter.net by 

June 20, 2004. 

TRAIL ESSENTIAL 
Hiking on the Long Trail this 

summer? Order your 
Long Trail Guide today. 

$17.00 ($18.95 nonmembers). 

802.244.7037 
www.greenmountainclub.org 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESK 

How is the GMC Doing? 

W
hen I am hiking on the trail, 
the answer is, "Great!" The 
Long 'frail is as clean and 

beautiful as ever. The shelters are in 
good shape, being maintained and 
replaced as needed. Relocations have 
reduced the number of miles of walking 
along busy roads. The views are grand, 
the climbs are steep, birds are singing, 
and all is well. 

When I am back in the office, keeping 
up with the mail and e-mail and voice
mail, the answer is more complicated 
and less rosy. 

The Long 'frail, revered as a "footpath 
in the wilderness" through the second 
half of the twentieth century, exists as a 
fragile strand of tranquility and simpli
city in a world that is increasingly 
anxious and complex. Consider these 
micro- and macrotrends: 

Costs are UP. Foundation philanthro
py is DOWN. The national debt is 
UP. Regulatory review of new proj-
ects is UP. Global and national 
population is UP. The number of 
people too old and frail to hike is 
UP. The number of children in 
kindergarten classes (i.e., the 
graduating class of 201 7) is 
DOWN. Childhood obesity is UP. 
Childhood asthma is UP. 'Itaffic 
counts and number of miles driv
en in vehicles are UP. Motorized 
recreation is UP. Fossil fuel con
sumption is UP. The number of 
visitors at GMC's Hiker Center is 
DOWN (probably because of the 
loss of the south barn). Computer 
use is UP. Internet use is UP. Cell 
phone use (and the number of 
cell phone towers) is UP. The 
number of hikers on the Long 
'frail is ... basically flat. 

Nobody can now predict with 
certainty how the Long 'frail will 

fare in its second century in light of 
these pressures. The Long 'frail will 
need to buck many trends: population 
growth; land subdivision; development 
of new infrastructure for transportation, 
communications, and energy; compet
ing demands for access to and use of 
public lands; privatization and "user 
fees." Is the Long 'frail as we know it
free, safe, quiet, pedestrian-only-an 
anachronism? 

And yet, as GMC's job gets harder, our 
product becomes more precious. Each 
time we set foot on the Long Tuail, we are 
traveling farther from the "civilized" 
world below. Our "footpath in the wilder
ness" has never looked so inviting or ther
apeutic. It has never been more relevant. 

Sounds like I'm ready for a long hike 
this summer. I hope to see you on the 
trail. 

- Ben Rose 

Ben at 
annual 
meeting, 
June 2003. 
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By Keri Foster 

M
ost people associate the 
month of April with paying 
taxes. At the Green Mountain 

Club, April is a time to celebrate the 
generosity and commitment of its 
members. Each year, thousands of 
Green Mountain Club members show 
their support of Vermont's hiking 
trails as they reliably send in their 
annual membership dues. 

Membership is essential for the con
tinuation of club programs and for the 
maintenance, management, and pro
tection of the Long Trail System. Fur
thermore, sections use twenty-five 
percent of section members' dues to 
support local activities, events, and 
programs. We are continually amazed 
by the generosity of GMC members. 
Simply put, the club couldn't exist 
without them! 

We're Global 
The Green Mountain Club member

ship is made up of a diverse mix of 
people representing each of the fifty 
states and twelve countries, including 
the Bahamas, Belgium, Canada, Fin
land, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Japan, 
Norway, Romania, South Korea, and 
the United Kingdom. 

Why People Join 
Members join the club for many dif

ferent reasons. They join to receive 
the Long Trail News, for camaraderie, 
to promote hiking opportunities, to 
support conservation and land protec
tion efforts throughout Vermont, or 
just for the health of it. 

Bennington Section 
members on Bald 
Mountain, 1918. 

Some folks join as at-large mem
bers, while others choose to affiliate 
with one of the club's fourteen sec
tions. GMC sections offer activities at 
the local level and provide even 
greater opportunities for new mem
bers to become a central part of the 
club in their very own community. 

New members find out about the 
GMC in a variety of ways. Many join 
on the recommendation of a friend. 
Others join as a result of participating 
in a section outing or club event. 
Some have been hiking Vermont's 
trails for a long time and realize they 
want to give something back. Hun
dreds of members join through the 
club's annual new member appeal. 
Others happen upon the club's or a 
section's Web site and are drawn in by 
all the great stuff that's going on. 

A foggy Mount Mansfield 
summit, 2003. 

Renewing is Easy 
The club is always looking for ways 

to make it easy for members to keep 
their memberships current. There are 
three ways to renew: 

• Mail in the renewal notice you 
receive each year. 

• Renew online at www.green 
mountainclub.org. 

• Call the GMC at (802) 244-7037. 

Whatever way works best for you, 
please choose to renew! Your mem
bership dues will immediately be put 
to work maintaining the Long Trail 
and advocating for hiking opportuni
ties throughout Vermont. 

Thank you for your ongoing mem
bership in the Green Mountain Club! 
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Membership Primer 
Total members: 8,616 
At-large members: 5,608 
Section members: 3,008 

GMC Sections: The club's fourteen 
sections maintain specific segments of 
the Long Trail and other trails. A 
section directory with locations and 
contact information is printed in each 
issue of the Long Trail News. Please 
turn to page 20 for the section 
directory. 

Voting: GMC members play an 
important role in shaping the policies 
and direction of the club. According to 
the Green Mountain Club bylaws, 
every dues-paying member (excluding 
nonprofit and business levels) is 
granted voting rights. Active members 
at the individual level are granted one 
vote. Active members at the family 
level are granted up to four votes. 

Benefits 
Your GMC membership entitles you 
to some great discounts! Not only do 
you benefit by knowing that you sup
port Vermont's Long Trail System, but 
you also receive: 

•The club's membership quarterly, 
the Long Trail News 

•Discounts on all James P. Thylor 
Winter Series events 

•Discounts on GMC workshops 
•Discounts on GMC publications and 

on all other books, T-shirts, and mer
chandise sold at the club's Marvin B. 
Gameroff Hiker Center and at 
www.greenmountainclub.org 

• GMC membership card 
• GMC decal 

Discounts on Camping & Lodging 

Brewster River Campground, 
Jeffersonville. Ask for GMC discount 
on tent sites. Open May to October. 
(902) 644-2126. 

Green Mountain Inn , Stowe. Fifty per
cent off main inn rooms, twenty-five 
percent off main inn suites and club
house rooms. Based on availability, 
not available during holiday periods 
and fall. 

Highland Lodge, Caspian Lake, Greens
boro. Tun percent off regular room 
rates and meals year-round. Ten per
cent off cross-country ski day pass. 
(802) 533-2647 or www.highland 
lodge.com. 

Membership Levels: Members choose to join at different levels; 

this offers them an opportunity to contribute above the standard 

membership dues of $30 for individuals and $40 for families. 

Individual: $30 

Family (includes children under 18): $40 

Senior (70 or older)/Volunteer/Student/Limited income: $20 

Sponsor (Individual or Family): $45 

Defender (Individual or Family) : $70 

Protector (Individual or Family): 

Life Membership (Individual): 

Dual Life Membership (1Wo people): 

Nonprofit or Youth Group: 

Business or Corporation: 
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$100 

$750 

$1,000 

$40 

$100 

The Stagecoach Inn , Waterbury. 
'IWenty percent off standard rates 
(except special seasons). (800) 262-
2206 or www.oldstagecoach.com. 

WilloughVale Inn on Lake Willoughby, 
Westmore. 'IWenty-five percent off 
regular rates on standard inn rooms, 
Sunday through Thursday from 
mid-October to mid-June, based on 
availability during nonholiday, 
nonpeak times. (800) 594-9102 or 
www.willoughvale.com. 

The Arbor, Stowe. Fifteen percent off 
rooms, based on availability during 
nonholiday, nonpeak times. (802) 
253-4772 or www.arborinnstowe.com. 

Discounts at Businesses & Stores 

Bolton Nordic Center, Bolton. 'IWenty
five percent off ski and snowshoe 
full-day passes. Tun percent off 
rentals. (802) 434-3444 or www.bolton 
valley.com. 

Mad River Glen , Waitsfield. Members 
ski half-price during GMC weekend 
every January. www.madriverglen. 
com. 

Eastern Mountain Sports Club Day 
(twice per year). 'IWenty percent off 
of anything in the store, nationwide. 
www.ems.com. 

Haymaker Card & Gift, Morrisville. Ten 
percent off Haymaker Press products 
only. (888) 888-3133 or www.hay 
makerpress.com. 

Hazen's Notch Association , Mont
gomery Center. Area use fee $5 per 
day. (802) 326-4799 (ski center 9-5), 
(802) 326-4789 (office/evenings), 
hazens@sover.net. 

Outdoor Gear Exchange, Burlington. 
Tun percent off anything in the store, 
year-round. (888) 547-GEAR or 
www.gearx.com. 

Stowe Action Outfitters, Stowe. From 
Memorial Day weekend until 
Columbus Day weekend, fifteen 
percent discount on hiking supplies 
only (excluding all sale items). 
(800) 253-7302 or www.action 
outfitters.com. 



R 
alsed in the shadow of Camel's Hump, Vermont pho

tographer Alden Pellett has published Images In maga-

. zlnes like Time. Newsweek, 5}</lng, and Vermont Life, and 

:'.neWSJ:!apers. including The New York Times and the Boston 

Globe. ·As a photojournalist he has covered everything from war

torn Kosovo to maple sugaring in Vermont. 

The Green Mountain Club ts fortunate that one of Alden's 

enduring· passlans has been traveling in (and photographing) 

mou talns. In the .mld-nlReties, Alden began donating spectacular 

Images from his portfolio to the club for use in GMC publications. 

Take a look at any Long Trail News, annual report, or club 

brochure, and you'll notice his- phata credits scattered throughout. 

I had the opportunity to talk with Alden about mountaineering, 

photography, and his work for the Associated Press over a cup 

of coffe~ at Speede[ and Earl's in Burlington on a gray afternoon 

this P<;3$1: April. 
- Katy Klutznick 

Above: Nirvana for Alden: Ice climbing in the Canadian Rockies this March. 
Photo by Ian Osteyee, Adirondack Mountain Guides, Keene, New York. 

Inset: On vacation at the Mayan ruins of Tulum, Mexico. 

Tell me about your first 
hiking experience. 

My first real hiking experience was 
hiking up Camel's Hump when I was 
around five years old. 

Do you remember it well? 
I've seen pictures of me standing on 

Camel's Hump, with a crew cut and 
everything. I remember flashback 
visuals. I sort of remember what the 
trail was like back then because it had 
such an impact on me-the smells 
and all that. I was always running. My 
parents couldn't tie me down. I was 
just running ahead and back like a 
dog, up and down the trail. 

How did you begin donating 
photographs to the club? 

I was trying to make it as a photog
rapher and didn't have time to work 
on trails, but I felt like I wanted to. I 
wanted to help somehow and that was 
how I ended up doing it. I had gotten 
an assignment to shoot something for 
Vermont Life magazine and I ran into 
[former GMC Director of Communica
tions] Sylvia Plumb and I was like, 
well, I've got a lot of photos and that 
was how GMC started using them. 

Did your experiences in the mountains 
as a child inform your decision to 
become a professional photographer? 

No, It was totally odd how that hap
pened. I was working up at Smugglers' 
Notch and I had a little camera that 
my dad had given me-a 35mm that 
had apertures and shutter speeds. I 
learned the mechanics of photography 
with that. I was also taking classes in 
environmental studies at Johnson 
State College. That was what came out 
of being on the Long Trail; I thought I 
wanted to be a biologist so I could 
spend time outside. Eventually, I real
ized that biologists actually spend 
more time indoors doing research, 
and I didn't want to spend my time at 
a desk. Around that time, there was a 
fire at Smugglers' and my camera 
burned and I lost a lot of skis and 
other stuff. So I got a little money and 
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I thought, I'm gonna get a nice cam
era at least! Then I started shooting 
and my brother said, "Hey, you take 
really good pictures. Why don't you 
try doing that for a living." And I 
thought, hey, yeah, that's a good idea! 

