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Long Trail Patrol Grows In Both Role and Size 
By Larry Van Meter 

Not so long ago, maintenance of the Long 
Trail was a matter of keeping the shelters 
in shape, and making sure that the Trail 
was well cleared and adequately blazed. As 
a rule, both paid and volunteer section 
crews spent more time on the shelters than 
on the LT itself. 

Times have changed. Although the routine 
shelter and trail-clearing work remains im
portant, the normal wear and tear on the 
Trail caused by some 70,000 hikers each year 
has required aggressive action to 'protect the 
LT from further degradation. 

Many people ask why the Long Trail was 
routed up a streambed or run through a 
bog. Unfortunately, those areas were not 
always that way, but have deteriorated be
cause of the impact of thousands of hiking 
boots on wet, fragile soils. Each year many 
gullies deq~en with each thunderstorm, and 
many boggy areas widen as hikers attempt 
to walk around the mud. 

This situation has been viewed with con
siderable alarm over the past few years by 
those who have seen the Trail continuously 
deteriorating. In an effort to stem this de
gradation, all organizations involved in 
maintenance of the LT-U.S. Forest Service, 
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation, and the GMC-have upgraded 
their efforts to strengthen the Trail to with
stand heavy use, while at the same time 
maintaining as primitive an appearance as 
possible. 

This year, with an unexpected but welcome 
appropriation of $10,000 from the Vermont 
General Assembly, a generous contribution 
from the New York Section of $4,500 for 
work on the Monroe Skyline, and a greater 
commitment of regular Club funds, the GMC 
has been able to field the largest Long Trail 
Patrol in its history-16 Patrol members in 
two separate crews. 

Patrol work is time-consuming and sur
prisingly exacting. An abundance of mud, .. 

rain, and bugs makes the work no easier. 
Perhaps the most important efforts of the 
L TP are directed toward controlling soil 
erosion. To prevent further gullying and 
widening of the Trail, the Patrol installs 
waterbars - logs laid in the trail at an 
angle. These divert water during storms and 
spring thaw, thereby minimizing erosion to 
the footpath. The extent to which waterbars 
are needed is underlined by Forest Service 
specifications calling for over 500 in less than 
ten miles of Trail between Vt. 9 and Glasten
bury Mountain! Other erooion controls include 
drainage dips, box culverts, and log or rock 

steps to hold soil in place. 
A second chore on which the Patrol con

centrates, and one which is probably more 
obvious to the average hiker, is the "hardening" 
of the Trail in wet areas. Where possible, 
rock is used to provide stepping stones through 
boggy areas. Where rock is not available, 
log puncheon ("catwalks" made of nearby 
spruce or hardwood) are constructed to get 
foot traffic off the boggy areas. Corduroy 
(miscellaneous logs and sticks laid into muddy 
areas) is no longer used because it can make 
matters worse by impeding natural drainage 

(See PATROL, Page 6) 

T-SHIRT ON TOP - Yes, that is a Green Mountain Club T-Shirt which two of this party of mountain
climbers are holding. They used it to mark their succesdul ascent Jan. l of approximately 17,000-foot-high 
Nevado del Tolima in the Columbian Andes. From left are: Pieter Crow of Groton, Mass.; Mickey Nowak 
of Ludlow, Mass.; Terry McGrath of Northfield, Vt.; and Paul Monohan, Jr. of Ashfield, Mass. Fifth 
member of the party was the photographer, Ollie Wallock of Springfield, Mass. Nowak and Crow were the 
only GMC'ers in the group and the latter was organizer and leader of the expedition to South America, 
which included ascents of eight major mountains (Pieter is one of the GMC's ranger-naturalists on Camel's 
Hump this year). 



IDlyt 1£nng @rail News 
Membership Publication Of 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

EDITOR 
Robert L. Hagerman 

Box671 
Morrisville, Vt. 05661 

GMC FIELD PERSONNEL 

A sketch of their activities was provided 
in the May L TN but their names were not 
available then. "They" are the 40-plus people 
carrying out the GMC's field programs this 
year - the Long Trail Patrol, ranger
naturalists and shelter caretakers. The following 
is a roster of the young men and women 
in the various positions (place names are 
Vermont unless otherwise indicated). 

Long Trail Patrol 
Crew #I - Rick Rice of Burlington, crew 

boss; Greg Baldor, Barre; Barbara Moore and 
Dan Larrow, Burlington; Nandy Passas, 
Jericho; David Hatton, Williamstown, Mass.; 
Peter Gadzinski, Colt's Neck, N.J.; and Dick 
Burgess, Mt. Holly. 

Crew #2 - Garrett Conover of Pittsfield, 
Mass., crew boss; Chris Janowski, Sterling 
Heights, Mich.; Peter Carse, Hinesburg; Jeff 
Sanborn, Barre; Mark Collins, Hooksett, 
N .H.; Dick Pinkham, Montpelier; Anne 
Heise, Bloomington, Ind.; and Bob Crawford, 
Guilford, Ct. 

Ranger-Naturalists 
Mt. Mansfield - Cecilia Elwert of Rutland, 

head ranger; Sunny Lieberman, Oreland, Pa.; 
Liza Little, Burlington; and Peter Sweeney, 
North Adams, Mass. 

Camel's Hump - Pieter Crow of Groton, 
Mass. , head ranger, and Peter Zika, 
Burlington, Mass. 

Caretakers 
Harry T. Peet, Jr., caretaker director; 

Grant Taylor of Keene, N.H. at Sterling 
Pond Shelter; Larry Keyes, Montpelier, Taft; 
Vic Henningsen, Andover , Mass .• Butler; 
Sharry Baker, Oakland, N .J. , Taylor; Mary 
Ann Durbrow, Burlington, Bolton; Dan 
Geer, Lebanon, N.J. , Wiley; Wendy Eliot, 
Green Bay, Wisc., Gorham; Ben Davis, 
Cooperstown, N. Y., Montclair Glen; Paul 
Walchenbach, Pittsfield, Mass., Stark's Nest; 
Brian McClintock, Burlington, Glen Ellen; 
Anne Schuchat, Chevy Chase, Md., Skyline; 
Bob Paradise, Old Greenwich, Ct .• Cooper; 
Fenton Bagley, Union City, Pa., Griffith Lake; 
Patti Spear, Stowe, Bromley; Diane and Leon 
Bristow, Ayer, Mass., Stratton Pond; Len 
Schmidt, Arlington, Va., Congdon; Ray 
Auger, Milford, Ct. , Little Rock Pond; and 
Jim Hope and Chris Schultz, Burlington 
replacement caretakers. 
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Rangers Play Key Role 
In Rescue On Mt. Mansfield 

Three of the GMC-State ranger-naturalists 
on Mt. Mansfield participated early this 
summer in the rescue of a 26-year-old New 
Hampshire man from a predicament he later 
described as "a nightmare. " If it weren't for 
the rescuers aid - plus some sheer luck to 
get them there in the first place - the 
man might very well have perished. 

Site of the incident was the mountain's 
dramatic, but hazardous, Cave of the Winds 
off the east side of the Lower Lip. It's very 
much a vertical, not horizontal, cave, 
however - a relatively narrow, 120-foot
deep fissure which on this occasion, as it 
is well into the summer, was covered with 
ice in many places. 

About noon on June IO Mark Bernier of 
Dover, N.H., a solo hiker who had already 
spent some time on the summit ridge, 
reached the cave for what apparently was 
to have been a fairly casual inspection. 
Moments after he entered he slipped through 
the cave's narrow opening and fell some 60 
feet into the abyss. He broke no bones but 
was bruised and scratched and possibly 
knocked unconscious for a time. More 
serious in the chill, wet and dark surroundings 
was his lack of suitable clothing and pro
visions (he had taken off his pack at the 
entrance to the cave). He also had no climb
ing apparatus and so was unable to get out. 
His only recourse was to shout for help. But 
outside the cave the day had been a bleak 
one - windy, cloud-swept and cold - so 
few hikers were on the summit ridge. Time 
after time he called, to no avail. The hours 
slipped by. 

Then about 2:30 p.m. a group of young
sters from the Thayer School in Burlington 
and their adult leaders chanced to pass the 
cave opening and heard Bernier's calls. Thus 
began the chain of events which led to the 
trapped man's rescue. 

