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Black Falls Is a Jewel We Must Protect 

I 
'II be honest I really did think T could 
do a twenty-mile day from Journey's 
End Camp to Hazen's Notch Camp. 
Never mind that my ten-year-old son, 

Chris, would be hiking with me, or that I 
would be carrying the lion's share of the 
equipment. And let's forget that this would 
be my first four-day backpacking trip in 
eleven years. (Everything seems so clear 
from the comforts of your livingroom. 
What a shock reality sometimes is!) Lucky 
for us, I changed our destination to Jay 
Camp, but it was still almost dusk before 
we stumbled into camp. I bring up this 
episode because it continually reminds me 
of several things: that we as trail managers 
can lose sight of the reality on the trail; 
that issues are never as easy or simple as 
they seem; and that this northern stretch 
of the Long Trail and the Green Mountains 
is worth our vigilant protection. 

Not surprisingly, the results of our 
recent survey ofGMC members show that 
most of us say the most important thing 
GMC does is to maintain and protect the 
Long Trail. The trail is our reason for 
being, the core of our mission. And yet, 
ironically, we need to branch out beyond 
the Long Trail to succeed in protecting it. 
Demands placed on the club and the 
expectations of hikers escalate along with 
overall population, recreational pressure, 
and technological changes in communica
tion throughout our society. The Long 
Trail does not exist in a vacuum. 

GMC is currently working to put 
together the biggest land deal in the club's 
history, a complicated multipartner effort 
to acquire and permanently protect the 
Black Falls tract, 3,764 acres on the 
western and southern slopes of the Jay 
Peak massif in the northern Green Moun
tains. This parcel adjoins the previously 
protected Big Jay tract. Even if you never 
set foot in the dense woods of the Black 
Falls Basin, there is great value in knowing 
that it is there for solitude, bears, and 
hunters, for trees to grow and streams to 
flow, and for the value oflooking out from 
Jay Peak to an unbroken and wild basin. 

Recently, I was reminded that some
times there is a reality gulfbetween hikers 
and trail managers. A gentleman from 

Eugene, Oregon wrote a letter to the editor 
of the Appalachian Trailway News, chastis
ing GMC for charging an overnight sight 
fee in the Green Mountain National 
Forest. To be fair, this hiker was also upset 
at AMC's fees in the White Mountains. He 
wrote, "I know of no objections for these 
programs as they are a necessary aspect 
ofhuman interaction with the wilderness. 
The objection is with how these clubs 
finance those programs by charging the 
end user. If the AMC and GMC wanted 
to improve their image, they would 
rearrange their budget to stop the user 
fees they charge that are not charged on 
the rest of the Appalachian Trail for 
shelter stays." The reality of this hiker's 
experience was that GMC's fees were 
unfair. The reality of Long Trail managers 
is that the caretaker program is an increas
ingly critical part of managing the impact 
of hikers upon the natural environment. 
As more people flock to the trail, there are 
more people trampling high-elevation 
shelter sites, tenting at the fragile edge of 
ponds, and using composting outhouses. 
And the reality is that the caretaker pro
gram costs money. Minimal overnight use 
fees help defray the substantial costs of 

providing this necessary trail management 
program, however, we do understand that 
not all hikers will be happy with this 
choice. How do we bridge the reality gulfs 
that exist between the user and the 
manager? 

Each of us - hiker, trail manager, staff 
member, volunteer, donor, local resident, 
and landowner - has differing values, 
political affiliations, and life goals. It is 
natural that we will not see eye-to-eye on 
all issues. By listening, appreciating, 
respecting, and understanding each 
other's viewpoint, we can bridge these 
reality gulfs, find common ground, and 
work toward a solution. 

The Green Mountain Club has a diverse 
membership that comes together with a 
common focus - the Long Trail. Activities 
such as the effort to add Black Falls as a 
primitive area within the Jay State Forest 
only strengthens our organiza-tion. The 
annual report proudly recounts our ability 
to get the job done. To all of you who have 
so generously donated your time, talents, 
and money to support the Long Trail and 
the Green Mountain Club, I say, "Thank 
you, for a job well done." 

- Marty Lawthers 

The Black Falls tractis a 3,164-acre jewel of the Northern Forest. Even if you never 
set foot in its dense woods, there is great value in knowing that it is there. 
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A Young Woman's 
Journey on the LT 
in 1930 

I read with interest the article by 
Reidun D. Nuquist, "Provisions" 
in the winter 1999 Long Trail 
News. Perhaps your readers 
would be interested in knowing 
that [former GMC president] C. 
P. Cooper's daughter, Mary, up
dated the guidebook food list her 
father and others compiled for 
"two men for two weeks." She 
did this following her 1930 solo 
backpack on the Long Trail from 
Sherburne Pass to Emily Proctor 
Lodge, at age 23. In preparing for 
this hike, she used a guide by 
Kephart (Food for 1 man for 1 
week) as well as the guidebook's 
plan. For one woman for one 
week, she suggested much less 
starch and protein were needed. 
She listed what she took, and 
compared it with what she 
would take another time. 

Now I took along. 2 pounds 
flour, 2 pounds prunes, 1 pound 
rice, 1 pound cornmeal, 1 h pound 
beans, 1 lz pound com, 1 roll 
potato soup, 1 h pound sugar, 
1
;, pound brown sugar, 1 h pound 
cocoa, 114 pound tea, baking 
powder, 1 pound bacon, bouillon 
cubes, 1 pound Klim, 1 h pound 
nuts, 11. pound raisins (total = 

121/z pounds) 
Another time I would take: 

1 pound flour, 'lz pound rice, 
'h pound cornmeal, 11, pound 
beans, 11, pound com, 'h pound 
sugar, 1 h pound Knorr vegetable 
soup, 1 

/4 pound brown sugar, 
1 lz pound cocoa, 1 la pound tea, 
baking powder, 'lz pound bacon, 
bouillon cubes, 1 pound Klim, 
1 h pound nuts, 1 

;, pound raisins, 
'I• pound julienne vegetables, 
1
/.1 pound carrots and Brussel 

sprouts (total = 8'h pounds) 

She also described some ofher 
equipment: 

The waterproof bags in which 
I put my food were very satisfac
tory. Now they are quite dirty on 
the outside. I think I'd better have 
them thoroughly washed, boiled, 
and then waterproof them again 

Th e tent is quite a joy .. The 
tent is simply a tarpaulin of 
tanalite, 6 feet by 8 feet, with 
loops for pitching and loops to 
button a poncho to it. 

She listed her clothing, which 
she decided were very satisfac
tory: 

Silk and wool underwear, 
corduroy trousers, wool socks, 
moccasins, flannel shirt, 
bandannas, cotton shirt, cotton 
trousers, wool socks. 

Her cooking kit she described 
as almost ideal: 

2 quart tin pail with cover, 
1 quart tin pail with cover (nested 
in larger pail), aluminum cup, 
1 quart aluminum saucepan 
with cover, army mess kit, table
spoon and teaspoon. 

The army kit is a little heavy, 
the aluminum cup not very satis
factory Porky teeth marks on the 
handle don't hurt 

She wrote that her toilet 
articles were satisfactory, though 
of spartan simplicity: 

Soap, toothbrush in case (used 
with salt), washcloth, hand 
towel. 

I took only candles by way of 
illumination, figuring that if a 
flashlight went bad, it would be 
just so much dead weight, 
whereas as a candle gets used up, 
it disappears. 

And now I'm wild to go again' 

- Ruth M. Lamb, 
Killington Section, 

Bolton Landing, New York 

EmToR's NoTE: To read more about 
Mary and her fascinating journey 
through life, her memoir, Mary's 
Way: A Memoir of the Life of 
Mary Cooper Back, is available 
from GMC at www green 
mountainclub.org, or at GMC, 
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, 
Waterbury Center, Vermont 
05677; (802) 244-7037. Price 
including shipping: $15.36 
members/ $17.48 nonmembers 
MasterCard, Visa, or checks 
accepted. 

Well Done, GMC! 
This gift comes to you with a 

tremendous "job well done" for 
another year of everything 
positive derived from so many 
experiences which acted to en
hance our and our friends' lives 
as we connected doing outings, 
volunteer work, leading hikes, 
and simply enjoying the Long 
Trail and all that it offers! 

Occasionally, as we met 
people this past year, the 
collective comments from out
of-state'ers and others who 
were having new experiences 
on the LT, was how impressed 
they were with the very valu
able resource the trail is - its 
facilities, the club, and, so 
importantly, all the volunteer 
people who make it possible! 

- Peter Saile, Burlington Section, 
Burlington, Vermont 

Impressive 

Yesterday a small group of 
new environmental science 
students and a couple of faculty 
from Sterling College hiked 
over Mount Mansfield from the 
Stevensville trailhead to the 
Route 108/Long Trail junction. 
We were impressed with the 
GMC staff on the mountain
they were friendly, 
professional, and well-in
formed. I especially enjoyed 
talking to Magge about the Taft 
Lodge composting toilet. 
Thanks to the GMC for working 
hard to conserve the beauty of 
Vermont's Green Mountains. 

- Perry Thomas 

Mount Mansfield as viewed 
from the Forehead. Photo by 
Scot Applegate. 



Three Days on the Trail: The Old Ridge 
Runner, Hool{y Boy, and the PUDs 

"This,• aid the Old Ridge Runner, 
"isa PUD.11 

l grunted, "Huh? A what?" I 
was carrying a fifty-eight-pound backpack 
up the steep trail, and was glad that the 
Old Ridge Runner, also known as Smith 
Edwards, was doing most of the talking. 

"A PUD is a pointless up and down, 11 

explained Smith. "When the trail gets 
relocated into a long climb with no view 
because of politics. Some bureaucrats 
decided that the old, easier route needed 
to be changed." 

The Old Ridge Runner is well known as 
the author of frequent columns in the 
Long Trail News. He is a GMC life mem
ber, former vice president, four-time Long 
Trail end-to-ender, two-time Appalachian 
Trail thru-hiker, and a lovable curmudg
eon. In the previous issue, GMC President 
Marty Lawthers wrote about hiking for a 
month with Smith during her 1986 AT 
thru-hike. Fourteen years later, Smith is 
still hiking, is still very good company, and 
still has many opinions. (On our three-day 
hike, I think I heard every one of those 
opinions!) 

Smith and I were hiking from Route 103 
at Clarendon Gorge, north on the Appala
chian Trail to the Chateauguay Road, 32 
miles away. The third member of our 
party was my ten-year-old son, Micah. He 
was missing the third day of fifth grade 
and had thus been named Hooky Boy. 

Hooky and I had agreed to join Smith for 
one of the seventy sections of"Hands 
Across the Trail" (HATT), a celebration of 
the AT. At noon on September 1, we'd met 
Mrs. Gorp, who lives in Wallingford. Mrs. 
Gorp would be covering her section of the 
HATT, from Route 103 south to Mad Tom 
Notch, in a series of day hikes. 

We were hiking north. It was hot and 
humid and I was rediscovering the ancient 
pain of carrying a way-too-heavy pack. 
Smith was eager to discuss trail politics 
and philosophy. Micah wanted to discuss 
one thing, and one thing only: baseball. 

During the several hours it took us to 
climb up and over steep and shady 
Quimby Mountain, we played an entire 
nine-inning imaginary All-Star game, 

considering the batting average of each 
player. It was strenuous, but very good 
math practice. 

At a brook crossing on the first after
noon, we encountered a bit of trail magic, 
in the form of the famous Hiking Gnome 
(a.k.a. Killington Section's Jerry Parker) 
resupplying the brook with cold sodas. 

Labor Day weekend is an interesting 
time to observe AT thru-hikers in 
Vermont. The northbounders face another 
450 miles before Katahdin, and the clock 
of the seasons is ticking loudly. Assuming 
80 miles a week, they need six more 
weeks of decent weather. Many of the 
folks we met, stragglers, would probably 
get blasted by cold rain, and maybe snow, 
in the Whites, or in the 100-mile wilder
ness of Maine. 

Much to Smith's disappointment, we 
failed to see some of the colorful thru
hikers he had encountered earlier in the 
season, such as the Barefoot Girls and 
Tuba Man (this guy is carrying a thirty
pound tuba all the way to Geor-

caretakers when asked to pay $5 a night in 
shelter fees at caretaker sites. 

Smith detailed a variety of mistakes 
GMC has made over the years. Micah com
pared the merits of Derek Jeter and Alex 
Rodriguez. I hiked between them, caught 
between two distinct, exhausting conver
sations, groping for common themes. In 
hiking, as in baseball, and in life, there are 
ups and downs. The trail changes in its 
detail from one decade to the next, but 
controversies always abound. But there is 
no such thing as a Pointless Up and Down, 
because the joy is in the journey ... 

... and also, in being able to eat enor
mous quantities after a long hike. We 
stopped at an all-you-can-eat buffet in 
Rutland. Hooky Boy ate and ate, like a guy 
who'd been out backpacking. Driving 
home through the darkness, we tuned in 
the ball game, and listened, savoring the 
swirling memories from our days on the 
trail. Hooky Boy was hooked. 

- Ben Rose 

gia). Among the most 
interesting thru-hikers we met 
were a southbound family from 
Maine, including a boy Micah's 
age, a mom and dad, two sis
ters, and an infant in mom's 
backpack. 

The Old Ridge Runner and Micah Rose on the trail. 

Thru-hikers were generally 
critical of the Pico West reloca
tion. The historic route, now a 
blue- blaze, is the more direct 
route to the Inn at the Long 
Trail at Sherburne Pass. The 
new route adds roughly a mile, 
and quite a bit of elevation. 
They seemed to share Smith's 
perspective that the new route 
is a political PUD. We seemed 
to be discovering another trail 
controversy at every turn. 

Smith commented on 
blowdowns and brushing. 
Micah wanted to know who 
I think is the best shortstop in 
the American League. I won
dered out loud how to deal with 
hikers who lambast GMC 
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Field Season an Awesome Start to New Millennium 

W hew! Whal a season. GMC had 
a not he r huge season of accom
plishments made pos ib1e by 

the efforts ofGMC volunteers, staff, and 
donors. Thank you to all who made this 
season a raging success! 

Sections Stupendous 
GMC sections helped with projects all 
along the trail this season. The Burling
ton Section rebuilt Butler Lodge (see page 
16). The Manchester Section rallied to 
re-blaze the trail over Bromley and began 
legwork to build a shelter to replace Mad 
Tom Shelter. The Killington Section 
took on extra trail mileage this year with 
the new Bear Mountain and Killington
Pico relocations. The section will assist 
with a new shelter on the Pico relocation 
to replace Pico Camp. 

The Montpelier Section has been 
working on a Sterling Pond management 
plan. The pond has numerous resource 
issues, including a fragile shoreline, camps 
near the shore, and hiking and ski trails 
that impact the pond. Next year, the sec
tion also honored the memory oflongtime 
member and trail adopter David Morse 
with a new spruce log bench at the vista 
on the Allis Trail. The section dedicated 
the bench, built by Bob Lindemann, in 
September. The Laraway Section as
sisted with the Butler Lodge project and 
also provided assistance at Tillotson Camp 
this fall. The new Northern Frontier Sec
tion is taking on maintenance of the Long 
Trail from Hazen's Notch to the Canadian 
border. Randonnee Aventure, while not 
a GMC section, has continued their main
tenance of the LT from Eden to Hazen's 
Notch. 

The Bennington Section answered fre
quent calls about blowdowns during the 
summer and reopened the trail on a regu
lar basis. The Worcester Section did 
some impressive rock work to improve the 
approach trails to Stratton Pond Shelter. 
In October, the section honored the 
memory of Robert Humes with a dedica
tion of the shelter. Bob was GMC presi
dent from 1969 to 1971, and was an active 
maintainer and shelter builder on the 
southern Long Trail. Shelter builders Erik 

and Laurel Tobiason hung a beautiful 
routed wood sign, created by longtime 
GMC volunteer Cat Eich, after a short cer
emony led by Section Trail and Shelters 
Chair Steve Crowe. The group also recog
nized trail crew member Denny LaForce 
for his twenty years of trail maintenance 
work around Stratton Pond. 

Brattleboro Section volunteers assisted 
with the privy project at Spruce Peak Shel
ter, and the Connecticut Section crew 
once again turned in four weekends on 
their part of the Long Trail. 

Shelter on Stratton Pond, and cleaned 
waterbars on the LT below Taft Lodge. A 
Tufts University freshmen orientation crew 
contributed to site and privy work at 
Congdon Shelter. The King George School 
helped with Tucker Johnson and Kid Gore 
privies. The Harvard University freshmen 
orientation program volunteered for God
dard and Spruce Peak projects. Middlebury 
College cleared extensive growth that filled 
in where the ice storm destroyed the forest 
canopy between Middlebury Gap and Worth 
Mountain, and traveled north to clean 

waterbars below Taft Lodge. Saint 
Michael's College, under the direc
tion of Liz Murphy, packed bark 
mulch into Batten Shelter and Glen 
Ellen Lodge. And UVM Alternative 
Weekend crews cleaned the 
waterbars on the Monroe Trail and 
helped stack the woodpile at Couch
ing Lion Cabin. 

Adopters Aweseome 

In October, the Worcester Section dedicated Stratton 
Pond Shelter, built by Laurel and Erik Tobiason . 

Shelter adopter Marge Fish and 
friends reroofed Big Branch Shelter 
this spring. Adopter Alan Monahan 
replaced the stove at Corliss Camp. 
Sterling Section stalwarts Smith 

Privies Produced 

Staff and volunteers upgraded many Long 
Trail privies this season, work that is easily 
overlooked but always appreciated when 
nature calls. Volunteer builders deserve 
much gratitude: Jeff Bostwick (Puffer), 
Scott Christiansen (Spruce Ledge), Don 
Hill (Tillotson), Russ Jolly (Spruce Peak), 
Don Whitney (Tucker Johnson and 
Rolston Rest), Gil Patnoe and Cheryl 
Vreeland (Butler), and Seth Coffey (Hump 
Brook). Additionally, Ridgerunner Tom 
Mulcahy and Field Supervisor Greg West
ern replaced the old Cooper Pooper with a 
larger composting outhouse with the assis
tance of Volunteers for Peace. 

Colleges Collaborate 
College groups helped with numerous 
projects this year. Vermont Student Assis
tance Corporation (VSAC) assisted with the 
Rolston Rest privy. Putney School moved 
privies at Bourn Pond, tore down Vandell 

Edwards and Bob Lindemann 
replaced the stove and stovepipe at Beaver 
Meadow Lodge. Former caretaker Paul 
Brown built a composting drying rack at 
Gorham Lodge. Former caretaker and LT 
Patroller Tom Rowen built a new drying 
rack for the Stratton Pond Shelter. Eric 
Seidel of the Montpelier Section replaced 
the drying rack at Watson Camp. The Boy 
Scouts assisted at Clarendon Shelter and 
hauled materials up to Butler and Taft. 