What were you shooting then? 
Friends skiing off the top of Mount 

Mansfield and fishing and stuff I liked 
to do. I had planned to go to Chicago 
for a big workshop on photography 
and how to make a living doing it. 
Meanwhile, I had made a couple of 
submissions to Vermont Life and 
almost got published. That gave me 
the guts to call them and ask if I could 
bring some photos by to get their 
opinion. When I went in they hap
pened to be doing a story on the old
time skiers who had cut trails on 
Mansfield and I had the perfect pic
tures. They said, "You don't need to go 
to Chicago, you're already taking good 
pictures and we're going to use some. 
You just need to get out there and 
shoot more." And that was it. Instead 
of spending fifteen hundred bucks on 
a workshop in Chicago, I made a few 
hundred bucks. And from there on it 
was the road to poverty and success! 

Have you always taken photos 
of outdoor subjects? 

Yeah, but I also got into photojour
nalism. I blew my knee out at Smug
glers', so I had to get another job. I got 
a job at a camera store in Burlington. I 
kept on shooting in my free time, but 
that put me closer to some guys who 
were working at the Free Press and 
Rob Swanson, who was with the Van
guard Press, a weekly paper. Rob used 
to come by the store-that guy can 
find a good shot in an empty parking 
lot! Eventually, he asked if I wanted 
to shoot something-gave me an 
assignment. I liked that idea because I 
was a bit shy back then and that 
forced me to approach people. I had 
to go up and say, "Hi, I'm Joe photog
rapher"; you couldn't just go up to 
people and photograph them without 
first saying something. 

What was the assignment? 

I don't even remember what it was. 
The second one I had was a feature 
story about a bedridden guy who had 
tried to kill himself more than once 
and the social issues around that. I 
went to his home to photograph him. 
It was really dismal. It was pretty 
rough. 

Did that inspire you to continue 
with photojournalism? 

It made me realize that was my 
responsibility. If I can go out and 
make a living taking pictures of the 
wonderful outdoors, then I should be 
doing this, too. It's my responsibility 
as a journalist and photographer to do 
that. 

Is that why you work for 
the Associated Press? 

Initially it was. Tu me, that's more 
serious photography. Wildlife photog
raphers would kill me for saying this, 
but to me that is selfish-to want to 
just hang out in the woods and take 
pictures of birds. I'm not saying it's 
not work but ... 

Initially, my thing was like I'm 
going to go shoot this beautiful sun
rise from a mountaintop. That's shar
ing it with someone who may never 
make it there, so it is important to do 
that, too. But at some point if that's all 
you do, you've sort of crossed a line. 
At some point aren't you just playing? 

Where do see yourself going 
as a photographer? 

Oh, definitely getting into the 
paparazzi [laughing]-better money 
and a lot more exciting, although 
someone might harm you physically! 

I like to do a big mix of everything. 
I guess I'd like to do more serious 
photojournalism for a while. I'm torn 
thinking about the idea of going to 
Iraq right now. It's dangerous. And 
there's something to be said for self
preservation. But I have my opinions 
about what's going on over there, and 
I'd like to draw attention to it. I think 
a lot of what happens gets filtered out. 
It might be worthwhile to get a few 
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pictures in some regional papers. That 
might be all I could do, but it might 
make a difference. 

What do the Green Mountains 
mean to you? 

I think they define Vermont in a 
way. There are farms and rural Ver
mont and then there are the Green 
Mountains. Vermont is defined by the 
two. I'm glad they never put in that 
highway from one end to the other. 
That's one of the things I can't stand 
about the Blue Ridge Mountains. With
out the road they'd be a lot wilder. 

Do the Green Mountains feel wild to you? 
Not really any more. They've been 

encroached on. And you can really 
tell when you get on the summit of 
Camel's Hump and you think back 
twenty-five years ago and now you're 
like, whoa, there's a house through 
the woods down there. 

But the trails have grown in a lot, 
too. I hiked a lot of the Long Trail as a 
kid (never hiked the whole thing in 
one stretch), and I remember distinct
ly hiking through farm fields and 
those just aren't there anymore-hik
ing through the cow pastures and 
shutting the gates behind you. And 
hiking along the ridgelines where you 
could see through-the trees have 
really grown up. 

Are you always looking for a great photo 
opportunity when you're out hiking? 

I don't take a camera every time I 
go out on the Long Trail. I don't want 
it to end up being work. Although, I 
was on the Appalachian Trail once 
and saw the most phenomenal view 
and I was practically screaming 
because I didn't have a camera. I had 
left it only a mile or so down the trail; 
it had been drizzling when I left so 
there was no reason to bring it-I was 
just going to the summit and back. It 
cleared just as I came out of the 
woods-a phenomenal sunset. 

So you missed it? 

I didn't miss it. I just missed it on 
film. tl' 



Camps in the Kingdom 
Story and photos by Jean Haigh 

F
or many years I had been an 
at-large member of the Green 
Mountain Club. In June of 
2000, I was invited to join 
the brand-new Northeast 

Kingdom Section. I had never been 
drawn to club gatherings, but the 
opportunity to participate in the 
development of new hiking trails in 
the Champion Lands was just too 
compelling to resist. Of course, once 
I joined, I discovered this new 
section offered far more than trail 
building. 

Over the past four years I have 
developed new friendships with 

Hadsel Mares Camp 

people who have similar interests 
and philosophies and a true appreci
ation of the mountains and hills of 
the Northeast Kingdom. We have 
adopted and maintained trails in the 
Willoughby State Forest and points 
north; we have restored the historic 
fire tower on Bald Mountain; we 
have conducted workshops, created 
the Corridor Management Plan for 
the Champion Lands, led outings, 
and we are hosting the 2004 annual 
meeting of the Green Mountain Club 
this June. 

But perhaps the most magical of 
all is the club's recent acquisition of 
the Wheeler Pond Camps in Barton, 
Vermont and our section's participa
tion in this new venture. 

The Camps 
Located on the western boundary 

of the Willoughby State Forest, the 
Wheeler Pond Camps are two rustic 
cabins, known as the Hadsel Mares 
Camp and the Beaver Dam Camp. 
They are located on the Wheeler 
Mountain Road five miles south of 
Barton. The road to the camps is 
accessible year-round and ends at 
Wheeler Mountain, a favorite local 
climbing and hiking area. The camps 
rest on the banks of Wheeler Pond in 
a fairly remote area with much 
wildlife, including lots of Moose. 

Both camps have bunk space for 
six; they have no power or 
running water, and each has a 
wood stove, with wood supplied 
throughout the year. There is one 
privy, which will be replaced in 
the near future. Both camps have 

wonderful front porches with great 
views of Moose and Wheeler Moun
tains. The camps sit on 1. 75 acres on 
two adjacent parcels. Only one other 
private camp is situated on the 
pond, and the land surrounding the 
pond is owned by the state. 

Hiking opportunities abound. 
There is a lovely trail around Wheeler 
Pond and another trail adjacent to 
the pond outlet ending at a cascad
ing waterfall. The trailhead to Moose 
Mountain is on the east side of the 
pond and provides 22 miles of 
continuous hiking, linking Moose 
Mountain, Mount Hor, Mount Pisgah, 
Haystack Mountain, and Bald 
Mountain. 

A Generous Gift 
Executive Director Ben Rose called 

early last summer to inform the 
Northeast Kingdom Section that the 
Wheeler Pond Camps were going on 
the market. The camps had been 
owned and used as rental facilities 
by the Appalachian Mountain Club. 
AMC was selling them back to their 
previous owners, Chris Hadsel and 
Bill Mares, who held right of first 
refusal. Chris and Bill had decided to 
offer the camps to the GMC for an 
affordable price. 

Throughout the summer, section 
members met to inspect the camps, 
discuss the feasibility of the GMC 
assuming ownership, and to consider 
the implications and responsibilities 
involved with maintaining the camps 
and continuing to rent them to 



members and friends. Toward the end 
of summer, Chris and Bill offered the 
camps to the club as a gift, free of 
charge. 

The Northeast Kingdom Section was 
in full support of accepting this 
generous offer, and began preparing a 
presentation for the fall quarterly 
meeting of the GMC Board of Directors. 
One of the concerns about taking on 
this new project was that the club 
would be entering into the rental busi
ness, which was unfamiliar territory. At 
the board meeting, the Northeast King
dom Section was asked to develop a 
management plan for the camps and to 
prepare a presentation for the next 
board meeting in January 2004. 

During the fall, section members, 
Chris and Bill, and other friends made 
visits to the camps for planning, clean 
up, and to bring in wood for the win
ter. GMC Secretary Michael Chernick 
and I met to create the management 
plan, working and reworking drafts. 
Ben Rose and Field Supervisor Pete 
Antos-Ketcham provided much
appreciated assistance. Mark and 
Brenda Pockell, Appalachian Mountain 
Club registrars for the camps (who plan 
to continue as registrars), provided 
financial information and historical 
background. It was truly a collaborative 
effort. 

The GMC board voted unanimously to 
accept title to the two camps at the 
January meeting. The camp titles were 
transferred to the GMC late in February 
and the camps were opened for rental 
the first of March. The first campers 
arrived on March 5 and the Pockells 
have already received reservations 
through the coming winter holiday 
season. 

A Wheeler Pond Camps Committee 
has been formed to manage the camps. 
This will include monthly visits and at 
least four work days each year for 
cleaning and maintenance. 

On a rainy but beautiful day in early 
April, section members Patty and Gary 
Aubin and I made it all official by 

hanging elegant handmade GMC signs 
that had been donated by talented 
woodworker and GMC volunteer Al 
Fiebig. 

Fond of the Pond 
The Wheeler Pond Camps offer a 

unique opportunity for members of the 
Green Mountain Club and friends to 

Camp Storie§ 

R
ecently, Chris Hadsel told me 
about a journal that outlines the 
history of Beaver Dam Camp. The 

journal was compiled by JoAnne 
Sweeny Gaffney, the granddaughter of 
Amy and Earl Fisk, the first owners of 
the camp. It consists of Letters writ
ten by Amy Fisk to her six children 
and records the history of the camp 
from the purchase of the Land in 1959 
to the selling of it to Chris Hadsel 
and Bill Mares in 1973. The journal 
contains many wonderful stories. 

The Land was deeded to Earl Fisk on 
July 10, 1959 by Edna Orcutt as 
payment for surveying work done for 
her by Earl. Lumber for the Fisk camp 
came from the Sawyer house in 
Barton, which was being torn down 
for the new post office. It consisted 
of about 15,000 feet of board and 
also included windows, doors, stairs, 
cupboards, and chimney tiles. The 
road into the pond was bulldozed in 
May of 1961. The Fisk family had used 
the Land for picnics and family out
ings since its purchase. The whole 
family worked on the camp over the 
years using recycled materials. Mean
while, on November 22, 1961, Earl 
Fisk purchased additional Land from 
Edna Orcutt, which included the right
of-way to the camp. The adjoining 
camp, now known as the Hadsel Mares 
Camp, was owned by Clyde Creaser. 

Amy and Earl Fisk, 1950. 
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spend time in a remote and wild area, 
with a beautiful and intimate land
scape. Thank you to the GMC board for 
supporting the acquisition of the 
camps and to Chris Hadsel and Bill 
Mares for their very generous gift. I 
know I am thrilled and grateful for this 
incredible opportunity. ,p 

Each of the Wheeler Pond Camps sleeps six people. 
Nightly rates are $30 per cabin for GMC members, 
$45 per cabin for nonmembers. For reservations, 
contact Mark and Brenda Pockell at (781) 986-6762. 

The Letters describe a very close
knit family with a Love of the camp 
and the Land. Amy Fisk mentions tasty 
meals prepared on the cook stove, 
ham and eggs cooked outside on hot 
stones, swimming in the pond and 
clearing the Land, fishing for rainbow 
trout and picking bushels of apples. 
She talks about making do, caring for 
the Land, and most of all Loving 
Wheeler Pond. 

Earl Fisk died in June of 1967. In 
November of 1973, the family sold the 
camp to Chris and Bill, who had pur
chased the Creaser camp the previous 
year. 

Green Mountain Club members and 
friends are honored to continue caring 
for and enjoying such a special place. 



In the Backyanl and Beyond 
Craig 0. Burt, We Lived in 
Stowe.· A Memoir (Middlebury, 
Vt.: Ranch Camp Publishers, 
2003). 229 pp., illus. 
$29.95 hardcover. 

