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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Spring is here again! A new season for our Club is 

here again too. Once again our trails and shelters will 
provide enjoyment for walkers and hikers-probably 
more of them than ever before. 

Our Annual Meeting on May 28th is the time for 
doing the Club's business of the year. It is also one of 
our two get-togethers of the summer. The details are 
printed in the next column. The meeting this year 
will have two unusual features though in addition to 
the things we do every year. 

The first is that a new Section of our Club will be 
installed. The last time that we installed one was 
eleven years ago when we installed the Montpelier 
Section. The new one this time is to be called the 
Pioneer Valley Section. 

The second unusual thing is that the new edition 
of the Long Trail Guide Book will be on sale. It is just 
off the press. We have been publishing the Long Trail 
Guide Book since 1917, forty-nine years. This new 
one is the 18th edition. It will be a good one to have 
because we intend to try to keep it ~~(.!,0date by a 
new method. Autograph hounds shouldh~€ that the 
Guide Book Committee members will be on hand on 
May 28th. Have your ball pen ready! 

The big get-together of the year is our Inter
sectional. It will be held on a huge reservation near 
Stratton, in southern Vermont, this year. It will run 
from August 27th to September 5th. All of our mem
bers are urged to include all of it, or at least some, in 
vacation plans. Look for details in the August issue of 
the Long Trail News. 

The Intersectional is the time to make new friends. 
It is an esepcially good opportunity for our many 
members-at-large. 

Good walking and hiking to all! Don't forget to 
keep track of your progress toward an END-TO
END award. 

JoHN ROHRBAUGH, President 

ANNUAL MEETING 
May 28, 1966 Long Trail Lodge 

PROGRAM 
9:30-10:00 a.m. Registration and Coffee (Mont

pelier Section) 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 05701 

10 :00-12 :00 noon 
12:00- 1:00 p.m. 

1:00- 3:30 p.m. 
3:30- 6:00 p.m. 

6:15 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

First Business Session 
Picnic Lunch (Killington Section) 
Second Busines;; Session 
Trustees Meeting and Free Time 

for walks and/or the "Muzzle 
Loader'' 

Dinner 
Evening Program 

Registration and meetings will be in the Deer Leap 
Chalet, as usual, with dinner in the Dining Room of 
the main Lodge. The Coffee Hour will be courtesy of 
the Montpelier Section. The Killington Section will 
again host the picnic lunch and cost will be $1.00 or 
thereabouts. The Buffet Dinner will cost approxi
mately $3.75. Both meals were excellent last year. 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Our guest speaker will be Mr. Carl Jester of the 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation of the U. S. Depart
ment of the Interior. Mr. Jester prepared the Re
gional Report for the NATION WIDE SYSTEM OF 
TRAILS STUDY. He will speak with some reference 
to the NATION WIDE STUDY and the problems 
and solutions which are peculiar to the Northeast 
Region. 

At registration, please indicate section to which 
you belong-and please register. There is no charge 
for registration. 

Accommodations: 
Rooms will be available at $4.50 single or $6.50 

double with nearby bath-$8.50 single and $12.00 
double with private bath. Mr. Wright requests room 
reservations by May 10 (Long Trail Lodge, Pico 
Peak, Rutland, Vermont-Grover E. Wright, Inn
keeper-Tel: Area Code 802 773-6310). In N.Y. 
area, telephone 212-697-8773. 

Craigue and Mary Perkins have again generously 
offered the use of Tall Timber for those who would 
enjoy a camping weekend. A few cabins and a num
ber of tent sites, some with platforms, will be avail
able on a first come, first served basis. 
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A CHANGE IN THE BY-LAWS 

When our By-Laws were written, each Section of 
the Club was allotted at least one Trustee. No 
provision was made for a new Section to have a 
Trustee. In order for our new Pioneer Valley Section 
to have a Trustee, the following will be proposed at 
the Annual Meeting on May 28th: 

RESOLVED: that the number of Trustees be 
changed from 18 to 19 in Section 
II, Articles 1 and 4; and that 
"Pioneer Valley 1" be inserted in 
Section II, Article 4 following 
"New York 3." 

JoHN ROHRBAUGH, President 

NEW! 

1966 EDITION 

LONG TRAIL GUIDE BOOK 

Due in April, and priced at $1.95 postpaid, this 
new Guide Book has many changes-including 
the 6-mile relocation over Baker Peak, the 14-
mile relocation through Jonesville, and details 
of eleven new shelters constructed in the past 
three years. 

