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KILLINGTON/PICO NEGOTIATIONS REACH CRITICAL 
POINT 

GMC President Brian Fitzgerald Reports 
In recent months Fred Preston and I have 

spent a great deal of time and nergy work
ing on trail prot~ction in the K:illingt~n/ Pico 
area . The situation changes almost daily, and 
this report will unquestionably be outdated 
by the time you read it. The Rutland press 
might be more up to date, but it often does 
not cover the issues that concern the GMC. 
I'll try to do that here. 

Mediated talks between Killington, Pico, 
GMC, ATC, six other environmental groups, 
the State of Vermont, area landowners, local 
officials and other interested parties began in 
June and continued into late September. 
These sessions were chaired by a federal 
mediator who had been brought in by the Na
tional Park Service (NPS) as part of their en
vironmental analysis of trail protection options 
in the Killington/Pico area. The objective of 
these meetings was to develop a comprehen
sive agreement that protects the LT I AT and 
preserves wildlife habitat while still allowing 
the ski areas to expand. 

Killington and Pico made a proposal at our 
first meeting. The two areas want to merge, 
but to do so they must be able to physically 
connect their facilities. That connection, con
sisting of a ski lift and associated trails, must 
cross the LT I AT. Also, for business reasons, 
they have to complete the merger before July 
31, 1991. To their credit, Killington and Pico 
proposed donating large tracts of undeveloped 
land for conservation purposes. Also to their 
credit they have modified their original pro
posal in response to concerns the trail and 
conservation groups have raised about the 
LT I AT, wildlife habitat protection, and other 
issues. 

Killington and Pico entered these discus
sion under fairly strict time con rraints . In 
order for th companies to merge by the mid
dle of next year, they ne d a guarantee that 
they can actually connect the two ski areas. 
That guarantee is th lift and trails necessary 
to make the connection. But before they can 

break ground for these projects they need to 
obtain Act 250 permits, a process that can take 
several months. In order to meet this deadline 
they had to file their permit application in ear
ly October while negotiations were ongoing. 
It is also very important to the ski areas that 
they receive their permits and be allowed to 
construct the interconnect next year, even 
though the federal review that will assess the 
impacts on the Trail will not be completed un
til 1992. 

As of mid-October, we are still negotiating 
with Killington and Pico in the hope of 
reaching an agreement. We are also prepar
ing to participate in the Act 250 proceedings 
and NPS hearings scheduled for late October 
and early November. The outcome of our 
negotiations with the ski areas will determine 
our position in the regulatory process. 

The Killington Range from Blue Ridge. 

The strict time limit imposed by Kill
ington's business needs has put the Green 
Mountain Club in a very difficult position. 
In 1988 we recommended to the Park Service 
that they prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the LT I AT corridor 
between Shrewsbury and Sherburne Pass. 
After NPS executed an easement agreement 
with Killington in early 1989 without any 
public input, we felt even more strongly that 
an EIS was called for, since the EIS process 
allows ample opportunity for public participa
tion . Senator Leahy apparently agreed and 
subsequently introduced legislation that re
quired an EIS. The EIS is progressing, but 
it won't be completed until 1992 . Our con
cern: if we enter into an agreement now that 
allows for ski lift and trail crossings of the 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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NOTICES & REMINDERS 
Intersectional 1991 

Plans are underway for Intersectional 1991. 
More people are needed to serve on the In
tersectional Committee. Specifically needed 
are a hikes coordinator and an evening pro
gram coordinator. Other people are also en
couraged to get involved with the Commit
tee. If you have ideas for programs at Intersec
tional we need to hear about them. If you are 
interested in volunteering for the Committee, 
leading a hike or have a program that you 
would like to present, please write to Intersec
tional 1991, GMC, P .O. Box 889, Mont
pelier, VT 05601. 

KILLINGTON 

(Continued from Page 1) 

LT I AT, are we precluding the public's right 
to comment on what is appropriate protec
tion for the Trail in this area? 

What is adequate protection for the 
LT I AT? How do we preserve the public's 
right to comment? Does the certainty of an 
agreement, even though it doesn't provide the 
level of protection we would like, outweigh 
the uncertainty that we might achieve better 
protection through the Act 250 process or NPS 
acquisition of the trail corridor? We are still 
struggling with these questions, and we don't 
have all the answers . 

Injuly I assembled a small group ofGMC 
members to assist in these decisions as the 
negotiations, EIS and Act 250 proceedings 
progress. In September, the Board of Direc
tors gave that group the authority to conclude 
an agreement if the group believes it is in the 
best interest of the Trail. The decisions will 
not be easy ones. 

by Brian T. Fitzgerald 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGE
MENT AND CIRCULATION (ACT OF 
OCTOBER 23, 1962 , SECTION 4369, TITLE 39, 
UNITED STATES CODE); FILING DATE, 
OCT. , 1990. 

1. THE LONG TRAIL NEWS, Publication No. 
318840, published four times a year at Montpelier, 
Vt. 

2. Office of publication and general business 
offices located at 43 State St., P.O. Box 889, Mont
pelier, Vt. 05601; Editor, Katherine Borchert, 43 
State Street, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601. 

3. Owner: The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
4 . Average number of copies, each issue during 

preceding 12 months: Total number of copies 
printed, 4, 763, mailed subscriptions, 4, 116; total paid 
circulation, 4, 116; sample copies, 198; total distribu
tion, 4,314; miscellaneous office use and otherwise 
not distributed, 449; total , 4,763. 

5. Actual number of copies of single issue pub
li heel nearest to filing date: Total numb r of copies 
primed, 4,750; mail subscriptions, 4,259; total paid 
circulation, 4,259; sample copies, 197; total distribu
tion, 4,456; miscellaneous office use and otherwise 
not distributed , 294; total, 4, 750. 

KATHERINE BORCHERT, Editor 

Binoculars Found 

A hiker write thaL he found a pair of 
binoculars at Cooley Glen helter in late 

eptember. Th owner may claim them by 
identifying th mak and model. Contact 
Guyon Phjilips aL 4406 Graham Road, 
Greensboro, NC 27410. 

Projects for Home Typists 

The Field Program is looking for a 
volunteer who has a home computer and 
would be willing to work on several long typ
ing projects. The Long Trail System Manage
ment Plan and the Unit III Action Plan both 
need to be typed. Once they are on a com
puter disk, the disk could be mailed to the of
fice. You could work at your convenience and 
your location ne d not be in or even near Ver
mont! Please contact the office if you can help 
out with these projects. 

PLEASE! 
patronize L TN advertisers 
they help make your support 

of the GMC do more 

QUEST 
.... 

For crui,i ng 4uidl) on day hi~e~ paci\ing 
liJ#hl or e\·en mountain bikmI;.. lheri: \ no better way 1han 

lightYieight m the Merrdl Que:-.t 

M ERRELL 
T R AIL SHOES 

ClimbHigb_ 
Shelburne, Vermont 

IJ~~~[IJ 
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HIKER INJURED DO YOU WANT 'IO SKI YELLOWS'IONE? 
Kimball T. Simpson, GMC Treasurer, 

was injured while hiking on Stowe Pinnacle 
on July 28, 1990. He was Ii er carried off the 
mountain by the Stowe Rescue Squad. Eric 
Chittenden was helpful in notifying the ap
propriate authorities. Kim requested that the 
following letter be published here: 

Dear Stowe Rescue Squad: 

I want to thank all 14 members of the Stowe 
Rescue Squad who participated in carrying 
me off of the Stowe Pinnacle TraiJ on July 28. 
The professionalism, training and concern for 
my safety that was evident in all aspects of the 
operation was appreciated. From the moment 
the first member of the crew arrived until I 
was delivered to the Emergency Room at 
Copley Hospital I felt that I was under ex
cellent care. 

I do not minimize the plain hard work that 
it took to get me off the mountain. That was 
also noted and appreciated. 

I am sorry I did not obtain the names of 
the individuals that were involved. I thank 
each of you and want you to know that all of 
your efforts served to resolve a potentially 
serious situation. 

The exact diagnosis was a completely rup
tured quadraceps tendon. Apparently this is 
a relatively rare occurrence. I have been told 
that a complete recovery can be expected and 
that I will be back hiking by next summer. 

Again, thank you for coming to my 
assistance on July 28. The entire operation 
was handled in an extremely professional 
manner and is greatly appreciated by myself 
and my family. s· el mcer y, 

Kimball T. Simpson 

STAFF NEWS & NOTES 
Congratulations to GMC Secretary Debra 

Cherson and her husband Edward 
McSweeney on the birth of their first child, 
Arianna. 

Roberta Mall joined the GMC staff in late 
summer as part-time bookkeeper. In addition, 
she is putting in a few extra hours at the front 
desk during Debra's materoity leave. Ro?erta 
lives in Waitsfield with her husband JLm. 

The GMO bid ' goodbye to seasonal Field 
Assistant Mark Guilmette this month as he 
wraps up the 1990 field season. An avid 
recycler, Mark leaves rhe office staff well 
trained in the ins and ou ts of recycling 
envelopes, newspaper, plastic bottles, etc. 
Thank you Mark! 

The Clubwide Activities Committee has 
finalized plans for the 1991 Yellowstone Ski 
trip on March 3-11, 1991!! About 15 GMCers 
will meet in Jackson, WY on Sunday night, 
March 3. On Monday, March 4, we will 
travel by bus to Yellowstone's South Entrance 
and then by snow coach to the Old Faithful 
site. We have reserved two person cabins for 
six nights. Meals will be at either the Old 
Faithful Restaurant or Snack Bar as cooking 
is not allowed in or near the cabins. 

Participants will get maps of all the ski trails 
in the area and be allowed to plan their own 
activity. There is no guide and no schedule 
to keep. Each person will be free to ski 
whenever they wish (within Park restrictions 
- no waterskiing in the geyser please!). There 
are trails of various length, rated at all levels 

NEWLY CREATED 
FACILITIES SEARCH 

COMMITTEE AT WORK 
An ad hoc Facilities Search Committee 

created over the summer was formally 
recognized as one of the two new committees 
by the Board of Directors at their September 
meeting. 

Co-chaired by Board member Eric Chit
tenden and Exe utive Advi ory Council 
(EAC) member Bob Otcerberg, the Commit
tee has met regularly through the fall to 
research the Club's facility needs and develop 
corresp0ncling site selecLion criteria. Two im
mediate needs being addressed are more space 
and visibility for the Club headquarters . 

Currently, the Cammi tee is developing a 
business plan, working on financial and fund 
raising analyses, and conducting a regional 
site search with the volunteer assistance of 
several professionals in the fields of banking 
an<l real estate. 

There is much to be done before the Com
mittee can develop a workable plan for presen
tation to the EAC and, at some point in the 
future, to the Board. The Committee 
welcomes input, ideas and support from all 
GMC members. Please contact the co-chairs 
at the Club offices: Eric Chittenden and Bob 
Otterberg, GMC, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, 
VT 05601. 

NORTHERN FRONTIER HIKER SHUTTLE & LODGING 

Shuttle service to and from LT trailheads, VT Transit bus & Voyageur 
House. Lodging with meals/hot showers/free parking. Call or write 
for complete information. (802) 326-4789. 

Voyageur House 
Route 242 - Box 101 OG 

Montgomery Center, VT 05471 
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of difficulty. It's possible to catch a snow coach 
to a more distant place for even more variety 
(cost extra). There are also snowmobiles to 
rent, but don't panic, they are restricted to the 
roads and not allowed on the ski trails. 

GMCers have always been a friendly 
bunch, so if you're olo on th is trip you 
shouJdn't have too much trouble finding others 
to ski with. 

We return to Jackson on March 10 for a 
final evening and return home on March 11 . 

Here's the nitty gritty. The cost is $370. ln
cluded is a motel room inJackson on March 
3 & 10, the cabin at Old Faithful, and ground 
transport between] ackson and Old Faithful. 
FOOD IS NOT INCLUDED! Since we'll be 
eating in restaurants at all times, I talked to 
previous visitors and they say prices are 
"reasonable." Also not included is transpor
tation between home and Wyoming. Air far 
currently runs $375-425 R/T from Bur
lington. If you want to fly from Burlington 
we'll try to arrang a group. 

