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GMC Survey Results Are In! 
Membership in Club is "Excellent" Value! 

W 
hat would the ideal Green I either an "excellent" or "good" value. We know 
Mountain Club look like? the average age of a GMC'er is 52 and 85.3% of 
Would its sole mission be to you read parts or all of The Long Trail News. 
maintain and We also found that people 

protect the Long Trail System? People are using the belong to the GMC for a vari-
Or would it be broader? Do GMC f th . ety of reasons. "Some people 
GMC'ers want the Club to edu- as one 0 err belong to meet people while 
cate the public and lobby vehicles to support others want to support a Ver-
elected officials about environ- environmental mont environmental group," 
mental issues in Vermont? . . says GMC Organizational Re-
Should the GMC accept com- protect/On rn Vermont view Consultant Debby 
peting uses of the Long Trail? - speci(t'ca!/y of the Bergh. "The Club is a good 

In an attempt to answer value to people no matter 
these questions and others, the Green Mountains. where they are coming from. 
GMC commissioned the Uni- Debby Bergh, People are using the GMC as 
versity of Vermont's School of Oiganizational Review Consultant one of their vehicles 
Natural Resources to conduct a to support environ-
statistical survey of GMC members - and the mental protection in Vermont -
results are in! Members were asked questions specifically of the Green Mountains -
ranging from their age, income, and education specifically of the Long Trail. If they 
level to how many times a year they hike on the never hike, it is okay." 
Long Trail, what they like best about the GMC, But what does all of this mean? 
what they would change, why they belong to the What did the Club find out about the 
GMC, and whether the Club should accept a opinions and attitudes of the GMC 
federal partner in protecting the Long Trail. membership? And now that the GMC 

The response rate was excellent, with 76% has all of this information, what is next? 
(380 out of 500) of those surveyed responding. For a summary of the results and a 
We found that the Long Trail and the GMC are discussion of what the GMC plans to 
incredibly important to you. You told us that do with this information, turn to page 
90.9% of you feel membership in the GMC is ten. 

Mt. Mansfield Ski 
Area Expansion 

page5 

New Loop Hike in 
Northern Vermont 
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GMC Elects New 
President 
page 15 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Survey Results ,Provide Wonderful 
Benchmark for Club 

I f I remember correctly, Nelson 
Rockefeller's biography bore the title 
"I ever Wanted to be Vice President of 

Anything." At this point my own could pro
claim "I Never Expected to be President of 
Anything." Nevertheless, here I am the new
est GMC President 1 am proud to be carrying 
on a legacy dating to James P. Taylor, but I 
am also more than a little humbled by the 
thought of what faces the Club as we head to

self or herself the question: "What do the 
members think?" Sure, we're all members, 
but knowing the thoughts of the silent major
ity is an essential ingredient to any 
representative structure. 

We now know, for example, that our 
efforts over the years to become more active 
in defending the Long Trail from competing 
uses enjoy enormous Club-wide support. 
Members, by and large, do not feel a pro

ward our 85th year. Legend 
seems to portray James Taylor as 
single-handedly responsible for 
all of the Club's early successes. 
Times have changed, the issues 
are more complex, and no single 
individual can expect to meet the 
challenges before us. So, while I 
want to express my sincerest ap
preciation for the confidence the 
membership and GMC Board of 
Directors have shown in me by 

Paul Hannan 

tected footpath is adequate for a 
protected Long Trail. It is impor
tant to folks to enjoy as 
unspoiled a hiking experience as 
we have the means to provide. 
The survey shows a strong ma
jority of the GMC membership 
has few qualms about bringing 
in federal assistance to protect 
the remaining LT miles. After the 
many discussions the Board has 
had over federal protection, I 

electing me to this post, I also need to ask for 
an enormous amount of help and coopera
tion as we chart our path into the next 
century. 

Our effons at pathfinding have been 
greatly aided by a tool you'll read about else
where in this issue of The Long Trail News . 
The results of Dr. Robert Manning's scientific 
poll of a controlled sample of the GMC mem
bership are in. The conclusions are as 
fascinating as they are useful. Countless 
times, issues have come up at Board of Direc
tors meetings and we exclaim what we think 
regarding particular subjects. I doubt if I'm 
the only Board member who has asked him-

find this comforting. There is more, much 
more, and if you're like me you'll be tanta
lized into poring over the article on page ten. 
If that doesn't satisfy your statistical urges, 
stop by Club Headquarters for a look at the 
full report. It is truly enlightening and, as I 
mentioned, should be a wonderful bench
mark to help in the Board's decision-making. 

As I write, the bugs are thinning out, the 
trails are drying out and the field crews are 
just plain out! There is a flurry of activity 
around the state and I encourage you all to 
get involved. Pitch in wherever you can find a 
niche, and by all means "Take a Hike!" 

- Paul Hannan 

ORTflldGflT 
STUDIO PRESS, INC. 
BARRE, VT 05641 802-4 79-0565 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Board of Directors and 
Committees Need Review 

If the GMC is to consider how the GMC is 
governed, I hope it will study the Board of 
Directors and the committee structure. Do 
they adequately represent today's member
ship? 

Board of Directors. The Board clearly needs 
some continuity, but is there a steady supply 
of fresh ideas Lo meeL the challenges of a 
changing world? Are there enough young 
people Lo assure future leadership, enough 
women? Do Board members have diverse 
enough backgrounds? Do they represent 
different incomes, educational background, 
geographical areas? Should fonner staff mem
bers be eligible? (Some organizations do not 
elect former employees, others have a waiting 
period.) 

Is there enough turnover? Are the terms 
too long? How many terms should one direc
tor be allowed to serve? Is the Board too large 
to be effective? Are the opinions of all direc
tors expressed and heard? 

Committees. Which committees need to be 
standing and which can be ad hoc? Do they 
reflect the functions of the Club today? What 
should be the makeup of each committee? 
How many directors and how many mem
bers on each and in what ratio? (Committees 
should be a training ground for future Board 
members.) 

These are some of the questions that I 
hope will be raised as the GMC does a 
self-evaluation. 

- Reidun D. Nuquist, Montpelier Section 

Club Should Expand 
Outlook and Streamline 
Membership Procedures 

I offer the following thoughts as a GMC 
member, not as president of the Bread Loaf 
Section. 

As the GMC evolved, the Sections were 
granted, or have assumed, a semi-autono
mous status. This may have been desirable 
during rhe early years of trail building when 
communication and travel were more difficult 
and the Sections were expected to achieve 
major trail building goals. Today, however, 
most of the trail work is done by the central 
Club rather than the Sections, and improved 
communications and roads have negated the 
need for strong Sections located along the 
Trail. Instead, the current weak central Club 
is a detriment to the opportunities the Club 
now has and should exploit. 

The interests of many GMC members 
today extends beyond hiking. Frequently the 

members enjoy a range of out-of-doors activi
ties, including hiking, skiing, canoeing and 
bicycling. While it is common for there to be 
an umbrella club in other regions of the 
country, such as The Mountaineers in the 
Northwest and the AMC in other regions of 
the Northeast, Vennont has no such group. 
In Vermont, on a statewide level there is the 
GMC for hiking and the Catamount Trail 
Association for cross-country skiing; on a 
local level there are numerous bicycle clubs 
and probably canoe clubs. This not only 
limits GMC member knowledge of what else 
is available throughout the region, but leads 
to duplication of effort in planning, adminis
tration and lobbying. This splintering also 
means there is no strong organized group 
available to take advantage of opportunities 
when they come up. 

I propose that the central Club: 
• Expand its horizons beyond the Long 

Trail and hiking and start to include 
canoeing, skiing, bicycling and other 
mutually compatible interests. 

• Establish standard, Club-wide member
ship categories for both the Sections and 
At-large members, set uniform dues, and 
administer the entire process. 

• Provide necessary administrative services 
to the Sections such as succinct member
ship lists and streamline the dues sharing 
process. 

• Publish combined outing schedules of all 
the Club's activities to all the members. 

- Guy Wallis, Bread Loaf Section 

A Question for 
the Old RidgeRunner 
Editor's Note: The following letter mysteriously 
appeared in the Old RidgeRunner's mailbox: 

It's gotten so that there are so many hikers 
on the Long Trail that it's just about a traffic 
jam in some spots. I haven't noticed that the 
GMC has installed any traffic lights, yield 
signs, or speed limits. 

What is the passing etiquette on the Trail? 
Who yields the right-of-way when passing in 
opposite directions? What about passing 
someone going slower when they're oblivious 
or reluctant to pull over? 

I would write to Ms. Manners about this 
matter, but I wouldn't think she's a hiker. 
You are my only hope. I am sure other hikers 
are as confused and concerned as I am. 

Old RidgeRunner Responds: Without 
consulting any official Qub policy, I say common 
courtesy comes first. 1) When coming from oppo
site directions hikers should stay to the tight. 2) 
Uphill/downhill: if the trail is not wide enough to 
pass, the uphill person should wait. 3) When 
passing someone, a fiiendly hello lets them lmow 
you are there. Any considerate hiker will then ask 
if you wish to pass. If they don't, then ask nicely if 
you may pass. If this Jails, put your hiking staff 
between their feet. (The editor suggests you settle 
the situation through more peaceful means.) 
4) There are many places along the Trail that 
don't receive much traffic. If you hike early in the 
morning or in the evening, you wi11 meet fewer 
hikers along the way. 

THANK You, MOUNTAIN BREWERS! 
Paul Kowalski of Mountain Brewers, the brewers of Long 

Trail Ale, hands a large jar of money to Eric Chittenden. 
These funds were raised in their retail store on behalf of the 
GMC's Facility Campaign. Additionally, Mountain Brewers 
has made a donation to the Campaign. At their brewery on 
Route 4 in Bridgewater, they have also set up a GMC display 
to spread the word about the Club's programs. Thank you, 
Paul Kowalski and Andy Pherson! 

MAURY K. KosT 
IDS FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FINANCIAL PLANNING• INVESTMENTS 

22 CHURCH STREET• BURLINGTON. VERMONT 05401 • 802 • 862-4252 
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NOTICES & REMINDERS 

Discounts for GMC Members! 
Don't miss Club Day at Eastern Moun

tain Sports on October 27. GMC'ers (you 
must have your membership card) will receive a 
20% discount on anything in the store. We'll be 
signing up new members at the Burlington, 
Vennont store. See you there! 

Waterbury's Stagecoach Inn is offering 
20% off their standard rates (except during spe
cial seasons) to GMC'ers. Call (802) 244-5056 
or (800) 262-2206. 

Wish List 
• Laptop or notebook computer 
• Tele/Zoom lens for a Ricoh KR-V camera 
• PA system 
• Zoom lens for Kodak slide projector 
• Plain paper fax machine 
• Mounting table/stencils for routing signs 

Members, Please Renew! 
If you haven't renewed for 1994, please do 

so - today! Your membership is critical to our 
efforts to provide hiking opportunities through
out Vermont! If you misplaced your renewal 
fonn, give us a call at (802) 244-7037. We need 
your membership support today! 

Taylor Winter Series 
in Planning Stages 

We need program presenters for the Taylor 
Winter Series. Would you, or anyone you 
know, like to present a program on natural 

Volunteer at the GMC! 

history, outdoor adventures, or outdoor skills? 
Contact Sylvia Plumb at the GMC at RR 1 Box 
650, Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677; (802) 
244-7037. 

Do you like to write, bang nails, proofread, take pictures, type, or file? Do you have a 
morning or afternoon per week (or every other week) to volunteer? If so, look at the jobs de
scribed below and then give us call at (802) 244-7037. 

Development Office Assistants: The Development omce needs people to write, edit, 
develop direct mail packages, research, think up creati\re ways to raise money, and plan special 
events. Call GMC Director of Development Bob Lincoln. 
Membership and Publications Assistant: People needed to help with proof reading, corre
sp0ndence, story writing, membership development, and cataloging photos. Possible non-paid 
internship opponunities. Gall Membership an~ Publications Coordinator Sylvia Plumb. 
Thursday Volunteers: This regular crew helps with mailings, photocopying, typing, filing, 
and a variety of office jobs every Thursday. Call Business Manager Lisa Hughes. 