Long Trail Patrols Lauded 
The Long Trail Patrol was very active this 
season. In addition to rebuilding Peru Peak 
Shelter, the crews completed tread work on 
Tillotson Peak and the Beaver Meadow 
Trail, spent three weeks clearing the vegeta
tion that has sprouted between Sherburne 
Pass and Brandon Gap after the ice storm, 
worked seven weeks on the Long Trail and 
Clark Brook Trail in the BreadloafWilder
ness, and labored four weeks clearing Hurri
cane Floyd damage on the Long Trail and 
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the Worcester Range. They 
also completed two weeks of 
rock work on Stowe Pinnacle, 
and put in six weeks of tread 
repair and erosion control 
on the LT over Whiteface 
Mountain. Hats off to long
time crew leaders John 
Bennett and Jay Drake, and 
late season crew leaders Matt 
Bowser and Erin Amadon! 

The Volunteer Long Trail 
Patrol (VL TP) built a new 
bridge over Roaring Brook in 
Wallingford Gulf. The VL TP 
and Vermont Youth Conser
vation Corps crews also did 
tread work on the Pico relo
cation, and worked on the 
Appalachian Trail near Kent 
Pond. Crew leaders Jon 
Winans and Adam Sherman, 
assisted by intern Anders 
Krauss from Sterling College, 
provided capable leadership. 

Thank you to all the volun
teers and staff who got the 
new millennium off to a 
great start at GMC! The Long 
Trail is the accumulation of 
ninety years of effort, and 
wouldn't be possible without 
you. - DHIPKIGW 

Leo Leach (middle) and friends 
work on yet another privy project. 

VOLUNTEER SUMMIT 
CARETAKER PROGRAM 
A SUCCESS 
T he Volunteer Summit 
I Caretaker program was ini

tiated in 1998 in response to the 
increasing number of hikers 
traveling in the fragile alpine 
zones of Mount Mansfield and 
Camel's Hump. To date, volun
teers have worked more than 
one thousand hours over the 
past three years. Volunteer 
Carol Gregory coordinated the 
effort, working closely with 
GMC staff Pete Ketcham, Susan 
Sakash, and Tim Sullivan to 
provide assistance when it was 
needed most. Thank you, 
Carol, for your efforts. The 
GMC thanks the following vol
unteers for contributing a total 
of 352 hours to the program 
this season: Dave Blumenthal, 
Peter Chapman, Greg Fatigate, 
Justin Francese, Carol Gregory, 
Elliot Jacobs, Don Melch, Liz 
Murphy, Neil Roberts, Julia 
Waberseck, and veteran Volun
teer Caretaker Daan Zwick 
(original Taft Lodge Caretaker 
1938 to 1941!). - PK 

NORTHERN FRONTIER 
HOSTS WATERBAR 
WORKSHOP 

In August, a group from 
Montreal's Randonee Aven

ture, led by Maureen Robert
son, attended a rock waterbar 
workshop hosted by Rolf 
Anderson and the new North
ern Frontier Section. Former 
Long Trail Patrol leader Eric 
Scharnberg led the workshop. 
The goal of this workshop was 
to help teach trail reconstruc
tion techniques to the 
volunteers who maintain the 
northern part of the LT. Much 
of the northern Long Trail is in 
need of erosion control. The 
work site was just north of 
Hazen's Notch. The group 
spent the first part of the morn-
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ing on safety concerns and the 
fundamentals ofwaterbars, and 
then split into two groups to 
build two new rock waterbars on 
a steep slope. The GMC thanks 
Rolf, Eric, Maureen, and a great 
crew for their hard work. - PK 

W INTER CARET AKERS 
ON CAMEL'S HUMP 

The GMC will once again 
I staff volunteer caretakers at 

Couching Lion in cooperation 
with the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks, and Recreation. 
Chris Dodson and Tami Walsh 
will provide early winter cover
age, while Val Stori will return in 
early March to finish out the 
winter season at the foot of 
Camel's Hump. This program 
provides low key outreach on 
Camel's Hump during the 
popular winter months. Stop by 
to wish them well! - DH 

RECREATION ECOLOGIST 
VISITS LONG TRAIL 

T he Appalachian Trail 
Conference arranged for 

Recreation Ecologist Dr. Jeff 
Marion to help the club review 
campsite management strategies 
at Stratton Pond and 
Glastenbury's Goddard Shelter. 
Dr. Marion has been working 
with other AT trail clubs to 
develop guidelines for managing 
designated campsites along the 
Appalachian Trail. Dr. Marion 
determined that the GMC needs 
to make only minor changes to 
improve the camping options at 
Stratton Pond. At Goddard, 
where use has increased signifi
cantly over the past several 
years, there is a significant 
amount of work to do . - DH 

2000 GMC FIELD 
STAFF 

FIELD SUPERVISORS 

Pete Ketcham 
Val Stori 
Greg Western 

LEAD CARET AKERS 

Mount Mansfield: Susan Sakash 
Camel's Hump: Tim Sullivan 

CARETAKERS 

Sterling Pond: Gen Morley, 
Catey Ritchie 
Mount Mansfield: Brandon 
Alleman, Max Allen, Sara 
Antoniello, Lloyd Graves, Zach 
Guilmette, Leigh Newman, Magge 
Stone, Nick Watson 
Camel's Hump: Wes Arnold, Leah 
Burdick, Chris Dodson, Anders 
Krauss, Nate Moreau, Heather Root 
Battell Shelter/Mount 
Abraham: Max Allen 
Skyline Lodge: Travis Zadeh 
Coolidge Range Ridgerunner: 
Kate Fish, Tom Mulcahy 
Little Rock Pond: Abby Hood, 
Lindsey Wormwood 
Griffith Lake: Tami Walsh 
Stratton Mountain: Hugh and 
Jeanne Joudry 
Stratton Pond: Todd Owens 
Glastenbury Ridgerunner: 
Kate Fish 

LONG TRAIL PATROL 

Crew Leaders: Erin Amadon, 
Eric Anderson, John Bennet, Matt 
Bowser, Jay Drake, Bill Sears 
Long Trail Patrol: Brandon 
Alleman, Ian Anderson (volunteer), 
Tyler Chapman, Sue Charles, 
Jeanne Coleman, Andy Cook 
(volunteer), Hannah Donner, Cat 
Eich, Susannah Erwin, Clint Fuhr, 
Ned Green, Melanie Grubman, 
Chris Holroyd (volunteer), Jon 
Moore, Molly O'Brien, Kate 
Pattison, Jeremey Raynor, Matt 
Shannon, Liz Williams 
Volunteer Long Trail Patrol 
Leaders: Ander Krauss (intern), 
Adam Sherman, Jon Winans 
Butler Lodge Construction 
Crew: Jay Drake, Mike Dwyer, 
MattSapir 



AmeriCorps Member Takes 
on Group Use Program 

For the past three years, 
sea onal group ou treach 
coordinators have worked 

at GMC to contact and educate 
groups about trail use issues. 
The coordinator keeps track of 
groups using the LT I AT in 
Vermont and educates them 
about Leave No Trace (LNT), 
minimizing group size, and the 
Green Mountain Club. This 
year GMC received an Ameri
Corps grant to bring Brian Aust 
on until August 2001 as the 
group outreach coordinator. 

Since starting in mid
September, Brian has been 
responding to a steady stream 
of group evaluation forms from 
site caretakers and providing 
feedback to group leaders 
about their preparedness, lead
ership, and minimum impact 
skills. He's made site visits to 
Mount Mansfield, Camel's 
Hump, and Stratton Pond to 
familiarize himself with these 
high-use sites and experience 
firsthand the impacts of 
crowds on these fragile sites. 

Over the past three years, 
the group use program has 
been a reactive one, dealing 
with problems after they have 
occurred, responding to 
requests for information, and 
giving presentations to those 
who ask. Brian hopes to make 
the program more proactive by 
seeking out group leaders 
before they hit the trail. 

"Many trip leaders just aren't 
aware of how detrimental large 
groups are to the natural envi
ronment and other hikers," 
says Brian. "We want to help 
them learn to limit their size, 
be considerate of others, and 
not occupy more than halfofa 
shelter's capacity." 

About Leave No Trace, Brian 
is more philosophical, "To 

many people, it's an alien 
concept that needs to be taught 
experientially. Give a hoot, 
don't pollute isn't enough. 
Leave No Trace has seven 
essential points, with the un
derlying theme ofleaving a 
place exactly as it was found as 
its foundation." 

With Vermont's Long Trail 
System experiencing increased 
use by organized groups, 
invariably problems arise . 
Recently, 140 people from one 

Groups love to flock to 
Vermont's high peaks. 

school marched up Mount 
Mansfield; another day, 
several groups, totaling in the 
hundreds, converged on top of 
Camel's Hump. 

"There's always something 
to do, whether it's contacting 
leaders, giving a presentation, 
or getting out there preemp
tively," reports Brian. The 
GMC wishes Brian an em
phatic "good luck!" Any GMC 
member who is interested in 
planning a group trip should 
call GMC and ask for Brian at 
extension 27. The GMC thanks 
the AmeriCorps program and 
the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board for making 
this position possible . 

MONROE RANGER 
CABIN TO BE REPAIRED 

The Monroe Ranger Cabin 
(a lso known as the Couch

ing Lion Cabin) at the base of 
the Monroe Trail is the year
round home of GMC's summit 
caretaker program on Camel's 
Hump. To improve the cabin 
for winter use by GM C's field 
staff, the Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks, and Recre
ation is funding the purchase of 
a metal roof and a firewood 
shed. This work will take place 
in spring 2001. For this winter, 
volunteer Cat Eich and friends 
constructed a temporary wood
shed and patched the roof with 
roofing tar to prevent leaking 
from melting snow. The GMC 
thanks Forest and Park's Gary 
Sawyer for his support, and Cat 
for her efforts. - PK 

MANSFIELD'S STONE 
HUT RENOVATED 

This summer, the hi, toric 
Slone Hut (a cabin built by 

the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in the 1930s) underwent major 
renovations. The Stone Hut was 
part of the original design for 
the primitive recreational use 
of Mount Mansfield well before 
Stowe Mountain Resort (SMR) 
existed. Today the Stone Hut is 
used by the GM C's summit 
caretaker program from May 
through October. During the 
remainder of the year, the Ver
mont Youth Conservation 
Corps manages the hut for win
ter sports enthusiasts. While 
the hut was under construction, 
GMC's caretakers lived in Taft 
Lodge and Stowe Mountain 
Resort's ski patrol building. The 
GMC thanks the resort for the 
use of this building. The club 
also thanks the Vermont De
partment of Forests, Parks, and 
Recreation's Susan Bulmer and 
Frank Spaulding for spearhead
ing the Stone Hut repairs. - PK 

PUNCHEON INSTALLED 
ON AMHERST TRAIL 

On a cold and icy Columbus 
Day Saturday, volunteer 

Steve Cothalis of Fairfax, and his 
friends, joined GMC summit 
caretakers to install ten hemlock 
puncheon (bog bridges) along 
the Amherst Trail near the 
Summit Station on Mount 
Mansfield. The Amherst Trail is 
a bad weather bypass off the 
Long Trail. Steve went a step 
beyond last year's ridgeline work 
outing by providing the volun
teer labor and raising the funds 
to pay for half the materials. He 
also treated his crew to breakfast 
beforehand! GMC thanks Steve 
and friends, the Nikken Corpora
tion, and the Northwest Medical 
Center in St. Albans for making 
this project happen. - PK 

STARK'S NEST 
RENOVATION AT 
MAD RIVER GLEN 

Mad River Glen Ski Area's 
summit lodge, Stark's 

Nest, underwent a major 
renovation this summer. The 
building, which doubles as a 
Long Trail shelter in the sum
mer, was in dire need of repair. 
In years past, Stark's Nest was 
used as a warming hut and 
refreshments were sold there. 
The Mad River Cooperative 
hopes to revive that great tradi
tion. The renovations include a 
seating area, fireplace, and 
interpretive displays, along with 
an upgrade to the Ski Patrol's 
lair. The management worked 
closely with the GMC to factor 
the needs of Long Trail hikers 
into the renovation. 
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HOW ABOUT 
A CANOE? 

I t's the first annual GMC 
Canoe Silent Auction! Do you 

have a canoe lying around your 
yard or in your garage that you 
are not using? Would you like to 
find a new home for it? Well, 
we can help. The GMC wants to 
hold a silent auction for canoes 
this coming spring to raise 
funds for trail maintenance. We 
need new or used (in reason
ably good condition) canoes to 
auction off. And guess what? 
You can make a tax-deductible 
donation to the club, help the 
field programs get off to a 
thumping good start, and find a 
happy new owner for your 
neglected canoe. Sounds like a 
pretty good deal all around. So, 
get out your paddles, dust off 
your unused canoe, and call 
Jane Coffey or Bob Lincoln at 
the GMC at (802) 244-7037. Let's 
talk canoes! 

HEADQUARTERS 
HAPPENINGS 

GMC headquarters renova
tions progressed through

out the summer and fall. Cat 
Eich, Woodside Juvenile Reha
bilitation Services, led by Lee 
Winchester, and the Laraway 
School helped with projects as 
the field staff moved into a 
temporary trailer. Trail crew 
put in extra work to build fenc
ing and construct a fantastic 
tool workshop in the North 
Barn. Cat was the prime mover 
in changing the look of the 
backyard from an abandoned 
lot to a well-landscaped lawn. 
She also routed wooden signs 
for the trail. Additional trail 

signs were donated by Bill 
Carris and Carris Reels Inc. of 
Rutland. - DH 

STAFF NEWS 

There are many goings on 
with the GMC staff hese 

days. Romance, babies, mas
ter's degree pursuits, depar
tures, and awards top the list of 
events. 

It is with great sadness that 
GMC bids farewell to Director 
of Education Karen 
Sharpwolf. Karen is leaving 
GMC to complete her master's 
degree in education at Saint 
Michael's College. Karen came 
to GMC in 1995 to launch the 
education program. She has 
done a stellar job and will be 
sorely missed. This past sum
mer, Karen was promoted to 
director of education. Scott 
Smalley will be coming on 
board as education coordinator 
in January. A complete fare
well to Karen and a welcome to 
Scott will appear in the spring 
LTN. 

The staff welcomes Sandy 
Tarburton back after a three
month maternity leave with 
her new baby son, River. 
Sandy, who was promoted to 
director of member services 
this summer, has returned 
part-time. She will be working 
Monday through Wednesday, 
reserving the rest of the week 
to spend time with River, who 
she says is cuter than the rest 
of the staff. We beg to differ! 

Ah, wedded bliss. Office 
Manager Jane Boudreau wed 
former GMC field supervisor 
Seth Coffey on September 9. 
The joyful wedding took place 
in Eliot, Maine with nearly all 
GMC staff in attendance. The 
happy couple enjoyed a three
week honeymoon vacationing 
in Maine, visiting Monhegan 
Island, Acadia, and hiking on 
the Appalachian Trail. 
Congratulations, Jane and 
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Seth. What a matchmaker 
GMCis! 

Thanks to a nomination 
from GMC's Bob Northrop, 
Sylvia Plumb, director of 
communications, received the 
"Vermont Leaders in Fitness 
and Sports Award," from the 
Vermont Governor's Council 
on Physical Fitness. The award 
recognized her contribution to 
physical fitness and sports 
through her writing and edit
ing of GMC publications and 
her promotion of the Long 
Trail and Green Mountain 
Club. Congratulations, Sylvia, 
you had better keep that skiing 
and running up! 

In September, GMC wel
comed Brian Aust to the club 
as the group outreach coordi
nator. Brian joins GMC as the 
club's first AmeriCorps mem
ber. For the past three years, 
the group outreach coordinator 
position has been a seasonal 
position. The funding from 
AmeriCorps allows the GMC to 
expand the position through 
the winter and spring until 
August 2001. 

Brian is an avid outdoors
person who earned his 
bachelor's degree in biology 
from Marlboro College in 1994. 
This past year, he completed 
his master's in environmental 

J 

Brian Aust 

biology at Antioch New England 
Graduate School. 

Brian's prior interests have 
been focused in field orni
thology, specifically, the ecology 
and conservation of neotropical 
migratory songbirds such as 
warblers, thrushes, and tana
gers. Brian witnessed the north
ernmost known breeding 
population of Louisiana Water
thrushes on the Long Trail at 
Devil's Gulch in Eden, Vermont. 
He has also researched birds 
along the Appalachian Trail in 
Tennessee and North Carolina 
and nest-searched and 
researched birds breeding in 
Illinois, Minnesota, Michigan's 
upper peninsula, downeast 
Maine, and the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire. Brian has 
also backpacked in the desert 
southwest, the Talkeetna Moun
tains of Alaska, and the vast wil
derness of his native New Jersey 
and adjacent New York State. 
For more about the group out
reach program, turn to page 8. 

Bob Northrop nominated Sylvia Plumb, 
director of communications, for a recent award. 



Long Trail Protection Progress 
LONG TRAIL 
PROTECTED ON 
MANSFIELD'S RIDGE 

On eptember 6, the Green 
Mountain lub and the 

Mount Mansfield Company 
(d.b.a. Stowe Mountain Resort) 
signed an agreement perma
nently protecting more than a 
mile of the Long Trail north of 
the Chin from future develop
ment. This agreement will pre
clude the cutting of additional 
ski trails north of the existing 
Chin Clip Trail. In a separate 
document executed the same 
day, Mount Mansfield Com
pany conveyed to GMC a right
of-way easement for the Long 
Trail and the Lakeview and 
Canyon Trails on its property 
in the vicinity of the visitor 
center, immediately north of 
the Nose. 

These agreements, the result 
of nearly three years of discus
sions and negotiations, have 
been submitted to the District 
Five Environmental Commis
sion and will be incorporated 
into the conditions of the 
Mount Mansfield Company's 
Act 250 master plan. GMC 
participated in a collaborative 
planning process initiated by 

Mount Mansfield to develop 
the plan which they submitted 
to Act 250. Hearings recently 
concluded on their application. 

Henry Lunde, president and 
general manager of the resort, 
said, "I'm very pleased that the 
Green Mountain Club was 
active in the master planning 
process. The Mount Mansfield 
Company has historically sup
ported hiking on its land and 
land it leases from the state of 
Vermont. This agreement fur
ther endorses and guarantees 
protection of a very important 
asset of the state - the Long 
Trail System." 

"This is a good agreement for 
hikers," said Ben Rose, GMC 
executive director. "It allows 
Stowe Mountain Resort to 
increase their lift capacity 
without compromising the his
toric Haselton Trail. It protects 
the area around Taft Lodge, 
and assures that the Long Trail 
will always remain in its cur
rent location on the top of the 
ridgeline." 

