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GMC Volunteers Build 
Roundtop Shelter 

InMenwry of ]efj]ermer 
Mountain Club is all about. Of course, in 
addition to building a new shelter, the volun
teers built a camaraderie and closeness that 
develops when people work together to make 
something special. This is a feeling that must 
have abounded in the early days of the GMC 
when volunteers were first building the Long 
Trail. 

The Roundtop story goes back to the 

Something special happened in the 
Green Moumains this summer, the 
culmination of yeai:s of planning and 
legwork by over eighty volunteers -

the construction of Roundtop Shelter. In an 
effort led by the Laraway Section, volunteers 
braved subarctic temperatures in the heart of 
winter and hot and humid bug-filled days in 
midsummer. They lugged lumber and roofing, 
cut trail, and dragged logs through the snow. 
The number and variety of people involved in 
building Roundtop illustrates what the Green 

1980s when the Laraway Section began identi
fying the permanent LT corridor between 
Route 15 in Johnson and Route 118 in Eden. 

Close to eighty volunteers helped build Roundtop 
Shelter. GMC volunteers braved a 10° F day to 
drag spruce logs to the shelter site. 

Many changes were in the works, 
including the closure of Barrows 
Camp, slated for 1993. The 
Roundtop relocation was scouted 
and flagged, and a new shelter site 
identified and approved. 

During this time, The Nature 
Conservancy, acting for the GMC, 
acquired the large tract of land en
compassing the northern flank of 
Roundtop Mountain, protecting the 
trail and shelter site. Between 1991 
and 1993, volunteers flagged the 
trail relocation, cleared a site for the 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Process as Important as Product as GMC 
Embarks in New Direction 

I am as impressed with the process by 
which the Club has embarked on the 
new directions you will read about in this 

issue of The Inng Trail News as I am with the 
substance of them. The Board of Directors' 
decision to seek federal legislation to protect 
the Long Trail is momentous; how we arrived 
at that decision holds a valuable lesson. The 
changes being proposed in the Club's organi
zation are significant. The journey from issues 
to recommendations is a blueprint for volun
teer participation and involvement. It is 
obvious that deliberation and haste are 
generally incompatible concepts. 

At thejanuary_l993 Board meeting, many 
of the Directors and Land Protection Commit
tee members were ready to plunge ahead on 
seeking National Scenic Trail designation. The 
concerns raised by Directors and landowners 
were legitimate, and what ensued left a clear 
message: to get people to embrace a contro
versial proposal, they need to be part of the 
process by which the proposal is crafted. 

Discussion of federal legislation was on the 
agenda at every Board meeting and annual 
meeting between January 1993 and September 
1994. Five meetings in every comer of 
Vermont, involving both Club members and 
non-members, were forums for discussion, 
suggestions, and, most importantly, under
standing. The proposal that passed at the 
September meeting is not radically different 
from what was contemplated in 1993 (see 
page 9). It contains some compromises and 
creative solutions, but the fundamental differ
ence is that it was created with the input of a 
large number of concerned individuals. With 
that sort of "ownership," it should not be 

surprising that the Board overwhelmingly 
supported a concept that two years earlier 
had been viewed with great skepticism. 

The Organizational Review process has 
been remarkably similar to the development 
of the federal legislation proposal. The 
common denominator is involvement. The 
committee has done a phenomenal job of 
getting the word out, seeking suggestions, 
wrestling wi.th age-old issues and forging con
sensus. Club members have also responded 
to the need for input. The membership 
recognized the imponance of these issues and 
jumped in when needed. 

There is still much to be done before these 
recommendations are ready for implementa
tion (in some cases, bylaw changes are 
needed), but the fact that every recommenda
tion passed "straw" muster should not be 
glossed over. It is a testimony not only to the 
hard work of the Organizational Review 
Committee, but also to the incredible level of 
involvement by the membership as a whole. 

That process of involvement is testimony 
to a definition of "synergt I once heard, "all 
of us are smarter than any of us." We are 
more capable of finding solutions if we work 
together - regardless of our predispositions 
on an issue - than if we struggle alone. I 
close with a plea to members to get involved 
and stay involved. The spirit of compromise 
demands that when the skirmishes on com
ponents of an issue are settled, the parties 
embrace the end product and advance its 
cause. We've started on both of these paths, 
but there are still blowdowns and waterbars 
to be cleared - let's get to it. 

- Paul Hannan 

ANNUAL GIVING -
A LIVING ENDOWMENT 

Green Mountain Club members and friends support the work of 
the Club in many valuable ways. By !):ow, you should have received 

a request for a year-end gift to sustain our work over the winter 
months when revenues are traditionally slow. Please consider 
making a gift to the GMC as you make your end-of-the-year 

charitable giving plans. Your gift is tax-deductible 
to the full extent of the law. Thank you for lending a helping 

hand at a needful time of year for the Club. 
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LETTERS TO T H E EDITOR 

No to Uniform Dues 
At their meeting on September 2 4, the 

Directors began to move in a direction that 
would change a unique feature of the GMC. 
By a straw vote of about three to one, they 
agreed that the Organizational Review Com
mittee should draft a bylaw change that 
would require uniform dues for every GMC 
membership category. This means that an 
individual membership in a Section would 
cost the same as an individual membership 
At-large. It also means that a Section could 
no longer set its own dues according to its 
own needs. There might be an exception for 
a Section which wanted to charge higher 
dues than At-large. 

Presently, most Sections charge lower 
dues than At-large members have to pay. 
They can do this because they must send 
only about $13 or $14 ("assessment" plus 
insurance contribution) to Headquarters for 
every individual member. In contrast, 
individual At-large members pay $24. The 
historical reason for the dues break for 
Section members is that they make up for 
paying less dues by doing more volunteer 
work than members At-large. No one 
expects members At-large to do anything 
but pay dues, though some do volunteer 
and their efforts are appreciated. 

Granted, the present system is not 
perfect. Perhaps some Sections no longer 
contribute enough volunteer work to justify 
the Section members' dues break. But the 
GMC should encourage and enable them to 
work harder, not simply give up on them. 
Doubtless, some people belong to Sections 
and never do any volunteer work for the 
GMC although they have the ability. This is 
no great evil as long as the Section as a 
whole makes up for its lower dues payment 
through volunteer work. 

"If it ain't broke, don't fix it" applies here. 
This is the only instance where the Organi
zational Review Committee recommended a 
change despite overwhelming opposition 
from GMC members. As reported in the Fall 
1994 LIN, page ten, the scientifically con
ducted 1994 membership survey said about 
seventy percent of members favored allow
ing Sections to charge_different dues from 
each other. Just as important was the un
published finding that about seventy percent 
of members favored allowing Sections to 
charge their members different dues than 
At-large members pay. 

The Directors need members' input on 
this issue before their January meeting. I 
hope that, elsewhere in this issue, a full list 

of the Directors and their addresses and 
phone numbers will appear. I also hope that 
members will tell their Directors not to take 
an action which ignores Section members' 
volunteer efforts and threatens to destroy a 
unique and valuable feature of the Club. 

- Herbert G. Ogden, Jr., Killington Section 

Editor's Note: To obtain a list of the GM C 
Board of Directors, contact the GMC at RRl 
Box 650, Waterbury Center, Vennont 05677; 
(802) 244-7037 

Uniform Dues Will 
Strengthen the GMC -
Asa Whole 

As chairperson of the GMC Membership 
Committee, I spoke in favor of uniform dues 
at the September meeting of the Board of 
Directors. My strong support for this pro
posal stems from my activities with four 
different GMC Sections, as well as with the 
office staff at Headquarters. 

I help on work hikes for one Section, 
take care of membership for another 
Section, head for the potluck events in 
another, and occasionally go canoeing or 
cross-country skiing with other Sections. I 
value and enjoy all of these activities, and 
they are all a part of the Green Mountain 
Club. I don't believe that I receive more for 
my money from one Section than I do for 
any other, and I think the dues structure of 
GMC should reUect that. Uniform dues will 
certainly not cause Sections to lose their 
individuality! 

Trying to explain the differing fees for 
GMC Sections or At-large membership is a 
waste of time for all of us. Let prospective 
members choose a membership category on 
the basis of convenience, camaraderie, and 
personal goals ... not on the basis of the 
membership fee. The Long Trail News will 
make new members aware of the activities 
organized by the Sections and of events and 
programs sponsored by Headquarters. This 
will allow them to find a place in the GMC 
family that is comfortable for them. 

The actual dues proposal has yet to be 
determined. The Membership Committee will 
be working on a proposal during the coming 
months. The proposal will undoubtedly set 
dues somewhat higher than most current Sec
tion dues, but will attempt to provide a dollar 
amount to the Sections that will allow them 
to continue their current programs. 

If you have particular questions or sugges
tions regarding uniform dues, please contact 
me so that the committee can address your 
concerns. 

- Connie Plunkett 

Connie is Chair of the GMC Membership 
Committee. She can be reached at 460 Wesif ord 
Road, Milton, Vennont 05468; (802) 893-6663. 

Uniform Dues Will 
Weaken Sections 

I am writing this letter to protest any 
bylaw changes that would require uniform 
dues. The GMC paid for a survey that 
showed that Section members devote more 
volunteer hours to the trail and stay members 
longer. Yet the Board of Directors ignored 
this and are encouraging uniform dues. 

I like the autonomy of the Sections. This is 
one of the GMC's strengths. The Sections 
maintain their part of the trail because of 
pride and a sense of duty. To weaken the 
Sections is counterproductive. 

Also, the Sections generally pay lower 
dues than At-large members. I want to point 
out that the per capita income of many areas 
of Vermont is not as high as other states. 
Rutland has missed several of the last 
"national economic recoveries." With layoffs 
on every employer's lips, raising the dues 
would not be a good way to keep members. I 
know of several long-term members who are 
active in trail maintenance where a dues raise 
would cause a hardship. 

I am not going to be a member of the 
Green Mountain Club if the Sections are 
weakened. If I have to send my dues payment 
to Waterbury, it won't be sent. 

- Sue Carey, President, Killington Section 

MAuRYK. KosT 
IDS FL'"'lANCIAL SERVICES 

FINANCIAL PLANNING• INVESTMENTS 

22 CHURCH STREET• BURLINGTON. VERMONT 05401 • 802 • 862-4252 
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~~ NOTICES & REMINDERS 

We Want You! 
Do you have talents to give to the GMC? The GMC needs some people to help out 

with Club finances and office computer systems. Take a look at the jobs described 
below, and give us a call at (802) 244-7037. 

Financial Whard: Do you like to crunch numbers? Do you spend your free time 
counting every cent you spend? Someone needed with skills in accounting, office 
finances, and budgeting. Make that phone call today! 

Power Computer User: Are you the person people turri to when they need com
puter assistance? We need someone with a knowledge of DOS, Windows, Lantastic, 
and Paradox to be on call when we run into computer problems (which doesn't happen 
all that often). E-mail that volunteer offer now! Actually, we don't have E-mail, but you 
can call us. 

