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STATE OF VERMONT 
PURCHASES 

BEAVER MEADOW 
PARCEL 

Six Miles of Hiking 
Trails Protected 

The State ofVermont acquired 2,983 acres 
of remote mountain and forest land in 
Morristown in December, bringing to a suc
cessful conclusion its years of efforts to pro
tect the parcel. 

The expansive area, known locally as "Bea
ver Meadow," is a spectacular addition to the 
Mt. Mansfield State Forest. The parcel in
cludes 2.3 miles of the Long Trail corridor, 
4.1 miles of side trails (the Chilcoat, White
face, and Beaver Meadow Trails), the Cata
mount cross-country ski trail and Beaver 
Meadow Lodge, built in 1947 by GM C's Ster
ling Section. 

T he distinctive Beaver Meadow, a large 
beaver-created wetland which gave the prop
erty irs name, lies in a mountain bowl, or cir
que, at 2,200 feet. From there the surround
ing summits of the Sterl ing Range can be seen: 
Madonna Peak (3,668') , Morse Mountain 
(3,486') and Whiteface Mountain (3,715'). 
The land provides good habitat for bear, 
moose, beaver and other wildlife. 

Acquisition of this property was first dis
cussed by the State in 1978 and it ranked at the 
top of the State's acquisition priority list for 
several years. Earlier attempts to purchase the 
land from the owner, an out-of-state investor, 
fell through at the last minute. Rcporredly, 
previous owners of rhe property once had 
plans to develop the land for alpine skiing and 
second homes. 

~ecember's closing was successfully ne
gotiated on behalf of the state by Robert Klein 

Continued on page 14 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PURCHASES 
HOME IN THE STOWE AREA 

Today, the Green Mountain Club and the 
outdoor community can enjoy the sweet smell 
of success! At its January meeting, the GMC 
Board of Directors exercised the Club's op
tion to purchase the "1836 May Farm" on 
Route 100 between Waterbury and Stowe. 
When all was signed and done, the Club 
owned its first headquarters in its 82 year his
tory. 

An outpouring of support from GMC 
members and friends preceded the Board 
meeting, as the Facilities Committee strove to 
meetthe option deadline ofJanuary 31. When 
the checks were totaled the evening before the 
meeting, contributions numbered 321 and 
money raised exceeded the $85,000 goal set 
by the Board by several thousand dollars. 

From its founding in 1910, the Green 
Mountain Club has dedicated its energies and 
resources to the preservation and protection 
of the paths, trails and shelters that make up 
Vermont's famous Long Trail System. In 
1990, recognizing the need for a 'center' that 
w,ould encourage broad public awareness of 
Vermont's natural and recreational resources, 
the Club developed a plan to acquire a facility 
that would serve as the GMC Headquarters 
and as an informational and educational re
source for the outdoor and hiking commu
nity. 

The search for this ideal site took a year. 
Following an overwhelming approval of the 
May Farm site by the GMC Board ofDirec

Continued on page 3 

The sign says it all: Future home of the GMC! The Club's new home consists of three buildings on five acres 
of land on Rte. 100 in Waterbury Center, Vermont. This building will serve as a seasonal hiker information 
center and base of operations for the GMC field staff A small office building nearby will house the permanent 
staff 
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NOTICE &.. REMINDERS 
Moving Day for the CiMC 

A late March moving day is anticipated for 
the Club's relocation to the its new headquar
ters on Route 100 in Waterbmy Center, Ver
mont. Please call the office in Montpelier for 
details on the exact date. Once the Club has 
moved, its new address and telephone num
ber will be: 

Green Mountain Club 
RR 1, Box 650, Rte. 100 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
(802) 244-7037 

Bookstore and 
Yackbasket Changes 

A new book, Vermont Wilds: A Focus on Pres
ervation, is being offered in the Bookstore with 
this issue. The book, which is only available in 
hardcover, is reviewed by Reidun Nuquist on 
Page 19. 

Also available for the first time through the 
Bookstore is the ability to charge your pur
chases to your Visa or Mastercard. A $10 mini
mum order is required for a charge. 

LT Management Plan 
The GMC Trail Management Committee 

is preparing an update to replace 1983's Long 
Trail System Management Plan. The docu
ment will address the various issues involved 
in oversight of the Long Trail and its side trails, 
facilities and corridor. 

The committee will meet on March 17 at 9 

NEW ENGLAND 
TRAIL CONFERENCE 

TO MEET 
The 76th annual meeting of the New En

gland Trail Conference will be held on Satur
day, April 4, 1992, at Holyoke Community 
College, Holyoke, Massachusetts. The theme 
for this year's meeting is "Enjoying Our 
Trails." The morning program will have trail 
reports by the member clubs, and a talk on 
search and rescue. The afternoon session will 
have three workshops. They will be ' N ew 
Techniques in T rail Maintenance ""Planning 
and Leading a Kid's Hike" and 'Enjoying 
Trail in Winter." The closing program will 
feature a slide show entitled "Kiwi Rambles -
Hiking and Biking Down U nder." A program 
and additional information will be available 
March 1 from Forrest E. House, 33 Knoll
wood Drive, East Longmeadow, MA 01028 
( 413) 525-7052. 

a.m. at :he state Dept. of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation's conference room in Waterbury 
to consider a revised draft of rhe plan. 

Anyone interested in reviewing this draft 
document is invited co attend the committee 
meeting. To obtain a copy, contact GMC Di
rector of Field Programs Robert Freis at the 
Club's headquarters. 

Hiking Partners and Shuttles 
With the 1992 hiking season almost upon 

us, the GMC is once again keeping a list of 
people who are seeking hiking partners. Send 
us your name, address and a rough itinerary 
and we'll tell others to contact you if your 
schedules match. 

We would also like to continue to offer the 
names of Club members who would like to 
shuttle hikers to and from the trailhead. Please 
contact us if you can offer such services (let us 
know if you expect gas money, or more, for 
your efforts and we'll be sure to pass the infor
mation on). 

Nominations Sought 
If you are interested in serving a term on 

the GMC Board of Director as an at-large 
member, please contact Ben Davis, Chair, 
Nominating Committee, at the address be
low. Appointments will be made at the Club's 
Annual Meeting on June 6. Nominations are 
also being sought for Honorary Life Mem
bership. Ben can be reached at RR #1, Box 
2630, East Hardwick, VT 05836. 

Long Trail News Spring 1992 



NEW HOME Continued from page 1 

tors on June 1, 1991, and a tremendous act of 
generosity by the owners of the property, Ted 
and Anne Herrick of Stowe, the Club set out 
to raise the initial $85,000 for downpayment, 
moving and renovation costs. Many volun
teers gave generously of their time in this ef
fort; indeed the project would not have suc
ceeded without them. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING FEATURES 
HISTORIC SIGNING 

The new GMC Headquarters is central to 
volunteers and state offices and will provide 
heightened public awareness of Club pro
grams and room for expansion. Additionally, 
the new location provides needed retail space, 
education and conference spaces and room to 
accommodate the Club's extensive trail and 
shelter maintenance programs. The May 
Farm site even has a view of over 50 miles of 
the Long Trail! 

The GMC's work is far from done! We 
must now proceed with moving the offices 
and field programs to the new headquarters in 
time for this summer season. We will con
tinue our campaign effort to raise funds to 
"burn" the remaining $150,000 mortgage. The 
GMC will be reaching out for the public's continued 
support. 

Green Mountain Club President Kimball 
Simpson's historic signing of agreements to 
purchase the 1836 May Farm, the future head
quarters and permanent home for the Green 
Mountain Club, highlighted the January 
meeting of the Club's Board of Directors. The 
signing followed an announcement by Facil
ity Committee Co-Chair, Eric Chittenden, 
that the initial fundraising goal of$85,000 had 
been reached and surpassed. 

The Board of Directors also covered the 
following issues: 

•Review of the Budget and Finance 
Committee's draft FY93 budget for GMC op
erations and the Long Trail Protection Fund. 
Final approval for the 1993 budget will occur 
at the March 21st board meeting. 

•New Director of Field Programs Robert 
Freis announced the Club's plans to bring 
back the Long Trail Patrol in 1992. The "new" 
Patrol will be made up of three crews (see 
article elsewhere in this issue). 

•Approval was given to the Laraway Sec-

tion to reopen the original Long Trail route 
up the south side of Laraway Mountain. Mi
nor brushing and treadwork, as well as blazing 
and signing, will be completed prior to open
ing the route in 1992. 

•A Fund raising Committee was estab
lished to develop a plan and coordinate the 
Club's overall fundraising activities. The 
GMC is now actively raising funds in three 
separate areas, the Long Trail Protection 
Fund, the Operating Fund and the new Facil
ity Fund. The Committee will be chaired by 
Doug Lombard. 

•GMC President Simpson appointed a 
Nominating Committee for next year's 
at-large director openings, honorary life 
memberships and officers for the Board of 
Directors. The Committee is made up ofBen 
Davis, Chair, Smith Edwards and Anne 
Hoover. 

The next Board of Directors meeting is 
scheduled for March 21 , 1992 at the new 
GMC headquarters in Waterbury Center. 

The new Green Mountain Club Head
quarters is a proud achievement for everyone 
interested in conserving Vermont's natural 
and recreational resources. It surely stands 
alongside other milestones in the GMC's 82 
year legacy. This accomplishment puts the 
Club in a position to carry out its vital mission 
into the 21st century and beyond. As the up
coming hiking season approaches, and the 
GMC occupies its new home, the staff and 
volunteers invite you to visit and see first hand 
what this extraordinary effort by hundreds of 
people has achieved. 

LETIIRS TO THE EDITOR 

Eric Chittenden 
GMC Director 

To the Editor: 
I am writing to thank all of the GMC 

members and friends who supported the 
"Save the Long Trail" Hike-A-Thon. All of 
you who participated as a leader, hiker or 
sponsor contributed to the success of this bi
centennial event. 

Staff and volunteer organizers did their 
best to ensure that those who earned them 
received thank-you prizes. If you qualified for 
a prize, but have not yet received it, please 
contact the Green Mountain Club immedi
ately. In some cases, it was difficult to deter
mine if a hiker was eligible for the 
"End-to-End" map set for having all pledges 

EASTERN ADVERTISING 
NOVEL TV, INC. 

"We'll Put Your Name and Logo on Almost Anything" 

Cups . Mugs . Glassware . Bumper Stickers· Decals· Jackets · Hats Shirts 
Patches . Bags . Binders . Pens . Desk Accessories . Flags · Luggage · Ties 

Long Trail News 

· And Much More!· 

Spring 1992 

For more information and a FREE catalog, call 

John Barber 
Toll Free 1-800-828-5603 

1199 Sumner Ave. Springfield, MA 01118 

turned in on the day of the hike. 
By all measures, the Hike-A-Thon was a 

great success. With your help, the Long Trail 
will be protected for future generations. 

Sincerely, 

To The Editor: 

Kathleen M . Donaghue 
Westboro, MA 

Perhaps your readers would be interested 
in a project which my husband and I have 
recently completed. Over a period of several 
years, we have photographed all the shelters 
on the Long Trail and side trails, and mounted 
the pictures on a map with numbers indicat
ing where each shelter is located on the Trail. 