GMC's work on the agree
ments began in 1998 with then
Director of Field Programs 
Lars Botzojorns and extensive 
discussion by the Trail Man-

Mansfield's summit ridge. 

agement Committee. Director 
of Land Protection Susan Shea 
and Ben Rose negotiated the 
final wording of the documents 
with Hank Lunde and Stowe 
Mountain Planning Director 
Rob Apple, with Ben reporting 
regularly to the Executive 
Committee. Stewardship Coor
dinator Matt Moore provided 
invaluable field work and 
cartographic support. - BR 

GMC PROTECTS 
PROPERTY 
IN HAZEN'S NOTCH 

In October, the Green Moun
tain Club purchased 110 

acres in Westfield's dramatic 
Hazen's Notch from Bernhard 
Echt of Alabama. The parcel's 
upper slopes form part of the 
notch, of which the distinctive 
shape can be seen from miles 
away. The Long Trail is within 
100 feet of the property bound
ary_ The tract also has frontage 
on both sides of scenic Route 
58, the route of the historic 
Bailey-Hazen Military Road. 
Both the Catamount Trail and 
a VAST snowmobile trail fol
low this unplowed section of 
Route 58 through the property 
and the notch in winter. This 

woodland parcel abuts land 
previously conserved by 
GMC, now part of the 
Hazen's Notch State Park and 
Natural Area. 

The land will be transfered 
to the state of Vermont for 
addition to the park, with 
GMC retaining conservation 
restrictions. State ownership 
will prevent the building of 
homes or camps along Route 
58. Building has increased in 
recent years on both the 
Lowell and Montgomery 
sides of the notch. Conserva-

lion will also ensure that heavy 
logging, which has taken place 
on this land in the past, does 
not degrade the beauty of the 
notch in the future . - SS 

PROTECTING BLACK 
FALLS - NORTHERN 
FOREST JEWEL 

GMC is working on an 
exciting conservation 

project. The club has obtained 
an option to buy the Black Falls 
tract in northern Vermont. 
This 3,764-acre property, adja
cent to the Long Trail corridor, 
has been recognized as a 
"Jewel of the Northern Forest" 
by the Northern Forest Alli
ance, a coalition of conserva
tion groups working to protect 
the land and way oflife in the 
Northern Forest. 

The Black Falls tract is a 
viewshed for more than four 
miles of the Long Trail, con
tains a mile of the Catamount 
Trail (the end-to-end cross
country ski trail), and serves as 
an important watershed. It also 
has significant ecological 
values, including a site with 
three rare plants. Many species 
of wildlife are abundant, such 
as moose, deer, fisher, bobcat, 
coyote, fox, hawks, and forest 
interior songbirds such as the 
scarlet tanager. Seven 
extensive beech stands provide 
critical feeding habitat for 
black bear. 

The opportunity to protect 
such a special property is rare. 
GMC is working on securing 
grants for the majority of the 
money, but still needs to raise 
thousands of dollars more. If 
you can help conserve this 
wild place, contact Bob Lin
coln, director of development, 
at (802) 244-7037, ext. 21. - SS 
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A GIFT OF 
APPRECIATION 

W hen a donor is consider
ing a gill to the Green 

Mountain Club, he or she 
usually thinks of giving a cash 
donation. However, people 
often make contributions that 
include tax benefits. Such 
assets as stocks and bonds, real 
estate, and tangible personal 
property that have appreciated 
in value are prime examples. 
When contributing long-term 
property of various types, you 
can receive a charitable 
deduction for your gift and avoid 
paying capital-gains taxes on the 
gain in value of the property. 
And the donor can deduct the 
full fair-market value of the 
property at the time the dona
tion is made. There are also 
carry-over considerations for 
large gifts that may be linked to 
one's income. Other aspects of 
this form of giving may be of 
value to a donor. Please consult 

with your attorney about your 
own personal situation as it 
pertains to the tax benefits of a 
gift of appreciated property. 
If you would like to communi
cate with the GMC about this 
matter in strict confidence, 
contact Bob Lincoln, director 
of development at (802) 244-
7037, or e-mail bob@green 
mountain club.org. 

YOUR END-OF-VEAR 
CONTRIBUTION KEEPS 
USON A ROLL! 

W e are about to complete 
a year of change, excite

ment, and, yes, extraordinary 
accomplishments! Much of 
our progress is due to GMC 
members who volunteer their 
time, skills, and financial 
support. Please sustain our 
momentum and consider a tax
deductible, end-of- year gift. 
We will put your gift to work! 
Thank you. 

MAD RIVER GLEN TELE-RAMA 

GMCers SlciHalf Price! 
JANUARY 21 AND 22, 2001 

GMC members with membership cards ski for $20 -

half off the regular weekend rate of $40. 

ALL WEEKEND LONG 

The mountain will be a buzz of activity with 
naturalist programs, telemark clinics, product 
demos, and snowshoe hikes. For information 

and a schedule of events, call Mad River Glen at 
(802) 496-3551, or visit the website at 

www.madriverglen.com. 
"Our mission fits perfectly with the goals of the 
Green Mountain Club. There is a great deal of 
membership crossover already. This is a won
derful way to educate more of our skiers about 

the GMC," said Eric Friedman, marketing direc-
tor of Mad River Glen. "I hope that GMC 

members become intrigued by what we are 
working to achieve with the cooperative." 
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Tubbs to Donate $10 per 
Snowshoe Sal_e to GMC! 
Tubbs will donate $10 to the Green Mountain Club for every pair 
of Tubbs snowshoes sold to a GMC member through April 1. Sim
ply purchase your snowshoes from any retailer, fill in the coupon 
below, and mail the coupon along with a copy of your receipt to 
the GMC. Also, check out www.tubbs-trailnet.com for places to 
snowshoe. Submit a trail and receive a free Tubbs Trail Net Guide 
T-shirt! Thanks! 

TUBBS SNOWSHOE COUPON 
I 
1 N~me ............................................................................................................................. . 
I 

Address ......... ... .. .............................. ..............................•........................................•...••.. 

City/State/Zip ....................................• , .........• , ...................................................... .......... . 

E-mail address ....................... ............................. ................................................. ........... . 

Male/Female (opt.) ............................ ......... .... .. ............ Age (opt.) ... ......................... ... .. 

Snowshoe Skill Level: II Beginner II Intermediate II Expert 
Mail coupon & receipt to: GMC, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 



"To Each Climber the Mountain ls V[fferent" 

-wiw-:reople 
IIike End-tt>-End 

~-~;; ~~:~~~i~:~;:~~ ll f ! ,.from end to end? It's 

• ~~~:o~!:;~~!J~;:in 
tedious slogging through black mud, with a 
pack so heavy you wonder if you'll ever be 
able to straighten your back again. It's try
ing to light a silly toy stove, while swatting 
at killer no-see-urns. It's sleeping on tortur
ous wooden bunks, dreaming of your own 
bed-if you could only fall asleep. 

But you are dead tired, and you do fall 
asleep. And the next morning you wake 
up ridiculously refreshed-ready to do it 
all over again. 

Since 1943, 2,494 hikers have done the 
LT end-to-end and filed a report with the 
GMC. (The club began keeping these 
records in 1943.) Their written reports tell 
of physical and emotional highs and lows, 
often in the same paragraph. 

In the end, however, good memories 
prevail, explaining why so many scramble 
the length of the rugged Green Mountains. 
On this 9Q'h anniversary of the founding of 
the GMC, it seems appropriate to share 
some quotes of praise for the Long Trail. 

End-to-enders frequently capture their 
hiking experience in words that are vivid 
and even poetic: 

To me in memory, the Long Trail means 
chickadees calling from the balsams, soft 
forest duff under foot, blue sky overhead, 
and frequent vistas of distant mountain 
peaks. (1962) 

Another hiker expresses himself this 
way: 

I was drawn to the cool green mountains 
with their moss covered rocks, paths lined 
with fems, beautiful rocky streames [sic.] 
and swaying bridges, peaceful ponds, and 
the beauty of the birch and pine trees. 
(1965) 

Some take a while to 
warm to the exertions of 
the Long Trail, but even
tually become converts, 
like this man from New 
York: 

My original impression 
of the trail was very 
poor. Past hiking I could 
easily walk two miles an 
hour and often three. I'd 
expected to do the same 
in Vermont. The 
amount of blowdowns, 
lack of blazes and rough 
footway, not to mention the snow each 
time atop the higher mountains, tempted 
me to call it quits and head south instead. 
By the time I had taken a few short trips 
in August of'6 7, my attitude had changed. 
I began to appreciate the difference in this 
trail and real admiration for those who 
maintain such a trail that is usable for 
such a short hiking season. 

Some start hiking with no intention of 
becoming end-to-enders, but are drawn in. 
Here is Victor Johnson, who died recently, 
leaving a generous bequest to the GMC: 

... we gradually swung to the idea of 
completing the entire Trail. We are glad 
we did. In retrospect, the wild, mist
shrouded and foot-weary stretches, such 
as that over the two un-named peaks 
north of Jay, silent except for the call of a 
'white-throat,' served to draw us closer to 
what we choose to call 'the true heart of 
Vermont'' (1962) 

Some end-to-end reports contain rhap
sodic descriptions of specific locations. 
A man from Pennsylvania finds Butler 
Lodge, 

... the most beautiful setting imaginable 
to spend such a perfect evening. The mas
sive wall of Mansfield rising behind the 

Lodge was impressive 
in the afternoon sun. 
Later Lake Champlain 
stretching across the 
valley before us and the 
Adirondacks silhouetted 
in a glorious sunset 
more than paid for all 
the sweat and travail of 
the day. (1968) 

Another hiker, from 
Connecticut, describes 
one of his favorite 
spots on the Long Trail 
this way: 

Over the hill to Lottery Road, the quiet 
beauty of the pastures, up to the summit of 
Beacon Hill and down to Clarendon ... A 
grassy pasture, lots of pines, a flowing 
brook, and a large white birch framed 
against a hillside alive with reds, yellows, 
oranges, and greens in the midaftemoon 
sun. (1972) 

Individual Vermont peaks all have their 
supporters. Abraham, named for President 
Lincoln, is a perennial favorite among 
backpackers and day hikers alike: 

Mt. Abraham is beautiful. I looked at 
Champlain late one afternoon and saw a 
thin blanket of water vapor which was be
ing struck by the sun forming a magnifi
cent rainbow which means a layering 
effect. Champlain, vapor blanket, rain
bow and bright blue sky with the whitest 
billowy clouds, such a picture. (1972) 

A Massachusetts hiker paints a picture 
of sunrise from the top of Killington, 
which was also the original name for the 
town of Sherburne (which recently re
claimed the Killington name) 

The most dramatic moment of all these 
trips was a morning when we climbed to 
the top of Killington from Cooper Lodge in 
time to see the sun rise directly over Mt. 
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Moosilauke. The valleys were dark and 
misty and one could easily succumb to the 
fantasy that he was alone in a vast wilder
ness, as the sun gradually illumined the 
peaks and ranges below. (1964) 

For many, the Long Trail offers an 
escape from the pressures and breakneck 
speed of the modern world, a need that 
seems more critical now than when this 
New Yorker walked the trail almost thirty 
years ago: 

The Vermont experience has offered a ma
chine-free perspective in a world of motors 
and frozen foods, a less-threatening envi
ronment where most people are fellow 
hikers who share a bond by their having 
walked in. Also prized is the release from 
anything other than personal responsibil
ity (not having to think of global and 
abstract problems). The concentration on 
inter-personal skills without the competi
tion of remote- and mass-media devices 
was 'refreshing'' (1972) 

What would this hiker think, I wonder, 
of today's growing dependency on cell 
phones, often a 'security blanket' for 
unprepared hikers? 

Some end-to-enders try to explain to 
their own satisfaction why they choose to 
hike the Long Trail: 

Why did I hike the Long Trail from End to 
End. Who knows? I guess it's just like the 
mountaineer who climbed the mountain 
because it was there. I think that the point 
to be taken from our trail activity is that 
man still retains that urge to do it himself 
On the trail one voluntarily accepts the 
little inconveniences, but is confidently the 
master of his whole environment. It may 
be just an illusion, but the call of the wild 
is loud and clear. And now it looks like the 
end of my hiking days, but not of my Ver
mont days. I am beginning my postulancy 
as a Benedictine Monk at Weston Priory 
in Weston, Vermont. Here I am sur
rounded by the mountains that I love so 
well. (1964) 

There would be no LT without trail 
workers, and they receive their share of 
appreciation from grateful end-to-enders. 
Here is a mother who hikes with her 
children: 

My enthusiasm springs not only from my 
own love of the Long Trail, but from my 
gratitude to those who continue to make it 

possible for my children and their friends 
to know and love the outdoors and the wil
derness as I wish every child could. (1959) 

The final word goes to a New Jersey 
man, who aptly sums up what the Long 
Trail is about: 

The scenery is great, but greater yet is the 
experience that one creates. It cannot just 
happen passively. To each climber the 
mountain is different and the experience is 
a personal thing which he has forced to 
happen. (1972) 

In this anniversary year, it seems more 
important than ever to complete the pro-

tection of the remaining miles of the Long 
Trail: the trail is a national recreational 
resource, a safety valve in an ever more 
complicated world. It is one of the rare 
places left in the Northeast where you can 
pare life down to its essentials, carrying on 
your own back what you need for suste
nance, warmth, and shelter. While re
sponding to the splendor of the Long Trail, 
you restore the spirit as well as the body. 

- Reidun D. Nuquist 

Reidun Nuquist is a Montpelier Section member 
and frequent contributor to the Long Trail 
News, This article is based on her reading of 
end-to-end reports in the GMC archives. 

Sterling Section members Ocsanna Case (left) with her mother, Irena, at milepost 592 on the 
Canadian-U.S. border, October, 1976. FACING PAGE: End-to-ender foe Quinn at the summit of 
Mount Mansfield, July, 1992. 
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Meet Pam Ahlen- Volunteer Extraordinaire! 

latively new Vermont resident, Pam Ahlen 
s done a lifetime's worth of volunteering 
or the GMC in seven short years-from 
corridor monitoring, to leading teacher 

workshops, to serving as a board member. Pam has 
been instrumental in developing and guiding the 
GMC education program from its infancy to where it 
is today-a recognized and important component 

of the Green Mountain Club. As a staff person who has 
worked closely with Pam for five years, I can say 
that her insight, energy, and passion for the Long Trail 
is inspiring and infectious to all who work with her. 
- By Karen Sharpwolf 

14 

Tell me about your first hiking experience. 

This will date how old I am! In the early 1950s, my parents 
would come to Stowe, Vermont because their friends 
owned a ski chalet. My father took me on a chair lift up 
Mount Mansfield and I hiked to the top of the Nose and to 
the Chin. 

What inspired you to become a GMC volunteer? 

In 1988, we bought a home in Barnard, Vermont and we 
went back and forth from Florida on vacation with the 
thought that in a few years we would move permanently 
to Vermont. At that time, we joined the "O" Section to 
meet folks and to learn about hiking trails in Vermont. 
When we moved here full time in 1993, I became a 
volunteer. I wanted to become a board member, and Don 
Whitney, who was a director from our section, was 
leaving. I became his replacement in 1994. In 1995 the 
education program began. Dennis Shaffer, who was 
the executive director, asked me to be the Education 
Committee chair. 

What volunteer jobs have you done since then? 

I have been a director for six years and been head of the 
Education Committee. I participated in long-term plan
ning and the capital plan. I have been on the Sections 
Committee and done trail work. My husband and I are cor
ridor monitors on the AT from Stony Brook to River Road. 

What do you think the role of education 
is in the GMC? 

There are many components to the role of education in 
the GMC. It is important that we educate our members, 
which might include hard skills such as SOLO and map 
and compass. It should also include how to hike, how to be 
a responsible hiker, group outreach with our own mem
bers, how to draw in new members, and how to be a 
responsible outdoorsperson. Then there is the educational 
component of children, reaching out to the schools and 
teaching them to appreciate the outdoors, teaching them 
to teach their parents to be more sensitive to the environ
ment. Overall, appreciation of the aesthetics of the 
outdoor experience is probably the best thing that we 
could do to educate people. It is also the most difficult be
cause it does not have a measurable focus. It is really 
the same role as spirituality in music or art, to appreciate 
the surroundings, to be aware of them and to be one with 
them. There are many ways to educate. It is a big job. 

What does the Long Trail mean to you? 

When I first moved to Vermont, I joined the GMC, but I 
did not know about the Long Trail. I then began hiking 
segments of the Long Trail with friends who were com
pleting the LT, and little by little, I had done over one 
hundred miles of the LT and knew that it was something I 
could do. Then it became a goal to complete the LT. I have 
a very special affinity for it. And, then I looked at the 
pictures of Vermont and the spine of Vermont. I look 
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there and say, "I have been there, I have 
done that and it was a wonderful experi
ence." So, I am grateful that I did the entire 
LT. I am grateful that people had the fore
sight to establish a hiking system in Vermont 
and understand what that would mean for 
others. And I would like to do the LT again 
now that it has been relocated. 

Tell me an interesting story from 
one of your Long Trai1 adventures. 

One is a porcupine story. My husband and I 
were hiking a short segment of the trail and 
we ended at David Logan Shelter at 10:00 P.M. 

We were very tired and there were two por
cupines asleep in the bunk. This is before I 
understood what porcupines were and what 
they did. I did not know what they were go
ing to do ... shoot their quills? I did not know 
if they were dead, sick, or rabid. My husband 
fell asleep and one porcupine was under my 
bunk and the other one was on the other 
side. In the middle of the night, with the god
awful racket that went on we thought a 
whole construction crew had come to that 
shelter and was sawing it down. I had never 
heard such noise in my entire life. I did not 
know what the stones on the bunks were for, 
and I did not understand that you could try 
to stop the porcupines with the stones. It was 
incredible. That was our initiation to the LT. 

A really wonderful incident was at 
Laura Woodward Shelter near Jay Peak. 
When we arrived there a large German 
Shepard greeted me. I looked at him and 
thought "this has got to be a seeing eye 
dog." The dog was Orient and he was the 
seeing eye dog ofBill Irwin, the blind man 
who had hiked the AT the year before. Bill 
was completing the LT that summer. So 
my husband and I got to spend the night 
with Orient and Bill Irwin. It was a re
markable experience to spend the night 
with someone who was almost totally 
blind. He could see shadows and black and 
white. I wonder how he was able to navi
gate the whole AT. It was very inspiring. 
He was a wonderful individual. 

What is your most treasured trail 
accomplishment? 

Two that come to mind that were very spe
cial were the Inca Trail in Peru and the 
Chilcoat Trail in Alaska. The Inca Trail was 
awe inspiring. Being in Peru was very spiri
tual, especially hiking on the trail that 
people had hiked for hundreds of years. The 

Chilcoat Trail in Alaska was called "the 
meanest thirty miles in history." That was 
during the gold rush days when men 
were on a mission to get to Carson City 
to strike for gold. What they had to endure 
to go over the Chilcoat Trail was amazing. 
They would carry iron stoves on their 
backs. That was an accomplishment. 

What hiking adventures does 
the future hold for you? 

What I really enjoy is bushwhacking. We are 
part ofa Keeping Track program and as GMC 
corridor monitors we have to do a lot ofbush
whacking in the Chateauguay area. It is really 
fun to work with map and compass and to travel 
off the trail. You might not be going mega miles 
everyday but there is a different challenge and 
focus. I find myself stopping and looking more. 
I enjoy that more than being an endurance 
hiker. I would like to become woods knowledge
able and I am accomplishing that. 

