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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The combined Fall Trustees Meeting and Committee 
Workshop recently held at Rawsonville under ideal autumn 
conditions proved to be a most fruitful and stimulating 
weekend session, and the numerous suggestions that this 
type of gathering be held again in the near future certainly 
will not go unheeded. 

Taken individually, many of the actions and reco:11-
mendations emerging from this session perhaps were neither 
new nor startling. In fact, there is some merit to the con
structive criticism that we have yet to come to grips with 
certain aspects of GMC policy and planning-most notably 
a longer range outlook. Nevertheless much extremely val
uable ground was covered, and it was most encouraging to 
observe the determination and dedication with which the 
several committees and associated members met individually 
and in combination to define problems and goals, assess 
the facts and the alternatives, and present their recom
mendations for policy and action. 

While it is neither possible nor necessary to give a de
tailed report of everything which took place at Derry
brook-the highlights are reported elsewhere in this issue 
-this observer, for one, came away more convinced than 
ever that the Trustees, committees, and other club mem
bers have made firm and sincere commitments to improve 
the strength and vitality of the GMC, protect and improve 
the Long Trail system, and create a stronger and more 
meaningful role for both the Club and the Long Trail in 
the Vermont outdoor recreational field. 

Obviously, however, a weekend of discussion and self
analysis, no matter how enlightened or stimulating, can 
have little meaning unless there is strong follow-up action. 
The recommendations suggestions, opinions, criticisms, and 
the other valuable grist which came forth from Derrybrook 
are now being reviewed and analyzed. From this and other 
material, a strong, coordinated, and comprehensive pro
gram for the coming year will be presented to the Trustees 
for further consideration and approval in February. 

Equally obvious should be the conclusion that a format 
and a philosophy which worked so well at Derrybrook can 
also have a constructive and stimulating influence at the 
Sectional level. Like the main club, each Section has its 
challenges, problems, and aspirations. Like the main club, 
each Section also has or can find interested and capable 
people who will make the same or greater commitments 
than your Trustees and other key personnel have made. 
During the next few weeks or months when the outdoor 
hiking schedule is curtailed and when many Sections will 
be meeting and planning for a new year ahead, it might be 
both rewarding and stimulating for each Section to have its 
own Derrybrook to analyze its strengths and weaknesses, 
define its problems and goals, and take the necessary steps 
to create its own blueprint for a stronger and more mean
ingful Section program. 

GEORGE F. PF¥\RLSTEIN, President 

GARDINER LANE APPOINTED 

It is a pleasure to announce that Mr. Gardiner Lane has 
accepted appointment as Assistant to the President, ef
fective November 1. In this capacity, Gardiner will main
tain essential communications and liaison with appropriate 
state, Federal and private organizations, attend various 
hearings and conferences of interest to the club, and gen
erally provide essential information and background ma
terial pertaining to the numerous and varied matters of con
cern to the GMC. In addition to reporting his findings and 
recommendations to the President, Gardiner will also de
vote time to selected projects and other matters requiring 
special attention. 

A retired Vice President of the St. Regis Paper Com
pany, Gardiner now lives in Bolton Valley, Vermont, where 
he is now active in a number of town and local environ
mental affairs. He is an avid hiker, skier, and sailor. Gardi
ner has been a Member-at-Large for several years, has 
most recently served as a valued member of the GMC 
Publicity Committee, and on October 2 was elected to 
represent the Green Mountain Club on the Board of Direc
tors of the Vermont Natural Resources Council. 

Gardiner's many talents and abilities are matched only 
by his deep interest in the GMC and its future. We are 
most fortunate to obtain his services, and we look forward 
with much anticipation to a mutually satisfying relation
ship. 

GEORGE F. PEARLSTEIN, President 

1971 INTERSECTIONAL ATTENDANCE 

By Sections By States: 
Connecticut 37 Vermont 100 
New York 32 Massachusetts 53 
Pioneer Valley 30 Connecticut 50 
Burlington 28 New York 27 
Killington 24 New Jersey 20 
Montpelier 23 Pennsylvania 6 
Worcester 11 Maine 5 
Bennington 6 Ohio 2 
Brattleboro 5 Prov. of Que. 2 
Sterling 0 New Hampshire 1 
Members-at-Large 43 North Carolina 1 
Guests 29 Washington 1 

268 268 

WERE YOU THERE? 

See story on page 2. 
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1971 INTERSECTIONAL 

The 1971 Intersectional at Camp Ondawa, Sunderland, 
Vermont was well attended, with a total of 268 members 
and guests registered during the stay at camp. Despite some 
shortcomings in scheduling, the program provided campers 
with a wide range of activities, including several new fea
tures. 

Chairman Alan Mead and Shirley Strong plan hike schedules at 
lntersectional. 

During the nine day period there were 40 registered 
hikes, with a total of 3007 hiker/miles. Trips on the LONG 
TRAIL covered the trail from the Mass. Line to Vermont 
Route 140. 

Reody to go! 

A variety of shorter hikes included several trips up Mt. 
Equinox, Dorset Mt. and a trip to Haystack Mt. Our only 
End-to-End finisher this year was Dorothy Dunkle of the 
New York Section. 

On Sunday, August 29, a group of 113, including sev
eral Camp Najerog Alumni, hiked into Kid Gore shelter 
where an official dedication program was held. Our thanks 
to George Bragdon and Bob Gore for a fine program there. 

Bob Pramuck of the U.S.F.S. conducted an interesting 
group tour of the new Red Mill Campground at Woodford, 
pointing out special efforts taken to protect the area from 
misuse and also showed us some of the newer types of 
equipment installed here. Especially interesting was a new 
type of circular fireplace. 

CANOEING: Intersectional this year also included ca
noeing, with Bob Poole leading a group on the Somerset 
Reservoir and several others leading trips on the Battenkill 
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River. Some of the group canoed the 25 miles from Man
chester to Shushan, N.Y., passing under the picture post 
card West Arlington Covered Bridge. 