Our first step was to acquire a very large 
map of the state, 67 1/2" x 42". We had some 
shelter pictures taken when we hiked the Trail 
- completed end to end in September 1984 -
but now started hiking to the remaining ones. 
Our map includes several pictures of shelters 
no longer standing, like Bromley and Tama
rack, as well as one of our newest - Corliss 
Camp - for a total of71 shelters. 

While hiking to the shelters, we utilized 
several side trails that were new to us, and that 
has inspired a new project: completing as 
many side trails as possible. 

Happy Hiking! 
Roma Pulling 

Rutland, VT 
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CLUB RECEIVES 
MATCHING GlfT 

APPROVAL FROM 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 

The Green Mountain Club recently re
ceived notification that we have been ap
proved for General Electric's "More 
Gifts ... More Givers" matching gift program. 
Contributions to the GMC by GE directors, 
employees and retirees will now be matched 
dollar-for-dollar by General Electric (Note: 
membership dues are not eligible). Matching 
gift programs help your donations do twice as 
much! 

The terms of our GE approval state that we 
must receive at least five gifts totalling $1,000 
in the next year. We hope to see lots of partici
pation by GMC members with connections 
to GE. To find out how to participate in the 
"More Gifts ... More Givers" program, please 
feel free to contact us here at the GMC office 
or speak to someone at your GE Employee 
Relations office. 

Several GMC'ers put a lot of time into the 
Club's effort to be approved by GE. Donald 
Shildneck, Tim Welch and George Fischer 
provided invaluable assistance by initiating 
and guiding our application through the ap
propriate GE offices. They deserve a huge 
round of applause for all their work. Thank 
you! 

STAFF NEWS 
AND NOTES 

Katherine Borchert, Executive Assistant, 
left the Green Mountain Club in December 
after working for the Club for over three years. 
Those of us who arrived recently have con
sidered her "the expert on everything," and 
can't begin to express our appreciation for her 
help and advice. At the Board of Directors 
meeting on January 18, the Board gave 
Katherine a standing ovation and passed a 
resolution thanking her for her years of ser
vice to the Club. We'll miss her assistance, her 
composure, and her sense of humor. Thank 
you, Katherine, and good luck in your new 
position of Research Associate with the Ver
mont League of Cities and Towns! 

Bookkeeper Lisa Hughes, who joined the 
GMC staff early last year, has been promoted 
to Business Manager and now works full-time 
at the Club. Lisa is an active hiker, skier, 
ranger/ naturalist volunteer and Shelter 
Adopter when she isn't behind her desk at the 
GMC. 

4 

PRESIDENT'S MEsSAGE 
Although it is still winter, the 1992 field 

season will be starting soon. Next month, 
Robert Freis, our new Director of Field Pro
grams, will begi.n interviewing and hiring sea
sonal employees. In early May, the field sea
son will open and continue thro ugh 
mid-October. Memorial Day will usher in the 
busiest part of our season; Labor Day will 
markhs ebb. 

The field programs are an extremely im
portant part of the Club's operations. The rea
son the GMC exists is to keep the Long Trail 
and its associated side trails open, maintained 
and available for use by hikers and other out
door enthusiasts. Our activities include: 

• spring walk throughs by Sections for gen
eral maintenance, 

• trail work by the Long Trail Patrol, and 
• hiker education and resource protection 

by caretakers and ranger/naturalists at 
high-use sites and sensitive alpine areas 
along the Trail. 
This wide range of activities is accom

plished by the efforts of volunteers and staff 
Although some field costs are offset by sup
port from the U.S. Forest Service, the State of 
Vermont, the Mt. Mansfield Company, the 
University of Vermont, several of the Club's 
Sections and other ski areas, there is still a 
significant cost that is paid directly by the 
Club's operating funds. 

This cost became difficult for the Club to 
bear in 1991 and we were forced to eliminate 
the Long Trail Patrol and cut back our other 
field programs to balance the Club's budget. 
Although painful, the crisis forced the Club to 
take a hard look at how we fund our field 
programs. One of the major conclusions from 
this analysis was that the Club must be more 
aggressive about obtaining funding and other 
types of assistance from public and private 

group and agencies that directly benefit from 
our field programs. 

We have met with initial success in this 
area'. The Club is developing a program .to 
obtam small contrihucions from compames 
that are supported by hikers. A trail adopter 
program has been inaugurated by the Trails 
and Shelters Committee (see article on the 
program elsewhere in this issue) . We plan to 

send out a general solicitation to our mem
bers in March which will specifically request 
donations to support our field programs. 

I hope that those of you who wish to ac
tively support our field programs will respond 
as generously as you can to this solicitation. 

Despite last year's field program cutbacks, 
we are in a good position for 1992 and are 
even planning for more activity in some areas 
of our program. We expect to have three Long 
Trail Patrols, to begin reducing the backlog of 
trail maintenance projects. We plan to main
tain our caretaker and ranger-naturalist pro
grams at the 1991 levels. And, we will con
tinue to actively seek additional funding 
sources for our field programs. 

I believe that the 1992 field season will be 
very successful. I welcome the involvement 
of all Club members. 

Kimball Simpson 

ORTtlldGflT 
STUDIO PRESS, INC. 
BARRE, VT 05641 802-4 79-0565 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
AUGUST 22-30 IS INTERSECTIONAL 1992 

first Annual GMC Volunteers Hike to be Held 
Intersectional will return to Camp 

Ondawa in Sunderland, Vermont this sum
mer. The Camp is an ideal site to spend a 
week enjoying the Vermont outdoors - it is 
just a few miles from the Long Trail and 
Mount Equinox and is close to Lye Brook 
Falls. There will be hiking and other activities 
during the day, special evening programs and 
much more. 

An addition to the program this year is the 
First Annual GMC Volunteers Hike. The 
hike will bring GMC volunteers together to 
meet with each other on an informal basis, 
outside of the usual committee and board 
meetings. Section officers, Board members 
and GMC or Section Committee members 
are especially encouraged to come. The hike 
promises to be a good chance to exchange 
ideas with people who have experience in 
other areas of the Club. If you have been 
thinking about getting more actively involved 
with the Club on a volunteer basis, the hike 
will also be a chance to meet with people who 
currently volunteer with the GMC. 

The Volunteers Hike will be held on Sun-

Explore the 
Mountains 
of Vermont 
with GMC 
Books 

day, August 23, 1992. Please join us for the 
hike or plan on coming up for the evening 
program on Saturday, August 22 and spend
ing the night. 

For those of you who are new to Inter
sectional, it is an annual week-long event at 
the end of August, open to all GMC members 
and any interested hikers. You do not have to 
be a Section member to attend - you don't 
even have to be a member of the GMC. 

The GMC usually rents a summer camp 
for the week to provide participants the op
portunity to camp or stay in a cabin. Others 
choose to stay in a local motel or bed and 
breakfast. You can join in just for a hike and 
meet at a trailhead. You can also come for any 
of the special events that are held during the 
week. 

Come for a day, an evening, a weekend or 
all week, but don't miss out! 

Complete registration information will be 
published in the next Long Trail News. For 
more information, or to volunteer as a hike 
leader, contact: Sue Carey, RR 1, Box 390, 
Wallingford, VT 05773. 

Green Mountain Adventure, 
Vermont's Long Trail- By Jane and 
Will Curtis. A pictorial history of the 
first 75 years of the GMC and the 
Long Trail, Green Mountain Adventure 
is lavishly illustrated with many rare, 
old, and hitherto unpublished 
photographs and full of colorful 
anecdotes from days gone by in the 
Green Mountains. 

Day Hiker's Guide to 
Vermont - A companion 
volume to the Guide Book 
of the Long Trail, this guide 
describes more than 150 
short hikes throughout 
the state. Trail descrip
tions, 30 color topo
graphic maps, hiking 
suggestions and helpful 
hints all included. 

Guide Book of the Long Trail 
- Complete descriptions of 
the Long Trail, its side trails 
and the Vermont section of 
the Appalachian Trail. 
Included in the pocket-sized 
guide are 16 color topographic 
maps including two special 
fold-out maps, shelter 
descriptions, camping and fire 
guidelines and much more! 

To order GMC books, see the GMC Book Store and Pack Basket at the center of this issue. 
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THIRTY YEARS 
YOUNG 

The 30th anniversary of a long-distance 
trail neighbor to the west, the Finger Lakes 
Trail, will be celebrated by the Finger Lakes 
Trail Conference June 19 - 22, 1992. The 
festivities, including lectures, workshops, 
hikes and tours, will occur at Ithaca College, 
Ithaca, New York. 

The original idea for the Finger Lakes Trail 
goes back to the summer of 1961 when 
Wallace D. Wood, of Rochester, New York, 
hiked portions of the Long and Appalachian 
Trails in Vermont. He brought the idea of a 
long-distance trail back to New York and a 
year later the first annual meeting of the Fin
ger Lakes Trail Conference was held to pro
mote and coordinate construction of the FLT. 

If you would like more information on the 
anniversary program, contact the Finger Lakes 
Trail Conference, P.O. Box 18048, Roches
ter, NY 14618, (716) 288-7191. 

A WISH LIST FOR 
OUR NEW HOME 
As the GMC prepares to move to its new 

headquarters in Waterbury Center, Vermont, 
a list of needs for the facility has been started. 
Our wish list includes: 

• a wooden conference table and chairs 
• later model office furniture 
• a large capacity coffee maker for crowds 
• a flip chart for meetings 
• a fax machine 
If you are interested in donating any of 

these items to the Club (your donations are 
tax-deductible), please contact the GMC of
fice at P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT, 05601. 
Thank you. 

We give thanks to: 
Miss Ellen B. Russell, of North 

Providence, Rhode Island, for her old 
photograph ofTucker Lodge and hik
ers, Mendon, Vermont. 

Mr. Charles E. Marchant, of 
Townshend, Vermont, for his old 
photographs and postcards, some 
signed by Theron S. Dean. 

Louise Lloyd, of GMC's 
Bennington Section, for her help in 
preparing the brochure on field pro
gram volunteer opportunities that ac
companies this issue of The Long Trail 
News. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 1992 
GMC Headquarters - Blazing a Tran to the 21st Century 

The Annual Meeting of the Green Moun
tain Club will be held at the Friendship Inn at 
Quechee Gorge on Route 4 in Quechee, Ver
mont, on Saturday and Sunday, June 6 and 7. 
The Ottauquechee Section will be hosts. The 
Friendship Inn is close to the part of the Ap
palachian Trail which is maintained by the 
Ottauquechee Section and our hikes and work 
party will take place in this area. 

The theme of the meeting, "GMC Head
quarters - Blazing a Trail to th~ 21st Cen
tury," will celebrate the purchase of a perma
nent headquarters for the GMC. This excit
ing development will focus the Club's activi
ties at a highly visible site on Route 100 at 
Waterbury Center. This annual meeting will 
mark the beginning of a new era for the Club 
as we initiate a wide range of Club activities at 
the GMC Headquarters. 

The 1992 Annual Meeting will provide 
time to make new friends and renew old ac
quaintances. In addition to the meeting, there 
will be hikes on Saturday afternoon and trail 
work on Sunday. An outdoor barbeque will 
be held on Saturday evening. 

Please feel free to pick and choose which 
events you would like to attend. It is not re
quired that you come for the whole weekend. 
Come for the hikes, come for the barbeque, 
or come for the work party, but come. The 
only events which require pre-registration are 
Saturday lunch and dinner and accommoda
tions. 