Any parting thoughts? 

Yes. The outdoors brings many diverse people 
together. Even though we have separate 
identities, jobs, interests, and ways oflife, the 
woods bring us together with a commonality 
that transcends everything. I think people who 
enjoy the woods enjoy people. They enjoy 
communication, reading. They enjoy the full 
spectrum oflife. People who enjoy the outdoors 
and hiking and using their bodies grow old 
gracefully and creatively and are an inspiration 
to all of us. One of the things I really enjoy see
ing is the Legends of the Long Trail. Organizing 
it was the most gratifying volunteer experience 
for me because it gave me a chance to meet 
those individuals and to see how important the 
outdoor experience was for them. I got to see 
how gracefully some of them have let go of the 
control of knowing that they can no longer hike 
X miles or maintain trails-and yet they still 
have the beauty and a love inside them. I appre
ciate those associations that I had with all of the 
people of the GMC ofall ages. 

There are so many wonderful volunteers in 
this organization who give of themselves 
hour after hour, weekend after weekend. For 
me, it is a humbling experience to be inter
viewed. I would like to see all of those other 
GMC volunteers interviewed and I want to 
thank them as much as I am being thanked. 

Photos: Pam Ah/en enjoying her favorite 

pastimes, hiking (facing page), and 
cross-country skiing (above). 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Long Trail Gulde Field Checkers. 
Help! Road names have changed due to 
E-911. Check road directions to Long Trail 
System trailheads for the upcoming 25'h 
edition of the guide. Contact Director of 
Communications Sylvia Plumb. 

Long Trail Mentors. Help others plan 
their end-to-end or shorter trips on the 
LT. Add your name to the mentor list and 
GMC staff will share your phone number, 
or e-mail, on a case by case basis. 
Experienced Long Trail hikers, end-to
enders, and group leaders are needed to 
correspond with individuals and groups. 
Contact Office Manager Jane Coffey. 

Group Outreach. Share your LT 
knowledge with younger kids. Help teach 
camp and school groups how to properly 
dress, eat, and have fun on their hike. 
Presentations on and off the trail; training 
and materials provided. Contact Group 
Outreach Coordinator Brian Aust. 

Mad River Glen Helpers. Tend a 
GMC table at Mad River Glen ski area on 
January 21 and 22, 2001. Help for three 
hours; ski the rest of the day free! See 
event description on page 11. Contact 
Office Manager Jane Coffey. 

Boundary Maintenance. If you 
enjoy tromping through the woods, help 
maintain land boundaries on Long Trail 
properties. Contact Stewardship 
Coordinator Matt Moore. 

National Trails Day Intern. Help 
plan for National Trails Day, June 2001. 
As Vermont coordinator for the event, 
GMC compiles a statewide events listing. 
Contact Office Manager Jane Coffey. 

Look after Taft this Winter. Help 
look after Taft Lodge this winter. Contact 
Field Supervisor Pete Ketcham. 
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Butler Lodge, 7 9 3 3. 

By Sylvia L. Plumb 

B
utler Lodge was in the air - the 
top half, gable ends and roof, 
jacked up, suspended, the bottom 
half gone, parts of it literally 

shoveled away. Butler was undergoing a 
massive makeover, from the ground up. 

Long loved by hikers, this shelter had 
seen 67-years of weather - fair and foul 
Year after year, moisture, in the form of 
rain, snow, and sleet, drop by drop had 
rotted and decayed the lower half of the 
structure. When the work crew went to tear 
out the lower courses oflogs, they found 
the rear sill logs so badly deteriorated they 
could be torn apart by the handfuls. 

It first became apparent that Butler Lodge 
needed to be rebuilt in the mid-1990s. 
Lucky for the GMC, it wasn't too much later 
that volunteer Leo Leach happened upon 
the scene. A dedicated member of the Burl
ington Section, Leo, a lanky volunteer fairly 
new to shelter construction, was eager to 
coordinate the massive effort to rebuild But
ler Lodge. And coordinate he did. With a 
proven philosophy that volunteers would 
come if the job was fun, he gathered all the 

volunteers he needed to get the job done. 
Leo didn't let a day go by this past summer 
that he didn't work on Bulter Lodge. 

Planning for the reconstruction began in 
1998, requiring many meetings with the 
Burlington Section, and GMC field pro
grams staff To ensure a historically accu
rate reconstruction, GMC worked with 
architecture consultant Mary Jo Lewellyn 
and historic preservation building expert 
Jan Lewandowski, as well as the Vermont 
Division of Historic Preservation. 

Built in 1933, Butler has historic 
significance for the Long Trail, the state, 
and the Green Mountain Club. Situated on 
the western flank of Mount Mansfield, the 
stately shelter, with views to Lake 
Champlain and the Adirondacks, has long 
been a favorite of hikers. With funding 
dependent on a historically accurate 
reconstruction, the goal at the outset was 
to blend the old with the new. 

Butler is a unique structure in that it 
contains both vertical and horizontal logs. 
The construction team came up with a 
plan to preserve the building's facade and 
reuse as much material as possible. All of 
the vertical logs, and the first horizontal 
course below them, would be saved. The 
seven courses below would be replaced. 
And an additional course would be added 
in front because of the addition of the rear 
foundation. After getting materials to the 
site, a huge process in itself, the crew 
would raise the roof and then pull away 
the old courses of horizontal logs. Next 
they would build a new foundation with 
huge rocks quarried near the site. Once 
the foundation was in place, the log 
courses would be set and then finally the 
raised rooflowered. 

When Butler was built, the Long Trail 
Patrol cut logs on site and dragged them 
with horses to the building zone. 
This time, a helicopter would do the work 
of the horses, bringing the wood in from 
offsite - but with an interesting historic 
Long Trail twist State forester and Butler 
shelter adopter Gary Sawyer arranged for 
European larch and spruce logs to be 
donated by the state from the state-owned 
tree plantation at the base of Camel's 
Hump at Couching Lion in Duxbury. 
Legend has it that Long Trail pioneer Prof 
Will S. Monroe planted the tree plantation 
in the hopes that wood would be used for 
Long Trail shelters. 

It wasn't until June 1999 that volunteers 
got to sweat a little . On two scorching 
Saturdays, volunteers gathered at a log 
landing near Camel's Hump and used draw 
shaves to peel bark from the logs cut over 
the winter. 

A year later, on June 16, 2000, Ernest 
Krush of Jeffersonville trucked the logs to 
a landing in Underhill at the base of Mount 
Mansfield. Using a moose scale on loan 
from the Vermont Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, volunteers weighed each log 
and labeled it with its weight so the 
helicopter pilot could carefully plan his 
trips. The following morning, Joe Brigham, 
of JBI Helicopter Services, flew his Bell 
Ranger helicopter 41 times to Butler Lodge, 
approximately 21/z miles away. In total he 
brought in almost 17 tons of material - or 
34,000 pounds - averaging 800 pounds 
per load. In addition to the logs, he flew in 
dimensional lumber and nearly all the 
material used in the reconstruction. 
Now the four-month building process 
could begin! 
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lunteers W-ill Cotne! 
GMC hired Foreman Mike Dwyer and 

his assistant Matt Sapir to direct the 
construction project. The two pitched their 
tents on platforms constructed of material 
that would eventually make its way into 
Butler as boards for the floor and bunks. A 
dedicated crew of volunteers showed up at 
least one day every weekend, and often 
more. Coordinator Leo Leach, Scott 
Christiansen, and John Brown each 
worked more than 120 hours. And volun
teers Dana Baron, Deb Brown, Bruce 
Bushey, Jay Drake, Fred Gilbert, and Gary 
Sawyer worked more than twenty hours. 

Before the crew could begin building 
anything, they had to dismantle the inte
rior of the lodge and remove the windows, 
salvaging as much material as possible. 
Once that was completed, the crew began 
building the cribbing to support the 
twenty-five foot beams that would hold the 
top half of the shelter up while the founda
tion was laid and the log courses replaced. 

Because the lodge sat on one large slab of 
sloping ledge, setting the cribbing was a 
huge process in itself. After chipping away 
part of the ledge to create a level spot for 
each crib, the group constructed the cribs 
from 6" x 6" lumber. To prevent the jacked 
up shelter from sliding down the moun
tain, each of the cribs was pinned to the 
ledge with rebar drilled into the rock. 

Before the crew could lift the upper half 
of the lodge, the crew had to cut away the 
door and window casings. Then, with great 
anticipation, the crew rotated the screw 
jacks and raised the roof 10 inches in the 
front and 8 inches in the back. "The aura of 
excitement was almost too much," remem
bered Leo. By July 15, 2000, the roofand 
gable ends had beenjacked up 24 inches. 

The crew spent the next two weeks re
moving the old walls, the old foundation, 
and the floor. The original foundation was 
built with small rocks. Removing the floor 
was an arduous task because the crew 
worked hard to salvage the tongue and 
groove and the 2x6 subfloor. "In the begin
ning it definitely was an act of faith to 
work below the suspended roof," remem
bers volunteer Scott Christiansen, "but in a 
short time it became of no notice." 

Because GMC wanted to create a sturdy 
and higher foundation that would keep 
the bottom sills off the ground, the crew 
had to quarry for larger rocks than those 
used in the original construction. Accord
ing to Scott, the saying on-site was that 
"while no stone in the original foundation 
required two people to move it, no stone 
in the new foundation could be moved by 
only two people." 

The new foundation was dry laid, built 
of stones without mortar. At its highest 
point, the new foundation is 54 inches tall. 
To build the foundation, the crew used 
a Griphoist and a high-line to move more 
than 20,000 pounds ofrock from a talus 
slope 100 yards behind the shelter. Long 
Trail Patrol veteran Jay Drake joined the 
gang to lend his rock moving expertise to 
the process. With his amazing technique, 
the crew used crowbars to move boulders 
weighing up to 600 pounds to the site. 
One humongous rock that was too big to 
use now sits in front of the shelter. For a 
time, a placard that read, "Griphoist 
Enatic," adorned its side. 

On August 5, with the foundation in 
place, the first logs could be set in place. 
Fred Gilbert, Taft Lodge construction 
chief, joined the crew to lend his construe-
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ABOVE: LEFT TO RIGHT 

The upper half of Butler Lodge flies in the air. 

Photo: Mike Dwyer. Jeff Bostwick, Scott 

Christiansen, Matt Sapir, an unidentified volun

teer, and Bruce Bushey role a rock into place for 

the foundation. Photo: Mike Dwyer. Scott 

Christiansen and fellow volunteers carefully pry 

up the old floor. Photo: Alden Pellett. Bruce 

Bushey, Matt Sapir, Mike Dwyer, and Fred Gilbert 

roll the first log into place. Photo: Deb Brown. 

Finished! Scott Christiansen, Leo Leach, and Jeff 

Brown (and Shadoe at right) enjoying the sun on 

the porch on October 1 3. Photo: Mike Dwyer. 

MATERIALS USED 
TO RECONSTRUCT 
BUTLER LODGE 

20,000 pounds ofrock quarried on site 
54 logs flown in by helicopter 
250 pounds ofnails 
2,000 board feet of dimensional lumber 
10 gallons of gasoline (for generator) 
7 gallons of chainsaw fuel 
2 gallons bar oil for chainsaws 
2 chainsaws 
15 gallons each oflinseed oil and 

turpentine mixed 50/50 
1 gallon red paint 
1 gallon window glazing 
121 panes of glass 
wood hardener and putty to refurbish 

windows 
55 pounds of oakum chinking 
75 pounds ofl2-inch spikes. 3/8 diameter 

LESSONS LEARNED 

•Honor the Past with a Nod to the Future 
• Apply for Permits Early and Often 
• Maintain Open Communications 
• Know When to Say When 



Rebuilding The LongT railS "Snazziest" shelter 
Make it Fun the Volunteers -Will Com.e! 

Butler Lodge, 7 9 3 3. 

By Sylvia L. Plumb 

B
utler Lodge was in the air - the 
top half, gable ends and roof, 
jacked up, suspended, the bottom 
half gone, parts of it literally 

shoveled away. Butler was undergoing a 
massive makeover, from the ground up. 

Long loved by hikers, this shelter had 
seen 67-years of weather - fair and foul. 
Year after year, moisture, in the form of 
rain, snow, and sleet, drop by drop had 
rotted and decayed the lower half of the 
structure. When the work crew went to tear 
out the lower courses oflogs, they found 
the rear sill logs so badly deteriorated they 
could be torn apart by the handfuls . 

It first became apparent that Butler Lodge 
needed to be rebuilt in the mid-1990s. 
Lucky for the GMC, it wasn't too much later 
that volunteer Leo Leach happened upon 
the scene. A dedicated member of the Burl
ington Section, Leo, a lanky volunteer fairly 
new to shelter construction, was eager to 
coordinate the massive effort to rebuild But
ler Lodge. And coordinate he did. With a 
proven philosophy that volunteers would 
come if the job was fun, he gathered all the 

volunteers he needed to get the job done. 
Leo didn't let a day go by this past summer 
that he didn't work on Bulter Lodge. 

Planning for the reconstruction began in 
1998, requiring many meetings with the 
Burlington Section, and GMC field pro
grams staff. To ensure a historically accu
rate reconstruction, GMC worked with 
architecture consultant Mary Jo Lewellyn 
and historic preservation building expert 
Jan Lewandowski, as well as the Vermont 
Division of Historic Preservation. 

Built in 1933, Butler has historic 
significance for the Long Trail, the state, 
and the Green Mountain Club. Situated on 
the western flank of Mount Mansfield, the 
stately shelter, with views to Lake 
Champlain and the Adirondacks, has long 
been a favorite of hikers. With funding 
dependent on a historically accurate 
reconstruction, the goal at the outset was 
to blend the old with the new. 

Butler is a unique structure in that it 
contains both vertical and horizontal logs. 
The construction team came up with a 
plan to preserve the building's facade and 
reuse as much material as possible. All of 
the vertical logs, and the first horizontal 
course below them, would be saved. The 
seven courses below would be replaced. 
And an additional course would be added 
in front because of the addition of the rear 
foundation. After getting materials to the 
site, a huge process in itself, the crew 
would raise the roof and then pull away 
the old courses of horizontal logs. Next 
they would build a new foundation with 
huge rocks quarried near the site. Once 
the foundation was in place, the log 
courses would be set and then finally the 
raised rooflowered. 

When Butler was built, the Long Trail 
Patrol cut logs on site and dragged them 
with horses to the building zone. 
This time, a helicopter would do the work 
of the horses, bringing the wood in from 
offsite - but with an interesting historic 
Long Trail twist. State forester and Butler 
shelter adopter Gary Sawyer arranged for 
European larch and spruce logs to be 
donated by the state from the state-owned 
tree plantation at the base of Camel's 
Hump at Couching Lion in Duxbury. 
Legend has it that Long Trail pioneer Prof. 
Will S. Monroe planted the tree plantation 
in the hopes that wood would be used for 
Long Trail shelters. 

It wasn't until June 1999 that volunteers 
got to sweat a little . On two scorching 
Saturdays, volunteers gathered at a log 
landing near Camel's Hump and used draw 
shaves to peel bark from the logs cut over 
the winter. 

A year later, on June 16, 2000, Ernest 
Krush of Jeffersonville trucked the logs to 
a landing in Underhill at the base of Mount 
Mansfield. Using a moose scale on loan 
from the Vermont Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, volunteers weighed each log 
and labeled it with its weight so the 
helicopter pilot could carefully plan his 
trips. The following morning, Joe Brigham, 
of JBI Helicopter Services, flew his Bell 
Ranger helicopter 41 times to Butler Lodge, 
approximately 21/z miles away. In total he 
brought in almost 17 tons of material - or 
34,000 pounds - averaging 800 pounds 
per load. In addition to the logs, he flew in 
dimensional lumber and nearly all the 
material used in the reconstruction. 
Now the four-month building process 
could begin! 
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GMC hired Foreman Mike Dwyer and 
his assistant Matt Sapir to direct the 
construction project. The two pitched their 
tents on platforms constructed of material 
that would eventually make its way into 
Butler as boards for the floor and bunks. A 
dedicated crew of volunteers showed up at 
least one day every weekend, and often 
more. Coordinator Leo Leach, Scott 
Christiansen, and John Brown each 
worked more than 120 hours. And volun
teers Dana Baron, Deb Brown, Bruce 
Bushey, Jay Drake, Fred Gilbert, and Gary 
Sawyer worked more than twenty hours. 

Before the crew could begin building 
anything, they had to dismantle the inte
rior of the lodge and remove the windows, 
salvaging as much material as possible. 
Once that was completed, the crew began 
building the cribbing to support the 
twenty-five foot beams that would hold the 
top half of the shelter up while the founda
tion was laid and the log courses replaced. 

Because the lodge sat on one large slab of 
sloping ledge, setting the cribbing was a 
huge process in itself. After chipping away 
part of the ledge to create a level spot for 
each crib, the group constructed the cribs 
from 6" x 6" lumber. To prevent the jacked 
up shelter from sliding down the moun
tain, each of the cribs was pinned to the 
ledge with rebar drilled into the rock. 

Before the crew could lift the upper half 
of the lodge, the crew had to cut away the 
door and window casings. Then, with great 
anticipation, the crew rotated the screw 
jacks and raised the roof 10 inches in the 
front and 8 inches in the back. "The aura of 
excitement was almost too much," remem
bered Leo. By July 15, 2000, the roof and 
gable ends had beenjacked up 24 inches. 

The crew spent the next two weeks re
moving the old walls, the old foundation, 
and the floor. The original foundation was 
built with small rocks. Removing the floor 
was an arduous task because the crew 
worked hard to salvage the tongue and 
groove and the 2x6 subfloor. "In the begin
ning it definitely was an act of faith to 
work below the suspended roof," remem
bers volunteer Scott Christiansen, "but in a 
short time it became of no notice." 

Because GMC wanted to create a sturdy 
and higher foundation that would keep 
the bottom sills off the ground, the crew 
had to quarry for larger rocks than those 
used in the original construction. Accord
ing to Scott, the saying on-site was that 
"while no stone in the original foundation 
required two people to move it, no stone 
in the new foundation could be moved by 
only two people." 

The new foundation was dry laid, built 
of stones without mortar. At its highest 
point, the new foundation is 54 inches tall. 
To build the foundation, the crew used 
a Griphoist and a high-line to move more 
than 20,000 pounds of rock from a talus 
slope 100 yards behind the shelter. Long 
Trail Patrol veteran Jay Drake joined the 
gang to lend his rock moving expertise to 
the process. With his amazing technique, 
the crew used crowbars to move boulders 
weighing up to 600 pounds to the site. 
One humongous rock that was too big to 
use now sits in front of the shelter. For a 
time, a placard that read, "Griphoist 
Erratic," adorned its side. 

On August 5, with the foundation in 
place, the first logs could be set in place. 
Fred Gilbert, Taft Lodge construction 
chief, joined the crew to lend his construe-
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ABOVE: LEFT TO RIGHT 

The upper half of Butler Lodge fli es in the air. 