ORDER YOURS NOW! 

A MESSAGE OF THANKS 

On Page 10 of our new 1966 Guide Book, under 
TRAIL MAINTENANCE, there is a paragraph 
which reads: 

"Numerous GMC members are assuming personal 
responsibility for the maintenance of sections of the 
Long Trail or of various side trails. Although 
individual recognition is not given in this Guide 
Book, the Club appreciates these valuable contribu
tions to the trail program." 

Neither will we give individual recognition in this 
article you are now reading, for the name of one of 
our loyal volunteers might inadvertently be omitted. 
So to ALL who are "adopting" a personal section of 
trail, the GMC membership expresses sincere ap
preciation. 

LONG TRAIL PATROL 

Except for the activity of Vermont's winter, there 
has been very little doing on the Long Trail since our 
last report. Of course the vandals are keeping up 
their good work. They have developed a new idea 
recently. They now cut off the projecting logs at the 
corners of log cabins to use for fire wood. This leaves 
the cabin sort of half naked, which must please the 
vandals. However, the Patrol built many new out
houses last fall and so we hope that the vandals will 
put more time on their outhouse destruction pro ect 
than they do on the cabin-corner logs. 

The Patrol will do the usual trail and shelter work 
from Ithiel Falls to Canada, with two-thirds of that 
trail speed cleared and one-third of it standardized. 
The standardized part will be from Hazens Notch to 
Canada since that work was done from Parker Camp 
to Hazens Notch in 1964 and from Ithiel Falls to 
Parker Camp in 1965. 

No doubt there will be trail problems at Jay Peak 
where an $8,000,000 ski area development is to go in 
during the next three years. Also, the Bolton area is 
to have $5,000,000 spent on its year-round recrea
tion project. And a new lift is planned to go through 
or very near Taft Lodge. We are waiting to see what 
will have to be done as the skiers take over. 

It seems possible that Noyes Pond Camp may 
have to be moved, for it is pretty near a new summer 
home. 

The distance between Wiley Lodge and Bolton 
Lodge, over the trail relocation, is too great, so there 
should be a new camp located somewhere near Duck 
Brook. This location may be influenced by what 
happens in the Bolton valley. 

RoY BucHANAN 

1966 INTERSECTIONAL 

The 1966 Intersectional will be held from August 
27th to Sept. Sth, at the Stratton Mountain Scout 
Reservation at Grout Pond, Stratton, Vt. The details 
will be announced at the Annual Meeting and flyers 
will be given to Trustees for distribution to members 
in their Sections. 

But save the date-plan now to join your camping 
friends during all or part of the Intersectional. Enjoy 
hiking, camping, swimming, fishing, socializing and 
check off some more miles of Long Trail toward 
your End-to-End award. 

VIC RANDOLPH, CHAIRMAN 
RFD # 1, Ludlow, Vt. 
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PLANNING NEEDED TO 
PRESERVE WILDERNESS AREAS 

At the present time it is not anticipated that any 
action will be taken, on either the national or state 
level, to implement the plan for a Vermont Scenic 
Parkway along t he Green Mountains before 1967, 
perhaps later . The Committee has been keeping in 
as close contact as possible with officials. It bas 
drawn up recommendations for routes which could 
be used as alternates t o t he proposed route should 
t hese be requ~sted and needed. 

Right now it seems most impor tant, and perhaps 
more urgent, that efforts be focused on planning 
carefully t o preserve some of our fast disappearing 
wilderness areas for future generations to enjoy . 
Vermont has had an abundance of wilderness. How
ever, the situation is changing rapidly and these 
areas can no longer be taken for granted. More and 
more of the state and national forest lands are being 
and will be developed for camping, picnicking and 
skiing. Lumber company holdings are being de
veloped for recreation, as evidenced most recently 
by plans for the whole Bolton Valley, and t he north 
basin and summit of Jay Peak. Private lands are 
being sold for developments and posted against 
public use. 

Wilderness is a very vital asset to Vermont as a 
place to live and a place to visit. It plays a very 
important role in outdoor recreation in the state. To 
be sure it is difficult to evaluate its value in dollars 
and actual usage, but it, like many other important 
things in life, is priceless. Without it, would Vermont 
still be Vermont to most people? 