Registration 
In order to help defray the costs of holding 

the Annual Meeting, there will be a registra
tion fee of $5.00. This will include the coffee 
and muffins on Saturday morning and snacks 
at the afternoon reception. Anyone who feels 
that it is a financial hardship to pay the regis
tration fee can have it waived. 
Accommodations/Meals 

Rooms can be reserved at the Friendship 
Inn and campsites are available at the Quechee 
Gorge State Park directly across the road 
(some of these have leantos) . Pre-registration 
is required for rooms, campsites and Saturday 
lunch and dinner. Muffins and coffee will be 
served prior to the Annual Meeting on Satur
day morning. Breakfast may be purchased at 
the Wildflowers Restaurant at the motel site. 
Babysitting 

Babysitting will be available on Saturday 
for the children of members attending the An
nual Meeting. The charge will be based upon 
the number of people who make use of this 
service; approximately $2.00 per hour per 
child. If you need babysitting services, we will 
need the following information: name, ad
dress, number of children, events during 
which babysitting is needed. Since babysitting 
will be independent of registration, please 
send the above information to Barbara 
Whitman, RR 3, Box 641, West Lebanon, NH 
03784. Requests must be received by May 15. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Reservations for rooms must be made di

rectly wich the Friendship Inn ac Quechee 
Gorge. Be sure to specify chat you are a mem
ber of che Green Mountain Club in order co 
receive a discounted price. Deadline for room 
reservations is May 14, 1992. 
• One double bed, 1 or 2 people $48.00 
• Two double beds, 2 or 4 people $56.00 

Above rates are per room, per night, and 
are subject to 8% Vermont rooms tax. 

Friendship Inn at Quechee Gorge 

Route 4, P. 0. Box Q, 
Quechee, VT 05059 

(800) 732-4376, (800) 295-7600 

Campsites at Quechee Gorge State Park 
should be reserved by May 15. Rates include 
Vermont tax. 
• Campsite with leanto - $14.00 for four, 

$3.50 each additional person 
• Tent Site - $10.00 for four, $2.50 each ad

ditional person 

Campground has running water, flush toi
lets and coin-operated showers. 

Larry Bridge 
Dept. of Forests, Parks, and Recreation 

RR I, Box33 
North Springfield, VT 05150 

or call 802/886-2434, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays only, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
,------------------1 

ANNUAL MEETING 
: RESERVATION FORM : Friday, June 5 

5:00 - 10:00 pm Registration for those staying overnight 

Saturday, June 6 
7:30 - 8:30 am Breakfast may be purchased at the Wildflowers Restaurant 

8:30 - 9:30 am 

9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
12:30 - 1 :30 pm 
1:30 pm 

1:30 pm 

adjoining the motel. 
Registration. Pick up meal tickets and meeting schedule. 
Coffee, tea, and muffins will be served. 
Annual Meeting 
Buffet lunch, served outdoors if weather permits. 
Hike on Mt. Tom in Woodstock. Easy 3 to 4 miles. Ten 
minute drive from motel. 
Hike on Appalachian Trail from Rt. 12 east, about 5 miles 
of moderate hiking; 15 minute drive. 

2:00 - 4:00 pm Board of Directors Meeting 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Reception - hors d'oeuvres and cash bar. 
6:30 - 8:00 pm Barbeque 
8:00 pm Speeches and presentations 

Sunday, June 7 
7:30 - 8:30 am Breakfast may be purchased 
8:30 am - 4:00 pm Trail Work Party on Appalachian Trail between Rt. 12 

north of Woodstock and Long Trail. This is the section 
maintained by the Ottauquechee Section. More details in 
the next issue of The Long Trail News. Bring lunch. 
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I Name(s) I 

I I 
Affili.rion - --------- ---- ------

Address ---------- --- -------

State ____ Z ip ___ Phone (W) ____ (H) ___ _ 

List the names of party members as you want them to appear on 
name tags. Include affiliation (At-large or appropriate Section as this 
will also appear on your name tag) . 

REGISTRATION 
Number of adults 

MEALS 

Saturday, June 6 - Lunch 

Saturday, June 6 - Dinner 

DONATION (optional) 

__ @ $5.00 

@ $ 7.50 

@ $11.00 

TOTAL 

$ 

$ ___ _ 

$ ___ _ 

$ __ _ 
$ __ _ 

I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
l 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Please make checks payable to the Green Mountain Club. I 
Ple~se return to the GMC office on or before May 15, .1992. I 

L Mai~: Gr= Mo:ta~ Club, P.~B..: 889, Montpelier~ 05601 _J 
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A MOUNTAIN OF ARCHIVES 
Well, certainly not a mountain of the same 

scale as Camel's Hump or Mt. Mansfield, but, 
in a figurative sense, the archives of the Green 
Mountain Club are quite mountainous in
deed. 

In 197 4 these archives were transferred to 
the Library of the Vermont Historical Society 
(VHS) to make them more readily available to 
the public and to ensure their storage in a 
secure location under optimum conditions of 
temperature and humidity. Today, there are 
over 12 cubic feet of letters, clippings, bro
chures, pamphlets, memoranda, etc. stored in 
special document boxes. When you consider 
how many hundreds of millions of words are 
included in these various documents you will 
easily comprehend why I have used the 
mountain figure of speech in my title. 

Material included in the archives has come 
from many sources - the GMC office, attics, 
personal collections and even yard sales. The 
papers of Professor Will Monroe had perhaps 

Club volunteer Bill Osgood is working to assess 
and organize the GMC archives at the Vermont 
Historical Society. 

ZIP5TOVE5 
"The hottest little stove on the market." 

·Burns wood, twigs, pine cones, charcoal, etc. 
• No need to carry fuel • Wt. 15 oz. 

·Bolls a qt. of water In 4 minutes 
· Great for backpackers, scouts, campers, 
hunters ... anyone who cooks In the woods 
• Hottest, fastest, safest • Free brochure 

· 2 year warranty • $36.50 ppd. 

Dealer Inquiries welcome 
G.H. Enterprises 

47 N. Mill St., P.O. Box 2 
St. Clair, PA 17970 (717) 429-2578 
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the most unusual arrival. Monroe, builder of 
the Skyline section of Long Trail south of 
Camel's Hump, was known for owning, and 
pampering, a multitude of dogs. When his 
papers arrived at the VHS Library, they came 
in a wooden box. Not a regular box, but a 
casket prepared for one of Monroe's dogs ... 
which apparently outlived him! 

The archives also contain the personal pa
pers of other individuals who played an im
portant role in GMC history: James P. Tay
lor, Eugene Bamforth, Theron Dean, and 
many others. These actually comprise a large 
proportion of the materials. Then there are 
Club records consisting of minutes of meet
ings, financial records, section newsletters, 
End to End reports, inquiries about and re
ports on the Long Trail, intersectional reports, 
special committee records and files, maps, 
photographs and much, much more. 

The principal key to finding your way 
through all these records is Brigham's Index, 
named for Loriman S. Brigham, who spent 
much of his spare time indexing and describ
ing the manuscript collections as a volunteer 
for the VHS. For example, a researcher look
ing under the heading of the GMC and asso
ciated key words would find code numbers 
that lead to more descriptive material filed in 
large notebooks. From these descriptions the 
researcher can identify possible topics of in
terest and may ask library staff members to 
bring the documents up from the vault for 
study in the library reading room. 

It's worth noting that the archival records 
are also supplemented by special collections 
such as photographs and maps. These, of 
course, figure largely in the Club's records. 
The Library maintains an excellent card cata
log and librarians are prepared to help re
searchers use all of the available finding aids. 

I have been working with the Club archives 
on a volunteer basis for several months now 
and have become reasonably familiar with the 
contents. I hope this article will make GMC 
members more aware of this valuable resource 
and help them use the archives if they should 
want, or need to. I usually work at the Library 
on Fridays from 9-3 and would be pleased to 
help anyone who might come to visit then. 
The VHS Library is located on the first floor 
of the Pavilion Building, 109 State Street, 
Montpelier. It is open to the public Tuesday -
Friday, 9 - 4:30, and 9-4 on Saturday. 

William E. Osgood 

(A resident of Northfield, Vermont, Bill Osgood is 
an active member of tlie GM C's Montpelier 
Section. Bill is retired from a profess1:onal career as 
a librarian and aurhor. Tiie GMC is very grateful 
for his recenl work ·with our archives.) 

SECTION NEWS 

NEW YORK 
SECTION 

November 9, 1991, was a great day for the 
New York Section. We celebrated our 
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary at the Hotel 
Thayer at West Point, New York, attended by 
almost 200 people, many of whom were dis
tinguished guests. We were pleased to have 
guests Kimball Simpson, Eric Chittenden, 
Don Wallace, Kate Donaghue, and Alan 
Erdossy, who came from Vermont.John Reid, 
Manager of Camps of the Palisade Interstate 
Park Commission, also attended. 

There were 11 past presidents of the New 
York Section. Alexander Burkhardt joined in 
1921 and was president from 1941-1943. The 
other past presidents and the years they be
came members were: Harry Smith-1946,John 
Nuffort-1940, Peggy Pons-1946, David Van 
Dusen-1955, Charles Russell-1967, Fred 
Rousseau-1960, Marlon Whiteman-
1976, Jack Jupp-1976, Jan Hudgens-1979, 
Isaac F reedman-1984. 

Our current president, Val Cutajar, opened 
the festivities after a lovely cocktail hour where 
everyone was able to socialize and enjoy a dis
play of pictures of members and past events. 

Gary Haugland, a member and represen
tative of the New York-New Jersey Trail 
Conference, presented an award to the Green 
Mountain Club, New York Section, from the 
Trail Conference. 

A sumptuous luncheon was accompanied 
by a delightful musical background. After the 
lunch, there was reminiscence of past events 
by our past presidents and other members. 
We listened to the stories of difficult times 
without modern conveniences. But there was 
a warm camaraderie which developed strong 
relationships such as Lucille Bergeret meeting 
and marrying her husband at the club. As a 
result, their son, Albert, and his wife are mem
bers. 

The party came to a close after some danc
ing. Several members remained at the hotel to 
enjoy West Point. Some of our younger mem
bers returned to Camp Thendara and hosted 
24 members and guests. 

We all had such a wonderful time at the 
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary celebration that we 
are not only looking forward to the 100th an
niversary in 2016, but to an 80th anniversary 
get-together in 1996. 

Ruth and Isaac Freedman 
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SECTION NEWS 

WORCESTER 
SECTION 

The Worcester Section has had another 
successful year. The spring work party read
ied the Worcester Section's ten miles of Long 
Trail and seven miles of side trails for the hik
ing season. Regular work parties were held at 
Cedar Meadow Camp. Many outings took 
place over the summer and fall, including the 
traditional Strawberry Festival, a series of 
swim/picnics at camp, and an assortment of 
local hikes. The New Year was rung in with 
the "President's Open House" at camp. 

Bill Haith has resigned as President of the 
Worcester Section due to family obligations. 
John Church will serve as President for the 
remainder of Bill's term. Many thanks to Bill 
for his many years of service to the Worcester 
Section. Good luck to John in his new posi
tion. Al Radzik has been appointed Vice Presi
dent. Welcome, Al. 

Denis Laforce, who served for many years 
as Worcester Section Trails and Shelter Chair, 
had a chance to enjoy the results of his hard 
work this summer. He did his second "End to 
End" hike on the Long Trail in late August 
and early September. Steve Crowe is the new 
Worcester Section Trails and Shelter Chair. 