C 
raig Burt's posthu
m ously published 
m e moir is about our 

backyard. With the 1992 move 
from rented quarters in Mont
pelier, the GMC became a 
resident of Waterbury Center. 
What was the neighborhood 
like before we came? 

Craig 0. Burt can tell you. 
Born in 1882 in Waterbury 

-.. 
Center, he lived most of his life in 
Stowe until he died in 1965. Because 
he lost his mother at age eleven, he 
grew up spending considerable time 
with his maternal grandparents, the 
Mays, on the Waterbury-Stowe Road. 

Burt's father also died young, oblig
ing the son to quit Norwich University 
before he could graduate, and to go to 
work for his uncle, Charles E. Burt. 
The Burt men were entrepreneurs 
with a hand in numerous business 
ventures: stagecoach and livery, 
farming, road building, storekeeping, 
lumbering, and the Waterbury-Stowe 
electric railroad, to mention a few. Of 
particular interest to GMCers, are the 
once extensive land holdings of the 
Burt Lumber Company on Mansfield, 
Spruce Peak, and in the Worcester 
Range, much of it now preserved by 
The Nature Conservancy. 

Burt, an avid outdoorsperson, 
helped to clear the Long nail on 
Mount Mansfield in 1911. He also 
played a major role in turning Stowe 
into a tourist destination. One of the 
first to see the economic potential of 
skiing, Burt converted the family's 
logging camp in Ranch Valley into an 
overnight facility where guests could 
stay for $2, breakfast included. In 
1934, 544 skiers checked in. 

We Lived in Stowe is full of interest
ing stories and colorful personalities. 

1111 me srm 01 1111 u uuMn 

IOIH MDUNTAIH DIVISION ANO THE 
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It is not a polished account: the editor 
chose to tread lightly, allowing some 
awkward sentences and repetitions to 
remain. But the unaffected voice of 
the "Maharajah of Stowe" comes 
through loud and clear. 

- Reidun D. Nuquist 
Reidun Nuquist of the Montpelier Section 
has a special interest in Vermont history 
and is a frequent contributor to the Long 
nail News. 

McKay Jenkins, The Last Ridge: The 
Epic Story of the U.S. Anny's 10th 
Mountain Division and the Assault on 
Hitler's Europe (New York: Random 
House, 2003). 294 pp., maps, illus. 
$25.95 hardcover. 

F
our prominent New England 
skiers were g<ithered about the 
fire.side at a lodge near Man

chester, Vermont on a bitter cold 
February night in 1940. They were 
discussing how Finland had stalled a 
massive invasion of their country by 
the Soviet Union by using the winter 
weather to their advantage. The 
upshot of these discussions was that 
the skiers, led by Charles M. "Minnie" 
Dole, were able to convince the U.S. 
Army to establish what eventually 
became known as the lO'h Mountain 
Division. 

McKay Jenkins has ingeniously 
taken the stories of individual soldiers 

who trained and fought with 
this division and has woven 
these stories into the strategic 
account of American 
participation in World War II. 

The 101h Mountain Division 
was unique because of the 
large civilian element involved 
with recruitment, plans, and 
training. The National Ski 
Patrol system actively sought 
out skiers and mountaineers to 
fill the ranks and developed a 
screening system to select the 
most highly qualified appli-
cants. Prominent men like Bob 

Bates, Paul Petzoldt, Vilhjalmur 
Stefansson, Bradford Washburn, and 
many others were involved with 
research, development, and training 
as were veterans of the Finnish 
campaign and Norwegians escaped 
from the German invasion. 

Jenkins does a splendid job of 
explaining how the division was 
assembled, bit-by-bit, starting with 
Fort Lewis, Washington; the strange 
account of the 'invasion' of Kiska; 
seemingly endless training in 
Colorado and Tuxas; and finally the 
combat service in northern Italy 
where the war ended on May 2, 1945. 

Jenkins has made good use of the 
lO'h Mountain Division Resource 
Center at the Denver Public Library. 
His work is completely documented 
with footnotes, and the book includes 
an extensive bibliography and index. 
And to top this all off, his writing 
style is most engaging. 

- Bill Osgood 
Bill Osgood is a longtime GMC member 
and an active member of the History and 
Archives Committee. 

Also of Interest: Michael Sherman, Gene 
Sessions, and P. Jeffrey Potash, Freedom 
and Unity: A History of Vermont (Barre, Vt.: 
Vermont Historical Society, 2004). 730 pp., 
illus., maps. $34.95 hardcover, $24.95 
paperbound. Long-awaited state history. 
Mentions Long Trail in first paragraph of 
Chapter 1 and later. 
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March in Manchester 

O
n March 20, 2004, the Green 
Mountain Club Board of 
Directors journeyed to the 

Zion Episcopal Church in Manchester 
for its quarterly meeting. 

The Budget 
GMC Tteasurer Walter Pomroy 

reviewed income and expenditures for 
the fiscal year, which ended on April 
30, 2004. He informed the board that 
the fiscal year would likely conclude 
with a small deficit. On the positive 
side, Executive Director Ben Rose 
noted that a major membership 
appeal would be mailed in April, and 
that some income had already been 
received from the Wheeler Pond 
Camps [see story on page 16]. The 
board examined the Budget and 
Finance Committee's proposal for the 
fiscal year 2005 budget. The budget, 
in comparison with fiscal year 2004, 
assumes an $11,000 increase in 
income and a $2,000 decrease in total 
expenses. 

Additional income sources include 
revenue from sales of the recently 
published end-to-end map of the Long 
Ttail and a new membership solicita
tion that Chittenden Bank will enclose 
with customer statements twice in the 
coming year. 

Expenses will be reduced, in part, 
by not staffing the Hiker Center at 
headquarters on Sundays, although it 
may be opened with volunteers on a 
few traditionally busy Sundays. The 
budgets for publication of the Long 
Trail News and annual report were 
reduced. 

On a motion of the Budget and 
Finance Committee, the board 
approved the committee's recom
mended fiscal year 2005 budget of 
$1,127,145, with a projected surplus 
of $159. 

Headquarters Planning 
Eric Seidel, reporting for the 

Headquarters Planning Committee, 

presented a proposed three-phase 
headquarters construction plan. The 
first phase would be a $750,000 basic 
building to replace the south barn. 
The second phase would consist of a 
connecting structure to the current 
Herrick Office Building, which would 
be either replaced or rebuilt in the 
third phase. 

Centennial Capital Campaign 
Committee, or "C4" 

Kim Simpson, chair of the Centen
nial Capital Campaign Committee, 
which is charged with developing a 
fundraising campaign to finance both 
the headquarters construction projects 
and an expanded endowment in 
preparation for GMC's second centu
ry, addressed the board. At the Sep
tember board meeting, the committee 
hopes to present a more detailed 
financing proposal for the first phase 
of headquarters construction. 

GMC President Andrew Nuquist 
explained the benefits of hiring a 
professional fundraising consultant 
before embarking on a multimillion 
dollar campaign that goes beyond the 
costs of the first phase of construc
tion. Director of Development Bob 
Lincoln reported that responses to a 
request for proposals from potential 
consultants were due by March 31. A 
GMC leadership retreat, including 
section leaders, intended to review 
centennial campaign-related issues is 
tentatively planned for November 13, 
2004. 

Bylaws and Nominations 
Nominating Committee Chair Mary 

Lou Recor presented two possible 
bylaws changes to the board for con
sideration. The first would allow club 
members to vote in the annual gener
al directors election by electronic 
ballot. The second would permit the 
election of a treasurer who is not a 
current or past board member. GMC's 
bylaws may be amended either by 
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unanimous vote of the board of 
directors or by a two-thirds vote of the 
general membership. Although both 
amendment proposals were supported 
by a majority of the board, neither 
was supported unanimously. Accord
ingly, both proposals will be present
ed to the general membership for 
consideration at annual meeting on 
June 12. See page 24 for a "Notice of 
Proposed Bylaw Amendments." 

The Nominating Committee pro
posed the following slate of officers 
for 2004-2005: President Andrew 
Nuquist, Vice President Richard 
Windish, Secretary Michael Chernick, 
and Tteasurer Bill Lyons. 

Mortgage Payment 
On a motion from the Budget and 

Finance Committee, the board unani
mously approved paying off the bal
ance of the mortgage on the former 
McCain property ( 48 acres adjacent to 
headquarters at the Waterbury Center 
campus), from insurance proceeds 
received after the south barn fire. 

Motion of Appreciation 
On an enthusiastic and unanimous 

vote, the board adopted a motion 
thanking outgoing treasurer Walter 
Pomroy for his six years of dedicated 
service as GMC treasurer. Andrew 
Nuquist also expressed thanks to 
immediate past GMC President Marty 
Lawthers and Education Committee 
Chair Pam Ahlen, who are concluding 
their terms on the board. 

- Michael Chernick 

2004 Board Meetings 
-Saturday, June 12, 11:30 A.M. 

at annual meeting in East Burke. 

-Saturday, September 18, time 
and location to be announced. 



Green Mountain Club 
Section Directory 
Bennington 
Maintenance: Harmon Hill to Glastenbury Mountain 
President: Timothy Marr. Phone: (802) 442-3469 

E-mail: timjulie@adelphia.net 
Web site: www.sover.net/ N sbwhipsk/ gmc/index.html 

Brattleboro 
Maintenance: Winhall River to Vt. 11/30 
President: Dorothy MacDonald. Phone: (802) 257-7657· 

E-mail: dotmike2@adelphia.net ' 
Web site: www.brattleborogmc.com 

Bread Loaf 
Location: Middlebury area 
Maintenance: Sucker Brook Shelter to 

Emily Proctor Shelter 
President: Mary Williams. Phone: (802) 453-5473 
Web site: www.geocities.com/yosemite/troop/1914/ 

Burlington 
Maintenance: Jonesville to Smugglers' Notch 
President: Sue Girouard. Phone: (802) 644-5941; 

E-mail: ljiro@sover.net 
Web site: www.naturecompass.org/gmcburlington 

Connecticut 
Location: Hartford, Connecticut 
Maintenance: Glastenbury Mountain to Arlington

West Wardsboro Road 
President: Carol A. Langley. Phone: (860) 621-2860; 

E-mail: cosmicall 4@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.conngmc.com 

Killington 
Location: Rutland area 
Maintenance: Vt. 140 to Tucker-Johnson Shelter 
President: Stephen T. Williams. Phone: (802) 645-9529; 

E-mail: voorburg@sover.net 
Web site: www.geocities.com/gmckillington/ 

Laraway 
Location: St. Albans area 
Maintenance: Vt. 15 to Vt. 118 
President: Scott Christiansen. Phone: (802) 524-4920 

E-mail: skcdac@adelphia.net 
Web site: www.emba.uvm.edu/ N erickson/ 

gmc/index/html 

Manchester 
Maintenance: Vt. 11/30 to Mad Tum Notch 
President: Philip Russell. Phone: (802) 325-3586; 

E-mail: philiprussell@vermontelnet 

Montpelier 
Maintenance: Bamforth to Jonesville and 

Smugglers' Notch to Chilcoat Pass 
President: Bill Clark. Phone: (802) 253-5028; 

E-mail: BCMClark@aol com 
Web site: www.gmcmontpelier.org 

Northeast Kingdom 
Location: Northeast Kingdom 
President: Patty Aubin. Phone: (802) 748-9344; 

E-mail: pattyaubin@hotmail.com 
Web site: www.nekgmc.org 

Northern Frontier 
Location: Montgomery 
Maintenance: Hazen's Notch to Journey's End 
President: Ferdinand Lauffer. Phone: (802) 933-4252; 

E-mail: flauffer@missisquoi.kl2.vt.us 

Ottauquechee 
Location: Upper Valley, and New Hampshire 
Maintenance: U.S. 4 to Maine Junction; 

Appalachian Ttail: Maine Junction to Vt. 12 
President: Robert Tucker. Phone: (802) 457-2152; 

E-mail: rgtucker@sover.net 
Web site: http:/ /lab.dartmouth.edu: 16080/ 

gmc-o-section/ 

Sterling 
Location: Morrisville/Stowe/Johnson 
Maintenance: Chilcoat Pass to Vt. 15 
President: John Lepinski. Phone: (802) 888-5045 

Worcester 
Location: Worcester, Massachusetts 
Maintenance: Arlington-West Wardsboro Road 

to Winhall River 
President: Stanton Whitman. Phone: (508) 853-3751 

.............................................................................................................................................. , 

Ottauquechee 

T
he Ottauquechee Section was 
established on May 8, 1979. 
At that time, about half of the 

members came from the Springfield 
area and half from Woodstock. Since 
the first meeting took place at the 
Woodstock Recreation Center and 
most outings started from there, we 
decided to name the new section after 
the river that flows through that town. 