Until recently the wilderness as an aspect of out
door recreation has been given little recognition in 
long-range state planning. However, the committee 
feels that it should be an integral part of the planning 
for Vermont, and it has been in contact with state 
planners regarding this. 

Vermont's wilderness, which might more ap
propriately be called wildlands, would include some 
natural areas and other undeveloped areas set aside 
under good timber management. It is encouraging to 
learn that the very summit of Camel's Hump has 
been designated as a natural area-this is a step in 
the right direction! 

As GMC'ers, yoti ·can: 
1. Let other people, including state and local 

officials, know the real value and need for un
developed wildlands, and the role they play in 
recreation. 

2. Send the committee ideas of areas in the Green 
Mountains and along the Trail which you feel 
should definitely be preserved. 

3. Sign trail registers and encourage others to do 
so. Statistics on trail use are important in our 
planning. 

4. Forward to the committee any information on 
activities which might be helpful in compiling 
utilization data of the mountains and the Trail. 

5. If you have specific suggestions, forward them 
to the Central Planning Office in Montpelier, or 

to the U.S. Forest Service in Rutland. In their 
planning, these agencies are open to suggestions 
and ideas. 

For years the Green Mountain Club has offered 
Vermonters and visitors alike the opportunity of 
enjoying mountain wilderness via the Long Trail. It 
has been a real recreational asset to the state. Let's 
plan so that it will remain as much a "Footpath in 
the Wilderness" as possible. 

SHIRLEY J. STRONG, Chairman 
46 Colchester A venue 
Burlington, Vermont 

END-TO-ENDERS 

The following is a continuation of the list of End
to-Enders who received awards in 1965: 

Certificate 
No. 

205 Herbert E . Miller, Jr. 
206 Dorothy Myer 
207 Charles Konopa 
208 Daniel Seeley 
209 Brian Attenborough 
210 David A. Cass 
211 William McShea 
212 Raymond Baker 

Brookline, Mass. 
Burlington, Vt. 
Green Bay, Wis. 
Cambridge, Mass. 
E. Hartford, Conn. 
Essex Junction, Vt. 
New York, N.Y. 
Monmouth Junction, N.J. 

In all, 43 persons completed the Long Trail in 1965, 
setting a new record, as well as an indication of the 
increased interest in hiking and camping along well
maintained trails. 

CARIN E. ScHON, Chairman 
End-to-End Committee 

EXHIBIT SUCCESS 

The GMC Exhibit at the Springfield, Mass., 
Camping and Outdoor Show helped entertain and 
inform 66,000 visitors including many GMC'ers. Its 
success was due to the fine cooperation of various 
Sections in providing material for display. Troop 16 
BSA, Danvers, Mass., (9 End-to-Enders) lent an 
8 foot relief map type mockup of the Long Trail 
complete with push-buttons and lights at points of 
interest. The Pioneer Valley Section worked with 
the Publicity Committee in manning the booth. 

? WHO KNOWS? 

The Publicity Committee still wants to find out 
who all the Long Trail land owners are! If anyone 
has or can get any of this information, please give it 
to Bob Attenborough at the Annual Meeting or mail 
it to him at 330 King St., East Hartford, Conn. 
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MOUNT GREYLOCK CAN BE SAVED 

We reported to you in an earlier News that Mount 
Greylock, the highest mountain in Massachusetts, is 
scheduled to have a massive ski and summer resort 
development plastered on its east face. The grandiose 
published plans include an aerial tramway, several 
chair lifts, many wide ski trails, a shopping center, 
summit restaurant, lodges, etc. We think this is of 
concern to you because the southern approach trail 
to the Long Trail traverses the summit ridge of 
Mount Greylock less than 10 miles south of the 
Long Trail. This trail is also known as the Ap
palachian Trail. 

My message to you this time is one of cautious but 
optimistic hope. We have a very good chance of 
saving Greylock just like we saved Mt. Mansfield 
a few years ago, if we all pull together. Our hopes are 
up for several reasons: the Mount Grey lock Pro
tective Association's suit against ·the· ··Tramway 
Authority was upheld in the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court; the hearing before the Committee on State 
Administration in Boston was decisively in op
position to the Tramway; the Committee has acted 
promptly and released the bills to the floor of the 
Legislature for debate; and the City Council and 
Mayor of Pittsfield (largest city in The Berkshire 
Hills) and the Association of Business and Commerce 
of Central Berkshire County have gone on record as 
being opposed to the Tramway. 