Handy person: The GMC needs an individual with a knack for small-scale carpentry and ba
sic repairs for ongoing projects and maintenance. Call Business Manager Lisa Hughes. 
General Assistant: Volunteers are needed to help GMC suiff with mailings, photocopying, 
filing, word processing, and a variety of special projeas. This individual should be available 
for a minimum of one-half day per week. Call Business Manager Lisa Hughes. 

Vermont Voyageur Equipment 
Sleeping Bags 

Clothing System 
Bivy Shelter 

Gloves and Comforters 

1802) 326-4 789 
(9:00 AM-5:30 PM Mon-Sat) 

Wind Rive 
Anorak 
& Pants 
Four-season protection 
from wind, sun & cold, 
dry snow. 
Perfect for nordic skiing, snow
shoeing, hiking & backpacking. 
Proven on expeditions throughout 
North America. 

Sizes: XS-XL 
Colors: Red, Tan, Royal Blue, 
Forest Green, Rust 

Anorak $52.00 

Pants S43.00 

Pants vvith 
side zippers 

$53.00 

(plus S4.oo 
UPS Shipping) 

Route 24 2 - Box IOIOG, Montgomery Center, VT 054 71 
For a free mail order catalog describing Vermont Voyageur clothing & equipment, Limmer 
Boots, guidebooks & more, call or write VVE. Or visit our shop near Jay Peak & at the Hazen's 
Notch Outdoor Center. Call ahead though-we may be out \NOrking on the Long Trail. 

Purveyor of the finest in: 

Custom made-to-order Lamilite® 

insulated gear. Mummy bags available 

in a choice of 6 sizes and 4 colors, 

temp. ranges from +40°F to -60°F, 

and much more. 

All at competitive, affordable prices. 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

• MACHINE WASHABLE 

• MADE IN THE USA 

11/!ta OSTROWSKI 
\:::_} OUTDOOR 

Call / FAX / Write for a free catalog. 

RD1 Box 1544, Charlotte, VT 05445 
802-425-2349 

Featuring Fine Quality Lamilite® 
Insulated Products 

by "Simply the Best" Wiggy's Inc. 
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District Environmental Commission Issues 
Preliminary Decision on Mt. Mansfield 

11/n short, we are nearing the point where the cumulative impact of the applicant 1s activities threatens to 
materially jeopardize the public1s investments in one of Vermont's most important natural settings. The 

cumulative impact of development in the area cannot reach the point where the identity of one of Vermont1s 
most important public investments ... is transformed slowly into an adjunct of Stowe Mountain Resort. 11 

On July 12, the District 5 Environ
mental Commission issued a 
long-awaited decision in the Mt. 
Mansfield Company's (MMC) 

Act 250 pennit for its ski area expansion. The 
decision consisted of partial findings of fact 
for the base lodge and other development in 
the base area, and a land use pennit to 
improve and expand their snowmaking capa
bility. The commission delayed issuing a land 
use pennit for the base area pending addi
tional permits for wastewater treatment from 
the Department of Environmental Conserva
tion. These findings are one step in a 
multi-part decision process. The next step 
will be findings and a land use permit for the 
Nose Dive lift and trails, an issue of great in
terest to the GMC because of the potential 
impact on the Haselton hiking trail. 

The commission's findings reflect 
several issues raised by the GMC during 
last winter's lengthy Act 250 hearings. 
During the hearings on the base area 
development, the Club focused atten
tion on the impacts of the new base 
lodge and other facilities on the public 
resources of the area. In particular, the 
GMC argued that increased summer use 
of the facilities would increase use of 
the Mt. Mansfield summit ridge, an area 
already experiencing the heavy impact 
of upwards of 50,000 visitors annually. 

A key point in much of the Club's 
testimony was that the Mt. Mansfield 
area is an important resource to many 
people for activities besides downhill 
skiing. The commission agreed. They 
addressed the need to balance downhill 
skiing with other uses of the area, and 
to avoid what they refer to as a 
resort-like ambiance in the entire area. 
The commission noted that approval of 
the project will result in a vastly in
creased MMC presence in the area in 
the summertime, both in terms of the 
physical presence of the new facilities 
and in tenns of the increased level of 
activity in the area. Because of these 

- District 5 Environmental Commission 

concerns, they limited summer use of the 
retail space in the base lodge, and prohibited 
summer operation of the Spruce Peak-Mt. 
Mansfield transfer gondola that will cross 
Route 108. 

The findings deal with this question in 
some detail, describing the views from the 
summit and the area's importance as a natural 
area and habitat for rare and endangered 
species, and note the importance of the 
GMC's Summit Caretaker program, which 
must be preserved and reinforced so that the 
impact of those who visit the summit is mini
mized. The commission also stated that the 
Mt. Mansfield Company reaps financial ben
efits from its exclusive control over the use of 
both the Toll Road and Gondola as accesses 
to the highest elevations of Mt. Mansfield. 

The GMC and the University of Vennont 
(which owns the summit ridge) had pro
posed conditions that would require the 
MMC to contribute more funding to the 
Summit Caretaker program, and the commis
sion felt these conditions were acceptable. 
When the pennit is issued, it will require the 
MMC to keep detailed records of the number 
of people who use the company's facilities to 
reach the ridge, and also devise methods to 
detennine how many people venture out 
onto the ridge from the gondola and the Toll 
Road. The commission plans to review this 
information two years after the base lodge is 
opened, and to seek input from the GMC and 
UVM. 

The most important part of the develop-
ment from the GMC's perspective is the new 

Nose Dive ski lift and trails. The Nose 
Dive is not covered in these findings, 
but the commission's tone is cause for 
cautious optimism. Regarding the 
Long and Haselton Trails, the commis
sion states that for the public's 
investment in these trails to be pro
tected, we must make sure that the 
development does not diminish either 
the quality of the trails themselves or 
the experience of trekking on them. 
This means that we must make sure 
that any physical changes to the trails 
are minimal and that development 
does not qualitatively interfere with the 
experience that hikers can reasonably 
expect in the area, given the mix of 
uses. We will have to wait for the final 
outcome on this issue. 

Mt. Mansfield Company President 
Gary Kiedaisch feels that the condi
tions impose too many restrictions on 
his company. He plans to appeal the 
base lodge permit once it is issued. 

- Brian T. Fitzgerald 

The GMC is working to protect the 
interest of hikers and the public on Mt. 
Mansfield, Vennont's highest summit. 
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GMCHAS 
STRONG 
SHOWING AT 
ALPINE 
GATHERING 

The GMC made a strong 
showing at the New England 
Alpine Managers Conference at 
Moosilauke Ravine Lodge during 
the weekend of June 24-26. The 
Dartmouth Outing Club hosted 
this gathering of individuals and 
organizations involved in trail 
management and maintenance on 
New England's alpine summits. 

Alpine managers from 
throughout New England and 
New York spent the weekend 
discussing issues related to pro
tection of New England's fragile 
alpine zones. Topics included 
recreation use, rehabilitation of 
alpine vegetation and eroded 
soils, trail management strategies, 
and ecology education. The 
workshop also featured site visits 
to the summit of Mount 
Moosilauke. 

Workshops and discussions 
led by GMC representatives high
lighted the Club's experience in 
managing the heavily visited 
alpine areas on Mount Mansfield, 
Camel's Hump and Mount 
Abraham. The GMC Summit 
Caretaker program is often cited 
as a model for education 
programs reducing hiker impacts 
to alpine zones. 

The GMC hosted the first 
gathering of New England's 
alpine managers in April 1992. 

0 N T H E L 0 N G T R A I L 

Roundtop Shelter Construction 
Nears Completion 

ew LT shelter changes are in the works. Construction is near 
completion on Roundtop Shelter, the most recent addition to 

the Long Trail shelter system. Todd Jenner led members 
and friends of the Laraway Section in an incredible effort to build 
Roundtop and relocate the Trail away from Barrows Camp. The Club 
built Roundtop after the Barrows Camp landowner asked the Club to 
abandon Barrows and move the Trail off his land. The new shelter, lo
cated 1.4 miles south of the Plot Road in Johnson, wi.11 be an L-shaped 
lean-to and sleep twelve. Many thanks to the members and friends of 
the Laraway Section who put months of work into the shelter. Volun
teers cut spruce trees on Roundtop last fall to be used in construction 
of the shelter. During February and March members spent cold days 
hauling the logs to the shelter site. They worked throughout the 
month of July building the sheher, which will be dedicated to Todd's 
late brother Jeff. 

While Roundtop was under construction, the GMC decided to 
remove one of the oldest LT shelters, the Lake Pleiad Shelter. Built in 
1923 by the Lake Pleiad Section (now the Bread loaf Section), the 
shelter was a popular "pany" spot. During last winter's shelter review 
process, the Trails and Shelter Committee decided to remove lake 
Pleiad Shelter at some point in the future . Unfortunately, a rash of van
dalism and major trash problems over the past few years hastened the 
decision to remove the shelter this spring. Hikers will now have a 7.6 
mile hike between Sucker Brook and Boyce Shelters. Campers should 
avoid the Lake Pleiad site until the area is rehabilitated. Many thanks 
to the members of the Bread Loaf Section, especially President Guy 
Wallis, for helping to remove the shelter. 

Taft Lodge, 
pictured in 1937, 
is the oldest of 
the LT shelters. 
It will be 
rebuilt in 1995. 

Other shelter activities include a decision to rebuild the oldest and 
largest of the LT shelters, Taft Lodge. Taft, which sits just below 
Mount Mansfield's Chin at 3,650 feet, is the second highest in eleva
tion of all the GMC shelters. A growing list of serious repairs makes it 
necessary to rebuild or renovate the present structure. The new lodge, 
built in the style of the present lodge, will be non-winterized and sleep 
twenty-six. Construction will begin next summer for completion by 
the end of the '95 hiking season. An Act 250 permit will be necessary 
since the lodge sits above 2,500 feet. 

The Club completed an evaluation of the LT shelter system this 
past winter. The review process involved representatives from the 
Trails and Shelters Committee, GMC Sections, Agency partners and 
other interested panies. If you are interested in the shelter review 
report, contact Lars Botzojoms at GMC Headquarters. This report will 
help guide planning for the LT shelter system into the future. 

THE LONG TRAIL NF.WS 
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NORTHERN 
LT PATROL 
WRAPS UP 
SEASON 

GMC's Northern Long Trail 
Patrol (NLTP) completed 
reconstruction on badly eroded 
sections of the LT in northern 
Vermont this summer. Led by 
Rand Pelton and Michelle Rorick, 
the Crew spent an intensive six 
weeks on three locations in north
ern Vermont. The GMC funded 
the crew to address trail mainte
nance needs north of the Green 
Mountain National Forest. The 
Club hopes the NLTP's 
outstanding effort will generate 
support for the program's future. 

The results of this condensed 
season are impressive. In a 
week-and-a-half, the five-person 
crew rebuilt the entire staircase -
over one hundred steps - on the 
LT below Ritterbush Lookout. 
They also worked on erosion con
trol and treadway stabilization on 
the LT from Route 242 to near 
the summit of Jay Peak. They 
made it all the way in three-and
a-half weeks. 

During their final week, the 
crew stabilized the Gura Cowles 
Trail on Mount Mansfield. A 
GMC crew worked on this trail in 
the fall of 1993. This popular 
route up the west side of the ridge 
was built in the traditional way -
straight up. It had not seen any 
work before last year. 

The Club hopes this 'perma
nent' work will last more than 

ll . ; .. 
thirty years. Of course, the success 
of the work will be determined by 
the maintenance that happens 
from now on. The best trail recon
struction can waste away without a 
commitment. So, go out and view 
the work of the NLTP then use 
that inspiration to propel your 
future maintenance efforts! Great 
job, NLTP! 
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TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
WORKSHOP A SUCCESS! 

Over sixty GMC volunteers and staff, and 
representatives from the Appalachian Trail 
Conference and the US Forest Service gathered 
in Manchester, Vermont on May 14 for the 
Third Annual Trail and Shelter Maintenance 
Workshop. Participants divided into groups to 
practice basic and advanced maintenance and 
shelter inspection. After a brief session on 
safety principles, the groups headed north on 
the LT/AT toward Styles Peak. The shelter 
group went into Peru Peak Shelter. 