Engineer: Do you have an innate sense of when a 
building might collapse? We need someone with the 
skills to evaluate the structural integrity of the build
ings at the GMC Headquarters. Give us a call! 

Creative Money Maker Needed: Someone 
needed who can write, edit, develop direct mail pack
ages, do research, think up creative ways to raise 
money - call Bob Lincoln TODAY! 

Vermont Voyageur Equipment 
(802) 326-4 789 
19:00 AM-5:30 PM Mon-Sat) 

Wind Rivet 
Anorak 
&Pants 
Four-season protection 
from wind, sun & cold, 
dry snow. 
Perfect for nordic skiing, snow
shoeing, hiking & backpacking. 
Proven on expeditions throughout 
North America. 

Sizes: XS-XL 
Colors: Red, Tan, Royal Blue, 

Forest Green, Rust 

Anorak S52.00 
Pants S4 3.00 
Pants with 

side zippers 
553,00 IMlimilllii 

(plus S'l.00 

UPS Shipping I 

Route 24 2 - Box lOIOG, Montgomery Center, VT 054 71 
For a free mail order catalog describing Vermont Voyageur clothing & equipment, Limmer 
Boots, guidebooks & more, call or write VVE. Or visit our shop near Jay Peak & at the Hazen's 
Notch Outdoor Center. Call ahead though-vve may be out working on the Long Trail. 

New GMC T-shirt and Hat! 
Don't miss the new GMC T-shirt! The 

design below is printed on the back and the 
GMC logo is on the front. The 100% cotton 
shirt is available in slate-blue and 
green-gray. Price: $16.95/GMC'ers and 
$19. 95/non-members. 

We also have a new GMC hat in a soft 
corduroy with the GMC logo on the front. 
You can choose from slate-blue, 
misty-green, or tan. Price: $11.90/GMC'ers 
and $14.00/non-members. 

Children under age ten will enjoy The 
Long Trail Coloring Booh, a thirty-two-page 
booklet with drawings of things kids might 
experience 
on a hike. 
Price: $1.80/ 
GMC'ers and 
$3.001 
non-members. 
This is the 
perfect 
holiday gift. 

"!-.footpath in t~c WildcrlJess . 
CA1' 

To order 
these items 
(which make 
great holiday 
gifts for 
friends and 
family), tum 
to page 12. 

Staff Notes 

~-

M<\SSACHUS£TIS \ 

The Long Trail 

We welcome Sandy Tarbunon as the 
new GMC Receptionist/Office Assistant. A 
graduate of Middlebury College, Sandy 
spent her last three summers doing botani
cal research on Mount Mansfield. She enjoys 
hiking and doing crossword puzzles. Sandy 
replaces Nancy Smith who left the GMC to 
pursue other career interests. 

Ski the Catamount Trail 
End-to-End! 

This winter, the Catamount Trail 
Association (CIA) is hosting a series of 
day-tours on the Catamount Trail. join for a 
day, for a weekend, or challenge yourself to 
the ultimate goal of completing the entire 
"length of Vennont on skis." All you need to 
participate is your CTA membership card. If 
you aren't a member, contact the CIA and 
tell them you read about the event in 
The Long Trail News. Call or write the CIA, 
PO Box 1235, Burlington, Vennont 05402; 
(802) 864-5794. 
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James P. Taylor Winter Series · 

Come celebrate outdoor recreation at 
the GMC's third annual James P. 
Taylor Winter Series. This year we 

are offering discounts and a season's pass for 
$24 - available only to members. Space will 
be limited, so buy your pass ahead of time 
and receive one event free. To order season 
passes, call or write to the GMC at Route 
100, RR 1 Box 650, Waterbury Center, 
Vermont 05677; (802) 244-7037. 

High Sierran Adventure 
A Solo Hike Alon$. the 
Pacific Crest Ttail 
Fliday, December 9, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, 
$4.00 non-member. 

Join professional photographer Nancy 
Schroeder for a slide presentation of her solo 
hike on the Pacific Crest Trail. She will share 
beautiful photos as well as logistical tips on 
planning and preparation for extended 
backpacking trips. 

New Zealand 
By Pack and By Paddle 
Friday, December 16, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, 
$4.00 non-member. 

Naturalist Rick Strimbeck spent nearly two 
years in New Zealand, including two seasons as 
a backcountry hut keeper in Fiordland National 
Park. Experience New Zealand's natural and 
cultural history with Rick's slides, featuring 
ice-encrusted peaks and active volcanoes; 
steep-walled fjords and inland lakes swarming 
with trout; and temperate rain forests and a 
unique alpine flora. 

Ski Touring Above Treeline 
Colorado's 10th Mountain 
Hut Association Trail 
Friday, January 13, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, 

Celebrating Outdoor Recreation 
Aspen). Get a perspective on the high-alpine 
terrain and collect some general information on 
how to plan your own hut-to-hut trip. Deep 
powder, tele-tuming, cozy accommodations, 
and spectacular mountains await you. 

Skiing Across Greenland 
A Trans-Greenland Race 
Friday, January 20, 7:00 pm $3.00 member, 
$4.00 non-member. 

Dudley Weider will show slides of his 
two-week journey across Greenland with 
Norway's Viking Ski Club. They br11Ved extreme 
conditions and -40 degree nights, following the 
route of Fridtjof Nansen, the first person to 
cross Greenland. 

Denali 
A Climb of North America's 
Highest Peak 
Friday, Februa1y 17, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, 
$4.00 non-member. 

Share the experience ofToddJenner and a 
small group of climbers who followed in the 
footsteps of the earliest pioneers: staning from 
Wonder Lake and traveling up the Muldrow 
Glacier to ascend the East Face of Denali. Todd 
will also show slides of the beauty and wildlife 
of autumn in Alaska's Denali Park. 

Third Annual Snowshoe Festival 
Saturday, February 25, 8:00 am-5:00 pm. $3.00 
member, $5.00 non-member. Kids under 12 are 
free. 

This year's ever-popular snowshoe festival 
will begin with a fascinating slide show and talk 
on winter wildlife by Susan Morse and feature 
snowshoe lacing, trips for all abilities, and even 
snowshoe races - a hundred-yard dash just for 
kids and a SK for everyone else. The whole 
family will have fun at this event. Tubbs Snow
shoe Co. provides snowshoes (but bring your 
own if you have them because they will be in 
high demand). Dress appropriately, bring 
lunch, and also bring ski poles if you plan to do 
a more difficult hike. 

Would you like to lead a snowshoe hike? 
Call Sylvia at the GMC office, (802) 244-7037. 

Cheryl Frank - took a memorable journey by · 
sea from Argentina to Antarctica. They cruised 
in the Bransfield and Gerlacha Straits along the 
Antarctic Peninsula. Their observation of the 
beautiful but inhospitable environment, and the 
abundant wildlife, are captured in their slides 
and narrative. 

Biking Across North America 
Mexico, United States, and Canada 
Friday, March 24, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, 
$4.00 non-member. 

John Vincent and Lisa Sammet spent their 
honeymoon cycling 13,000 miles through the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada. Come hear 
about their yearlong adventure, see their slides, 
and ask questions about long-distance cycling. 

Keepers of the Earth: 
Completing the Circles of Life 
Storytellitig in the Native 
American Tradition, an event 
especially for kids! 
Friday, April 14, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, 
$4.00 non-member. 

Through song, dance, and traditional 
storytelling, award-winning author and master 
storyteller Michael Caduto immerses his audi
ence in Native North American culture. He will 
weave a story of the circles of life and the im
portance of keeping a strong relationship with 
the earth. A great event for kids! 

The Taylor Winter Selies is sponsored in part 
by Merrell Footwear, Onion River Sports, 
the Sl1i R.ack, and Peregrine Outfitters. 

Volunteers Needed 
$4 00 b Voyage to Antarctica 

. non-mem er. Help out with the Taylor Series! We need people to set 
Take a guided cross-country ski tour with F1iday, March 10, 7:00 pm. $3.00 member, up, open and close, and do publicity. We especially 

Catamount Trail Association Executive Director $4.00 non-member. need volunteers to help out with the Snowshoe 
Pennie McEdward Rand to nine huts on the In January 1991, a family of GMC members Festival, including leading trips! Call Sylvia Plumb at 

lOth Mou:ain Hut syst: (bet:n Vail and _~=South Burlingto.:_-Joe~athy~cky,.:~ ~802) :4-703~ _ _ _ _ ____ J 
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Round top, continued from page 1 

shelter, and rocked in the water supply. The 
landowner generously granted an extension 
to keep Barrows Camp open until the end of 
July 1994. 

. And then, in 1993, Todd Jenner came 
along. A GMC member and LT end-to-ender 
living in western New York, Todd cut his 
mountain teeth on the Long Trail. He always 
wanted to give something back to the GMC 
and decided he would like to build a shelter 
in memory of his brother Jeff. That spring, 
Todd and his nephew Ken Jenner visited 
Roundtop Mountain and identified a beauti
ful, mature stand of white spruce with a 
vigorous young understory, slightly uphill 
from the shelter site. 

It was time to begin. In October, a dozen 
volunteers hiked to the site and cut and 
stacked the trees, leaving them to be dragged 
to the shelter site that winter when snow 
cover would make the job easier. On a cold 
day in February 1994, with temperatures 
hovering around ten degrees, over thirty-five 
snowshoers made their way up the mountain, 
and skidded the logs, by hand and foot, over 
700 feet to the shelter site and then restacked 
them. With all the hard work, what had been 
planned to be a two-to-three-day job took 
only one day. The Johnson Boy Scout Troop 
kept a fire going all day and provided hot 
food and drink to the workers. 

In the spring, the Laraway Section hosted 
several work parties to ready the site, haul 
foundation rocks, prepare the trail, stack and 
dry over 900 board feet of white spruce 
planks, and begin the task of hauling all that 
lumber (and tin roofing) to the halfway point 
on the trail. They also installed an outhouse. 

In late June, the shelter builders arrived: 
Todd and Wendy Jenner, Murray Jenner, and 
John, Barb, and Emily Caviglia. The painstak
ing task of peeling every log was begun, and 
the shelter began to take shape. The lower 
tiers of logs were joined with self-locking, 
half-dovetail notches, each custom crafted . 
Floor joists were set in and a plank floor was 
laid. All this time, multiple trips up the 
mountain were being made with lumber on 
shoulder by the most dedicated kind of 
volunteers, including boys from the Laraway 
School and the Woodside Juvenile Rehabilita
tion Facility, inspired by GMC Field Assistant 
Paul Neubauer. 

The gable ends rose, the ridgepole was set, 
and the rafters were carefully flattened and 
notched into place. Roof boards went on, 
skylights were skillfully inserted, the tin went 
up, and Roundtop Shelter was ready for 
hikers in late August. 

While the shelter was being built, the new 
LT was opened, and one-tenth of a mile 
north of the shelter a 0.1 mile trail to the 
existing LT was opened as a temporary 
connector until the rest of the Roundtop relo
cation is completed. Barrows Camp officially 
closed on July 31, 1994, and a 1.1 mile 
bypass trail, called the Emery 
relocation, crossing land owned by 
Rick and Marla Emery, was opened 
and blazed. 