A few of us are planning to stay a few extra 
days for some alpine skiing and are checking 
package deals. Interested? 

For questions, (and possibly answer ) con
tact Andy Squires, P.O. Box 334, Richmond, 
VI' 05477, Tel. 434-2533. 

Reservations are due at the GMC Office 
by December 31, 1990 and must include 
payment. 

YELLOWSTONE 
RESERVATIONS 

Due at GMC Office by 
December 31, 1990 

NAME(S) _______ _ 

ADDRESS ________ _ 

DAY PHONE - --- ---

NIGHT PHONE _____ _ 

Do You: ___ Wish to fly with 
a group from 
Burlington, VT 
(cost extra) 

____ Wish to ski 
Jackson Hole area 
after the 
Yellowstone trip? 

Please enclose $3 7 5 per person for 
GMC Yellowstone Excursion March 
3-11, 1991. Make checks payable to 
Green Mountain Club, Inc. Mail to: 
G MC, P. 0. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 
05601 
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GMC LAND PROfECTION 
REPORT 

August 1990 - October 1990 

During the last three months, the Green 
Mountain Club's Long Trail Protection Pro
gram has continued to make good progress. 
Closings took place on two Long Trail 
properties : 

1) The Blank Property - 356 acres in 
Johnson which include % mile of the Long 
Trail and an important trailhead between 
Prospect Rock and Barrows Camp. 

2) The DLD Property - 171 acres in Jay, 
which include Y2 mile of the Long Trail. This 
parcel was an inholding in the Atlas Timber 
Property, which was acquired by the Nature 
Conservancy in June. 

The Nature Conservancy now holds title 
to both properties, and will transfer them to 
the Green Mountain Club after the GMC has 
raised the funds necessary to repurchase the 
land. 

The Club met several times with the Ver
mont Department of Forests, Parks, and 
Recreation to discuss the expenditure of the 
$450,000 appropriated to the Agency by the 
Legislature for acquisition of Long Trail 
properties. Due to the wording of the legisla
tion, and the small size of the state land ac
quisition staff, the Club expects to do most 
of the landowner negotiation and legwork to 
effect the purchase of these properties, 
although the State will hold title. A public 
hearing on the expenditure of this appropria
tion was held in late October. The GMC gave 
a presentation on the accomplishments and 
future priorities of the Long Trail Protection 
Program. 

GMC Land Protection Coordinator, Susan 
Shea, assisted by Land Protection Commit
tee members Smith Edwards, Rolf Anderson, 
and Tom Joslin, continued to work with 
landowners interested in selling their proper
ties to the GMC or donating conservation 
easements for the Trail. 

The fourteen town planning commissions 
and five regional planning commissions along 
the Long Trail route in northern Vermont 
were contacted and sent information on the 
Trail and its location in their towns. The Club 
has offered to work with the towns on protec
ting the Trail through the planning process . 

by Susan Shea 
Land Protection Coordinator 

LAND PROTECTION 
PROGRAM NEEDS 

VOLUNTEERS 

The Green Mountain Club's Long Trail 
Protection Program from time to time has a 
need for licensed surveyors, civil engineers, 
and attorneys willing to donate services to 
assist in the acqui ition of Long Trail proper
ties. If you think you may be able to help, 
please contact Susan Shea, Land Protection 
Coordinator, at 223-3463. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
T he last few years have seen a number of 

changes in the C lub. We have a mend cl the 
bylaws, adopted new personnel policies, 
changed our staff structure, improved our 
membership administration and developed 
new budgeting procedures. More recently, the 
Executive Advisory Council has had discus
sions with Fred Preston that have focused on 
a variety of issues, including the structure of 
our board, the bylaws, membership issues, the 
relationship between the GMC and its Sec
tions, our financial practices, and how our 
committee structure functions . Because these 
are all organizational issues, they are obscure 
and largely irrelevant to the average hiker , 
even though improvements in tbes areas do 
indirectly improve our ability to manage the 
Long Trail System. 

While we've been making changes that af
fect the organization, we have made very few 
changes to our trail management programs. 
The Ranger-Naturalist, Caretaker, and Long 
Trail Patrol programs are much as they were 
in the late 1970's. Our Shelter Adopter pro
gram has not changed for nearly a decade, 
nor have our Spring and Fall Walk-Throughs. 
Many of the Sections are still struggling to get 
volunteers to do trail work. From the hiker's 
perspective, it seems that in 1990 the GMC 
is doing much the same as it did in 1980. 

T hat is not to say that we are not properly 
managing the trail. We are, but we are doing 
so to a standard that is outdated. In the late 
1970's the GMC was a leader in trail manage
ment. Our programs and policies were models 
for other organizations in the northeast, many 
of whom followed our example by develop
ing their own caretaker, ranger, and trail crew 
programs. The Appalachian Mountain Club, 
Appalachian Trail Conference, and Adiron
dack Mountain Club have all developed field 
programs that have been influenced by the 

LAND PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED 

On September 8, 1990, the Green Moun
tain Club Board of Directors established a 
Land Protection Committee of 12 members . 
Smith Edwards was appointed Chair. The 
Land Protection Committee will work on set
ting policy for the Long Trail Protection Pro
gram, and assist the GMC Land Protection 
Coordinator with landowner contact and 
other projects. Some of the issues the Com
mittee is expected to address are: guidelines 
for the resale of excess land GMC acquires 
during the course of its protection program 
and the stewardship and monitoring ofGMC
owned land and conservation easements. 

GMC's experience. But as they developed 
th ir programs, we managed o':1~· It has bee? 
many years since we have cru uruzed our trail 
management programs and made any 
substantive changes. 

This winter we arc going to look very closely 
at how we manage the trail. Rather than ex
amine our management policies, we will focus 
on how we apply them . The Long Range 
P lanning C ommittee will take the lead , but 
they will be working closely with other com
mittees, the Sections and our management 
partn rs. It will be a comprehensive revie:-V 
of our trail mana gement programs and will 
result in a plan for improvement . I hop that 
many people will get involved in this project. 
Please contact me or Long Range Planning 
Committee Chair Ben Davis if you would like 
to contribute. 

While we must work to keep the Green 
Mountain Club an effective trail management 
organization, we cannot lose sight of the Long 
Trail that we manage and the hikers we serve. 
It is time for us to refocus our energy on the 
Long Trail, and this review is but the first 
step. 

,:.~ ., .... .... ·~ .... -t:·"" ~ 

by Brian T. Fitzgerald 

LEAVE 
NOTHING 

BUT 
FOOTPRINTS! 

• REMOVE ALL LITTER · 
FROM TRAILS. 
If you pack it in, pack it out. 

• PROTECTWATERSUPPLIES. 
Wash dishes and self well away 

from surface water. 

• PLEASE USE OUTHOUSES. 

CLEAN WOODLANDS 
ARE 

YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY! 

For informatio n on how you ca n help maintai n 
a nd protect the Long Trail, contact: 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

P.O. BOX 889 
MONTPELIER, VT 05601 
802·223-346'.l 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB BOARD OF DIREC'IORS MEETING 
The Green Mountain Club Board of Direc

tors met on September 8, 1990 at the Holi
day Inn in Waterbury, Vermont. Thirty
seven directors and guests attended. Prior to 
the meeting, Kevin Peterson, Appalachian 
Trail Conference (ATC) New England Field 
Representative, spoke to the group about the 
Trail Assessment now being done by ATC 
member clubs for the entire Appalachian 
Trail. The GMC also plans to implement a 
Trail Assessment for the entire Long Trail 
System. The assessment will give the Club an 
updated bird's-eye view of trail and shelter 
problems the length of the trail system. 

Treasurer Kim Simpson reported that last 
year's deficit has been brought down to just 
over $14,000, and noted that the Club has 
hired a new bookkeeper - Roberta Mall. Club 
President Brian Fitzgerald reported on a new 
vigor in volunteer-staff interactions with a 
number of exciting Committee and member
ship initiatives in the works. Brian further 
reported on the solid progress in trail corridor 
protection over the past six months, noting 
in particular the efforts of Susan Shea, GM C 
Land Protection Coordinator, and Smith 
Edwards. 

Bob Pramuk reported for the USFS on trail 
happenings in the Green Mountain National 
Forest (GMNF). A setback in the proposed 
Rt. 140 crossing by the Appalachian Trail has 
pushed resolution of this difficult AT ques-

tion back by several months. Bob reported on 
the completion of several land protection ef
forts in the GMNF, ·and noted that Long Trail 
Patrol work done in the Forest this year was 
excellent. 

Paul Hannan reported for the Vermont 
Department of Forests, Parks, and Recrea
tion (FP&R), noting excellent relations 
between the Club and FP&R. Of note, the 
GMC is now on the Combined State 
Charitable Appeal Checkoff for state 
employees. 

During an Executive Session discussion of 
the Killington trail easement mediation 
process, the Board authorized Brian Fitz
gerald to accept or reject a mediated agree
ment with Ski Ltd. upon consultation with the 
Club's Killington Advisory Group. 

Following lunch, Directors voted to appoint 
Joe Frank and Faith Brown to fill unexpired 
At-large Directorships, following the earlier 
resignations from the Board of Mary Deaett 
and Jeff Silman. 

Executive Director Fred Preston reported 
on his first two months in the office, noting 
that he has spent much time meeting with peo
ple, working on the new budget format, and 
attending the Killington easement negotia
tions. Tackling the Vision Statement is the 
challenge ahead. 

Executive Assistant Katherine Borchert 
reported that the office will be without a 

Vermont Voyageur Equipment 
(802) 326-4 789 
[9:00 AM-5:30 PM Mon-Sat) 

Wind Rivet 
Anorak 
&Pants 
Four-season protection 
from wind, sun & cold, 
dry snow. 

Sizes: XS-XL 
Colors: Red, Tan, Royal Blue, 

Forest Green & Rust 

Perfect for nordic skiing, snow- L..:....:_..::.-_.:._:.-- - :;::Co_.s-=-t: 
shoeing. hiking & backpacking. Anorak S48.oo 
Original design chosen for use by National Pants S39. oo 
Outdoor Leadership School. Proven on uPS 1f~~;P~; 
expeditions throughout North America 
by thousands of NOLS students. 

Route 242 - Box JOJOG, Montgomery Center, VT 054 71 
For a free mail order catalog describing Vermont Voyageur clothing & equipment, Limmer 
Boots, guidebooks & more, call or write VVE. Or visit our shop near Jay Peak & at the Hazen·s 
Noteh Outdoor Center. Call ahead though-we may be out skiing on the Catamount Trail. 
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Secretary for six months, and that existing 
staff and volunteers will fill the gaps. Sue 
Lester, GMC Field Supervisor, reported on 
the completion of summer work by the Long 
Trail Patrol, and on a generally successful 
summer Caretaker and Ranger-Naturalist 
program. Sue introduced Mark Guilmette, 
the Club's Field Assistant, who, with Sue, 
trained and supervised the over two dozen 
summer field employees. 

GMC Committees reported on a wide 
range of activities. Eric Chittenden reported 
for the newly formed Facilities Search Com
mittee and the work it has done over the sum
mer in identifying criteria for a permanent 
GMC headquarters facility. Bob Lindemann, 
reporting for Guidebooks and Publications, 
pointed out that a mechanism needs to be set 
in place to ensure that all the trails we adver
tise in our publications are inspected and 
maintained on a regular basis. Kate 
Donaghue reported for Membership Com
mittee, noting continuing work on member
ship simplification, timely follow-up of 
greeting and information now being sent to 
new Section members, and work being done 
with Katherine Borchert on a new member
ship brochure. Ben Davis reported for Trails 
& Shelters Committee, and Directors voted 
in favor of a recommendation to close the 
no rt~ end of the Jay Loop spur due to severe 
erosion. 

Directors then voted to appoint Rolf Ander
son, Board member and active trail worker 
in Northern Frontier, trail adopters of the 
northernmost LT, to be the Club's represen
tative to the Catamount Trail Association's 
Board of Directors. Rolf has been active in 
the building of the Catamount Trail in 
northern Vermont. Directors then voted to 
approve Committee appointments for the 
1990-91 year and created two Special Com
mittees: Facili ties Search Committee, co
chaired by Bob Otterberg and Eric Chit
tenden and the Land Protection Committee, 
chaired by mith Edwards. 