The basic and advanced groups worked 
separately during the morning and then joined 
together to build water bars and stone 
steps. Participants came off the trail late in the 
af temoon with smiles and a feeling of 
accomplishment. 

The enthusiasm and enhanced knowledge 
of trail skills that came out of this event will 
carry over to the entire Long Trail System as 
volunteers and staff fulfill GMC's responsibility 
to maintain the Long Trail. 

Many thanks to the people who made the 
workshop a success. The Manchester Section, 
led by Dick Pomeroy, helped coordinate the 
meeting space and event logistics. Thanks also 
to Phyllis Pomeroy, Ruth Cherbonneau, 
Sharon Flesch, Doug Stewart, Bill Barr, Eric 
and Carol Cone, Elizabeth Bloomfield, Laurie 
Thorpe, Dave Shepard, Brenda Clarkson and 
the many workshop leaders for their help in 
making the workshop a success. This event is 
a shining example of the spirit of cooperation 
that is so necessary to manage the Long Trail 
System. See you next year! 

Future workshop locations will alternate 
between GMC Headquarters in Waterbury 
Center and the Manchester area each May. 
The GMC would appreciate comments on the 
workshop and the desire for other training and 
skill-sharing opportunities. Contact 
Lars Botzojoms at GMC Headquarters (802) 
244-7037, or drop a note in the mail. 

FIRE TOWER 
REOPENED 

Thanks to an effort spearheaded by Smith 
Edwards, the fire tower on Belvidere Moun
tain has reopened. Members can enjoy a 
seven-and-half-mile loop hike to the summit 
by taking the Forester's Trail, the Long Trail 
and the Frank Post Trail. 
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Merrell Supports Hildng 
With GMC Testing Program 

M rrell Footwear, Vermont's own hiking and ski boo~ manufacturer, is ~up
ponlng Vermont's hiking trails and Green Mountain Club programs m .a 
unique and exciting partnership with the GMC. They are also supponmg 

the feet of GMC's staff with contributions of boots. In exchange for Merrell's support, 
two members of the GMC field staff are testing and evaluating hiking boots and sport 
sandals. 

"This partnership is a model that benefits both Merrell and the GMC," notes GMC 
Executive Director Dennis Shaffer. "The Club gains corporate support from an outdoor 
products industry leader while Merrell gains valuable info.rmation ~n product ~erfo~
mance and durability." Merrell also benefits from supporting a leading nonprofit trail 
maintaining organization. 

"We can't sell hiking boots if there aren't trails to use them on," says Steve Gla~tone, 
Director of Marketing for Merrell's Outdoor Division. "Supporting the GMC fits wuh 
Merrell's philosophy of supporting grassroots organi~ations involved .in trail p:orection 
and maintenance. With the GMC, our money goes directly to the trail and trail work 
instead of getting lost in adminiscrative overhead." . 

In 1993, GMC Northern Field Assistant Paul Neubauer started pushmg Merrell 
hiking boots to the limits of extreme use and abuse. This year, Tracy Tucker, Mount 
Mansfield Summit Caretaker, joins Paul to provide a woman's perspective on Merrell 
gear. Both Tucker and Neubauer receive prototypes of hiking boots and sport sandals 
that Merrell designs and plans to market. After many hours of punishme~t on the trail, 
the testers submit details on how the boots feel and perform, and suggesuons for 
improving design and materials. Merrell Footwear designers then use Paul's and Tracy's 
feedback to improve the product for production. 

"I've put Merrell boots to the test. I hike at least five days a week," says Neubauer. 
"Merrell was actually happy to hear that I break everything!" 

The Northern Long Trail 
Patrol's recent efforts to tackle 
trail rehabilitation needs on the 
Long Trail in northern Vermont 
were possible in part because of 
the partnership with Merrell. 
GMC hopes to use the boot 
testing program as a model for 
developing partnerships with 
other corporate sponsors. 

"This program helps the 
GMC in many ways," says 
Gladstone. "It is much easier to 
raise money for land protection 
than it is for trail maintenance." 

Editor's Note: Members are 
ashed to support businesses - lihe 
Merrell - that share their profits 
to benefit the worh of the GMC. 

Paul Neubauer, GMC Northern 
Field Assistant and Merrell 

w 

"' 

boot tester, puts Merrell boots to 
extremes installing a water bar 
on the Long Trail. 

i 
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LAND PROTECTED IN 
THE COOLIDGE RANGE 

A coalition of partners including the 
National Park Service, State of Vennont, and 
the Conservation Fund, a Washington, D.C.
based land conservation organization, have 
been working to protect the Long/Appalachian 
Trail and wildlife habitat in southern Vermont's 
Coolidge Range. 

Trail protection in this area has been a 
long-running controversy for over ten years. It 
is finally coming to a resolution. Following the 
completion of an Environmental Impact State
ment in 1993, the Park Service selected a route 
for the Trail where it crosses the Killington and 
Pico ski areas. Land acquisition negotiations 
with both ski areas and the City of Rutland 
(whose watershed lands will be crossed by the 
new route) began almost immediately. 

Progress has been slow, but there has been 
progress nonetheless. Pico Ski Resort and the 
City of Rutland have agreed in principle to the 
Park Service's proposal, and the parties are 
working on the many details. Since Killington 
and the Park Service could not agree on the 
value of the property, condemnation proceed
ings against the ski area to settle the price of the 
land have begun. The court will detennine the 
price the government should pay for the prop
erty. The Park Service has already committed all 
of its land acquisition funds for this year, so 
final action on these properties will have to wait 
until the new ftscal year begins on October 1. 

South of Killington, the Conservation Fund 
has acquired the 1,627-acre Colgan Estate, 
which protects not only the Trail but extensive 
areas of black bear habitat. The Fund is holding 
this property for the state and federal govern
ments until funds become available. Once these 
transactions are completed, the State of 
Vennont and the United States will share own
ership of the property. Adding this property to 
public ownership will allow the trail commu
nity to retain a very scenic section of the Long! 
Appalachian Trail as it climbs little Killington. 
Until recently, the Trail was to be relocated to a 
new area further west that presented a number 
of trail design and wildlife habitat challenges. 

Finally, as noted in the Spring 1994, LIN, 
the State and GMC, with the assistance of the 
Conservation Fund, have acquired the 710-acre 
Carris and Bigelow property west of Killington 
Peak. A portion of the Bucklin Trail, the only 
western access to Vermont's second highest 
mountain, is now protected by joint federal/ 
state ownership. 

- B1ian T. Fitzgerald 
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Bennington Boys and Bill Armstrong 
Hike to Protect Long Trail 

Four Bennington.-area teens recently completed a hike of the Long Trail to help 
protect the Trail they love. Mark lsselhardt, Michael and Nick Cichanowski, 
Trevor Goodrich and Jeff Wagner began their hike to protect the Long Trail on 

June 29. Four of them reached the Canadian border onjuly 22. Goodrich was unable to 
complete the hike. 

When these motivated young Vermonters first decided to hike the Long Trail, lhey 
thought "Hey, let's do it for a cause," and the idea of the Long Trail Protection Campaign 
came to mind. So they set out to raise support from their family and friends and their 
community. They received donations of equipment and supplies as well as monetary • 
contributions from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, PowerBar Inc, MS! Mace, The Ben
nington Bagel Company, the British Bakery and Merrell Footwear. They also received 
strong support from their families and friends. They hope to raise $1,000 for the Protec
tion Campaign. At this time they have raised $750. 

In an interview in early August, Isselhardt said the hike was wonderful. Some of the 
high points of their trip were the people they met along the way, the hospitality at the 
Manchester Hostel, a twenty-three mile hike from Theron Dean Shelter to Jonesville, a 
bull moose at Buchanan Shelter, and a beautiful night at Bear Hollow Shelter. They were 
lucky ro have good weather that would leave many end- to-enders envious. Aside from 
rain on their first day, they didn' t see rain again until they reached Tillotson Camp, only 
fifty-three miles from the Canadian border. 

The commitment of these teens is impressive. They have heard from hikers who saw 
their plea for support in shelter log books and from people they spoke with along the 
Trail. They also presented a program to the local Rotary Club. The GMC thanks these 
exceptional Vermonters for making a difference and helping to protect the Long Trail for 
fu ture generations. Great job, guys! 

Bill Armstrong, a Burlington resident and recent graduate of the University of Ver
mont, also hopes to make a difference by helping to protect the Long Trail. Bill recently 
attempted to run the l ong Trail in seven days. He is a serious long-distance runner who 
tried out for the 1992 Olympics in the marathon event. He approached GMC Develop
ment Director Bob Lincoln about the idea of running the Trail co raise pledges for the 
Protection Campaign. 

Although Bill ended his run early because of serious leg and foot pain and the 
possibility of injury, he ran an impressive 125 miles in three days. Many thanks to Bill 
Armstrong for his special effort on. behalf of the mountains and the Long Trail. 

The Bennington 
Boys recently 
hiked the Long 
Trail to raise 
money for the 
Protection 
Campaign. 
Pictured are 
(jrom back left) 
Michael 
Cichanowski, Jeff 
Wagner, Mark 
Isselhardt, 
Trevor Goodrich, 
and Nick 
Cichanowski. 
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VT LEGISIATURE 
APPROPRIATES 
$500,000 FOR LT 
PROTECTION 

The State of Vermont contin
ued its support for GMC's Long 
Trail protection efforts by appro
priating $500,000 for land 
acquisition in the 1995 budget. 
Governor Howard Dean requested 
the appropriation in his prelimi
nary FY '95 budget. The State of 
Vermont has now appropriated 
nearly $2 million dollars for Long 
Trail protection since the GMC 
began the Long Trail Protection 
Campaign in 1987. As a result, 
more than thirty-four miles of the 
Long Trail and 13,000 acres of 
land have been protected. 

VT SENATORS 
REQUEST 
AT LAND 
ACQUISITION 
APPROPRIATION 

Vermont Senators Patrick 
Leahy and James Jeffords have re
quested federal funding to support 
land acquisition along the Appala
chian National Scenic Trail during 
Fiscal Year 1995. If appropriated, 
part of the $10 million requested 
would be targeted for land acquisi
tion projects along the AT in 
Vermont. Over 75% of the AT in 
Vermont is in public ownership as 
the result of the $140 million 
appropriated by Congress for trail 
protection along the entire AT over 
the past sixteen years. The longest 
stretch of unprotected trail in 
Vermont runs across the Coolidge 
Range near the Killington and Pico 
ski areas (see related article on op
posite page). 

As the LYN goes to press, the 
U.S. Senate Subcommittee on 
Interior and Related Agencies 
included a total of $8 million for 
AT protection in its FY '95 budget. 
The House Interior Appropriations 
subcommittee has requested $5 
million. The difference will be 
negotiated through the conference 
process. 

Protection Effort Creates 
New Loop Hike 

Into Ritterbush Pond 

GMCs latest trail protection success creates an excellent 
loop hike into Ritterbush and Big Muddy Ponds. The 
forty-acre parcel in Eden, recently acquired by GMC, has 

frontage on both sides of Route 118, and four hundred feet of 
shoreline on scenic Belvidere Pond. It also contains the trailhead 
and a section of the trail leading to Big Muddy Pond. The property 
is an inholding in an 1,100-acre parcel surrounding undeveloped 
Belvidere Pond that the State is working to acquire. 

The Laraway Section plans to open the new trail as an official 
side trail of the Long Trail late this fall or next spring. Hikers will 
be able to enjoy this five-mile loop by taking the Long Trail south 
from Route 118 to Ritterbush Lookout, Ritterbush Pond and 
Devil's Gulch, and returning to Route 118 via the new trail that 
passes Big Muddy Pond. 

Alonso Taylor of Fort Montgomery, New York, sold the prop
erty to the GMC at a bargain sale price. In a token of thanks, the 
New York Section generously gave honorary life memberships to 
Mr. Taylor and his son John who wished to become members of 
the GMC. The land's road and shoreline frontage made it highly 
susceptible to development. The Taylors had been approached by 
several people interested in developing the land. Many thanks to 
the Taylors for their interest in conservation and the Long Trail 
System. The Club welcomes them to the GMC. 