And that is the short version of 
the Roundtop story. We had fun, 
worked hard, ate well, met great 
folks, made good friends, and 
garnered some fine memories. 

The tale is not quite ended. More 
help will be needed in the spring to 
haul lumber for a second layer of 

ABOVE: Laraway Section President Ben Davis presents 
Todd and Wendy Jenner with a certificate of 
appreciation for their work on Roundtop Shelter. 
TOP RIGHT: The completed Roundtop Shelter. 
MIDDLE RIGHT: Volunteers st1ip spruce logs to be used 
in construction of the shelter. 
LOWER RIGHT: Volunteers gather at the new shelter for 
the dedication ceremony. 

THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 

flooring, and possibly for bunks. If you get a 
chance, visil Roundtop. The L-shaped lean-to 
is located one mile south of the Plot Road in 
Johnson. 

- Ben Davis, Laraway Section 

Ben is the President of the GMC's Laraway 
Section. Many thanks to him, the Laraway 
Section, Todd and Wendy Jenner, and the 
volunteers who built Roundtop Shelter. Todd 
Jenner will be presenting a slide show of his 
month-long climb of Alaska's Denali on 
February 17 as part of the GMCs James P. 
Taylor Winter Series. See page 5 for details. 
We hope to see you there! 
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TRAILHEAD 

T H E L 0 N G T R A I L 

HOST PROGRAM 
A SUCCESS 

A friendly trailhead host greeted 
hikers on busy Long Trail/Appala
chian Trail trailheads in the Green 
Mountain National Forest this sum
mer. The trailhead host program is 
pan of a new public education 
initiative by the GMC and the US 
Forest Service (USFS) to educate 
hikers before they hit the trail. 

john Lnng, trailhead host, greets 
visitors to the Green Mountain 
National Forest. 

John Long, a graduate student 
from Massachusetts, handed out 
GMC, Appalachian Trail Confer
ence, and USFS information and 
maps, and answered questions 
from people about to head into the 
woods. He also collected data on 
where people were from, how they 
learned about hiking opportunities 
in the area, and group use. John 
concentrated his efforts at the 
trailheads near Little Rock Pond 
and Bromley. 

The trailhead host program 
complements the GMC's 
backcountry caretaker program by 
educating the public before they 
enter the backwoods. 

The GMC and USFS will 
evaluate this new backcountry 
education approach as they plan 
for 1995. Several trail crossings 
within the National Forest need 
coverage, including Deer Leap/ 
Route 4, Thundering Falls, and 
Lincoln Gap. The GMC hopes to 
expand the program to heavily 
used trailheads in northern Ver
mont, such as Smugglers' Notch, 
jay Pass, and the Appalachian Gap. 
If you would like to volunteer with 
this program, call Director of Field 
Programs Lars Botzojoms at the 
GMC at (802) 244-7037. 

GMC Opens Mount 
Mansfield Visitor Center 
Celebrating 25 Years of Alpine P10tection 

T he Green Mountain Club's efforts to protect the fragile 
summits of Vermont's high peaks expanded this fall. On 
a cloudy and cool day, the Moum Mansfield Visitor 

Center officially opened with a ceremony celebrating the twenty
fif th anniversary of the Ranger-Naturalist program. About 
twenty-five people and an NBC newsperson gathered at the Sum
mit Station for the commemorative event. The Center comple
ments the GMC's successful Summit Caretaker program which 
has served as a model for similar programs around the country. 

A cooperative effort by Mount Mansfield management part
ners, state agencies, and nonprofit organizations, the Visitor Center 
is intended to serve the current demand for hiker education. The 
Center features displays on songbirds, alpine plants, and an inter
active and fun display that asks people to "Do the Rock Walk," 
taking care to stay on the rocks and off the plants . A 
three-dimensional display at the entrance teaches visitors about 
the blazes, cairns, and scree walls they will follow when hiking the 
summit ridge. 

The brief opening ceremony included some of the prime mov
ers of the early years of the Ranger-Naturalist program. Hub 
Vogelman, Professor Emeritus of Botany at the University of Ver
mont, and Rodney Barber, former Director of Parks for the State of 
Vermont, spoke of the success of the program, noting the regen
eration of the arctic-alpine vegetation on the summit. Rod Kessler, 
Vice President of the Mount Mansfield Company, and Paul 
Hannan, GMC President, also spoke. The Mount Mansfield Visitor 
Center will reopen next May. 

Thanks to the following donors and contributors to the Mount 
Mansfield Visitor Center. Special thanks to GMC Intern Paul 
Bocko for coordinating the development of the Visitor Center. 

Sponsors 
Seventh Generation 
Mount Mansfield Co. 
Central Vermont 

Audubon Society 

Contributors 
University of Vermont 
Vermont Agency of 

Natural Resources 
Vermont Institute of 

Natural Science 
Natural Heritage Program 
Vermont Monitoring 

Cooperative 

A detail from the "Do the R.och Walk" display at the Mount Mansfield 
Visitor Center. The display encourages visitors to walk only on the 

rocks, and not on the plants, on Vermont's alpine peahs. 
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1994 FIELD STAFF 
Regional Field Assistants 
Dave Hardy, Southern Assistant 
Paul Neubauer, Northern Assistant 

Summit Caretakers 
Mt. Mansfield: Paul Bocko, 
Head Summit Caretaker and Visitor 
Center Coordinator; Tracey Tucker, 
Fall Head Summit Caretaker; 
Jim Schechter, Lisa Deforge, Sara 
Kunkel 
Camel's Hump: Mark Haberle 
Mt. Abraham I Battell Shelter: 
Tara Hamilton, Chris Dodson 
Stratton Mountain: John 
Harper, Chris Jones 

Site Caretakers 
Northern Vermont: Sara Kunkel, 
Sterling Pond; Tim Tierney, Taft 
Lodge; Mike Yengling, Butler Lodge; 
Pete Laskey, Butler Lodge; 
Lisa Hallberg, Gorham Lodge; 
Jim Schechter, Gorham Lndge; 
Kaj Samsom, Montclair Glen Lodge; 
Pete Ketcham, Skyline Lndge 
Southern Vermont: Tom Swahn, 
Cooper Lodge; Mark Griffith, 
G1ifftth Lake; Steve Sunday and 
Elyse Bradley, Little Rock Pond; 
Kai Uwe-Allen, Stratton Pond; 
John Harper, Stratton Pond 
Trailhead Host: John Long 

Long Trail Patrol 
Northern LTP 
Michelle Rorick and Rand Pelton, 
Crew Leaders; Elizabeth Battaglia, 
Tim Henderson, Brad Usatch 
'Rochester' LTP 
Dennis Regan, Crew Leader; 
Laura French, Assistant Leader; 
Andrew Carter, Langley Eide, 
Molly Mainelli, Mike Watkins 
'Middlebury' LTP 
Andy Narducci, Crew Leader; 
Kari Greenbaum, Assistant Leader; 
Paula Catherine, Pete Laskey, 
Andrew Morgan, Alicia Seltz 
Volunteer LTP 
Rand Pelton, Crew Leader; 
Michelle Rorick, Camp Coordinator 
Fall LTP 
Laura French, Crew Leader; 
Erick Brownstein, Joe Cahill, 
Molly Mainelli, Susan Morse 
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Give a Friend ... 

THE SPIRIT OF THE 

VERMONT MOUNTAINS 

This Holiday Season 

With a Membership in 
THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Recipient's Name ...................................................... ................ . 

Address .................................................................................... . 

City .............................................. State ......... .. . Zip ... ..... ... .... . 

Gift Card to Read: From .......... ..... ................ ... ........ .................. . 

Your Name ............................................................................... . 

Address .................................................................................... . 

City .............................................. State ............ Zip ............... . 

Type of membership: ...... Individual/$24.00 ....... Family /$32.00 

Check enclosed for: .................. or charge to: . . . . . . MC ..... VISA 

Card Number . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . Exp. Date ........ . 

Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .... . . . . . . .. . . . . Phone No. .. .............. . 

FOR Jl.fORE GIFT IDEAS: Turn to the Bookstore and Pack Basket .on 
page 12. Ma.i.lform to: The Green Mountain Club, RR 1 Box 650, Waterbury 
Center, Vermont 05677 or call (802) 244-7037. Please let us know if you need 
your order by the holidays so we will be sure to get it to you on time. 

BARRE, VT 05641 802-4 79-0565 

THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 

Great Gifts from 
the GMC! 

,., Long Trail and Gi\IC 
T-Shirrs ... 

,., Warm & Fuzzy Fleece 
Jackets, Hats, and 
Pullmcrs ... 

,., Books: Guidebooks, 
Natural History Guides, 
i\laps ... 

,., Gi\IC Water Bottles .. . 

Buy from the GMC and 
give a gift to Vermont! 

To order, turn to 
page 12. 

Sleeping Bags 
Clothing System 

Bivy Shelter 
Gloves and Comforters 

Purveyor of the finest in: 

Custom made-to-order Lamilite® 

insulated gear. Mummy bags available 

in a choice of 6 sizes and 4 colors, 

temp. ranges from +40°F to -60°F, 

and much more. 

All at competitive, affordable prices. 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

• MACHINE WASHABLE 

• MADE IN THE USA 

A osrRowsK1 
'\::_} OUTDOOR 

Call I FAX I Write for a free catalog. 

RD1 Box 1544, Charlotte, VT 05445 
802-425-2349 

Featuring Fine Quality Lamilite® 
Insulated Products 

by "Simply the Best" Wiggy's Inc. 
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GMC to Seek National Scenic Trail 
Designation for the Long Trail System 

The GMC Board of Directors recently 
took an important step to ensure that 
the Long Trail System will be perma

nently protected and managed for the 
enjoyment of the hiking public. On Septem
ber 24, the Board decided, by a wide 
majority, to seek legislation that will add the 
LT System to the National Trails System by 
designating it a National Scenic Trail (NST). 

The Board's action concludes a discussion 
that began over two decades ago. In 1973 
and 1974, the GMC considered NST designa
tion for the LT, but rejected the idea because 

Give a 
Guide to 

VERMONT'S 
GREAT 

OUTDOORS 

This Holiday Season ... 

WithGMC 
Publications! 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Guide Book of the 
Long Trail 

Day Hiker's Guide to 
Vermont 

Green Mountain 
Adventure - Vermont's 
Long Trail 

The Long Trail 
Coloring Book 

Mount Mansfield Map 

The Long Trail 
End-to-Ender's Guide 

* To order these books and other 
great gifts, turn to the Bookstore 

and Pack Basket on page 12. 

of fear of what was at that time a little
understood federal program and concerns 
that increased publicity would exacerbate 
problems resulting from overuse of the Trail. 
The idea resurfaced in the eighties as the 
GMC began grappling with the problem of 
changing land ownership and Trail closures 
in northern Vermont. However, it was again 
postponed while the Club concentrated on its 
own Long Trail Protection program. 