COMMUNITY MEALS: Community meals were a new 
feature this year and were attended by just about everyone 
from camp. "Bean Hole Bob" Vickstrom and his wife, 
Helen, did an outstanding job of filling the gang at a corn 
roast on Thursday night and a Bean Hole 'bean and ham' 
supper on Saturday night. 

For evening programs there were the traditional Square 
Dances, Campfire programs and slide shows. Other evening 
events included a thought provoking slide presentation 
"Man and His Environment" by Gary Hall and Roy Bu
chanan related humorously of what it was like "40 years 
ago" when the final links of the Long Trail were completed. 
Edna Kammerer, Hans Fritsch and Leonard Dailey, mem
bers-at-large, joined forces to bring us short lessons in na
ture study each evening which were most informative and 
enjoyable. Don Wallace presented a two part program and 
discussion on Hike Leadership and George Pearlstein pre
sented a program on Vermont's outlying mountains, most 
of which have trails. · 

Other new features of this year's camp-out were a self
guided map study course which was put together by Mason 
Ingram. This course, which took about an hour to study 
properly, brought out many interesting facts about the 
U.S.G.S. maps and their uses. Dick Metcalfe and Herb 
Ogden held a sign making workshop for us to learn first 
hand how those fine Long Trail signs are made. 

Thanks also to John Nuffort, Bob Humes, Terry Guilick, 
Janet Merrick, John Romeo and Sandy Morse for their 
leadership in the campfire and singing programs. 

And our thanks to all the many people who pitched in 
and helped with the small details that made things go 
more smoothly. 

It was fun! 
ALLAN R. MEAD, Chairman 
NEWELL BRIGGS 
BOB VICKSTROM 
LLOYD WEEKS 
RONALD BECK 

GUIDE BOOKS, AND 
A LESSON IN GEOGRAPHY 

In May, when our new 1971 Edition of the Guide Book 
rolled off the presses, Miss Hinchey had a total of 270 
back-order postal cards ready to mail to individual book 
purchasers, notifying them that the book was ready. 

Before mailing these cards, we took a tabulation, to see 
where those 270 books were going. Perhaps you will be 
quite surprised to learn that not just Vermonters and their 
neighbors were waiting for the new book! 

Our tabulation follows: 

New York 55 
Connecticut 42 
Massachusetts 37 
Vermont 36 
New Jersey 22 
Quebec 18 
Pennsylvania 12 
Ohio 7 
Illinois 6 
Michigan 5 
Ontario 4 
Rhode Island 3 
New Hampshire 3 

Maryland 
California 
Florida 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 
Maine 
Virginia 
North Carolina 
Georgia 
Iowa 
Colorado 
Oregon 
Nova Scotia 

3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

. 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

GUIDE BOOK COMMITTEE 
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NEW GMC OFFICE 

The move to our new office at 27-29 Center Street in 
Rutland took place late in August. With a Joan of the neces
sary desk and chairs from Doc Howard, we're set up for 
business there and welcome visitors. During the winter 
months, the office will be open in the afternoons only, from 
1 to 5 p.m. 

(Mailing address remains: P.O. Box 94, Rutland, Vt. 
05701) 

Over the years the Club's files have been passed among 
the officers and committee chairmen. Now, with an office, 
we have space for all our records and files. Members who 
have been storing records and other materials for the Club 
are urged to send or bring them into the office, or notify 
the office so arrangements can be made to have them 
picked up. 

All information will be welcomed!! The sorting and 
filing of all pertinent information will take place gradually, 
with a file index set up and carefully maintained. Historical 
material and pictures (identified if possible) are especially 
sought. A reference library will be set up also. 

The office will be an ideal fo:.:al point for all Club records 
and files. It will also serve as an excellent place for small 
committee meetings and already the Advisory Council has 
scheduled its meetings there. 

Note: There is a special need for a couple of 4-drawer 
letter sized files, a conference table, and some folding 
chairs. 

SHIRLEY STRONG RETURNS TO WASHINGTON 

Her many friends will be interested to know that Shirley 
has returned to Washington, D.C., to accept a job in the 
Legal Division of the National Wildlife Federation. We 
wish her well! 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

The Long Trail was a beehive of activity this season; 
eleven caretakers and four members of the Long Trail 
Patrol aided in the task of keeping things going. Many 
volunteers helped in the battle of carrying out dumps and 
improving outhouses and water supplies. Surveys were con
ducted regarding trail usage. Based on comments received; 
both written and verbal, the season went well. 

The Trail is being used more and more each year-it is 
so popular that problems are being created. The Trails and 
Shelters Committee is attempting to solve some of them 
but it needs the help of everyone. We will be faced every 
year with clearing, repairs, etc. The additional problems 
include how are we going to meet the demands of the in
creasing usage. The trail was never designed for the large 
camp groups and traffic we are experiencing. 

We are trying to alert camp groups and encourage them 
to limit their size, carry tenting and stoves. We believe that 
it might be necessary to provide specific tenting areas by 
our shelters. We encourage off trail camping areas near 
key attractions such as Camel's Hump etc. 

This winter will be spent in planning for next year. Pro
grams such as the Long Trail Patrol, caretakers, Adopt a 
Shelter will be studied for improvement. We will again 
have a Trails and Shelters two day workshop in the Spring 
for trails chairmen and other persons from each section. 

Suggestions for the sections include inventory of your 
trail and shelters as to needs. Sign making bees could be 
held during those long cold winter weekends. 

Our thanks to all who have helped make the 1971 sea
son a good one. 

November 1971 

DANE H. SHORTSLEEVE, Chairman 
Trails and Shelters Committee 

JOHN W. HIMMELBERGER 
THE END OF THE TRAIL 

A short note told the sad story: "While hiking on the 
Susquehannock Trail System with his wife Edna, on Sun
day, August 15, John Himmelberger collapsed and died of 
a heart attack." 