Most of the group hiked to the Cliff 
House, the Mt. Mansfield Company's reitaurant 
at the top of the gondola lift, to get help . 
There, company employe Ralph Chilton 
contacted Rangers Cecilia Elwert, Peter 
Sweeney and Liza Little (Ranger Sunny 
Liberman, also posted there, had the after
noon off). Sweeney headed for the cave 
carrying blankets, food, water, first aid kit, 
rope and flashlights (Chilton actually got 
some supplies to the cave before Sweeney 
and continued to help in other ways). Elwert, 
the head ranger, and Little remained behind 
to alert the Stowe Rescue Squad and co
ordinate preparations for its arrival. Another 
bit of luck for Bernier was the fact that 
the rangers and rescue squad had met only 
a few days earlier to establish procedures 
for rescue and first aid relating to accidents 
on Mt. Mansfield, including specifically its 
Cave of the Winds. 

Meanwhile, Stephen B. Gould and his son, 
David, of the Thayer School group had re
mained at the cave and established what 

the rangers later described as a good rapport 
with Bernier. So when Sweeney arrived, with 
Elwert and Little joining him later, they 
channeled many of their questions and 
comments to the stricken man through 
Gould. The blankets and food were dropped 
to Bernier using lengths of rope. Even with 
the flashlight he could not be seen because 
of projections in the rock fissure so com -
munications continued by voice alone. 

About 4: 15 p.m. a Rescue Squad crew led 
by Chic Fitts reached the scene. Fitts was 
lowered into the cave on a harness and, after 
about 45 minutes of coaxing and instruction, 
Bernier was hauled out to safety. He was 
transported to Copley Hospital in Morris
ville for treatment of the minor injuries and 
mild shock. 

It might be noted that a hiker familiar 
with the area had encountered Bernier that 
morning. Among other things, he had been 
advised that safe exploration of the Cave 
of the Winds really requires alpine skills and 
climbing gear and, lacking those , he had 
been urged not to enter the cave. His fall 
has raised anew questions which the rangers 
and state officials have previously discussed: 
how much notice should the cave be given 
on maps and guide literature, and should 
signs be posted (and where?) which caution 
mountain hikers about the cave's hazards? 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

LT GOING TO THE DOGS 

On Sept. 5, 1970 a rather unusual event 
occurred on the Long Trail - the birth 
of a son to Mrs. Jonathan Sewall at 
Skyline Lodge. Now comes belated word 
of another birth on the LT, only this time 
quadruplets) It seems two individuals who 
go by the names of Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid hiked the Trail end-to-end 
last year. They report that on July 25 
four puppies were born at Puffer Shelter 
to "the Imperial Wonder Dogs, Buff and 
Blue" (it's not dear which dog was the 
mother). After a day's nursing at the 
shelter, the pups were then transported 
seven days on the tops of BC's and SK's 
packs the remaining distance to Canada. 
All four survived and are now "happily 
existing in country homes." 

NAUHEIM SHELTER GOING UP 

The new Guide Book of the Long Trail 
(see Page 3) refers to the Melville Nauheim 
Shelter as though it were complete and ready 
for hikers. Tain't so, at least not yet. The 
Bennington Section, which is handling its 
construction, reports that completion is defi
nitely expected by mid-autumn. A full report 
will appear in the November, L TN. 
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Cartoon by Jeff Danziger in the Sunday Rutland Herald and Times Argus. 
Used by permiMion. 

Editor's Notes 

Birth Trauma For New Guide 
Page 81 of the new Guide Book of lhe Long Trail will long be 

remembered by those handling its publication for the GMC, notably 
Editor Harry T. Peet, Jr. and Executive Director Larry Van Meter. 
Soon after arrival of the first shipment of books from Queen City 
Printers in Burlington, Larry opened a copy to that particular page -
only to have it split right open in his hands. A faulty binding of 
the socalled Perfect variety, i.e. glued but not stitched, was the 
problem, and not just for that copy but for all that had been printed. 
The printer did a complete rerun of the printing and binding but 
sale of the Guide was delayed a good two weeks as a result. 
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Unfortunately, the new pnncmg bad a repeat of the Perfect 
binding which has also proved to be imperfect. With heavy use 
and the wetting likely to occur in extended trail use, the binding may 
give way. Larry has thus announced that purchasers of the new Guide 
Book who have that experience can return the defective copy to 
GMC headquarters for a free new one. The replacement copies, 
incidentally, will have a new stitched binding. 

On another frustration front, Harry and Larry had had assurances 
from the U.S. Forest Service that the major relocation of the Long 
Trail from Hannon Hill in Woodford over Glastenbury Mt. would be 
open to hikers by the time the new Guide Book was off the press. 
That was rather critical because the Guide describes only the new 
stretch of Trail, with no reference to the old route. But at the last 
moment - too late to change the text of the Guide - the USFS 
reported that the new William A. MacArthur Memorial Bridge over 
City Scream would not be completed until late this summer. That 
is the final structure needed before the relocated Trail can b opened. 
So the copies now being sold carry an insert describing the old 
stretch of LT and advising hikers to continue using it for the time 
being. After all that bad news, the good news is the new Guide 
Book itself - a magnificenc piece of work by Editor Peet and the 
many who helped him. 

The hazards of outdoor activity in the Green Mountains were 
once again made evident by two incidents in recent months. A 
five·year-old boy escaped unhurt - except for "a million bug 
bites" - when he unexpectedly spent the night on Camel's Hump. 
A major search by Vermont Stat Police and volunteers was mounted 
May 23 after Beom Zepp of Burlington got separated from his 
mother and disappeared into the mountain wilderness. Two of the 
rescuers found him about 6 a .m . the following morning. And a 
New York hiker, Peter Weinbaum, required emergency help when 
his trick knee gave out on Camel's Hump on May 30. He was 
brought oul by state police and the Waterbury Rescue Squad . 

"~at does the GMC do for you?" was the theme of a recent 
display at Dakin's Vermont Mountain Shop in Burlington. Focussing 
on the Burlington Section, which aided in its preparation, the exhibit 
included photographs of various Section events along with some 
mannikin hikers to provide an appropriat~ atmosphere. 

The Long Trail and GMC have once agajn been subjects of 
special articles in Vermont newspapers. The Sunday Burti:ngton Free 
Press of June 12 carried a feature about the Club and Executive 
Director Van Meter. A story in the Sunday Rutland Herald and 
Times Argus of June 26 described the special character of the Mt. 
Mansfield summit ridge and the role of the GMCState rangers in 
"protecting Vermont's loftiest peak from man. " And that same 
publication of July 10 had three articles about hiking in Vermont, 
the GMC and LT. One was illustrated with a delightful cartoon of 
an LT backpacker by artist Jeff Danziger, who kindly gave us 
permission to reproduce it here. 

WRITER SEEKS HIKING TIPS 

Have you ever seen a fellow hiker pull an ingenious piece of 
homemade gear out of a pack, or devise a tricky solution to an 
old problem? Or maybe you've come up with such a trail or camping 
gimmick yourself. 

June Fleming, Northwest-wilderness teacher and author of The 
Well-Fed Backpacker, is collecting these ideas from all over the 
country for a book and invites everyone to send her their suggestions. 
These can include anything about food planning and preparation, 
loading a pack or setting up camp, improvised equipment or clothing, 
emergency repairs, friendly cohabitation with bugs and critters, etc. 

Ideas will be selected for their broad appeal, and those chosen will 
get a credit line and a free copy of the new book which is scheduled 
for publication in Spring, 1978 by Victoria House of Portland, Ore. 
Write out your idea (and add a sketch if it's easier to explain that 
way) and send it to June Fleming, Box 13643, Portland, OR 97213, 
bySept. 15, 1977. 
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Two Bread Loaf Stttionen who manned the Section's 
display booth at a recent home and garden show in 
Middlebury were Nancy Williamaon, left, and Sally 
Doney. 

BREAD LOAF SECTION 

In an effort to bring our newly-formed 
Bread Loaf Section into the local limelight, 
some of our group manned a booth at the 
Addison County Home and Garden Show in 
the Middlebury Municipal Building March 
25-27. Eleven members came in to do their 
bit. With fine display material loaned to us 
by the Burlington Section and with hand
outs on short trails to hike in the area, 
we managed to attract many inquiries from 
people unaware of the many activities we 
sponsor. With spring then approaching. we 
particularly seemed to interest people in our 
canoejng schedule, and did have sjzeable 
turnouts for those events during the spring 
as a result. 