At the end of May 1979, thirty-one 
individuals and families were listed on 
the membership roster. A third of 
them are still with us today: Iris 
Berezin, Preston Bristow, Will and 
Jane Curtis, Tum Debevoise, Ken 
Hatch, Thelma Jillson, Paul Magoon, 
Ronnie and Malcolm Morgan, and 
Don Whitney. 

The number of individual and fami
ly memberships has grown to around 
200, and the average age is somewhat 
higher. Our activities still mostly 
follow the suggestions made at that 
very first meeting: day hikes, bicycle 
trips, canoe outings, cross-country 
skiing, and snowshoe walks. Rope 
climbing instruction, caving, winter 
camping, and overnight hikes never 
really caught on. 

We have faithfully carried out our 
responsibility of maintaining the sec
tion of Appalachian Trail assigned to 
us, and the work days really deserve 
their name. Miles of trails have been 
rerouted away from roads, extending 
our AT section from 18 to 22 miles; 
shelters have been moved, removed, 
repaired, and built anew. Blazes need 
to be touched up, waterbars cleaned 
out, and trees and branches that have 
fallen across the trail during winter 
storms have to be cleared. 

Whatever the activity, participants 
always help each other, and the "0" 
Section has become an important part 
of the lives of many of us in the 
Upper Valley. 

- Inge 'IJrebitz 

Members of the Ottauquechee 
Section were saddened to learn of the 
death of Phil Woodbury on December 

28, 2003 in Amherst, Massachusetts at 
the age of ninety-four. Phil joined the 
club in 1975 and the "O" Section in 
1979, where he took a very active part 
in all of the section's activities. He 
was adopter of Old Job Shelter for 
many years. He hiked the LT end-to
end, the AT from Vermont to Maine, 
and all the 4,000 footers in Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Maine, as well 
as a few in New York State. He was 
made an honorary life member of the 
GMC in 1992 and received the Roy 0. 
Buchanan award in 1996. 

I had the good fortune of going on 
camping trips to Maine and the White 
Mountains, where Phil taught me 
good camping and hiking skills. He 
was always the first one awake at 
camp with breakfast cooked and ready 
for the rest of us. He will be missed. 

- Don Whitney 
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Worcester 

M
any GM volunteers through
out the Northeast are pas
sionate abou t the Long ·n-ail 

and take great pride in what we have 
accomplished, both as trail maintain
ers and in our protection efforts. 

Now, Worcester Section members 
are involved in an effort to promote 
and protect the Midstate Trail in 
Massachusetts, utilizing our experi
ence gained through the Long Trail 
Protection Campaign. 

The Midstate Trail starts at the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts state 
line in Douglas, Mass. and continues 
north over Mount Wachusett to 
Mount Watatic in Ashburnham, Mass. 
on the New Hampshire line. Continu
ing trails connect to the Midstate on 
both the northern and southern ends 

of the trail. 
Some parts of the trail were 

built in the 1920s. The trail, as it 
exists today, was built in the 
seventies and eighties; it was dedi
cated inl985. GMC members 
played the lead role in bringing 
the Midstate Trail into existence 
as a long-distance hiking trail. 
Stan Whitman, president of the 
Worcester Section, is considered a 
trail giant for bringing the trial 
from a concept to a resource used 
annually by many. The late Bob 
Humes, former GMC president, 
and the late Leister Veille were 
both key players in the effort. 

The Midstate Trail traverses a 
number of state parks and reser
vations and also passes though 
small towns and backyards in cen
tral Massachusetts. Although in 
recent years 17 miles have been 
relocated to roads, there continue 
to be a number of undeveloped 
stretches of trail that provide 
important respite to city dwellers. 

Kimball Simpson, former GMC 
president and currently an officer 
in the American Hiking Society 
and chair of the GMC Centennial 
Capital Campaign Committee, is 
also active with the Midstate Trail. 

In addition to preliminary work on 
protection efforts, Simpson has taken 
part in an effort to host a series of 
National Trails Day events. 

Many GMC sections and members 
share their expertise with other trail 
organizations, most especially the 
Catamoi · t TI·ail Association and the 
Ascutn TI'.ails Association. Massa
ch usetts MCers are part of that 
proud tradition. 

Northern 
Frontier 

- Kate Donaghue 

T
his wintet; Norlhern Frontier 
Section Presic1ent Ferdinand 
Lauffer entered the Canadian 

Ski Marathon for the second year in 
row. He completed the two-clay, 
JOO-mile cross-country ski course in 
good time. Tu get Ln shape he rode his 
bike to and from work last fall at 
Missisquoi Valley Union High School 
where he teaches mathematics. In 
winter, each day after school he skied 
across the farm fields next to his 
home in West Berkshire. 

Section Vice President Ken White
head started his winter with a snow
shoe outing up Burnt Mountain with 
son Jamin. The deep snows of early 
December made for tough going. Ken 
and his wife Sharon visited the Merck 
Forest and Farmland Center in 
Rupert, Vermont. They enjoyed their 
spring visit so much that they plan to 
return with their kids next time. One 
of Ken's favorite mountains is Giant 
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Mountain in the Adirondacks. He 
says, "I like the feeling of being on a 
high mountain with steep rock cliffs 
and spectacular views of the High 
Peaks." Ken has climbed Giant Moun
tain three times and plans a return 
trip this summer with his family. He 
also intends to canoe the Green River 
Reservoir north of Morrisville. 

Don Peterson can tell you how 
much snow we had this past winter. 
That's because he spent six weeks 
snowshoeing in Johnson from early 
February until Tuwn Meeting Day in 
March. Don installed thousands of 
feet of pipeline for a maple sugaring 
operation that had a good winter. "It's 
a south-facing bush so we had lots of 
good runs," reports Don. "The shoeing 
was difficult, though, since with no 
thaw there was no base." Now He's 
restoring a canvas canoe that had 
been covered with a layer of fiber
glass. "Normally that kills a boat," says 
Don, "but I was able to peel the fiber
glass off and am steaming some new 
cedar ribs to replace the ones that had 
been broken." When he's done, he 
plans to take it to Norton Pond-one 
of his favorite places to canoe. 

Rolf Anderson led a group of nine 
up Burnt Mountain in a heavy snow 
squall in February. Louise and David 
Ransom caught up with the group 
near the summit where a moose had 
just been spotted a few minutes 
earlier. The Andersons and the Ran
soms are planning a canoe trip on the 
Missisquoi this summer. 

- Rolf Anderson 



:. Registration 
Contact GMC to register for workshops. 

Full payment by VISA, MasterCard, 
check, or cash is required. 

802.244. 703 7 
gmc@greenmountainclub.org 
www.greenmountainclub.org 
Route 100, Waterbury Center 

Cancellations and Refunds 
Refunds (minus a $5 processing fee) will be provided if 

cancellations are made prior to the registration deadline; 
cancellations made after the registration deadline will be 
refunded only if space is subsequently filled. GMC reserves 
the right to cancel a program at any time, in which case a 
full refund will be provided. Participants must be at least 

sixteen years old or accompanied by an adult. 

GMC EDUCATION WORKSHOPS 

Outdoor Travel Skills 
SOLO Wilderness First Aid 
THURSDAY, fUNE 10, & FRIDAY, fUNE 11, 
9:00 A .M. -5:00 P.M 

GMC HEADQUARTERS, WATERBURY CENTER 

This sixteen-hour, hands-on course will pre
pare you to handle medical emergencies in 
the field. The focus is 
on prevention, recog
nition, and treatment 
of common back
country injuries and 
illnesses. Wilderness 
First Aid certification 
provided upon com
pletion. Recertifica
tion of WFR avail
able . Instructor: 
SOLO. Limit: 30. Fee: 
$135 members/$165 
nonmembers. Regis
ter by June 4. 

Introduction to 
Backpacking Weekend 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 9:00 A . M -
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 4:00 P.M. 

FRANK POST TRAIL, BELVIDERE 

Spend a night in the backcountry, acquiring 
the skills to plan your own adventures. We 
begin by showing you how to select gear, 
pack efficiently, and plan a good route. 
Then we hit the trail where you will learn 
map reading, outdoor cooking, and other 
backcountry practices. All meals and group 
gear provided. Distance: not to exceed 4 
miles per day or 2,000 feet elevation gain. 
Hike rating: moderate. Instructor: Val Stori. 
Limit: 8. Fee: $50 members/$60 nonmem
bers. Register by August 2. 

Third Saturdays 
for Women 

his is a series of hikes for women led by 
women. Each hike will take place on the 

third Saturday of the month from June 
through October. Learn hiking skills and 
Leave No Trace principles, be challenged 
physically, build confidence, and spend some 
time in the mountains. Hikes are free for 
GMC members (donations appreciated) and 
$10 for nonmembers. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 7:00 A .M. -7:00 P.M. 

MOUNT LAFAYETTE, N.H. 
(MEET AT GMC HEADQUARTERS) 

June is known as prime black fly season, 
but, more importantly, it is also when 
alpine flowers are in full bloom. We will 
climb 5.260-foot Mount Lafayette in the 
White Mountains with field guides in hand. 
We'll ascend the Old Bridle Path, follow the 
open Franconia Ridge south to Mount 
Lincoln (5,089 feet), then complete the 
loop by descending the Falling Waters Trail. 
Tutal distance: 8.8 miles. 

SATURDAY, JULY 17, 7:00 A .M -5:00 P.M. 

KILLINGTON PEAK 

(MEET AT UVM COMMUTER LOT, BURLINGTON) 

Vermont's second highest peak, 4,241-foot 
Killington Peak, has much to distinguish it: 
the highest shelter on the Long Trail, a ski 
area, communications towers, and a beauti
ful view of southern Vermont. We will see 
them all as we ascend via the Bucklin Trail 
to Cooper Lodge, then scramble the last 
quarter mile to the summit. Bring along a 
favorite poem or short reading to distract us 
from the summit's accumulation of objects. 
Tutal distance: 7.2 miles. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 

7:00 A .M. -7:00 P.M 

MOUNT MADISON, N.H. 
(MEETATGMC 

HEADQUARTERS) 

Mount Madison 
(5,367 feet) is the 
northernmost peak 
in New Hampshire's 
dramatic Presiden
tial Range. We will 
ascend via the 
Watson Path to the 
dependably windy 
and exposed sum
mit, then drop down 
to the Appalachian 
Mountain Club's 
Madison Hut for 
lunch. From there, 
we will descend on 
the Valley Way Trail. 
Tutal distance: 8.3 
miles. 
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Natural History Skills 

Day Hikers' Guide to Mushrooms 
SUNDAY, JULY 11, 8:00 A .M - 4:00 P.M , 

GMC HEADQUARTERS, WATERBURY CENTER 

Mushrooms abound in our northern woods 
yet they are seldom noticed under the wood
land canopy. Gain an appreciation for these 
amazing organisms by learning about mush
room anatomy, structure, and the basics of 
mushroom identification. Spend the morning 
indoors then head outdoors for the afternoon 
to find mushrooms in the field. Instructor: 
Cat Eich. Limit: 12. Fee: $8 members/$12 
nonmembers. Register by July 4. 

Long Trail News '! Summer 2 



Natural History Skills 

Day Hikers' Guide to Mushrooms 
SUNDAY, JULY 11, 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

GMC HEADQUARTERS, WATERBURY CENTER 

Mushrooms abound in our northern woods, 
yet they are seldom noticed under the wood
land canopy. Gain an appreciation for these 
amazing organisms by learning about mush
room anatomy, structure, and the basics of 
mushroom identification. Spend the morning 
indoors then head outdoors for the afternoon 
to find mushrooms in the field. Instructor: 
Cat Eich. Limit: 12. Fee: $8 members/$12 
nonmembers. Register by July 4. 

Trail Maintenance 

Sawyer Training and Certification 
TUESDAY, JUNE 8 & WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 

9.·00 A .M. -5:00 P.M. 