Sue Shea, GMC Land Protection Coor
dinator, reported on a wide variety of actions 
affecting many properties and landowners and 
many miles of Long Trail. (See report 
elsewhere in this issue.) Directors voted to 
authorize the Nature Conservancy to act on 
the Club's behalf in purchasing the 1, 300 acre 
Laraway Mountain parcel. 

Directors voted unanimously to Amend the 
GMC Bylaws to allow the GMC Annual 
meeting to be held on a Saturday or Sunday 
in May or June. This will give planners more 
latitude in choosing sites and may help boost 
attendance. In closing, Directors voted to fur
ther recognize the many years of dedication 
and hard work by Ray Auger, former GMC 
Field Supervisor, with a momento of thanks. 

by Ben Davis 
GMC Secretary 
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RAY AUGER 
NEW CATAMOUNT 

TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE DIREC10R 

Former Field Supervisor Ray Auger has 
been named the new Executive Director of the 
Catamount Trail Association. Founded in 
1985, the non-profit CT A is working to build 
and maintain a cross-country ski trail run
ning the length of Vermont. Based in Bur
lington, the CT A has approximately 600 
members . Congratulations to Ray from the 
GMC! 

GIFTS 

Long Trail Protection Fund 

In Memory of Louis P. Farnsworth from 
Daniel B. Houston 

In Memory of Joseph W.A. Whitehorne, III 
from the Bread Loaf Section 

In Memory of Joseph W.A. Whitehorne, III 
from Elsie W. Triebig 

In Memory of Dorothy Kelton from 
Mary Hogg 

In Memory of Paul S. Massie from 
Robert E. Johnson 

New Life Members 

Michael Newhouse, Princeton, NJ 

Matching Gifts 

Peter Flood and International 
Business Machines 

Your 
Membership 

in the 
Green Mountain Club 

Maintains and 
Protects This Trail 
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To Join, Contact the GMC at: 

P.O. Box 889 
Montpelier, Vermont 05601 
802-223-3463 

1990 INTERSECTIONAL 

The 1990 Inter ectional at Camp Thorpe 
in Goshen was altended by over 70 people. 
The week was filled with many activities both 
at the camp and excursi ns away from camp. 

During the day there was hiking, canoe
ing, caving and bicycling. For people work
ing on their end-to-end or peak bagging there 
was car pooling and car potting available. For 
those staying around camp there was a swim
mjng pool, fishing pond, and short hikes in 
the area. The children enjoyed the well
equipped playground and spent many hours 
there. 

The evening diversions included sing
alongs around the campfire, a covered dish 
upper, and a spaghetti supper. The day after 

Steve Pulling presented an evening talk on 
ori nte ring, a group wcnl out to test their 
skills in th woods. They were abl to orient 
through the woods and g t back to camp so 
the le sons must have been successfi.Jl. 

The Salt Asb erenade.rs performed on 
Wednesday ev ning. It was especially fun to 
have a live band for the annual square and 
contra dance. On aturday Herb Ogden gave 
a slide show on hiking in Germany. 

eve.ml years ago during an especially rainy 
lnterse tional, Frenchy Garfield ca.me up with 
the idea of having a n auction as an evening's 
ntertainment. Camp rs brought things that 

they didn't want and the merchandi e was sold 
to the highest bidder. This became an annual 
intersectional event with this year's auction 
raising $72 for the Long Trail Protection 
Fund. 

The 1990 lntersectional was a great suc
cess and we are looking forward to a different 
location in 1991. Thanks to all the hike leaders 

and people who worked on the evening 
programs. 

by Sue Carey 

Photo by Rob Carey 
Youngsters Mara Carey and Andrew 

Gomme playing in camp, lntersectional, 
1990. 

.Plloto by Rob Carey 
John Van Horn cooks breakfast in front of his tent. Tent site-s or cabins were 

available to those staying overnight at lntersectional, 1990. 
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LONG TRAIL PROTECTION FUND 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN REPORT 

A very busy time of year is upon all of us 
who are working on and associated with this 
major campaign. It is also a time to appeal 
to GMC Club members and friends of the 
Long Trail alike to seriously consider an end 
of the year gift, a payment on a previously 
made pledge to the Campaign and an oppor
tunity to ask friends and relatives to join the 
swelling ranks of the Campaign activists. 

Several days ago, a Club member called 
and asked me to send him a packet of 
materials so he could get them into the hands 
of a friend of his who he is going to ask to join 

the 265 Mile Club. Any of you who have 
similar thoughts, do not hesitate to call or 
write and I will gladly send you some cam
paign materials for your use in inviting others 
to join and support our shared cause. Personal 
solicitation and word of mouth can work 
wonders! Now to some Campaign news. 

* I am delighted to report that the Norcross 
Wildlife Fou.ndation of New York City 
has contributed a second grant of$20,000 
to the Campaign. These funds will be 
used to assist with the purchase of the 

BOOKSTORE NOTES 

New to the GMC Bookstore & Pack Backet 
this month are Green Mountain Club t-shirts, 
Long Trail Protection Fund wildlife prints and 
the Catamount Trail Association's "Ski Tours 
in Vermont: Five Tours Along the Cata
mount Trail." Think of them for holiday gifts 
and stocking stuffers ! 

A new product for the Club, GMC t-shirts 
come in three different designs - a hiker, a view 
of Camel's Hump and a vertical series of hik
ing scenes. All are printed in four or five 
colors on heavy weight, 100% cotton tees. 
The shirts are a colorful statement of the 
wearer's connection to the GMC, the Green 
Mountains and the Long Trail. 

The Long Trail Protection Fund wildlife 
prints were introduced last summer in a 
special offering to raise funds for the L TPF. 
We continue to sell them in cooperation with 
the Gallery on the Green in Woodstock, VT 
(see article elsewhere in this issue) and hope 
to make it easier for GMC members to order 

the prints by including them on the Bookstore 
and Pack Basket order form. 

"Ski Tours in Vermont: Five Tours Along 
the Catamount Trail" contains five individual 
maps and route descriptions, a state-wide in
dex map and general information about the 
Catamount Cross-country Ski Trail. There 
are ski tours through gentle, rolling terrain 
connecting ski center with ski center as well 
as backcountry tours through the Green 
Mountain National Forest. 

Fifty Hikes in Vermont continues to sell at a 
good clip. Feedback from hikers has been ex
celJent with the exception of the Deer Leap 
Mountain hike. This area has been overrun 
with 'booLlcg,' or side trails, making it very 
confusing for hikers. We are advising people 
to avoid the trail until it can be better marked 
and reconsidering its inclusion in the next 
printing of Fifty Hikes. Please call the Club for 
an update on the trail's condition if you do 
decide to hike it. 

Take your pick! The new GMC t-shirt comes in three different designs. From left, 
they are a hiker, a vertical collection of hiking scenes and a mountain silhouette of 
Camel's Hump. Special thanks are due the Cold Hollow Cider Mill for donating the 
artwork for the t-shirts. 
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Laraway Mountain lands that we are cur
rently negotiating to buy from the English 
owners. We particularly want to thank 
Arthur Norcross and Richard Reagan for 
their support and assistance with this grant 
application. You may recall that in 1987 
the Foundation awarded a $50,000 grant 
to the Club for the Meltzer purchase. 

* We have just been informed that the 
Windham Foundation has awarded its 
third $5,000 grant to the Fund. We would 
like to thank Stephan Morse and the 
Trustees of the Foundation for their con
tinuing interest in and support of the 
Campaign. 

* Proposals have been sent to the following 
granting sources and we are awaiting their 
decisions. 

• Edwin S. Webster Foundation 

• Louise Breason May Foundation 

• Anonymous Foundation 

• Ben & Jerry's Foundation 

• An article on our plans for next year's "Save 
The Long Trail Hike-A-Thon" appears in 
this issue. The key to success for the 
bicentennial Hike-A-Thon will be the hard 
work of scores of GMC members and 
friends. I urge you to make this event a part 
of your plans for 1991. It should be a 
memorable experience and a creative way 
to help the Campaign. We need leaders 
and hikers so please consider stepping for
ward. And it will be fun!! Thanks to 
Reidun Nuquist for writing the article and 
serving on the publicity sub-committee for 
the Hike-A-Thon. 

* We would like to thank the Thor-Lo Sock 
Company of North Carolina and Climb 
High of Shelburne, VT for a recent sock 
promotion at the store which generated 
more than $600 for the Campaign. In par
ticular, Mike Shadroui of Thor-Lo and 
Helmut Lenes of Climb High have gone 
the extra mile to help us and we are very 
appreciative of their willingness to help and 
their recognition of the importance of what 
we are collectively trying to do. 

• We would like to thank Bill Perry of Ver
mont Hiking Holidays of Bristol , VT for 
a five year, $5,000 grant to the Club. These 
funds will be used to support the L TPF and 
th Club's field programs. We are strong
ly indebted to Bill for this decision to sup
port the work of the Club in such a 
generous fashion. 

by Robert L. Lincoln, Jr. 
Capital Campaign Director 
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265 MILE CLUB HITS 
CANADA! 

We are proud and very pleased to announce 
that we passed the 265 member mark this past 
summer. This means that we made it to 
Canada! Now we need to head south and try 
to make it back to the Massaclmsetts line! We 
want to personally thank all of you who have 
helped us reach this major milestone for the 
Long Trail Protection Fund. Each of you has 
made a significant contribution toward pro
tecting the mountai os of northern Vermont. 

For those of you who are not familiar with 
the 265 Mile Club, the Long Trail runs 265 
miles through the Green Mountains of Ver
mont from the Massachusetts line to the 
Canadian border. As part of the Long Trail 
Protection Fund Campaign the Green Moun
tain Club established a 265 Mile Club for in
dividuals , businesses or foundations who 
donate $1,000 or more. 

Even though we have achieved a major 
goal, there is much more land to be saved. 
The 265 Mile Club still has room for many 
more members. The "Save the Long Trail 
Hike-A-Thon" (see article elsewhere in this 
issue) will be a chance for many groups to par
ticipate in the 265 Mile Club. If you~ Section 
is not yet a member of the 265 Mile Club, 
you may want to sponsor a hike to raise funds 
towards a 265 Mile Club membership. A 
business that can get a group of twenty peo
ple together can become a 265 Mile Clu? 
member through the "Save the Long Trail 
Hike-A-Thon." Outing Clubs or other hik
ing groups who ar~ ~nterested in protecti_ng 
trail lands can participate. Any group or m
dividual that raises over $1,000 will have their 
name on the permanent plaque recognizing 
major donors to the Long Trail Protection 
Fund. 

Donations can be made as a lump sum or 
in three $335 installments or as four $250 in
stallments. Other payment schedules can be 
arranged. Some people are joining the 265 
Mile Club as family members. If you have 
made a prior contribution to the L TPF, it will 
be allocated towards a membership in the 
265 Mile Club. For more information or for 
a pledge card please contact Bob Lincoln at 
the GMC, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, Vt 
05601, Tel: (802)-223-3463 or Kate 
Donaghue at 17 Gary Circle, Westboro, MA 
01581, Tel: (508)-366-0485. 

New 265 Mile Club Members 
Since July 1990 
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Priscilla Heald 

Ruth E. Uphold 

Rod and Emily Rice 

VT Hiking Holidays 

"SAVE THE LONG TRAIL HIKE-A-THON" 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPrEMBER 1991 

Mark your calendar now for a major fund 
raising effort to benefit the Long Trail Pro
tection Fwld (LTPF)! It's the "Save the Long 
Trail Hike-A-Thon," and the date is Saturday, 
September 7, J 991 . 

The Hike-A-Thon is expected to bring out 
at least 300 hikers and raise more than 
$15, 000. Prizes will be awarded to those who 
raise the most money for the Campaign. 

Besides raising money for land purchases, 
the Hike-A-Thon will increase public 
awareness of the threat to the Trail and 
highlight the GMC's efforts to protect it . The 
Hike-A-Thon will also be a major Club event 
during Vermont's bicentennial year. (Ver
mont was admitted into the Union as the four
teenth state in 1791.) 