The Worcester Section took part in the 
Save the Long Trail Hike-A-Thon, with a hike 
on the LT over Stratton Mountain. Kate 
Donaghue, with co-leader Steve Crowe, led 
this group of enthusiastic hikers. Denis, on 
his southbound through-hike, joined the 
northbound group for lunch on the summit 
of Stratton. This absolutely gorgeous day was 
enjoyed by all who took part. The group raised 
approximately $2,000, which was donated to 
the Long Trail Protection Fund in memory of 
Bob Humes. 

After five years, Kate Donaghue has re
signed as Worcester Section Director. Kate 
will continue to be active in the Section and 
on GMC Committees. John Church will 
continue to serve as Director representing the 
Worcester Section. 

Kate Donaghue 

PLEASE! 
patronize L TN advertisers 
they help make your support 

of the GMC do more 
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IN MEMORY OF 
PETER L. ARMSTRONG 

The GMC has received an outpouring of gifts in memory of Peter Armscrong. The 
Long Trail and the Vermom mournains were very special to Peter and rhe GMC has 
established a fund in bis memory for a Long Trail shelter maintenance prnjecc in the 
Rqchescer, Vermont area. The following people have c0mribuced in Peter's mem0ry: 

Mignon and Gerald Gregg 
Margaret Mudd 
Eleanor Armstrong 
Bank of Boston, Media and 

Communications Department 
Fidelity Investments Customer 

Service Co. 
Burton and Margaret Armstrong 
Shareholders, C Building, 

Tilden Gardens, Inc. 
Susannah Mirick Swihart 
John B. Oliver 
Richard Kindleberger 
James P. Kelly 
Peter C. Jeton 
Ruth A Weber 
Richard B. Klein 
Ralph and Valerie Vitale 
Julia D. Van Trees 
George H. Swihart 
The Fieldsteel Family 
Michael G. Miller 
Linda Jo Stern and Paul Kahn 
Frederic B. Lowrie, Jr. 
James W. Pasman 
Mark Lawrence Evans 
Charles Walters 
Jack Curley 
Ann Armstrong Van Dusen 
Chuck Bartlett 
Donna Brustin 

Ann and Philip Smith 
Louise Waggoner 
David]. Nicholson 
Margaret S. C. Johns 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hoyman 
Shanti Addison Fry 
The Leslie Family 
Leon and Elizabeth Eberhard 
Antoinette A Assad 
Yvonne M. Davey 
Oz Griebel 
Melissa Woods and Bill LePard 
William 0. Charman 
Bud and Betsy Howatt 
The Hammer Family 
The Posner Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur]. Oberheim 
Mrs. M.C. Hobbs 
Martie and Rick Fritz 

] ames C. Lewis 
Mary Etta Schneider and John Beardsley 
Dr. and Mrs. Lincoln Armstrong 
Dale Gibb 
] ulie Klement 
Shirley Moore 
Mary Ann Anderson 
Bob Wrin 
Robert Clay 
Gene Mcjunkin 
Erin Soto 
Mrs. Thomas Winston 

COLORADO 
Come enjoy che beauty of the Rockies. 
Hiking, horseback rides, pack trips, 
mountain biking and fishing. We can 
outfit a trip for you, the family or a group. 
Group rates are available. 

Hubbard Park Outfitters 
RR 1, Box 1428-GMC 
Waterbury, VT 05676 
(802) 244-5173 
Offices in Vermont and Colorado 
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GMC BOOKSTORE&.. PACK BASKET 
Books from the GMC Bookstore can get you there and back, summer and winter, and can even help you appreciate nature's beauty a little more along the 
way. Club members receive a 20 percent discount on GMC publications and a 15 percent discount on non-GMC books. 

TITLE MEMBER PRICE 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PUBLICATIONS 

Guide Book of 1/1e Lo11g Trail, 23rd Edition, Reprinted, 1991 $7.95 

Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont, 3rd Edition, Reprinted, 1990 $7.95 

Tundra Trail Guide: Life, Man & the Etosysrem on the Top of Mt. Mansfield $.80 

Trail Map: Mt. Mansfield $3.15 

Trail Map: Camel's H11111p $2.35 

Green Mountain Adve111ure, Vermont's Long Trail, Softcover, 1st Edition, Reprinted, 1989 $7.95 

Mr. Natural's Guide to the Long Trail, 1991 Edition $3.15 

End to End Topographical Map Set of the Long Trail, 1988 $6.35 

NORTHEASTERN TRAIL AND RECREATION GUIDES 

Fifty Hikes in Vermont, Backcountry Publications, 4th Edition, 1990 $10.15 

White Mountain Guide, Appalachian Mountain Club $13.55 

Guide to Mt. Waslil11gto11 and the Presidmtial Range, Appalachian Mountain Club $8.45 

Guide to Adirondack Trails, H igli Peaks &gio11, Adirondack Mountain Club $12.75 

Guide to tire Appalacliia11 Trail in New Hampshire and Vermont, App~bch ian Trail Conf. $16.10 

Guide to tl1eAppala.d1ia11 Trail in Maine, T he Maine Appalachian Trail C lub $16.10 

Guide to the Taconic Crest Trail, Taconic H iking Club $3.00 

Wi111envise, A Backpacker's Guide, Adirondack Mountain Club $11.00 

AMC River Guide: New Hampshire a11d Vermont, Appalachian Mountain Club $7.60 

25 Bicycle Tours in Vm 110111, Backcountry Publications $7.60 

Ski Tours in Vermont, Catamount Trail Association $5.10 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE 

Trail Design, Construction and Maintenance, Appalachian Trail Conference $4.95 

NORTHEASTERN TRAIL AND NATURAL HISTORY 

Forest and Crag, by Laura and Guy Waterman, ~lachian Mountain Club, Softcover $21.20 
The Nature of Vtm1ot11 , by Charles W. Johnson, U niversity Press of N.E. $13.55 

Bogs of tlze Northeast, by Charles W.Johnson, U niversity Press ofN.E. $8.45 

Field Guide to Mountain Flowers of New E11gla11d, Appalachian Mountain Club $12.75 

A Guide to Bird Finding in Vermont, Vermont Institute of Natural Science $6.75 

Vermont Wilds: A Focus on Preservation, Pauline & A. Blake Gardner, Storey Pub., Hard. $25.45 
The Beginning Naturalist, by Gale Lawrence, New England Press $6.75 

VIDEO, PATCHES, DECALS AND T-SHIRTS (100% HEAVYWEIGHT COTTON) 

27 da)'S, A Senior Backpacki11g Adve11111re on Vermont's LT, Lynn Whcldcn Video Productions $33.95 

GMC Cloth Patch for sleeve or pack $1.50 

End to End Patch (for those certified) $1.75 

Long Trail Patch $3.25 

GMC Decal for car window $.50 

Long Trail Decal $.50 

Hikers T-shirt - Size: One Color: Ecru $9.95 
Camel's Hump T-shirt - Size: Color: Alt. Color: $10.95 
T-shm Umsex sizes: S, M, L, XL Camel's Hump T Colors: White, Sky Blue, Forest Green 

Sorry, no charge cards accepted. Prices subject to change without notice. U.S. Funds only, please. 
Please include both your street address and your mailing address for U.P.S. 

SHIP TO (PLEASE PRINT): 

NAME ............................................................................................................................................................................................ . 

ADDRESS (STREET AND MAILING) ............................................................... ................ ..... .......... ..... ................ ................. . 

Cl1Y .................................................................................................... STATE .............. .. .. .. ... .. ............ ZIP ... .... .... .. ...... ..... . 

Charge to: O Visa 0 Mastercard ($10 minimum, please) 

Acct. no. ________ ____________ _ ___ Exp. __ ! _ _ 

Signature-------------------------------- -

0 I am a GMC member. O I would like to become a GMC member. $22.00 annual dues enclosed. 

Mail to: The Green Mountain Club, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601. 

NON-MEMBER QUANTITY TOTAL 

$9.95 

$9.95 

$1.00 

$3.95 

$2.95 

$9.95 

$3.95 
$7,95 

$11.95 

$15.95 
$9.95 

$14.95 

$18.95 
$18.95 

$3.50 

$12.95 

$8.95 
$8.95 
$6.00 

$5.80 

$24.95 
$15.95 

$9.95 
$14.95 

$7.95 

$29.95 
$7.95 

$39.95 
$2.25 

NIA 
$4.00 

$.75 

$1.25 

$12.95 
$15.95 

SUBTOTAL 

5% sales taX (VT residents) 

POSTAGE 

DUES 

TOTAL 

Po1taie & Handllni 
Order under $4.99- $.75 
Order $5.00 to $20.00 - $2.75 
Order $20.01 to $40.00 - $3.25 
Order $40.01 and over - $3.75 
First Class add $.50 per book 
International orders add $2.00 



LONG TRAIL PROTECTION RJND 

IBM EXPANDS 
SUPPORT OF THE 

LONG TRAIL 
LTPF Receives of Grant 

of $10,000 
As a contributor to the Long Trail Protec

tion Fund through its matching gifts program 
and its Fund for Community Service, Inter
national Business Machines has generously 
supported the Long Trail Campaign since the 
Campaign's inception. Recently, Ed Horton 
and Joanna Caswell of IBM's State External 
Programs Division, in Essex, Vermont, an
nounced an IBM grant of $10,000 to protect 
the Long Trail corridor. 

With 27 miles of the Long Trail now pro
tected, and another 29 to go, IBM wanted to 
help the GMC launch the second half of the 
Long Trail Protection Campaign. Special 
thanks go out to IBM for this generous and 
timely gift. 

We would like to remind GMC members 
who are IBM employees that your gifts to the 
Club are matched by your employer if you 
use the appropriate form. If you so desire, you 
can request additional support of the GMC 
through the IBM Fund for Community Ser
vice. Gifts of cash or computers are available 
through this program. FCS guidelines are 
available from IBM. 

Alan Erdossy 
Director of Development 

COUNTRY 
WALKERS 

DEDICATES HIKE TO 
THIGMC 

A five-day walking vacation this spring in 
Vermont's northeast kingdom has been dedi
cated to the Green Mountain Club by Coun
try Walkers, Inc. of Waterbury. All proceeds 
from the company's May 24-29 excursion 
through Craftsbury, Glover and the Lake 
Willoughby area will be donated to the GMC 
by the owners of Country Walkers, Bob and 
Cindy Maynard. 

The Club is extremely grateful to the 
Maynards for their generosity. For more in
formation about the northeast kingdom walk, 
or about other trips scheduled by Country 
Walkers, contact them at P.O. Box 180, Water
bury, VT 05676. 
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NEBRASKA NOTCH 
TRAilHE.AD PROTE.CTED 

The State ofVermont recently acquired 43 
acres in Underhill which include the Ne
braska Notch Trail and trailhead parking for 
the Frost and Butler Lodge Trails. A popular 
destination for day hikers, Nebraska Notch is 
a rugged and picturesque cleft in the Green 
Mountains, partially filled with immense 
boulders. The Nebraska Notch Trail provides 
important access to the Long Trail and Taylor 
Lodge from the west side of Mt. Mansfield. 