In early 1992, the GMC Land Protection 
Committee began to examine ways to 
strengthen the Trail Protection program. The 
committee performed an in-depth analysis of 
the current program and recommended Na
tional Scenic Trail designation to the Board. 

The committee developed a number of 
options that addressed areas such as funding; 
the role of the GMC, state, and federal agen
cies; and the use of eminent domain. These 
options were taken to the Board and GMC 
members for further input. Finally, the com
mittee began shaping the many options into a 
proposal for the Board to consider at its meet
ing in September 1994. 

The NST discussion at the September 
Board meeting began with a brief talk by 
Governor Howard Dean in which he 
expressed his support for National Scenic 
Trail designation. Bob Paquin of Senator 
Patrick Leahy's staff also spoke, pledging the 
Senator's support for federal legislation. Over 
three hours of discussion followed, including 
statements by several Club members. Finally, 
the original motion was approved by a vote 
of 24 to 8. 

The Board's decision has two parts. The 
first is a directive to the Land Protection 
Committee to work with Vermont's congres
sional delegation and others to develop 
National Scenic Trail legislation, with the 
objective of introducing a bill soon after 
Congress returns in January. 

The Board also approved an outline of 
issues which will be included in the legisla
tive package (see sidebar). The proposal 
approved by the Board guarantees the Club's 
lead role in protection and management of 
the Long Trail, and builds upon the work 
already done by the GMC and State of 
Vermont to protect the Trail. 

A final version of the draft legislation will 
be sent to the GMC Board of Directors for 
review, and to the Executive Advisory Coun
cil for approval. 

Key Points of the National Scenic 
Trail Proposal Adopted by the 
GMC Board of Directors 

• The federal designation will cover the 
entire Long Trail System (the Long Trail, 
Appalachian Trail, and side trails). The 
National Park Service will help the GMC 
with land acquisition, but once lands are 
acquired the U.S. Forest Service will be
come the primary federal panner. 

• Eminent domain authority will be limited 
to the main route of the Long Trail, and 
will not apply to side trails. Landowners 
who have agreed to protect the Trail 
corridor, both prior to and following the 
passage of legislation, will not be subject 
to eminent domain. Eminent domain can 
be used only as a last resort when no 
other means will protect the Trail, and is 
limited to a maximum corridor of 1000 
feet. 

• The GMC will continue to lead the land 
acquisition program, and will work 
closely with state and federal land acquisi
tion staff. 

• Most land acquisition funding will come 
from the state and federal governments. 

• The GMC will continue to acquire some 
properties or easements when sufficient 
funds are available and the Club deter -
mines that GMC ownership is preferable. 
Land purchased with state and federal 
funds under the new program will be 
owned by the state, with the federal 
government holding a conservation ease
ment. The GMC will continue to hold 
conservation easements it now owns on 
state lands. 

• The U.S. Forest Service and National Park 
Service will continue their programs to 
acquire the remaining LT and AT corridor 
tracts south of the Green Mountain Na
tional Forest boundary on Mount Ellen. 

• Responsibility for trail and corridor design 
and management will be delegated to the 
GMC, and GMC management policies 
will apply. 

• Partial funding for administration of the 
GMC's land acquisition and management 
programs will be provided to the GMC 
through a cooperative agreement. 
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On the Origin and Evolution of Snowshoes 

Several years ago I had the grand oppor
tunity to browse through the huge 
collection of snowshoes in the 'attic' of 

the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, 
D.C. While I was there, I spoke with some of 
the anthropologists and archaeologists about 
the origin of snowshoes. There is no real 
evidence in the archeological record to give 
even an approximate time of when snowshoes 
were invented. However, we can pretty well 
assume, based on what is known about early 
human migrations, that the idea of a snow
shoe/ski evolved somewhere in north-central 
Asia, perhaps near Lake Baykal. 

It is interesting to note that as some of the 
early people moved eastward into North 
America, over land that is now covered by the 
water of the Bering Sea, they brought with 
them the idea of snowshoes. On the other 
hand, as other people drifted westward, they 
took a ski prototype along with them. 

North Americans living in snow country 
improved and perfected the various styles of 

Snowshoe guru Carl Heilman tells how 
snowshoes are made at last year's GMC 

Snowshoe Festival. 

snowshoes and they came to be known by 
specific names such as Athapaskan and 
Ojibwa. Indeed, some of the most elegant and 
refined examples of snowshoes are real works 
of art and highly prized by collectors. Of 
course, the true esthetic of snowshoes always 
remains functional, with various designs being 
produced to suit different snow conditions. 
Life in the vast reaches of subarctic forests 

Of Mice and Mountains 

W hat is the most common mammal 
in Vermont? Any Long Trail hiker 

knows the answer if they have spent a few 
nights at a shelter: mice. 

Not your city mouse either - but real 
woodland mice. We've got all kinds, 
although I doubt if you'll ever get friendly 
enough with one to care if it's a mouse or 
vole or jumping mouse. 

That's a real pity, too. They 
are very interesting little critters. ~., 
Take their teeth, for instance. A · 
mouse's front teeth never stop J?k« ~~ "' •:. 
growing. If it couldn't gnaw, a ~d ':"~·" 
mouse's skull would eventually ¥/tr, · 
be pierced by those teeth. That ~r ""-· 
raises an interesting dilemma for 
the jumping mouse, which 
hibernates for up to six months during the 
winter. One of biology's little mysteries is 
what controls those constantly growing 
teeth during its long slumber. 

Mice also like the same food as people 
- no surprise there for Long Trail hikers. 
Mice may not be as big as bears, but they 
can make food disappear just as effectively. 
The only difference is that a bear eats a 
hiker's food but a mouse may cache most 
of it. While a mouse can eat nearly its own 
weight in food during a day, that still 

wouldn't amount to more than a light snack 
for a person. I wonder if the distinction 
between having one's food eaten or cached 
matters to a hiker. 

Having fed both mice and bears, I 
noticed one minor cliff erence. When having 
a midnight snack, bears will wake you up. 
Mice are very polite and let you sleep right 

through the night so you don't 
notice a thing until morning. (By 
the way, bears are not a problem 
on the long Trail. You'll have to 
go to a national park to person
ally experience the difference 
between bears and mice.) 

When a mouse isn't raiding a 
hiker's food, it eats wild plants, 
seeds, and insects. In tum, it is 

eaten by owls, snakes, weasels, fox, bobcat, 
and just about anything else that ever eats 
flesh. In the jargon of biology, they forge a 
vital link in the food chain. 

If mice vanished from the face of the 
earth, wildlife populations would crash all 
oYer the world. And that is a mighty inter
esting thought. The fate of the global 
environment rests upon one of the smallest 
of its members - the humble little mouse. 

-Joe Bahr 

during winter would clearly have been impos
sible without snowshoes in those early times. 

The colonization of North America by 
European immigrants gave a different twist to 
snowshoe use. French colonists, particularly, 
adopted the use of snowshoes from native 
groups. Also, the huge demand by the Euro
pean fur markets caused a real explosion in 
snowshoe use and the Native Americans ex
panded their winter lifestyles to include long 
trap lines as a way of earning cash or a means 
of barter. The real apogee of North American 
snowshoe culture came during that period. 

Since then snowshoes have mostly been 
used for winter recreation. But the evolution 
of snowshoes does indeed continue with the 
production of new models designed for steep 
terrain and racing. New materials are being 
employed such as light metal tubing and 
synthetic fabrics for lacing and decking. 
Snowshoes definitely remain a significant part 
of our winter culture as their use expands 
from hiking into mountaineering, racing, and 
jogging. 

But there is an
other interesting 
turn to this story. 
Remember that 
the idea of skis 
moved westward 
in ancient times 
until their use was 
as essential to the 
ancestors of 
Russians and 
Scandinavians as 
snowshoes had been for North Americans. 
later, as Scandinavians and other northern 
Europeans immigrated to the New World, 
they brought their skis along. It might be said 
that the symbolic meeting of skis and 
snowshoes took place somewhere in northern 
Quebec when the legendary "Jackrabbit" 
Johnson exhibited his prowess on skis to the 
snowshoeing Montagnais, Naskapi, or the 
Cree. 

A last thought for this little essay: what 
about "ski-shoeing" which has been proposed 
and practiced by Carl Heilman of the 
Adirondacks. He uses both skis and snow
shoes on his winter trips, the skis when they 
are most appropriate and then a quick switch 
to snowshoes when they are more effective. 

- William E. Osgood 
Montpelier Section member Bill Osgood lives 
in Northfield, Vermont. He is co-author of 
The Snowshoe Book, available f ram the 
GMC Bookstore and Packbasket on page 12. 
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Into the Woods: 
Winter Enthusiasts Hit the Trail 

Soon Vermont's backwoods will be 
filled with the whoops of skiers 
schussing down their favorite 

backcountry trail and snowshoers climb
ing to the icy summits of Vermont's 
highest peaks. In many ways, the winter 
hiking experience compares with none 
other. Snow cover muffles sounds, making 
the woods peaceful. The views to distant 
mountains seem to stretch on forever. The 
cold air is crystal clear. And very little can 
compete with the excitement of a fast ski 
down a mountainside. 

Each year, more and more hikers who 
enjoy Vermont's trails during the summer 
and fall are discovering that excellent 
outdoor opportunities abound year-round. 
The popularity of winter backcountry 
recreation has increased dramatically in 
the last ten to fifteen years. In the 1980s, 
cross-country skiers greeted the develop
ment of the Catamount Trail with great 
enthusiasm. Winter hikers are using the 
Long Trail and its facilities in dramatically 
increasing numbers. And spokespeople in 
all areas of winter outdoor recreation, 
from equipment manufacturers and trail 
managers to sports writers, speak of a 
backcountry skiing and snowshoeing 
boom. 

"Our sales have doubled in each of the 
last four years," notes Kathy Murphy, 
Marketing and Public Relations Director 
for Tubbs Snowshoe Co. GMC's Snow-
shoe Festivals have also been extremely 
successful, drawing hundreds of participants 
from throughout the Northeast. 

Until recently, most of the Long Trail 
System received little winter use. But increas
ingly, many parts of the Trail, including 
popular areas such as Camel's Hump, Mount 
Mansfield, Mount Abraham, and Skyline 
Lodge, are of ten so well traveled that snow
shoes or skis aren't even needed. 

This winter recreation revival has not been 
without its impacts, raising many manage
ment concerns for the GMC. As use increases, 
issues such as resource damage and hiker 
safety need to be addressed. For these 
reasons, the GMC plans to take a more active 
management approach than it has historic
ally. For many years, the GMC acknowledged 
that winter use of the Long Trail took place, 
but did not actively manage for it. With the 
exception of an informational brochure, 
Winter Trail Use in the Green Mountains, the 

Do You Have Ideas About 
Winter Use? 