To ensure the success of the "Save the Long 
Trail Hike-A-Thon," we need the help of as 
many GMCers as possible. We need volun
teer hikers and area leaders and co-leaders. 

Hikers will be asked to collect pledges per 
mile with a suggested minimum of $50.00, 
although any amount is welcome . If the hiker 
asks ten family members, friends , neighbors , 
and co-workers for $5 .00 each, the goal will 
be easily reached. Asking for pledges is a good 
opportunity to tell people about the Long 
Trail Protection Campaign. A flier will be 

available as a hand-out. 
If you have been thinking about helping the 

Campaign but have not yet had the tiin or 
the money, here is a golden. opportunity. You can 
hike and contribute a t the same tiine. For 
those who have already given, here is the 
chance to do more. The LTPF is still in need 
of $1,000,000! 

Area leaders and co-leaders will be 
organizing the Hike-A-Thon on the local 
level. The leader will handle most of the pap r 
work and accounting . Both leader and co
leader(s) will recruit nin other hikers (see 
above) for a u·ip of their choice. It should be 
a t 1 ast 5 miles long. Participation on each hike 
is limited to ten people to avoid over-use of 
the Long Trail . (~ omc leader may choose 
other trails .) The Club must be notified of hike 
plans, so that two groups do not use the same 
section of the trail. This is very important. 

Several people have already volunteered to 
be area leaders and co-leaders, but we need 
more. If you would like to help, please fill out 
the form below and mail it to Bob Lincoln at 
the GMC office. 

More news about the "Save the Long Trail 
Hike-A-Thon" will appear in upcoming issues 
of Tlie long Trai/.s News - stay tuned! 

"SA VE THE LONG TRAIL HIKE-A-THON" 

September 7, 1991 

I volunteer to be a Hike-A-Thon area leader or area 
co-leader (check one), and recruit nine other hikers who will also collect pledges for 
the hike . 

Name 

Telephone ____ _ _____ (home) (work) 

_ _ ____ I plan to lead a hike from _______________ _ 

_ ____ ________ to'-------------

Total mileage (suggested minimum 5 miles) 

______ Please suggest a hike where a leader or co-leader is needed . 

MAuRYK. KosT 
IDS FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FINANCIAL PLANNING• INVESTMENTS• CHARITABLE TRUSTS 

22 CHC"RCH STREET• BC"RLINGTON. VERMONT 05401 • 802 • 862·4252 
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Photo by Lee Krohn 

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT 
COMPANIES SUPPORT THE 

WNGTRAIL 
The GMC would like to thank all of the 

below listed equipment manufacturers who 
have donated equipment and funding to the 
Long Trail Protection Campaign. Robert 
Burns, our at-large ambassador, has solicited 
these companies on behalf of the Campai.gn. 
Please consider their contributions the ·next 
time you are purchasing outdoor equipment. 
Our thanks to all these companies for their 
sincere interest in the cause. 
ADVENTURE FOODS 
A SOLO 
BAKEPACKER 
DENALI 
GRANITE GEAR 
GREGORY MTN. PRODUCTS 
HI-TEK SPORTS USA 
JANSPORT 
KELTY PACK 
LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS 
MARMOT 
MEI 
MOUNTAINSMITH 
NALGE COMPANY 
NIKE 
THE NORTH FACE 
OUTBOUND HORIZONS 
OUTDOOR RESEARCH 
THORLO 
TIMBERLINE FILTER 
TOUGH TRAVELLER 
VASQUE 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
THIS YEAR!!! 

Many members of the GMC have not yet 
made a contribution to the Protection Cam
paign. Please consider doing so as the year 
rolls toward its conclusion. This is a perfect 
time to push up your financial sleeves and 
pitch in . By supporting the Campaign before 
yeru·'s end you can take advantage of the tax 
deducation and at the same time help the Club 
with this extraordinary effort to save the Trail 
for all time. 

There are a number of creative ways for 
people to support the Long Trail Protection 
Fund and gain great satisfaction at the same 
time. Many people are contributing in 
memory of a loved one, sending gifts to the 
Fund in lieu of giving presents during the 
holidays, or mailing in a second or even third 
check to the Campaign. Some are even 
soliciting friends and relatives. 

Contributions are tax-deductible and can 
be forwarded to: T he Green Mountain Club, 
P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601. 
CHECKSSHOULDBEMADEOUTTO 
THE LONG TRAIL PROTECTION 
FUND. 

For more detailed information about the 
Campaign and how to give to the Fund, please 
call or write Bob Lincoln, Capital Campaign 
Director, at the Club's Office in Montpelier 
(802) 223-3463. T hank you very much and 
happy holidays. 

SA VE THE LONG TRAIL 
THE FUTURE WILL THANK US! 

Appalachian Trail thru-hiker Robert 
Burns stopped at the Mountain Goat in 
Manchester Center on Sunday, August 5 
for a GMC reception in his honor. Burns 
dedicated his thru-hike to raising 
awareness of the Long Trail Protection 
Fund among hikers, equipment manufac
turers and the general public. Burns, shown 
here with his faithful trail companion, 
finished the AT in late September. 

The Club would like to thank Mountain 
Goat owners Ann & Ron Hauser for hosting 
the reception at their store. 

Beyond all plans and programs, true conservation is ultimately something of the mind - an ideal of 
those who cherish their past and believe in their future. Our civilization will be measured by its fidelity 
to this ideal as surely as by its art and poetry and system ojjustice. In our perpetual search for abundance, 
beauty and order we manifest both love for the land and our sense of respor.sibility toward future generations. 

Photo by Lee Krohn 

Also attending the reception was AT thru-hiker Jim Adams and his cat Ziggy. Ziggy 
has made a splash as th~ first c~t to attempt a thru-hike, th<;>ugh his daily perch o? 
Jim's pack might open his thru-hiker status to debate. We await the Appalachian Trail 
Conference's decision on this one ... 
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Stewart Udall 

ORIGINAL WILDLIFE 
PRINTS STILL AVAILABLE 

ID BENEFIT LAND 
PROTECTION 

The wildlife prints offered last year are still 
available. We invite you to order one or 
several before the end of the year. They are 
wonderful end of the year holiday presents. 

The money raised by the sale of these prints 
will be used to save the Long Trail. Since the 
artist, Sue Westin, donated her talents, and 
th gallery owners, Jan ru1d Jim Allmon of 
Th Gallery on the Green, have donated their 
servic s, the income lo the LTPF is ·ubstan
tial. We appreciate their generous support. 

The prints may be viewed at the Club of
fice. These prints are for sale through The Long 
Trail News or the Gallery on the Green in 
Woodstock, which is open weekends and daily 
except Wednesday. If you are giving the prints 
as a gift, the Gallery will gift wrap and ship 
them directly to the lucky recipient. 

Owlet Print $45.00/$5.00 P&H 
(includes $40.00 for protection fund) 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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SECTION NEWS 
MONTPELIER SECTION 

Section members spent a busy summer and 
early fall traveling to places as diverse and as 
distant as Norway, Austria, and Glacier Na
tional Park, and, as near and familiar as the 
Adirondacks, the White Mountains, sections 
of the Long Trail and lntersectional. As usual 
weather affected the outcome of our planned 
local activities and as usual we cancelled a few 
due to rain. Hikers reported that the summit 
of Moosilauke was very cold on September 
16 and that it was very hot climbing Noon
mark on August 18. However, a participant 
on the Lamoille River canoe trip from 
Johnson to Jeffersonville reported that it was 
"perfect" - clear water, good swimming and 
fair skies. 

Twenty-two hikers and one dog joined 
leader Jim Kellogg for a fine September outing 
from Damon's Crossing to Bog Pond in the 
Victory Basin area northeast of North Con
cord. It was an introduction for most of us 
to the geography and history of an unfamiliar 
area. 

Parts of the trail were described as "flooded 
wetlands" and it lived up to our expectations. 
After a half-mile of very wet walking even 
those of us adept at the "bog-paddle" or the 
"bog-trot", succumbed to wet boots. We 
abandoned our fancy footwork and sloshed 
gamely through the water and mud. 

An abandoned railroad bed provided 
welcome dry terrain and a place to stop for 
lunch. Jim, a native of the area, spoke about 
the logging history and recommended Gordon 
E. Hopper's Victory Branch Railroad of Vermont; 
a spirited lumbering line that helped the Northeast 
(Heimburger House, River Fore3t, IL, 1989). 

According to Hopper, logging in the area 
began as early as 1830 but the beginning of 
the development of the lumber industry oc
curred with the construction of the railroad 
between 1881and1885. The Victory Branch, 
an 11-mile extension of the St.Johnsbury and 
Lake Champlain Railroad, ran between 
North Concord and Granby, and served 

PRINTS -

(Continued from Page 9) 

Falcon Print $65.00/$5.00 P&H 
(includes $60.00 for protection fund) 

Framed Owlet Print $125.00/$10.00P&H 
Attractive gray wooden frame 

with double matting. 
(includes $65.00 for protection fund) 

Framed Falcon Print$150.00/$10.00P&H 
Attractive antique silver wooden frame 

with double matting. 
(includes $90.00 for protection fund) 

Mail or phone your order to: Gallery on the 
Green, Woodstock, VT 05091, tel: (802) 
457-4956 
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basically as a logging railroad with "pa senger 
service as a minor function." After the lumber
ing boom at the turn of the century and the 
gradual closing of the sawmills, the railroad 
fell into disuse and was discontinued north of 
Damon's Crossing by 1906. 

We explored the ruins of lhe Bog Pond 
sawmill built in 1882 and which operated un
til 1900. Even on a sunny fall day the spot 
seemed isolated and forlorn; with so little 
vidence remaini,ng, it was difficult to imagine 

the bustle of activity a century ago when the 
nearby s tclement "included 20 dwellin~, a 
tore, and a chool." W c retraced our steps(?), 

emerged triumphant at the parking lot, and 
posed for a group picture to immortalize our 
expedition. 

The season culminated at a Section plan
ning meeting and pot-luck cook-out at 
Barbara Slayton's. The late autumn and 
early winter schedule includes the usual out
door activities as well as an evening meeting 
LO see the slides and prints camera carrying 
members took during the summer. 

by Priscilla Page 

WORCESTER SECTION 

There were some well attended activities 
this past summer and early fall: 

• the beneficial camp cleanup and improve
ments, 

• Tuesday evenings at camp were well 
attended with over twenty members each 
evenmg, 

• Bob and Anne Humes' hike at the Walkup 
Reservation attracted ten people, 

• Mt. Watatic was climbed by a party of 
seven, ably led by Stan Whitman. 

Warm weather in July and August saw the 
camp really being used on a daily basis. Every 
Saturday and Sunday brought ten to fifteen 
people out to use the Camp. 

Club members lament the passing of Junie 
Wentzell, who died in early summer. Junie 

was one of the Worcester Sections' most avid 
hikers during the 60s and 70s and an end-to
ender on the Long Trail. 

The Worcester Section Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for October 20, 1990. The 
nominating committee will present the follow
ing slate of officers: 

William Haith, President; 
John Church, Vice President; 
Shirley Faucher, Secretary; 
Stanton Whitman, Treasurer. 

Bob and Anne Humes will show the slide 
program "Adventuring in Hawaii." Thank 
you to Bob Wright, who served as Section 
President these past two years. 

by Kate Donaghue 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 

... Travels in groups of fewer than ten, 
leaving the serenity of the woods un
disturbed for others. 

NEEDED: 
Information on trail conditions. Reports 
from hikers on trail and shelter condi
tions help the GMC respond quickly to 
problems on the Long Trail System. Be 
sure to drop us a line after your hike. 
Thanks. 

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

AT THE GMC BOOKSTORE. 

SUPPORT THE)~ CLUB AND GET 

QUALITY PUB-,~LICATIONS AT 

DISCOUNTED ~u~ PRICES! 

M ·A· G· N ·I· F· I· C· E· N· T 

ORTflldGflT 
QUALITY PRINTING 
BARRE, \'T • 802-4 79-0565 STUDIO PRESS, INC. 
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GMC BOOKS'IORE & PACK BASKET 
Books from The GMC Book Store can get you there and back, summer and winter, and can even help you 
appreciate nature's beauty a little more alon6 the way. Club members receive a 15 per cent discount on non-GMC 
books - and an even larger discount on MC publications! 