CENTRAL VERMONT 

Hosted by the 
Appalachian Tuai! 
Conference and 
GMC, this work
shop will focus on 
saw maintenance, 
sawyer safety, 
bucking, limbing, 
and limited 
felling. Certified 
sawyers will 
receive U.S. For
est Service certifi
cates and be able 
to saw on federal lands. This class is free for 
trail maintainers. Instructor: Peter Jensen. 
Limit: 10. Register by June 6. 

Family Outings 

Wilderness Area Trails 
SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 9:00 AM -5:00 P.M. 

SOUTHERN VERMONT 

Join the Bread Loaf Section and GMC field 
staff and learn the techniques for maintain
ing and sustaining hiking trails in wilderness 
areas. This is a great opportunity to turn 
wilderness advocacy into sweat equity and 
help hikers gain an appreciation both for 
wilderness and the subtle ways trails can 
enhance a visit to these areas. Instructors: 
Greg Western and Dave Scott. No fee. Regis
ter by June 16. 

The mantra of the Vermont Family Outings Program 
has been "Maki11g Mountains out of Molehills" 

since its inception in the mid-nineties. The program, 
founded by Joanna Turner Bisceglia, introduces the 
newest generation of Vermont hikers, infants to 
seven-year-olds, to the Green Mountain Club. Each 
outing aims to help kids observe the intricacies of 
nature and its creatures, enjoy the camaraderie of 
other outdoors-loving families, foster the basics of 
environmental stewardship, and work on the building 
blocks of a lifelong relationship with the Long 'Itail. 

The biweekly Friday morning hikes will feature 
easy walks that are conducive to little feet tramping 
along. During each event the group will enjoy pic
nic lunches together. Space is limited, so register 
early! The GMC is proud and excited to be offering 
this revitalized program for members and the public 
in 2004! Fee: Suggested donation of $5 per family 
per hike ($20 for a season's pass). All programs run 
from 9:30 A.M. to 12:30 r.M. 

May 21: Lake Iroquois, Hinesburg. 
Hike forested trails, then play by the shore. 

June 4: Audubon Nature Center, Huntington. 
Hike by a sugar shack, wetlands, and riverside. 

June 18: Shelburne Farms, Shelburne. 
Hike to the farmyard for a visit, then walk up to the knoll. 

July 2: Hope Davies Park, Waterbury Center. 
Hike through fields and forest to a brook, visiting a playground afterward. 

July 16: Audubon Nature Center, Upper Trails, Huntington. 
Hike upper trails to a cliff overlook and visit the nature center. 

July 30: Sterling Gorge, Stowe. 
Hike through the forest to the sounds and sights of falling water. 
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GMC EDUCATION WORKSHOPS 

Special Workshop 
Brick Oven Basics 
DATES ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT, 

CHECK THE WEB SITE OR CALL FOR MORE JNFORMATION 

GMC HEADQUARTERS, WATERBURY CENTER 

0 ver three weeke nd · in late spring and early sum
mer, thre · seminars will introduce you to the crafts 

of building, firing, and baking in a backyard brick oven. 
Bricks were salvaged from south barn chimney after 

last year's fire, and soon they will be transformed into a 
festival oven at club headquarters in Waterbury Center. 
Construction of the oven will commence when the 
ground has dried and will span three weekends of work 
and learning. Join local brick and stonemasons, oven 
builders, sourdough bread bakers, and foresters and 
learn by doing. 

Volunteers can help for an hour, a day, or the whole 
project. Learn how to dig a good hole, mix strong con
crete, and pick and carry stones from the fields. You 
can also learn how to mortar stone and make a brick 
arch, how to turn sourdough starter into bread and 
pizza dough, and how to sustainably salvage wood to 
fuel your oven. 

We plan to have the oven operational for the Second 
Annual Mountain Music Festival on July 10 (see page 5 
for details). Since this project is weather dependent, 
please check the Web site or call for exact dates. 

Come transform these bricks into a brick oven! 

Thanks! 
The Education Program is grateful to the following foundations 
for their generous support: International Paper Foundation, 
Kelsey Trust, and Guy Waterman Alpine Stewardship Fund for 
support of group outreach initiatives. Thanks to the Stratton 
Foundation for support of Vermont's Mountain Classroom, a 
teacher workshop in Southern Vermont. -JGD 

Does Yolllllr Company 
Do Matching Giifus? 

he club recently received a generous 

matching gift from IBM. They, along with 

many other companies, match employees' 

donations to nonprofit organizations, 

doubling the value of the gift. Why not 

check with the personnel office at your 

workplace to see if a matching gift program is available? 

Whether your gift is unsolicited, in response to one of 

our mailings, or you are renewing your membership, all 

support is eligible in most programs. All you need to do 

is request a matching gift form from your company, 

include it with your gift to GMC, and we'll take care of 

the rest. Double your giving and really help the club! 

Thank you. - BL 

Notice of Proposed Bylaw Amendments 
Pursuant to Article VII of the GMC bylaws (Amendments 

and Procedures), the members of the corporation shall have 
the power to amend the bylaws by a two-thirds vote at any 
meeting of the membership, provided that notice of the pro
posed action is given in the call for the meeting. 

Upon recommendation of the Nominating Committee and 
with support of the Executive Committee, GMC members are 
hereby notified that two bylaw amendments are proposed for 
consideration at the annual meeting on June 12, 2004: 

1. In Article III, Section 3.(b), to strike the words "soleyby 
mail ballot of" and add the word "by" in the second line, so 
that the sentence reads as follows: 

"General directors shall be elected annually by the voting 
members of the corporation." The purpose of this proposed 
amendment is to make it easier for members to vote by 
allowing for electronic voting, Members will also retain the 
option to use mail-in ballots. 

2. In Article IV, Section 4 (Eligibility), to rewrite the first 
sentence and add a new second sentence, the two sentences 
to read as follows: "The President, Vice President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer shall be voting members of the corporation. 
The President, Vice President, and Secretary must be current 
or past directors of the corporation." This proposed amend
ment removes the requirement that the Treasurer be a past or 
present member of the board, broadening the field of poten
tial candidates for this position in future to include all GMC 
members. 

- Mary Lou Recor, Nominating Committee Chair 

For a copy of GMC's bylaws, contact Katy Klutznick at exten
sion 19 or katy@greenmountainclub.org. 
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Contact GMC: (802) 244~703 7 
gmc@greenmountainclub.org 
www.greenmountainclub.org 

Most GMC outings are led by club volun
teers and are free of cost unless othe1w ise noted. All GMC 
members and the public are invited to attend outings, 
workshops, and events described in the calendar For out
door activities, prepare yourself with hiking equipment, 
foul weather gear; and enough food and water appropriate 
for the outing and weather conditions Tu attend an event 
and to obtain more details, contact the trip leader listed 

5/21: Family Outing: Lake 
Iroquois, Hinesburg. GMC 
Education Workshop. Fee. 
See page 23 for details, 
Contact GMC to register. 

5/22: Hike to lookout and 
Pinnacle on AT in Barnard. 
Killi ngton Section. Moder
ate, 5 miles, Sue Thomas, 
(802) 773-2185 . 

5/22: Hike Baldtop Mtn. from 
Bloodbrook Road in West 
Fairlee, Riverdell Trail. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
About 3 hours. Marcia 
Dunning, (802) 333-4340. 

5/22: Hike Woodland Trails in 
Trapp Family Lodge ski area. 
Turtle Outing. Jim & Jackie 
Lindenmeye1; (802) 
253-9364. 

5/23: Waterfalls Hike in 
Ausable Lakes Area, Adiron
dacks. Burlington Section . 
Moderate, 11 miles. Dot 
Myer, (802) 863-2433 or 
dotmyer@together.net. 

5/27: Hike to Spruce Peak. 
Manchester Section . Marge 
Fish , (802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net . 

5/29: Wildflower Hike to Abby 
Pond in Ripton . Bread Loaf 
Section. Moderate, 4 miles. 
Ave Haviland, (802) 
496-6677 

5129: Backroads Bike Ride in 
Charlotte. Burlington Sec
tion. Moderate, 28 miles. 

Fat tires required. Donna 
Leban, (802) 862-1901 or 
lightspd@adelphia.net. 

5/29: Hike on Pittsford Recre
ational Trails. Killington 
Section. Moderate, 5 miles. 
Ray Catozzi, (802) 773-3006. 

5/29: Bike Ride in Greensboro. 
Montpelier Section. Diffi
cult, 60 miles. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

5/29: Hike and Picnic on 
Mt. Ascutney with Ascutney 
Trails Association. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
Moderate. Joh n Beesley, 
(603) 795-2412. 

5/30: Hike at Little River State 
Park. Montpelier Section. 
Moderate, 10 miles. Fee. 
Thomas Weiss, (802) 
223-5603. 

5/31: Bike Ride in Derby Area. 
Montpelier Section. Moder
ate to difficu lt, 24 miles. 
Andrew & Re idun Nuquist, 
(802) 223-3550. 

JUNE 

6/1: Hike on AT over Mt. Cube 
from Rt. 25A to Quintown 
Road. Ottauquechee Sec
tion. Mode rate, 6. 1 miles. 
Barbara Whitman, (603) 
448-6434. 

614: Family Outing: Audubon 
Nature Center, Huntington. 
GMC Education Workshop. 
Fee. See page 23 for details. 
Contact GMC to register. 

6/5: Bike Montpelier to 
Warren. Montpelier Section. 
Paved and dirt roads. Diffi
cult, 50 miles. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035 

6/5-6: Backpack Division 1: 
North Adams to Vt. 9. 
Mont pelier Section. 
Diffi cult. Deb Kirchwey, 
(802) 496-7650. 

6/ 5&6: Bike Trails Weekend in 
Quebec around Lake 
Memphremagog. Burlington 
Section. Moderate, 40 miles 
first day, 20 miles second 
day Car camping available. 
Donna Leban, (802) 
865-2839 or lights pd@ 
adelphia .net. 

6/6: Long Trail Hike from 
Smugglers' Notch to Lamoille 
River. Burlington Section. 
Difficult, 15 miles. John 
Connell, (802) 899-2375. 

6/6: Hike to Amity Pond in 
Pomfret. Kill ington Section. 
Easy to moderate, 3 miles. 
Roma & Al Pulli ng, (802) 
773-6997. 

6/6: Bike Outing in 
Pomfret/Hartford Area. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
Moderate, 25 miles, Claude 
Janeway, (802) 295-7588. 

6/7: Working Landscape Walk. 
Montpelier Section. Explore 
the farms and forests on 
the Eas t Montpelier nail 
System. Hiking trails and 
dir t roads. Easy to moder
ate, 5-6 miles. Sylvia 
Plumb, (802) 229-6950 or 
summitseeker@pshift.com. 

6/8: Camping and Hiking for 
the Week in Mt. Greylock 
Area. Ottauquechee Section. 
Lynne Mille1; (802) 
785-4410. 

6/9: Evening Bike Ride. Mont
pelier Section. Loop from 
Montpelier through Maple 
Corner. Rolling hil ls, paved 
roads except for 2.5 miles. 
Moderate, 23 miles. Rick 
Molz and J ill Aspina ll , 
(802) 224-9980. 

6/ 9: Bike Grand Isle. Turtle 
Outing. Easy. Con nie Plun
kett, (802) 893-6663. 

6/10&11 : SOLO Wilderness 
First Aid. GMC Education 
Workshop. Fee. See page 22 
for details. Contact GMC to 
register. 

6/ 11-13: Green Mountain Club 
Annual Meeting in East 
Burke. See page 9 to regis
ter. Visit www.greenmoun 
tainclub.org for deta ils. 

6/ 12: Climb Mt. Jefferson in 
N.H. Burlington Section. 
Diffi cult, 12 miles Paul 
Houchens, (802) 658-1321. 
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6/12-1 3: Backpack Division 2: 
Vt. 9 to Stratton-Arlington 
Rd. Montpelier Section. 
Difficult. Deb Kirchwey, 
(802) 496-7650. 

6/ 13: Climb Mt. Moosilauke in 
N.H. Burlin gton Section. 
Moderate, 9 miles. Dot 
Myer, (802) 863-2433 or 
dotmyer@together.net. 

6/ 13: Bike Ride. Montpelier 
Section. Orange to Plain
fi eld. Paved and dirt roads. 
Easy to moderate, 20 miles. 
Priscilla Daggett, (802) 
454-1234. 