However, in spite of these optimistic signs, the 
battle is not yet won, for the Tramway Authority is 
still a legally constituted body and the Mount Grey
lock Commission has not publically denounced its 
pro-tramway leaning. Therefore, with the opposition 
now very definitely on the defensive, the time for 
concerted action on our part is now. 

Here is how you can help if you want to save 
Mount Greylock. If letter writing does not come 
easily to you, your feelings can be effectively con
veyed at this point by a simple written statement 
such as "Please save Greylock by abolishing the 
Tramway arid placing the Reservation under the 
Department of Natural Resources." But if you 
don't mind writing letters for a good cause, then add 
a paragraph or two in your own words explaining 
why it is important to save our remaining mountain 
heritage from massive developments. 

Send your comments to Governor John A. Volpe; 
Senator James F. Burke, Chairman, Ways and 
Means Committee; Senator Maurice A. Donahue, 
President of the Senate; and Senator Philip A. 
Quinn, Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
State House, Boston, Massachusetts. 

To be most effective, your message should be sent 
as soon as possible. If you don't have time to write a 
letter, send a postal card or telegram. 

ART KOERBER 

AT BILL IN HOUSE 

As previously reported in the NEWS, Senator Gay
lord Nelson of Wisconsin introduced in the 89th Con
gress bill S. 622-"to facilitate the management, use, 
and public benefits from The Appalachian Trail" ... 
and "to facilitate and promote Federal, State, local, 
and private cooperation and assistance for the pro
motion of the Trail." At the hearing on Sept. 16, 1965, 
this was favorably received by the Subcommittee on 
Parks and Recreation of the Senate Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs. 

In January a bill identical to S. 622 and three re
vised versions of S. 622 were introduced in the House 
of Representatives by Congressmen John G. Dow of 
New York, Roy A. Taylor of North Carolina, 
Phillip J. Philbin of Massachusetts, and Nathaniel 
Craley, Jr., of Pentisylva;nia .... 

No doubt members residing in these States will 
want to thank and congratulate their Congressmen 
for introducing these bills since they will assist in the 
preservation of the Appalachian Trail, which coin
cides with the Long Trail from the Massachusetts 
line to Sherburne Pass, some 94. 72 miles. 

All members are urged to write to their Congress
men expressing their interest and support for this bill 
and to encourage an early hearing in the Committee 
of Interior and Insular Affairs. The House bill R.R. 
12393, introduced January 27, 1966, by Congressman 
Roy A. Taylor of North Carolina is a revised version 
of S. 622 and provides for an Appalachian Trail Ad
visory Council, and other minor changes. This de
serves our support--please write a letter or post card 
to your Congressman today! 
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BENNINGTON SECTION 

We had a good Annual Meeting on February 27th 
with about twenty-five persons including four ener
getic junior members participating. All enjoyed a nice 
supper and shared ideas of places to go so the spring 
program could be planned. Our maple sugar party 
will be on April 3rd. 

Edward Bullock of Williamstown, Massachusetts, 
was elected as our trustee to the main Club. 

We plan to make our first work trip a brush cutting 
and blaze renewal trip up Glastenbury. 

MARION HARDY, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION. 

The Burlington Section got the New Year off to a 
flying start with our annual meeting, attended by 125 
members and friends, including out-of-state GMC'ers 
Art and Sylvia Koerber, Ben and Dorothy Rolston, 
and Bob and Keith Attenborough. Chittenden Coun
ty Forester Bill Hall presented a fascinating film and 
commentary on U.S. and Canadian National Parks 
and Forests. Officers re-elected are President Shirley 
Strong, Vice-President Dane Shortsleeve, Treasurer 
Lee Brown, and Trustee to the main Club Fred 
Smith. Bev Remick is our new Secretary. Larry Dean, 
retiring publicity chairman, was lauded for his many 
years of service to the G.M.C. 

The following day the President, minus an all
important key, led an exhilarating (20 degrees below 
zero!) snowshoe hike into Ranch Camp, and was 
rescued from possible impeachment when amateur 
locksmith Pete Eberhardt let us into Stem Cabin. 