Surrounded on three sides by the Mt. 
Mansfield State Forest, this land narrowly es
caped being developed. Alerted by a local 
realtor and by a GMC member that the prop
erty was on the market, the GMC immedi
ately scheduled a field trip to view the prop
erty. Unfortunately, the land was put under 
contract just before the field trip occured. The 
prospective buyer planned to build a home on 
the property, casting into doubt the availabil-

VON TRAPP FAMILY 
LODGE SALUTES 

THEGMC 
Johannes and Lynne von Trapp have 

scheduled a very special evening of fine food 
and entertainment at their Lodge in Stowe, 
Vermont to benefit the GMC. 

The evening of Saturday, June 13th has 
been reserved for a Green Mountain Club 
celebration. Invitations describing the event 
will go out in April. Income from the evening 
will benefit the new facility and the Long Trail 
Protection Fund. 

BA T ACKPAl:°KM E 

GOURMET 
delicious 
entrees 
for the 

outdoor adventurerl 
call or write for our "menu" lo: 

P.O. Box 334 · D 
Underhill, Vermont 05489 

(802} 899-5445 

ity of continued public access to the trail. 
The proposed sale was contingent, how

ever, upon receipt of a subdivision permit 
from the Underhill Planning Commission. 
As issued, the permit included conditions ap
parently unacceptable to the buyer. This gave 
the state the opportunity to step in and suc
cessfully negotiate a deal with the owner of 
the property. 

The Club thanks Rod Rice, a member of 
the GMC Land Protection Committee and 
maintainer of the Nebraska Notch Trail for 
over 50 years as a Burlington Section mem
ber, for keeping the GMC abreast of the pro
ceedings before the Underhill Planning Com
mission, and for expressing to the Commis
sion our concern for the future of the Trail. 

Sue Shea 
Land Protection Coordinator 

CLIP AND SAVE. 

For barely more effort than it takes to 
cut out this picture of Earth, help save 
it. Subscribe to 20120 Vision. Each 
month you'll get a postcard with one 
action you can take to cut military 
spending and protect the environment. 

20 minutes a month/$20~year. 
Small Commilment. 20 20 
World of difference. . ISION 

30 Cottage St., Amherst, MA 01002 

1 ·800·669-1 782 
xi 1990 Ponfolio Cemer 
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SAVE MONEY ... 
AND THE LONG TRAIL 

USE YOUR GMC SKI PASS IN MARCH 
AND ENJOY SPRING SKIING 

Three Vermont ski areas have scheduled 
special days in March to benefit the GMC.Jay 
Peak and Stratton Mountain have invited the 
GMC to distribute a coupon (see the pullout 
coupon in this issue) which allows the bearer 
to purchase a lift ticket for only $22.00 on 
Sunday, March 15th at Stratton Mountain and 
Sunday, March 22nd at Jay Peak. This repre
sents considerable savings- a VT pass for only 
a half day is usually $20 at Stratton and if 
you're coming from out of state you can really 
save while contributing to the Club. These 
resorts offer excellent spring skiing and they 
will contribute $7.00 to the Long Trail Pro
tection Fund for each coupon presented for a 
lift ticket.Jay's Nordic ski area will also honor 
the coupon. 

The Mt. Mansfield Company in Stowe has 
also planned a GMC Benefit Day, on Sunday, 

March 8th. One thousand lift tickets for the 
Mt. Mansfield Ski Area have been given to the 
Club. They are to be sold at the special rate of 
$20 each and the Club will receive a $10 do
nation to the Facilities Fund for each ticket 
sold. 

We would like to thank the management 
of these resorts for their interest and support 
of our programs and invite our membership 
to help spread the word about these special 
events. We need skiers of course, and volun
teers to staff the information booths at each 
event. To volunteer, order tickets through the 
mail, receive more coupons, or to suggest a 
coupon outlet near you, contact Alan Erdossy, 
Director ofDevelopment, at the GMC office, 
P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601, (802) 
223-3463, days or (802) 229-6234, evenings. 

Think spring ... skiing that is. Three Vermont ski areas will lower their prices for GMC'ers on certain 
days in March and contribute a portion of their ticket sales to the Club. 

MActt.Y K. KosT 

IDS FINA..1';T CIAL SEH.VICES 

FINANC IAL PLA..'-'NING •INVESTM ENTS• C HARITABLE TRL'STS 

22 CHl' !{C H STl{E E T • B L'H.LINGTO N. VERMONT 05401 • 802 • 8 6 2-4252 
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WINTER 
THOUGHTS 

It is now winter and hiking is at its low 
ebb. Probably a good thing. As I write 
this, we (the Club staff, officers, Trails 
and Shelters Committee, Land Protection 
Committee and other dedicated Club 
members) are dealing with the problem 
of keeping the Long Trail open. Private 
property rights groups are pressuring the 
GMC and other land users to support 
legislation which furthers their agenda. 
Their "weapon" is to close their land to 
all users. What the legislature will do and 
what the spring will bring could well have 
an effect on the Trail. 

Presently, we are working to keep the 
Trail open where it crosses private land 
holdings. I encourage all of you to find 
out more about these problems, and to 
approach them with an open mind and a 
desire to settle any differences of opinion 
amiably. Remember, landowners are our 
neighbors and benefactors. 

All this got me to thinking (dangerous 
activity, also rare) about what the Long 
Trail means to me and what it means to 
others. Questions such as - is the Trail a 
footpath in the wilderness? Can you have 
a wilderness if there is a footpath? Does 
the Trail still reflect typical, traditional 
Vermont values or has it changed with 
the passage of time? In any event, if any of 
you have the opportunity, I would be in
terested in learning what the Trail means 
to you. Write to the Old Ridge Runner at 
the Club headquarters . 

* * * * * 
Good News!!! The State ofVermont 

bought the Beaver Meadow parcel (see 
article elsewhere in this issue) . Located in 
Morristown, the entire parcel is high Ver
mont woodland and the upper bowl -
Beaver Meadow Basin - has geological 
significance (so I'm told). A major por
tion of the credit belongs to my friend 
and former GMC Sterling Section Presi
dent, Tony Smith. It was his grass roots 
petition finding its way from Representa
tive Richard Westman to Governor 
Snelling that really got the purchase 
started - so congratulations and good 
work, T ony! 

Smith Edwards 
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265 MILE CLUB 
PLAQUE 

The Long Trail Protection Fund is work
ing hard to make the 265 Mile Club Plaque a 
reality by Fall, 1992. 

A current list of265 Mile Club members 
who will appear on the plaque is located else
where in this issue. The 265 Mile Club is for 
individuals, families, groups, or businesses 
who have donated or pledged $1,000 or more 
to the Long Trail Protection Fund. If your 
name should be on this list and it is not, 
please contact Kate Donaghue immediately. 

As plans are being made for the dedica
tion of the plaque, I urge any of you who are 
able to please consider joining the 265 Mile 
Club. Pledges received by June 1, 1992 will 
be included on the plaque, which will be 
dedicated on the grounds of the new GMC 
facility on September 26, 1992. 

As the protection campaign moves for
ward and we begin plans for a stewardship 
fund to maintain land protected through the 
Long Trail Protection Fund, it is becoming 
clear that protecting the Long Trail will be an 
ongoing effort. Future pledges to the effort 
will not be excluded from a 265 Mile Club 
Plaque, though it may be up to five years 
before they appear on a second plaque. 

Remember, pledges can be made over a 
four year period. For just $250 per year for 
four years you can be a member of the 265 
Mile Club. Prior donations can be credited 
toward a membership in the 265 Mile Club. 

For more information or to obtain a 
pledge card, please contact Alan Erdossy, 
GMC, P. 0. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 
05601, 802/223-3463, or Kate Donaghue, 17 
Gary Circle, Westborough, MA 01581, 508/ 
366-0485. 
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The 265 
Mile Club 
For donors of $1000 or more 
to the Long Trail Protection Fund 

Bennington Section 
Brattleboro Section 
Bread Loaf Section 
Burlington Section 
Connecticut Section 
Killington Section 
Laraway Section 
Montpelier Section 
New York Section 
Ottauquechee Section 
Pioneer Valley Section 
Sterling Section 
Worcester Section 

INMEMORYOF 

Gillian Abbotts 
Charlie Burchard 
Gerald G. Hopp 
Robert Humes 
Jeffrey Leigh Jenner 
Florence Murphy 
Paul Ohman 
Margaret G. & Thurston D. Owens 
Linda Tilgner 
Dr. M. Coleman Twitchell, Jr. 
Dr. Ralph Van Meter 

Anonymous (9) 
Harris & Jan Abbott 
Lee & Sunny Allen 
R. Christian Anderson 
Sharon & Rolf Anderson 
Mary H. Anthony 
James W. Apfelbaum 
Lee Arnold & Helen Chapman 
Grace]. Averill 
David & Meredith Babbott 
Gardiner Barnum & Family 
Jane C. Beck 
Joshua & Alice Bennett 
Ruth M. Berlin 
Peter & Barbara Bernstein 
Douglas E. Best 
Hadden S. Blair 
Ralph S. & Karen H. Blanchard, III 
Greg & Amy Bostock 
Boy Scout Troop 13, Needham, MA 
Preston & Kerilyn Bristow &Family 
Mike Bromberg 
Granville & Angelika Brumbaugh 
Stewart Bucher 
Victoria Buffum 
Donald M. Burness 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Butner 
Robert E. Buttles 

Charles & Catherine Cahill 
Franz & Ruth & Satchmo Cahoon 
Mr. Timothy & Dr. Christine Camann 
Ray Catozzi 
David & Nancy Charkes 
Eric & Francine Chittenden 
William & Barbara Christensen 
Brenda Clarkson 
Joseph Cook 
Debbie Cook 
Andrew Cook 
Jason Cook 
James Coyne 
Steven L. Crowe 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cuming 
Will & Jane Curtis 
Marjorie Choate Darrell 
Hamilton Davis 
Richard G. Davis 
Roger & Anna Davis 
Governor & Mrs. Howard Dean 
de Burlo Families 
Leonard Delisio 
Daniel & Mary Dempsey Family 
Derby Elementary School 
Hank Dimuzio/Peg Mangan 
Kathleen Donaghue 
Mrs. Roland Douglass 
John & Frieda Dunham 
Peter & Grace Duren 
Mark Edward Eggenberger 
Rick & Marla Emery 
Alan & Emme Erdossy & Family 
Syliva Ewerts 
Lois ]. Farnham 
Brian T. Fitzgerald 
Michele & Meghan Fitzgerald 
Peter Flood 
Benjamin Florczak 
Joseph & Cathy Frank 
Hans & Ella Fritsch 
Aldie Gannett 
Bob Gannett 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Gannett, Jr. 
William B. Gannett 
Alfred C. Gilbert, III 
Robert & Pamela Gillis 
Philip Glouchevitch 
GMC Staff 
GMC Field Staff and Alumni 
Christopher D. Gordon 
James & Diane Greaney 
Janet Greene 
Walter L. Gregory 
Bob & Suzanne Grenier 
Vernon Hagenbuckle 
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Hall 
Jeffrey & Norma Hamelman & Family 
Meriel Hardin 
Robin Harris 
Thomas Harty 
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Frances S. Hasse 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Hatch 
Mark Haughwout 
Carole & Bill Hauke, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hauke, Sr. 
Irene, Ira & Lorraine Hawley 
Tom &Joanne Head 
Priscilla Heald 
George & Laura Heller 
Mary D. Herberich 
Jeremy & Jean Hewens & Family 
John H. Hewitt 
Tom Hickcox 
Robert C. Hicks 
Don Hill 
Harry D. Holden, Jr. & Family 
Marion Holmes 
Anne Hoover 
Daniel Houston 
John & Pat Howard 
Margaret Hyde 
Thomas Hyde 
Richard Hyde 
Jam es A. Jaffee 
David A. Jammalo 
Edward & Claude Janeway & Family 
Victor H. Johnson 
Wyatt C . Jones 
Elizabeth Kellogg 
John Keyes 
Paul Kendall & Sharon Rives 
Kenneth & Doris Kidd 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kirkland 
Warren Kitzmiller 
Arthur & Sylvia Koerber 
Paul S. Kovitz 
John A. Kozlak 
Henry & Alice Kraft 
Denis &Jane Laforce 
Gardiner Lane 
Janice Lange 
Ross M. Lanius, Jr. 
Joanna, Terry & Bill Lasher 
Rev. Charles 0. Latimer 
John Lawrence 
Sheila Lawrence 
James Lee, Jr. 
Christopher Lloyd 
Dr. & Mrs. Maurice Logan 
George Longenecker/Cynthia Martin 
Leigh LoPresti 
Kenneth C. Louden 
Coralie Magoon 
Paul & Cardy Magoon 
R. DeWitt & Gertrude Mallary 
David Mamet 
Peter C. Manbeck 
William Mares 
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph K. Martin 
Francis H . Mattison 
William E. Mayer 
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Mark & Mary McGrath 
Paul V. Meleski 
Frank Melville 
Madeline Miles 
Cecil & Caroline Miller 
Clyde & Lindy Millington 
John Morgridge 
Tashia Morgridge 
Jim Mulhern 
Dorothy Myer 
John & Eunice Newell 
Nick&Joe 
Robert Northrop 
John & Dorothy Nuffort 
Victor Nuovo 
Andrew & Reidun Nuquist 
Noel G. O'Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard O'Bryan 