6/14: Hike "Park to Park" 
Loop. Montpelier Section. 
Hubbard and North Branch 
Parks. 3 hrs, but partici
pants can exit early. 
Moderate. Nancy Schulz, 
(802) 223-7035, 

6/15: Bike from North 
Thetford to Hanover, return 
on Rt. 10 and River Road in 
N.H. Ottauquechee Section. 
20 miles. John Beesley, 
(603) 795-2412. 

6/ 17: Hike Mt. Equinox. 
Manchester Section. Marge 
Fish, (802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net. 

6/18: Family Outing: 
Shelburne Farm, Shelburne. 
GMC Education Workshop. 
Fee. See page 23 for details. 
Contact GMC to registec 

6/ 19: Solstice Bike Ride. 
Brattleboro Section. Mostly 
fl at, 100 m iles. Dot 
MacDonald, (802) 257-7657. 

6/ 19: Day Hike for Beginner 
Backpackers. Burlington 
Section. Moderate, 5-7 
miles. Walter Lepuschenko 
and Brynne Lazarus, (802) 
849-6493. 

6/19: Third Saturdays for 
Women: Mount Lafayette. 
GMC Education Workshop. 
Hike this spectacular ridge
line in N.H. See page 22 for 
details. Contact GMC to 
register. 

6/ 19: Hike Monroe Skyline 
Trail. Montpelier Section. 
Lincoln Gap to Appalachian 
Gap. Difficult, 12.2 miles. 
Ken Hertz, (802) 229-4737. 

6/ 19: Bike Hardwick-Greens
boro-East Craftsbury. Mont
pelier Section. Moderate, 
27 miles. Mary Slater, (802) 
479-1236 and Mary Garcia, 
(802) 229-0153. 

6/19: Mountain Bike Ride in 
Orange County Area. 
Ottauquechee Section . 
Moderate. Heinz 1l'ebitz, 
(802) 785-2129. 

6/20: Hike in Breadloaf Area. 
Bread Loaf Section . 
Moderate, Mar Harrison, 
(802) 352-1074. 

6/20: Climb Pitchoff Mtn. in 
Adirondacks. Burlington Sec
tion . Moderate, 5.2 miles. 
Pat Collier, (802) 863-1145. 

6/21: Hike Mt. Hunger. Mon t
pelier Section. Difficu lt, 
6 miles. Steve Lightholder, 
(802) 479-2304. 

6/22: Paddle Shelburne Pond. 
Montpelier Section . Sur
rounded by cliffs and fems. 
Easy to moderate. Reidun 
& Andrew Nuquist, (802) 
223-3550, 

6/22: Loop Hike to Pico Peak 
near Killington. 
Ottauquechee Section . 
Moderate, 7.6 miles. Trina 
Perkins, (802) 457-8199. 

6/26 : Hike Hedgehog Trail in 
Fayston to Burnt Rock. 
Bread Loaf Section. Moder
ate to difficult, 5 miles. Ave 
Haviland, (802) 496-6677. 

6126: Hike South on LT from 
Davis Neighborhood Trail to 
Lamoille River over Laraway 
Mtn. Burlington Section. 
Difficult, 12 miles. Phil 
Hazen, (802) 879-1302 or 
philhazen@direcway.com. 

6/26: Sixth Annual Mt. 
Mansfield Ridgeline Rock 
Scramble. Montpelier Sec
tion . Difficult. B ellbrook 
nail to Chin, Canyon nail 
to Visitor Center. Cliff nail 
to Chin, Hellbrook nail to 
Vt. 108. Ed Loewenton, 
(802) 888-3375. 

6/26: Hike to Fire Tower on 
Smarts Mtn. in N.H. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
Moderate, 7.6 miles. Inge 
nebitz, (802) 785-2129. 

6/26 & 27: Vermont History 
Expo. Tunbridge World's 
Fair Grounds. Annual event 
with exhibits (including 
one by GMC!), parades, 
vendors, book signings, and 
much more. See page 9 for 
details. 

6127: Bike Ride in Addison 
County. Burlington Section. 
Moderate, 18-25 miles. 
Andy and Carlene Squires, 
(802) 434-2533 or 
carlene@gmavt.net . 

6/27: Paddle around Caspian 
Lake. Montpelier Section. 
Highland Lodge b each for 
swim and brunch on the 
deck. Easy to moderate. 
Joan Heller, (802) 223-1874. 

6127: Paddle on Grafton Pond 
near New London, N.H. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
Suitable for novice pad
dlers. Claude Janeway, 
(802) 295-7588. 

6/28: Hike Irish Hill. Mont
pelier Section. Moderate. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035 . 



JULY 

7 /2: Family Outing: Hope 
Davies Park, Waterbury 
Center. GMC Education 
Workshop. Fee. See page 23 
for details. Contact GMC to 
register. 

7 /3: Bike Ride near Lake 
Champlain. Bread Loaf 
Section. Easy to moderate. 
Mike & Ginger Fiskio, 
(802) 758-2040. 

7 I 4: Hike Waterbury Reservoir. 
Montpelier Section. Easy, 5 
miles . Third annual visit to 
the land exposed by low
ered water level. Andrew 
Nuquist, (802) 223-3550 and 
Bill Clark, (802) 253-5028 , 

7 /5: Hike Camel's Hump via 
Bamforth Ridge. Montpelier 
Section. Difficult, 10 miles 
Charlene Bohl, (802) 685-
7774 or cbohl@together.net. 

7 / IO: Annual Potluck Picnic at 
Kingsland Bay State Park. 
Bread Loaf Section. 
Includes bike ride, walking 
in park, and swimming. 
Harris & Jan Abbott, (802) 
878-4873. 

7 /10: Second Annual Mountain 
Music Festival. Benefits 
GMC Education Program. 
Enjoy bluegrass and other 
mountain-inspired music at 
GMC headquarters. See 
page 5 for details. 

7 / 10: Paddle Otter Creek. 
Montpelier Section. Ver
gennes to Lake Champlain . 
Possible swim at Kingsland 
Bay. Moderate. Steve 
Lightholder, (802) 4 79-2304 

7 /10-11 : Backpack Division 3: 
Stratton-Arlington Road to 
USFS Rd. 21. Montpelier 
Section. Difficult. Deb 
Kirchwey, (802) 496-7650. 

7 Ill: Hike in Open Meadows 
with Vistas. Burlington 
Section, Moderate. Jean 
Anderson, (802) 657-3540. 

7 Ill: Natural History Skills: 
Day Hikers' Guide to 
Mushrooms. GMC Education 
Workshop. See page 23 for 
details. Contact GMC to 
register. 

7 /l 2: Hike and Swim. Mont
pelier Section, Hike Mt. 
Elmore, descend to swim in 
Lake Elmore. Moderate, 4.2 
miles. Sylvia Plumb, (802) 
229-6950 or summitseek 
ervt@hotmail.com. 

7 /16: Family Outing: Audubon 
Nature Center, Upper Trails, 
Huntington. GMC Education 
Workshop. Fee. See page 23 
for details. Contact GMC to 
register. 

7 / 17: Hike Pinnacle Mountain. 
Brattleboro Section. Easy, 
5 miles. Dot MacDonald, 
(802) 257-7657. 

7 /17: Bike Ride in Mad River 
Valley Area. Bread Loaf 
Section. Moderate. Sandra 
Bruggemann, (802) 
496-4297. 

7 /17: Hike from Smugglers' 
Notch to Rt. 15. Burlington 
Section. Difficult, 11.8 
miles. Tum Dettre, (802) 
872-0434 or thomdetro@ 
verizon.net. 

7 / 17: Third Saturdays for 
Women: Killington Peak. 
GMC Education Workshop. 
See page 22 for details. 
Contact GMC to register. 

7 / 17: Elmore Extravaganza: 
Part I. Montpelier Section. 
Bike to Elmore State Park, 
have lunch, hike Mt. 
Elmore, and/or camp 
overnight. Moderate. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

7 / 18: Climb Bald Peak in 
Adirondacks. Burlington Sec
tion. Moderate, 7.8 miles , 
Pat Collier, (802) 863-1145. 

7 /18: Elmore Extravaganza: 
Part II. Montpelier Section. 
Paddle Lake Elmore 
perimeter. Bike to Mont
pelier afterward. Easy to 
Moderate. Nancy Schulz, 
(802) 223-7035. 

7 / 19: Paddle and Picnic North 
Montpelier Pond and Marsh. 
Montpelier Section. Easy. 
George Plumb, (802) 883-
2313. 

7 /21: Bike Burlington to 
Causeway Bike Paths. Turtle 
Outing Easy. Jackie & 
Jim Lindenmeyer, (802) 
253-9364. 

7 /23: Climb Mt. Mansfield 
from Rt. 108. Burlington 
Section. Difficult, 5 miles. 
Pete Saile, (802) 658-0912. 

7 /24: Campstove Cookout 
Hike. Burlington Section . 
Moderate, 3 miles. 
Brynne Lazarus & Walter 
Lepuschenko, (802) 
863-1469. 

7 /24: Bike to Floating Bridge 
in Brookfield. Montpelier 
Section. Difficult, 45 miles. 
Hills and a stretch of dirt 
road. Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035. 

7 /24: Mystery Bike Ride. 
Montpelier Section. Easy , 
Mary Garcia, (802) 
229-0153. 

7 /24-25: Backpack Division 4: 
USFS Rd. 21 to Vt.140. 
Montpelier Section. 
Difficult. Deb Kirchwey, 
(802) 496-7650. 

7 /25: Bike through Poultney, 
Pawlet, and Wells, ending at 
Lake St. Catherine for Picnic 
and Swim. Bread Loaf 
Section. 35-mile ride. 
Ed & Mary Williams, (802) 
453-5473. 

7125: Climb Mt. Ascutney. 
Burlington Section. 
Moderate, 6 miles. Phil 
Schlosser, (802) 244-1924 or 
psc@sover.net. 

7 /25: Hike Pico Peak. Mont
pelier Section. Moderate, 
7 miles. Ken Hertz, (802) 

229-4737. 

7 /25: Hike Mt. Washington, 
Huntington Ravine. Mont
pelier Section. Very 
Difficult, 8 miles. Ed 
Loewenton, (802) 888-3375. 

7 /28: Bike and Cookout. 
Montpelier Section . Bike to 
Worcester and enjoy a 
cookout by the North 
Branch River. Moderate. 
George Plumb (802) 
883-2313 

7 /30: Family Outing: Sterling 
Gorge, Stowe. GMC Educa
tion Workshop. Fee. See 
page 23 for details. Contact 
GM C to register. 

7 /31: Lake Dunmore Revisited, 
completing Figure Eight to 
Brandon, ending with Swim 
and Picnic Lunch at State 
Park. Bread Loaf Section. 
25-30 miles. Norm & Linda 
Hadley, (802) 388-7270. 

AUGUST 

8/2: Hike Bamforth Ridge. 
Montpelier Section. LT at 
River Road to Duxbury 
Window. Moderate, 3.5 
miles. Bill Clark, (802) 
253-5028. 

8/7: Hike North from 
Appalachian Gap to Baby 
Stark Mtn. & Molly Stark's 
Balcony. Bread Loaf Section. 
Moderate, 2.6 miles. 
Al & Sally Molnar, (802) 
496-7442. 

8/7: Hike Silver Ledge, Groton. 
Montpelier Section. Easy, 4 
miles. Easy. Priscilla 
Daggett, (802) 454-1234. 

8/7-8: Introduction to Back
packing Weekend. GMC 
Education Workshop . Fee. 
See page 22 for details. 
Contact GMC to register. 

8/8: Hike Worth Mtn. Mont
pelier Section. Moderate, 
6 miles. Thomas Weiss, 
(802) 223-5603. 

8/9: Road Walk around Berlin 
Pond. Montpelier Section. 
Easy, 5 miles. Mary Garcia, 
(802) 229-0153. 

8/14: Bike in Bristol. Mont
pelier Section. Scenic hills 
and view over Lake 
Champlain. Difficult, 60 
miles. Jill Aspinall & Rick 
Molz, (802) 224-9980. 

8/14: Hike Spruce Mtn. Mont
pelier Section . Moderate, 
4.5 miles. Ken Heitz, (802) 
229-4737. 

8/14-15: Backpack Division 5: 
Vt. 140 to U.S. 4. Montpe
lier Section. Difficult. Deb 
Kirchwey, (802) 496-7650. 