CAROL H. SMITH, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

An interesting outing that 15 Club members 
participated in during the latter part of May 
was a hike led by Norm Rayner at the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society's Rutland 
Brook Sanctuary in P tersham. The group 
walked through well-watered forested areas 
that had formerly belonged to lhe Fiske and 
Allen estates and that had been opened to 
the public just since the first of the year; 
in this sense it was "virgin territory" for out
doors-lovers. The range 'of shade and soil 
resulted in a variety of plantlife that included 
goldthread, marsh marigold, mayflower, 
and several kinds of fern. At a pond con
structed by beavers there was evidence of 
recent activity. Another pond, man-made, 
flowed our under a picturesque bridge ~hat 
was half-hidden by rhododendron. Rutland 
Brook itself, part of the headwaters of the 
Swift River, bubbled along under the shade 
of old hemlocks. The concluding feature of ... 
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the hike, on the grassy parking lot, was 
chatting over cups of Arline Rayner's iced
tea combination. 

As a contrast, two weekends later five pack
carriers followed the ridge paths that make 
up the Metacomet-Monadnock Trail as it 
croo;es Hermit and Crag Mountains in Erving, 
Mass. The steady climb to the ridge, remini
scent of some parts of the Long Trail, was 
worth the effort because of the views afforded 
of Northfield water reserve to the left and 
the winding sparkle of the Millers River far 
below on the right. Lunch was on a rock 
outcrop that overlooked miles of the Berkshire 
Hills. After four hours of fairly steady going -
and a surprise meeting with a doe - Red 
Frame led the group onto Northfield Gulf 
Road, 7. 8 miles from the starting point. 

Several section members plan to notch 
some mileage on the Long Trail this summer 
and we're looking forward to some End-to
Enders in the near future. Section activity, 
however, will center around Wednesday 
evening get-togethers at the camp on Cedar 
Meadow Pond in Leicester. 

BILL HAITH, Reporter 

BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

The Brattleboro Section held its annual 
trail cleanup outing the weekend of May 14-
15. About a dozen members participated, 
dividing into about four groups to work on 
various parts of the Long Trail from Branch 
Pond to Rt. 11 and the Bromley Camp. 
The work also involved a general cleanup 
around that camp and at the Douglas 
Shelter (Swezey Camp was recently tom down 
by the U.S. Forest Service). Among those 
participating were Roger Davis, Brandon 
Douglas, Clare Conover, Arthur and Doug 
Welman, Joe Cook, Dorothy McDonald, 
Mark Brown and Lester and Debbie Dunklee. 
The weekend was a big success, the greatest 
improvement coming in the removal of 
numerous blowdowns that had accumulated 
last winter. A future work party is now being 
planned for the specific improvement of 
Bromley Camp. 

MARK BROWN, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
A Loyal Life Member Is Lost 

For the New York Section, summertime 
is Thendara time and the livin' is easy. Our 
hard-working Camp Committee make it easy 
for the rest of us to enjoy the joys of summer 
at Camp - the rhododendron, the mountajn 
laurel , and loafing at the lake while dreaming 
up new recipes for blueberries. It's the time 
for initiating the youngsters inro camping 
and hiking and the time for reminiscing. 

This year we'll be remembering one of 
our life members who left us suddenly this 
spring. Ray Darrenougue, who joined the 
GMC 47 years ago, died April 4. at age 78. 
Since 1930 Ray has taken great interest in 

all Club act1V1t1es, serving on the Section's 
governing board and most recently, as Vice 
President in 1975-1976. His special forte was 
planning the Fall Foliage Weekends and last 
October he led a caravan of cars over the 
Catskill countryside to points of interest 
ranging from Woodcpuck Lodge, summer 
home of naturalist John Burroughs, through 
the Valley of the Covered Bridges, to a tour 
of the Blenheim-Gilboa Pump Power Station. 

But it is at Thendara, which he considered 
his second home, that he will be particularly 
remembered. The Nature Room albums show 
his special skill and patience in photographing 
birds and animals and his artistry as a re
corder of Section festivities and excursions. 
He was also very active on outside work at 
Thendara and his most recent project was 
the replacement of the water pump. 

When Ray died, his brother suggested 
contributions to the Section be made in lieu 
of flowers. With these contributions the Ray 
Darrenougue Memorial Fund has been 
established. Income from this fund is to be 
used for any purpose at Camp Thendara or 
any succe!&>r camp maintained by the Section, 
or for any other purpose approved by its 
Board of Directors. It's a fitting memorial 
for all Ray gave to the GMC. He'll be missed. 

MARY BA YONE, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Our spring activities have been well 
attended and the greatest was a "Mini" 
Work Party and Campout at Seth Warner 
Shelter on May 14 and 15. Clearing trail 
and repairing wet areas was planned for 
north and south of the shelter. Those 
attending were to bring their own lunches, 
but supper Saturday night and breakfast 
Sunday morning were furnished by the PVS 
treasury. Supper included hot roast beef and 
gravy on home-made bread, peas, cookies 
and beverage. For break.fast there was juice, 
sausage patty, French toast, maple syrup 
and beverage. Tea , coffee or hot chocolate 
was the choice of beverages (the coffee was 
kept under guard all night due to excessive 
pncel). 

Well, it was a beautiful weekend. Trails 
and Shelters Chairman Dave Ledger said 
the group had the fun and fellowship ex
pected, and the work did get done. Thirty 
men, women and children were involved, 
all of whom stayed overnight in their own 
tents as through-hikers occupied the shelter. 
Those in charge of meals avoided a fiasco, 
having planned for about 20 definite parti
cipants but with some allowance for "pombles." 
The bill came to about $40 for the two 
meals, averaging under 70 cents per serving. 
We hope to continue this kind of work party 
plan for the future, perhaps asking each 
participant to bring a designated dish of some 
kind. 

Part of the group cleared large trees which 
were ruined by the March and May snow
and wind-storms. They also did considerable 
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corduroying, rock-stepping, waterbarring, 
aerial bridging, rerouting around mudholes, 
paint-blazing, and ditching. Others worked 
around the campsites and shelter, cleaning, 
repairing benches, and rebuilding fireplaces. 

So it was a very successful weekend with 
many hands making light work of it. Dave 
says it was a real pleasure to set up and 
work with such a fine group. Without these 
workers, none of it would have been possible. 

DOROTHY B. KNIGHT, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

The stretch of Long Trail from Chilcoot 
Pass to Whiteface Shelter, and the shelter 
itself, have been undergoing some badly
needed improvements this swruner. The Long 
Trail Patrol gets major credit for the ac
complishment but Sterling Section volunteers 
have also done a good bit of the work in
volved. As for the Trail, Sterling members . 
did some basic clearing while the L TP built 
considerable puncheon and rock walkways to 
improve muddy stretches. At the shelter the 
Patrol replaced several deteriorated sill logs, 
thereby preventing possible collapse of the 
structure in the not-too-distant future. And 
about the time this L TN reaches readers, 
a Sterling Section crew will be at work re
placing the shelter's old galvanized metal 
roof, which spit, bailing wire and roof tar 
could no longer keep from leaking. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 
Or, Annual Work Party On The 

Long Trail 

Vice President for Trails and Shelters, Joe 
Kekacs, headed up the annual work party 
in the Section's area of responsibility on May 
21-22. Joe reports that the work party, eleven 
strong, worked hard and all projects planned 
were completed. 

The party arrived at Story Spring Shelter 
at 11 a.m. and found the black flies were 
out in force, but not biting too badly. Here, 
several boards in the shelter's floor which had 
been burned through were replaced, a large 
hole was dug and the outhouse moved to its 
new location. Supports were constructed for 
the table and benches, the area was cleaned 
up, and other small improvements were made. 

Late Saturday afternoon, six members of 
the party departed for the Kid Gore Shelter 
arriving at 6 p.m. Here they found the 
Caughnawaga and Kid Gore Shelters, and 
the outhouse, in good physical condition al
though in need of cleaning. Dave Gonci, 
Vice President for Activities, had fashioned 
a large plaque at home and attached to it 
a _narrative of the history of the Kid Gore 
Shelter; he nailed the plaque to the back 
wall of the shelter while the party proudly 
looked on. 

Sunday was a very busy day of work. The 
relocated portion of the Trail- about three 

... 
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miles between the Caughnawaga and Story 
Spring Shelters- was blazed by Dave Gonci, 
Dave Edwards and Mark Drega, younger 
members of the Section. Herb van Winkelen, 
Don Frigo and Joe Kekacs did extensive 
brushing and cleaned out waterbars along 
the entire length of the Trail back to Story 
Spring. The party completed the two-day 
project at 4 p.m. and headed home with a 
feeling of accomplishment. 