"Like doing an end to ender, gaining mem
bership in the 265 Mile Club takes time, 
but it's worth it. Keep up the good work!" 

- Kind words from recent donors 

Robert Odess 
"The Old Ridgerunner" 
Edward O'Lenic 
Fred Osborne 
Beverly Owens 
Betsy Paulsen Page 
Candace Page 
W. Bradford & Helen Patterson 
John E. Pearson, Jr. 
Bradford & Alverta Perkins 
Evelyn F. Perry 
Ellis L. Phillips, Jr. 
Walfrid & Dorothy Pirkanen 
Geoffrey & Connie Plunkett 
Alice B. Pomeroy 
Robert & Eleanor Poole 
Christine M. Poudrier 
Elizabeth S. Pratt & Family 
Holly Puterbaugh 
Harriet M. Ranck 
Donald & Lois Ray 
Norman & Arline Rayner 
Signa Read 
John Reading 
Joan Rech 
Earl]. Reopell, Jr. 
Roderick & Emily Rice 
Edward ]. Richards 
Peter Richardson 
Doug & Robin Riggs 
James E. Robertson 
Connie Roessler 

John & Moira Romeo 
George W. Roy, Jr. 
Truman Sanderson 
Jonathan W. Sands 
Dr. Polly Schoning 
Jeremy P. Schrauf 
Roy Schweiker 
David & Marie Louise Scudder 
John & Susan Sharp & Family 
Nancy Shepherd 
Tom Shepherd 
Lloyd P. Shildneck 
Norm & Nancy Sills 
Brian Donaghue Simpson 
Josselyn Simpson 
Karen Simpson 
Kimball Simpson 
Dr. Ethan & Doro Sims 
Rebecca Skillin 
Bill & Cardy Slocum 
Alton Smith 
Fred & Catherine Smith 
Richard B. Smith 
Gov. & Mrs. Richard Snelling 
Ellsworth F. Stein 
Dr. Richard M. Stevens 
Al & Barbara Stiles 
Timothy & Robert Strain 
·Robert Swinarton 
Frank H . Teagle, Jr. 
Douglas Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Nicholas Thorndike 
Maria & William Thurnauer 
Lee Tibbert 
Steve & Krystyna Tuckerman 
Mark E. Turner 
James & Mary Twitchell 
Laura Twitchell 
Mary Twitchell 
Dr. Ruth E. Uphold 
Commander Robert W. Vail 
Harry Vawter 
Bob & Helen Vickstrom 
Mrs. Ralph Van Meter 
Beatrice Van Orden 
Herbert Van Winkelen 
Chris Ward 
Doris Washburn 
Thomas]. Watson, Jr. 
Seward & Susan Weber 
Hugh H. Weedon 
Amos M. White 
Allan Williams 
Bob Williams & Deb Koontz 
Jane Freeland Williams 
Marian C. Williamson 
Dr. Burton David Wilson 
John H. T . Wilson 
David H. Winton 
Cleo B. Wolf 
Allen W. Wood 
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GMC RECEIVES 
GIFT OF LAND 
IN FLETCHER 

In the waning days of 1991, Thomas and 
Joanne Head, of Amherst, New Hampshire, 
donated a 30-acre parcel of land in Fletcher, 
Vermont to the Green Mountain Club. The 
Heads wished to benefit the Long Trail Pro
tection Fund so the GMC will exchange the 
property with that of a Long Trail landowner, 
or sell the property and use the proceeds to 
purchase land along the Trail. 

Active outdoors people, the Heads main
tain a home near Stratton Mountain, where 
they participate in the ski racing circuit each 
year. We thank them for their outstanding 
generosity. 

Your 
Membership 

in the 
Green Mountain Club 

Maintains and 
Protects This Trail 

T o Join, Contact the GMC at : 

P .O. Box 889 
Montpelier, Vermont 05601 
802-223-3463 

265 MILE CLUB Continued from page 13 

Samuel Zahl 
DaanZwick 

Anonymous Foundation 
Bank Vermont Corporation 
Ben &Jerry's Foundation 
Boatwright Foundation 
The Brattle Fund 
Cecil Howard Charitable Trust 
Charitable Lead Trust 
Chemical Bank 
Climb High 
Conservation Alliance 
Ellis L. Phillips Foundation 
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BEAVER MEADOW Continued from page 1 

of The Nature Conservancy, at Governor 
Howard Dean's request. The purchase was 
funded by a grant to the Vermont Depart
ment of Forests and Parks by the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB) . 

A petition advocating state acquisition of 
the land was circulated last year by GMC vol
unteer Tony Smith and other members of the 
Sterling Section. Signed by 1,532 local resi
dents, the petition helped spark Governor 
Dean's interest in the property. The GMC 
also assisted in the acquisition by writing a 
letter of support to the VH CB, and by provid
ing information and maps of the property and 
its hiking trails. Upon the GM C's suggestion, 
the VHCB specified in its Grant Agreement 
that the Department of Forests and Parks 
"shall hold and manage the property solely for 
passive outdoor recreation, forestry, open 
space and wildlife uses ... " and "shall not per
mit any infrastructure for alpine skiing ... " The 
Grant Agreement also specifies the continued 

use of the hiking and cross-country ski trails 
and Beaver Meadow Lodge. 

GMC President Kimball Simpson said, 
"We are thrilled that this spectacular property, 
which provides outstanding recreational op
portunities including the Long Trail, will re
main in its natural state and open to the public 
for generations to come." 

(Editor's note: Letters and postcards are needed 
to Governor Howard Dean and Commissioner of 
Forests and Parks Conrad Motyka thanking them 
for the Beaver Meadow acquisition and expressing 
support for additional state land acquisition along 
the Long Trail and other important recreation and 
natural areas. A study of future state land acquisi
tion is underway and our state partners need to hear 
from the hiking community. Please write to: 
Governor Howard Dean, The Pavilion, 109 
State Street, Montpelier, VT 05602 and Conrad 
Motyka, Commissioner, Vermont Dept. of Forests 
and Parks, 103 South Main Street, 10 South, 
Waterbury, VT 05676.) 

The flat expanse of Beaver Meadow provides a striking contrast to the mountains which enclose it, 
giving the property a special sense of wilderness and isolation. 

Eva Gebhard-Gougaud Foundation 
First Vermont Bank 
The Fund for the Preservation ofWildlife 
and Natural Areas 
Fund for Vermont's Third Century 
Gannett Foundation 
Hackett, Valine & McDonald, Inc. 
Howard Bank 
IBM 
Mansfield Tax Service 
Merchant's Bank 

Natural Areas Fund 
Norcross Wildlife Foudation 
N orthfield Savings Bank 
Nynex Telephone 
Patagonia, Inc 
South Lincoln Farm 
Union Mutual Fire Insurance 
Vermont Community Foundation 
Vermont National Bank 
Wildflower Inn 
The Windham Foundation 
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SPRING SPORT SPORIGHT: 
WHITEWATER CANOEING IN VERMONT 

Despite the mountainous nature of Ver
mont, the state does not abound in white
water canoeing opportunities. Many of the 
small streams are too rocky and steep and the 
larger rivers are extensively dammed. The 
Winooski, Lamoille, and Mississquoi Rivers 
all share this latter characteristic. Neverthe
less, with a little effort, some driving, and per
haps the investment in a wetsuit, a number of 
streams of varying difficulty are available. 

Before starting, basic safety is in order. 
Safety is covered in many canoeing guides and 
will not be extensively discussed here. Suffice 
it to say that (1) lifejackets, (2) warm clothing 
able to protect against cold weather and cold 
water, (3) a competent group of other boats to 
assist in trouble, and ( 4) a bit of training could 
well save your life if things go wrong on the 
river. Whitewater is a sport with some inher
ent risk!!! 

With the basic equipment, some easy riv
ers are available in northern Vermont. The 
Mad River BELOW Moretown is a good class 
1-2 run, and the Lamoille River below Fairfax 
provides a couple ofinteresting rapids that can 
reach class 2-3 in higher water. These are re la-

tively easy runs, but are not trivial, and both 
have potential trouble spots for the unskilled 
boater. The Huntington River from Hunting
ton down to just above the Gorge provides 
another class 2 run. Just be sure to take out 
safely above the gorge. A little more difficult 
in character, the Upper Lamoille River from 
Greensboro Bend to Hardwick provides a 
good class 3 run, after the ice-booms are taken 
out in the spring. Portage of the dam at East 
Hardwick is mandatory. 

In southern Vermont, the West River pro
vides a special treat for spectators and boaters 
in early May, and again in late September or 
early October, when dam releases turn this 
river into an upper run of class 3-4 difficulty, 
and a lower run of class 2-3. The location 
known as the Dumplings on the upper river 
at Jamaica State Park is always lined with on
lookers and photographers, as the boaters 
paddle (or swim!) a particularly challenging 
rapid. All these rivers are the staple fare of a 
number of avid boaters, many of them mem
bers of the Northern Vermont Canoe Cruis
ers (see sidebar for information on the 
NVCC). Paddling with a club such as this 

THE 'NORTHERN VERMONT 
CANOE CRUISERS 

The NVCC is a paddling club based in 
the greater Burlington area that organizes a 
variety of activities for canoeists and 
kayakers, from flatwater trips to expert 
whitewater trips. Non-members are wel
come at club activities, and, for the princely 
sum of$6.00 per family per year, they can 
even become members. The club's main 
functions are as follows: 

• Canoe and kayak whitewater training. 
Formal training sessions for beginners are 
held each year. 