The land will be transferred to the State of Vermont and added 
to the Long Trail State Forest. GMC will retain conservation 
restrictions. The parcel abuts the Babcock Nature Preserve, owned 
by the Vermont State Colleges and the Bullard Tract, acquired by 
GMC in 1991. The Laraway Section has proposed to name the 
trail leading into Big Muddy Pond the Babcock Trail, after Robert 
and Alice Anne Babcock, who donated 1,030 acres to the State 
College system as a nature preserve in 1974. The Board of 
Directors will decide on the name at the September Board 
meeting. 

-Susan Shea 

~ 
x 
"' z 

A recent trail protection effort creates a loop hihe 
into scenic Big Muddy Pond. 
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PROTECTING 
VERMONT'S 
MOUNTAIN 
LANDS 

By now, GMC members have 
received "Protecting Vermont's 
Mountain Lands," the latest Long 
Trail Protection Campaign Report. 
If you have not received a copy, 
call or write the office. Pass the 
word about the Long Trail protec
tion effort. Let us know if you 
have family and friends who 
would like a copy of the report. 
By spreading the word about our 
successes, our efforts will multiply. 
Contact Bob Uncoln at the GMC 
at (802) 244-7037. Thank you for 
your help! 

Give Life to the 
GMC ... 

Become a Life 
Member! 

Life membership dues 
go to the Club's 
endowment, providing 
stability for the GMC 
and the Long Trail for 
future generations. 

• $500 - Individual 
• $750 - Couple 

~ 
Write or call: 

The Green Mountain Club 
RR 1Box650 

Waterbury Center 
Vermont 05677 
(802) 244-7037 
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Summary and Conclusions of the Green 
Mountain Club Membership Survey 

A part of the GMC's Organimional 
Review, the Club conducted a 

membership survey in the winter 
of 1994. A represen~tive sample 

of 500 Club members was mailed a standard
ized questionnaire addressing a variety of 
Club and membership issues. 

While there is considerable diversity in 
response patterns to a number of questions 
included in the study, there is also a substan
tial degree of consensus on many issues. The 
following items highlight some main findings 
and conclusions that can be drawn from this 
study. 

Membership Characteristics 
According to Dr. Robert Manning and Bill 

Valliere, UVM pollsters, demographic and 
socioeconomic characteristics of the GMC 
membership are potentially important because 
they may define use patterns associated with 
the Long Trail System. Such characteristics as 
age, education, and income may influence the 
activities in which members participate and 
their attitudes about trail management issues. 
• In general, GMC members are relatively 

older, highly educated and tend to be of 
relatively high socioeconomic status. The 
average age is 52. Over half of the mem
bers (53.8%) earn a household income of 
$50,000 or more. A very large majority of 
members (76.7%) have at least a college 
degree and nearly half (46.6%) have a 
graduate degree. Although 67.4% of those 
surveyed are employed, nearly one-quarter 
(23.2%) of the members are retired. The 
membership is predominantly male 
(69.2%). 

• Most members are relatively new. just over 
half of the respondents have been mem
bers for five years or less. Membership 
tenure averages five years. 

• Nearly half ( 45.1 %) of the respondents 
reported they were members At-large 

while another third reponed they were 
members of a Section. There is some con
fusion about membership status as 17.2% 
of respondents were unsure about their 
membership category. Most of the mem
bers who were unsure about their 
membership status are At-large members 
according to Club records. Most members 
choose At-large status, probably because 
they do not live near an active Section. 
(According to Club records, 66% of the 
membership is At-large while the remain
ing 34% belong to a Section.) 

Member Involvement 
Another objective of the survey was to find 

out how involved the membership is with the 
GMC, both in terms of participating in orga
nized activities and volunteering. 
• Most members are not active in Club 

affairs. The vast majority of members do 
not participate in Club or Section meetings 
or activities and do not volunteer for Club 
activities. The vast majority (81.6%) 
reported that they had not volunteered for 
the GMC in the last year. Of those that did 
volunteer, 10.5% volunteered in trail or 
shelter maintenance. 

• Club members are moderately active hik
ers in Vermont. For example, the average 
Club member hiked three days on the 
Long Trail, 2.1 days on side trails and 2.4 
days on other trails last summer. 

• The Long Trail News and Section newslet
ters are important communication tools for 
the Club and its membership as these pub
lications tend to be well read by members. 
A vast majority read parts or all of the LIN 
and Section newsletters. When asked what 
they would like changed in the LIN and 
Section newsletters, many members 
indicated they would like to see more 
infonnation on events, trail news, board 
actions and financial reports. 

Membership Issues 
The Organizational Review Committee 

hoped to gain an understanding of why GMC 
members choose to belong to the Club and 
whether members feel membership in the 
GMC is a good value. 
• The primary reason members choose to 

belong to the GMC is to help protect the 
Long Trail and to support the GMC in this 
objective. The vast majority (92.5%) rated 
"to show support for the Long Trail 

System" as either very important or impor
tant. Secondary reasons for belonging to 
the GMC include to show support for 
environmental protection (72.2%), to meet 
people with a common interest (56.3%), 
and to participate in hikes and Club out
ings (51.3%). 

• Nearly all members (90.9%) rate member
ship in the Club as a good or excellent 
value. When asked in an open-ended 
question why they answered as they did, 
the most common reason cited was that 
the Club provides many benefits for a 
relatively small cost. 

Members were also asked questions about 
membership dues and the Club's dues struc
ture. The first question involved willingness to 
pay an increase in annual membership dues. 
• There is substantial willingness to pay 

higher annual Club dues. The vast major
ity (86%) of the respondents indicated that 
they would be willing to pay some increase 
in annual dues. Over one-third would be 
willing to pay $1.00-$5.00 more and 
36.1 % would pay $6.00-$10.00 more. 
Another 15.2% would pay an additional 
$11.00 or more. Only 14% of respondents 
said they would be unwilling to pay an 
increase in annual dues. 

Currently, Section members pay different 
dues than At-large members, with a portion 
going to the main Club, and the rest being 
applied toward Section activities. Members 
were asked their opinions about the Club's 
current dues structure. 
• There is strong support for the current an

nual dues structure regarding differences 
between Section and At-large members 
and among Sections. The majority of 
respondents (69.8%) said Sections should 
be allowed to charge different membership 
dues to support Section activities. 

Membership Satisfaction 
Members were asked three open-ended 

questions about their satisfaction with the 
GMC. In the first question, members were 
asked to briefly describe the one or two best 
things about the GMC. A plurality of mem
bers (42.7%) feels the "best" things about the 
GMC are its trail protection and maintenance 
activities. Another 10.7% said the quality of 
the shelters and trails was best. Another 14% 
indicated that the people were one of the 
best things. 
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When asked to briefly describe the one or 
two greatest problems or faults with the 
GMC, there seemed to be little consensus. 
Most of the answers were "miscellaneous." 
However, 15.4% indicated there were no 
problems with the GMC. There was a small 
amount of concern reported about the grow
ing size and bureaucracy of the Club, its 
expanded activities, and lack of member 
involvement in Club affairs and activities. 

Membership Opinions 
and Attitudes 

A number of questions were asked about 
the type of programs and activities the Club 
should be involved with, and the type of 
services it should provide. This information 
will be useful in set -
ting direction for the 
Club's future. It will 
help the GMC 
evaluate which of its 
programs to expand 
and the type of new 
programs to create. 
Members were 
asked to evaluate on 
a four-point scale 
the appropriateness 
of certain actions and activities. 

The membership had very strong feelings 
about the type of programs and activities the 
Club should be involved with and the type of 
services it should provide. Most opinions and 
attitudes are in agreement with the GMC 
Vision Statement for the year 2000 (LIN, 
Spring 1994). 

There is very strong support for Club 
activities focusing on maintenance of existing 
trails and shelters in the Long Trail System. 
One hundred percent of respondents felt the 
Club's current maintenance activities were 
either very appropriate or appropriate. There 
is also very strong support for the GMC's 
campaign to protect the Long Trail with a 
vast majority (97.8%) saying this action was 
very appropriate or appropriate. Additionally, 
there is extremely strong support (96.7%) for 
providing outdoor skills education for GMC 
members and the public, and developing new 
trails and shelters (87%). 

Membership support was very strong for 
Club activities focusing on environmental 
protection, including education programs for 
GMC members and the public, lobbying pub
lic officials, participating in public hearings, 
and initiating or joining legal actions. This 
support is strongest for environmental issues 
that might affect the Long Trail or hiking in 
Vermont (support for all of these activities is 
above 93%). When the activities were broad-
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WHAT'S NEXT IN THE 
ORGANIZATIONAL REVIEW? 

Now that the membership survey is 
completed, what happens next? The 

Organizational Review Committee is using 
the survey results, along with information 
gathered from Board discussions, last 
October's membership workshop, and 
letters from members, to develop recom
mendations to guide the Club as it moves 
into the twenty-first century. 

Since it was founded in 1910, the scope 
of the Club has changed significantly. Estab
lished to build and maintain the Long Trail 

followed by changes to the Club Bylaws at 
the GMC Annual Meeting next June. 

Although the membership survey is not 
an end all and be all for where the Club 
should go, the information gathered 
provides a snapshot of the membership, its 
opinions, attitudes, and demographics in 
1994. The survey results serve as a guide of 
what the membership wants for the organi
zation and the types of programs and 
services it wants the GMC to provide. 

'There are strong messages coming out 
about what the memberSystem, the Club's objec

tives have broadened, 
often due to outside 
influences such as devel
opment pressures and 
population growth. 
Today, the Green Moun
tain Club's programs 
include trail protection 
and maintenance, an 
extensive education and 
outreach program, an 
active outings program 
for members and the 
public, and a growing 
administrative structure 
to manage affairs for 

The results are a 

statement of a high degree 
of conft'dence in the GMC 

ship wants the Oub to 
focus on," says GMC 
Organizarional Review 
Consultant Debby 
Bergh. "Ir is very clear 
the membership is confi
dent with lhe Vision 
Statement of 1990. The 
survey results suggest a 
strong passion and com
mitment to the mission 
of the GMC" 

and its leadership. 
People care about the 
GMC. This is not just 
another organization. 

Debby Bergh, 
ln receru marathon 

meelings, the Organiza
tional Review GMC Organizational Review Consultant 

over 6,000 members. The Club exists in a 
rapidly changing world and faces increasing 
demands and expectations for services from 
the public and its growing membership. 

In 1992, the GMC hired Debby Bergh, of 
Snelling and Kolb, Inc., to help the Club 
develop a review process to study the Club's 
governing structure, operations and objec
tives. Bergh also serves as the facilitator for 
the review. Through the process the Club 
hopes to discover its organizational strengths 
and weaknesses, highlight common con
cerns, and develop recommendations that 
will help the Club achieve its mission to 
manage and protect the Long Trail and act 
as Vermont's hiking advocate. 

The Organizational Review includes two 
phases, a data-gathering phase and an analy
sis and recommendation-building phase. 
The Club is now in the analysis and recom
mendation building phase. The Committee 
will take the information it has gathered, 
study alternatives, and develop recommen
dations to present to the Board at the 
September Directors meeting, possibly 

Committee discussed in 
detail such issues as Board representation 
and membership structure. They also 
reviewed the Club's mission statement. 
Although the Committee did not originally 
plan to revise the mission statement, mem
bers of the Committee found the current 
statement did not accurately reflect what the 
GMC does today. They also found it difficult 
to discuss many Club issues without a con
crete definition of the Club's objectives. 

As the Committee makes its way through 
extended discussions about the organiza
tional structure, it is important to emphasize 
one of the most important findings of the 
survey and the review process: the immense 
pride and commitment GMC members have 
for the GMC and the Long Trail. 

Editor's Note: Send your opionions and ideas 
about the survey results, other aspects of the 
Organizational Review, or any other GMC or 
outdoor recreation topic to Editor, The Long 
Trail News, The Green Mountain Club, Route 
100, RR 1 Box 650, Waterbury Center, Ver
mont 05677, or fax them to (802) 244-5867. 