To complete work in the Section's area of 
responsibility (from Arlington-West Wards
boro Road south to Glastenbury Mountain, 
9.5 miles in length) President Peter Dabbs 
will, on August 6-7, lead a work party to 
concentrate on that portion of the Trail south 
of the Kid Gore Shelter to Glastenbury 
Mountain. 

Joe Kekacs reports the Trail and the 
shelters in the Section's area are ready for a 
very active summer of hiking and that from 
time to time members will visit the shelters 
to insure that they are in a serviceable 
condition. 

ANTHONY H. SHOOKUS, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

After several whitewater canoe trips early 
this spring, May 1 was a change-of-pace day 
for 18 members and friends of the Mont
pelier Section. Shunning the higher, snow
covered and probably muddy trails, we hiked 
that section of the Appalachian Trail between 
Pomfret and 1-:lartford, Vt. It was an easy' 
ten-mile walk through rolling country scented 
with budding wild apple trees. The weather 
cooperated and spring flowers were on full 
display to the enjoyment of all, especially 
the camera buffs. Some of those identifying 
various species were Dot Babcock, Sally Sairs, 
Reidun Nuquist and Trip Leader Dave 
Morse. One new member, Gary Shangraw, 
was particularly helpful in spotting and de
scribing various insects, all of which were 
very friendly and not the least bit hungry. 
Wildlife seen were some mice "underfoot" 
in a hollow log, snakes bathing in the sun, 
a hawk's nest and a pair of chickadees 
working diligently on a nest of their own. 
Various types of lichens and mosses were 
beautiful but some of us preferred the leeks 
we found, which were edible. 

FRED OSBORNE, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 
Or, The New Quartermaster Position 

For at least some of the GMC sections, 
including Burlington, equipment is collected 
and stored over the years in various places. 
When anyone wants to use this equipment 
(such as tools and group-cooking utensils), 
there is often quite a search to determine 
where it is and who has it. At the same 
time, the section doesn't know for sure exactly 
what equipment it has. To remedy this 
situation, the Burlington Section's executive 
committee decided to appoint a quartermaster 

to keep track of all our equipment. Dot 
Myer was then appointed the first quarter
master, since unofficially she was already 
doing a great job in helping to store much 
of our equipment at her home and was 
willing to continue to do so. 

What does Dot's new job entail? First she 
found out what we have for equipment. 
Then she began making a master list of 
those items and where each was stored. Some 
items will be kept by the person or persons 
who use them the most, while the majority 
will be stored at the home of the quarter
master. Anyone who needs something calls 
the quartermaster who can tell from the 
master list where the item or items are. 
Items will be "signed out" and when each 
is returned, the person who borrowed it will 
have his or her name checked off. 

To date, Dot has nearly completed the 
master list. We hope and think that this 
will be a more efficient system. 

GINNY YANDOW, Reporter 

WHO'S WHO IN THE SECTIONS 

The following are various additions and 
changes to the roster of section officers 
carried in the May, L TN. 

Bennington 
Trails and Shelters Chairman:David Hapgood, 

Box 445, North Bennington, VT 05257 

Brattleboro 
President: Arthur Wellman, RR #1 - Box 59, 

Newfane, VT 05345 
Trails and Shelters and Activities Co

ordinator: Joe Cook, RR #1 - Box 119C, 
Newfane, VT 05345 

Bread Loaf 
Trails and Shelters Chairman: Tunis 

Williamson, RFD #1, New Haven, VT 
05742 

Burlington 
New President (succeeding Hollie Johnson): 

Jan Abbott, 15 Grandview Ave., Essex 
Junction, VT 05452 

St. Albans 
President: Fran Lillie, 48 Messenger St., 

St. Albans, VT 054 78 
Trails and Shelters Chairman: John Manley, 

56 Bank St., St. Albans, VT 05478 

Worcester 
New President (succeeding Paul Morrell): 

Roger Jones, P.O. Box 346, Leicester, 
MA 01524 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
... if a Long Trail shelter, lodge, bridge or 
other structure needs repair or improvement 
of some kind, attempts to do this himself 
and if that is not practical or possible, sends 
word to GMC headquarters or to the 
appropriate Section . 
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It's all han<h around this big, new sill log at Whiteface Shelter to lift 
it to a position of readinelll for insertion where the old log had been (right). 
Then while two of the crew pry up on corner (above), the others pres,, 
the new log into place. Clown of the pry-bar in another position was Greg 
Baldor (below). 

(From PATROL, Page 1) 
from wet areas. 

A final, and more traditional chore of 
the L TP is shelter maintenance. Already this 
season the rotted sill logs at Whiteface Shelter 
were replaced by lifting the shelter with pry 
bars and installing new logs underneath. 
By the end of the summer, the Patrol ex
pects to rebuild Tillotson Camp, and con
struct or repair outhouses at Theron Dean, 
Birch G~en, _ Cowles Cove, and Hazen's No~~~· 

The Patrol's "Crew # 1 is led by Rick 
Rice of Burlington, and includes Greg 
Baldor, Dan Larrow, Barbara Moore, Dick 
Burgess, Nandy Passas, David Hatton, and 
Pete Gadzinski. They have completed the 
contract work in the Glastenbury area, and 
are now concentrating on general maintenance 
and waterbar work in the traditional stomping 
grounds of the Patrol between Vt. 15 at 
Johnson and the Canadian Border. In parti
cular, they will be working to rectify the 
massive bog problems in the Haystack 
Mountain area. 

"Crew # 2" is led by Garrett Connover, 
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,T Patrol At Work 
•tos by Bob Hagerman and Larry Van Meter 

who is in his fifth year with the L TP. 
Garrett's crew includes Chris Janowski, Peter 
Carse, Jeff Sanborn, Mark Collins, Anne 
Heise, Dick Pinkham, and Bob Crawford. 
Crew # 2 has already completed puncheon 
work in the notorious boggy areas on Morse 
Mountain in the Sterling Range, and will 
be concentrating on the Monroe Skyline for 
the remainder of the season. 

Because trailwork is so slow and so much 
needs to be done, financing the Patrol is no 
easy matter. For example, the Glastenbury 
contract work for ten miles of new Trail 
(construction less than 3 % of the total LT 
System) has cost the GMC about $20,0001 
Although most of this expense has been re
imbursed by the Forest Service, the Club 
must still underwrite the cost of the Patrol 
alone. This year, the GMC will spend close 
to $25,000-over one-third of the Club's total 
budget-on trailwork by the LTP. Because 
this work is so badly needed, the importance 
of continued and expanded funding of the 
GMC from membership dues and other 
sources becomes very clear. 

August, 1977 

Here's the 1977 Long T:rail Patrol, or most of them anyway, gathered 
with the Patrol truck at the Smuggle.r's Notch ski dorm. They arc much 
dryer and cleaner here than is often the case when at work on the 
Trail. 

Jeff Sanborn and Bob Crawford (right) 
inspect a stretch 0£ pun.cheon jwt com
pleted over a muddy area on Mone Mt. 
It was constructed with peeled spruce logs 
like the one being flattened off with an 
axe by Dick Pinkham (above). 
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season the rotted sill logs at Whiteface Shelter 
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By the end of the summer, the Patrol ex
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Pete Gadzinski. They have completed the 
contract work in the Glastenbury area, and 
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Carse, Jeff Sanborn, Mark Collins, Anne 
Heise, Dick Pinkham, and Bob Crawford. 
Crew # 2 has already completed puncheon 
work in the notorious boggy areas on Morse 
Mountain in the Sterling Range, and will 
be concentrating on the Monroe Skyline for 
the remainder of the season. 

Because trailwork is so slow and so much 
needs to be done, financing the Patrol is no 
easy matter. For example, the Glastenbury 
contract work for ten miles of new Trail 
(construction less than 3 3 of the total LT 
System) has cost the GMC about $20,0001 
Although most of this expense has been re
imbursed by the Forest Service, the Club 
must still underwrite the cost of the Patrol 
alone. This year, the GMC will spend close 
to $25,000-over one-third of the Club's total 
budget-on trailwork by the LTP. Because 
this work is so badly needed, the importance 
of continued and expanded funding of the 
GMC from membership dues and other 
sources becomes very clear. 
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Here's the 1977 Long Trail Patrol, or most of them anyway, gathered 
with the Patrol truck at the Smuggler's Notch ski dorm. They are much 
dryer and cleaner here than is often the case when at work on the 
Trail. 