• March through October schedule of 
whitewater paddling. Trips are held nearly 
every weekend from mid-March to 
mid-June, and are scheduled for many 
weekends in the summer and fall, utilizing 
mostly water releases from dams. 

• Summer schedue of events. Flatwater, 
flowing water, and other events (like the 
tubing trip) are held in the summer. 

• River resources and conservation. 
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The club maintains an awareness of issues 
involving water quality and water flow, and 
takes action when appropriate to help pro
tect the paddling resources. 

• March and June annual meetings. 
The club sponsors meetings as business 
and social events. These include a program 
on an exotic river trip, or on the paddling 
adventures (or misadventures) of club 
members. 

If you are interested in joining in on 
these activites, please contact one of the 
people listed below. If you want to become 
a member quickly, send name, address, 
phone number and $6.00 to Pete Briggs at 
4 Heritage Lane, Shelburne, Vermont 
05482. 

Charlie Thompson, Pres., 878-2536 
Mark Willet, Vice President, 434-4297 
Peter Briggs, Treasurer, 985-8257 
Ray Gonda, Secretary, 862-6164 

greatly increases the enjoyment and safety of 
whitewater paddling. 

In addition to these Vermont rivers, the 
advanced NVCC paddlers travel well outside 
the state each spring and fall to places like the 
Hudson and Sacandaga Rivers in New York, 
the Rouge River in Canada, and the Dead 
River in Maine. These are bigger rivers, some 
having many class 4 drops, and also tending to 
stay up later in the season because of their size. 
The Hudson and Rouge Rivers can also be 
sampled by commercial raft, for those want
ing a less challenging introduction. 

More information about the rivers ofVer
mont, and of New England, can be found in 
the AM'C River Guides to the various states, or 
in New England White Water River Guide, by 
Ray Gabler. These guides are readily available 
at local outdoor stores. (Note: the GMC 
Bookstore carries theAM'C River Guide to New 
Hampshire and Vermont.) 

Richard Larsen 
(An active outdoorsman, Rich Larsen is a mem

ber of both the GMC and the NVCC. The GMC 
thanks him for sharing his knowledge of whitewater 
canoeing with members of the Club.) 

GRADIENT: How the Patrol tells 

whether the grade is too steep to put a trail 

straight up: lay the tools on the ground; if 

they don't slide, O.K.; if they do, put in a 

zig, and (if necessary) a zag too. 

- From a 1940 Long Trail News 
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ON THE LONG TRAIL 

1992 FIELD SEASON BRINGS BACK 
THE LONG TRAIL PATROL 

Plans for the upcoming 1992 field season 
are highlighted by the return of a Green 
Mountain Club institution - the Long Trail 
Patrol. 

The LTP is coming back in an ex
panded format. A traditional L TP will 
operate for ten weeks in late June 
through mid-August on the Long Trail 
in the U.S. Forest Service's Rochester 
and Middlebury Ranger Districts. A 
new, all-volunteer LTP will work in the 
U.S. Forest Service's Manchester 
Ranger District from late July through 
September. And a new LTP 'crew of 
two' will assist northern Vermont 
maintainers and seasonal staff with trail 
work from late May through early] uly. 

Eliminated during the 1991 field 
season by budget constraints, the L TP 
is returning largely through federal trail 
maintenance funding provided by the 
Forest Service, said Robert Preis, GMC 
Director of Field Programs. 

"We're appreciative of the opportu
nity to bring back the LTP for at least 
the next two years," he said. "But there's 
no assurance that the federal funding 
will be available beyond that. Our chal
lenge is to devise a system that guaran
tees the continued presence of the L TP 
and extends the crew's work to the 
northern section of the LT, where we 
lack a significant agency funding part-
ner. 

,, 

CREW LEADERS 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATOR 

The New Hampshire Conservation 
Corps seeks applicants for the above posi
tions for the 1992 field season. Experi
ence with youth, backcountry living, trail 
work and environmental education is de
sirable; positions offer salaries commen
surate with experience. Position·s are open 
until filled. For information contact: 
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C. Wesley Crain, 
Director of Operations, NHCC, 
P.O. Box 550, Charlestown, NH 

03603-0550, (603) 826-4301 

The 'crew of two', an attempt to offer a 
limited helping hand to northern GMC vol
unteers and sections, will be funded solely by 

the GMC. 
Other changes for 1992 include the 

planned hiring of a regional field assistant to 
aid our trail management partners in 
the southern region of the LT system. 
Funding for this seasonal position is be
ing provided by the GMC, the Appala
chian Trail Conference and the U.S. 
Forest Service. These partners will also 
co-sponsor the new all-volunteer crew, 
modeled after other crew programs 
along the Appalachian Trail. 

Operations of the other GMC sea
sonal programs will be similar to that of 
years past, with minor structural adjust
ments and an increased emphasis on 
support from volunteers and interns. 
Staffing levels will be the same as 1991, 
with ranger/naturalists on Camel's 
Hump, Mt. Mansfield and Stratton 
Mountain, and nine caretakers at vari
ous high-use overnight areas along the 
LT. 

Recruitment is underway, and 
schedules for crews and seasonal staff 
will be published in the next Long Trail 
News. 

A recent donation to the GMC archives, 
this photograph of Camel's Hump from the 
Middlesex area was signed by Theron S. 
Dean on December 29, 1922. 

Northern Frontier Hiker Shuttle & Lodging 

Voyageur House 
Route 242 
Box 101oc; · 
Montgomery Center, ~ 
VT 05471 ,Vi 
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ALPINE TRAIL MANAGEMENT 
CONFERENCE ORGANIZED BY THE GMC 
The Green Mountain Club is organizing a 

gathering of regional organizations involved 
in management of foot trails in alpine areas. 

Representatives from Vermont, New 
Hampshire, New York and Maine will meet 
April 11-12 at the new GMC Headquarters in 
Waterbury Center to share ideas and discuss 
programs that balance recreational use with 
the protection of sensitive natural areas. 

Represented on a steering committee that 
met in December to plan the event were the 
Green Mountain Club, the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, the Maine Appalachian Trail 
Club, the Adirondack Mountain Club, the 
University ofV ermont and The Nature Con
servancy. A number of other private and pub-

lie land management and recreational groups 
will be invited to attend the weekend confer
ence. 

A location for the event is being deter
mined, with the focus on the Stowe area. This 
meeting, the first of its kind, may lead to a 
yearly gathering of alpine trail managers. 

With a variety of user-impact issues and 
rare and endangered vegetation challenges fac
ing organizations that manage alpine trails, the 
GMC hopes an exchange of notions and ex
periences will strengthen the northeast re
gional programs. 

For more information on the Alpine Trail 
Management Conference, contact Director of 
Field Programs Robert Preis at the GMC. 

HELD PROGRAM 
RECURITMENT UNDERWAY 

Applications are currently being accepted 
for the following GMC field positions for the 
1992 season: 

• Field Program Regional Assistant 
• Ranger/Naturalist 
• Caretaker 
• Long Trail Patrol Crew Boss 
• Long Trail Patrol Crew Member 

• Camp Coordinator of Long Trail Patrol 

More information and an employment ap
plication may be obtained by contacting Rob
ert Preis, GMC Director of Field Programs, 
at P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT, 05601, 
(802)223-3463. 

Closing date is March 31, 1992. 

~ Pl""Jl-ki~~ 
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A successful open house at the GMC's new headqua11ers last fall attracted many members and fiends 
curious about the new site. Guests were greeted at the entrance by this "hiker." 
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SPRING HIKING 
GUIDELINES 

The Green Mountain Club, the Green 
Mountain National Forest, and the Vermont 
Dept. of Forests, Parks and Recreation 
strongly discourage hiking on the Long Trail 
System and on other Vermont hiking trails in 
the early spring or "mud season", particu
larly at higher elevations. 

Hikers cause much more damage 
when trails are wet and muddy than 
when the trails are dry and more stable. 
Trail damage due to hiker impact during mud 
season results because: 

• Lingering snowpack creates very wet trail 
conditions under the snow. 

• Large and steady quantities of water, from 
rain and snowmelt, seep into and run 
down the trail, carrying soil churned by 
passing hikers. 

• Hikers, in trying to bypass unstable snow 
and water on the trail, damage soil and 
vegetation adjacent to the established foot
path. 

Especially susceptible to damage by hikers 
during the thaw period is the fragile alpine 
tundra above treeline on Camel's Hump and 
Mt. Mansfield. The trails in both these areas 
are closed to hikers by the State of Vermont 
from mid-April until Memorial Day week
end. 

The period of snowmelt and muddy trails 
varies considerably throughout Vermont de
pending on elevation, solar orientation, depth 
of snowpack, and amount of spring rainfall. 
Hikers must exercise good judgement in as
sessing the stretch of trail they are thinking of 
hiking in early spring and to refrain from us
ing trails when muddy conditions prevail. The 
guidelines in the following table may help hik
ers plan outings in Vermont during the spring 
season, but the final decision on whether a 
trail is suitable for hiking must be based on the 
actual trail conditions the hiker encounters. 

Starting Date -April 15 
Trails below 1000 feet in elevation 

Mayl 
Trails below 2000 feet in elevation 

May15 
Trails below 3000 feet in elevation 

May23 
All trails 

A list of spring hikes has been compiled 
using these guidelines for trails described in 
the GMC publications Guide Book of the Long 
Tra il and Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont. The list 
is available from the GMC office in Montpe
lier. 
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Routine maintenance, such as cleaning waterbars, is the focus of the Club's new Trail Adopter Program. 

TRAIL FINDS FRIENDS IN 
NEW ADOPTER PROGRAM 

The Green Mountain Club's new Trail 
Adopter Program is off to an encouraging be
ginning, playing matchmaker between sec
tions of the Long Trail and interested 
maintainers. 

Announced in the Winter 1991 issue of 
The Long Trail News, this program is intended 
to provide basic maintenance of the Long Trail 
System trails which are not assigned to GMC 
sections . Interest has been keen in 
south-central Vermont. However, many sec
tions of Long Trail remain available to adopt 
from Sherburne Pass (Rt. 4) north to Mt. 
Ellen. 

Adopters who express an interest in the 
program are assigned their choice from a se
lection of LT parcels or side trails. Come 
spring, they will perform seasonal clearing and 
treadway maintenance chores - at their own 
pace and by their own schedule. Adopters will 
file brief spring and fall reports with desig
nated regional adopter coordinators. 

The duties of an adopter include paint blaz
ing, blowdown removal, clearing brush, 
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cleaning out water bars and litter pickup. 
Some adopters may choose to perform more 
involved maintenance tasks as well. 

What benefits will you get as a trail adopter? 
You might be able to deduct reasonable 
out-of-pocket expenses and the cost of repairs 
to equipment and tools from your taXes. The 
~lub h.opes to make special t-shirts and insig
ma available for purchase solely by trail adopt
ers. Most importantly, you'll get a sense of 
satisfaction from having done needed and 
valuable work in a beautiful outdoor setting 
on one of the nation's finest natural and recre
ational resources, the Long Trail. 

For more information, contact the GMC 
Trail Adopter Program at P.O. Box 889, 
Montpelier, Vf 05601. 

In other news regarding the trail adopter 
program, P.J . Beaumont of GMC's 
Bennington Section has assumed duties as the 
regional trail coordinator from the Massachu
setts border to Kelly Stand Road. He replaces 
Dave Hapgood, who resigned after moving 
out of the state. 