8/15: Bike Tour to Fort 
Chambly in Canada. Bread 
Loaf Section. 30 miles. Guy 
Wallis, (802) 453-5600. 

8/15: Paddle Lake Willoughby. 
Montpelier Section. Moder
ate to difficult. Andrew 
& Reidun Nuquist, (802) 
223-3550. 

8/16: Hike Paine Mtn. 
Montpelier Section. 
Moderate, 3 hours. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

B/21: Bourn Pond Day Hike. 
Brattleboro Section. View 
the July 2003 wind damage 
that closed the Branch 
Pond Tl:ail in the Lye Brook 
Wilderness Area. Paul & 
Sylvia Kinney, (802) 
365-7389 , 

8/21: Third Saturdays for 
Women: Mount Madison. 
GMC Education Workshop. 
Hike the northernmost 
peak of the Presidential 
Range in N.H. Fee. See 
page 22 for details, Contact 
GMC to register. 

8/21: Hike Jay Peak. Mont
pelier Section. Moderate, 
4 miles. Ken Hertz, (802) 
229-4737. 

8/21: Hike Sterling Valley 
Trails. Turtle Outing. Easy. 
Jackie & Jim Lindenmeyer 
(802) 253-9364. 

8122: Bike Ride in Essex and 
Willsboro Point in New York 
via Charlotte Ferry. Bread 
Loaf Section. Moderate, 
25 miles. Frank & Maureen 
Kane, (802) 388-1162. 

8/22: Bike Groton and West 
Danville. Montpelier 
Section. Difficult, 45 miles. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035. 

8/23: Wildflower Walk in 
Hubbard Park. Montpelier 
Section. Easy, 2 miles 
Thomas Weiss, (802) 
223-5603. 

8/24: Bike Missisquoi Valley 
Rail Trail. Montpelier 
Section. Start and return in 
Enosburg Falls. Moderate, 
20 miles. Reidun & Andrew 
Nuquist, (802) 223-3550. 

8/28: Canoe/Kayak from Little 
Otter Creek to Kingsland 
Bay. Bread Loaf Section. 
4 hours. Carol Kress, (802) 
759-7777. 

8/28: Hike Mt. Equinox. 
Montpelier Section. 
Difficult, 6 miles. Steve 
Lightholder, (802) 479-2304. 

8/28: Bike Middlesex and 
Back. Montpelier Section. 
Easy, 15 miles. Mary 
Garcia, (802) 229-0153. 

8/28-29: Backpack Division 6: 
U.S. 4 to Vt. 73. Montpelier 
Section. Difficult. Deb 
Kirchwey, (802) 496-7650. 

8/29: Hike Mt. Mansfield 
Forehead. Montpelier 
Section. Difficult, 10 miles. 
Ed Loewenton, (802) 
888-3375. 

8/30: Hike Trails in Orange. 
Montpelier Sect ion. 
Moderate, 2 hours. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035 
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Trail and Shelter Maintenance Calendar 
Trail and shelter maintenance trips are open to all-first timer or old hat! 

The work outings listed below are led by club staff or volunteers. For your 

own safety and enjoyment, be sure to wear or bring sturdy work shoes and 

gloves, protective clothing, food and water, and a willingness to have fun 

and get dirty. For details, contact the leader. 

5/22: Annual Walk-Thru on 
Long Trail. Bread Loaf 
Section. 6 miles. Dave 
Scott, (802) 352-4607. 

5/22: Spring Trail Work. 
Burlington Section. 
Jonesville to Butler 
Lodge region Moderate. 
Pam Gillis, (802) 879-
1457 and John Sharp, 
(802) 862-3941 or 
hemlock_hollow@att.net. 

5/22: Work Hike at Smug
glers' Notch. Montpelier 
Section. All abilities. 

5/23: Work Day on AT. 
Ottauquechee Section. 
All abilities. Harry 
Tumple, (802) 263-5748. 

5/24&25: Trail Mainte
nance. Manchester 
Section. Marge Fish, 
(802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net. 

5/30: Spring Trail Work. 
Burlington Section. 
Jonesville to Butler 
Lodge region. Moderate. 
Pam Gillis, (802) 
879-1457 and John 
Sharp, (802) 862-3941 or 
hemlock_hollow@att.net. 

JUNE 
6/5: National Trails Day: 

Trail Maintenance Work 
Party on Worth Mtn. 
Bread Loaf Section. 
All abilities. Dave Scott, 
(802) 352-4607. 

615: National Trails Day: 
Work on LT above Bolton 
Valley Trails. Burlington 
Section. Moderate. Pam 
Gillis, (802) 879-1457 
and John Sharp, (802) 
862-3941 or hemlock_ 
hollow@att.net. 

615: National Trails Day: 
Spring Cleanup on LT/AT 
on Killington and Pico 
Mtns. Killington Section. 
All abilities. Herb 
Ogden, (802) 775-1350. 

615: National Trails Day: 
Spring Trail Maintenance. 
Laraway Section. Bruce 
Bushey, (802) 893-2146 

6/5: National Trails Day: 
Help West River Trail 
Association in South 
Londonderry. Manches
ter Section. Marge Fish, 
(802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net. 

6/5: National Trails Day: 
Spring Trail Maintenance. 
Northeast Kingdom 
Section. Luke O'Brien, 
(802) 723-6551 or 
luke@vtlc.org 

6/ 5: National Trails Day: 
Work Day on AT. 
Ottauquechee Section 
All abilities. Harry 
Tumple, (802) 263-5748. 

6/6: Spring Trail Mainte
nance. Manchester 
Section. Marge Fish, 
(802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net. 

6/6: Work Hike. Montpelier 
Section. Maintenance of 
Sterling Pond Shelter. 
Construct a privy, build 
a tent platform, and 
maintain Watson Camp. 
All levels. Duncan 
Wilkie, (802) 223-0566 
and Bill Clark, (802) 
253-5028. 

6/8&9: Sawyer Training. 
GMC Field Programs. 
Learn safe and efficient 
use of chainsaws. Call 
GMC to register. See 
page 23 for details. 

6/19: Trail Maintenance 
Workshop: Maintaining 
Trails in Wilderness 
Areas. GMC Field Pro
grams and Bread Loaf 
Section. Call GMC or 
Dave Scott (802) 352-
4607 to register. No fee. 
See page 23 for details. 

6/20: Work Hike at Sterling 
Pond. Montpelier Sec
tion. All levels. Duncan 
Wilkie, (802) 223-0566 
and Bill Clark, (802) 253-
5028. 

JULY 

7 /10: Shelter Work Hike. 
Burlington Section. 
Moderate, 4 miles. Chris 
Hanna, (802) 865-9813 
or channa@gmavt.net. 

7 /18: Special Projects Trail 
Maintenance. Bread Loaf 
Section. Dave Scott, 
(802) 352-4607. 

7 /30: Work on Rolston Rest 
Shelter. Montpelier Sec
tion. Prepare foundation 
for replacement. Work 
may continue on 
Saturday. Moderate to 
Difficult. Marge Fish, 
(802) 824-3662 or 
tortoise@sover.net. 

7 /31: Shelter Work Outing. 
Burlington Section. 
Moderate, 4 miles. Chris 
Hanna, (802) 865-9813 
or channa@gmavt.net. 

AUGUST 

8/7&8: Help Build New 
Rolston Rest Shelter. 
Montpelier Section. All 
levels. Marge Fish, (802) 
824-3662 tortoise@ 
sover.net. 

8/14: Special Projects Trail 
Maintenance. Bread Loaf 
Section. Dave Scott, 
(802) 352-4607. 
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Available for Adoption 

Adopt a trail , shelter, or land parcel and 
help with basic maintenance and 
monitoriJ1g at your own pace and on 

your own schedule. Whether you'd like to 
adopt on your own, with friends or family, 
or an outing group, this is a great way to get 
out on the trail and give back to the Green 
Mountains! Tu find out more or to adopt 
any of the below trails or shelters, contact 
Keri Foster. 

Long Trail 
Corliss Camp to Bowen Mtn. south summit 
Chittenden-Pittsfield Rd. to Rolston Rest 

Side Trails 
White Rocks Cliff 'Itail 
West Ridge 'Itail: northern part 
Hedgehog Brook 'Itail 
Forest City 'Itail 
Alpine 'Itail 
Deer Leap 'Itail: Overlook Spur Jct. to AT 

North Jct. and Overlook Spur 
Sherburne Pass 'Itail (north of U.S. 4) 

Shelters 
Lula 'fye Shelter 
Little Rock Pond Shelter 
Griffith Lake Tunting Area 
Congdon Shelter 
Theron Dean Shelter 
Tillotson Camp 

Regional Trail Coordinators 
Are you an experienced trail maintainer 

who wants to share your experience with 
other volunteers? Regional 'Itail Coordinators 
(RTC) serve as resources for all trail adopters 
in a certain area. RTCs help new trail adopters 
get up to speed and answer questions from 
adopters in their region. Occasionally, they 
will help coordinate groups of adopters to do 
larger jobs (like move an outhouse or clear a 
large blowdown). Intrigued? Call Keri Foster 
to find out more! 

Corridor Monitoring 
Adopt a section of the Long/ Appalachian 

'Itail protected corridor. Corridor monitors 
visit conserved properties along the trail at 
least once a year to ensure 
conservation restrictions are 
being upheld. A great opportuni
ty to gain map and compass 
skills and land conservation 
experience. Contact Stewardship 
Coordinator Matt Moore. 
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Green Mountain Folks for 
Over 27 Yearsl 

20 Langdon Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

802.229 .9409 
In VT, 1.800.894. 7547 

Folks@onionriver.com 
www.onionriver .cam 

NIGHT EAGLE 
WILDERNESS 

ADVENTURES 

... tipi living A nature crafts ... 
canoeing .11. archery 

wilderness skills ... bow dl'ills 
backpacking .o. atlatls 

tracking .11. 'hawk throwing 
_..cooperative work and play.._ 

and much more! 

ACA Accredited Camp 

CLL"\IBI~G 

CE:"."TEH. 

-Outdoor climbing 
-Indoor climbing clinics 

-Kids progr:um & 
Birthdays parties 

-Ropes and challenge 
courses 

l-Suu-65-l'ETIL\ or ('•57-3872) 
",, w.pdr1.1diffs.rn111 

-Great Nordic Skiing 
-Winter Ca1Jin Rental 
-Eight Bedroom Vermont 
Country Inn 
-Ski/Snowshoe Rentals 
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CLEARW)<rER 
s PORTS SINC~ 1975 

flutti118 people a11d the outdoor _s tolSdher 

.. GUIDED RIVER TRIPS • 

• ORIENTEKRTNG CLINICS • 

• KAYAK & CANOE RENTALS .. 
bri"B ~our ~ti\C: card for \0 % discount! 

ROUTE 100, WAITSFIELD, VT 
802-496-2708 

www.clearwatersports.com 
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Alone But Not Lonely 
One Woman's Hike on 
Vermont's LongTrail 

By Annie Gibavic 
Now available from: 
Bondcliff Books 

P. 0. Box 385 
Littleton, NH 03561 

1-800-859-7581 

$12.95 plus $2.00 S&H 

Alone But 
Not Lonely 

One \'.'orrmn's !11Jw 
on 'i'errnonJ':;- long f(cil 



This list includes gifts received at the GMC between January 1, 2004 and March 31, 2004. 