FAll' 9 4 IP AGE 12 

general, support dropped considerably, 
although the majority of members still 
showed strong support. 
• There is very strong support and willing· 

ness to pay for expanding educational 
programs in outdoor skills, history and 
natural history, and trail maintenance. 

Members were also asked a number of 
shorter questions addressing a variety of Club 
issues, including winter use of the Long Trail 
and federal protection of the LT. 
• There is strong support for seeking and 

accepting some federal government 
assistance and participation in protecting 
and managing the northern portion 
of the Long Trail. A sizeable major-
ity of respondents (76.2%) said that 
the GMC should seek and accept 
such assistance. 

• There is strong support and willing· 
ness to pay for increased hikes and 
other outings in Vermont. 

• There is little-to-moderate support 
for actions to make the Long Trail 
more accessible for winter use. 
These activities included changing 
the color of blazes from white to 
make them more visible against the 
snow, clearing tree limbs and brush 
to a greater height, and winteriza-
tion of some shelters. 

Members were also asked if the GMC 
should create or expand a number of facilities 
and services and if they would be willing to 
pay for such facilities or services in the form 
of increased annual dues. In general, respon
dents did not favor creation of new facilities, 
but did favor expansion of selected educa· 
tional programs. 
• There is little-to-moderate support for 

developing new hiking-related facilities 
such as a base lodge, huts, or backcountry 
cabins. 

• There is little-to-moderate support for 
paying an annual trail use fee or special 
taxes on hiking and related equipment to 
pay for better protection and maintenance 
of the Long Trail. 

• A majority of members favored expansion 
of a number of educational programs, 
including programs on how to backpack, 
canoe, etc. (70.9%), trail history and 
maintenance (69.1 %), and natural history 
and the environment (60.6%). A majority 
of members also indicated they would be 
willing to pay for such educational 
programs. 

• Members were evenly split on whether the 
GMC should produce more publications 

and audio-visual programs. However, 
nearly half of the respondents (44.6%) 
indicated they were uncertain. A consider· 
able percentage (40.2%) did indicate that 
they would be willing to pay for such 
materials. 

Club Objectives 
Members were asked a series of questions 

dealing with Club objectives. It is obvious 
from the responses that maintenance and 
protection of the Long Trail are the most 
important activities for the GMC. 
• The most important objective - far and 

away - for the GMC should be to protect 

and maintain the Long Trail. The second 
most important objectives are to protect 
and maintain side trails and to advocate 
environmental protection in Vermont, 
especially when it might affect the Long 
Trail and hiking in Vermont. Other Club 
objectives which received strong support 
include: to protect and maintain other 
hiking trails in Vermont, to advocate envi
ronmental protection in Vermont in 
general, and to organize hikes and other 
outings/activities. 

Competing Uses of 
the long Trail 
• Members are generally moderate-to-strong 

in their support for protection of the Long 
Trail against competing uses. Less than 
2% indicated that the GMC should accept 
or generally accept competing uses. The 
majority of members feel the Club should 
"stand firm" or "generally stand firm" 
against competing uses. The vast majority 
of members feel the Club "has reached 
reasonable compromises in protecting the 
Long Trail." 

• Most members prefer that the Long Trail 
be "a primarily natural environment with 
a minimum of development in all areas." 
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Crowding on the long Trail 
• Crowding on the Long Trail System is 

generally judged to be a problem only 
"occasionally" or "rarely." Mountaintops 
and shelters are judged to be crowded 
most often. 

Organizational Structure 
Members were also asked questions about 

the organizational and administrative struc· 
ture of the Club. In general, most members 
have no opinion or are uncertain about a 
variety of Club administrative issues. This 
suggests that they tend to know little about 
such issues or are generally unconcerned 

about them. Beyond this general level 
of uncertainty, the following more 
specific conclusions can be drawn: 
• There is strong support for the 
validity of the At-large membership 
category. 
• There is little or no perceived 
tension between Section members and 
At-large members. 
• There is little or no perceived 
tension between Club membership and 
employees. 
• Communication up and down the 
administrative structure is not 
perceived as a problem. 

• There is some support for a smaller Board 
of Directors. 

• There is little concern about adequate 
representation of members in Club 
decision· making. 

• There is little concern about the current 
emphasis between the "main Club" and 
Sections. 

• There is strong support for more actively 
recruiting Club members, especially 
younger and more economically diverse 
members. 

• There is moderate support for adopting 
uniform administrative procedures among 
Sections. 

• Most members feel generally well in· 
formed about Club activities and services. 

• There is moderate support for additional 
fundraising by the Club, especially from 
the general public. 

Differences in Response, 
Section vs. At-Large 

Relatively few differences were found in 
response patterns between Section and 
At-large members. The principal differences 
are that Section members tend to have longer 
membership tenure and tend to be more 
active in Club affairs. • 
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Vermont Trails Update 
CATAMOUNT TRAIL 

Although cross-country skiing may be the 
furthest thing from most people's minds this 
fall, members of the Catamount Trail Associa
tion (CTA) continue working on Vermont's 
premier cross-country ski trail year-round. 
The CTA recently completed another seven 
miles of the 280-mile Catamount Trail which 
extends the length of Vermont. This summer, 
the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps Wil
derness Crew spent four weeks cutting and 
blazing the new segment of trail in 
Wilmington and Wardsboro along the east 
side of Somerset Reservoir. The segment, 
from Somerset Dam to Kelley Stand Road, 
runs along remote but easy terrain. It links up 
with the Grout Pond Trail System to the 
north. 

In addition, the Catamount Trail Associa
tion and the Vermont Land Trust recently 

protected two miles of the Catamount Trail in 
Morristown, Vermont. The portion of trail 
crosses the Lepine Farm and is part of the 
ten-mile tour between Edson Hill and Farm 
Resort on Route 100. 

For more information about the Cata
mount Trail, write or call CTA, PO Box 1235, 
Burlington, Vermont 05402; (802) 864-5794. 

CROSS VERMONT TRAIL 
National Trails Day was a special day for 

the organizers of the Cross Vennont Trail 
(CVT). Over one hundred people gathered 
on June 4 in Groton State Forest to celebrate 
the dedication of the first twenty-five miles of 
the CVT. Governor Howard Dean spoke at 
the celebration and the Green Mountain 
Horse Association brought twenty horses and 
buggies. This section, from South Rygate to 
Marshfield Depot, is part of a trail that orga-

GMC THANKS THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
FOR PROTECTING LONG TRAIL LANDS 

The Vermont Chapter of The Nature Conservancy has played a significant role in pro
tecting Long Trail lands since the beginning of the LT protection program. Their latest 
show of support is a generous financial contribution to the Long Trail Protection Fund. 

When the GMC first began protecting the.Long Trail in 1987, the Club turned to The 
Conservancy for assistance in making land acquisitions. At that time, the Club Jacked 
both land acquisition experience and the funds to purchase land. Because much of the 
land the Trail crossed was on the market, the GMC needed to act quickly to buy LT 
lands before they were sold to other parties. By purchasing the land and retaining owner
ship until the Club could buy the land back, The Conservancy helped the Club protect 
many miles of Trail that otherwise might have been developed. 

The Conservancy was involved in the acquisition of eleven LT properties, including a 
3,000-acre parcel protecting ten miles of the LT, the 1,365-acre Laraway Mountain tract, 
and the 3,000-acre Beaver Meadow parcel in Morristown. 

In 1990, the Club hired Susan Shea, its first Land Protection Coordinator. She helped 
john Roe and Bob Klein of The Conservancy with Long Trail projects. Eventually, the 
GMC began to work on its own, making pro-active contacts with landowners whose land 
wasn't on the market. 

The GMC thanks The Nature Conservancy for their contributions to the Long Trail 
Protection Campaign. Their sup
port was critical at a time when 
large portions of the LT could 
have been sold and lost to 
development. 

Bob Klein, State Director of the 
Vennont Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy, hands a check to 
GMC Executive Director Dennis 
Shaffer. john Roe (INC) to the left 
and Robert Lincoln (GMC) look on. 
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nizers hope will run for seventy-five miles 
from Wells River to Lake Champlain in 
Burlington. 

A variety of outdoor enthusiasts will enjoy 
biking, walking, horseback riding and skiing 
along this multi-season trail. Trail organizers 
hope to make use of existing trails as much as 
possible, utilizing town recreation paths, 
snowmobile trails, and dirt roads. 

The Cross Vennont Trail is a grassroots 
effort overseen by a steering committee made 
up of representatives from the towns the trail 
passes through. For more information about 
the CVT, contact Cross Vennont Trail 
Steering Committee Chair Rose Paul c/o the 
Agency of Natural Resources, Planning 
Division, 103 South Main St., Waterbury, 
Vermont 05671-0301; (802) 241-3620. 

NEW TRAIL ON OK.EMO 
MOUNTAIN 

The Vermont Department of Parks and 
Recreation reminds hikers about the 
Healdville Trail on Okemo Mountain. Built 
by the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps 
during the summers of 1991-1993, the 
blue-blazed trail climbs 2.9 miles from the 
base of the mountain to the summit (3 ,34 3 
feet). Hikers should plan about four hours for 
the round trip. There are many views from 
the fire tower on the summit and from vistas 
along the way. 

To reach the Healdville Trail, in the town 
of Mount Holly, tum off Route 103 by the 
Lakeside Power Center onto Station Road. 
Follow Station Road approximately .7 miles 
to its intersection with the Green Mountain 
Railroad tracks. The entrance to the trailhead 
parking lot is located just beyond the tracks. 
For more information and maps of the 
Healdville Trail, contact the Vennont Depart
ment of Forests, Parks, and Recreation at 
RR 1, Box 33, North Springfield, Vennont 
05150; (802) 886-2215. 
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GMC Helps Protect Access to Backcountry Trails 

I n the closing moments of the 1994 Ver
mont legislative session, the GMC helped 
protect access to backwoods ti:ails from 

Vermont's ski areas. The legislature passed a 
bill limiting the liability of Vermont's ski areas 
when backcountry travelers who use ski area 
facilities to access off-trail terrain become 
injured or lost and require rescue assistance. 

In last minute negotiations, the GMC 
influenced changes to the original bill sup
ported by the Vermont Ski Area Association. 
This bill mistargeted legitimate users such as 
cross-country skiers, snowshoers, and winter 
hikers. Those who used the facilities of an 
existing ski area to reach a favorite winter 
trail would have been subject to criminal 
charges and fines. 

Mel Goddard, Brampton, Ontario, Canada 
Scott Wassman, Sandy Hook, CT 
Brian Wassman, Sandy Hook, CT 

Linda G. DeGraff, Williamstown, MA 
Michael N. DeGraff, Williamstown, MA 

Monk E. DeGraff, Williamstown, MA 
Kenny Bink, East Nassau, NY 

Stephen M. Prescott, Middlebury.VT 
Fred Jordan, Montpelier, VT 

Thomas Rowell, Ketchikan, AK 
john Lepinski, Morrisville, VT 
Chris Lawler, Marquette, MI 

Nicholas Evans, Vero Beach, FL 
Christine Evans-Cross, Delray Beach, FL 
Nicholas M. Evans, Jr., New York, NY 

Dan Smith, Montpelier, VT 
Joseph M. Quinn, Fall River, MA 
Perry A. Acwonh, Williston, VT 

Randy Treis, Barre, VT 
Lee Wood, Hinesburg, VT 

Sherry Morgan, Fairfield, CT 
Rohen Morgan, Fairfield, CT 

Peter Robens, Bromont, PQ, Canada 
Sheila Robens, Bromont, PQ, Canada 

Karl Diedrich, Troy, Ml 
Alain Boulanger, Rock Forest, PQ, Canada 

Richard G. Davis, Franklin, VT 
Peter]. Kenney, Hancock, NH 

Rolland Pepin, St-Leonard, PQ, Canada 
Tripp Edwards, Tunbridge, VT 

Andrea Eels, Warren, VT 
Sophie Gibbard, Warren, VT 
Mariko Ketchen, Warren, VT 

Lisa Bigelow, Warren, VT 
Daniel Downey, Montpelier, VT 
Robena Downey, Montpelier, VT 
Todd Robens, Warrensburg, NY 

Gordon Lachniet, Grand Rapids, MI 
jack Eshelman, Shady Valley, TN 
Jan Eshelman, Shady Valley, TN 

Had the original bill passed, a snowshoer 
who climbed Jay Peak on an alpine ski trail LO 

hike on the Long Trail would have been com
mitting a criminal offense. On Mount 
Mansfield many backwoods skiers ride the 
chair lift to ski down backcountry trails. The 
proposed legislation would also have prohib
ited this. 