Photo: M ike Dwyer. Jeff Bostwick, Scott 

Christiansen, Matt Sapir, an unidentified volun

teer, and Bruce Bushey role a rock into place for 

the foundation . Photo: Mike Dwyer. Scott 

Christiansen and fellow volunteers carefully pry 

up the old floor. Photo: Alden Pellett. Bruce 

Bushey, Matt Sapir, Mike Dwyer, and Fred Gilbert 

roll t he first log into place. Photo: Deb Brown . 

Finished! Scott Christiansen, Leo Leach, and Jeff 

Brown (and Shadoe at right) enjoying the sun on 

the porch on October 1 3. Photo: Mike Dwyer. 

MATERIALS USED 
TO RECONSTRUCT 
BUTLER LODGE 

20,000 pounds ofrock quarried on site 
54 logs flown in by helicopter 
250 pounds of nails 
2,000 board feet of dimensional lumber 
10 gallons of gasoline (for generator) 
7 gallons of chainsaw fuel 
2 gallons bar oil for chainsaws 
2 chainsaws 
15 gallons each oflinseed oil and 

turpentine mixed 50/50 
1 gallon red paint 
1 gallon window glazing 
121 panes of glass 
wood hardener and putty to refurbish 

windows 
55 pounds of oakum chinking 
75 pounds ofl2-inch spikes. 3/8 diameter 

LESSONS LEARNED 

•Honor the Past with a Nod to the Future 
• Apply for Permits Early and Often 
• Maintain Open Communications 
• Know When to Say When 



tion skills to the project. Each log had to be 
rolled into place by several people and 
notched. One huge log weighing 762-pounds 
was placed as the rear sill log. The crew set 
log after log until the final log was placed on 
Sunday August 27. Another milestone! 

The walls of the original structure were 
not spiked, but this time, the crew used 75 
pounds ofl2- inch spikes to give extra 
strength to the walls. By September 2, 2000, 
the walls had been let back down and the 
two halves of the building spiked together. It 
was then time to put the floor joists in, build 
the subfloor, put the tongue-and-groove 
floor in, and then build the bunks and 
replace the windows. The volunteers also 
built a porch on the shelter, harking back to 
the 1950s when hikers enjoyed looking out 
from Butler's porch toward Lake Champlain. 

In early October, volunteers chinked the 
walls with oakum and gave the lodge a coat 
oflinseed oil. Delightfully, the linseed 
rejuvenated the old logs, and blended the 
shelter together in a warm brown patina. 

It seems fitting to wonder what Roy 
Buchanan and his son, Chet, two Long Trail 
Patrol members who built the lodge, would 
think of the reconstruction. How could it be 
anything but, "A Job well done?!" GMC's 
founders have been fondly called "mountain 
saints. "Thank you, Butler Lodge volunteers 
and staff, for being the mountain saints of 
tomorrow. Butler Lodge will stand for the 
better part of a new century thanks to your 
efforts, and will remain, in the words of Chet 
Buchanan, "the snazziest cabin on the Long 
Trail!" 

DEDICATION 

On September 2, the GMC held a cere
mony and installed two plaques. One plaque 
honors James C. Taylor for his 60th birth
day. Contributions for the restoration of 
Butler Lodge were given by his family and 
friends. The second plaque recognizes GMC 
staffers Mike Dwyer and Matt Sapir and 
volunteers coordinated by Leo Leach who 
rebuilt the shelter in 2000. It also pays trib
ute to Roy Buchanan and the Long Trail 
Patrol, who built the lodge in 1933. Addition
ally it notes the major donors to the project 
including the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks, and Recreation, Victor W. 
Henningsen, Fred Gilbert, Concept II, and 
the GMC Burlington Section. 

Editor's Note: Information for this article came 
from a fascinating CD-Rom developed by Scott 
Christiansen. With words and pictures, Scott tells 
the story of the reconstruction of Butler Lodge. 

Volunteers, Staff, and Donors 
3,000HOURS Chris Hanna Carlene Squires 
OF LABOR Patrick Hansen Jeff Steinmann 

Peter Alden Phil Hazen Sue Swindell 

Brandon Alleman Paul Houchens John Thompson 

Judd Allen John JeffVonnahme 

FredAmbuhl Tony Julianelle Cheryl Vreeland 

William April Kerstin Lange 
STAFF 

Jason April Leo Leach 

Karen Baron Chris Lee Jay Drake 

DanaBaron MartinLee Mike Dwyer, lead 

Frank Barton Mary Jo Lewellyn foreman 

Ben Bookwalter Mike Macy Lloyd Graves 

Jeff Bostwick Jeremy Martin Dave Hardy 

John B. Brown Matt Pete Ketcham 

Deb Brown Melanie Ben Rose 

Bruce Bushey Joe Mullin Susan Sakash 

Paul Bushey Tom Neu Matt Sapir, assistant 

Scott Callaghan John O'Brien foreman 

Camp Farnsworth Gilbert Patnoe 

Scott Christiansen Ron Raiselis DONORS 

Tom Costello Kam Raiselis Burlington Section, GMC 

DonDeWees Mary Lou Recor Concept II 

John Doane Catey Ritchie Fred Gilbert 

Eliot Douglas Anya Rose Victor Henningsen 

Smith Edwards Jonathan Sands James C. Taylor Family 

Lyn Ellison Gary Sawyer (Brittain Taylor, 

Will Feher Mark Scarsolini Elizabeth Taylor, 

Cathy Frank Dave Schantz Blyth Taylor Lord, 

Cheryl Frank Eric Scharnberg the children of 

Fred Gilbert Adam Schmidt James C. Taylor) 

Robert Gillis Jim Schweithelm Vermont Department of 

NedGreen Dana Silverberg Forests, Parks, and 

Marshal Hall Anie Sklar Recreation 
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90th Birthday Celebration Enjoyed by All 

0 
n the morning of eptember 23, 
2000, the GMC Board of Directors 
met for their quarterly meeting in 

the Marvin B. GameroffHiker Center in 
Waterbury Center. This was the first event 
in a full day ofGMC birthday activities, 
including hikes in the rain, a delicious 
"Porcupine Chew" feast to thank GMC vol
unteers, and a panel discussion featuring 
"Legends of the Long Trail." 

The board meeting began with the 
approval of minutes from the previous 
meeting on June 10, 2000. Treasurer 
Walter Pomroy then reported that the club 
is operating in line with the adopted 
annual budget. In answer to a question 
about the status of fundraising to complete 
the acquisition of additional property at 
headquarters, Development Director Bob 
Lincoln reported that the club has raised 
more than $175,000, with another $70,000 
still to be raised by spring 2001. 

NORTHEAST KINGDOM 
SECTION FORMED 

President Marty Lawthers introduced 
the next agenda item, the formation of a 
Northeast Kingdom Section. On a motion 
by Kimball Simpson, seconded by Walter 
Pomroy, the board voted unanimously to 
establish the Northeast Kingdom Section 
as GMC's fourteenth section. 

Several leaders of the new section were 
in attendance, including President Chris 

Bechard, Treasurer Caroline Bechard, Jay 
Collier, Michael Chernick, and Section 
Director Beth Dugger. 

Beth explained the planning process 
underway on the former Champion lands. 
A corridor monitor for future hiking trails 
will need to be identified by January 2002. 
There is no timeline for construction, but 
there is a deadline for articulating the 
vision for hiking trails. Walter Pomroy 
expressed strong support for GMC to step 
in and play an active role. Beth, Ben Rose, 
and Michael Chernick cautioned that GMC 
will need to be sensitive to local concerns 
about how hiking trails might displace tra
ditional uses such as hunting. The board 
will continue this discussion in future 
meetings. President Lawthers pledged to 
play an active personal role in determin
ing GMC's role in the Champion lands. 

Discussion of the proposed Lamoille 
River valley relocation was tabled until 
January, at which time the club hopes to 
have design alternatives, cost estimates, 
and local feedback for a footbridge across 
the river. 
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Anybody interested in contributing to or 
editing a chapter of the next draft of the 
Section Leaders Handbook, was encouraged 
to contact Heinz Trebitz at (802) 785-2129, 
or e-mail: heinz.h.trebitz@valley.net. 

A list of committee appointments for 
the current year was distributed and 
approved with amendments. For a list of 
committee assignments, contact GMC. 

February 10, 2001 was selected as the 
date for a board retreat. 

PORCUPINE CHEW AND 
LEGENDS, TOO 

It was a cool rainy day, and several 
hikes and work parties were cancelled. 
Three different groups walked on the 
McCain property to learn about the 48.7 
acres that GMC has an option to purchase. 
GMC plans to build field staff housing on 
the property as well as develop some 
nature trails. 

In the afternoon, nearly a hundred 
people gathered in the Marvin B. 
GameroffHiker Center for the Third 
Annual Porcupine Chew, a catered feast to 
honor and celebrate GMC's wonderful 
volunteers. Following a group photo, 
Sylvia Plumb introduced "Legends of the 
Long Trail," a panel presentation and 
interactive event filled with stories from 
longtime members and relatives of early 
GMC members. Following a reprise of 
Michael Chernick's historic overview 

(recorded at the Burlington Section's 
GMC 90'h Birthday Party on March 
11), a full house of more than sixty 
people of all ages listened to, and 
laughed along with, Gardiner Lane, 
Clem Holden, Doris Washburn, Ruth 
Cooper Lamb (granddaughter of 
former GMC president C.P. Cooper 
and niece of Mary Cooper Back), and 
Joe Frank as they shared their remi
niscences. History and Archives Com
mittee Chair Dana Baron moderated 
the event. Everybody left well-fed and 
filled with good cheer. 

-Ben Rose 

Volunteers gather at dusk for the 
annual Pocupine Chew group photo. 



GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
SECTION DIRECTORY 

Bennington 
Mainterumc,e: Hannon Hill to Glastenbury Mountain 
President: Lorna Cheriton. Phone: (802) 447-1383 
Website: http://www.sover.net/ Nsbwhipsk/gmc/ 

index.html 

Brattleboro 
Maintenanc,e: Winhall River to Vt. 11/30 
President: George Roy. Phone: (603) 399-7756; 

E-mail: < neogeo@sover.net > 

Bread Loaf 
Location: Middlebury area 
Maintenanc,e: Sucker Brook Shelter to 

Emily Proctor Shelter 
President: Ave Haviland Phone: (802) 496-6677 

Burlington 
Maintenanc,e: Jonesville to Smugglers' Notch 
President: Mary Lou Recor. Phone: (802) 660-2834; 

E-mail: < mlrecor@accessvt.com > 
Website: www.thecompass.com/gmcburlington 

Connecticut 
Location: Greater Hartford, Connecticut area 
Maintenanc,e: Glastenbury Mountain to Arlington-

West Wardsboro Road 
President: Ken Williamson. Phone: (860) 535-2622 
Website: http://members.home.net/gmc-ct-section/ 

Killington 
Location: Ru~and area 
Maintenanc,e: Vt. 140 to U.S. 4 
President: Herb Ogden. Phone: (802) 775-1350; 

E-mail: < lco@together.net > 

Laraway 
Location: St. Albans area 
Maintenanc,e: Vt. 15 to Vt. 118 
President: Cheryl Vreeland. Phone: (802) 644-2120 
Website: http://lucy.emba.uvm edu/gmc 

Manchester 
Maintenanc,e: Vt. 11 /30 to Mad Tom Notch 
President: Jake Cormier. Phone: (802) 442-5500; 

E-mail: < cormier@sover.net > 

Montpelier 
Maintenanc,e: Gorham Lodge to Jonesville and 

Smugglers' Notch to Chilcoat Pass 
President: Fred Jordan. Phone: (802) 223-3935; 

E-mail: <jordan29fn@aol.com > 
Website: http://www.tumertoys.com/gmcmplr,htm 

Northeast Kingdom 
Location: Northeast Kingdom, Vermont 
President: Chris Bechard Phone: (802) 626-5663; 

E-mail: < info@prbandb.com > 
Website: http://www.thecompass.org/nekgmc 

Northern Frontier 
Location: Montgomery, Vermont 
Maintenance: Hazen's Notch to Journey's End 
President: Rolf Anderson. Phone: (802) 326-4789; 

E-mail: < hazens@sover net> 

Ottauquechee 
Location: Upper Valley, Vermont and 

New Hampshire 
Maintenance: U.S 4 to Maine Junction; 

Appalachian Trail: Maine Junction to Vt. 12 
President: Heinz Trebitz. Phone: (802) 785-2129; 

E-mail: < heinz.h trebitz@valley.net > 

Sterling 
Location: Morrisville/Stowe/ Johnson 
Maintenance: Chilcoat Pass to Vt, 15 
President: John Lepinski. Phone: (802) 888-5045 

Worcester 
Location: Worcester, Massachusetts 
Maintenanc,e: Arlington-West Wardsboro Road 

to Winhall River 
President: Philip Stiles Phone: (508) 892-1569 

BURLING'ION 

T his past summer, the Burlington Sec
tion literally raised the roof on Butler 

Lodge. The original lodge, built in 1933, 
weathered sixty-seven years of humid 
August nights, damp autumn days, and 
frigid Vermont winters. Shelter Coordina
tor Leo Leach and Project Foreman Mike 
Dwyer oversaw the reconstruction - from 
felling and skinning tamarack and spruce 
logs to dismantling the old lodge with its 
rotted sills and leaning walls to mining 
hundreds ,of pounds of foundation rocks 
from the mountainside to raising the walls 
and lowering the roof on the new shelter 
to a grand reopening sometime this 
spring. None of this would have been pos
sible without the many dedicated volun
teers who returned each weekend. As Leo 
wrote in a recent Ridgelines article, 
"Volunteer support has been wonderful. 
The core group of workers didn't seem to 
want to leave. I think our 
unspoken motto was, 'I've 
got ajob to do."' And what a 
job they did. Congratula
tions and many thanks to 
those volunteers and to the 
family and friends of 
James C. Taylor for their 
generous donation to fund 
the project. 

right up her alley. She was a determined 
and sprightly woman and this use of her 
gift to the club would surely have pleased 
her." 

- Mary Lou Recor, Section President 

KJJ,JJNG'ION 

What do Camel's Hump, the Merck 
Forest, Bridgewater I lollow, and 

Mount Zion Major have in common? Can't 
guess? Well, here's a clue: the last is called 
Zion Hill on the USGS quad and lies in the 
middle of the eastern part of Hubbardton. 
Maybe you now have the answer: these 
are all places that Killington Section out
ings visited between January and the first 
weekend of October 2000. They were also 
as far north, south, east, and west as we 
journeyed. 

During this time, we hosted twenty-one 
hikes ranging from easy to difficult, three 
work parties, two bicycle trips, and the 
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When longtime Burling
ton Section member 
Marion Holmes died in 
1993, she left $4,200 to the 
Burlington Section. The 
money has been earning 
interest ever since. This 
summer, the section's ex
ecutive committee voted 
unanimously to make the 
entire bequest available to 
the History and Archives 
Committee to fund the re
cording of a series of oral 
interviews with longtime 
GMC members (like those 
interviews conducted with 
Chet and Andy Buchanan 
and Rod Rice). Marion's 
close friend, Anne Hoover, 
wrote, "The concept of an 
oral history project at the 
GMC would have been 

Roy 0. Buchanan on his 1911 Brush Automobile at the Stowe 
Antique car Rally, August 19 76. His son Chetis at the wheel. The 
Marion Holmes bequest will be used to fund oral histories of Long 
Trail heroes like Chet Buchanan. 
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annual meeting. The biggest turnout was 
twenty-two and the smallest two. A dozen 
outings had five or fewer participants; the 
average number of participants was nine. 

We saw loons in Chittenden's Lefferts 
Pond, a farm site in Bridgewater that dis
appeared from the map at least 130 years 
ago, cascades in remote Jackson's Gore on 
the flank of Mount Okemo, and, on a 
children's hike that drew eighteen people, 
a wonderful Japanese garden in 
Hubbardton. About two dozen members 
and guests also spent hours maintaining 
our 25 miles of Long Trail, 7 miles of side 
trail, and more than 2 miles of trail on 
Blue Ridge Mountain. With only ninety 
members, we wonder if we have the high
est trail-to-members ratio in the GMC. Our 
responsibility includes the LT from 
Wallingford Gulf to Tucker-Johnson Shel
ter, the Sherburne Pass Trail, the Pico 
Spur west of Pico Peak, the Bucklin Trail 
and Killington Spur up Killington from the 
west, the Canty Trail up Blue Ridge, and 
four shelters. Some of this presently 
requires little maintenance, thanks to the 
good construction standards on some of 
the recent relocations. Still, even clearing 
silt from ten miles ofwaterbars can be a 
good day's work. One of our shelters has 
generated lots of discussion. Governor 
Clement Shelter, built of stone with an 
inside fireplace, is the oldest shelter on the 
LT. Unfortunately, it is also one of the 
easiest to reach with standard vehicles. 
The result has been late night beer bashes 
that discourage hikers from staying there. 
The section's board of directors, after 
consulting with GMC Director of Field 
Programs Dave Hardy, voted in August to 
(1) ask the U.S. Forest Service's law 
enforcement people to "show the flag" on 
some of the more popular weekends to 
discourage misuse, (2) put up durable 
signs saying the place is for hikers' use 
only, and (3) recommend moving the LT 
away from the shelter. If any readers of 
this article have witnessed abuse of this 
shelter, or have ideas on how to stop it 
without alienating local landowners, 
please get in touch with us. 

We began with a sort of quiz, and we'll 
end with one, too. (1) What do hiking 
gnomes leave in a brook near Keiffer Road 
in Shrewsbury? (The answer is in this 
issue of the Long Trail News.) (2) What 

happens to what they leave? (3) 
When do the gnomes hibernate? 
(4) What or who is a hiking 
gnome, anyway? (5) What 
manmade object is about twenty 
feet west of the LT in Patch Hol
low? (6) What does Question 5 
have to do with the others? An
swers will appear in our next re
port, if we remember. Or call 
Herb Ogden at (802) 775-1350 to 
see if you have the winning an
swer. We're not sure what you'll 
win, yet, but it will be some
thing unusual. 

- Herbert Ogden, Section President 

STERLING 

While most of the Sterling 
Section outings this past 

hiking season focused on shelter 
and trail projects, there were 
fun trips too. Tony Smith led a 
canoe trip to Missisquoi Bay on 
Lake Champlain and encoun
tered a ranger on a boat who 
provided helpful directions in 
guiding the canoeists through 
the maze of coves and inlets. 
Another canoe trip led by Rick 
and Jean Sicard paddled down 
the lower Black River from Cov
entry village to the city park in 
Newport, which provided a 
comfortable setting for lunch 
and conversation. 

Taking advantage of a beauti
ful fall day on September 30, the 
section split into two work 
groups. One crew replaced the 
wood stove at Beaver Meadow 
Lodge, where the old stove had 
to be removed earlier in the 
year due to fire danger. Another 

The Sterling Section's Bob Lindemann lent his 
woodworking skills to build the David Morse bench. 