Over the next several months, the Trail Manage
ment Committee and field staff will be gathering 
information on winter use of the Long Trail. We 
need your input on the following topics: 
• Portions of the LT System that are appropriate 

for day or overnight use in the winter; 
• Areas where resource damage is occurring, 

or where trail facilities are being damaged; 
• Areas with chronic or significant safety hazards; 
• Trailheads with poor or nonexistent winter 

access. 
If you have information or input on any of these 
subjects, contact Lars Botzojorns at GMC 
Headquarters, Route 100, RR 1 Box 650, Water
bury Center, Vermont 05677; (802) 244-7037. 

Club has ignored use of the Trail System 
between December and March, and dealt 
with the consequences in the spring. In some 
cases, the results have been resource damage 
and potential contamination of water supplies 
due to poor sanitation practices. 

Several winter use issues need to be 
considered. A question that must be asked is 
whether the character of the Long Trail 
should be changed to better accommodate 
winter trail users. Should the Trail be cleared 
to a greater width? Should the white blazes 
be replaced by something that is more visible 
in the snow? What kinds of facilities should 
be provided for winter campers? 

The recent GMC membership survey (see 
the fall 1994 Long Trail News) suggested that 
GMC members generally do not support 
making the Long Trail more accessible for 
winter use. The desire to retain the current 
character of the LT, and not change it to 

accommodate winter recreation, seems 
clear. However, the Club still has an 
obligation to address safety and resource 
protection issues that arise during the 
winter months. The challenge is to address 
these issues without altering the LT hiking 
experience. 

Winter hiking opportunities on the LT 
range from easy walks to overnight camp
ing. While certain portions are inviting to 
the novice, much of the LT is extremely 
challenging to the winter traveler. It is 
important that our management recognize 
these differences, and provide opportuni
ties for people to enjoy the full spectrum 
of winter outings. 

The major resource issues include the 
problems of sanitation and firewood 
gathering. Over-grazing of firewood can 
severely deforest areas surrounding 
shelters with stoves, and the sanitation 
surprises that await hikers once the snow 
melts are also an unpleasant problem. 
Other concerns involve travel and camp
ing above treeline which can damage 
exposed and brittle alpine vegetation. In 
addition, the proximity of alpine skiing 
facilities and snowmobile trails has 
resulted in chronic management problems 
at some LT shelters. Finally, hikers park
ing along roads because of unplowed 
trailheads can lead to angry landowners 
and road crews. 

The solution to these problems is 
multifaceted. It's clear that education is an 

important part of winter trail management. 
The GMC hopes to expand its educational 
efforts beyond the Winter Trail Use brochure. 
Other ways to reach winter trail users include 
signs, posters, and special events similar to 
the GMC Snowshoe Festival. The Club may 
need to make changes to trails and shelters 
such as removing wood stoves, establishing 
no-fire zones, or making privies accessible in 
winter. Establishing stronger partnerships 
with neighboring recreational users such as 
snowmobilers and alpine ski areas may also 
be necessary. Another important step is 
gathering inf orrnation on winter use and 
management needs, since much of what we 
have now is anecdotal. 

With the current popularity of winter rec
reation, it is "hiking" season on some portion 
of the Long Trail System throughout the year. 
It is important that the GMC recognize this, 
and manage the Trail accordingly. 



GMC BOOKSTORE & PACK BASKET 
Books from the GMC Bookstore can get you there and back, summer and winter, and can even help you appreciate nature's beauty a little more 

along the way. Club members receive a 20 percent discount on GMC publications and a 15 percent discount on non-GMC books. 
Title Member Price Non-member Quantity Total 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PUBLICATIONS 

Guide Booh of the Long Trail, 23rd Edition , Reprinted , 1992 $7.95 $9.95 

Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont, 3rd Edition, Reprinted, 1992 57.95 $9.95 

Trail Map: Mt. Mans.field $3.15 $3.95 

Green Mountain Adventure, Vermont's l..o!!S._ Trail, Softcover, 1st Edition, Reprinted, 1989 $7.95 $9.95 

The Long Trail End-to-Ender's Gulde, 1994 Edition $3.15 $3.95 

End-to-End Top~aphical Map Set of the Long Trail, 1988 Sale $5.00 Sale $5.00 

The Long Trail Coloring Booh, 1994 $1.80 $3.00 

NORTHEASTERN HIKING GUIDES 

Fifty Hihes in Vermont, Backcountry Publications, 4th Edition, 1990 $10.15 $11.95 

AMC Guide to Mt. Washington and the Presidential Range, Appalachian Mountain Club $8.45 $10.95 

AMC White Mountain Guide, 25th edition, Appalachian Mountain Club $14.50 $16.95 

Appalachian Trail Guide to New Hampshire/Vermont, A_E:>alachian Trail Conference $16.10 $18.95 

Best Hikes With Children in Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, The Mountaineers $11.00 $12.95 

Guide to Adirondack Trails, High Peaks Region, Adirondack Mountain Club $14.40 $16.95 

OUTDOOR RECREATION AND NATURE BOOKS 

Winterwise, A BQC}1pacl1er's Guide, by john M. Dunn, Adirondack Mountain Club s 11.00 $12.95 

The Snowshoe Book, by William Osgood and Leslie Hurley, The Stephen Greene Press $9.30 $10.95 

dassic Bachcountry Sllrrng, Best Shi Tours in New E118land, by David Goodman, AMC Sl 1.00 $12.95 

Canoe Can]'.!~ Vermont and New Ha1~hl rt Rivers, by Roioli Sc:hweiker, Backcountry Pub. 57.65 $9.00 

Gorp, Glop, and Glue Stew, by Yvonne Prater & Ruth Mendenhall, The Mountaineers 59.30 $10.95 

Backwoods E1htcs, by Laura and Guy Waterman, The Countryman Press , Inc. 511 .05 $13.00 

Wilderness Ethics, by Laura and Guy Waterman, The Countryman Press, Inc. 511.05 $13.00 

Forest and Crag, by Laura and Guy Waterman, Appalachian Mountain Club $29.70 $34.95 

Yanhee, Rock and Ice, by Laura and Guy Waterman, Stackpole Books $16.95 $19.95 

GMC FLEECE BY VERMONT FLEECE CO. (WITH GMC LOGO) 

Fleece Hat Color: $12 .60 $14.00 

Fleece Headband Color: $10.80 $12.00 

Fleece Pullover Color: Size: 559.40 $66.00 

Fleece Jacket Color. Size: $63.70 $75.00 

Fleece Vest Color: Size: SS0.10 $59.00 

FOR ALL FLEECE ORDERS: Call for available colors and sizes, (802) 244-7037. 

NEW T-SHIRTS AND HATS! PATCHES, DECALS, ETC. 

NEW !TE M: Long Trail T-shirt (Slate-Blue or Gray) Color: Size: $16.95 $19.95 

NEW !TE M: GMC Corduroy Hat (Slate-blue, Misty-green , Tan) Color: 511.90 $14.00 

Na:lgene Water Bottle with GMC l~o in ~een 55.10 $6.00 

GMC Cloth Patch for sleeve or pack 51.50 $2 .25 

Long Trail Patch 53.25 $4.00 

GMC Decal for car window 5.50 5.75 

l ong Trail Decal S.50 $1.25 

Hikers T-shin - One Color: Ecru Size: 59.95 $12.95 

GMC Logo T-shin (Yellow Logo on Forest Green) - Size: 59.95 $12.95 

T-shirt Unisex sizes: S, M, L, XL; T-shirts are 100% cotton. 

Prices subject to change without notice . U.S. funds only, please. 
SUBTOTAL ---------

Please include both your street address and your mailing address for U.P.S. 5% sales tax (VI residents) 
SHIP TO (PLEASE PRINT): 

ADDRESS (STREET AND MAILING) _ ____ ____ ______________ _ 

CITY ----------------- STATE-------
ZIP _ _ __ _ 

Charge to: D Visa D Mastercard ($10 minimum, please) 

Acct.no .. ~----------------------- Exp. __ / __ 

Signature _____________ _ ________________ _ 

D I am a GMC member. D I would like to become a GMC member. $24.00 annual dues enclosed. 

Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, RRl Box 650, Waterbury Center, VT 05677. 

POSTAGE 

ANNUAL DUES ---------

TOTAL - - -------

Postage &: Handling 
Order under $5 .00 - $1.00 
Order $5.01 to $20.00 - $3.25 
Order $20.01 to $40.00 - $3.75 
Order $40.01 and over - $4.50 

International orders add $2.00 
(except Canada) 
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Nature Walks: Insight and Advice 
for Observant Ramblers 
by Cathy Johnson. Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Stackpole 
Books, 1994. 280p., illus. $16.95 paperbound. 

Aslow ramble on '.ool, writes aULhor 
Cathy Johnson, JS a key to obsetva

tion, contemplation, a way to 
rejoice in life. When walking we can move to 
a rhythm of our own, out-of-doors, escaping, 
free. 

Johnson is a disciplined walker and 
student of the natural world. She uses notes 
and pencil sketches in the field to sharpen 
her powers of observation. So can we, she 
encourages, as she takes us with her on 
explorations of the land around her. Fossil or 
arrowhead, bird or mammal or bumblebee 
stop her in her tracks; she examines, reads 
their stories, shares her wide knowledge, 
persuades us of the importance of all living 
things. She likes weather and walks in a 
whipping gale, the harsh drought of a 
midwestern summer, the fog of Port Clyde, 
Maine, and tells what she sees and hears. 

She writes eloquently of bird migrations 
through Squaw Creek National Wildlife 
Refuge in Missouri; of woods and of cougar, 

We heard wolves howl! Not just 
one but the whole pack. A real 

p ivilege according to Bill 
Cunningham, our High Country Adventures 
guide for the GMC Excursion to the Chinese 
Wall in Montana. Bill has been guiding for 
twenty-five years and wandering Montana 
mountains even longer. This was the first 
time he and his assistant Cass Chinske heard 
a whole pack. Cass had seen tracks and after 
supper the wolves answered our "howls." The 
thrill of seeing these experienced profession
als get as excited as school kids only added to 
my pleasure when the wolves responded to 
my wake-up howl the next morning. Seeing 
tracks and hearing wolves is a rare privilege, 
one that may become more common as the 
gray wolf makes a comeback along the north
ern Rockies. A few days earlier I watched a 
mountain goat casually walk across the face 
of the Chinese Wall, with nothing but 1000 
feet of air below him. The next day we stood 
atop the Wall and looked down 1300 feet at 
the dots that were our tents. It was a great 
trip and I certainly would recommend Bill 

B 0 0 K R E V E W 

red wolf, and black bear who once lived 
among the great trees, of grasslands and their 
special ecosystem, of rivers, fish , floods and 
dams. She documents the staggering loss of 
wetlands, fifty percent nationwide. 

Johnson, who hails from Excelsior 
Springs, Missouri, calls mainly upon her 
experiences in her home state. ("It is history 
-my own, my family's, the earth's-that 

Wolves in the West 
and High Country Adventures. 