John was well known to many GMC'ers. Although liv
ing many miles from Vermont, near Allentown, Pennsyl
vania, John and Edna always managed to show up at our 
Intersectionals to renew acquaintances, make new friends, 
and hike with us. 

John became End-to-Ender No. 288 in 1968 (he used to 
refer to himself as "Two Gross"), and helped Edna to 
achieve her End-to-End goal the following year. 

But the Long Trail wasn't John's only love. He loved all 
trails. He had completed the Appalachian Trail from Geor
gia to Vermont. He attended the last triennial meeting of 
the Appalachian Trail onference in N rth Car Jina and 
did much hiking duril'lg that time wilh hi faith[u l hiking 
companion, Mauri Wintturi. 

John recently became active with the Susquehannock 
Trail Club in Pennsylvania, and spent much time working 
on their trail system. 

The Green Mountain Club, and the other or2anizations 
to which John belonged, have lost a valued hiker and a 
true friend-one full of enthusiasm for the trails, conserva
tion, and all aspects of preserving our trails and wilderness 
beauty for future hikers to en joy. 

But I suffer a special loss. Right after my 1969 heart 
attack, John gave me great encouragement! For John, too, 
had suffered an even more severe heart attack a number of 
years earlier. His first letter to me, while I was in the hos
pital, started with, "Welcome to the Cardiac Club!". He 
then went into great detail, with the admonition that, "I 
recuperated, and so can you." Believe me, his support was 
just what I needed when I wondered if I would again walk 
the Long Trail. 

John had many active years of hiking following his re
cuperation. But something happened on August 15th. What
ever happened, it happened on the trail where John would 
have wanted it to happen. 

However, let us rejoice for the years that John did hike 
with us. His contagious enthusiasm for our Long Trail and 
his unique personality will remain in our memories for 
many years. To Edna, his faithful hiking partner, we offer 
our sincere expressions of sympathy. 

BEN ROLSTON 

GMC-385 

Ralph E. Bryant, GMC member-at-large and Long Trail End-to-Ender 
No. 385, believes it pays to advertise! 
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CARETAKER PROGRAM 

Summer has drawn to a close once again with the pass
ing of Labor Day and slowly the caretaker program is 
grinding to a halt. Caretakers are heading back to college, 
or, with college behind them, are looking for employment. 
Two will be staying on at their respective lodges through 
September and into early October. 

The caretaker program by and large went very smoothly 
and was very successful in terms of work accomplished. 
Hiker-caretaker communication was especially good regard
ing open fires, cutting of firewood and camping (all re
stricted in state forest lands). Most hikers were quick to 
cooperate when such regulations were explained. 

In addition to the everyday chores (keeping lodge and 
surrounding area livable), all caretakers indulged in trail 
and shelter maintenance, packing out dumps, constructing 
outhouses, and acting as hosts to the thousands of hikers 
who passed through the shelters. Many thanks are extended 
to all caretakers on the Long Trail for an excellent per
formance. The awareness of and concern for the many 
problems threatening the Trail are most appreciated. 

Despite the inclement weather inflicted on Vermont by 
tropical storm Doria, a contingent of caretakers went to 
the opening weekend of Intersectional to report to the 
members. A second report was made to the trustees and 
main club officers describing the heavy use of the Long 
Trail this past summer and introducing a list of recom
mendations based on their observations. 

I would like to state that it has been a personal pleasure 
to work with each one of these caretakers. If any hikers 
have questions, comments, or criticisms concerning the 
caretaker program, we are most anxious to hear them. 
(Kenneth Boyd, 714112 Shelburne Rd., Burlington, Vt. 
05401) 

Special thanks: 
A very sincere thanks is extended to Vi and Lin Hayes 

of North Duxbury, Vt., who, out of the kindness of their 
hearts, drove the Camel's Hump caretakers into Water
bury and Stowe on a regular basis for supplies, mail and 
change of environment. Also, for an occasional change of 
food, with some fine meals being served by Mrs. Hayes. 
Their kindness was very much appreciated. Once again we 
say many, many thanks for everything. 

KENN BOYD 

LOST AND FOUND 

FOUND: A sleeping bag was found between Fay Fuller 
Camp and Willis Ross Camp. Caretakers at both 
camps were notified. Inquiries to be referred to: 
William G. Stoops, 720 E. Ivy Drive, Seaford, 
Del. 19973. 

LOST: A black ski jacket lined with red was lost on 
Smuggler's Notch on the Long Trail. If found 
please notify GMC, P.O. Box 94, Rutland, Vt. 
05701. 

LOST: A 6 mos. old part German Shepard pup named 
Isaac, tri-colored, whiskers, big curly tail. Lost 
about July 15 on the Long Trail between Sher
burne Pass and Mendon. He ran off with another 
dog who lives in the vicinity of the Long Trail 
Lodge. Please contact: Christine Andersen, The 
Common, Harvard, Mass. 01451. 

ATC-ADVANCE NOTICE 

The Nineteenth Meeting of the Appalachian Trail Con
ference hosted by the Appalachian Mountain Club, will 
be held June 16, 17, 18, 1972 at Plymouth State College, 
Plymouth, N.H. Plan ahead! 
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COMMUNICATION WITH NON-GMC MEMBERS 

The caretakers have told us. The trail registers have 
shown it. We have learned it ourselves while hiking the 
trail. What? Simply that the majority of persons hiking the 
Long Trail are not GMC members and are, for the most 
part, not tuned in to the philosophies of the Green Moun
tain Club and what we are trying to accomplish. This seems 
to be particularly true of youth groups but it is certainly 
also true of many adults. 