Montpelier Section 
Dedicates Bench to 

David Morse 

I n September, the Montpelier Section dedi
cated a bench at a vista on the Allis Trail to 

longtime member David Morse, who died in 
1999. An active trail maintainer, hiker, cross
country skier, and kayaker, David was loved 
by members and staff alike. The inscription 
on the plaque reads, "In memory of David 
Morse (1914-1999). May all who pass this way 
be inspired to love this land as he did. 
Montpelier Section, Green Mountain Club, 
September 2000." 

The inscription expresses perfectly how 
deeply David cared about the Green Moun
tains. This bench was constructed at his favor
ite place on the Allis Trail in his memory. He 
will long be remembered for his hard work on 
trails and shelters. 

The construction of the bench was made 
possible by the foresight and hard work of Ster
ling Section member Bob Lindemann. Thank 
you, Bob, for a job well done. 

- Fred Jordan, President Montpelier Section 

crew worked on a muddy section of the 
Long Trail below the cascade south of Bear 
Hollow Shelter. Rock steps were set in 
place and a channel was dug to divert 
water from the trail. Coinciding with this 
maintenance by our section was a major 
Long Trail Patrol effort in September and 
early October. The patrol completed a 
100-foot, S-shaped rock staircase adjacent 
to the first high ledge on the north side of 

Whiteface. Large, overlapping rock steps, 
barrier rocks along the sides of the 
treadway, and scree rocks set in the slope 
next to the trail form a showcase of trail 
construction. Hikers might take note of 
this new work, and make it a destination 
in conjunction with a climb to the summit 
of Whiteface this coming hiking season. 

- John Lepinski, Section President 
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~elebrate the spirit of outdoor adventure 

~at the gth annual Jam es P. Taylor Winter 

Series! Several GMC sections will host 

programs throughout the state, so note the 

location of these programs. Admission is $4 

GMC members I $7 nonmembers; 

kids 12 and under are always free. Tickets 

are available at the door only. 

Would you like a free seat at a Taylor show in 

Waterbury Center? We need volunteers to sell tickets 

and clean up at the Waterbury Center shows. 

In exchange for your services, we will give you free 

admission. If you are interested in helping, call the 

club at (802) 244-7037, ext. 23. Thanks! 

TRAIL MAGIC 
Friday, January 19, 7:00 P • .u. 
Unitarian-Universalist Church, 
Rutland, Vennont 

After hiking the Long Trail in 1995, 
Jean Hines thru-hiked the Appala
chian Trail in 1997. During her five
month trek from Georgia to Maine, 
she kept a daily diary of the good 
times and the bad. Join us as she 
uses stories from her diary, slides, 
and music to re-create the journey 
and tell us about the people she met 
and those who helped her fulfill her 
dream of hiking the AT. 

Hosted by the Killington Section 

SCRAMBLES 
IN THE ALPS 
Friday, January 26, 7:00 P.M. 

GMC, Waterbury Center, Vcnnont 

Hear stories of rock climbing and 
trekking the exposed mountaineer
ing trails in the Dolomites, com
bined tours in rock and ice in the 
Swiss Alps, and plain old family 
hiking in one of Switzerland's 
national parks. A presentation of 
slides spanning thirty-five years of 
mountaineering activity in Europe 
with GMC member Heinz Trebitz. 

Hosted by the Montpelier Section. 

LIQUID LAND: 
THE NATURAL 
AND UNNATURAL 
HISTORY OF 
THE FLORIDA 
EVERGLADES 
Friday, February 2, 7:00 P.M. 

Norwich Town Hall, Norwich, 
Vcnnont 

Since 1992, local author Ted Levin 
has been working on a book about 
the Everglades. Join us for an 
evening of photos and stories that 
tell the stories of the creatures of 
this unique landscape and the 
biologists who have been working 
to restore this fragile ecosystem. 
Congress recently passed an $8 
million restoration appropriation 
for Everglades restoration - the 
largest ecological restoration 
project undertaken anywhere on 
earth! 

Hosted by the Ottauquechee Section. 

TRAIL MAGIC 

LANDSCAPES 
OF ALASKA 
Friday, Febrnary 161 7:00 P.M. 

GMC, Waterbury Center, Vennont 

Journey into the wilds of Alaskal 
Experience the stunning land
scapes, wildlife, and flora of the 
Talkeetna Mountains, the Kenai 
Peninsula, and the rugged 
Chilcoat Trail during this presen
tation, featuring the natural 
history and ecology of the far 
north. Presented by Sean Lawson, 
naturalist program director at Mad 
River Glen Ski Area. 

22 LONG TRAIL NEWS 'I WINTER 2000-2001 



SECRETS OF THE 
ANTARCTIC ICE 
Friday, February 23, 7:00 P.M. 
GMC, Waterbury Center, Vennont 

A team of twelve scientists and 
engineers from several U.S. 
universities and government 
laboratories are participating in a 
multi-year scientific expedition, 
funded by the National Science 
Foundation, to traverse Western 
Antarctica. Along this year's 1,200 
km traverse route, they are 
collecting ice cores that later will 
be analyzed to reveal the climatic 
trends occurring in this region 
over the past two hundred years . 
In addition to collecting ice cores, 
other scientific investigations will 
take place on this season's two 
month mission, including glacio
logical, climatological, chemical, 
and radar profiling the layering in 
the snow, firn, and ice. The 
information gathered is of great 
importance to the understanding 

of global climate change. Join 
scientist Bert Yankielun, who jour
neyed to Antarctica as part of this 
team, as he tells stories and shares 
slides of his adventure. 

HIKING THE 
GRAND CANYON 
Friday, March 2, 7:00 P.M. 
Tun1ight Hall, Middlebury College, 
Vemwnt 

Depending on the length of your 
stride, every step down into the 
Grand Canyon passes through 
about 25,000 years of the earth's 
geologic history. And a single, 
jaw-dropping glance from the rim 
can span nearly two billion years of 
our past. Hiking this awesome 
canyon is nothing at all like hiking 
the Green Mountains. Learn about 
the nature, geology, and infinite 
beauty of the Grand Canyon with 
GMC member Bryan Pfeiffer, who 
regularly backpacks through time. 

Hosted by the Bread Loaf Section 
and sponsored by the Middlebury 
College Outing Club. 

WALKING AROUND 
THE WORLD 
Friday, March 9, 7:00 P.M. 
Bi1lings Theater, University of 
Vennont, Burlington, Vennont 

Pomfret native Tom Stone will 
share slides and stories of his 
adventures and misadventures on 
his eight-year journey around the 
world. With only a forty-pound 
pack and a supply of duct tape, he 
trekked through Europe, Asia, 
Australia, and North America. 

Hosted by the GMC Burlington 
Section and the UVM Outing Club. 
Call to confinn date . 
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TAYLOR SERIES 
SPONSORS 

Clearwater Sports 
Karhu 
Onion River Sports 
Petra Cliffs Climbing Center 
Skirack 
Smugglers' Notch Resort 

' CLEARW)JER :iKIRAllK 
SPORTS 

0N10N KARHu~· . RIVER 
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Winter Trails 2001 

GMC'S 9™ ANNUAL 
SNOWSHOE FESTIVAL! 

Saturday, January 13, 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M., 
GMC, Waterbury Center, Vennont 

..,, 
SMUCCLERS' NOTCH 

• TRAILS'01 

I~ 
Celebrate snowshoeing at the gth Annual GMC Snowshoe 
Festival-an event for families, first-time snowshoers, avid 
winter explorers, and outdoor enthusiasts of all ages! The 
day long event will feature guided hikes for all abilities, snow
shoe demos, workshops, and activities for kids. $5 members/ 
$8 nonmembers; kids 12 and under are free! 

Thank you to the following companies for their generous support 
of Winter Trails: American Hiking Society, Atlas Snowshoe 
Company, Backpacker Magazine, Crescent Moon, Eastern Moun
tain Sports, Grabber Warmers, Kamik Boots, Little Bear, Moonstone 
Mountain Equipment, Mountain Safety Research, National Sports 
Network, Redfeather, REI, Snowlink.com, Tubbs Snowshoes, and 
Yuba Shoes Snowshoes. 



-Escape 
~'Cabzn 
~

1

Fever! 
1~: et outside and explore the Green Moonlain' th;e 

.winter! Learn a new skill and enjoy Vermont's 
4· 

1 backcountry with the Green Mountain Club. To 
\ltl 

c;:gi ter for a workshop, send the form below to the 

.MC at 4 711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury 

·~· enter, Vermont 05677; fax to (802) 244- 5867; or 

· '11 (802) 244-7037, ext. 10. 

RegisterforGMC 
Workshops Tbday! 

Full payment by MasterCard or Visa is required for phone or fax registration. 
Cancellation policy: A refund is available only if cancellation occurs by regis
tration deadline. Refunds for cancellations after the registration deadline will 
be made if the reserved space is subsequently filled. A $5 processing fee will be 
charged for all cancellations. 

Name(s) ......................................... .. ... .... .. .... ...................... ............................................................. . 

Addre» ............................................................................................................................................ . 

City , ......... ..................................................................... .... State ......................... Zip .................... . 

Daytime phone ....... .............................................. Evening phone .................................................. . 

Program .................. ....... .............. ......................... Dates ....... .................. ........... Fee ................... .. 

Program ....................... .. .... .......... ............. .... ........ Dates .. ................... ............... Fee .. ................. .. 

D GMC MEMBER D NONMEMBER D CHECK ENCLOSED D Visa D MasterCard 

Card no ...................................... .. _. ....................... .. ...................... ................... Exp. date ................ . 

Signature .. ... .. .. ... .... _._. ......................................... .... ... ........... ................................. ........ .. ................. . 

SEND FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

GMC, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 a !.t Phone: (802) 244-7037; fax: (802) 244-5867; 
;.: e-mail: gmc@greenmountainclub.org rra.-----------------------------
• 

WINTER DAY HIKING 
DISCUSSION 
Wed11esday, Ja11uary 17, 
6:30 P,M, -9:00 P.M. 

GMC, Waterbury CCHter 

This evening discussion will in
clude information on clothing, 
equipment, safety, trails, and con
ditions in New England during the 
short days of winter. Bring along 
your winter day trip gear; we'll use 
it to build discussion and ques
tions . Instructor: Pete Ketcham, 
GMC northern field supervisor. 
Limit: 30. Fee: $10 members/$15 
nonmembers (if you are taking 
this as a single class), or free if you 
are registered for the February 24 
field trip. Register by January 15. 

FIELD TRIP: 
WILDLIFE TRACKING 
WITH KEEPING 
TRACK! 
Saturday, January 20 
Barnet, Vernw11t 

Search for winter signs of 
deer, moose, weasel, fox, 
coyote, squirrels, snowshoe 
hare, fisher, and more! 
This one-day workshop, led 
by Susan Morse of Keeping 
Track, will focus on introductory 
wildlife tracking and habitat 
interpretation. Also learn about 
the volunteer wildlife monitoring 
programs offered by Keeping 
Track. Limit: 25. Fee: $30 
members/$40 nonmembers. 
Register by January 15. 

WINTER 
BACI~ ACICTNG 
DISCUSSION 
Wed11esday, Febnmry 7, 
6:30 P,M, -9:00 P,M,, 

GMC, Waterbwy Center 

Learn about the clothing and 
equipment needed for overnight 
winter treks. Bring along your 
overnight gear-we'll use it to 
build discussion and questions. 
Instructor: Pete Ketcham, GMC 
northern field supervisor. Limit: 
30. Fee: $10 members/$15 non
members. Register by February 5. 

WINTER DAY HIICTNG 
FIELD TRIP 
Saturday, February 24, 
9:00 A .. II.-4:00 P.M. 

Are you excited about taking a 
winter day hike, but are you not 
quite ready to try it on your own? 
Would you like some tips to help 
you on your way? Join us for a 
hike to Taylor Lodge, in the 
Waterbury Center area. The hike 
is five to six miles round trip, so 
you need to be in shape for an all
day excursion in the snow. Snow
shoes and poles are required. We 
highly recommend attending the 
January 17 Winter Day Hiking 
Discussion (and it is free once you 
sign up for this outing). Instructor: 
Pete Ketcham, GMC northern field 
supervisor. Limit: 9. Fee: $20 
members/$30 nonmembers. 
Register by February 21. 
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LONG TRAIL END-TO
ENDER'S WORKSHOP 
Wednesday, April 4, 

Fondly Recalling Caretaking in 19 7 4 

6:30 P,M,-9:00 P.M., 

G1HC, Waterbmy Center 

Are you planning to hike the Long 
Trail end-to-end? If you have 
questions for hikers who have 
completed the Long Trail, and are 
looking for tips on equipment, 
food, and planning, thenjoin us 
for an informative evening with a 
panel of several end-to-enders 
who have used various strategies 
to accomplish their goals. Hear 
their stories and advice on how to 
make your journey fun and 
successful. Fee: free for GMC 
members/$5 nonmembers. 
Register by April 2. 

Sign Up Early! 

SOLO WILDERNESS 
FIRST AID 
Saturday, April 21-
Sunday, April 22, 
GMC, Waterbwy Center 

Be prepared for backcountry 
emergencies-they can happen 
anytime, anywhere. This sixteen
hour first-aid workshop is 
essential for anyone leading or 
participating in outdoor activities. 
This hands-on course stresses 
accident prevention, and the skills 

needed to perform emergency 
care in the backcountry. $135 

members I $160 non
members (includes 

lunches). Limit: 30. 
For a listing of over

night accommoda
tions, contact the 

GMC. Register 
by April 13. 

Peg Whitson, of the "BLtrl'I. ngton 
Section, was a GMC caretaker in 
the mid-J 970s. La L March, as part 

of the GM C's goth birthday celebration, 

she read two short items she wrote back 
then. We thought we would end our goth 
birthday year with these reflections 
back toward that special time in her life. 

BOLTON AND ME-1974 
It's gone ... much too quickly. It was not 

a spectacular summer, like a raft trip in 
the Grand Canyon. It was a summer of 
peace and people and sharing. A summer 
offeeling no need for spending or televi
sion or loud parties. I missed ice cold 
drinks and a good reading light. 

Nothing more. 
I have met over 800 people, only 9 of 

which I wouldn't welcome back. Are 
people different on the trail or does a 
different sort of person use the trail? The 
Christmas spirit in mid-summer! Where 
else? I was angry only once. Never 
depressed, except when I thought about 
the end. A perfect balance of delicious 
solitude and plenty of good company. 

It was a summer of hard physical labor 
coupled with complete relaxation beside a 
campfire or a secluded swimming hole. I 
have a renewed faith in the human race, 
especially young people. There was no 
generation gap. My sense of awe was un
ceasing at the natural wonders of a newly 
discovered waterfall, a golden halo over 
Camel's Hump, or a moss-covered rock 
deep in the woods. 

And more than all of this, I feel I have 
served my guests well. More appreciation 
I have never received. I've learned to be 
generous with what I have. I've given 
food, stove, candles and time. I have 
received in return, more food, more 
money, more fuel, and best of all, much 
good will. 

Please consider me an applicant to 
return next year. Many thanks to Ken and 
Alice Boyd and the Green Mountain Club 
for a most enjoyable and rewarding 
summer. 

Sincerely, 
Peg Whitson 
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SUMMER 
Were you ever up on a mountaintop 
When the sun was about to sink 
and that ball of fire touched a sliver oflake 
turning it matching pink 
When scraggly pines andjagged cliffs 
were black against the sky 
and a raven flying in for the night 

Gave one last raucous cry? 
Have you watched the changing harmony hues 
been absorbed in the infinite grace 
When you were up and the scene was down? 
Then you've felt the blessing of space. 

FALL 
Did you ever hike on a soft dirt trail 
Step into the crinkly leaves 
With a roof of orange and yellow and brown 
rustling faint in the breeze 
and then come out in a open field 
All copper and rust and gold 

With vibrant color ahead on the hill? 
Spectacular sight to behold: 
On gray granite rock, berry bushes are crimson. 
The evergreens stand in their place . 
The greatest of all the seasons is Fall 
To sense the spirit of space. 

WINTER 
Were you ever out in the great alone* 
When the moon was very clear 
And the snow white mountains hemmed you in 
With a silence you 'most could hear? 
With only yourself and it's five below 
But you're bundled to hike in the cold 
A beautiful sight in a sparkling night 

Clean glad you could be so bold. 
While high overhead, green, yellow, and red 
The North lights swept in bars, 
Then you've a hunch for what space is meant, 
peace and night and the stars. 

SPRING 
Were you ever out on a blustery day 
with raindrops pitting your face, 
The leaves still curled of a lemony green 
with a scent of warmth taking place 
Have you seen a field that's coming alive 

With the pastel colors of spring? 
Then clouds pass by. There's blue in the sky. 
Your heart begins to sing. 
The creek overflows with a joyful noise. 
The dogwood is blossoming out. 
The willow is growing a rust red coat. 
Now you know what space is about. 

- Peg Whitson 

*The meter for this poem is credited to Robert 
Service, as well as most of the words in verse three, 
which are from "The Shooting of Dan McGrew,' 
verse five. 



Most GMC outings are led by club volunteers and are free 
of cost unless otherwise noted All GMC members and the 
public are invited to attend outings, workshops, and 
events described in the calendar. For outdoor activities, 
bring or wear hiking equipment, foul weather gear, and 
food and water appropriate for the outing and weather 
conditions. To attend an event or obtain more details, 
contact the trip leader listed_ 

DECEMBER 

12/19: Hike Carriage 
Roads and Trails on Mt. 
Tom in Woodstock. 
Ottauquechee Section_ 
Trina Perkins, (802) 457-
8199. 

12/19: Day Hike in 
Pachaug State Forest. 
Connecticut Section. 
Approximately 10 miles . 
Ken Williamson, (860) 
535-2622, or e-mail: 
ksub@aol.com. 

12/23: Annual Winter 
Solstice Hike/Snowshoe 
to Butler Lodge. Laraway 
and Burlington Sections. 
Moderate, 5 miles. Len 
Carpenter, (802) 655-3071. 

12/23: Cross-country Ski. 
Ottaquechee Section. 
Ellen Knudsen, (603) 
643-3692. 

12/30: Hike Mt. Lafayette 
via Old Bridle Path, New 
Hampshire. Burlington 
Section. Difficult, 8 miles. 
Group limit: 10. Deborah 
Brown, (802) 893-1340. 

12/30: Weekend Back
packing Trip to 
Welcome the New Year. 
Connecticut Section. Ken 
Williamson, (860) 
535-2622, or e-mail: 
ksub@aol.com. 

12/30: Cross-country Ski 
in Stowe near Moss Glen 
Falls. Montpelier Section. 
Moderate, 3 +hours. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035. 

JANUARY 

1/1: Snowshoe/Ski/Hike 
at Birds of Vermont 
Museum. Bread Loaf 
Section. Followed by 
potluck luncheon, fun, 
and games. Ed & Mary 
Williams, (802) 453-5473 
(RSVP). 

1I1: Climb Hurricane 
Mtn. in Adirondacks. 
Burlington Section. Moder
ate-difficult, 6 miles . 
Group limit: 8. Herm 
Hoffman, (802) 893-1266. 