Have you heard? There is talk of extend
ing our "sidetrail" (the AT) from Mount 
Katahdin to Mont Jacques-Cartier in the 
Chic-Choe mountains on the Gaspe Penin
sula. Most of the comments I have heard lack 
enthusiasm and take the idea rather lightly. 
This is exactly what my reaction would have 
been had I not gone there last year. Now I say 
let's look into it. I know of no other similar 
open, barren mountains in the East. It would 
certainly add some different, beautiful and 
very interesting areas to the AT. The idea may 
not be as harebrained as it first appears. 

I received an unsigned note about the 
mud this year. I have also heard complaints 
about signs, nettles, brush and other trail 
problems. The Club has an extensive pro
gram to help volunteers learn to fix these 
conditions. If you want to help improve the 
trail conditions, contact your local Section or 
contribute to the trail program. 

Now is a good time to make plans for 
those winter ski and snowshoe trips. If any
one has any ideas for local day trips or even 
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keeps me here," she says.) The fact that most 
references are to places in the Midwest may 
dilute the book's appeal to some New 
Englanders; though, it needn't, if you can 
extrapolate from the particular to the univer
sal-from Missouri's Fishing River to the 
Connecticut. An excellent chapter on Maine 
seacoast flora and fauna provides some 
geographical balance as does a section on the 
desert's (Nevada) geology, flowers, and wild
life. A magical essay, "Nightwatch," evokes 
the mystery of a walk in the dark where we 
suspend the familiar for the unknown and 
listen for the whippoorwill's indrawn breath, 
the nighthawk's diving whooomp!, the 
raccoon's rustle in the leaves. Johnson's 
recounting is enriched by her broad historical 
perspective on many subjects and her strong 
environmental ethic. Her poetic style, fine 
intelligence, and diligent research link her to 
that company of other passionate walker
writers like Aldo Leopold and Edward Abbey. 

She makes us aware of how little we see 
and how much there is to look for and 
cherish, even in our own backyards. 

-Susan Bartlett Weber 
Susan Weber is a free-lance editor and teaches 
a writing course at UVM. 

two-or three-day'ers, let me know. I'm not 
excited about sleeping in snow banks but it 
doesn't take much of a cabin to make me a 
happy camper. 

As you may have guessed, I enjoy the 
outdoors and I like working with others, 
particularly young people. I try to get them 
interested in learning how to enjoy the out
doors the right way. I would encourage all of 
you to do the same. If you don't have the 
time to make an ongoing commitment, take 
time to show slides or make a presentation 
about the GMC to just one local youth or 

school group. You will 
be glad you made the 
effort. 

I still am willing to 
give advice on a 
variety of outdoor 
subjects. It won't cost 
much and may be 
worth every cent. 

Get out there and 
enjoy. 

- Old RidgeRunner 
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CONNECTICUT 

The Connecticut Section 
celebrated its twenty-fifth Anniver
sary on March 26, 1994. Over 
eighty people attended the annual 
meeting and dinner at the Cheshire 
Grange, site of many Section gath
erings. Certificates recognizing 
twenty-five years of service to the 
Section were presented to Bob and 
Eleanor Poole, Herb van Winkelen, 
Caroline Smith-Warner, and 
Griffith June. Long-distance hiker 
and author Cindy Ross provided an 
excellent post-meeting presentation 
of her 1982 Pacific Crest Trail hike. 
Many thanks to Carol Langley, 
Barbara Forebel, Mary Ellen Kraft 
and Dick Krompegal for putting 
the evening together. 

We had an active summer of 
activities and trail maintenance. In 
addition to Long Trail weekends in 
May, June, September, and Octo
ber, the Section teamed with the 
Connecticut Chapter of the Appala
chian Mountain Club and GMC 
field staff for a major trail effort near 
Story Spring Shelter. Southern Field 
Assistant Dave Hardy directed the 
efforts of twenty-six people over a 
three-day period. 

Camaraderie is the cornerstone 
of our Section. Over the last 
twenty-five years we've accumu
lated some fantastic hiking stories 
- enough for a best seller. Mem
bers have fallen in love and married 
and others have passed away. 
We've shared tears of laughter 
around campfires and many of us 
have found confidants on the trail 
that will last a lifetime. We have a 

S E C T 0 N N E W S 

Pioneer Valley Section members on a Section outing. 
Sadly, the PV Section will disband at the end of this year. 

real and treasured history. 
Each member has his or her 

own reason for belonging. But 
whatever the reason, it has 
brought a little magic into each of 
our lives. Meanwhile, we can return 
this valuable gift by maintaining 
trails and protecting what has 
brought us together - the Long 
Trail. 

- Judy Konopka and Jim Robertson 

STERLING 
Anyone looking O\'er the 

Section outing schedules at the 
GMC Headquarters in Waterbury 
Center this summer may have 
noticed that the Sterling Section 
had no scheduled trips in July and 
August. One problem facing our 
Section is getting new people to 
lead trips. It seems as if everyone 
likes to participate, but hesitates to 
commit to being leaders. This 
summer it finally happened: all of 
our already over-committed trip 

leaders were too busy with their 
own trips and projects (and even a 
wedding) to schedule hikes during 
the summer. We did have a full 
spring work schedule and a good 
fall trip schedule. We hope to have 
more volunteers at our fall plan
ning meeting in November. 

Many Section members were 
quite active this summer. Smith 
Edwards organized and did most 
of the repair of the Belvidere 
Mountain fire tower. Because of 
his efforts, the tower is again open 
to the public. We also spent time 
scouting the best route for the LT 
north from Whiteface Mountain 
and across the Lamoille River 
(even though it took us most of 
the summer to figure out what an 
"OLR" is). 

We helped the Laraway Section 
with construction of Roundtop 
Shelter and developed a potential 
new design for the Whiteface 
outhouse. I even got a chance to 
hike a few new trails for the next 

EDGCOMBD 
DESIGN 
GROUP 
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edition of 50 Hikes in Vennont. Now 
if we can .only cut down on the 
number of meetings, headaches, 
and "paperwork" ... 

- Bob Lindemann 

PIONEER VALLEY 
SECTION TO 
DISBAND 

It is with a great feeling of sad
ness that we have to admit to the 
end of the Pioneer Valley Section of 
the GMC. A special meeting was 
held on September 10th before the 
feasting at the Boynton's 18th 
annual backyard barbecue. At that 
time, a vote was taken to disband 
the Pioneer Valley Section of the 
GMC. The vote was unanimous 
with all twelve members present 
voting in favor of disbanding. 
Current members expressed their 
intent to continue to support the 
Green Mountain Club by becoming 
members of other Sections or 
At-large members. Everyone 
present stated their intention to still 
hold some of the annual events for 
which the Section has been noted. 

We cannot help but feel good 
about all the wonderful friendships 
and many good times that our 
Section has shared. Our fondest 
hope is that we will not lose touch 
with one another just because we 
cease to function as a Section. 
Many thanks to all present and past 
members who made the Pioneer 
Valley Section a Section to be 
remembered long after its passing. 

Happy Trails to all! 

- Earl Williams and Carol Hayes 

CLASSIFIED 

OUTDOOR LEADERS (minimum age 21) 
needed to manage 4-5 week high school 
volunteer trail crews on conservation 
projects nationwide. Proven youth leader
ship, camping/backpacking experience, and 
Wilderness First Aid certification required. 
Trail construction skills and environmental 
education experience desirable. Training 
provided. Salary. Applications: SCA, PO 
Box 550, Charlestown, NH 03603-0550; 
(603) 543·1700. 
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C L U B N 0 T E S 

Organizational Review Committee Recommends 
Uniform Dues and Board Restructuring 

M king changes co the Club's mem
bership dues structure and Board 
representation will lead to a 

stronger and more effective Green Mountain 
Club, says the GMC's Organizational Review 
Committee. Using information gathered from 
the GMC membership over the past two 
years, the Orga_nizational Review Committee 
has developed recommendations for changes 
in seven areas of the Club's organization. 

Because of dramatic growth in Club mem
bership and budgets, and expansion of GMC 
program areas in recent years, many Club 
operating procedures no longer work effi
ciently. The committee's recommendations 
are intended to strengthen the GMC's ability 
to meet its mission and achieve goals set out 
in the Club's vision statement identified by 
the Board of Directors in 1990. 

Allen Jacobs, Chair of the Organizational 
Review Committee, led a discussion on the 
committee's recommendations at the Board of 
Directors meeting on September 24. 
Although the Board took no formal action, a 
series of straw votes showed strong support 
for each of the committee's proposals. 

The Organizational Review Committee's 
recommendations follow: 

I. Mission. The committee reviewed the 
GMC mission statement to ensure that it 
would serve to guide committee discussions 
and that it reflects the Club's current work. 
The committee recommends that the Board 
of Directors review the GMC mission state
ment and update it to reflect the work of the 
Club today. The committee also recommends 
that the Board regularly review the mission 
statement. 

II. Board of Directors. The GMC 
Board would be improved by changing the 
method of director allocation, more clearly 
defining the function and responsibilities of 
the Board, and enhancing the current com
mittee system. The committee recommends 
that one director represent each Section and 
for each Section director there be one director 
At-large. Any GMC member, Section or 
At-large, would be eligible for the director 
At-large position. This recommendation 
would limit the size of the Board, which is 
currently linked to the size of the member
ship. Other recommendations include 
creating non-voting director positions for 
government agency representatives, strength-

ening the role of the nominating committee, 
and requiring that at least two current direc
tors sit on each GMC committee. 

III. Tenure of Officers. Officers should 
serve no more than three one-year terms, with 
the exception of the treasurer, who should be 
allowed to serve up to six one-year terms. 

IV. Committees of the Board. Many 
committee functions and structure changes are 
proposed to improve the Board's capacity to 
operate effectively. These include requiring 
that a majority of Finance Committee mem
bers be current directors, the president and 
respective committee chairs work to develop 
committee role statements, and the nominat
ing committee make nominations for director 
At-large positions based on skills needed by 
the Board. 

V. GMC Sections. While the Organiza
tional Review Committee does not feel there 
are serious areas of concern between the GMC 
and its fourteen Sections, the committee does 
recommend that Section bylaws not conflict 
with the GMC Articles of Association or Club 
bylaws and that all Section bylaws be on file at 
the GMC Headquarters. The committee also 
recommends that any new Section's bylaws be 
approved by the GMC Board of Directors. 

VI. Membership Dues. The differences 
in dues among Sections, between Section and 
At-large members and the amount and timing 
of Section contributions to the GMC have 
been a subject of controversy for years. The 
committee considered Section autonomy, fair
ness, marketing clarity, removing financial 
competition, and membership value in its de
liberations on dues. The committee presented 
both majority and minority positions to the 
Board. The majority position recommends 
that dues for Section members be the same as 
for At-large members. With a uniform dues 
structure, field program contributions (contri
butions to the Caretaker program and shelter 
fire insurance assessments) from the Sections 
may be discontinued. Changes could be 
phased in over time with the details and rates 
recommended by the Membership Commit
tee . Panlcular consideration may be required 
for the New York and Worcester Sections 
since their dues are significantly higher than 
the rest of the Club. Membership renewals 
should be administered on a rolling basis con
sistent with a member's initial membership 
anniversary date. 