Jeff Sanborn and Bob Crawford (right) 
inspect a stretch of puncheon just com
pleted over a muddy area on Morse Mt. 
It was constructed with peeled spruce logs 
like the one being flattened off with an 
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Annual Meeting Marred By Death And Resignation 
The Green Mountain Club's annual meeting 

came off as scheduled Memorial Day week
end but the event was marred by personal 
tragedy and marked by an announcement of 
the resignation of the Club's chief administrative 
officer. 

Like last year, the annual meeting was 
held at Keewaydin Camp on Lake Dunmore 
in Salisbury. About 164 GMC members and 
their families and guests turned out for part 
or all of the weekend, somewhat more than 
at the 1976 meeting. 

The tragedy was the death of Club member 
Barbara Vielle of West Millbury, Mass. in a 
canoeing accident on the lake (see box for 
details). The accident, which occurred 
Saturday afternoon , May 28, following the 
membership meeting, saddened members as 
word spread and, not surprisingly, dampened 
spirits at the Saturday evening banquet and 
program. 

The business meeting was moderated by 
president Ralph E. Bryant who, among other 
things. made three significant announcements: 
that the Vermont Legislature had appropriated 
.$10,000 to the GMC for each of the 1977-78 
and 1978-79 fiscal years for maintenance of 
the Long Trail system;* that he was ending 
his service as GMC president after two years 
in the post; and that Laurence (Larry) Van 
Meter was resigning as executive director, 
effective the first week in September. 

Ralph noted that at the time Larry was 
appointed in late November, 1975 he had 
indicated his intention lO serve for orily about 
two years. Now 27 , Larry will enter the 
School for American Craftsmen at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology at Rochester, 
N . Y. He nas enrolled in a four-year course 
on the design and construction ot furniture. 
Following graduation (with his sec<JTld bachelor's 
degree), he hopes to return to Vermont and 
establish his own business in that field. Larry 
is by no means ending his interest in hiking 
and the GMC; he recently was elected to the 
board of managers of the Appalachian Trail 
Conference as a New England representative. 
(As noted below, the board of directors set 
in motion steps to select Larry's replacement.) 

A key item dealt with at the meeting 
was action on a major revision of the Club's 
bylaws, work on which began some two years 
ago. While there was some discussion of the 
proposed bylaws which had appeared in the 
February, LTN, they were ultimately approved 
without change by the membership and are 

*The editor is eating a little crow - though 
happily. In the May L TN he had reported 
that no action had been taken at the 1977 
session of the Legislature regarding the 
GMC's recommendation for an appropriation. 
The funds appropriated, incidentaJly, will 
go directly ro the GMC for the Long Trail 
system and not to the state's Department 
of Forests, Parks and Recreation for main
tenance of trails on state lands as the Club 
had actually recommended. 
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now in effect (among other things, members 
of the Club's governing board are now 
directors, not trustees) . 

Most of the meeting was devoted to reports 
of Club officers and committees and by the 
GMC sections. Details of some of these are 
provided below or in separate reports_ The 
only other major floor action was the election 
of Newell Briggs as auditor by the general 
membership, and of Arthur Heitmann and 
Preston Brist0w, Jr. as at-large directors by 
the at-large membership. 

In their organizational meeting following 
the membership meeting, the Club's new 
board of directors elected the following 
officers: president, Joseph E. Frank; vice 
president Douglas A. James; treasurer, Ralph 
E. Bryant; and secretary, Ella J. Fritsch. 
The board also re-elected Joseph Sposta to 
a new three-year term as representative of 
the U.S. Forest Service. Joe Frank's first action 
as president was to pay tribute to his pre
decessor, Ralph Bryant; Joe's remarks 

Laurels For Larry 

When the Green Mountain Club found 
it necessary to have a full-time executive 
director, we were indeed fortunate to 
have had a large number of outstanding 
candidates for the job. However, one of 
them far outshone the rest. Larry's service 
to the GMC has been superb, he has 
met all our requirements, and his insight 
and ability to work with people have been 
exceptional. A successor will not be easy 
to find, but the work that Larry Van 
Meter has performed has paved the way 
for that person. I am glad that I was 
able to name him to the post and we 
in the GMC wish him the very best in 
the future. 

RALPH E. BRYANT, Past President 

sparked a standing round of applause for 
Ralph. The board then discussed and took 
action on several matters as noted below. 

While directors carried on their business 
into the afternoon, other GMC'ers were 
punming hiking and other activities (including 
the tragic canoeing trip). Seventy people 
attended the banquet served that night at the 
camp dining room. Guest speaker for the 
program which followed was Norman Noyes, 
forester with the Middlebury District of the 
U.S. Forest Service. With color slides as 
illustrations, Norman discussed the federally
funded Youth Conservation Corps and his 
supervision of a program involving several 
groups of young Vermonters who worked on 
various projects in the Green Mountain 
National Forest. The principal one he de
scribed was the construction in 1976 of the 
Robert Frost Memorial Trail off Vermont 
Rt. 125 in Ripton. 

On Sunday several GMC'ers visited that 
trail, another group hiked a stretch of the 

Long Trail and a third climbed Mt. Moosa
maloo (right aCTO&'i the road from Keewaydin), 
using various of a network of trails which 
are maintained by the camp. That night 
Hans Fritsch presented a program of movies, 
including several prize-winning wildlife films 
photographed in Sweden during the 1940's 
by Anne Sucksdorff. There were also several 
old - some would say antique! - cartoons. 

The annual meeting attendance broke 
down as follows: at-large members, 44, and 
section members: Bennington, 7; Bread 
Loaf, 9; Burlington, 32; Connecticut, 5; 
Jay, 2; Killington, 7; Montpelier, 9; New 
York, 10; Pioneer Valley, 13; St. Albans, 
6; Sterling, l; Worcester, 17; and U.S. 
Forest Service, 1 plus 1 guest. (That's a total 
of 172 which reduces to 164 actual persons 
because some GMC'ers belong to two or 
three sections!) 

The following are highlights of reports 
and actions at the membership meeting and 
subsequent board of directors meeting. 

Management Plan For LT; 
Trail Standards and Shelter Policy 

Larry Van Meter urged the board to develop 
and adopt a basic management plan for the 
Long Trail system. Noting that the Club 
has some "bits and pieces" of such a plan, 
Larry then presented two additional large 
"bits" for the board's consideration. 

One was his draft of a set of trail stan
dards for maintenance of the LT system, 
such draft having been requested by the board 
at its previous meeting. In a reference to 
the very detailed trail standards adopted by 
the GMC board in 1970, Larry notes in his 
Introduction that "This compilation of ... 
Standards is not a set of trail specifications. 
Rather than describing how to do or build 
various items, the standards seek only to 
describe, very briefly, when and what to do 
or build. The "how" can be addressed through 
es-;ential trailwork training sessions and through 
the publications and manuals of any of a 
number of organizations .... To describe the 
actual construction of waterbars, puncheon, 
etc. is not within the scope of these standards." 

He then proposes a basic trail maintenance 
philosophy and goes on to define specific 
policies and maintenance activities for various 
elements of trail upkeep, namely, brushing 
and clearing, blazing, signs, erosion and 
drainage control, relocations, and bridges, 
ladders and other structures (not including 
shelters, which are treated separately). 

Board members will review the proposed 
standards for action at a later meeting. Club 
me~bers are also invited to do so and may 
obtam a copy of the draft by contacting 
Larry at Club headquarters. 

The second "bit" was Larry's call for a 
policy regarding trail shelters. The present
day availability and practicality of lightweight 
tents and related gear for backpackers, Larry 
said, has made overnight shelters for hikers 
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far less important than was the c~e f?r the 
LT system's early years. He then md~c~ted 
that while shelters still do have some dIStmct 
advantages (concentrating hiker ca~p~ng 
activities in controllable areas and proVIdmg 
focal points for hiker education) .. they also 
have many disadvantages (maintenance, 
vandalism, attractions to non-hikers). He 
ended by recommending that shelters continue 
to be part of the LT system but with the 
understanding that each shelter be assessed 
from time to time for its suitability for 
continued use. Again, the board took his 
proposal under study. 