ORDER FORM 

MEMBER NON-MEMBER 
TITLE PRICE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL 

Green Mountain Club Publications 
Guide Book of the Long Trail, 23rd Edition, Reprinted, 1990 $ 5.50 $ 8.50 
Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont, 3rd Edition, Reprinted, 1990 $ 5.00 $ 7.50 
Tundra Trail Guide: Life, Man & the Ecoptem on the Top of Mt. Mansfield $ .50 $ .75 
Trail Map: Mt. Mansfield $ 1.00 $ 1.75 
Trail Map: Camel's Hump $ 1.25 $ 1.95 
Green Mountain Adventure, Vermont's LONG TRAIL 

Softcover, Reprinted, 1989 $ 7.00 $ 9.95 
Fijty Hikes in Vermont, Backcountry Publications, 4th Edition 1990 $10.15 $11.95 

Lon_g_ Trail T~hical Ma£_S 
End to End, TopograE_hical Maps of the Long_ Trail $ 5.00 $ 7.50 

Maps 1 & 2, East Mtn. (MA) to Glastenbury Mtn. $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 3 & 4, Glastenbury Mtn. to Stratton Pond $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 5 & 6, Stratton Pond to Baker Peak $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 7 & 8, Baker Peak to Gov. Clement Shelter $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 9 & 10, Gov. Clement Shelter to Wetmore Gap $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 11 & 12, Wetmore G~ to Mt. Roosevelt $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 13 & 14, Mt. Roosevelt to Cowles Cove Shelter $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 15 & 16, Cowles Cove Shelter to Nebraska Notch $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 17 & 18, Nebraska Notch to Codding Brook $ .60 $ 1.00 
Maps 19 & 20, Codding Brook to Dorney) Dome $ .60 $ 1.00 
Map 21, Domey's Dome to Canada $ .30 $ .60 

Northeastern Trail Guides 
White Mountain Guide, Appalachian Mountain Club $13.55 $15.95 
Guide lo Mt. Washington and the Presidential Range, Appalachian Mountain Club $ 8.45 $ 9.95 
Guide to Adirondack Trails, High Peaks RegiDn, Adirondack Mountain Club $12.75 $14.95 
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New Hampshire and Vermont, Appalachian Trail 

Conference $16.10 $18.95 
Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine, The Maine A__EE_alachian Trail Club $16.10 $18.95 
Guide to the Taconic Crest Trail, Taconic Hiking Club $ 3.00 $ 3.50 

Other Recreation Guides 
Winterwise, A Backpacker's Guide, Adirondack Mountain Club $11.00 $12.95 
AMC River Guide: New Hanyp_shire, Vermont, Appalachian Mountain Club $ 7.60 $ 8.95 
25 Bicycle Tours in Vermont, Backcountry Publications $ 7.60 $ 8.95 
Ski Tours in Vermont, Catamount Trail Association $ 5.10 $ 6.00 

Trail Maintenance 
Trail Design, Construction, and Maintenance, Appalachian Trail Conference $ 4.95 $ 5.80 

Northeastern Trail History 
Forest and Crag, Appalachian Mountain Club, Softcover $21.20 $24.95 

Natural History 
The Nature of Vermont, by Charles W. Johnson, University Press of N.E. $ 8.45 $ 9.95 
B~ of the Northeast, by Charles W. Johnson, University Press of N .E. $ 8.45 $ 9.95 
Field Guide to Mountain Flowers of New England, AJlEalachian Mountain Club $11.00 $12.95 
A Guide to Bird Finding in Vermont, Vermont Institute of Natural Science $ 5.05 $ 5.95 
The Vermont Weather Book, by David M. Ludlum, Vermont Historical Society $11.00 $12.95 
The Beginning Naturalist, by Gale Lawrence, New England Press $ 6.75 $ 7.95 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

Long Trail News November 1990 Page 11 



Patches, Decals 
GMC Cloth Patch for sleeve or pack $ 1.50 NA 
End-to-End Patch (for those certified) $ .75 NA 
GMC Decal for car window $ .50 $ .75 
Long Trail Patch for sleeve or pack $ 2.50 $ 3.25 
Long Trail Decal $ .50 $ 1.25 

T-Shirts 
Hiker Size: Color: $15.95 $10.95 
Camel's Hump Size: Color: $15.95 $10.95 
Hiking Scenes Size: Color: $15.95 $10.95 
Unisex Sizes: S, M, L, XL Colors: White , Blue, Green, Pink & Peach 

Wildlife Prints 
P&H 

Owlet Unframed $45.00 $ 5.00 
P&H 

Owlet Framed $125.00 $10.00 
P&H 

Falcon Unframed $65.00 $ 5.00 
P&H 

Falcon Framed $150.00 $15.00 

Black and White, Historical Postcards 
First Women to Hike Lorig Trail End-to-End, Sept. 1927. NA NA 
The Long Trail , Mt. Mansfield, circa 1933. $ .15 $ .25 
Long Trail, Little Rock Pond area, 1936. $ .15 $ .25 
Roy Buchanan with Long Trail Patrol crew, 1932. $ .15 $ .25 
Long Trail Patrol workers at Ritterbush Camp, circa 1930 $ .15 $ .25 
Will S. Monroe and friend at Couching Lion Farm, 1931 $ .15 $ .25 
COMPLETE SET OF SIX POSTCARDS $ .75 $ 1.25 

Color Postcards 
Killington Peak/Mendon Peak from across Rutland Valley $ .25 $ .30 
View of Stratton Mountain/Stratton Pond $ .25 $ .30 

Sorry, no charge cards accepted. SUBTOTAL 
Prices subject to change without notice . 4% sales tax 
U .S . Funds only, please. (VT Residents) 

POSTAGE 
TOTAL 

SHIP TO (please print): 
NAME 
ADDRESS* Postage & Handling 

Order under $4. 99 .......................... , .. .. . -· . ...... S • 75 
Order $5.00 to Sl0.00 .. .. . .. .. .... .. ............ , .....•.. SJ.50 

CITY STATE ZIP Order $10.01 to $20.00 . .......... ... .... ... .. .... .... .. .. $2.00 
Order $20.01 to $40.00 ... . .. ... . .. .. ........ ....... ....•. $2 .75 

I am a GMC member Order $40.01 and over .... ............ ........ ....... .. .. $3.75 

I would like to become a GMC member. Please send information First Class .. . .. •. .. .. ......... ........ . . . .. add $ . 50 per book 
NOTE: Special P&H charges listed above for prints 

MAIL TO: THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC., P .O. BOX 889, MONTPELIER, VT 05601 

*Because the Green Mountain Club ships some orders United Parcel Service, please include both your street address and mailing address. 

Section member John Mahnker was this 
summer's most active individual on the 
Laraway stretch of trail (and some other areas 
as well). John spent over 100 hours blazing 
and brushing many miles of trail, in addition 
to getting a variety of other small projects 
done. Many thanks, John. 

The land protection effort continues to 
promise many changes for the Laraway Sec
tion. Barrows Camp, and short stretches of 
trail north and south of it, are now on a three 
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LARAWAY SECTION 

year easement, which means we will be look
ing for a new shelter location or two over the 
next year. Shelter woes will be compounded 
by the removal of French Camp and its 
replacement more than a mile farther south. 
The process of locating a new trail route 
between Prospect Rock and Codding Hollow 
is flowing smoothly and work is well in 
progress with a handful of landowners. The 
Club is fortunate for their generosity in 
recognizing the Long Trail as an important 

Vermont resource. 
A number of interesting ski outings are 

planned for the coming winter. All guarantee 
good times and an excellent assortment of 
home cooked food . Copies of the Laraway 
Section schedule are available from the GMC 
office with a SASE. See the Section Events 
Calendar for information on our annual 
ski/snowshoe to Corliss Camp. 

by Ben Davis 
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SECTION NEWS 
Many volunteers turned out to work on 

the Long Trail this past summer. Nearly 40 
people in all from Randonee Aventure of 
Montreal spent a total of five days clearing 
blowdowns, cutting brush and repairing water 
bars from Eden Crossing at Route 118 north 
to Hazen's Notch. The weather was cold, wet 
and windy on most of their work days but 
spirits were not dampened. A truly fine job 
was done by all. Special thanks go to work 
leaders Margaret Robertson and Don Hill for 
their enthusiasm and dedication to the LT. 
Merci beaucoup nos amis Canadiens! 

Don Hill of St. Albans completely re
blazed the LT from Jay Pass north to 
Journey's End by himself. Don has installed 
directional arrows and additional blazes in 
several locations on Jay Peak where hikers 
often have trouble seeing the trail re-enter the 
woods after crossing a ski trail and above
ground snowmaking pipes. Noel O'Brien of 
Wilmington, Delaware stopp d by on his way 
to the White Mountains to help Don Hill and 
Rolf Anderson cut the new route of the Jay 
Loop Trail fromJay Camp north to the LT. 
The former route was steep, rocky and 
eroded from water cascading along its course. 
The new route is a gradual ascent by com
parison and makes several turns passing in-

,:.":.t -··· ~ ... ~ -~·· ~ 

LEAVE 
NOTHING 

BUT 
FOOTPRINTS! 

• REMOVE ALL LITTER 
FROM TRAILS. 
If you pack it in, pack it out. 

• PROTECT WATER SUPPLIES. 
Wash dishes and self well away 
from surface water. 

• PLEASE USE OUTHOUSES. 

CLEAN WOODLANDS 
ARE 

YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY! 

For information on how you can help maintain 
and protect the Long Trail, contact: 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

P.O. BOX 889 
MONTPELIER, VT 05601 
802·223·3463 
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NORTHERN FRONTIER 

teresting boulders. 
Noel O'Brien also helped reopen the LT 

from Burnt Mountain Lookout to Shooting 
Star Shelter. This stretch was becoming 
closed in by numerous evergreens and is now 
easier to hike through for backpackers. Similar 
reopening of the corridor was done south of 
Shooting Star to Laura Woodward Shelter. 
Some rock step work was done north of North 
Jay Saddle. Several rotting bog bridges are 
scheduled for replacement next year in this 
stretch. 

Peter Hayden of Starksboro came up to 
build new informational sign boards for some 
of the road crossings. Peter and Rolf 
straightened the Atlas Valley shelter, put a 
new roof on it and gave it a fresh coat of stain. 
Thank you Peter for your enthusiastic and ex
pert work! 

The brushiest part of the Northern Frontier 
is from Hazen's Notch Camp north to 
Buchanan Mountain. Sharon Anderson, Sue 
Martin and Jake Martin of East Bakersfield 
as well as Chele Lavalla and Margaret Rowley 
of Westfield all did an excellent job of trail 
clearing in this stretch. More work needs to 
be done here. 

Plans for 1991 are to concentrate efforts on 
the LT from Hazen's Notch to Jay Pass and 
bring it up to the level of the stretch over the 
Jays. 

Jason Denner of Worcester, VT pul in 
many hours of work on the LT in July and 
August, helping other crews and working by 
himself. Thank you Jason for a job well done. 
Good luck at UVM. We hope to see you back 
on the ridges again soon. 

Thanks to all the shelter adopters who 
helped make the hikers comfortable on their 
journey. Don Hill, David & Marilyn 
Magnus, John Mahnker and Todd Taska all 
deserve our thanks. Thanks also go to the 
numerous through hikers who made contribu
tions of time and money to the trail main
tainance fund to pay for tools and materials. 

All in all 1990 was a very productive year 
for trail work. W 're looking forward to a 
winter of skiing with lots of snow. To all GMC 
members - if you're in the Northern Frontier, 
stop in at Voyageur House on Route 242 and 
say hello. 

by Rolf Anderson 

GMC SECTION EVENTS CALENDAR 
The following is a partial listing of the many outings planned by GMC Sections for 

late fall and early winter. At-large members an? oth~r section members are w~lcon_ie at 
these outings . Please call ahead to check if space is available and to confirm meetmg times 
and places. . 

Full section activity schedules are available from each GMC Section or from the Club 
office with a S.A.S.E. 

Sunday, 
December 16 

Saturday, 
December 29 

Ottauquechee Section -
Hike or cross cou·nLry ski 
in the Mt. Mansfield/ 
Smuggler's Notch area. 
The exact location and 
mode of transportation 
will depend on whether 
there is any snow. 
Leaders: Ken and Deb
bie Hatch. Call (802) 
234-6220. 