One way of reaching these people is by using a new tool 
the GMC has prepared entitled "Hiking in Yerr'.'ont." . hi 
is a packaged program of one hundred col r l1des wllh a 
!aped narration. Together they very explici.Lly tell the in
cxperi.enced or the unknowing what clothing and equip
ment to take on tbe Long Trail (including the suggestion 
of portable stoves), what a person will see and do on the 

ng Trai l the types o( personal enjoyment and experi
ence a person will have, and what the good hiking prac
lices are thal will help to protect the trail and make it pos
sible for others to enjoy. 

If we are rea lly eriou about our role as the leader of 
the hiking movement for Vermont then it seems to me 
that it is imperative that our leader hip must extend be
yond the confines of our membership. We mu t take the 
initiative to communicate with non-GMC members. We 
should contact the leaders of scout groups, youth camps, 
high school outing clubs , outdoor education classe ·, tc .• 
and sugge t to them that their member might be interested 
in seeing our ·lide program and that we would be happy 
to make the arrangements for them. H possible we shoultl 
event try lo provide a GM pokesman lo be lhere to in
troduce the program and answer questions. 

The extent that we are successful in reaching people 
with thi program depend entirely on the extent it is pro
moted locally on a face to face basi . News releases, flyers , 
or le((ers won't do it. Only YOU can do it by conrncting 
the righl people in your community. To help you in this 
effort the pub.l icity committee has an unlimited quantity of 
mimeographed sheets that give the basic facts about the 
program nd the mechanics of arrangement for a show
ing. 

The slides come packaged in a carousel reel ready for 
showing. The taped narration is available on either a reel
to-reel or a cassette. There is a one dollar fee to cover 
mailing and the user pays return mailing. 

To request flyers or make arrangements for a showing 
contact Doris Washburn, Box 67, East Montpelier, Ver
mont 05651 or phone area code 802, 476-4264. 

BACKPACKER TIPS 

R. P. T. Jutson, member-at-large, who also advocates 
the use of canned heat to get a meal hot with no fuss or 
mess, offers another tip re: equipment. With the upsurge 
in backpacking, many outfits sell light-weight equipment 
but the prices vary greatly. "As an outdoor writer I had 
samples of aluminum frame packs sent to me for illustra
tion purposes. Was I surprised when I found that a frame 
from one dealer sold for $8, whereas the same frame, bear
ing the same manufacturer's label, from another dealer 
sold for $23.95." GMCers might want to check out P & S 
Sales, P.O. Box 45095, 3818 S. 79 East Ave., Tulsa, Okla
homa, 74145. 
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BENNINGTON SECTION 

In May the Bennington Section cleared the trail with 
about fifteen members working. In July members of the 
Bennington Section joined with members of the Pioneer 
Valley Section for a trip from the top of the Taconic Ridge 
to North Pownal in the valley. Some members worked 
on the new trail from Harmon Hill and part way up Glas
tenberry, but were stopped by snow. Also there was a 
hearing with the County Environmental Committee re: 
relocation of the trail. 

MARION HARDY, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

Highlight of the Burlington section summer activities 
was the eleven day trip to Maine which included climbing 
North and South Brother, Mt. Katahdin and eight other 
peaks over 4000 feet. Forty-six GMC'ers participated. A 
storm with 50-60 mph winds generated some excitement 
when it caught six people on the top of Saddleback and 
upset the tents and canopies at base camp. 

If some GMC'ers have an extra glint in their eyes, per
haps the following statistics explain it. Madeline Miles has 
completed the Long Trail; Ruth and Newell Briggs, Marion 
Holmes and Fred Smith have climbed all New England 
peaks over 4000 feet; Amanda Smith (age 10) has climbed 
all New Hampshire peaks over 4000 feet; and Ruth and 
Newell Briggs have climbed all Adirondack peaks over 
4600 feet. 

The Long Trail from Smuggler's Notch to Jonesville re
ceived use of record proportions this summer. Examples of 
this heavy use are reflected by the 1300 plus overnight 
guests at Taft Lodge and the 900 plus guests at Butler 
Lodge. To help safeguard higher elevations in the future, 
a study of Mt. Mansfield and its users was carried out this 
summer by the conservation committee. Statistics gathered 
by many volunteers will be compiled this winter. Current 
.efforts to preserve natural areas include the caretaker pro
gram, which Kenn Boyd reports was "highly successful," 
and the continuing work of the trails committee. Six lad
ders (three wood, three aluminum) and a bridge were re
cently installed on the Long Trail. 

SALLY S. SPEAR, Reporter 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

The Connecticut Section has been out on the trail this 
summer after finishing Kid Gore Shelter well ahead of 
schedule. The shelter was officially dedicated during the In
tersectional. Our shelter is distinctive in that not many shel
ters these days are real log shelters. Also, few shelters fea
ture bunks and a table. We think that even with this new 
shelter, the overnight congestion in this area must be 
further dealt with. We may be experimenting with tent 
platforms as a solution to the heavy use in our section. 

Our section of trail is in quite good condition, with some 
new signs though there are wet areas. Now and then this 
summer, Connecticut Section members have been helping 
to maintain the Blue Dot system of trails in Connecticut. 

We are looking forward to a good season of winter hik
ing, snowshoeing, and skiing-The Connecticut Section 
never moves indoors. 

RON BECK, Reporter 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

Killington Section members may purchase at 50 cents 
each, the "Killington Section" strip that goes above the 
regular GMC patch, contact W. C. Scott or W. Weston, 
Rutland, Vt. 05701. 

From all appearances, removing the front from Claren
don Lodge has somewhat solved the problem of vandalism 
and squatters. Recent inspection finds the place reason-

November 1971 

ably clean and in one piece. Even the anecdotes and what
not in the register book have improved both in cleanliness 
and context!! 