Stratton Management Plan 

Resolving a long-unresolved. ma~ter was 
the board's adoption of the basic philosophy 
and first-year capital construction program 
embodied in a newly-developed management 
plan for the Stratton Pond area of the LT 
system. The plan was prepared by Director 
H. Lee Allen, Jr. with help from Larry Van 
Meter and Preston Bristow, Jr. The 25-page 
report includes a basic description and history 

Death On Lake Dunmore 

A sudden storm came down Lake Dun
more as six GMC'ers were out canoeing 
Saturday afternoon following the annual 
membership meeting. The high wind and 
waves capsized one of the three canoes, 
a mishap which claimed the life of Barbara 
Vielle. Both she and her companion, Ann 
Garvin, were wearing life jackets when 
their craft went over. The other two 
canoes - one bearing Dot Myer and 
Ginny Yandow, the second, Carlene 
Whitcomb and Harrison Steyert - tried 
to return to rescue Ann and Barbara but 
the stormy conditions were too much for 
them. So they headed for shore, inter
cepting a motorboat on the way which 
set out to give aid. Other boats also sub
sequently converged on the overturned 
canoe to help recover Ann and Barbara. 
Both were taken to the Porter Hospital 
at Middlebury but Barbara had not sur
vived. Vermont State Police were at the 
scene and her death was subsequently 
ruled an accidental drowning by a state 
medical examiner. Ann was released 
following treatment at the hospital's 
emergency room (apparently two men in
volved in the rescue also received treat
ment). 

Barbara, 50 years old, was an active 
member of the GMC's Worcester Section. 
Among other things, she participated in 
many of the Section's family hikes and 
prepared refreshments for various functions 
during the recent two years that her 
husband, Lester, was president of the 
section. She also served as co-chairman 
with Lester on the 1975 GMC Intersectional 
Committee. Lester was at Keewaydin 
Camp when he received word of his wife's 
death. 

August, 1977 

of the area as a focal point for hiking and • 
camping; a review of use levels and current 
facilities; a management philosophy and 
specific management policies; and a detailed 
year-by-year, five-year action plan. 

The opening goal set forth in the now
approved philosophy is that "The Stratton 
area has the potential to serve as a model 
for heavy backcountry use with a minimum 
of environmental degradation in a primitive 
setting. The area should be managed . to 
fulfill this potential." Another is that "A 
variety of overnight facilities should be pro
vided." 

The action plan then prescribes treatment 
of existing shelters and tenting-campsites and 
the construction of new facilities of both 
kinds. The area's present capacity of approxi
mately 50 people (at three shelters and two 
tenting areas) is to be expanded to about 75 
people (at three shelters and several tenting 
areas, including one designated group camp
site). All would eventually be "environmentally 
sound" sites as required by the management 
philosophy. _ 

The Worcester Section, which maintains 
this part of the LT system and whose own 
proposal for certain Stratton area facilities 
had run into severe problems, reported that 
it was "99 per cent happy" with the new 
management plan. 

The first-year capital improvements pro
gram, involving $400 to $500 for matenals, 
calls for selection of a new shelter site (but 
not immediate construction), construction of 
six to eight tent platforms, two outhouses 
and one permanent fireplace , and preparation 
and installation of certain information signs, 
all of these at prescribed points, plus repairs 
and creosoting of Vondell Shelter. 

Finances 

After quipping that an apparent error in 
his printed report was "a good example of 
rounding off," outgoing Treasurer Granget 
Kammerer went on to note that "Today I 
can joke a little bit - last year I couldn't." 
He was referring to a reversal in the Club's 
financial condition over the past year from 
pretty dismal to quite promising. While 
expenditures for the fiscal year ending April 
30 ran about $2,000 over the budget, income 
exceeded budget expectatio~ by some $5,000. 
The latter resulted from a combination of a 
high-percentage renewal of at-large member
ships - despite an increase in dues, many 
donations by at-1.arge members in addition 
co dues (an appeal for these had been made), 
and other unsolicited donations above what 
the budget had anticipated. Granget, inci
dentally, received the last of outgoing President 
Ralph Bryant's "green pen" awards in tribute 
for his services as treasurer, and specifically 
because, as Ralph noted, "Everything is in 
the green instead of the red." 

Insurance 

Joe Frank, reporting for the Legal, Insurance 
and Endowment Committee, announced 

Hans and Ella Frilaeh, m-chainneo on arn~ll 
for the annual meeting; u 3«D at their campsite 
at Keewaydin. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

that he had been successful in getting the 
carrier of liability insurance on the main 
Club to extend coverage to those sections 
based in Vermont. Cost of the additional 
coverage is $315 and directors subsequently 
voted to pro rate the cost among the Vermont 
sections on a per capita basis . Some sections 
currently carry no liability coverage and for 
those that do, the cost of the coverage under 
the main Club's policy is expected to be 
significantly less than what the sections are 
paying for their independent coverage. The 
Club's insurance policy provides protection 
to the GMC membeni themselves, to the 
hiking public, and to the private landowners 
with whom the Club has licensing agreements 
for the Long Trail over their respective 
properties. The non-Vermont sections will 
continue to have to obtain their own liability 
coverage, as Joe has previously recommended. 

New Executive Director 

Procedures for selecting a successor to 
Larry Van Meter were approved by the 
board. It authorized President Joe Frank to 
appoint as the new executive director ~he 
candidate recommended by a select10n 
committee, such appointment subject to con
firmation by the board. The board then 
approved the following members of the 
selection committee proposed by Joe: Newell 
Briggs, chairman, Gardiner Lane, Ralph E. 
Bryant, Andrew Nuquist and Marion Holmes. 

Life Memberships 

The board approved a second way to 
become a life member of the Club in addition 
to the lump sum payment which has prevailed 
for many years (presently $200). Now any-

(Cont. on next page) 
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.. 
Making like Cleopatra in a curious hollow rock on Mt. Moosamaloo which was named by Keewaydin campers 
was Ann ReynoldS of Springfield. The occasion was a hike on the mountain by several GMC'ers attending 
the annual meeting. (Photo by Bob Hagerman) 

(Cont. from Page 9) 
body who has paid annual dues continuously 
for 30 years will not have to pay anything 
further to maintain his or her membership. 
That will be the case for both at-large 
members and members of sections, which 
have been paying the annual main Club 
assessment for their own life members. The 
board tabled any decision on possibly estab
lishing a special family assessment for the 
family membership classification which 
many sections have. 

ROBERT L. HAGERMAN, Editor 

GMC OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President: Joseph E. Frank, 31 Bilodeau 
Parkway, Burlington, VT 05401 

Vice President: Douglas James, 936 Gran
ville Rd., Westfield, MA 01085 

Treasurer: Ralph E. Bryant, 40 Nixon 
Road, Framingham, MA 01701 

Secretary: Ella J. Fritsch, Box 61, Whately, 
MA 01093 

Auditor: Newell A. Briggs, 8 West Hillcrest 
Rd., Essex Junction , VT 05452 

Executive Director: Laurence Van Meter, 
GMC, Box 94, Rutland, VT 05701 (re
signing as of September) 

DIRECTORS 

To May, 1978 
Earl Williams, RFD 1, North Adams, Mass. 

01247 (Pioneer Valley) 
James Guida, Battenkill Road, Arlington, 

Vt. 05250 (Bennington) 
Donald M. Wallace, c/o Mechanical Engi

neering Dept., Norwich University, North
field, Vt. 05663 (New York) 

Harry T. Peet, Jr., 107 Heron Road, East 
Hartford, CT 06118 (At Large) 

H. Lee Allen, Jr., 66 Jarvis Circle, Needham~ 
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MA 02192 (At Large) 
Roger Davis, RFD # 2, West Brattleboro, 

VT 05301 (Brattleboro) 
Ga.-diner Lane, Bolton Valley, Vt. 05477 

(Burlington) 

To May, 1979 
Ralph E. Bryant, 40 Nixon Rd., Framingham, 

MA 01701 (At Large) 
Madeline Miles, 22 Summit St., Burlington, 

Vt. 05401 (Burlington) 
Edward W. Arnold, 16 Woodside Circle, 

Simsbury, Conn. 06070 (Connecticut) 
Hans Fritsch, Box 61, Whately, Mass. 01093 

(At Large) 
Andrew Nuquist, 29 Bailey Ave., Montpelier, 

Vt. 05602 (Montpelier) 
Norman A. Rayner, 147 Pakachoag St., 

Auburn, MA 01501 (Worcester) 
Sherman Atwood, 124 East 17th St., 

Huntington Station, NY 11746 (New York) 
Elsie Washburn, 71 Court St., Middlebury, 

VT 05753 (Bread Loaf) 
Alan Mead, RD # 2, Fairfax, VT 05454 

(St. Albans) 
Rachel W. Charland, 26 South Main St., 

Rutland, VT 05701 (Killington) 
James E. Wilkinson, Jr., Agency of Environ

mental Conservation, Montpelier, VT 
05602 

To May, 1980 
Sally S. Spear, RFD #4, Winooski, VT 

05404 (Burlington) 
Lester Vielle, Box 29, South Oxford Rd., 

West Millbury, MA 01586 (Worcester) 
F. John Romeo, 39 Wyoming St., Commack, 

NY 11725 (New York) 
Kent H. Gladstone-Strobel, RFD #1 - Box 

22, Johnson, VT 05656 (Sterling) 
Arthur F. Heitmann, Callison Hill, Mont

pelier, VT 05602 (At Large) 

Joseph Sposta, U.S. Forest Service, Rutland, 
VT 05701 

Raymond Catozzi, 103 Bellevue Ave., Rut
land, VT 05701 (Killington) 

Michael Murphy, Newport Center, VT 
05857 Qay) 

Preston Bristow, Jr., c/o GMC, Box 94, 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Honorary Director 
Roy 0. Buchanan, 23 Hillcrest Rd. , 

Burlington, VT 05401 

The roster of Club committees will appear 
in the November L TN. 