Laraway Section -
Annual Ski/Snowshoe to 
Corliss Camp (and 

Saturday, 
December 29 

Saturday and 
Sunday, 
February 16-17 

beyond). Easy to 
moderate ski on old 
woods roads. 1. 8 miles to 
Camp. Hot lunch pro
vided by the Section. 
Bring your own refresh
ments. Call Ben Davis at 
(802) 879-3242 for in
formation. 

Montpelier Section -
Ski Skyline Trail, Bar
nard to Woodstock. Ten 
miles, moderate, bring 
lunch. Leader: Eric 
Seidel, (802) 223-1406. 

Brattleboro Section -
Mt. Equinox, challeng
ing ski ascent of one of 
New England's hundred 
highest, with overnight 
option. Call Joe Cook, 
(802) 25 7-0609. 
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ON THE LONG TRAIL 
GMC TRAILS & SHELTERS 

COMMITTEE 
Recently, hikers using trail maps and 

descriptions from Club publications have 
brought to attention the need to keep on top 
of the many miles of trails we do not main
tain . The blazes fade and the brush grows in 
after a few short years . You can help . 

Green Mountain Club guidebooks and trail 
descriptions are out there for hundreds of 
miles of trails - and GMC members are out 
there too, looking for new trails to climb, new 
summits to reach, and old trails to patch, 
mend, and trim. Please take a close look at 
every trail you pass over, and let the Club 
know if a problem needs attention or a 
description needs rewriting. It's as simple as 
that. 

Keeping the polish on our handle of the 
Long Trail System is being done very well at 
present through ongoing cooperative trail 
management among private, state, and 
federal groups. One new big step for the GMC 
is a division of the Trails and Shelter Com
mittee into northern and southern commit
tees. The southern half, headed by Peter 
Richardson of the "0" Secrion, will focus on 
the Long/ Appalachian Trail in Vermont. 
The northern half will focus on the high use 
peaks and private lands of the north. Dave 
Shepard of Montpelier Section will coordinate 
activities of the northern group . Active local 
Section participa tion and individual 
volunteers will provide the fuel. 

The work project splitting the T&S Com
mittee is called the Trail Assessment, an in
ventory tool to give us the updated, useful in
formation we need to plot our course over the 
coming years. Fortunately, the GMC has 
many skilled and practiced eyes. The Unit Ac
tion Plans , our field work guides for the past 
few years, will translate easily to the trail 
assessments. Still, a thorough updating will 
need to be done. 

Every mile of trail in the Long Trail 
System and many miles on outlying 
remote lands, will be checked and double 
checked over the next few years. GMC 
volunteers will keep the ball rolling. We11 need 
plenty of shoulders . Look for more details on 
how you can help and the latest update in
formation in the February LTN. 

When 1990 turns the comer, less than 3 ,300 
days will be left before the year 2000. Less 
than 3,300 days to live and work and brea the 
on the Long Trail system. As global growth 
whirls on into the 90s, the Long Trail, the 
heart of the Green Mountain Club vision 
statement, will keep righ t on carrying sus
tained high use into the Green Mountains. 
The GMC has been at the fore in managing 
this recreational onslaught into the Vermont 
hills for many years now. With your help, we 
will stay right there and be a stronger presence 
in the Green Mountain over the coming 
decade. 

by Ben Davis 
Trails & Shelters Committee 
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PEREGRINE 
FALCONS RETURN 
What do DDT, 200 mph and Vermont 

have in common? 
After a 30 year absence from the eastern 

United States, the federally and locally en
dangered Peregrine Falcons can once again 
be seen performing acrobatic flight maneuvers 
over Vermont, diving at speeds of 200 mph 
and issuing mid-air "knuckle sandwiches" to 
their prey, generally other species of birds . 

A ban on DDT and a successful reintroduc
tion program has helped insure a comeback 
for the Peregrine. Two of the best places in 
Vermont to see these birds are in Smuggler's 
Notch or on the ridge of Mt. Mansfield. 

Breeding pairs return to the same cliff site 
to nest year after year. Their nest is a scrape 
in the gravel of the cliff ledge where they usual
ly lay 3-4 eggs. At a nest site one might see 
parent birds taking turns bringing in food for 
the chicks, until the young fledge at the age 
of 40-44 days old. Soon after the first flight 
(late June to early July), juvenile falcons are 
practicing their acrobatics by flipping upside 
down and grabbing food from their parents' 
talons . 

The adult Peregrine has a whitish breast, 
slate-gray back and a dark helmet marking 
on its head. Immatures can be distinguished 
from the adult by a brown back and streaked 
breast. In silhouette, the falcons' wings are 
very pointed. Wingspan is 36-44 inches. By 
looking for these field marks and listening for 
the "kek-kek" of their cry, one might get to 
view a Peregrine Falcon. For assistance in 
spotting the falcons,join the Smuggler's Notch 
Ranger-Naturalists next season as they 
welcome the Peregrines back to Vermont . 

by Lori Grant and Matt Krug 
Smuggler's Notch Ranger-Naturalists 

Photo by Mark Guilmette 
Ranger-Naturalist Lori Grant helps a 

hiker view the Peregrine Falcons through 
a spotting scope set up in Smuggler's Notch 
early last summer. 

THANK YOU .... 

Assistance with field work has come 
in many forms from many places, from 
participation in formal Club volunteer 
programs to the donation of supplies to 
the field programs . Sue and M ark wish 
to give a n extra pat on the back to the 
following : 

Smuggler's Notch Corporation 
for their gift of a spottmg scope 
and tripod for the Ranger-Natu
ralist program in Smuggler's 
Notch. This equipment allows 
the public traveling through the 
Notch the opportunity to view the 
Peregrine Falcons close up! 

Rolf and Sharon Anderson and 
Jason Denner for their assistance 
m leading GMC hikes during the 
National Wildlife Federation 
Conservation Summit. 

Lee Winchester and the crew 
from Woodside Juvenile Deten
tion Center for work done on the 
Long Trail system in the central 
Vei:mont area. The Wood ide 
crew works one day each week 
throughout the summer and pro
vides much needed muscle on a 
variety of projects. 
Ken Vandermark and scouts 
from Boy Scout Troop #207 for 
clearing over 40 blowdowns on a 
one mile stretch of the Long Trail 
near Cooley Glen Shelter. 
1989 Sterling Pond Caretaker 
Yvette Mason for her assistance 
as a Ranger-Naturalist on Mt. 
Mansfield. 

Caretaker Assistants Brad and 
Mary Thayer and Diane and 
Catherine Lendler for their 
assistance to the Little Rock Pond 
Caretaker Michael Jones. 

The crew from the Smokey 
House Project in Danby Ver
mont for their trail maintenance 
efforts on the LT I AT in the Dan
by/ Mt. Tabor area. 

The volunteers who worked 
alongside the Long Trail Patrol 
this season: 

Gordon Cerow 
Joseph Carson 
Donald Brewington 
Stephen Spivak 
Amy Kiley 
Cindy Heffelfinger 
Jackie Marcus 

1 week 
1 week 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
1 week 
1 week 
1 week 

Robert Burns for his donation of 
first aid supplies and a water bot
tle to the field programs. 
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AN INTRODUCTION 10 THE ATC 
As a regular reader of The Long Trail News, 

you've undoubtedly com across the name 
Appalachian Trail Conference (or the initials 
"A TC") in various places. Perhaps you've seen 
copies of the ATC publications, The Register 
or Appalachian Trailway News. You may know 
that portions of the Long Trail are part of the 
Appalachian Trail (or "AT"), which follows 
the Appalachian mountains for more than 
2, 100 miles, from Katahdin in Maine to 
Springer Mountain in Georgia. You may 
know that turn-the-century regional planner 
Benton MacKaye (pronounced Ma-Kye, 
rhyming with "sky"), who wrote an article 
advocating a long-distance hiking trail along 
the mountains of the Atlantic seaboard, got 
some of his inspiration for the AT idea while 
hiking on Stratton Mountain and, earlier, 
while backpacking in other areas of Vermont. 

But do you know exactly what the Ap
palachian Trail Conference really is, what it 
does, or who is involved? I'd like to take this 
opportunity to introduce you to the A TC and 
help Club members understand in greater 
detail the relationship between GMC and 
ATC. 

ATC's primary purpose is best articulated 
in its constitution: 

"The purpose of this organization shall 
be first to promote, construct, and 
manage ... a connected trail, with related 
trails, to be called The Appalachian 
Trail, and to preserve and restore the 
natural environment of the Trail and 
its adjacent lands; and to provide an 
educational opportunity to enjoy the 
Appalachian Trail, related trails, and 
adjacent lands. This Trail shall run, as 
far as practicable, over the summits of 
the mountains and through the wild 
lands of the Atlantic Seaboard and 
ajoining states from Maine to Georgia, 
so as to render accessible for hiking, 
backpacking, and other forms of 
primitive travel and living, the said 
mountains and wild lands, and shall be 
a means for conserving and developing, 
within this region, the primeval en
vironment as a natural resource." 

On a more practical level, ATC, like the 
Green Mountain Club, is a private, nonprofit 
educational organization, with central offices 
in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, and four 
regional field offices located strategical} y along 
the Trail. We have more than 23,000 

Photo by Sue Lester 

Participants in a recent workshop on Corr idor Monitoring pause to check maps 
and compass bearings during an exercise in locating tract boundaries. Pictw·cd Qeft 
to right) are Mark Rapf (ATC), Joan Sibley (Monitor) Don ~itney (Momtor 
Coordinator), Mark Guilmette (GMC) and Phil Woodbury (Monitor). 

Administered by the ATC and the GMC, the Corridor Monitoring program 
matches volunteer monitors with a section of the Appalachian Trail in Vermont. 
Monitors play a watchdog role, reporting on any activities which might have an adverse 
impact on the Trail. 
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members and a staff of29 full- and part-time 
employees. Major Conference programs 
include Trail protection, Trail management, 
public affairs, and our own land trust. 

A TC is also a federation of 31 hiking, 
outdoor and specifically Appalachian Trail 
clubs, the members of which-as 
volunteers - relocate and maintain the Trail, 
manage the surrounding lands, help with 
land-acquisition negotiations, compile and 
update guidebook and map information, work 
with Trail communities on both problems and 
special events, and recruit and train new 
maintainers. 

As you can see, most of the nitty-gritty work 
done to keep the Trail open, accessible, and 
well-marked is accomplished by club 
volunteers. With so much work being done 
by the clubs, you might ask, what does ATC 
have to do with it? 

A TC is an umbrella organization that 
coordinates these efforts across the entire 
length of the AT. We are the organization that 
guarantees to Congress and the U.S. Depart
ment of the Interior that the Trail community 
is meeting the trail protection and mainte
nance responsibilities it has accepted. We 
provide liaison among the numerous federal 
and state agencies, clubs, towns and 
municipalities, landowners and other con
servations organizations that are involved in 
the 14 Trail states. ATC is the central clear
inghouse for official information on the Trail, 
such as guidebooks and maps - responding to 
about 50,000 information requests a y ar. 
Using workshops, manuals, and hands-on 
training, A TC provides technical assistance 
to A. T. clubs (and other trail organizations) 
on Trail management issues, such as tread
way construction, corridor monitoring, 
reource management, boundary mainte
nance, finding new volunteers, and so on. 

That's a general picture. In future issues 
of L TN, I'll be taking a more detailed look at 
the close working relationship that exists 
between ATC and GMC in Vermont. 

by Kevin Peterson 

(Editor's note: Based in Norwich, VT, Kevin 
Pekrson is the A TC's New England regional represen
tative. This is the first in a series of articles 
about the A TC and how it works with the Green 
Mountain Club and other organizations and 
agencies to protect and manage the Appalachian Trail 
in Vermont.) 