Our section adopted a caretaker to serve Tamarack, 
Cooper and Pic0, r0r lhe sea on, with K. . an~ the main 
club sharing the cost. H e may al o charge overn1te fee of 
75¢ per person, 50¢ (or a GMC member (who can show 
a paid-up membership ca rd) 35¢ for scouts, campers,_ etc. 
under adult supervision. Poster down below advise hikers 
of the new arrangement. We hope tha t th is new arrange
ment will cu t down oa vandalism, abet the new NO DUMP 
program, check on the exact nature of trail traffic and keep 
shelters in better repair. 

The area about the old Tucker Camp was completely 
ol.eaned up in Aug. by a force of over 60 campers and 
1.:ounscl r from the surrounding area along with GMC 
help. A ll Lrash of severa l year acc umula tion was carted 
out so that all remai ns is the a he which in lime to come 
Mother Nature will cover up. 

About a dozen or so people from K. Section attended 
the Intersectional at Bennington, where the dickens was 
everybody? 

Work has been done recently at the Swinging Bridge in 
Clarendon to prevent more erosion at the north end. 

KA THY HA YES, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

Several members of the club spent the 4th of July camp
ing nt Forked Lnke in the Adirondack . Canoeing to their 
campsites and to other places on the lake prov ided a wel
come change rom the trnditional noisy celebration of the 
4th. A large group o.f hikers came out for each of the Long 
Trail trips. Tn July we hiked from Brandon Ga p to Middle
bury Gap and in August, from Vl. 242 over Jay Peak to 
Vt. 105, the Jay-Richford Highway. 

Again in August, we had a supper outing at Crystal 
Lake in Barton, and climbed nearby Wheeler Mountain, 
22 people attended. Later on a chili supper at Barrow 
Camp was cheduled and 31 people turned Olli. These type 
of outings are specifically planned with moderately short 
and ea y hikes o that families with young children can 
participate also. 

A couple of trips were cancelled because of poor 
weather conditions. A hike up Mt. Worcester was held in 
August, and the clear weather at the end of September pro
vided members with a beautiful day for a hike on the 
Crawford Path in New Hampshire. 

CHARLOTTE LANGER, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
A nice contribution from Ira T. Ellis, Jr. 

This report is about some of my thoughts while Ver
mont Trails and Shelters Chairman for the New York 
Section. It includes Robert Fugate, who until this fall was 
not even a member of the GMC. It also includes Barbara 
and Cal Williams, P and M Crazy Horse, Scouts and Scout 
Leaders, and the Peoples Path Patrol. 

It always amazes me how most of the people I have met 
are extremely cooperative and helpful. For instance, Robert 
gave up a week of his summer job, without pay, to help 
me clear the New York Section trails this summer. Barbara 
and Cal have adopted Birch Glen shelter, and have made 
numerous visits, packing out the dump, and keeping the 
shelter in excellent condition. Several other groups have 
done needed work as they hiked along, such as removing 
small blowdowns and building water spouts. To all of these 
the New York Section, and I, say Thank You. 

On the other hand, I met two boys from Michigan, I 
think, who, after taking a quick look at the guide book, 
assumed they could easily hike 18 miles a day. They had 
done some hiking in New Mexico, and they felt Vermont 
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would be about the same. Needless to say, they couldn't 
make it, and as a result had to shorten their trip. 

There is also the group from an unnamed c'hool outing 
club, whom Don Wallace caught c;uving their initials in 
the roof of one of our helters, while their leader watched. 
To these people I say, please hike somewhere else. 

My only conclusion is like everywhere else, you meet 
all kinds of people on the Long Trail. 

EDNA ROHRBAUGH, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Our members spent a number of days on the trail this 
spring and summer preparing for the summer's traffic and 
the Intersectional activities. The time was well spent, as 
the registers show our portion of trail has been unusually 
heavily traveled this year. 

Two recent additions are the fireplace at the newly re
located Seth Warner shelter, for which we must thank 
Mason Ingram, and the register on the blue trail to Seth 
Warner. 

Two recent deletions are the dumps at Seth Warner and 
Congdon Camp. We are pleased to report that the "no 
dump" policy, initiated this year, has been quite successful. 
Barrels near the trail are located at Vermont Rt. 9, County 
Road, the jeep road at mi. 2.6, and at Massachusetts Ave
nue in Blackington. 

As in past years, a work party is planned in early No
vember to bring in wood to the shelters before the snows 
fall. This practice helps to eliminate the search for wood 
with three feet of snow on the ground and also preserves 
the nearby living trees. To discourage over-zealous usage 
of the wood supply at Congdon Camp, the wood is usually 
cut in lengths too great to fit in the stove without using the 
resident bow saw and one's own packed-in-elbowgrease. 

With the coming of winter, we are looking forward to 
a number of snowshoe hikes in Massachusetts, Connecti
cut, and, of course, Vermont. Our hikes (and especially 
work parties!) are open to all-contact Dot Knight at 152 
Lucerne Rd. , Springfield, Mass. (tel. 413-783-6052) for de
tails. 

DOUGLAS and BARBARA JAMES, Reporters 

STERLING SECTION 

Sterling Section has held several hikes during the summer 
including trips to Camel's Hump and Cantilever Rock on 
Mt. Mansfield. Three fall outings are planned including a 
wind-up work trip to Whiteface Lodge where a key project 
will be the replacement of the present wire "floor" with a 
creosoted board floor. 

BOB HAGERMAN, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

The members of this section had loads of fun at the 
many activities this autumn. FRED ELDRIDGE Jed a 
hike through the foothills of Massachusetts in Brimfield 
State Forest, and he and DICK METCALF of Pioneer 
Valley led a hike on a section of the Metacomet Trail in 
the vicinity of Mount Grace. MIKE SWJSZCZ led a hike 
through the backwoods of Barre, Mass. and 24 members 
and guests accompanied him. Apparently everyone had a 
good time on a beautiful fall day. 

The highpoint of the season was our Annual Meeting 
and Smorgasbord. A slate of officers was installed, which 
will be mentioned in a later bulletin, but special thanks go 
to the officers of this past year: BOB HUMES, President; 
MIKE SWISZCZ, Vice-President; DOT FORSBERG, Sec
retary; and MARION EL VIDGE, Treasurer. It was an 
enjoyable and prosperous year. 