The GMC worked with Senators Vincent 
Illuzzi (R-Orleans) and William Doyle 
(R-Washington) and the legal council of the 
National Ski Area Association to craft a law 
that provides access for backcountry travelers 
to off-trail terrain via alpine ski area facilities. 
Ski areas are protected from liability. The law 
also gives them the ability to recover costs 
associated with backcountry rescue services. 

Kenneth]. Henz, Sudbury, MA 
Muriel Menard, Montreal, PQ, Canada 

Earton Robertson, Hardwick, VT 
Dean Ouellette, Brandon, VT 

Liz Cronin, Salisbury, VT 
Karen Grimm, Salisbury, VT 

Lin Gould, Mt. Desen Island, ME 
Beverly LaFoley, Waterville Valley, NH 

Arthur Berry, Union, ME 
Robert Pulliam, Centreville, VA 

Miriam DiPepppe, Basking Ridge, NJ 
Roger DiPeppe, Basking Ridge, NJ 

Todd Mundell, Burlington, VT 
Julia Bruce, Eliot, ME 

James Theiss, Eliot, ME 
Ken Byerly, Underhill, VT 

Priscilla Byerly, Underhill, VT 
Christopher Berry, Flitwick, England 

Amy Grover, Waterbury, VT 
Tim Grover, Waterbury, VT 

Janette "Jan" Jackson, Easley, SC 
Anne Snedaker, Norwich, NY 

Robert M. Erickson, Burlington, VT 
James Coyne, Pittsford, NY 

Robert Gutermuth, Stephentown, NY 
Jake Russin, Williamstown, MA 

Lynn Achee, Manchester Center, VT 
Matthew Cull, Dorset, VT 

Edward L. Walsh, Sr., West Haverstraw, NY 
Edward L. Walsh.Jr., West Haverstraw, NY 

Neil Rodin, Cumberlin, RI 
Peggy R. Lewis, Greenville, SC 
David L. Lewis, Greenville, SC 

Santi Aversano, Oxford, CT 
Nancy J. Schroeder, Edgartown, MA 

Bruce Nolin, Gardner, MA 
Thomas W. Ball, Guilford, CT 
jay Barnet, Santa Monica, CA 

Christian Paquin, Montreal, PQ, Canada 
Bill Herrington, Pittsford, VT 

After the bill passed, Senator Illuzzi 
wrote in a letter to the GMC, "I believe that 
this law is now the best law on the books, 
since it recognizes backwoods skiers and 
others who like to venture out on their own 
in the wilderness." 

The Vermont legislature also passed a 
bill that outlines Vermont's policy for the 
development of mountaintop communica
tions facilities on state-owned land. Dennis 
Shaffer, GMC's Executive Director, serves 
on the Mountaintop Use Advisory Commit
tee that developed recommendations for 
the legislature to use in revising the state's 
policy. The new policy will protect 
state-owned mountaintops from the devel
opment of new communications facilities 
that have a significantly adverse environ
mental impact. 

The legislature designated state-owned 
mountaintops with existing communica
tions facilities as communication sites. 
These locations include Killington, Okemo, 
and Burke Mountains, and the North and 
South Peaks of Ascutney Mountain. The 
policy recognizes the importance of protect
ing current and future users from com
munication signal interference. Through the 
consolidation of equipment, efficient devel
opment and economic management of each 
site, the state hopes to maximize use of 
these limited facilities. 

One Long Trail site affected by the new 
policy is the summit of Killington Moun
tain. A recent site analysis found that the 
current facility poses a potential health 
threat to LT/AT hikers due to radiation 
emissions from outdated equipment by the 
Trail. The legislation appropriates funds for 
the cleanup of this site. 

Any requests for new communication 
facility sites on state-owned lands must 
conform with long-range plans for state 
lands and will be subject to public review 
and comment. 

Finally, the Vermont legislature estab
lished the Vermont Trails System Act 
(VISA) as part of the FY '95 Transportation 
Bill . The Act formally designates the 
Vermont Trails System to be comprised of 
the major trail networks in Vermont. The 
VISA also calls for funds to be set aside 
from the annual off-highway vehicle gas tax 
for the management and protection of the 
Vermont Trails System. The bill was 
supported by the Vermont Trails and 
Greenways Council which includes many 
of the state's trail user organizations, 
including the GMC. 
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NEW GMC OFFICERS 
ELECTED AT DIRECTORS 
MEETING 

The GMC Board of Directors elected the 
slate of officers as presented by the Nominating 
Committee at its June 4, 1994 meeting. Paul 
Hannan, former vice-president, was elected 
president and Rolf Anderson was elected 
vice-president. Herb Ogden, Jr. and Brenda 
Clarkson were reelected to serve as secretary 
and treasurer, respectively. Kimball Simpson 
finished serving three consecutive terms 
(the term limit) as the GMC president. 

GM C's newly elected officers from left, Brenda 
Clarhson, Rolf Anderson, Herb Ogden, Jr., 
and Paul Hannan. 

Directors spent much of the meeting 
discussing the Land Protection Committee's 
options for federal involvement in securing 
unprotected portions of the Long Trail in 
northern Vermont. Detailed discussion focused 
on issues including p9ssible joint land owner
ship between the state and federal governments 
and the GMC; the Club's role as the leader of 
trail management and maintenence programs; 
assuring landowners who sold interests in land 
to the GMC prior to federal involvement that 
the Club will not seek broader protection from 
them in the future; and the use of eminent 
domain authority as a last resort to complete 
the LT protection effort. President Simpson told 
the Directors he expected a final vote by the 
Board on whether or not to seek federal assis
tance at the September meeting. 

The only other action item on the agenda 
for the June meeting was an amendment to the 
GMC personnel policy. The Board approved a 
recommendation from the Personnel Commit
tee to amend Section 301 (h) of the Permanent 
Employee Personnel Policy. The new language 
clarifies who has access to an employee's confi
dential personnel file in the case of a grievance. 
The Board delayed acting on an amendment to 
the Club's sexual harassment policy until the 
September meeting. 

The next GMC Board of Directors meeting 
is scheduled for September 24, 1994 at the 
Club Headquarters in Waterbury Center. 
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C L U B N 0 T E S 

Annual Meeting - 1994 
Enjoyed By All 

Interest and enthusiasm were high during the GMC Annual Meeti11g held on June 4, 
National Trails Day, at Club Headquarters. A well-organized Burlington Section 
hosted the weekend evem. 

After a welcome from President Kimball Simpson, Brenda Clarkson, GMC Treasurer, 
reported that Club finances are healthy. The Club ended the year with a balanced bud
get, even with major unexpected expenses for legal services during the Act 250 hearings 
concerning the Mount Mansfield Ski Area expansion. Contributions to all program areas 
of the Club continue to be generous. 

President Simpson recognized GMC Executive Director Dennis Shaffer for his work in 
complex negotiations to protect the Long Trail in Codding Hollow. 

Members unanimously passed amendments to the Articles of Association to denote 
that the Club office is located at Waterbury Center, and to state that one purpose of the 
Club is to preserve open space land by acquiring property through the Long Trail Protec
tion Campaign. 

University of Vermont Professor of Natural Resources Bob Manning gave a general 
overview of the results of a scientific survey of the GMC membership. The survey is part 
of the GMC Organizational Review undertaken in the spring of 1992. 

The Land Protection Committee reported that thirty-four miles of the LT have been 
protected and twenty-three miles remain unprotected. It is projected that $5.7 million 
will be needed to complete protection of the Trail by the year 2007. 

Executive Director Dennis Shaffer reported that Governor Dean requested a $500,000 
appropriation for LT land acquistion in the FY '95 state budget. (The Legislature passed 
this appropriation at the $500,000 level.) Simpson noted that the GMC held information 
sessions around the state to discuss federal legislation for protection of the LT. 

GMC members elected five At-large Directors to two-year terms. New to the Board are 
Winnie Chevalier of Rutland, Vermont, Marty Lawthers of Peru, New York, and Jeff 
Schoellkopf of Warren, Vermont. Carolyn Cooke from Burlington, Vermont and Peter 
Kenney of Hancock, New Hampshire were both elected to second terms. 

Highlights of the meeting included awards and recognition of dedicated GMC volun
teers. President Simpson named Anne Hoover, of the Bread Loaf Section, an honorary life 
member. Selected for her years of volunteer work, 
Anne became a member of the Burlington Section 
in 1973 and helped establish the Bread Loaf Sec
tion in 1975. She serves on the GMC Membership 
and Organizational Review Committees. When not 
busy volunteering, Anne enjoys hiking, canoeing, 
swimming and cross-country skiing. 

Shaffer presented Kimball Simpson, outgoing 
president, with a letter from Governor Dean, 
signed and framed, as a token of thanks for his 
dedication to the GMC. Kate Donaghue, Kim's 
wife, presented a plaque for display at the 
Gameroff Hiker Center with the names and terms 
of the past GMC presidents. 

In the afternoon, members enjoyed hikes to 
Stowe Pinnacle, Prospect Rock and Mount Hunger. 
After a buffet dinner at the Waterbury United 

Anne Hoover, of the Bread LDaf 
Section, received an honorary life 
membership al the Annual Meeting. 

Church of Christ, UVM Professor Bob Manning presented his slide show, "Arches and 
Canyonlands National Parks: Business and Pleasure in the Southwest." Indeed the GMC 
is alive and well! 

- Corky Magoon and Sylvia Plumb 



GMC BOOKSTORE & PACK BASKET 
Books from the GMC Bookstore can get you there and back, summer and winter, and can even help you appreciate nature's beauty a little more 

along the way. Club members receive a 20 percent discount on GMC publications and a 15 percent discount on non-GMC books. 
Title Member Price Non-member Quantity Total 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PUBLICATIONS 

Guide Book of the Long Tratl, 23rd Edition, Reprinted, 1993 $7.95 $9.95 

Day Hiker's Guide to Vermonl, 3rd Edition, Reprinted. 1992 $7.95 $9.95 
Trail Map: Mt. Mansjitld $3.15 $3.95 

Green Mountain Advenn1rc, Vermont's Loll£ Trail, Softcover, 1st Edition, R~lnted, 1989 $7.95 $9.95 
The 'Long Trail End-to-Ender's Guide, 1994 Edition $3.15 $3.95 

End-10-End Topographical Map Set of tht Long Trail, 1988 Sale $5.00 Sale $5.00 

NORTHEASTERN HIKING GUIDES 

Flf1y Hikes in Vermont, Backcounuy Publications, 4th Edition, 1990 $10.15 $11.95 

An Adirondack Sampler, Day Hikes for All Seasons, by Wadsworth, Adirondack Mountain Club $9.30 $10.95 

AMC Gulde to Mt. Washh:g1on and the Pre.sldentlal Range, Appalachian Mountain Club $8.45 $10.95 

AMC White Mountain Guide, 25th edition, ~alachlan Mountain Club $14.50 $16.95 

~lachl1m Trail Guide to New Ha~hlreNermont, Appalachian Trail Conference $16.10 $18.95 
Appalachla.n Trail Guide to Maine, The Maine Appalachian Trail Club $16.95 $19.95 

Best Hikes With Children in Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, The Mountaineers $11.00 $12.95 

Guide to Adlrondacl1 Trails, High Peaks Region, Adirondack Mountain Club $14.40 $16.95 

High Peaks of the Northeast: A Peahbagger's Directory and Resource Guide, 
by Bruce Scofield, New England Cartographies $11.00 $12.95 

OUTDOOR RECREATION AND NATURE BOOKS 

25 Mountain Bike Tours In Vermont, Backcounuy Publications $8.45 $9.95 

25 Bicycle Tours In Vermont, Backcountry Publications $8.50 $10.00 

AMC Field Guide to Mountain Flowers of New England $12.75 $14.95 

AMC River Guide to New Hampslilrt and Vermont, Appalachian Mountain Club $10.15 Sll.95 

AMC Quiel Water Canoe Guide, New Ham_Ehlrt and Vermont , A_Eelachian Mountain Club $11.00 $12.95 
Canoe Cam_.E!ng: Vermont and New Hanpshlre Rivers, by Roioli Schweiker, Backcoumry Pub. $7.65 $9.00 

Bachpaclllng One Sttp at a Time, by Harvey Mann.Ing, Vintage Books s 11.05 $13.00 

Gorp, Glop, and Glue Stew, by Yvonne Prater & Ruth Mendenhall, The Mountaineers $9.30 $10.95 

Trailside's Trail Food, by the editors of Bachpacher Magaz1t1e, Rodale Press $8.45 $9.95 

Backwoods Ethics, by Laura and G~ Waterman, The Countryman Press, Inc. Sll.05 $13.00 

Wilderness Ethics, by Laura and Guy Waterman, The Countryman Press, Inc. Sll.05 $13.00 

Forest and Cr~ ~Laura and G~ Waterman, ~lachian Mountain Club $29.70 $34.95 

Yankee, Roch and lee, by laura and Guy Waterman, Stackpole Books $16.95 $19.95 

Mountaineering First Aid, by The Mountaineers $7.60 $8.95 

PATCHES, DECALS, ETC. 