OVERALL MEMBERSHIP DOWN, 
BUT SECTIONS ARE UP 

Overall GMC membership has reversed 
the spurt of growth reported last year, according 
to the 1977 official count which is about two 
per cent less than a year ago. The latest 
count also shows a reversal in the respective 
trends in counts for section and at-large 
membership . 

Those are the basic findings of the annual 
membership report presented at the Club's 
annual meeting by Marion Holmes. The 1977 
figures are actually a bit hard to compare 
to their 1976 counterparts because of the lack 
of reports from two sections in the former 
case, and certain adjustments made in the 
latter case. In any event, total membership 
for 1977 as of May 1 was 3,760 (the SL. 
Albans and Jay Sections did not submit re
ports of 1977 membership counts so their 1976 
figures of 64 and 25, respectively, were used 
as estimates for the current year). This com
pares to 3,830 for last year, a decrease of 
70 (that 3,830 is an adjusted total for 1976, 
compared to the original figure of 3,933). 

The 1977 total consists of 1,501 section 
members, an increase of 77 over last year 
(section membership decreased the previous 
year) and 2,259 at-large members, a decrease 
of 147* (compared to an increase the pre
vious year). The 1977 at-large membership 
includes 149 life members (an increase of 26) 
and 35 organization members (an increase 
of seven). 

As noted in the following roster, member
ship of seven sections increased, while that of 
three declined (no reports from Jay and St. 
Albans; Killington reported no change): 
Bennington, 55 ( + 13); Brattleboro, 26 ( + l); 
Bread Loaf, 62 ( + 29); Burlington, 370 ( + 36); 
Connecticut, 78 ( + 5); Montpelier, 28 ( + 14); 
New York, 444 ( - 13); Pioneer Valley, 76 
( - 9); Sterling, 51 ( + 10); and Worcester, 
121 ( - 9). 

*A decrease had appeared likely because of 
an increase in dues but it actually proved to 
be less than expected. 

THE CONSIDERATE HIKER ... 
... always uses an outhouse for toilet purposes 
when available; if not available, digs a hole 
well away from water sources and buries 
feces and urine. 
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SWEZEY NAME IS GONE 
BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

As the Club's Trails and Shelters Chair
man George Pearlstein noted in his recent 
annual report, the Swezey name has lost its 
lon~tanding identification with the Long 
Trail. George recommended its restoration 
"to a rightful place of honor" and the 
Brattleboro Section, with which members of 
the Swezey family have been especially as
sociated, is working to accomplish that end. 
Help came in various ways from the Swezeys, 
notably the late Christopher, Sr. and his son, 
Christopher, Jr. That help was recognized 
by the names given to two LT shelters: 
Swezey Camp, built by the Long Trail 
Patrol in 1935, and nearby Swezey Shelter, 
completed by the Brattleboro Section in 1956. 
However, in late 1973 the Section voted to 
change the name of the latter to the William 
B. Douglas Shelter to honor the man who 
had contributed much time and effort to 
i.ts planning and consnuction. The Swezey 
name remained, of course, with the camp. 
But now that is gone - razed and burned 
by the U.S. Forest Service early this year. 
"For some people," said Roger Davis, the 
Brattleboro Section's representative on the 
GMC's board of directors, "it was a disreputable 
structure - but it was near and dear to 
our ·hearts." Davis indicated the Section was 
well aware of the Swezey name's absence 
from the Trail. "We still appreciate very 
much what the Swezeys have done for us 
and the GMC. We're looking for some way 
to carry on the name." 

KILLINGTON HISTORY - Mrs. Madeline Fleming 
of York, Pa. provided the Club with this photo of 
two early shelters on Killington Mt., the round one 
of shecan~tal .construc~on . In doing so, she gave 
the folloWlllg utformauon: "The picture was iakeo 
about 1915 by Leo.oard Brown of Pennsylvania who 
was visiting his grandfather at Plymouth Eve o;mers 
at the time. He climbed Killington from the Wesl 
Bridgewater side at tlw time with an uncle, another 
time with Calvin Coolidge, Jr., [son of the Vennonter 
who became 30th President of the United States]." 
In a related vein, we carried in the LTN's of May, 
1974 and November, 1975 photos of Killington's 
Stone Hut, or Porky Lodge as it was also known. 
This was constructed in 1926 by the Killington 
Section, according to an article in the December, 1926 
L TN. The SIOne hut, which had a fireplace and bunks 
for eight, C08t the Section nearly $500 and was then 
the only one of its kind on the Long Trail (it was 
apparently built on or very near the site of the metal 
hut pictured here). Concluded the article, "The 
Killington Section is a live one." 

August, 1977 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

I am honored to have been elected presi
dent of the Green Mountain Club. At the 
same time, I recognize that the office carries 
heavy responsibilities. I shall do my best to 
lead the continuing efforts of our organization 
"to make the Vermont mountains play a 
larger part in the life of the people." 

Some of the immecliate tasks to which my 
anention is being directed include the hiring 
of a new executive director, reorganization 
of the Club office for our day-to·day financial 
operations, possible relocation of the Club 
office, committee appointments, and selection 
of the 197 8 annual meeting and lntersectional 
sites. Some or all of these tasks may be 
completed by the time this message appears 
in print. 

On behalf of the Club, I extend hearty 
congratulations to Laurence R. Van Meter 
and Harry T. Peet, Jr. Larry is concluding 
nearly two years of outstanding service as 
the first GMC executive director and will 
go back to school in the fall. He has been 
adept in all of the intricacies of trail 
management, including public relations. All 
of us will mis.s him, especially my two-and 
four-year-old daughters who are his most 
enthusiastic fans . Harry has just concluded 
the arduous volunteer task of editing the 
new 21st edition of the Guz"de Book of The 
Long Traz"l. He did a superb job. There are 
so many other persons who have been doing 
outstanding work in the activities of the Club 
during the past year that it is not practical 
to attempt to single out every one of them 
for proper acknowledgment of his or her 
contribution. 

I must close this message on a note of 
sadness. On behalf of the Club, I extend 
heartfelt sympathy to the family of Barbara 
M. Vielle and the Worcester Section because 
of Barbara's death during the 1977 Annual 
Meeting. Her devoted husband, Lester M. 
Vielle, was dutifully attending the meeting 
of the GMC board of directors in the after
noon of May 28, 1977, when she lost her 
life in a canoeing mishap that occurred during 
a su~den squall on Lake Dunmore. May she 
rest m peace. 

JOSEPH E. FRANK, President 

END OF THE TRAIL 

Marion Hardy, 86, of Shaftsbury and 
Bennington; died Feb. 22; farmer, orchardist 
and Bennington County's first salaried 4-H 
Club agent, Marion's many sparetime pursuits 
included longtime active membershii:J in the 
GMC; a charter ~nd-to-Ender in 1943, she 
had joined the Bennington Section in the 
l 920's and was its president and secretary 
at different times and its representative on 
the main Club's board of trustees for 12 
years. 

Ray Darrenougue, 78; died April 4; 
longtime, active member of the GMC's New 
York Section (see New York Section report 
for details). 

Recognition Corner 

PETER G. DABBS 

A cyclist, snowshoer and hiker, Peter G. 
Dabbs joined the Connecticut Section in 
1971. A member of the New Haven 
Hiking Club and the Connecticut Chap
ter of the Appalachian Mountain Club, 
Peter has hiked approximately one half 
of the Long Trail and many sections of 
the Appalachian Trail in Massachusetts 
and Maine. 