1/6: Cross-country Skiing 
and Winter Photogra
phy. Bennington Section. 
Lorna Cheriton, (802) 
447-1383. 

1I6: Cross-country Ski/ 
Hike to Voter Overlook 
in Ripton. Bread Loaf 
Section. Easy, 3 miles. 
Jack Burbank, (802) 
247-0152. 

1/6: Climb Belvidere Mtn. 
via Forester's Trail to 
Tillotson Camp and 
Return via Frank Post 
Trail. Burlington Section. 
Moderate, 5 miles. Group 
limit: 10 . Peter Saile, (802) 
658- 0912. 

1/6: Leader's Choice Day 
Hike. Connecticut Sec
tion. Trail and mileage to 
be determined by weather 
conditions. Ken William
son, (860) 535-2622, or 
e-mail: ksub@aol.com. 

1/6: Cross-country Ski/ 
Snowshoe to Annual 
Chili Party at Beaver 
Meadow Lodge. Montpe
lier Section. Moderate with 
moderate pace, 5 miles. 
Call ahead to determine 

your lunch contribution. 
Peter Downey, (802) 
223-3376. 

1/7: Cross-country Ski at 
Hazen's Notch Center. 
Burlington Section. Moder
ate, IO miles. Trail fee . 
Group limit: 10. Howard 
Hansen, (802) 899-3067. 

1/7: Mystery Hike. 
Killington Section. Moder
ate . Ski, snowshoe, or hike 
depending on conditions. 
Jerry Parker, (802) 
747-4439. 

1/9: Full Moon Snowshoe 
in Hubbard Park in 
Montpelier. Montpelier 
Section, Nancy Schulz, 
(802) 223-7035. 

1/13: 9'" Annual GMC 
Snowshoe Festival. 
James P. Taylor Winter 
Series. Celebrate 
snowshoeing at an event 
for outdoor enthusiasts of 
all ages! GMC headquar
ters, Waterbury Center, 
8:30 A .M, to 4:00 P. M . $5 
members/$8 nonmem
bers, kids 12 and under 
free! (802) 244-7037. See 
page 23 for details . 

1113: Cross-country Ski to 
Santanoni Great Camp 
at Newcomb Lake in 
Adirondacks. Bread Loaf 
Section. Nine miles. Al & 

Barbara Stiles, (802) 
388-7118. 

1/13: Hike Camel's Hump 
via Monroe Trail. Burl
ington Section. Difficult, 
7.4 miles. Group limit: 8, 
Sarah Berger, (802) 
655-2921. 

1/14: Hike to Spruce 
Ledge Camp on LT from 
Route 118 through 
Devil's Gulch, Return 
via Babcock Trail. Burl
ington Section. Moderate, 
4.5 miles . Dana Baron, 
(802) 878-6773 . 

1/14: Bilrn Ride on 
Farmington Canal 
Greenway and Hike in 
Sleeping Giant Parll. 
Connecticut Section. Mary 
Horne, (860) 871-6436, or 
e-mail, mhorne@fando.com. 

1/14: Hike and Hot Dog 
Roast_ Killington Section_ 
Mileage variable . Ski or 
snowshoe if conditions are 

favorable. Bring hot dogs 
or whatever to roast over 
fire _ Hot drinks provided. 
Roma & Al Pulling, (802) 
773-6997. 

1 /14: Cross-country Ski at 
Craftsbury Ski Center. 
Montpelier Section. Vari
ous distances and abilities. 
Trail fee . Mary Garcia, 
(802) 229-0153, or Mary 
Slater, (802) 4 79-1236. 

1/17: Winter Hiking Dis
cussion. GMC Education 
Program. Evening discus
sion includes information 
on clothing, equipment, 
safety, trails, and condi
tions during winter. GMC 
headquarters, Waterbury 
Center, 6:30 r .M. Limit: 30_ 
Fee: $10 members/$15 
nonmembers (if taking 
this as a single class), or 
free if registered for the 
February 24 field trip . 
(802) 244-7037. See page 
24 for details. 

1119: Trail Magic on the 
Appalachian Trail_ 
James P. Taylor Winter 
Series_ Jeannie Hines thru
hiked the Appalachian 
Trail in 1997. She kept a 
diary of the good times 
and the bad during a five
month trek from Georgia 
to Maine. Stories, slides, 
and music will re-create 
the journey. Universalist
Unitarian Church, West 
St. , Rutland, 7:00 P, M, $4 
members/$7 nonmem
bers, kids 12 and under 
free . (802) 244-7037, See 
page 22 for details . 

1/20: GMC Board Meeting. 
GMC headquarters, Water
bury Center, Vermont. 
9:00 A M, (802) 244-7037. 

1/20: Hike, Cross-country 
Ski/Snowshoe from 
Sharp Bridge to Moriah 
Road in Adirondacks. 
Burlington Section. Moder
ate, 5.2 miles. Patricia 
Collier, (802) 863-1145. 

1/20: Cross-Country Ski/ 
Hike Gay City State 
Park. Connecticut Sec
tion . Sarah O'Hare, (860) 
563-7018, or e-mail: 
seohare@aol.com_ 

1/20: Wildlife Tracking 
with Keeping Track! 
GMC Education Program. 
Search for winter signs of 
deer, moose, weasel, fox, 
coyote, squirrels, snow
shoe hare, fisher, and 
more' This one-day work
shop will focus on intro
ductory wildlife tracking 
and habitat interpretation. 
Location: Barnet, Ver
mont. Fee: $30 members/ 
$40 nonmembers . Register 
by January 15. (802) 
244-7037. See page 24 for 
details. 

1120: LT Snowshoe Hike 
on Old Turnpike Road. 
Killington Section. Moder
ate, 5 miles. Sue Thomas, 
(802) 773-2185. 

1/20: Third Annual Bon
fire, Marshmallow 
Roast, and Starlight 
Snowshoe in Cam
bridge. Laraway Section. 
Easy, 1-2 miles. Bob 
Erickson, (802) 644-2512. 

Al Hayford and 5haron Anderson on Burnt Mountain. 
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1/2 1: Leader's Choice 
Hike. Burlington Section. 
Carlene Squires, (802) 
434-2533. 

1121: Cross-country Ski at 
Little River State Park, 
Stevenson Brook Trail 
and Hedgehog Hill 
Road. Montpelier Section. 
Moderate, 3.5 hours. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035. 

J/26: Scrambles in the 
Alps. James P. Taylor 
Winter Series. A presenta
tion of slides spanning 
thirty-five years of moun
taineering in Europe with 
GMC member Heinz 
Trebitz. GMC headquar
ters, Waterbury Center, 
7:00 P, M. $4 members/$? 
nonmembers, kicls 12 and 
under free . Hosted by the 
Montpelier Section. See 
page 22 for details. 

1/ 27: Poetry Ski. Outing in 
Burlington Area. Burl
ington Section. Easy. Bring 
a poem to share . Chris 
Hanna, (802) 865-9813. 

1/27: Burlington Section's 
Annual Meeting. Mem
bers, friends, guests meet 
to socialize, eat, elect 
officers, enjoy a program. 
Brenda Wright, (802) 
658-5869. 

1/ 27: Mt. Moosalamoo. 
Killington and Breadloaf 
Sections. Snowshoe, walk, 
ski depending on condi
tions. Modera te, 4-5 miles. 
Gordon & Helen Cawood, 
(802) 352-4310. 

1 /28: President's Hike. 
Burlington Section, Mary 
Lou Recor, (802) 660-2834. 

1/ 28: Annual Pre-Super 
Bowl Hike, Ski or Snow
shoe. Connecticut Sec
tion. Location and time to 
be determined. Jim 
Robertson, (860) 633-7279 
(home) or (860) 285-4688 
or jrobert685@aol.com. 

1128: Annual Super Bowl 
Sunday Hike in Eden. 
Laraway Section. Scott 
Christiansen, (802) 
524-4920. 

1/28: Snowshoe Stevens
ville Trail to Butler 
Lodge. Montpelier Sec
tion. Difficult with 

moderate pace, 4 + miles. 
Fred Jordan, (802) 223-
3935, and Michael 
Chernick, (802) 223- 0918, 
or chernick@together.net. 

FEBRUARY 

2/2: Liquid Land: The 
Natural and Unnatural 
History of the Florida 
Everglades. James P. 
Taylor Winter Series. 
Since I 992, local author 
Ted Levin has been work
ing on a book abou t the 
Everglades. Join us for an 
evening of photos that tell 
the story of this fragile 
ecosystem. Norwich Town 

. Hall, Norwich, Vermont, 
7:00 r .M. $4 members/$7 
nonmembers, kids 12 and 
under free . Hosted by the 
Ottauquechee Section. See 
page 22 for details. 

2/2-4: Weizel Cabin Week
end in Adirondacks. 
Burlington Section. Weizel 
Cabin is at Heart Lake, 
near Lake Placid. It is 
heated and has modern 
plumbing and a complete 
kitchen. Drive directly to 
cabin. Snowshoe, hike, 
and / or ski. Trails aren't 
groomed but may be 
tracked. Call early; space 
is usually filled by late 
December. Reservations 
required. Donna Leban, 
(802) 865-2839. 

2/3: Snowshoe on 
Chittenden Brook Trail. 
Bread Loaf Section. Easy, 
flat, 4 miles. Mar Harrison, 
(802) 352-1074. 

2/3&4: Oven1ight Snow
shoe/ Cross-country Ski, 
Backpack to Zealand 
Falls Hut in New Hamp
shire. Montpelier Section. 
Difficult with moderate 

pace. $18 fee . Register by 
December 27. Peter 
Downey, (802) 223-3376, 
or Michael Chernick, (802) 
223-0918, or e-mail: 
chernick@together.net. 

2/3: Snowshoe to Watson 
Camp via Long Trail, 
Stowe. Montpelier Sec
tion. Difficult, 7 miles. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 223-
7035, 

2/4: Snowshoe and Pot· 
luck Dinner, Woodbury. 
Montpelier Section. Easy 
to moderate with moder
ate pace, 5 miles. Dinner 
reservations by February 
2, Reidun Nuquist, (802) 
223-3550. 

2/7: Winter Backpacking 
Discussion GMC Educa
tion Program . Learn about 
the clothing and equip
ment needed for overnight 
winter treks. GMC head
quarters, Waterbury 
Center, 6:30 P. M. Limit: 30. 
Fee: $10 members/$15 
nonmembers . Register by 
February 5, (802) 244-
703 7. See page 24 for 
details. 

2/ 8: Full Moon Snowshoe 
Hike up Irish Hill in 
Berlin. Montpelier Sec
tion. Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035. 

2/11: Cross-country Ski/ 
Walk/Snowshoe 
through Fields and 
Woods in Middlebury 
Area. Bread Loaf Section. 
Easy. Followed by potluck 
dinner and entertainment. 
Lonnie Fisher, (802) 388-
0834 (RSVP). 

2/11: Cross-country Ski at 
Highland Lodge in 
Greensboro. Montpelier 
Section. All abilities and 
various distances_ Trail 
fee . Optional dinner at 
lodge. Dinner reservations 
by February 9. Mark 
Haughwout, (802) 4 76-
8341. 

2/ 16: Landscapes of 
Alaska. James P. Taylor 
Winter Series. Experience 
the stunning landscapes, 
wildlife, and flora of the 
Talkeetna Mountains, the 
Kenai Peninsula , and the 
rugged Chilcoat Trail 
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during this presentation. 
GMC headquarters, Water
bury Center, 7:00 1'. M. $4 
members/$7 nonmem
bers, kids 12 and under 
free . See page 22 for 
details. 

2/ 1 7: Ski at Ole's Cross· 
country Center at 
Sugarbush Airport in 
Warren. Bread Loaf 
Section. All abilities and 
distances. Fee for those 
under 70. Al & Sally 
Molnar, (802) 496-7442. 

2/ 17: Cross-country Ski 
"Horn of the l\Ioon" 
Snowmobile Trail in 
East Montpelier. Montpe
lier Section. Moderate to 
difficult. Halfloop is 7 
miles, or full loop is 14 
miles. Donation for local 
snowmobile club ac
cepted. Nancy Schulz, 
(802) 223-7035. 

2/ 18: Snowshoe Camel's 
Hump via Monroe and 
Dean Trails to Montclair 
Glen Lodge with Loop 
on Allis Trail. Montpelier 
Section. Moderate with 
moderate pace, 6 +miles. 
Michael Chernick, (802) 
223-0918, or e-mail: 
chernick@together.net. 

2123: Secrets of the Ant
arctic Ice_ James P. 
Taylor Winter Series. 
Slideshow about a team of 
twelve scientists and 
engineers from several 
U.S. universities and 
government laboratories 
are participating in a 
multi-year scientific 
expedition to traverse 
Western Antarctica. GMC 
headquarters, Waterbury 
Center, 7:00 P. M . $4 mem
bers/ $7 nonmembers; 
children 12 and under 
free . See page 23 for 
details. 

2/24: Hike/Ski/Snowshoe 
Mt. Independence. 
Bread Loaf Section. Jim 
Murray, (802) 623-8791. 

2/24: Winter Hiking Field 
Trip. GMC Education 
Program. Are you excited 
about taking a winter day 
hike, but are not quite 
ready to try it on your 
own? Join us for a hike to 
Taylor Lodge, in the 

Waterbury Center area . 
We highly recommend 
attending the January 17 
Winter Hiking Discussion 
prior to the field trip (and 
it is free once you sign up 
for this outing). 9:00 A, M. to 
4:00 r.M. Instructor: Pete 
Ketcham. Limit: 9. Fee: 
$20 members/$30 non
members. Register by 
February 21. See page 24 
for details. 

2/24: Snowshoe in Kettle 
Pond Area of Groton 
State Forest (Winter 
Birds and Botany). 
Montpelier Section . Flat 
terrain . Register in 
advance. Bryan rfeiffer, 
(802) 454-1874. 

2/25: Cross-country Ski 
tl1e Catamount Trail 
from Duxbury Road. 
Montpelier Section. 
Moderate with moderate 
pace, 3 hours. Nancy 
Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

MARCH 

312: Hiking the Grand 
Canyon. James P. Taylor 
Winter Series. Depending 
on the length of your 
stride, one step down into 
the Grand Canyon can 
take you past 25,000 years 
of the earth's geologic 
history. Learn about 
geology, nature , and 
beauty at this one-hour 
slide show with Bryan 
Pfeiffer of Plainfield. 
Twilight Hall, Middlebury 
College, 7:00 P. M . $4 mem
bers/$7 nonmembers. 
(802) 244-7037. Hosted by 
the Bread Loaf Section and 
sponsored by the 
Middlebury College Out
ing Club. See page 23 for 
details. 

3/3: Cross-country Ski at 
Stowe Mtn. Resort 
Cross-country Center. 
Montpelier Section. 
Various abilities and 
distances. Trail fee. 
Andrew & Reidun 
Nuquist, (802) 223-3550. 

3/4: Snowshoe in Calais 
Area. Montpelier Section. 
Easy to moderate, 5 miles. 
Joan Heller & Betty 
Moskowitz, (802) 223-1874. 



X·C Ski 8 Snowshoe 
HAZEN'S NOTCH 

VERMONT 
30 miles of tralls for all 

abilities provide breathtaking 
views of the Jay Mountains 

Day lodge 
Rental Skis & Snowshoes 
Lessons I Guided Tours 

1 Mlle East of Montgomery 
Center on Route 58, 

the Hazen's Notch Road 
Winter Hours: 9 • 5 /Dally 

Hazen's Notch Association 
P.O. Box478 

Montgomery Center VT 05471 

(802) 326-4799 (Ski Center) 
(802) 326-4789 (Office) 

E-mail: hazens@sover.net 

The Hazen's Notch Association Is a member-supported, 
non-profit conservation organization In Montgomery, VT. 

Bringing People Together to Conserve 
Northern Vermont's Natural Resources 

Check out these guide books! 

Subscribe to 
Northern Wooillands 

and support the GMC! 

If you subscribe for one year at the regular rate 

of$18, Northern Woodlands will contribute 
$9 to the Green Mountain Club. 

New 
Subscribers 

Only 
1-800-290-5232 

Formerly 
Vennont 

Woodlands 

Your Guide to 
the Forests of 
the Northeast 

GR££N MOUNl'AIN 
COBBLER SHOPPE 

804 S. Main Street •Stowe, VT 05672 

802-253-BOOT (2668) 

Complete Leather and Footwear Services 

NIGHT EAGLE 
WILDERNESS ADVENTURES 
Unique Vermont Summer Camp for Boys 

"' tipi living "'early Sioux culture "' 
archery "' crafts "' survival skills 

tracking "' canoeing "' backpacking 
cooperative work & play "' ages 10 -14 

www.nighteaglewilderness.com 

ADVERTISE IN THE 

NEWS 

call Jane Cottey 
802-244-7037xl0 
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Center, Vermont 05677 2. Office of publication and general business office located at 4711 Water
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Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 3 Owner: The Green Mountain Club, lnc 4 Average number of 
copies, each issue during preceding twelve months: Total number of copies printed, 8,025- Mailed 
subscriptions, 6,195; total paid circulation, 6,195. Sample copies, 114; Total free distribution, 1,600 Total 
distribution, 7,909 Miscellaneous office use and otherwise not distributed, 116. Total, 8,025. Percent 
paid and/or requested distribution: 77 2% . 5 Actual number of copies of single issue published 
nearest to filing date: Total number of copies printed, 8,200. Mailed subscriptions, 6,878; total paid 
circulation, 6,878 Sample copies, 231; total free distribution, 1091 Tora! distribution,8,200 . Miscella
neous office use and otherwise not distributed, 0, Total, 8,200, Percent paid and/or requested distribution: 
83 ,9% -Sylvia Plumb, Editor 
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Challenge W"tldemess Camp 
BRADFORD, VERMONT 

Backpacking, Rock Climb, Ropes Course, Kayaking, Survival, 
Orienteering, Whitewater Canoeing, Fly-Tying, Woodwork, Outdoor 

Living Skills, Fishing, Blacksmithing, Physical Fitness, Archery 

Churchill 
House 
Inn 

The Outdoor Specialists 
Boys Ages 9-16, Four-Week Sessions 
Drs. Thayer and Candice Raines . 
300 N. Grove Sneet 4, Rutland, VT 05701 
Toll Free (800) 832-HAWK (4295) 
E-mail: rainest@sover.net 

A classic 
country Inn 

at the edge of 
the Green Mountains, 

five minutes from the Long Trail. 
Rates include full breakfast and dinner. 

an-248-7444(toll-free) 
www. churchUlhouseinn. com 

· The Outdoor Gear E xchange · 

USED CLOSEOUT-NEW 
• Packs • Accessories 
• Tents • Technical Clothing 
• Sleeping bags • Hiking boots 
• Climbing gear • And much more 

We carry a full line of gear to help you enjoy your favorite ourdoor 
activity. At the Outdoor Gear Exchange we are passionate 
about the outdoors. We are committed to selling quality closeout, 
new, and used gear to make the outdoors accessible and affordable 
for all levels of ability, from the occassional backpacker to the most 
accomplished mountaineer. We have fun outdoors and want people 
to enjoy themselves in our store. We all love the gear we sell and 
want to help people get the most out of the outdoors by sharing our 
knowledge and experience in a relaxed, friendly environment. Since 
we buy closeouts, cosmetic 2nds, and used gear as well as selected 
new items, we are able to offer great prices on the area's best 
selection of outdoor gear. Stop by today and sa hi! 