Nalgene Water Bottles with GMC logo in green $5.10 56.00 

GMC Cloth Patch for sleeve or pack $1.50 $2.25 

End-to-End Patch (for those cenlfied; please include certification number or year) Sl.75 N/A 

Lo~ Trail Patch $3.25 54.00 
GMC Decal for car window $.50 5.75 
Lon.g Trail Decal 5,50 Sl.25 

Hikers I-shin - One Color: Ecru Size: $9.95 $12.95 

GMC Logo I-shin (Yellow Logo on Forest Green) - Size: 59.95 512.95 

T-shirt Unisex sizes: S, M, L, XL; T-shirts are 100% cotton. 
SUBTOTAL 

Prices subject to change without notice. U.S. funds only, please. 
Please include both your street address and your mailing address for U.P.S. 

5% sales tax (VT residents) 

SHIP TO (PLEASE PRINT): 

ADDRESS (STREET AND MAILING) _______________________ _ 

CITY ________________ _ 
STATE -------

ZIP ___ _ 

Charge to: D Visa D Mastercard ($10 minimum, please) 
Acct. no. ________________________ Exp. __ / __ 

Signature ______________________________ _ 

D lam a GMC member. D l would like to become a GMC member. $24.00 annual dues enclosed. 

Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, RRl Box 650, Waterbury Center, VT 05677. 

POSTAGE 

ANNUAL DUES 

TOTAL 

Postage &: Handling 
Order under $5.00 - $1.00 
Order $5.01 to $20.00 - $3.25 
Order 520.01 to $40.00- $3.75 
Order $40.01 and over - $4.50 

International orders add $2.00 
(except Canada) 
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High Peaks of the Northeast: 

A Peakbagger's Directory and Resource 
Guide to the Highest Summits 
in the Northeastern United States 

by Bruce Scofield. North Amherst, Mass.: 
New England Cartographies, Inc., 1993. 1st 
ed. 180p., illus., maps. $12.95 paperbound. 

Peakbaggers. Most of us have encountered 
them, those eager scramblers who collect 
summits the way others collect stamps or 
souvenir teaspoons. Some collect the highest 
peaks in one area, in summer as well as 
winter; others climb the highest point in each 
state. 

Peakbagging has long had its supporters 
and detractors. Purist hikers say it's a fad, an 
obsession, that peakbaggers don't appreciate 
nature the way the rest of us supposedly do. 
Yet, peakbagging has a long and proud 
tradition going back to the first Adirondack 
Forty-Sixers in 1925, and has produced many 
ardent conservationists and trail builders. 

Supporters plead for tolerance, asking
rightly, I think-that we accept diversity of 
speed and style in hiking as we do in other 

B 0 0 K R E V E W 

recreational activities, such as bicycling, 
canoeing, and skiing. And peakbagging is, 
after all, not so different from hiking a long 
and difficult trail from end-to-end: it's a 
physical challenge that gives enormous satis
faction to those who meet it. 

Bruce Scofield, the compiler of High Peaks 
of the Northeast: A Peakbagger's Directory and 
Resource Guide . .. , is aware of hikers' am
bivalence towards his sport. He labors at 
justifying it, going so far as to claiming it 
"promotes loss of self-importance and widens 
one's perspective on life" and calling it a 
"unique spiritual activity." No need to be so 
defensive, hikers and peakbaggers have much 
in common-if they will only admit it. 

High Peaks of the Northeast is a useful 
reference volume for both categories of 
mountaineers. There are sections on Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, the Adirondacks, 
and the Catskills. Each discusses regional 
geology, local hiking clubs, land ownership, 
and hiking trails. Next comes a list of all 
mountains over 1,200 meters (3,937 feet) 
with room to fill in climbing date, followed 
by more detail for each peak. 

The Vermont section, twelve pages, lists 
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our seven peaks over 1,200 meters. For each 
we learn the name(s) of the relevant USGS 
quadrangle(s), the best maps to use, where 
the access or trailhead is located, and which 
trail(s) to follow. A general "Comments" area 
provides minimal information. This volume 
does not replace standard guidebooks, such 
as The Guide Book of the Long Trail, and must 
be used in conjunction with them and the 
standard road atlases. 

Maps and photographs are somewhat 
blurry. Northern Cartographic of Vermont, a 
major local map producer and dealer, is not 
listed among sources for maps. 

HIGH PEAKS 
of the 
NORTHEAST 

- Reidun D. Nuquist 

High Peaks of 
the Northeast is 
available in the 
GMC Bookstore 
and Pack Basket 
on page 16. 

A Hiker's Best Friend 

M friend Cubby died. 1 miss him. 
Put aside the issue of dogs on the 
trail. Anyone who has been loved 

by a loyal and devoted dog can understand 
my feelings of loss and loneliness. Those who 
have not shared love, happiness, good times 
and bad times with a dog may not under
stand how I can mourn for Cub. I pity them. 
For twelve years, Cubby and I were best of 
pals. Now I have only memories of my 
lovable companion. He was a truly devoted 
friend. 

Cub always wanted to go wherever I went. 
I remember the looks and comments of many 
hikers who at first sight of Cub on a moun
tain trail thought they had met a real black 
bear. As Cub aged, his long hikes ceased and 
he became an almost constant companion, 
riding on his custom built bed in the back of 
his pickup truck. He often visited the GMC 
office with me. I miss my friend. 

Occasionally, I have been asked for my 
opinion about outdoor gear and equipment. 
I am not an equipment and technology freak. 
While I generally believe that buying the best 

you can afford will prove to be the best and 
cheapest way in the long run, I have yet to 
pay much over $100 for footwear. If the foot
ing is wet, I like rubber pacs. The rest of the 
time, I wear leather or Gore-Tex field boots. 
When it is cold, I wear mostly wool. When it 
rains, I wear rubber or coated nylon. The 
only Gore-Tex I own are the boots. 

I backpack with an external-frame Jan 
Sport pack, but I did buy a large, expensive 
Dana internal-frame pack last year. It worked 
well carrying lumber up Belvidere Mountain, 
although Mr. Dana would probably say that 
loading his packs with lumber is not a recom
mended use. I have a nylon jacket from 
Vermont Voyageur that I like. They make 
high-quality outdoor clothing and gear. 
I am presently trying one of their low-impact 
sleeping systems consisting of a hammock 
and tarp. I use a backpacking stove when 
hiking. Campfires sound traditional and 
romantic, but when you are hungry they are 
a pain. They are also high impact and the 
GMC discourages them. 

Recently, I helped Hal Leyshan lead an 

Elderhostel trip into the Adirondacks. The 
eleven participants ranged in age from sixty 
to seventy-six. Their experience ranged from 
one person with a lifetime in the outdoors to 
another person who put his backpack on for 
the first time in the parking lot. Another par
ticipant had never seen or heard of Bl.ACK 
FLIES (he is now better educated.). 

Seventy-six-year-old Alan Waterman (our 
own Guy's brother) led the more adventurous 
half of the group up Saddleback Mountain 
one clear day. We were rewarded with spec
tacular views. I recommend the Elderhostel 
program for those of you who are old 

enough. The people 
were vibrant, intelli
gent, and interested in 
learning. 

Well, the bugs are 
about gone, the days 
are cooler, and the 
leaves are about to 
turn, so get out there 
and hike! 

- Old RidgeRunner 
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WORCESTER 

The Worcester Section is alive 
and well. It is centered in Worces
ter, Massachusetts (not to be 
confused with the town of Worces
ter, Vennont). Many of our hiking 
and social activities take place in 
central Massachusetts 

We maintain the LT from Kelley 
Stand Road to the Winhall River 
Bridge, as well as the side trails in 
the Stratton Pond area. Our work 
parties are open to all. We have sev
eral At-large members who regularly 
join our work parties. If you're in
terested in learning more about the 
Worcester Section's trail programs, 
call our Trails and Shelter Chair 
Steve Crowe at (508) 892-9942. 

The traditional New Year's Day 
President's Open House, at Cedar 
Meadow Pond Camp, hosted by 
john and Florence Church, marked 
the beginning of the year for the 
Worcester Section. Winter events 
included cross-country skiing and a 
new event, "Windblown," a week
end ski trip. Spring brought a series 
of events, including a tri-state hike 
- participants hiked in Massachu
setts, Connecticut and Rhode Island 
in a single af temoon. 

We kicked off the summer sea
son with the popular "Strawberry 
Social." Many Worcester Section 
members are participating in a 
series of hikes that will cover 
Massachusetts' Midstate Trail. The 
Midstate traverses central Massa
chusetts from Rhode Island to New 
Hampshire. Throughout the sum
mer GMC members gather on 
Tuesday evenings at Cedar Meadow 

S E C T 0 N N E W S 

Pond Camp for swimming and pic
nicking. 

The Worcester Section is look
ing for new members. For more 
infonnation on the Worcester Sec
tion call Membership Coordinator 
Robert Stewart at (508) 799-7242 . 

NEW YORK 
Can you imagine, a bear in Bear 

Mountain? The bear confronted our 
own Carl Lowenstein at our water
front last year. A photo was taken of 
the bear stepping into the compost 
heap. The bear has not been 
seen since. 

john Witherspoon, who has 
done a magnificent job managing 
trail clearance for many years, is 
moving to Bennuda. His long years 
of hard work are greatly appreci
ated. Our members often met him 
in the woods clearing the trails. Val 
Cutajar, who is equally terrific, is 
replacing him. 

Our members were not able to 
do much hiking this winter, but I 
hear there were quite a few skiers 
on Lake Tiorati. Last spring there 
were three fires in Harriman State 
Park. Fortunately, the wet weather 
kept the trees from burning 

We are working to save Sterling 
Forest from developers. We are 
supporting the passage of HR-2741 
and S-1683 in the House of Repre
sentatives and Senate respectively. 
The passage of this legislation will 
give the Palisades Interstate Park 
Commission the authority to 
purchase the land. 

- Ruth Freedman 

OTTAUQUECHEE 
The crowning achievement of 

the spring season was a spectacular 
ascent of Camel's Hump the Sun
day of the GMC Annual Meeting. 
Participants reported nearly unlim
ited visibility over Lake Champlain 
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Basin with Giant and Rocky Peaks 
in the Adirondacks towering in their 
glory. 

It was a fitting climax to a very 
late season occasioned by the long, 
hard winter. Section outings provid
ing a transition between seasons 
featured back road rambles. One on 
foot led by Virginia Webb mean
dered for nine miles along the town 
line of Barnard and Pomfret. The 
old cemetery next to a schoolhouse 
in East Barnard, where we lunched 
among generations of early settlers, 
provided a taste of history. 