A native of New Haven, Peter graduated 
in 1969 from the University of Maine 
with a Bachelor of Science degree. He 
first worked several years as an industrial 
arts teacher in the Connecticut school 
system and, for the past three years, has 
been employed in the sale of power tools 
and electrical supplies in Madison, Conn. 
The father of a two-year-old son, Ethan, 
Peter is married to Linda Matthews 
Dabbs, a foreign language teacher. The 
Dabbs reside in 1Guilford. 

While serving as the Section's Vice 
President for Trails and Shelters, Peter 
was personally responsible for, or contri
but~d to, many construction and repair 
projects at both Caughnawaga and Kid 
Gore Shelters. He has also designed and 
made many trail signs, one of which has 
been selected as the standard for the LT 
by the U.S. Forest Service. 

After serving as Vice President for 
Activities for several years, the winter
camping enthusiast was elected President 
of the Connecticut Section last March. 
In addition to guiding the activities and 
administrative functions of the Section, 
Peter would like to encourage more use 
of the LT in winter by having an educa
tio~ program and field trips led by ex
penenced persons. He personally aspires 
to hike the entire LT using snowshoes, 
and is planning an annual winter trip 
to the Section's shelters beginning this 
coming winter. 

Section members wish Peter "all the 
best" as he assumes leadership of the 
Section in the year ahead. 

ANTHONY H. SHOOKUS for the 
Connecticut Section 
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Killington Intersectional Plans Include Full Schedule Of Activities 
Final plans for the 1977 Intersectional 

Aug. 27-Sept. 5 have been established by 
the host Killington Section. Arrangements are 
very much as reported in the May, L TN, 
with a review of these provided below. The 
major addition is the full schedule of activities, 
both day and night, which the section has 
now worked out. 

To insure accommodations are secured 
(shelters especially), prospective participants 
are asked to make reservations; see below for 
details. Arrangements can be made for 
arrivals Friday, Aug. 26, but advance notice 
must be given (see under Charges and Reser
vations for instructions). 

Site - Setting for this annual GMC get
together is the camp at Tamarack Notch in 

MORE WAYS WITH THE 
WHATSIT 

Assorted additional uses have been 
suggested for the Burlington Section's 
neckerchief, according to Dot Pirkanen, 
the section's chief product-tester, or at 
least suggestion-compiler. 

As reported in the May L TN, the 
neckerchief is the latest in the line of 
GMC haberdashery designed and produced 
by the section for fund-raising purposes. 
Cathy Frank, who heads up the project, 
reports that the initial run of 25 has been 
sold out. But she is accumulating back 
orders and, if enough come in, will have 
another run of the section's silk screen 
production line. 

The triangular-shaped, 100 per cent 
cotton neckerchief comes in beige, yellow, 
light blue and green with the GMC emblem 
imprinted in dark green. Cost is $2.00 
plus $.30 mai ling charge. Orders (with 
choice of base color) should be sent to 
Cathy at 31 Bilodeau Parkway, Burlington, 
VT 05401 but be prepared for a possible 
delay, per the above. Make checks payable 
to Burlington Section, CMC. 

Oh yes, those other uses for what the 
section has billed as "The Indispensable 
Whatsit." To the 30 uses previously 
mentioned, Dot reports the following 
additions: emer-gency diaper; apron; 
cleaning cloth for eyeglasses; holder for 
mud applied to a bee sting (a paste of 
baking soda is even better - Ed.); a 
leaf-filled pillow; and a treasure sack (the 
editor would very much like to hear of 
any instances of the last use). 

And there's also former GMC Treasurer 
Granget Kammerer's observation. In 
connection with the Club's much improved 
financial condition he wryly noted in ad
vance of the recent annual meeting that 
"the Burlington Section won't be able to 
sell any of their dooflickers [sic] as crying 
towels after the treasurer's report this 
year, as they might have last year." 
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beautiful Aitken State Forest in Mendon, 
near Rutland. 

Getting There - Tamarack Notch is a 
few miles out from the city of Rutland, 
from which it can be easily reached from 
either U.S. Rt . 4 or U.S. Rt. 7. From Rt. 
7 in Rutland tum east on Killington Ave. 
(opposite the south end of the Main Street 
Park between· Christ the King Church and a 
school). Proceed east 1. 9 miles to the end of 
Killington Ave. at Town Line Road, tum 
south (right) and continue 0. 7 miles to the 
next "Y" intersection (Notch Road) and take 
the left fork. Continue up the mountain 1.2 
miles until you come to another intersection. 
This time keep ri'ght (i.e. straight ahead) 
down a short hill. The camp gate is at the 
bottom - if you come to a sharp left turn 
in the road you have passed the gate! 

From Rt. 4 east of Rutland, tum onto 
Town Line Road at the blinker light (Leisure 
Lines store is on the southwest comer of this 
intersection). Proceed s0uth on Town Line 
Road past the intersection with Killington 
Ave. and follow the above instructions. Maps 
showing these approaches are available from 
the undersigned. 

Facilities - The camp itself is on a gravel 
flat a hundred feet above the Cold River. 
The elevation is 1,400 ft. so it is apt to be 
cool - bring plenty of warm clothing and 
sleeping bags. The camp has a main lodge 
where evening programs can be held and 
crafts building which is an open pavilion 
where the two weekend square dances will 
be held. The camp boasts a beautiful pool, 
ideal for children as it has sloping sides. 
Parents are expected to supervise their children 
in the pool at all times. Hopefully a pair 
of outdoor showers will be installed near the 
pool. 

Shelter accommodations are the following: 
one dormitory-style cabin with beds for about 
24, both inside and on the porch; five open 
cabins, each with beds for eight people; one 
semi-closed cabin with stove and running 
water which sleeps three or four (this is re
served for older campers). Reservations must 
be made for shelter space. For tenting there 
are numerous spaces in field or woods; 15 
sites have stone fireplaces. Nearby for some 
of these are two open shelters with picnic 
tables for eating meals under cover. There 
are no trailer hook-ups or dumping facilities 
and the pull up the hill of a trailer is a 
strain on your car but if you bring one, it 
can be parked in the field. 

What To Bring - Campers should bring 
their own food (refrigeration will be available 
but you need a labeled container or bag for 
your items), camping gear, stove (or reserve a 
fireplace), and utensils; the camp kitchen 
and equipment cannot be loaned out. A 
folding table and chairs will be helpful. 

Restrictions - Due to prior unhappy 
experiences the Intersectional Committee 
requests that no pets be brought to the 1977 

lntersectional. Wood fires will be restricted 
to existing fireplaces and camp circles. There 
is plenty of down wood for firewood; no 
trees may be cut. 

Activities - For day activities the Killington 
Section has arranged a fine selection of hikes, 
basically a choice every day of three of varying 
lengths (included are a couple of work trips, 
or as KS calls them, "trail restoration" trips). 
There are also a few visits to special points 
of interest in the area. Evening activities in
clude two square dances, a slide and picture 
show, a talk on "no-trace" camping, a travel 
talk, an auction (GMC'ers should bring or 
mail contributions for this), a skit night and 
talent show, a magic show and a final camp
fire and songfest. One special event will be a 
dinner Sunday night, Aug. 28, put on by 
members of the Tamarack Notch Aitken 
Forest Corp., the non-profit owner-operator 
of the Tamarack Notch Camp. The charge 
will be $3.00 for adults, $1.50 for children 
up to age 12, and 50 cents for toddlers. 
Reservations for the dinner must be made by 
Aug. 19. And on Saturday morning, Sept. 3, 
the Killington Section will put on a breakfast 
at $1.00 for adults, 75 cents for children 
up to age 12, and 50 cents for toddlers. 
Reservations are also requested for the 
breakfast. 

Activities schedules are available from an 
Intersectional coordinator for each section as 
well as from the undersigned at the address 
given below. 

Charges and Reservations - Charges this 
year will be $1. 50 per person per night or 
$10 for seven to ten nights. Family rate is 
$4.00 per night or $20 for five to nine nights. 
Reservation forms for overnight facilities, 
campsites, and the special dinner and break
fast are printed on the activities schedule 
mentioned above. Requests for these and 
inquiries for further information should be 
sent to the undersigned at 7 Curtis Ave., 
Rutland, VT 05701, Tel. 802-773-8621 until 
Aug. 7, and 802-773-6740 after that date. 
Reserve early and avoid disappointment. 
Come join us and have a marvelous time! 

JANET MARTIN, Chairman 
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