Please visit our website 

gearx.com 
I'll e.anl: nt., e.urlin9ton on£N 1 DA\/{ (SO?-)S(,o- 01qo 

1'31- Main ntreet, Lal:e 1'\a£.id r f'\ 1 v (? IS)??-'3 -15S(, 
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SCJ\: 

Outdoor 
Leadership 
Positions 

• Lead high school volunteers on conservation work crews • 
• 4-5 weeks rn surnmer, nationwide in national parks and forests • 
• Weekly salary $300-540 DOE • Travel and training provided • 

• Minimum age 21 • WFA mandatory; WFR preferred • 
Contact: 

Student Conservation Association, Inc. 
603-543-1700 •e-mail: cwc-program@sca-inc.org 

www.sca-inc.org 

journey Through the Wilderness and Into the Heart" 

WDIHIA~@WD 
!E~llilil'lfll IA WU ~llil!E~!EiHI (~Mfil>§ 

Wilderness Survival 
Adventure Trips 
Teen Leadership 

Tracking• Survival Skill&, • Swimming• Nat ive Crafts 
Backpacking• Archery • T heater Arts • Earth Treks 

Group Challenge • Cooperative Living 

1 to 4 Weeks• Ages 8 • 17 •Reasonable Rates 
Day Camp Too! 

900 Bull Run Road• Northfield, VT 05663 
802-485-4321 • wihakowi@tds.net 

PLEASE HELP, OR WE'LL HAVE TO RESORT 
TO OTHER MODES OF TRANSPORTATION!! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

GMC field programs is in urgent 
need of a minivan, a truck, and a 

four-wheel-drive Subaru (or other 
car) in reasonable condition. Your gift 

is eligible for a tax-deduction (and you 
will be providing an important tool for 

the program!). Call Pete Ketcham or 
Bob Lincoln at (802) 244-7037. 

Summit & Shelter Caretakers, Trail Crew Leaders, & Crew Needed! The field 
season is right around the proverbial corner, and we need qualified, motivated individuals 

to build trail, manage campsites, and educate the public about the Long Trail and 
Vermont's precious backcountry. Strenuous work, challenging but rewarding living 

conditions, mvesome sunsets, public interaction, Our season runs from May through 
October, flexible starting and ending dates. Salary: $200-$300 [ +] per week & lodging. 

Qualifications: Experience with hiking, backpacking, interpersonal skills, exC<Jllcnt 
health . Knowledge of Long Trail, environment and natural sciences helpful. To apply: 

Contact Field Supervisors Pete Ketcham for caretaking positions, or Greg Western for trail 
crew GMC, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677; (802) 244-

7037. Pete: ext. 17, or pete@greenmountainclub.org. 
Greg, ext. 18, or greg@greenmountainclub.org, 

Outdoor Leaders Wanted: The Vermont Youth Conservation Corps is seeking hightly 
motivated, well-organized individuals to train and supervise small teams of high school 
and college age crew members in our conservation vwrk and education program. Build 

cohesive teams while completing high priority work projects and facilitating educational 
activities, Projects include state park management, trail construction, and watershed 

restoration in either day or residential settings. Salary: $300-$400/week plus AmeriCorps 
educational scholarship award, room and board (depending on position and contract 

length), and paid staff training. Seasonal positions begin in April, May, and June Call 
today for information and application (800) 639-8922/(802) 241-3699. E-mail: 

ycorps@together net Web: www.v:ycc org. 



$500+ 
Corporate, Foundation, 
Partners 
Appalachian Trail Conference 
Autumn Harp Foundation 
Ben & Jerry's Foundation 
Carris Corporate Foundation, Inc. 
Environmental Federation of 

New England 
Fund for Preservation of Wildlife 

& Natural Areas 
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters 
Green Mountain National Forest 
Hazelett Strip Casting Corporation 
Natural Areas l'Und, Ltd 
The Oakland Foundation 
Smuggler's Notch Resort 
Stowe Mountain Resort 
University of Vermont 
Vermont Agency of Natural 

Resources 
Vermont Community Foundation 
Vermont Department of Forests, 

Parks, and Recreation 
Vermont Housing & Conservation 

Board 

Individuals 
Pam & Louis Ahlen 
R Stephen Anderson 
Meredith & David Babbott 
Mary Louise Bellinzier 
Frank Bequaert 
Douglas E Best 
Burlington Section 
Ceppetelli Hiker's Hostel 
Jack Daggitt & Anne Stellwagen 
Joseph & Cathy Frank 
Mr. Robert T. Gannett 
Pamela & Robert Gillis 

Thank You to Our Donors! 

Erland C, & Ruth R Gjessing 
Helen W. Gjessing 
Thomas J. & Judith A Halpin 
Marlene Harrison 
Patrick V. Hurson 
Thomas B Hyde 
Allen Jacobs 
Peter J. Kenney 
Warren & Barry King 
Warren F. Kitzmiller 
Paul Languedoc 
John & Patricia McAllister 
Nancy H McGuire 
Francis C McHenry 
Montpelier Section 
Jim & Debbie Olsen 
Mary L & Arthur J. Poisson 
Walter J. Pomroy 
Jeremy &hrauf 
Eric Seidel & Donna Russo 
Kimball Simpson & Kate 

Donaghue 
Gerald Smith & Caroline Ballard 
Mr. E William Stetson III 
fames & Mary Twitchell 
Genevieve & Norma Weeks 

$100 TO $500 
Corporate, Foundation, 
Partners 
A.J. 's Ski and Sports 
American Flatbread 
American Standard Company 
Barton Family Trust 
Comp&J Computer Corporation 
Dionysian Productions 
Farm & Wilderness Camps 
IBM Corporation 
Steams Family Health Center 
United Technologies 

April I through September 30, 2000 

Individuals 
Douglas Aja 
Lee & Sunny Allen & Family 
William M. & Dorothy K. 

Anderson 
Tom &Corinne-Aubin 
Donald H. Ballou 
The Barn-Logan Family 
lynoa Graham Barber 
Emily Barrett 
Hugh J. Bartley 
Warren L & Ruth K Beeken 
Mike Beltacchi 
Douglas Bertsch 
Zabeth Billingham 
Jeff Blanchard 
Phillip I Blumberg 
K & Margaret C Bal 
Ann BurcrofT 
f. Ashley Cadwell 
James R & Barbara L Calkins 
fake & Donna Carpenter 
Robert & Andrea Carr-Evans 
Chip Carver & Anne DeLaney 
Tracy K Chandler 
Candace Clarke 
Jeannie & Joseph Colalillo 
Joseph & Deborah Cook 
Christopher A Cooley 
Wilson Cooper 
Lisa Cowles 
Sarah H. Crocker 
Bruce Curran 
Ralph & Karen Dell & Family 
Marie L. Dessureau 
Michael Dropik & Rosanne Ruvolo 
David Edelstein 
Terry Edelstein 
John T Esterbrook III 
Alvin F\giel & Joan Loring Wing 
Janet & Robert Fiske, Jr. 
Mark K & Kelly N. Foley, Jr 
Cheryl E. Frank 
Sara R. Frank 
Mrs Andrea N. Frost 
Mary & Manuel Garcia 
Janet Gillette 
Steve Z. Gladstone 
Theodore N. Goddard 
Margaret Gordon &Carl Anderson 
Mr. Alan M Gormly 
Michael J. Grady 
Phyllis & Peter Gray 
Mr. ferry Greenfield 
Richard Gribbon 
Joseph J. & Bormie L Gurda 
Robin R Hallbourg 
Paul Hallock 
Amanda & Mark M. Harmeling 
Phil Hazen & Kathy Adams 
Richard C Heusley 
Daniel B Houston 
Robert and Cora May Howe 
Mark Hoyt 
H. Carson Hubbard & Family 
Paul R Hummel 
Nan Hunt 
Ward S Jenkins 
Richard W. B & Sallie W. Jesser 
fames E Jordan 
Cedrick D. & Rachel P Justis 
David & Mary Kenney & Family 
Cynthia Ketcham 
fames G & Amanda S. Krieble 
Louis D Lanier 
Jane Lavelle 
F. David Lawrence 
fames Andrew Lecours 
Diane Z & W. E Lehder, Jr 
William H. Macy 
David & Sheila Manischewitz 
Kevin F. & Kelly A Mee 
Fred & Wanda Mehlman 
Bruce K & Pamela L Moffat 
Malcolm Moore 
Michael P. Moriarty 
Jim Mulhern 
Georgia & Mark Munsell 

Betsy Nelson 
Carole A & Lucille A Notte 
Martin J. & Barbara S Notte 
Paul F. & Joan P. O'Donnell 
Paul F. O'Donnell III 
Michael J. & Cynthia W. Olson 
Candace Page & Hamilton Davis 
Ray H. & Bonnie Palmer 
Dr. Carl Perry 
John Peterson 
William Pollak & Maria F\sher 
Lynn A Powers 
Charles W. Pughe 
Donald & Lois Ray 
Joan Rech 
Mary Lou Recor 
Sally Rice 
Irene T Rogers 
Peter M Saile 
George & Janie Schildge 
Jeff &hoellkopf & Beth Binns 
Mrs Eva A Schulz 
Joseph F. Segale 
Larry Shapiro 
fames H. Shattuck 
Sandra Shenk & Alan Boright 
James Simpson 
Richard W. & Deborah L M 

Simpson 
Samuel P. Slattery 
Jason C Smith 
Robert L Snyder & Mary F. 

Berryhill 
David L. Spane!, M.d 
Jeanne Spellman 
Barbara Stearns 
John & Judith Steams 
Martha J. Steele 
Hillary Sulcov 
Mark B Sulcov, Ph.D. 
Chuck Tauck 
David L Thurber 
Lee Tibbert 
Joan Marie Todd & John Kupfer 
Paul E. Troxell 
Samuel & Grace Tucker 
Nancy E. & Lee S Van Dine 
Jonathan Wahl 
Doris E. Washburn 
Hugh H. Weedon 
Martha Ann Wellman 
Loren & Judith Western 
Tom & Sally Wilkins 
Stephen H. Willeumier 
Joan Wissmann 
David Wittmann 
Windsor D Wright 
Glen & Maureen Yates 
Hugh Neil Zimmerman 

IN MEMORY OF 
Deborah Edelstein 
David Edelstein 
Terry Edelstein 

Ira Hawley 
Preston T. Billings & Maryanne 

Foley-Billings 
Donna L Brown 
Deermont Grange 368, Inc 
Walter P Gallup 
Esther & Lawrence Greeno 
Margaret J. Hickey 
Mrs. Nina LaPenna 
Herbert G Ogden & Catherine 

Thomas 
Alfred & Roma Pulling 
Randy L & Cynthia R, Roberts 
Doris M. Shellmer 
Annabelle Westling 
Doris G White 

John Notte 
Baker Distributing Corporation 
Thomas Beatini & Dina Scacchetti 
Tracy K Chandler 
John P. Crowley, fr. 
Timothy J. & Sylvia P Curtis 
Marie L. Dessureau 

Norman L Duby 
John T Esterbrook III 
Alvin F\giel & Joan Loring Wing 
Julie O. & Brian T. Foley 
Mark K. & Kelly N. Foley, Jr 
Richard Gribbon 
Joseph J. & Bonnie L Gurda 
Paul Hallock 
Thomas}. & Judith A Halpin 
Brian J. & Rebecca Hampl 
Patrick V. Hurson 
John H. & Deborah H Kelly 
Paul Languedoc 
Jane Lavelle 
fames Andrew Lecours 
Mark Lunden 
Phyllis P. Marganoff 
Brians &CamilleM Marro 
Elaine L & Paul A Marro 
Kristine A & John F. McAlister 
E Greg Mcclallen & Carol Bove 

McClallen 
Francis C McHenry 
Kevin F. & Kelly A Mee 
Robert B. Miller 
Michael P. Moriarty 
Carole A & Lucille A Notte 
Martin J. & Barbara S Notte 
Paul F. & Joan P. O'Donnell 
Paul F. O'Donnell III 
Michael/, &Cynthia w. Olson 
Melissa & William F. Payson, fr. 
Craig Pollak 
Michael K Power 
Samuel P. Slattery 
Stephanie M & Timothy Stack 
Steeleman's Lawn Service 
Hillary Sulcou 
Mark B Sulcou, Ph D 
Amy Sullivan 
Mary Kathryn & James Barry 

Tynan 
Nancy E & lee S Van Dine 
Tom C. & Kim A Wendt 
Richard J. & Dawn K Zachar 

Roderick Rice, Jr. 
Jane & Anthony Williams 

Linda Tilgner 
Jim & Debbie Olsen 

Marc von Trapp 
Jeannie & Joseph Colalillo 

Hans Weltz 
Peggy Bisette 
Joseph & Deborah Cook 
David & Jaine Curtis 
Frank & Doris Dearborn 
Stephen & Eleanor Dickey 
Mr. Robert T Gannett 
Arthur & Susan Greenbaum 

&Family 
Robert Johnson 
Kenneth & Elizabeth McKown 
Malcolm Moore 
Georgia & Mark Munsell 
Robert & Laura Phillips 
Ben Rose & Lori Fisher 
George W. Roy, fr 
William & Judith Schwab 
Sandy Tarburton 
Phyllis A. Welz 

Arleen Wimett 
Candace Clarke 

IN HONOR OF 
Timothy Berg & 
Jennifer Pearl 
David & Sheila Manischewitz 
Joseph F. Segale 

Alire Ceppetelli 
John A Ceppetelli 

Kimball Simpson 
Hugh Neil Zimmerman 
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... .. .. .. . 

E
ven for November, it was gray. 
Overnight, a foot of snow J~a~ cov
ered the ridge leading to Killmgton 

Peak, its weight forcing the balsam 
branches downward, making the trail diffi
cult to find in places. As no one had hiked 
this section from Cooper Lodge south, I 
wore my aluminum snowshoes to keep 
from sinking too deeply with each step. 
Every so often, I looked back at my soli
tary prints in the fresh powder. 

November is hunting season in Vermont 
and a prudent hiker is well advised to heed 
the warnings: stay out of deer habitat, 
wear orange, make noise. I don't have a 
strong desire for someone to mistake me 
for a deer, but new snow and a mild late 
fall day are irresistible. For a while, I sang 
Christmas carols and nonsense verses, but 
I've a tin ear and even "Happy Birthday" is 
a challenge for me. I stopped singing and 
the soft silence tickled my ears. The white
ness reminded me of a day in March, 
when no one hunts save the small mice 
and moles whose feet barely crease 
the surface. 

I had to concentrate to keep the 
trail. Heavy snow and wind had 
knocked trees across my path, forc
ing me to detour over, under, and 
around. I backtracked several times, 
looking for a paint blaze or break in 
the firs that would signal I was on 
the right track. As I dropped off the 
ridge, the forest opened up as hard
woods replaced conifers. It was 
easier to pick out the route, a slight 
indentation and subtle change in the 
shading marked where the path was 
worn below the surrounding duff. 

My mind wandered freely through 
a library of subjects: job, family, 
friends, Christmas shopping, an 
upcoming trip to Boston. I was thus 
distracted when I spied a delicate 
poof of steam rising from a mound 
of warm, brown pellets. "Moose 
scat," I thought, "warm moose scat." 
I stopped still, my mind slowly regis
tering what I had a chance of seeing. 
I looked left and saw dozens of hoof 
prints running together in the snow, 
but no other sign oflife. 

My head turned slowly right and 
my eyes widened as twenty feet 

from me a female moose stood dead 
center in the trail. Never before had I been 
this alone, so close to something this wild, 
this big. I felt vulnerable. I remembered 
an article I'd read about a woman who 
evaded a male moose in rut by hiding be
hind trees, always keeping a tree between 
her and the animal. Did a female moose 
exhibit the same aggressive behavior? And 
if she did charge, exactly how many 
growth rings would it take to withstand the 
onslaught of twelve hundred pounds? 

We stood looking at one another, 
startled, still, wavering between fear and 
curiosity-me in my red parka, her in her 
brown coat. For five seconds, neither of us 
moved. My stomach fluttered, my breath 
became shallow, and my heart beat faster. 
Her chest rose and fell and her warm 
breath condensed as it hit the November 
air. She snuffled and lowered her head as 
though searching her mind for the thread 
to unravel the mystery of me. Her dark 
liquid eyes kept me pinned to the forest 
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backdrop. I slowly reached around for my 
camera, tucked deep inside my pack. 

That was all she needed to convince her 
I might be harmful; she turned without 
looking back and loped away down the 
trail. I wanted to follow to get my picture, 
but my body stayed put; my feet held fast 
to the ground. I was under her spell. And 
like a sorceress, she released me only 
when she had a safe distance between us. 

I started in the direction I'd last seen 
her, my snowshoes shushing through the 
powder. She kept to the trail for another 
hundred yards before veering off. I caught 
sight of her once more, her legs blending 
with the bark on the leafless trees before 
fading completely into the forest. There 
were more tracks in the snow and 
branches stripped of their buds, evidence 
she'd been feeding here before I inter
rupted. Her prints crossed the trail four, 
five, six times, then all trace of her was 
gone. I continued walking south, half hop
ing to see her again, half afraid I would. 

A mile later, I came across 
tracks made by a different 
species. These were the distinc
tive chain tread unique to L. L. 
Bean's famous Maine hunting 
boots. The maker of these prints 
was more predictable than the 
moose; he stayed loyal to the trail 
and didn't venture into the un
known woods. I soon spotted him 
ahead, his blaze-orange cap con
trasting sharply with his red plaid 
lumberjack shirt and Ballard wool 
pants. I overtook him, the sound 
of my snowshoes heralding my 
approach. He eyed me curiously, 
his rifle resting comfortably along 
his right forearm. 

"Hello," I greeted. 
"Hello," he answered, his voice 

friendly. 
"Have you seen anything?" I 

asked. 
"No, not a thing. And you?" 
"No," I shook my head, "not a 

thing." 

5nowberry winter hiking 
on Mount Ellen. 

- Snowberry 
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Shop Online at the GMC! 
www.greenmountainclub.org 

Check out the Green Mountain Club's secure online store. 
Our complete store is online-including GMC logo Duofold® 
shirts, microfleece shirts, fleece jackets, pullovers, vests, 
mugs, water bottles, and more. Also look for books, maps, 
and trail guides for the mountains, rivers, and roads of the 
Northeast. Shop online with a Visa or MasterCard, or print a 
form to fax or mail. Visit www.greenmountainclub.org today. 
When you shop online, your purchase helps the GMC! 

~-------------------------------------~ 
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