Of special note during this fall season was the marriage 
of our President, BOB HUMES to one of our club mem
bers, ANNE FOSTER. Congratulations and best wishes 
to BOB and ANNE! 

MIKE SWISZCZ, Reporter 
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BYRON RUSSELL AND THE BEAR 
A MT. MANSFIELD TALE 

Do you know where Luce Hill is? Well, I don't either. 
But in the valley south of it, Byron Russell was born in 
1821. The name of the valley was Nebraska and I guess it 
still is. Here Byron lived and when he was twenty- even 
took part in a bear hunl wi1h his brother Charle , loo 
Warren and John Fairbank all about the same age. With 
upplie for two day they had between them a "narrow" 

axe an old smoothbore rifle, a "three dollar gun," a Spring
field and a cowardly dog. 

Off they went and walked a ll nighl westward through 
ebrnska otch. Byron knew the country like 1he back 

o hi hand . By morning lhey had circled around. Corning 
back through Sn1uggler's Notch, Byron decided he was 
tired and further decided he was going home. So he did. 
He started off toward the Chin and hadn't gone 40 yards 
when he flushed two bears. He had the axe which wasn't 
much good at long distance. He yelled. His companions, 
1ill within hearing di tance, came a-ru.nning with the dog 

between their legs. Byron gave them the news. They de
cided to lunch. Don' t a k "why'?" . This is the way the 
story goes. 

After lunch they took after the bears which had had a 
good start. Finding a track they followed it. The dog made 
sure of no attack from behind. On and on they followed, 
over brush, swamp, logs and snow drifts toward West Cam
bridge. Suddenly the tracks disappeared. They simply van
ished. Fairly evenly spaced through mile after mile, the 
tracks just came to a dead end, explanation or no ex
planation. 

Now these boys had been out before. They knew such 
thing ju t don't happ n. So harles, Elon and John began 
to circle. . hey circled and they circled. The d g circled 
coo. betweeo their legs. They got addled. The d g g t ad
dled. Dizzy with pot in their eyes, they hearu a voice 
from a great di. lance. Faintly it reached them, coming 
over bro h, swamp, logs,. now drifts and through 1he black 
spruce. A bobcat watching their antics from the crotch of 
a messy hemlock, cocked one ear and turned his head. It 
was Byron calling. 

Crashing through the underbru ·h they found Byron. He 
had gone back, way back, on their trail. Not for nothing 
had Byron been raised in the e mountains. They found him 
way back where the track kirted a cliff screened by some 
bushes. He was off the track at the foot of the cliff point
ing to tracks heading into the woods. 

"Them b'ars," Byron said, "have backtracked. B'ars'll 
do that. They stopped dead, then walked back'ards, stepping 
in their own tracks, till they came to this ledge. Then they 
jumped sideways over the ledge an' jes' walked off." 

VICTOR H. JOHNSON, GMC Historian 

For the rest of the tale, see the June 1944 issue of AP
P ALA CHIA. The above is an adaptation based on a separ
ate reprint by Liew Evans, MOUNT MANSFIELD, CAP
STONE OF VERMONT, in the Green Mountain Club 
historical files. 

NEW AMC MAINE MOUNTAIN GUIDE 

The third edition of the AMC Maine Mountain Guide 
includes a total of 312 pages (86 more than the 1968 edi
tion), 5 pocket and 2 page maps. This 1971 edition includes 
much new material on the many mountains of Maine, as 
well as extensive revision of previous data. The Baxter 
State Park-Katahdin area is covered in great detail, as is 
trail-rich Mount Desert Island. It is available from the Ap
palachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass. 02108 
at a cost of five dollars. 

The Long Trail News 



TOPOGRAPHIC MAP COVERAGE OF THE LONG TRAIL 

The following listing has been prepared for hikers who 
are interested in available topographic map coverage of 
the Long Trail system. Vermont maps come in two scales. 
The older and more common 15 minute series is published 
in a scale of one inch to a mile. Coverage of the Long 
Trail system in this series is virtually complete. The only 
exceptions are the Rutland Quadrangle, now out of print 
but possibly still available from some outlets, and the three 
mile section between Massachusetts and Seth Warner Shel
ter. 

The newer 71h minute series, published at a scale of 
one inch to 2000 feet, is gradually replacing some of the 
older J 5 minute maps. Four of these 7 1h minute maps 
cover the same territory shown on a 15 minute map, but 
it should be noted that the ratio between scales is not two 
to one- the 71/2 minute map uses a somewhat larger sheet 
than a 15 minute map. As the listing indicates, 7 1/2 minute 
coverage for the Long Trail system is still limited , with only 
about four areas being thus shown. 

Where both series are available for a given area, the 
choice of scale is largely a matter of personal preference. 
The newer maps have been prepared using aerial photos 
and more sophisticated mapping techniques; hence such 
things as elevations, topography, and visible detail tend 
to be more accurately established than is the case for the 
older maps. At the same time, though, the newer maps 
sometimes contain glaring errors of omission or commis
sion which older maps, with their reliance on extensive 
ground reconnaisance, managed to avoid. 

It should be pointed out that any map represents a given 
area as it appeared at a fixed point in time but that man's 
"progress" in bringing about changes, additions, and de
letions to his culture and his environment is far from static. 
This is particularly true of the Long Trail system, where 
shelters have come and gone or where the location of the 
trail has changed from time to time. 

In this listing of topographic map coverage of the Long 
Trail, quadrangles are listed from south to north. Starred 
items denote 71/z minute series maps; all others are in the 
15 minute series. Although a detailed analysis of each map 
is beyond the scope of this presentation, brief comments 
are made to indicate the relative accuracy of trail location. 
*Williamstown, Mass. (1944-1960): From Williamstown 

and Blackinton to a short distance north of the Massachu
setts border. Adequate coverage except the AT route 
south of Pine Cobble is now abandoned due to reloca
tion via Sherman Brook. 