VII. Bylaws. Based on the six previous 
issues, the Organizational Review Committee 
will draft necessary bylaw changes for 
approval of the Board and the GMC member
ship. Several "housekeeping" bylaw changes 
will be recommended to the Board to bring 
the current bylaws up-to-date. 

The committee will present recommended 
bylaw changes at the January Board meeting. 
Bylaw changes require a unanimous vote by 
all members present at a Board meeting or a 
two-thirds majority of GMC members present 
at an annual meeting. 

All GMC Board members and Section 
presidents have received a detailed listing of 
the Organizational Review Committee's 
recommendations. Any GMC member who 
would like a copy of the committee's recom
mendations or a complete listing of Board 
members may call or write to the Headquar -
ters. Recommended bylaw changes to be 
presented at the annual meeting will be 
noticed in the spring or summer 1995 issues 
of The I.lJng Trail News. 

Board Meeting Highlights 

The two most significant issues on 
the agenda were the Land Protection 
Committee's proposal to nominate the 
Long Trail for National Scenic Trail 
status and the Organizational Review 
Committee's recommendations (see the 
article on federal legislation on page 9). 
Governor Howard Dean made a 
personal appearance to express his 
support for federal legislation to pro
tect the Long Trail, noting that federal 
assistance will bolster the pannership 
between GMC and the State of 
Vermont. In addition, the Board: 

• adopted a recommendation from 
the Trails and Shelters Committee to 
rename the Big Muddy Trail the 
Babcock Trail, in honor of Alice-Anne 
and Robert Babcock; and 

• adopted a recommendation from 
the Personnel Committee to amend the 
GMC Personnel Policy to include a 
policy on sexual harassment. 

The next Board of Directors meet
ing is scheduled for January 21, 1995. 
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€~« GMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

We hope you enjoy this expanded listing of GMC 
events. Call trip leaders for details on outings. Be 
prepared, and bring proper clothing, food, and water. 

DECEMBER 

12/17: Cross-Country Ski/Hike, Voter 
Overlook. Bread Loaf Section. Jack Burbank, 
(802) 247-0152. 

12/17: Hike/Snowshoe/Ski, Bear Hollow 
Camp. Laraway Section. Cheryl Vreeland, 
(802) 644-2120. 

12/17: Full Moon Hike. Burlington Section. 
Bill Nash, (802) 878-6885. 

12/17: Cross-Country Ski, Grout Pond. 
Brattleboro Section. Gina Tortorice, (802) 
464-2605. 

12/18: Hike/Snowshoe, Taylor Lodge. 
Montpelier Section. Michael Chernick, (802) 
223-0918. 

12/31: Hike/Cross-Country Ski. Bread Loaf 
Section. Guy or Susan Wallis, (802) 453-5600. 

JANUARY 

1/1: New Year's Day Hike I Snowshoe. Ster-
\ ling Section. Bob Lindemann, (802) 229-2062. r/ 1/7: Hike Sunset Ridge, Mt. Mansfield 

-:( Summit. Burlington Section. Bill Nash, (802) 
. ;. 878-6885. 

(
1/8: Ski Fest, Hazen's Notch Ski Touring) 

Center. Laraway Section. Phyllis Tiffany, 
I (802i 326-4100. 
~ 1/14: Moonlight Cross-Country Ski, Robert 

N Frost Interpretive Trail. Bread Loaf 
Section. Dave Scott, (802) 453-2998. 

1/14: Cross-Country Ski Nebraska Notch to 
Moscow. Burlington Section. Bill Nash, 
(802) 878-6885. 

1/14: Hike/Ski/Snowshoe/Potluck, 
Roundtop Shelter. Laraway Section. Ben 
Davis, (802) 563-2184. 

1/15: Ski to Beaver Meadow Lodge, Chili 
Party. Montpelier Section. Peter Downey, 
(802) 223-3376. 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
Route 100, RR 1 Box 650 
Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 
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1/21 : Cross-Country Ski, Norske Trail. 
Bread Loaf Section. Jack Burbank, 
(802) 247-0152. 

1/21: Intermediate Ski Touring. Brattleboro 
Section. Georgia or Mark Munsell, 
(802) 365-7277. 

1/22: Cross-Country Ski. Burlington Section. 
Len Carpenter, (802) 655-3071. 

1/22: Cross-Country Ski Skytop from 
Trapps. Montpelier Section. Difficult, 
12+ km. Cindy Bigelow Lindemann, 
(802) 229-2062. 

1/27-1/29: Cross-Country Ski/Snowshoe, 
Adirondacks. Burlington Section. Gary 
Myers, (802) 655-7360. 

1/28: Cross-Country Ski Burke Mountain. 
Montpelier Section. Dave Morse, 
(802) 223-7126. 

1/29: Cross-Country Ski, Widow's Clearing 
Trails. Bread Loaf Section. Jim or Maija 
Murray, (802) 623-8791. 

FEBRUARY 

2/4: Cross-Country Ski, High Pond, 
Brandon. Bread Loaf Section. Anne Hoover, 
(802) 388-2001. 

2/4-2/5: Winter Camping, Roundtop 
Shelter. Burlington Section. Herman 
Hoffman, (802) 893-1266. 

2/4: Cross-Country Ski, Calais. Montpelier 
Section. Joan Heller and Betty Moskowitz, 
(802) 223-1874. 

2/4: Cross-Country Ski Catamount Trail, 
Somerset Reservoir. Brattleboro Section. 
Dot MacDonald, (802) 257-7657. 

2/5: Snowshoe to Skyline Lodge, Middle
bury. Montpelier Section. Cindy Bigelow 
Lindemann, (802) 229-2062. 

2/11: Cross-Country Ski/Potluck, Indian 
Brook Burlington Section. Harris and Jan 
Abbott, (802) 878-4873. 

2/11-2/12: Crawford Notch AMC Hostel 
Overnight Ski Trip. Montpelier Section. 
Difficult, 23 miles, reservations required. 
Peter Downey, (802) 223-3376. 

2/1 2: Cross-Country Ski, Bolton to 
Moscow. Burlington Section. Difficult. Pam 
and Robert Gillis, (802) 879-1457. 

2/1 2: Cross-Country Ski, Groton State Park 
Montpelier Section. Doris Washburn, (802) 
476-4264. 

2/18: Ski Hazen's Notch Ski Touring 
Center. Laraway Section. Call Phyllis 
Tiffany, (802) 326-4708. 

2/18: Cross-Country Ski, Grafton Pond. 
Brattleboro Section. Joe Cook, (802) 
257-0609. 

2/19: Cross-Country Ski, Old Military 
Road, Adirondacks. Burlington Section. 
Pat Collier, (802) 863-1145. 

2/1 9: Cross-Country Ski, Highland Lodge. 
Montpelier Section. Michael Chernick, 
(802) 223-0918. 

2/25: Snowshoe/Hike Hunger Mountain. 
Montpelier Section. Nancy Schulz; 
(802) 223-7035. 

2/25: Ski/Snowshoe to Burton Island/ 
Woods Island. Laraway Section. Bob 
Corliss, (802) 524-4461. 

2/25-2/26: Cross-Country Ski, Laurentians. 
Burlington Section. Pam Gillis, 
(802) 879-1457. 

DON'T MISS THE /AMES P. 
TAYLOR WINTER SERIES -
Nine events celebrating outdoor 
recreation. See page 5. 

GMC BOARD MEETINGS 

January 21: GMC Headquarters, 
Waterbury Center, 9:00 am. 

March 25: GMC Headquarters, 
Waterbury Center, 9:00 am. 

June 3, 1995: Date tentative, location to 
be announced. 
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Be it ruolviJ by 

the Senate and 

Howe of 

Repruentativu: 

That the Green 

Mountain Club 6e 

recognized 6y the 

GeneraLA1.Jembly arJ 

the founder, r1po11Jor, 

defender, anJ 

protector of 

the Lo11g Trail. 

rfy.Jtem for now 

andfutwe 

generatio11J to come ... 

- Joint IWolutwn 
of the Vermont 

LegiAatwe, 1971 



1994 w~ a year of 
ou&tmzding tiuceeJJ 

fortbeGMC. 

s FOUNDER, the GMC, working 
on behalf of the 150,000 
hikers who annually take to 
Club-maintained trails, 
continued its 84-year tradition 

of maintaining public access to the Long 
Trail, Appalachian Trail, and an extensive 
network of side trails. 

As SPONSOR, the GMC promoted the safe 
and ethical use of Vermont's backwoods 
through a variety of educational and 
outreach programs. Summit and Shelter 
Caretakers, the Gameroff Hiker Center, Tbe 
Lmg TraiLNe11M, and the popular James P. 
Taylor Wmter Series are just some of the 
ways the Club works to inform those 
heading into Vermont's backcountty. 

As DEFENDER. the GMC faced challenges 
that threatened the veiy existence of the 
Long Trail System. A major ski area 
expansion proposal jeopardized one of the 
oldest hiking trails in Vermont. Proposed 
legislation for communication facilities on 
state-owned mountaintops and the ever
increasing pressures placed on Vermont's 
public lands required an unprecedented level 
of the Club's time and resources. 

As PR.omcroa, the GMC surpassed all 
expectations with the volume and quality of 
lands secured for permanent protection of 
_the Long Trail System. 

Our success would not be possible 
without the extraordinaiy volunteer and 

financial commitment of GMC members and 
friends. We hope you share our pride as we 
work to meet the responsibilities bestowed 
upon us by the Vermont Legislature and the 
people of Vermont. Our work ensures that 
the Long Trail will "play a larger part in the 
life of the people," for today and always. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Kimball T. Simpson 

/11vne'iJiate PaJt Pre.1iJent 

Dennis L. Shaffer 

Rucutive Director 

GMC Sections 

Many of the 2100 members of the 
Green Mountain Club's fourteen 
Sections are the most active of 
GMC members. GMC Sections 
offer opportunities for GMC'ers 
and newcomers alike to discover 
the Northeast's natural beauty, 
learn outdoor skills, and maintain 
trails with the companionship of 
like-minded recreationists. 

GMC Sections: 

• hosted over 500 events for 
people of all ages and abilities, 
including traditional 
trail-maintaining work trips and 
a four-season schedule of 
hiking, biking, canoeing, and 
cross-countiy skiing activities, 

• maintained over 188 miles of 
the Long Trail, Appalachian 
Trail, and side trails. Section 
volunteers also monitored trail 
lands and worked closely with 
GMC's agency partners and 
private landowners, and 

• participated in Club leadership 
as members of the GMC Board 
of Directors and Club-wide 
committees. 

~ 
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GMC Sections 

Bennington 
Brattleboro 
Bread Loaf 
Burlington 
Connecticut 
Killington 
Laraway 
Manchester 
Montpelier 
New York 
Ottauquechee 
Pioneer Valley 
Sterling 
Worcester 

Field Programs 

GMC' s leadership role as the steward of the 
Long Trail System has been a constant since 
the Club's founding days. This past year 
hundreds of volunteers and paid staff put 
their "sweat equity" into maintenance and 
management of the Long Trail. 