RUN OUT OF CHRISTMAS 
GIFT IDEAS? SHOP THE GMC 
BOOKSTORE. SUPPORT THE 
CLUB AND GET GOOD GIFTS 
AT GOOD PRICES! 
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REFLECTIONS ON A DAY AND A SEASON: CARETAKING ON THE 
LONG TRAIL, SUMMER, 1990 

STRAT10N POND 
An elderly man named Carl once walked 

slowly and somewhat stiffiy into the clear
ing at the east end of Stratton Pond. As I 
emerged from my large tent to greet him, he 
set his wicker fishing creel at his feet, relit a 
thumb-sized cigar, and looked thoughtfully 
across the water. As we talked about fishing, 
weather and sore feet, I learned that he had 
grown up in nearby Albany and had not been 
to Stratton Pond for almost 40 years. 

"Used to be a camp straight across there," 
he said waving his cigar toward a point on the 
north shore. "Gone now. Different trees, too. 
Yup, everything's all different, but it's all 
exactly the same." 

The way Carl summed up the changes at 
Stratton Pond over the course of decades is 
an apt way of describing the day-to-day 
rhythm as well. As a caretaker I am a full
ti me resident at the remote pond from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. My duties are 
diverse: trail maintenance, site improvement, 
but most importantly, hiker education. 
Although the routine becomes very familiar, 
every day is quite different. 

I usually get up around 7 AM, the scamper
ing of chipmunks in the dry leaves and the 
flitting of warblers in the branches overhead 
taking the place of an alarm. After a breakfast 
which always emphasizes coffee as dark and 
muddy as the nearby beaver ponds, I transfer 
the data gathered from the overnight campers 
from register to weekly log. This includes the 
number of Green Mountain Club Members, 
number of hikers cooking on stoves, and so 
on. At 8 AM, I make my daily radio call to 
the Manchester District office to report my 
overnight use number. It's always a pleasure 
to hear the encouraging voice of Candy 
Laflam as she passes along the weather 
forecast and any other messages. After listen
ing to the use numbers of caretakers at Grif
fith Lake and Little Rock Pond, my day 
begins in earnest. 

Of the twelve miles of hiking trail I'm 
responsible for maintaining, I select a section 
a few miles in length and set out to work. In 
the spring, the main task is to clear all the 
downed trees obstructing the trails. Using axe 
and bow saw, I cut steadily for a period of days 
until all my trails are easily passable. The next 
few weeks are taken up by clearing mud and 
debris from waterbars and drainage ditches, 
using shovel and grub-hoe. This hard, buggy 
process is usually completed by the end of 
June. The remainder of the summer is spent 
clipping and swizzling to keep the hobble bush, 
moosewood, and nettles from crowding the 
trails. 

After several hours of trail work, I head 
back to the pond in the late afternoon to 
resume the most important activity a caretaker 
engages in: talking to hikers. After a quick dip 
to cool off, I walk the 1. 3 mile loop around 
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the pond to greet and orienL any overnighters 
that may have come in during my absence. 
Arriving back at the clearing and my tent, I 
continue to chat with hikers as they appear. 
This is hardly idJe conversation, though. 
Always using a low-key, soft-sell approach, 
I stress the importan.ce of low-impact camp
ing, and bow the technique cru be best ap
plied during their stay. Ideally, hikers will 
minimize their impact not just at Stratton 
Pond, but at any backcountry site they may 
visit in the future. Far from being an enforcer 
of regulations, I try to develop a sense of 
cooperation and stewardship in everyone who 
passes through. But the questions I have to 
answer!! Every hiker wants to know 
something, and I'm expected to know 
everything. I identify birds, flowers, and am
phibians; I quote distances to the tenth of a 
mile and elevations to the foot; I estimate the 
pond's ph and the annual rainfall. Other ex
changes are downright amusing, varying from 
the practical ("Hey ranger, what works on the 
bugs?" "Patience.") to the sublime ("Does God 
talk to you out here?" "He has no comment 
at this time.") Then, of course, there are the 
summer resort day strollers who wonder just 
what all these quaint hikers do out here ..... 

After a simple evening meal of rice or pasta, 
I again walk the loop around the pond to do 
any educational "touch-up" work that's 
needed, and to register hikers and collect the 
small camping fee, which compri s s the 
greater portion of my salary. This, too, fosters 
a sense ofresponsibility among hikers; know
ing that the fees are my pay, they come to 
understand that they are contributing direct
ly to th.e upkeep and protection of the pond. 
I also answer still more questions: should I 
pop this blister; do porcupines shoot their 
quills; would I care to have some pudding ... .. 

Returning to the clearing for the last time 
of the day, I have time to relax and take tea 
on the "porch" of my tent platform, or go for 
a lengthier swim, or just watch the ever· 
changing sunset across the water. I'm sure the 

elderly Carl would admire its kaleidoscopic 
beauty. He and I would agree that each 
decade is comfortable in its similarity, and 
precious in its singularity. 

by Stuart Kane 

(Reprinted with permission from the Green Moun
tain National Forest's Maple Leaves Employee 
Newsletter, June, 1990.) 

GORHAM LODGE 

This is a love letter to this glorious, pristine, 
"highest-least developed mountain in Ver
mont", Camel's Hump, the Rump, Couching 
Lion, Saddle Mountain, Tawabodi-e-Wadso, 
or the Jewel (as Mark would have it). I can 
think of no better way to address this report 
than to express the sheer admiration I have 
for this mountain. No matter what you choose 
to name it, or how you perceive it, it is a most 
beautiful place to visit, or if you are as for
tunate as I, to live (if only for a short summer). 

I can hardly consider caretaking ( caregiv
ing) a job (don't tell the GMC), I liked it so 
much. Isn't a job something you do begrudg
ingly in order to survive? Even trailwork, 
which is demanding mind you, is a joy if 
you've got the right attitude. 

It felt good and proper to give back 
(through sweat and toil) to the trail system 
what it has given to me in the past. It is an 
act of devotion and gratitude. I've hiked these 
trails so many times before, but now I feel I've 
earned the privilege. 

That is such an inherent part of this job, 
the art of giving and taking in everything you 
do. Especially with the guests (I, being the 
hostess of this little lodge). People are generally 
so generous, that I feel a need to return the 
favor by keeping this place clean and homey. 
If a starving end-to-end hiker comes through, 
of course I'll share my meal. It all comes back 
ten-fold, believe me. 

I'm not an advice-giver, for we all find our 
own way. But there's one thing I can say ... 
(take it or leave it) ... if you're not enjoying 
yourself, stOI? and change what you're doing. 
That holds true in life. What did Joseph 
Campbell (my theologian extraordinaire) say? 
Follow your bliss, yes, that's it. I can even 
derive some satisfaction out of turning com
post, if I put on a smile and sing a silly song 
such as "Me and My Compost Bin", Janis 
style. 

If you get tired of your own company (as 
is common during the dreaded black-fly 
season when you're the only one brave enough 
(or stupid enough) to be out there, head for 
the summit. You will inevitably find someone 
to talk to, even if it is only the same old ranger. 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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GORHAM-
(Continued from Page 16) 

Make friends with the rangers, they are the 
only solid thing (besides the mountain itself) 
in your life here. They can be a good support 
when you feel washed out by six days slraight 
of solid rain. OK, so life isn't all peachy and 
creamy and fun and games. But one thing is 
certain, this mountain, Nature, is so real, so 
alive, that it is bound to wake you up from 
the inside, out. 

I miss it already, and I'm not even gone yet. 
The sunrises, sunsets, the people, hikers, the 
blueberries galore on Alpine, the lightning 
shows, the end.less games ofYatzee, the water
fall on the bootleg trail to Alpine, the moon, 

CLASSIFIED 

the "let the Bon Temps Roulez, Good Time 
Show" (Sun nights 7-9, WNCS, 104.6) 
searching for the perfect rock for the perfect 
stepping stone, mountain gossip, and even the 
solitude (in minute doses). There's so much 
out there, to explore, that I have to laugh 
when people ask me "Do you ever get bored?" 

Is this any help to you, oh future Gorham 
Shelter Hog? (That is what the LT Guide 
Book calls you if you spend more than two 
nights in the same lodge.) I've been here 87 
nights. What does that make me, a Shelter 
Hippo? 

What else can I tell you: The Caretaker 
Manual has loads of info, plus much more. 
Read it, it does help. Jim Fain (Caretaker '88) 
was right, know your area. The more you 
know and understand, the more you ap-

preciate and the stronger your connection to 
the world you live in. 

I've discovered two categories that people 
fall into (if you adhere to labeling, which I 
usually don't) ... people who are running in
to and people who are running away from. 
In either case respect their needs, wilderness 
can be very therapeutic for some, or an outlet, 
a chance to let loose for others. Ride the tide. 
Remember people are inherently good. Don't 
see them as strangers, but as friends you 
haven't met before. We are all related, deep 
down, aren't we? 

Enough rhetorical Ra-Ra's. The point is, 
relax and take it easy, but always take it. See 
you around the mountain. Love, Lise 

by Lise LaPorte 

FOR SALE: Merrill Wilderness hiking 
boots. Size: 11 Y1 M. Boughtti:io large. 
Paid $180 + tax. Best offer. Call 
(802) 223-0545, evenings. 

CONSIDER PUTTING THE GMC IN YOUR WILL 

FOR SALE: UNSPOILED GET
AWAY: 6.7Woodbury, Vermont acres 
with delightful brook and panoramic 
view, remote yet only one mile from 
Woodbury Lake fishing access. No 
utilities, on unmaintained Town road, 
ideal for tenting, recreation. $13,400. 
Call Neil, (802) 223-3264. 

Your will can be a very powerful instru -
ment. It affords you an opportunity to direct 
how your property is to be distributed, to 
preserve as much of your estate as possible 
through the judicious use of tax-saving 
strategies, and to provide longevity to the 
ideals and institutions that you believe in and 
support. 

Th GMC is an important part of many 
people 's lives and gifts by bequest can 
strengthen the Club's mission. 

Many individuals and families have been 
able to make significant contributions that 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: DIREC10R OF 
FIELD PROGRAMS 

The position of Field Supervisor, previously held by Ray Auger and filled for 
the 1990 field season by former Field Assistant Sue Lester, has been redefined and 
renamed and is being advertised this month. 

The Director of Field Programs will be responsible for all aspects of the Club's 
volunteer and staff-based field programs. The Director will work closely with all 
Club Sections, the Trails and Shelters Committee and other committees and 
volunteers to promote sound, state-of-the-art management of the Long Trail System. 

Qualified applicants will be self-motivated, creative, energetic, goal-oriented and 
enthusiastic. They will have a BA or BS, a strong commitment to working with 
people, especially volunteers and others working in the recreation resource manage
ment field, professional experience in trail maintenance/construction and natural 
areas management, and excellent organizational and communication skills. 

Persons interested in applying for the position should send a letter of application 
with salary requirements and a resume to Frederic B. Preston, Executive Director, 
GMC, P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601. 

CREW LEADER 

The Student Conservation Association needs youth leaders to 
supervise high school volunteers on trail construction/maintenance 
projects in national parks and forests. Month long summer projects 
require supervisors with significant wilderness travel experience and 
first aid skills/certificate. Construction experience and skills helpful. 
Training available. For application call 603/826-4301 or write SCA, 
PO Box 550, Charlestown, NH 03603. 
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would not have been possible during their 
lifetime. Funds can be used to support work 
on trails and shelters, for land acquisition and 
management, education, research and in 
honor of loved ones. 

How To Include The GMC In Your Will 

By specific bequest, when your advisor 
is preparing your will, you may designate 
that the GMC receive a specific per
centage, dollar amount or piece of 
property. 

By residuary bequest, you may give the 
GMC all or a _portion of your estate, after 
all debts, taxes, expenses, and all other be
quests have been paid. 

Opportunities exist to establish a named 
fund that will provide general support 
through the Club's endowment or endow 
a program in which you and your family 
are particularly interested. 

We hope you will consider the Club in your 
estate planning arrangements. If you have 
already included the GMC in your will or are 
planning to, please notify us so that we will 
have a confidential record of your intentions. 

For further information on planned giv
ing please call or write: Joe C ook, Chair, 
Legal, Insurance, Endowment and Fundrais
ing Committee, Green Mountain Club, P.O. 
Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05601 (802) 
223-3463. 
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AN ENVIRONMENTAL ETHIC REACHES THE GREEN MOUNTAIN 
BACKCOUNTRY 

(Editor's note: This is the fourth and final in a series 
of adaptatio11sftom Forest and Crag: A History 
of Hiking, Trail-Blazing and Adventure in 
Northeast Mountains, by Laura and Guy Water
man (AMC Books, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass., 
1989). The CMG extends its sincere appreciation 
to the Watermans for sharing their work with L TN 
readers over the last year.) 