Corporations, Foundations, 
Partners, Bequests, 
and Others 

$500 Plus 

Concept II 
Dionysian Productions 

International Paper Company 
Foundation 

Jay Peak Ski Resort 

MBNA America 
Northfield Savings Bank 
State of Vermont 

United Way of Chittenden 
County 

Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board 

Vermont Public Radio 

$100 to $499 

AJ's Ski and Sports 
Ampersand Properties Limited 
Appalachian Mountain Club/ 

Connecticut Chapter 

Bennington Section 
Climb High 

Killooleet Camp 

Manchester Section 
Rose Computer Technology 

Services 
Saint Albans Free Library 

Stoweflake Resort and Spa 
The Wildflower Inn 

United Way of Addison County 
Weston & Sampson Engineers 

Individuals 

$500 Plus 

Anonymous 

David Babbott 
David Clark 

Robert Fiske 
Bill Mares & Christine Hadsel 

Madeline Miles 
Paul & Sybil Moffat 

Daniel Seeley & Adele Wolfson 

Helen H. Skidmore 
Neil & Carol Van Dyke 

$100 to $499 

Harris & Jan Abbott 

David J. Angolano 
Kay & John Antos 
Gerald & Karen Baker 

Mr. Clay Bartlett 
Charles Beadle 

Thomas W Beale 

Faith Bieler 
Mark Branca 
Karen & Kenneth Britting 

Barbara Brown Watts 
& Peter Watts 

Camille & David Brubaker 

Diane T. Buchwald 
Mike & Renee Buytendyk 

Michael J. Carmolli 

Chip Carver & Anne DeLaney 

Cheryl Desmarais Charette 

Michael J. Chernick 

Merle & Joy Chilcott 
Diane & George Ciavola 

Marshall & Melanie Clark 

Charles & Jacqueline Gallimore 

Peter & Bernadine Collins 

Christopher A Cooley 
Walter & Ginny Cottingham 

Glen & Barbara Cousins 
&Family 

Bruce & Emily Cram 

Gregory A . Cresswell 

John Cross 
Timothy Crowell & 

Patricia Sadalis 

C. John & Julie May Daniels 
Peter Dart 

J. Staige Davis 

James S Dewolf 
Larry Doane 

Jim Douglas & 
Alison Karmosky 

John & Carol Eberlein 
Martha Ehrenfeld 

Richard Ennis & Nancy Boldt 
&Family 

Megan & Gregory Epler Wood 

Tum Featheringham & 
Tina Mohr 

Liza Yntema Ferguson 

Alvin Figiel & 
Joan Loring Wing 

Doug Fish 

Marge & Bob Fish & Family 

Peter Fisk 
Hubey Folsom 

Geoffry Fried & 
Joanna Bodenweber 

Robert T. Gannett, Jr. 
Kathryn Gahl 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. & 
Myra Grand 

Cynthia & Edward Gray 

John & Jill Haas 
Jean C. Haigh 
John & Rheba Haley 
Robin R. Hallbourg 
Robert & Donna Hamill 

Gerry & Sue Hardy 

Craig Heindel & Judith Chaves 

Kenneth J. Holbert 
Alan Homans & 

Lynn Reynolds 

Daniel B Houston 
Brian & Sigrid Howlett 

Thomas B. & Mercy Hyde 
Frederick A. Iannotti 

Robert D. Johnson 
David H. Jones & 

Lori Thlliver-Jones 

James E. & Dee Jordan 

Paul Jordan 
Joe & Martha Keenan & Family 
Russ Kinaman 

Warren & Barry King 

Lewis Kirchner 

Chase Kneeland 

John Kowalski 

Patricia M Labelle 

Paul R. Languedoc 

Edward A Laskarzewski 

Greg & Nancy Lau 

Marc Lefebvre & 
Elizabeth Pappius 

Joshua Levy & Julie Simms 
Albert W Lindholm III 

Mary Jo Llewellyn 
Bob Long & Carol Amy 

RaymondG. & 
Patricia S Mainer 

Joel Mandelbaum 
Isabella & Peter Martin 
Anders Matney 

Jack & Chip Mayer 
Joe & Tinka McArdle 

Jane & John McDay 
John & Elizabeth McDonald 
Allan Mcilvaine 
Mr. & Mrs Hugh McLean 
Robert Merrill 

Scott Metcalfe 
Katherine Meyer 
Matt Millan & 

Elizabeth Gettinger 

Lindy Millington 

Dan Nelson 
Michael O'Keefe & 

Maryetta McDuffie 

Jonathan W Osborn 
Chris Osgood 

Roy K Palmer & Ellen Walker 

Tim Parsons & Anne Judson 

William Parsons & 
Kathleen Connelly 

Mr. & Mrs L. Alan 
Passmore, Jr. 

John & Caroline Patten 

Tum Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs Gary Plewak 

Jim & Dianne Prevo 
Marc Reardon 

James E. Robertson 
Phyllis & Alex Rose 
David Rothberg & 

Nan Birdwhistell 

George W Roy, Jr. 
James & Kimberly Rubin 

Charles & Daphne B. Sampson 
Franklin D. & Jane C Sanders 
Paul Schaberg & Patti O'Brien 

Matthew & Judy Sedlak 
&Family 

Rosemary A Shea 
Donald P & Barbara S. 

Shildneck 

James Simpson 
Rebecca C. Skillin 

Margaret Skinner 

Nicholas A. Skinner 

Barbara W Snelling 

Richard A. Stoner 

Michael J. Tullon 
Bradley L. & Mary Thayer 

Charlie Tipper 

Sarah Tischler 

Joanna & Andrew Titcomb 
Craig H. & Dot Thmkinson 

Larry R Van Meter 

Shaun Varney 
Katherine Veerman 

Richard H. Wadhams, Jr. 

Philip & Judith Webster 

Fred Weingarten & 
Lucinda J Bailey 

Jonathan W Williams 
David Wittmann 

Rick Wold 

Terence D. Woolston 

In Memory of 

Lionel A. Blair 
Energizer Battery Company 

Joseph Jordan 
Paul Jordan 

Gordon Legg 
Elizabeth J. Glover 

Della M. Shumway Stapleton 
Ruth Lane 

Sman 'Illrbell 
Cornelia A. Turbell 

Philip Woodbury 
Roald & Lois Cann 

Paul & Cardy Magoon 

Harriet J. Merrick 

Ottauquechee Section 
Evelyn K. Stonestreet 

Donald S. Whitney 

In Honor of 

Annabelle Pearl Grand Doucet 
Barbara Brown Watts & 

Peter Watts 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. & 
Myra Grand 

Mary Lou Recor & Chris Hanna 
Bennington Section 
Saint Albans Free Library 

Meredith Babbott 
David Babbott 

Matching Gift Companies 
ACE INA Foundation 
Belden Wire & Cable Company 

IBM Corporation 
Pfizer Foundation 

The Capital Group Companies 

j-~ !ping th GMC al. ·o le/1 ,<:; 

ti ir ·re .n l>rlowuai1 8! 

T
here are many ways to support the 
GTeen Mountain Club, like paying 
membership d.u s, making annual 

cash contributions, donating volunteer time 
and skills, and including the club in your 
deferred giving plans. 

Deferred gifts are important ways of 
ensuring the continued vitality of the Long 
'Itail. While funding from public sources is 
declining and the economy is unstable, the 
club relies more than ever on the support of 
friends and members to keep plans and 
projects moving forward. Ways of making a 
deferred gift include making sure the club is 
in your will, donating stocks or property, or 
naming the GMC as the beneficiary of your 
retirement plan. 

The club is deeply grateful for the gen
erosity of all who make the decision to sus
tain an enterprise that has been ongoing for 
ninety-four years. The Long 'Itail continues 
to thrive because of the active participation 
of so many who care about the trail and the 
Green Mountains. Thank you very much. 

For information on making a donation to 
the club, contact Director of Development 
Bob Lincoln at extension 21 or bob@green 
mountainclub.org. - BL 
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Tilting at Windmills 

I 
t would be easy for me to 
stick oul my thumb and hitch 
a ride on th wind power 
bandwagon. Every rainy Janu
ary reminds m of global 

warming; every sterile stream 
reminds me of acid rain; every Lin
coln Navigator that barrels past me 
on the interstate reminds me of our 
gas gluttony. Wind sounds so quaintly 
retro, so clean and green, so roman
tic, so Dutch, so "blowin' in the wind." 
But is it? The more I read about wind 
power, the more questions I have. 

In 2002, a developer asked the Ver
mont Agency of Natural Resources 
(VANR) for permission to build two 
wind measurement towers on Kirby 
Mountain in Victory State Forest 
south of Burke Mountain. I suspect 
most Vermonters could not point to 
Kirby on a map, but the proposal gen
erated enough debate to prompt the 
VANR to hold a series of public meet
ings last March allowing interested 
residents to voice their thoughts on 
the role of state lands in the develop
ment of wind power projects. I 
attended the South Burlington forum 
where about 100 people split into 
groups of a dozen each around cafe
teria tables. 

Each participant received a map 
prepared by Vermont Environmental 
Research Associates, a company dedi
cated to "promoting wind energy 
development by providing siting, fea
sibility, analysis and project manage
ment services to the electric utility 
and wind industries" (northeastwind. 
com). The map which was created for 
the Vermont Department of Public 
Service highlights state lands consid
ered appropriate for possible wind 
power development, those where the 
average yearly wind speed exceeds 
15.7 mph. This turns out to be less 
than 1 percent of state lands, which 
sounds insignificant until you overlay 
the map with the Long Ttail corridor. 
Three "purple" blocks stand out: the 
summit of Jay Peak, an area south of 

Camel's Hump, and the ridge 
between Bolton Mountain and Mount 
Mansfield. In addition, other possible 
sites include Roxbury State Forest, 
Coolidge State Forest, Okemo State 
Forest and Ascutney State Park 
(vermontwindpolicy.org). 

So, do I want to see a "turbine 
string" of 330-foot commercial wind 
mills competing for space with the 
assortment of structures already 
along the ridge of Mount Mansfield? 
No. Am I an elitist, or as one young 
woman put it in a burst of supposed 
originality, a "NIMBY" for Not In My 
Back Yard? Me? A NIMBY? Maybe. 
Because no similar sized commercial 
towers have been built on ridgelines 
in New England, the impact on fragile 
ecosystems is speculative. And after 
more than twenty years of rock 
hopping between clumps of diapensia 
and krummholtz, I am unwilling to 
support the industrial clearing of 
two-thirds acre of ridgeline for each 
wind tower, and additional logging 
and bulldozing for access roads and 
transmission lines. 

Back in South Burlington, several 
members of our group suggested, as a 
bone to those of us doggedly advocat
ing for the integrity of the Long Ttail, 
that the towers could be sited on pri
vate land. Since no affected landown
ers were sitting around the table, we 
tacitly approved that idea. The same 
was true for the ski areas and the 
Lake Champlain basin. After all, both 
are already cluttered with develop
ment of one sort or another, so why 
not? The lesson here, Don Quixote, is 
if you don't want a windmill in your 
backyard, you have to show up and 
speak up. 
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By one estimate from a local alter
native energy company employee 
sitting around the table with us, it 
would take 100 commercial windmills 
to light the city of Burlington. So, 
how significant is the contribution of 
wind power to our overall energy 
demands? The Vermont Public Inter
est Research Group, a wind power 
advocate, claims "ten to twenty per
cent of Vermont's energy needs could 
be generated by six to twelve wind 
farms." Is that a percentage of our 
current power use or our future use 
after we've built hundreds of ever 
more pretentious houses and charac
terless retail "places"? If we all cut 
our personal and business energy 
consumption by ten percent 
(lOpercentchallenge.com), could we 
achieve the same result without defil
ing the ridges? 

Since electricity generated in Ver
mont would become part of the New 
England power grid, would turbines 
on Mansfield twirl to light Fenway 
Park or Boston's Fleet Center? It's not 
that I object to Red Sox and Bruins 
fans noshing on hot dogs and 
peanuts, it's that I want to be clear on 
exactly what "local" means in the 
wind power debate. General Electric, 
not what I think of as a local Vermont 
company, is in the wind business, 
selling turbines and managing sites 
(geenergy.com). 

Finally, how much will wind power 
cost per kilowatt hour? According to 
VANR, it depends. It depends on the 
technology. Most of the money spent 
for wind development is for equip
ment and financing. It depends on 
who owns the "farm." Generally, 
electricity generated by utility-owned 
projects is less expensive due to 
lower cost financing. It depends on 
transmission. The farther the power 
has to travel, the more expensive it is. 
And it depends on the wind. No blow, 
no go. 

Confused? Me too. 
- Snowberry 



Grc>(~n Mountain Club 
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E.xcellent New LOng Trail Map! 
• Waterproof, durable, and compact. 

• covers the entire Long Trail. 

• Detailed information , including trail mileages, 
suggested day .hikes, s helters and campsites. 

• Sales support the Green Mountain Club! 

Order yours today! $8.00 ($8.95 nonmembers) 

Also A vaiLable .... 

New GMC-logo 
Nalgene bottles in 
green, blue, and 
violet at the bargain 
price of$7.l5 ($7.95 
nonmembers). 

Soft cotton T-shirts in forest green, 
purple, and orange with a GMC logo on 
the front and a colorful mountain 
design on back. $16.15 ($17.95 non
members) . 

802.244.7037 
www.greenmountainclub.org 
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