Volunteers and staff: 

• reconstructed 50 miles of the LT/AT for 
improved safety and resource protection, 

• began construction of Roundtop Shelter, 

• inventoried and developed a long-term 
management plan for over 65 Long Trail 
overnight sites, 

• began planning replacement of Taft 
Lodge, the oldest Long Trail shelter, 

• educated hikers about "leave-no-trace" 
practices at fragile, high-use Long Trail 
sites, and 

• maintained and managed 440 miles of the 
Long Trail System, including 100 miles of 
the Appalachian Trail. 

Cooperative partnerships with a variety of 
agencies, organizations, and businesses are 
critical to the success of GMC work. Their 
financial. in-kind, and technical contribu
tions support the Long Trail Patrol. caretak
ers, and volunteer activities. 

GMC Cooperative Partners 

United States Forest Service 

National Park Service 

Appalachian Trail Conference 

State of Vermont, Department of Forests, 
Parks, and Recreation 

Mount Mansfield Cooperative Partnership 
(State of Vermont, University of 
Vermont, Stowe Mountain Resort, and 
The Village at Smugglers' Notch) 

Sugarbush Ski Resort 



Long Trail Protection 

1994 was an exceptional year for the Long Trail 
Protection Campaign. Five Long Trail proper
ties were purchased, protecting 1730 acres, 2.3 
miles of the LT, three trailheads, and two 
mountain summits. 

Land Protection Highlights: 
• $500,000 appropriation from the Vermont 

Legislature to secure Long Trail lands, 

• establishment of the Long Trail State Forest, 

• acquisition of the Big Jay parcel, a Northern 
Forest "jewel," 

• protection of 141 acres in Codding Hollow, 

• acquisition of Eden Crossings, protecting 
critical trailhead lands, 

• conservation easement on the Bucklin Tract, 
protecting 700 acres of bear habitat and one 
mile of the Bucklin Trail, 

• GMC worked to protect hiker interests 
during the permitting process for the expan
sion of the Mount Mansfield Ski Area, and 

• the Club continued advocating for greater 
public participation in decision-making 
about the management and use of 
State-owned lands. 

Membership 

GMC members are the Green 
Mountain Club. Record numbers 
9f people are joining the GMC' s 
cause to provide hiking opportuni
ties in Vermont. The Club ended 
the year with 6028 members, 
hitting the 6000-member mark for 
the first time in its 84-year history. 
This is an 8.5% increase over 
1993. In the last decade the GMC 
has grown by 7 4% ! Many factors 
contributed to the Club's growth, 
including the GMC's Gameroff 
Hiker Center, increased on-trail 
recruitment, and publicity about 
the Club's many programs and 
servJ.ces. 

Publications 

Hikers look to the GuiJe Book of 
theLong TrailandDayHiker'o 
Guide to Vernwnt as the key 
guides to Vermont's hiking 
trails. In addition, The Long Trail 
End-to-Ender'.! Guide provides LT 
hikers with up-to-date informa
tion needed to make a 
long-distance trip on the LT. 

Publication Highlights: 

• new edition of the Mount 
Mansfield Map, 

• work continued on the 24th 
edition of the Guide Book of the 
Long Trail, 

• four issues of The Long Trail 
New<1, covering Long Trail 
updates, the Northern Forest, 
the backcountry skiing 
revival, natural history, and a 
woman's solo hike on the LT 
in 1931. 

Public Relations 

and Education 

The Green Mountain Club has always 
been an education organization -
providing hikers with the knowledge 
they need to safely and responsibly 
enjoy Vermont's hiking trails. 

Education Highlights: 

• thousands of people contacted the 
Gameroff Hiker Center for informa
tion about where to hike, the type of 
gear to bring, waste disposal, and 
drinking water treatment, 

• 800 people attended the James P. 
Taylor Winter Series, eight events 
celebrating outdoor recreation, 
including programs on the Northern 
Forest, sea kayaking off the Labrador 
Coast, and the GMC Snowshoe 
Festival, which is being used as a 
model for similar festivals across the 
country, 

• GMC Sections offered hands-on 
learning opportunities through a 
variety of outings and workshops, 

• 85 people participated in the annual 
Trail and Shelter Maintenance 
Workshop, 

• the Club served as the Vermont State 
Coordinator for National Trails Day, 

• new brochure about Mount 
Mansfield's alpine tundra for people 
who visit the mountain via the Toll 
Road, produced in cooperation with 
the Mount Mansfield Company, 

• members of the GMC staff attended a 
nation-wide workshop on interpreting 
America's long-distance trails, and 

• the Club created a public service 
announcement video about spring 
hiking practices. 



A SPECIAL THANK You 
The GMC extends a special 
thank you to the individuals, 
businesses, and foundations 
who supported the Green 
Mountain Club in FY 1994. 

GMCSTAFF 

Dennis Shaffer, Executwe Director 
Robert L. Lincoln, Jr., 

Director of Develop=nt 
Susan Shea, Land Protectwn 

Coordinator 1 

Lars Botzojorns, Dirtctor 
of Fi.el'iJ ProgratnJ 

Sylvia Plumb, Memberdhip and 
PuiJlicatwN Coordinator 

Lisa Hughes, BUJinud Manager 
Maggie Charpentier, &ceptwnut I 

Of/U:e A.Mutant 2 

Nancy Smith, &ceptwnut I 
Of/U:e A.Mutant 2 

Mary Burnham, MemiJmhip Cl.erk 1 

Paul Neubauer, Northern 
Fi.el'iJ A.ldutant 5 

Dave Hardy, Southern 
Fi.el'iJ Aldutant • 

1 Part-time 
2 Worked part of FY '94 
• SeaJonai 

GMC OFFICERS - 1995 

Paul Hannan, PMJwent 
Rolf Anderson, VU:e p,...,iJent 
Herb Ogden, J r., Secretary 
Brenda Clarkson, TrtaJurer 

GMCBOARD 
OF DIRECTORS - 1995 

George Plumb, Vermont Agency 
of Natural Ruourr:u 

Bob Pramuk, UnileJ Statu 
Forut Sef'l'ii:e 

Rolf Anderson, At-large 
Winnie Chevalier, At-large 
Carolyn Cooke, At-large 
Brian T. Fitzgerald, At-large 
Hans Fritsch, At-large 
Maiyke Gillis, At-large 
Paul Kendall, At-large 
Marty Lawthers, At-large 
Bill Morison, At-large 
Al Prudhomme, At-large 
Bill Sayre, At-1.arge 
Jeff Schoellkopf. At-large 
Polly Schoning, At-large 
Megan Epler-Wood, Bennington 
Fred Noble, Brattl.eboro 
Pirk Pirkanen, Bread Loaf 
Peter Alden, Burlington 
Rod Rice, Burlington 
Andy Squires, Burlington 
Mickey Wetzel, Burlington 
George Andrews, Connectuul 
Wally Rogers, Killington 
Connie Plunkett, Laraway 
Bill Barr, Mancbuter 
Peter Downey, MontpeU.r 
Andy Nuquist, MontpeU.r 
Robert Babb, New York 
Lauraine Goodrich, New York 
Kirsten Head, New York 
Robert Meier, New York 
Ed Janeway, Ott4W1uechee 
Don Whitney, Otta"'luechee 
Vacant, Pwnner Valley 
Smith Edwards, Sterling 
John Church, Wol'<'uter 

Financial Report 

T he 1994 fiscal year (May 1. 1993 to 
April 30, 1994) ended with fund 
balances in excess of one and one-half 

million dollars. The Headquarters Fund showed 
a decrease because of limited fundraising and 
the interest paid on the mortgage. Copies of the 
1994 audit report and financial statements 
are available from the GMC Headquarters. 

- Brenda Clark.Jon, Trt?LLJurer 

Operating Fund 

Income 

Field Programs .............. .. .................. 182,582 
Membership Dues ... ......... ...... ..... .... .. .. 95, 173 
Publications and 

Merchandise Sales .......... .. ..... ........ .. 78,792 
Contributions ... ... ....... .. .... .. ... .. ... ..... ... . 34,259 
Other ..... .......... .. ... .... .... .. .. .... .... ......... .. 18,368 

Total Income ...... .. ....... .... .................. 409,174 

Expen.JeJ 

Field Programs .. ...... ....... .. .. .. .. ..... .. .... 188, 190 
Administration .......................... ... ..... ... 81.494 
Publications and Merchandise ............ 54,098 
Membership and 

The Long TraiLNew.1 .............................. 41,331 
Building and Office ..... .... ............... .. .. . 31,363 
Public Relations and Education .......... 13,102 

Total Expenses ....... .. ........................ .409,578 

Income over expenses .. .. .... .. .. ...... .. .. ...... . (404) 
Loss on disposal of vehicle .. .. .. .. .......... .... (950) 
Interest from Endowment Fund ...... .... 10,537 

Total .. ..... ..... ........ ..... ......... ... ....... .. .. .. .... 9, 183 

Balance Sheet 

Long Trail 
Operating Protection 

Fund Fund 

Assets 141,687 l,234483 
Liabilities 48,099 117,976 

Fund Balances 93,588 l, 116,507 

Long Trail Protection Fund 

Income 

Contributions .... .... .............. .. ............ 117,451 
Grants .... .. .. .... .. .... .. ..... .. .. ..... .. .. ... ...... ... 70,500 
Publications Sales ..... ............................. l,034 
Interest .. ...... ... .. ... .. ... .... ... ... ..... .. .. .. .... .. .. 1,639 

Total Income .... .............. .. ......... ........ 190,624 

Expen.JeJ 

Fundraising ................ ........................ . 70,057 
Land Acquisition .. ..... .. ... ..... .. .............. 37,092 
Stewardship .... ....... ... ..... .... .... ........... ... 20, 107 

Total Expenses .... .. ....... ........ .. ..... .. .... 127,256 

Income over expe1t1&1 ... .. ........................... .... 63,368 
Loss on disposal of property .. ............ (21,583) 

Total .. ..... .. ....... ... ... ..... .... .. ... ... ... ....... ... 41,785 

Headquarters Fund 

/11come 

Contributions .... .. ........... ......... .......... .. 10,974 
Interest ....... ....... .... .. .. ...... .......... ...... ......... 109 

Total Income ...... .. .... ................. .. ... ..... 11,083 

Expen.Ju 

Depreciation and Taxes ................... .. .. 11,383 
Fundraising .. .. ........ ... ........... ............. .. .. 6,686 
Mortgage Interest ... ..... .................. .. .. .. .. 7,368 

Total Expenses ............................... .... . 25,437 

Income over e.1:petM&1 .................................. (14,354) 

Skyline 
Lodge 
Fund 

1,600 
0 

1,600 

Quasi- Head-
Endowment quarters 

Fund Fund 

267.410 227,526 
0 109,393 

267,410 118,133 

Printedon ~ 
recycled paper ~ 