In late April, we celebrated the 
first wann spring day with a 
twenty-eight-mile bicycle loop 
around Lakes Morey and Fairlee. 
Despite the balmy weather, a thin 
layer of ice covered Lake Fairlee. 
We particularly enjoyed the back 
roads around Blood Brook country 
referred to in the writings of natu
ralist Ted Levin who lives there. 

Dick Broussard and Herb 
Schlosser recently led a fifty-mile 
pedal from Woodsville to Franconia 
Notch in New Hampshire. More 
recently Broussard did five hundred 
miles in five days from Buffalo to 
Plattsburgh, New York. 

Canoeists also had their days, 
including a daylong paddle on the 
Connecticut River from the 
Comerford Dam. This is one of 
many recreational facilities main
tained by the New England Power 
Company. The immense reservoir 
created by the dam made us wonder 
what life was like before the big 
hydro project. Shades of ''Where the 
Rivers Flow North?" 

-Ed Janeway 

EDGCOMBD 
DESIGN 
GROUP 

Make Your Membership 
Discount Pay! 

Buy Books From GMC ... 

ENVIRONMENTALLY oEN&mVE PLANNING 
ARCHITECTURE (]J lN'IBRIOR D~IGN 

Jeff Schoellkopf & Jim Edgcomb 
Architects 

RR 1 Box 113 Airport Rd 
Warren Vermont 05674 

Tele 802 496 2165 Fax 802 496 2166 

I ., 
Delightful country Inns are organized 10 offer point to 
polnl hiking along Vcnnpn~s Long Tn.Il as well as 
other scenic 1raUs and byways . Cha.rmlng 
accomodalions and excellent cuisine await al each 
day's end. CusLOm planned, sell guided lours and 
small, leader guided trips are avalbble. Come, cxptd
ence the maglc of Vermont. For lnformallon contacc 

Country Inns Along the Trail 
RR 3, Box 3115 • Brandon, vr 05733 

(802) 247-3300 or Fax (802) 247~851 

Order from over 75 trail and nature 
guides and outdoor recreation titles for 
the Northeast. Use the mail order form 
on page 16 or write or call the GMC: 
Route 100, RR 1Box650, Waterbury 
Center, Vermont 05677; (802) 244-7037. 

We take you where you 
want to go! 
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• Calendar, continued from page 20 

around Sterling Pond, return via Long Trail. 
Difficult, 7 miles. Nancy Schulz, (802) 
223-7035. 

10/15: Styles Peak. Bennington, Killington and 
Manchester Sections. Moderate hike. Geoff 
and Brenda Brown, (802) 824-3673. 

10/16: Ampersand Mountain, Adirondacks. 
Bread Loaf Section. Moderate, 6-mile hike. 
Jim and Maija Murray, (802) 623-8791. 

10/23: Hike Old Shrewsbury Road to Ply
mouth Road. Killington Section. Visit scenic 
abandoned neighborhood on old roads. Easy, 
4-5 miles. Bernie Donahue, (802) 773-7462. 

10/30: Halloween PicnidSurprise Hike. Bread 
Loaf Section. Costumes optional. Register by 
October 27 for chili lunch. Bring own drinks, 
utensils. Janet Miller, (802) 388-3312 or Judi 
Bradley, (802) 388-1413. 

10/6: Hike Galick Preserve, West Haven. 
Killington Section. Scenic fields, forest over
looking Lake Champlain's southern end. 
Moderate, 3-4 miles. Wally Rogers, 
(802) 468-3210. 

10/13: Ramble Around Rutland. Killington 
Section. Walk from Main St. Park and visit 
less-traveled neighborhoods. Easy, 3-4 miles. 
Roma and Al Pulling, (802) 773-6997. 
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TRAILS AND SHELTERS - VOLUTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

join the GMC in maintaining trails and shelters. All abilities are welcome. Give these leaders a call 
for a fun and interesting day of trail worh! 
September - October 15: long Trail Patrol. Monday through Friday. GMC Director of 

Field Programs Lars Botzojoms or Southern Field Assistant Dave Hardy, (802) 244-7037. 
9/16: Massachusetts Border Trail Clearing. Brush out LT south of Seth Warner Shelter. 

Southern Field Assistant Dave Hardy, GMC Headquarters, (802) 244-7037. 
9/17: Shelter Work Hike. Burlington Section. Dana Baron, (802) 878-6773 or Herm 

Hoffman, (802) 893-2433. 
9/17: Smuggler's Notch Work Hike. Montpelier Section. Bring lunch, water, work gloves 

and clothes, and tools. Eric Seidel, (802) 223-1406. 
9/25: Smuggler's Notch Work Hike. Montpelier Section. Bring lunch, water, work gloves 

and clothes, and tools. Eric Seidel, (802) 223-1406. 
9/26: Glastenbury Trail Clearing. Brush out LT north of Route 9. Southern Field Assistant 

Dave Hardy, GMC Headquarters, (802) 244-7037. 
10/22: Trail Clearing on Norske Ski Trail. Bread Loaf Section. Easy walking, bring lunch 

and a tool. Carol and Dave Smith, (802) 388-2897. 
10/30: Work Party. Killington Section. Relocate short piece of trail between Cold River 

Roads in Shrewsbury. Easy, 2 miles. Sue Carey, (802) 446-2830. 

GMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

All members are welcome to attend GMC Board of Directors meetings at the GMC Headquar
ters in Waterbury Center. They will be held on September 24, 1994, January 21, 1995, 
March 25, 1995 and June 3, 1995 (The date and location for this meeting is tentative.). 
Coffee and donuts are served at 9:00 am and the meeting begins at 9:30. 

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING WORKSHOP with 

LISA FORSTER BEACH (Oct. 21-23) iV}-
Lisa will focus on landscape painting in the "' _ 
beautiful Stowe area. Demonstrations, painting 
time and critiques are suited to all levels of 
experience 

GREEN MOUNTAIN INN 

SPECIAL INTEREST PROGRAMS COUNTRY CRAFTS WEEKEND 
(Oct. 28-30, Dec. 2-4) 

Learn a new skill or improve an existing one by participat
ing in our GMI Special Interest Programs taught by local 
professionals who have experience in leading enlightening 
and fun sessions. 

FOLIAGE HIKING TOUR (Sept. 16-18) 
Join our guides on area hikes (including the Long Trail, 
of course!) and enjoy the spectacular array of Fall colours. 

AUTUMN CANOE TOUR (Sept. 9-11) 
A unique way to tour this lovely area with certified 
canoe instructors. Paddle the Lamoille River under 
the shadow of Mt. Mansfield and the remote Green 
River Reservoir surrounded by Fall colours. 

~ 
~ 

Learn stenciling, wreath-making & vine ball 
decorating. 

BEER & BREWERS WEEKEND (Nov. 11-13) 
Tom Ayers, owner of Something's Brewing and Master 
Beer Judge, will teach the basics of home beermaking, 
fermentation and bottling in a four-hour session. The 
Brewer's Banquet will follow in the Whip Bar & Grill 
on Saturday night. 

For more information or to register for a program, 
please call 800-STOWE INN 

Main Street, Stowe, Vermont 
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GMC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

We hope you enjoy this expanded 
listing of GMC events. Please 
remember to call trip leaders for 

details on each outing. Be prepared and bring 
proper clothing, food, and water. Some Sec
tion schedules were not available at the time 
of publication. For a complete listing of all 
GMC-sponsored events, send a SASE to: 
The Green Mountain Club, RR 1, Box 650, 
Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 
or call (802) 244-7037. 

9/17: Hike the Healdville Trail, Okemo 
Mountain. Bennington, Killington and 
Manchester Sections. Moderate, 5.8 miles. 
Carol Wright, (802) 824-5589. 

9/17 & 18: Black Gum Swamp Hike, 
Vernon. Brattleboro Section. Hans Weltz, 
(802) 254-4293. 

9/17: Mt. Defiance Bike/Hike. Bread Loaf 
Section. Bicycle to Mt. Defiance from Shore
ham Village, hike up the mountain. Jim and 
Maija Murray, (802) 623-8791. 

9/17: Mountain Bike Trip. Ottauquechee 
Section. Trails nonh of Corbin Park near 
Meriden, New Hampshire. Harry Temple, 
(802) 263-5748. 

9/18: Fall Photography Excursion. Benning
ton Section. Wildlife photography tips. 
Bring camera, film. Pre-register one week in 
advance. Jane Alvarado, (802) 447-2253. 

9/18: Moderate Mystery Hike. Burlington 
Section. Carol Hignite, (802) 860-1530. 

9/18: Mt. Pisgah/Mt. Hor. Montpelier Section. 
Moderate to difficult, 7 or 9.8 mile hike. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

9/24: Mt. Abraham Hike. Killington Section. 
Hike up Batte!! Trail, return via Long Trail. 
Difficult, 6. 7 miles. Sue Thomas, (802) 
773-2185. 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
Route 100, RR 1 Box 650 
Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 
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9/24: Long Trail Hike: Route 103 to Upper 
Road. Bread Loaf Section. Moderate, 4.4 
miles. Guy and Susan Wallis, (802) 
453-5600. 

9/24: New Killington/Pico Long Trail Route. 
Ottauquechee Section. Explore proposed LT 
route north of Route 4. Don Whitney, (802) 
886-2863. 

9/25: Hike Stowe Pinnacle to Mount Hunger. 
Sterling and Burlington Sections. Difficult. 
Rhoda Bedell and Leon Whitcomb, (802) 
888-7716. 

9125: Family Hike to Little Rock Pond. 
Bennington and Manchester Sections. Easy, 
early foliage hike. Lee Krohn, (802) 
362-7949. 

10/1: Bike Tour, Townshend, Grafton. 
Brattleboro Section. Joe Cook, (802) 
257-6571. 

10/1: Hike Snake Mountain. Bread Loaf 
Section. Ella Johnson, (802) 759-2406. 

10/1: LT Hike: Corliss Camp to Ritterbush 
Camp. Laraway Section. Connie Plunkett, 
(802) 893-6663. 

10/1: Hike Tongue Mountain, Lake George, 
New York. Killington Section. Difficult 

Glastenbwy Camp, Summer 1933. 

KENNETH J, HERTZ 
6 INTERVALE ROAD 

SUDBURY, HA 01776 

HERTWJ 

13-mile or moderate 5-mile loop. Unda 
Pellerin, (802) 773-7779. Rain date, 10/2. 

10/1: From Pond to Peak. Montpelier Sec
tion. Hike from Lake Mansfield Trout Club 
to Mt. Mansfield summit. Difficult, 14 miles. 
Nancy Schulz, (802) 223-7035. 

10/2: Algonquin and Iroquois, 
Adirondacks. Burlington Section. Difficult, 
10-mile hike. Herm Hoffman, (802) 
893-2433. 

10/8: Climb Mt. Equinox. Bread Loaf Section. 
Ascend Beartown Notch Trail, descend Burr 
and Burton Trail. Moderate, 6.6 miles. Pirk 
and Dot Pirkanen, (802) 453-3966. 

10/8: Little River State Park Hike, Water
bury. Laraway Section. Explore old roads, 
cellar holes, and cemeteries. Easy. Eunice 
Yonkers, (802) 524-6226. 

10/8: Hike Mt. Equinox. Bennington and 
Manchester Sections with Manchester 
Historical Society. Moderate. Bob West, 
(802) 362-1577 or (802) 362-3673. 

10/8: Road Walk, Maple Comers, Calais. 
Montpelier Section. Easy, 4 miles. Bring 
picnic lunch. Joan Heller and Betty 
Moskowitz, (802) 223-1874. 

10/8: LT Hike: Smuggler's Notch to 
Johnson. Sterling Section. Bob Undemann, 
(802) 229-2062. 

10/9: First Annual Senior Shuffie. Killington 
Section. Easy, 3-4 miles. Roma and Al Pull
ing, (802) 773-6997. 

10/10: Hike Stratton Mountain. Bennington 
Section. David or Louise Lloyd Prescott, 
(802) 442-3671. 

10/15: Sterling Pond Loop. Montpelier Sec
tion. Hike up Elephant's Head Trail, loop 

Continued page 19 
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