Sometime during the 1960s, in association 
with all that social ferment which produced 
a decade of youth, long hair, drugs, rock 
music, and political turmoil, a lot of young 
people took to the woods in this country's 
econd big"Back to Nature" movement. (The 

first had swept through during the 1890s or 
so.) 

A backpacking boom of unprecedented 
proportions, and by no means confined to 
youth, caught fire. Between 1965 and 1975 
a remarkable increase in hiking filled the once
q uiet mountains with nature seekers. 
Organized outdoor programs flourished, from 
Outward Bound and a host of imitators, to 
new summer camp programs, college credit 
courses in wilderness skills, and technical 
climbing schools. All over New England, as 
throughout the country, it seemed as if an en
tire generation wanted to "find itself" in the 
backcountry. 

The impact on the mountain environment 
was formidable and seen at the time as poten
tially disastrous: soil compaction, trail erosion, 
campsite devastation, litter, noise, sanitation 
problems, and a loss of solitude. 

In the Green Mountains, the year 1969 saw 
several landmark events which signaled a ris
ing environmental concern, in response to the 
devastating impact of the backpacking boom. 

One measure was the start-up of a coor
dinated program for managing Mount 
Mansfield's increasingly crowded summit 
area. Cooperating groups included Vermont's 
Forest and Parks Department, the Mount 
Mansfield Company (which operated 
Man field's ski and other tourist faci1iti ·),the 
Green Mountain Club, and the University of 
Vermont. A progressive and imaginative 
director of Forests and Parks, Rodney Barber, 
played a key role in bringing action. Besides 
coordinating the joint efforts of everyone in
volved, Barber hired the first full-time Ranger 
to patrol the summit area during the summer 
of 1969, the first step toward a strong en
vironmental protection and educational 
campaign. 

Also during that summer of 1969, the 
GMC's Burlington Section reinstituted a 
caretaker system at Taft Lodge, Mansfield's 
most crowded shelter. Employing shelter 
caretakers resurrected an old system: back in 
the 1930s, with jobs scarce els wher , several 
GMC Long Trail lodges had hired caretakers. 

When originally hired in 1969, the new 
car ·takers were viewed primarily as pro
tecting th.e Club's property from vandalism. 
But they soon joined forces with Barber's sum-
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mit Ranger on the front lin , conta ting 
hikers and educating them on more sensitive 
use of the outdoors. 

In October 1969 a Green Mountain Pro
file Committee was organized under the 
leadership of a key environmental figure of 
the time, University of Vermont botanist 
Hubert Vogelmann. Building on Vogel
mann's in-depth research on upper-elevation 
nv ironments , this committe sought to 

develop a unified ecological approach to the 
preservation of the Green Mountain profile. 

And it was in 1969 that Shirley Strong 
became president of the Green Mountain 
Club. Perhaps the most dynamic of all Ver
mont's environmental leaders of that time, 
Strong was active everywhere. She was, ac
cording to V ogelmann, "the driving force, the 
real organizer" of the Green Mountain Pro
file Committee. She constantly prodded 
Barber and his staff to get things done. She 
was the first female president of GMC, and 
also the first to move the Club decisively in 
the direction of bold responses to the impact 
of the backpacking boom. In an early message 
to GMC members, Strong focussed Club at
tention on: 

the increasing number of hikers and in
creasing use of shelters. This interest in 
hiking and the outdoors is certainly 
wonderful; the trail is there to be used 
and enjoyed. But greater use brings 
greater responsibility and more prob
lems of maintenance. 

During the early 1970s, that new breed of 

summit Rangers on Mansfield and Camel's 
Hump saw their job description grow broader 
and deeper. They became "Ranger
Naturalists," a new term with new implica
tions . Instead of the old enforcement or fire 
control duties, these new-style Ranger
N aturalists focussed on "low-key on-site 
educational encounters with the hiking 
public." 

They spent hours simply sitting on top of 
the mountain. When a hiking party showed 
up, the Ranger-Naturalist casually joined the 
group and initiated conversation on the 
unique qualities of the alpine zone, leading 
to the "message" of everyone's helping to save 
the vegetation by staying on trail or on rock 
ledges. No orders were given, no summons 
issued, no regulations quoted. Duties in
cluded some work on trail maintenance and 
availability for search and rescue. But the chief 
focus was always educational. 

"We keep watch over tundra like a lifeguard 
over a beach," said one Ranger-Naturalist. 
Here is his picture of how his day went: 

There, I have just seen someone walk
ing upon the sedge meadow. I wander 
over and strike up a conversation. 
Sooner or later I bring up the subject 
of the alpine vegetation. My message 
in its essence is this: let's walk on the 
rocks so our children's children may ex
perience this alpine summit undis
turbed: otherwise the rare plants will be 
trampled to death. 

(Continued next page) 

Photo by Sue Lester 
Hikers on the Long Trail this month would do well to heed this sign. 
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ETHIC-
(Continued from previous page) 

Getting this message acros takes initia
tive, tact, and sensitivity. Above all, a 
Ranger-Naturalist should not carry an 
attitude of overbearing authority or 
sup riority. I am an educator, not a 
policeman; my tools ar common sense 
and the power of persuasion, not regula
tion · and a strident voice. 

Down below treeline a new educational em
phasis infected th > shelt r caretaker jobs chat 

MC had laun ed at Taft in 1969. During 
the early 1970s GMC Caretakers sprang up 
at more shelters along the Long Trail until 
by 1975 GMC (the parent club now) had 21 
seasonal Caretakers, chiefly around 
Mansfield, Camel's Hump, and popular 
ponds like Stratton and Little Rock. This 
growth was larg ly dire ted by Kenn Boyd, 
one of the early Mansfield Ranger
Naturalists, and a thoroughly education
oriented leader. 

Boyd and other guided the original watch
dog function of CMC Caretakers into a 
broader "multi-purpo e" job description. As 
summarized by Boyd, Lhey were "publi rela
tion , people, historian, , envir~nm ntali ts, 
guides, and a friend to all hikers." Like the 
Ranger-Naturalists above treeline, the shelter 
Caretakers were front-line missionaries for the 
new ethic. 'We're not her just to enforce 
rules," a Little Rock Pond Caretaker told Ver
mont Life, "but to show people how they can 
help protect a beautiful but fragile ar a." On 
Mansfield and am l's Hump, Ranger
Naturalisl and shelter aretakers work d 
together closely to put across the message of 
the new environm ntal ethic in an age of un
precedented pressure on the backcountry. 

For budgetary reasons, the GMC could 
never afford to taff its entire chain of Long 
Trail facilities with paid help. The gaps in 
coverage w re partially filled in with the 
launching of an "Adopt-A- helter" program 
in 1970, under whi h any GMO member 
might sign up to look out for on parti uJar 
sheller . The "adopters" would visit their 
shelter anywher from two or three times a 
year to nearly very weekend, depending on 
how much tim th y had and how much their 
interest was engaged. At its peak, the GMC'. 
Adopt-A-Shelter program covered forty 
shelters. 

It was an exciting time of change and 
idealism, those years from 1969 into the 
early 1970s. Not just in Vermont, but all over 
the Northeast - indeed, all over the United 
States - the outdoor community felt a sense 
of mis ion, a new dedication to safeguarding 
the precious island of wilderness left in an 
urban society. 

Not many generations really get to "save 
the world," but the hikers and climbers and 
backpa ker and land managers of the early 
1970s genuinely believed that they were sav
ing their world, the mountains and woods and 
waters in which they enjoyed their outdoor 
adventures. 
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THE BOOK REVIEW 

JohnPerry and Jane Greverus Perry, The 
Sierra Club Guick to the Natural Areas of New 
England. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 
1990. Pp. 379. $12.95 paper. 

This volume is the sixth in a series of 
regional guidebooks to outdoor recreation. In 
the words of the authors, it is about "quiet 
places, away from crowds and city noises, 
places to enjoy trees and wildflowers, clear 
brooks, singing birds and the flash of a deer's 
tail. It is a guide for campers and hikers, 
birders and canoeists, fishermen and hunters." 

You will not find the Arnold Arboretum 
or Hubbard Park in Montpelier in this book. 
But you will find state parks, wildlife manage
ment areas, hiking trails, rivers, national 
forests, and lakes. These are arranged 
alphabetically under each state. 

Each entry includes acreage, travel direc
tions, symbols for recreational activities, a 
bibliography, the address of the agency or 
organization that manages the area and a 
description. The latter varies in length, but 
may include history, topography, information 
about camping and trails, and check lists for 
birds, mammals, and wildflowers. 

At their best, th entri s are inspired. 
ometimes, when the authors a.re relying on 

set::ondary sources, they are perfunctory. 
Under "Popham Beach State Park" in Maine 
you find the following: "It is said to be a fine 
sand beach . . . . We don't know. On a sunny 
day in August, the parking area was full and 
dozens of cars were park d along the road out
side. Try it in the fall ." Honest, but not very 
helpful. 

The Vermont section covers about 50 
pages. Among the featured areas are Dead 
Creek Waterfowl Area, Green Mountain Na
tional Forest, the Long Trail, and Victory 
Basin Wildlife Management Area. There are 
40 entrie in all. 

The GMC and the LT ar frequently men
tioned. Nearly every Vermont entry refers to 

the club's guidebooks, and the trail is given 
its due when it traverses a natural area. 

The authors clearly dislike congestion. 
Their least favorite state seems to be 
Massachusetts whose seaboard has suffered 
drastically from development. Southern New 
Hampshire comes a close second. 

The Sierra Club Guide to 
the Natural Areas of 
NEW ENGLAND 

MASSACHUSETTS RHODI ISLAND CONNIC1'JCUT 

A guide for the sightseer M camper A hiker /, 

backpacker ~ canoeist '-'- fisherman ..J skier 

~ and swimmer .;;l>•~ to over 350 natural areas 

including state and national parks, forests and 

wildlife preserves. and lands in the public domain 

JOHN PERRY JANE GREVERUS PERRY 

The strength of the Guide to the Natural Areas 
of New England is its focus on the uquiet places . D 

The authors describe numerous hikes in state 
parks and wildlife management areas where 
they met no one, even in mid-season. If their 
book can draw people from the heavily 
travelled trails to less used areas, iL will be 
beneficial indeed. 

As a gaze teer to New England, it presents 
a good, selective picture of what is here. For 
actual exploring, the regional hiking, boating, 
and field guides are still essential. There are 
no detailed maps. 

by Reidun D. Nuquist 

Winter Safety 

The GMC pamphlet entitled Winter 
Trail Use in the Green Mountains is filled 
with useful information on trail condi
tions. Topics covered include: limita
tions of time and terrain, hiking party 
size, shelters and lodges, water supplies, 
winter weather, hypothermia, frostbite, 
and dehydration. The suggested equip
ment list is excellent. 

Get a copy from the Club offi e to 
share with your winter hiking friends. 
Please send a self-addressed, stamped, 
legal size envelope. 
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The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 889 
Montpelier, VT 05601 

1990-91 GMC CALENDAR 

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Second Class Postage 
Paid 

Montpelier, VT 
and other locations 

GMC Office, Montpelier, VT .•.•...••................................................. November 16, 1990 

GMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Putney Inn, Putney, VT .................................................................... January 12, 1991 

BURLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
Location to be determined ............................................................... January 19, 199.1 

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
GMC Office, Montpelier, VT ............................................................ February 22, 1991 

CATAMOUNT TRAIL BICENTENNIAL SKI TOUR 
Selected Sections of the Catamount Trail. ........................................ February 23, 1991 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
First Baptist Church, Brattleboro, VT ................................................... March 12, 1991 

GMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Location to be determined .................................................................. March 16, 1991 

LARAWAY SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
Location to be determined .................................................................. March 23, 1991 

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
GMC Office, Montpelier, VT .................................................................. April 26, 1991 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE GENERAL MEETING 
Williamstown, MA ............................................................................. July 19-26, 1991 