Bennington (1959): From south of Seth Warner Shelter to 
north of Glastenbury Mt. Extensive trail relocations since 
J 967, replacement of Seth Warner Camp by Seth War
ner Shelter, and construction of Congdon Camp on the 
new route have obsoleted most of the routing shown 
south of Harmon Hill. Accuracy north of Route 9 is 
acceptable to good, but note that a relocation now in 
process will eventually result in abandonment of most 
of this routing as well. 

*Pownal (1954); *Stamford (1954), *Bennington (1954), 
*Woodford (1954): These maps were used to compile the 
15 minute Bennington Quadrangle listed above, and pre
vious comments therefore apply. 

Equinox (1894): From north of Glastenbury Mt. to north 
of Story Spring Shelter; from Bourn Pond to vicinity of 
Prospect Rock . This map predates the Long Trail by 
several years, and trails and shelters therefore are not 
shown. 

Londonderry (1957): From north of Story Spring Shelter to 
Stratton Pond, including Alternate Stratton Mountain 
route; from Stratton Pond to north of Big Bromley ex
cept for small area west of Bourn Pond and north of 
Prospect Rock (See Equinox Quadrangle for these omis
sions). Accuracy acceptable to good except trail shown 
on wrong woods road south of Swezey Camp. Swezey 
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Shelter and three shelters at Stratton Pond not shown. 
Wallingford (1955): From north of Big Bromley to vicinity 

of Sunnyside Shelter. Trail routing incorrect from Peru 
Peak to Griffith Lake. Relocation via Baker Peak and 
Big Branch to USFS 10 not shown. No shelters shown. 
Routing is otherwi e adequately indicated. 

Rutland (1891): From vicinity of Sunny ide Shelter 1 
vicinity of North Pond. his map predates the birth 
of the Long Trail by many year and trails and shelter 
are therefore not shown. Although now out f print, 
this map may still be available in places. 

*Rutland (1961): From north of Sunnyside Camp to near 
Lower Cold River Road. Accuracy fair to poor. Loca
tion incorrect (too far south) in vicinity of Clarendon 
Lodge and other location errors noted as well . 

*Killington (1961): From vicinity of Lower old River 
Road to north of Killington Peak. Trail location inex
cusably inaccurate, e pecially between Upper old River 
Road and a point some distance north of Governor Cle
ment Shelter and between Little Killington and a point 
north of Cooper Lodge. No shelters shown by name 
although symbols are there. 

':'Pico Peak (1961): From north of Killington Peak to South 
(Noyes) Pond. Relocation via east slope of Deer Leap to 
Willard Gap not shown. Routing between Willard Gap 
and Chittenden-Pittsfield Road is much too far east of 
ridge. Routing is also incorrect much of the distance 
north of the old road. No shelters are shown. 

*Chittenden (1961): From Noyes Pond to vicinity of North 
Pond. Location is generally correct enough for most 
purposes. 

Rochester (1915): From near North Pond to north of 
Battell Mt. It is interesting to note the trail is designated 
as the Green Mountain Club Trail and that the route 
carefully avoided many of the summits now traversed. 
Although probably correct at the time of publication, 
the routing now is woefully obsolete and of extremely 
limited value. 

Lincoln Mountain (1919): From north of Battell Mt. to 
North of Huntington Gap. Except for minor changes 
between Mt. Grant and Lincoln Gap, routing is basically 
correct. Battell Lodge and Battell Shelter, however, have 
long since been supplanted by newer shelters. 

Camels Hump (1948): From north of Huntington Gap to 
north of Taylor Lodge. Relocation from Gorham Lodge 
to Bolton Lodge not shown. Gorham Lodge in wrong 
location. Trail from vicinity of Mt. Clark to vicinity of 
Taylor Lodge not correctly shown. Several errors in 
Camels Hump side trail locations. Basic accuracy is 
otherwise acceptable for most purposes. 

*Huntington (1948), *Waterbury (1948), *Bolton Mt. 
(1948): These maps have the same base as the 15 minute 
Camels Hump map and all preceding comments apply. 

Mt. Mansfield (1948): From near Taylor Lodge to Morse 
Mt. Routing inaccurately shown between Taft Lodge 
and Route 108 South and from summit of Smugglers 
Notch to Sterling Pond. Numerous other inaccuracies 
but not enough to create problems. Only selected side 
trails shown with accuracy ranging from good to poor. 
Upper end of Butler Lodge Trail and lodge location 
grossly in error. 

*Underhill (1948), *Mt. Mansfield (1948): These maps use 
the same base as the 15 minute Mansfield map and share 
its merits and failings. 

Hyde Park (1927-1953): From near Morse Mt. to Ritter
bush Pond. Basic accuracy is good, but Moulds Lodge 
and White Face Lodge are long since memories. 

Jay Peak (1953): From Ritterbush Pond to Route 105. 
Basic accuracy is good-it even shows Buchanan Mt. 

Irasburg (1953): From Route 105 to Canada plus scattered 
fragments between Domey's Dome and Route 242 just 
missed by the Jay Peak map. Accuracy a bit askew 
north of Route 105. 
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OUT ON THE TRAIL 
OR 

A REPORT AT POST 592 

During the many years of our End-to-End prowam, a 
few on-the-Trail certificates have been awarded, JUSt as 
the lucky End-to-Ender walked across the finish line. Their 
End-to-End reports were submitted to our Committee at a 
later date. 

But on August 22nd, the reverse happened, for the first 
lime. For the deta ils, read on. . . . . 