DATE SET FOR TRAIL 
MAINTENANCE 

WORKSHOP 
Green Mountain Club volunteers, trail 

adopters and section members are asked to 
mark Saturday, May 9, 1992 on their calen
dars for a trail maintenance workshop. The 
workshop will be begin at 9:30 a.m. at the new 
GMC Headquarters in Waterbury Center, 
Vermont. 

The workshop will be an all-day instruc
tional event, featuring demonstrations and 
on-site work of basic trail maintenance and 
construction techniques. 

The workshop will be particularly valuable 
to new members ofGMC's trail adopter pro
gram, new section maintainers, or even to ex
perienced volunteer trail workers seeking to 
hone their skills. 

Anyone interested in attending the work
shop should contact the GMC for a registra
tion packet. 

STERLING SECTION 
HOSTS SPRING 

WALK-THROUGH 
WORKSHOP 

Each Spring, volunteers from the Green 
Mountain Club participate in the annual 
walk-through of the Long Trail. They remove 
blow-downs, clean waterbars and perform 
other tasks to prepare the Trail for use when 
the hiking season begins. 

Many hikers seem to feel that participation 
in this important task involves wielding 
chainsaws through knee-deep snow and mud 
- and so choose not to participate in this es
sential annual maintenance effort. 

This year, on Sunday, April 5 from 3 to 6 
p.m. at the new GMC facility on Rt. 100 at 
Waterbury Center, the Sterling Section will 
be hosting a slide show and discussion about 
the variety of jobs associated with the 
walk-through. The section wants to dispel 
myths about the process and encourage more 
participation in the annual LT walk-through. 

The event is timed to occur just before the 
spring walk-through, and the Sterling Section 
invites all GMC members to attend - espe
cially those who have little trail maintenance 
experience. 

This will be the first educational workshop 
at the new GMC facility! For more informa
tion, contact Bob Lindemann, Sterling Sec
tion President, at 888-3651. 

Bob Lindemann 
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ON THE WILD SIDE 
Hiking on the Long Trail is an excellent 

opportunity to get to know the flora of Ver
mont. Much of the Trail passes through ma
ture forest, so identifying the dominant tree 
species is both easy and rewarding. The wild
flowers with their showy blooms have no 
problem getting our attention. But what about 
all those ferns? Ferns are everywhere, filling 
the nooks and crannies of the woodlands. 
However, many people aren't sure how to tell 
one fern from another. Back when dinosaurs 
wandered the earth, fems ruled the plant king
dom. These primitive plants grew to the size 
of trees in a landscape of great swamps. Giant 
tree ferns of that prehistoric age produced 
much of the organic material which later be
came coal. Since that early time ferns have 
changed a great deal in size and habitat, but 
have changed little in overall makeup and 
manner of reproduction. 

Ferns are generally defined as flowerless 
plants growing from a rootstock. Stalks carry 
fronds (leaves) which bear spores on their 
lower surfaces. Even though there are over 60 
species of ferns in Vermont, identification is 
made easier when you know a few things 
about ferns. 

Each kind of fern has rather specific re
quirements for soil type, light and moisture. 
In a sunny, dry area, you could expect to find 
the coarse and strong Bracken Fern (Pteridium 
aquilinum). Look for it at trailheads where the 
topsoil is loose and thin. Sensitive Fern 
(Onoclea sensibilis) is found in low-lying wet 
areas. It's called Sensitive because it dies 
quickly with the first frost. You may find it 
near the water source at an LT shelter. 

One of the smaller ferns is Polypody 
(Polypodium vulgare), measuring only about 12 
inches tall. It prefers to grow in rich 
soil-covered rocks or on stumps or old logs in 
cool, damp shade. Devil's Gulch, near 
Ritterbush Camp, is a good place to find this 
evergreen fern. One of my favorite ferns is the 
Maidenhair (Adiantum pedatum). It loves a rich, 
shaded soil, often near rock outcrops in lime
stone areas. This delicate fern has a circular 
shape with black, wiry stalks and is a joy to 
behold. Hazen's Notch is one of many places 
along the Long Trail where you will find 
Maidenhair. 

Some good guidebooks to ferns are: A Field 
Guide to the Ferns by Boughton Cobb, 
Houghton Miffiin; How to Know the Ferns by 
Frances Parsons, Dover Publications; and 
Name that Fern by Elliot Blaustein, Saffyre 
Publications. 

Sharon Anderson 
(Sharon Anderson, naturalist and outdoor educator 
is an active Trail maintainer in the Northern Fron~ 
tier.) 
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THE BOOK REVIEW 
A. Blake Gardner, Vermont Wilds: 
A Focus on Preservation. 

Photos by A. Blake Gardner; text by Pauline and A. 
Blake Gardner. Pownal, Vt.: Storey Communica
tions, Inc., 1991. Pp. 134, chiefly illus. 

This collection of photographs from 
Vermont's wilderness areas is more than a 
handsome coffee table book, it has a mission. 
We must preserve what is left; for when it is 
gone, it's lost forever. With the state's pioneer 
environmental laws, Acts 250 and 200, under 
renewed attack in the current legislature, it is a 
timely reminder of what state conservation
ists are fighting to save. 

The Gardners, who live in Bennington, 
spent two years recording "the exceptional 
variety of ecosystems and geologic treasures 
that are the heart ofVermont's natural beauty, 
hoping that the images would stimulate ad
miration and concern for our wild heritage." 
It is difficult not to feel moved by this beauti
ful volume, well printed and designed by 

LAND FOR SALE 
BYTHEGMC 

30.3 surveyed acres in Fletcher, Ver
mont with frontage on Rte. 108. Ap
proximately 1l:i of the property is wet
land and the floodplain of Black Creek; 
the remainder is a wooded hillside. Rail
road tracks and a power line cross the 
property. 

Asking price: $18,000. Proceeds to 
benefit the Long Trail Protection Fund. 
Please contact Susan Shea at the GMC 
office for more information. 

Storey Communications of Pownal. 
Blake Gardner's photographs are not re

peats of the stereotypical images of Vermont: 
the Holstein cows, the tapping of maple trees, 
the village square. His is the wild Vermont 
untouched by human endeavor. Many of the 
pictures are close-ups or medium-range 
views, rich in detail, texture, and color. There 
are symphonies in green (ferns, moss, grass), 
etudes in blue (clouds, water, snow), and so
natas in gold (foliage, evening light). The 
compositions are clean and uncluttered. 

The photographs speak so eloquently that 
the captions are largely redundant. We want 
to know where the pictures were taken, but 
anything more seems almost intrusive. The 
captions that work best are the universal quo
tations by environmental giants such as Wil
liam 0. Douglas, Aldo Leopold, and others. I 
especially liked a passage from Thoreau's "Es
say on 'Walking"' (1851) next to a scene from 
Groton State Forest: ''When I would re-create 
myself, I seek the darkest wood .... I enter as a 
sacred place, a Sanctum sanctorum. There is 
the strength, the marrow of Nature." 

A review in a Vermont weekly criticized 
Vermont Wilds for resembling Eliot Porter's na
ture photography. That is like saying that if 
you have seen one scarlet maple leaf on the 
ground, you have seen them all. For me, the 
association with Porter's work was positive. 
The same reviewer found it ironic that the 
book is co-sponsored by the Vermont Natu
ral Resources Council and Green Mountain 
Power Corporation. No one doubts the pub
lic relations value to the company for such a 
sponsorship, but very little in this world is 
achieved without compromise and coopera
tion. 

I give the last word to U. S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy, a skilled photographer himself, who 
says in the foreword: "Mr. Gardner shows us 
the wonders that await [future generations] ... , 
if we are wise enough to preserve these trea
sures" - the Vermont wilds. 

Reidun D. Nuquist 

CLASSIFIED 

FOUND: Camera on Middlesex Trail 
of Mt. Hunger. Found in October. Call 
(802) 658-0912 to claim. 

HELP WANTED: Trip leaders. Hike, 
backpack, canoe. Extensive wilderness 
tripping program at girls' residential 
summer camp in Maine woods. Plan, 
pack, lead overnights, day trips. 6120 to 
8/27. Salary, travel allowance, room, 
board. Non-smokers. Kippewa, Box 
307, Wesrvvood, MA 02090-0001, (617) 
762-8291. 
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GMCSECTION 
EVENTS CALENDAR 
The cold's still here but a thaw is on the horizon. 

GMC sections will be active as the season changes 
from Winter to Spring- on the calendar, at least. A list 
of some upcoming activities follows. At-large mem
bers and members from other sections are welcome 
on these events, but be sure to call ahead to check if 
space is available and to confirm meeting times and 
places. 

Full Section activity schedules are available from 
each GMC Section directly or from the Club office 
with a S.A.S.E. (please specify which Section's sched
ule you would like). 

Sat. & Sun., March 7 and 8 Brattleboro Section -
Story Spring Shelter Ski Tour with overnight camping 
option. Call Mark Brown at (802) 254-4647. 

Sun. March 15 Burlington Section - Slide Show, 
"Day Hiking at 10,000 Ft" Call Rich and Sherry Larsen 
at (802) 878-6828. 

Weds .. March 18 Bennington Section - Full Moon 
cross country ski tour. 1-2 hrs. Woodford State Park. 
Meet 6:30 p.m. at First Vermont Bank parking lot. 
Call Bob or Jeff Nixon between 4:30 and 6 p.m. at 
(802) 832-7221. 

Sun. March 22 Sterling Section - Monroe Skyline 
cross-country ski tour, for experts. Meet 8 a.m. at the 
Sugarbush north parking lot. Call Smith Edwards at 
(802) 253-7765. 

Sun. March 29 Killington Section - Sugar on snow, 
traditional winter treat, 2 p.m. at the Unitarian Uni
versalist Church, Rutland. Call Linda Pellerin at 
(802) 773-7779. 

Sat. April 4 Connecticut Section - Housatonic 
River Ramble, canoe from Cornwall Covered Bridge 
to Cornwall Housatonic State Park. 10 miles, some 
white water. Call Anthony H . Shookus 
(203) 666-5191. 

GMC CALENDAR 

Second Class 
Postage 

PAID 
Montpelier, VT 

and other locations 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
First Baptist Church, Brattleboro, VT, 6 p.m., March 17 

CONNECTICUT SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
Grange Hall, Cheshire, CT, 6 p.m., March 21 

GMC BOARD Of DIRECTORS MEETING 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center, VT, 9:30 a.m., March 21 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
Smith College Field House, Northampton, MA, 12 p.m., March 22 

LARAWAY SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
Hazen's Notch Ski Touring Center, 

Montgomery Center, VT, Potluck, 4 p.m., March 28 

SPRING TRAIL WALK-THROUGH WORKSHOP 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center, VT, 3-6 p.m., April 5 

ALPINE TRAIL MANAGERS CONFERENCE 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center, VT, Time TBA, April 11-12 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE WORKSHOP 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center, VT, 9:30 a.m., May 9 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING 
Friendship Inn, Quechee, VT, 9:30 a.m.,June 6 

GMC BOARD Of DIRECTORS MEETING 
Friendship Inn, Quechee, VT, 2 p.m.,June 6 

INTIRSECTIONAL 
Camp Ondawa, Sunderland, VT, August 22-30 
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