Anhur . ouglas, Jr., lefl Route 105 that morn mg ac
companied by hi · wife Jeann ie, and his l.wo chil? re~ (the 
falter three are aspiring End-to- - nders, too) . Dcsu~1 <1;t1 on-· 
Post 592. At the same time, the Rolstons were h1kmg up 
to Post 592 from Journey's End Ca mp to mee t them. 

Twenty minutes after we a rrived, \\:c heard the _Dou.glas 
family approaching. Amid everyone , cheers, v1ctonous 
Art reached Post 592 and became our 429th End-to-Ender. 
Then, something unusual happened-Art reached into his 
pack and presented Rolston (a member of the End-to-End 
Committee) with his End-to-End report! 

Art's report, in addition to its uncanny promptness, was 
different from any ever seen. A 5 x 8V2 post-bound book, 
with hard cover and card-stock pages, elegantly hand-let
tered, with a superb color photograph facing e".ery yage. 
Hand-lettered, Art said, because he did the Trail without 
mechanization and would not mechanize his report with 
the use of a typewriter. 

Entitled, "Reflections of a Long Walk," its pages merit 
the space required to print them here. 1:he first ~age was 
an Introduction, and the last page an Ep1tomy which sum
marized his Long Trail hikes. The color photos included 
views, shelters, a waterfall, a .spider web, ~owers and fe~ns, 
and at the end a self-portrait taken at mght by the light 
of a candle. The thoughts presented on each page are 
herewith reproduced for your reflections: 

"Start anywhere-beginning, end, or in between; and 
you are going somewhere, doing something you've never 
done before, and can never do again. 

"How could He have known my favorite color would 
be green? 

"An animated pincushion disturbs my sleep, and I 
watch in cautious amusement-the prosaic porcupine, 
whose appetite rules his life. 

"Did you ever wonder if a tree felt pride; or does it 
just live, grow beautiful, and die? 

"Last night I slept with wilderness by my side; and 
when I woke I realized there is no wrong-side-of-the-bed 
outside. 

"I'm at home here; oh, I've seen the jungle, worked in 
the field, walked a desert, and lived on the sea; but of all 
the exotic places I visit for awhile-I'm at home here. 

"Everyone walks in the rain sometime-don't you wish 
you dared to walk along in your underwear? 

"It's close now-just a few more steps and the cool 
bubbling sound becomes a brook, spilling gently over pol
ished stones, set into steep banks of lush moss and scattered 
wildflowers. Sit, refresh yourself, and wait a little while; 
remember as you go to say, "Goodbye." 

"This morning my alarm clock wore a mantle of 
feathers; the wind and sky bore the news while fragrance 
of coffee mingled with wood smoke. My world whispered, 
murmured, rippled, sighed, accepting me, in peace. 

"Here in man-animal's inherent nature have I been re
minded of my limitations and capacities. 

"Have you ever woke up in a cloud? The walls of your 
world are but yards away, mystical, shapeless white; a 
dream substance you can sense but not touch, and the 
bright greens of yesterday are faint shadows in the near 
distance. 

"I had climbed the mountain and claimed it mine; un
til I realized-the mountain had me firmly embraced, for
ever. 

"L's twilight; the forest is cool, and full of hush; a per
iod of quiet retreat to places of security, for the nocturnal 
hunters will soon be here. 

"Small, delicate, dashing and bold; color my world with 
wildflowers and butterflies that wander aimlessly over the 
strong stone. Silent, chromatic, vivid hues of wilderness. 

"I've come to the woods, not so much to escape a 
world of attitudes or pretended insights, but rather to find 
a purpose, a reason for life, for living-without the multi
tude of man's distractions." 

BEN ROLSTON 
End-to-End Committee 

SKI TOURING 1971-72 

This season the Ski Touring Council has scheduled over 
100 Ski Touring Trips and Workshops in the states of Ver
mont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania. All tours are graded 
for novices, intermediates and experts and are led by ex
pert ski tourers, ski mountaineers, or ski patrolmen-all 
volunteers. The thirty workshops are to be held over week
ends where all the elements of ski touring are taught and 
demonstrated. They will be of special interest to beginners. 
All the events offered by the Ski Touring Council, a non
commercial membership committee, are open to all and 
free of charge. The areas hosting the workshops charge 
a registration fee of $1.00-$3.00 per person or family. The 
final schedule can be obtained from R. Mattisich, Presi
dent, Ski Touring Council, Troy, Vermont 05868. Please 
enclose $1.50 to cover printing and mailing. 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS 
AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933. AND JULY 2, 
1946 (TITLES 39, UNITED STATES CODE, Section 233) SHOW· 
ING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATON 
OF 

THE LONG TRAIL NEWS, published 4 times a year at Rutland, Ver
mont, for November 1970. 

1. The names and addresses of the pub1isher, editor, managing editor, 
and business manager are: Publisher, THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, 
INC. Rutland, Vt., Editor, Margaret M. Pons, Rutherford, N.J.; Manag
ing Ectitor, none; Business Manager, H. Minerva Hinchey, Rutland, Vt. 

2. The owner is: (if owned by a corporation, its name and address 
must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names and addresses 
of stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more total amount of 
stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names and addresses of the 
individual owners must be given. If owned by a partnership, or other un
incorporated firm, its name and address, as well as that of each indi
vidual member must be given.) THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC., 
RUTLAND, VT. President, George F. Pearlstein, West Pawlet, Vt.; Trea
surer, Granget Kammerer, Hempstead, N.Y. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, 
or securities are: (if there are none, so state.) NONE. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee or any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom 
such trustee is acting: also the statements in the two paragraphs show 
the affiant's full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and condi
tion under which stockholders and security holders who do not appear 
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a 
capacity other than that of a bonafide owner. 

S. The average number of copies of each issue of this publication sold 
or distributed through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during 
the 12 months preceding the date shown above was: (This information is 
required from daily, weekly, semi-weekly and tri-weekly newspapers only.) 
2247 quarterly to members only. 

H. MINERVA HINCHEY 
(Business Manager) 