Marion Holmes' Ripton Natural Turnpike snow
shoe hike never got off the Forest Service Road due 
to a blizzard; Lee Brown's Ranch Camp overnight 
turned into a Sunday hike for all but a few hardy 
souls who were able to dig out their driveways before 
noon that Sunday ; and the Remicks' "skating party" 
ended up as a rainy trip up Mt. Philo (sans skates) 
... we seem to get either too much snow or too little! 

Fortunately conditions were better for the trip Al 
Wurtbmann led to French Camp, and Shirley Wilcox 
reported that the ice formations on Laraway Moun
tain were very different from the ones we found on 
our last trip. The farm house in "Coddin' Holler" has 
burned down, so the road was in poor shape, making 
a longer hike than Shirley's group had anticipated! 

Our semi-annual Adirondack overnight was can
celled due to the untimely death March 17th of Fred 
and Betty Smith's eighteen-month-old-daughter 
Elaine, following open heart surgery. A delegation 
from the Burlington Section attended the funeral, 
and a donation is being made to the Heart Fund in 
Elaine's name. 

Are you going to be in the Burlington area this 
summer? Our Stem Cabin in Ranch Camp Valley, 

Stowe is open to all GMC members, for a nominal fee. 
Individuals or sections interested in staying at the 
cabin should contact Lee Brown 802-862-3357 for 
reservations and information. 

All members are invited to join us on the trail 
Apr. 16-17- Clarendon Lodge, Jan Abbott; May 1-
0uting at Dick Cowles' camp in Underhill; May 14-
15-Trail clearing, Al Wurthmann; May 21-Hike 
W. Bolton Rd. to Jonesville, Shirley Strong; May 22 
-Camel's Hump via Bamforth Trail, Jim Forrester; 
May 28-29-Annual Meeting, Fred Smith; June 4--5 
-Trail clearing, Al Wurthmann; June 11-12-Work 
party to Butler Lodge, Jack Harrington; June 18-19 
-Work party to Buffer Lodge, Dave Cass; June 25-
Sunset Ridge Trail, Mt. Mansfield, Newell Briggs; 
July 2, 3, 4-Long Trail outing Taft Lodge to Bolton 
Lodge, Jim Forrester; July 9-Canoe trip, Madeline 
Miles; July 17-Hiking, picnicking, swimming, 
Moosalamoo Mt. and Lake Dunmore, Elsie Wash
burn and Marion Holmes; July 23-24-White Mt. 
trip, Larry Dean; July 30--&rag Mt., Ken Fisher. 

]AN ABBOTT, Reporter 

(Hearty thanks to Larry Dean, retiring reporter, and 
welcome Jan.) 

KILLINGTON SECTION 

The most important news from the Killington Sec· 
tion is that a major lumber operation at Clarendon 
has removed most of the wonderful white pine stand 
of trees that has made this spot so beautiful for 
years. Yet we feel that with the coming of spring, a 
few work parties and lots of help, the area can be 
cleaned up and with the large amount of new growth, 
it will be only a short time until Clarendon will look 
itself again. 

The Lodge is still popular for every weekend there 
are man)'. many visitors. At the time of our moon· 
light hike;·fo spifo 6£ tfie--10-degree cold, thefr were 
scouts from South Londonderry, a group of Middle· 
bury College Outing Club students, both overnight
ing and our group totaling 47 persons. The following 
day Terry Gulick led a group of Castleton College 
Outing Club students there for a cook-out supper. 

A number of work parties have been held to get 
ready for the summer hiking season. Tucker and 
Gov. Clement will have to have major work done on 
them, including roof, walls and bunks, in addition to 
toilet houses. Sunnyside has had the roof repaired, 
windows replaced, new stove, outside creosoted, 
toilet house, dump and water supply improved. 
Clarendon has had the roof patched, windows re
placed, the dump moved and toilet house built and 
the outside creosoted. 
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Annual Meeting-
Again the Killington Section is looking forward to 

meeting the many GMC members that come to the 
Annual Meeting. 

Lunch, once again, will be served by our Section 
and on Sunday we have offered to provide leaders 
for a number of hikes to the surrounding mountains. 
Among these will be Pico, Killington, Dlue Ridge, 
Bird Mt., Baker Peale, Lost Pond Shelter, Green 
Peak and Little Rock Pond. 

Our Section would be glad to have others join us 
on our outings ... Apr. 16-Tucker Lodge; May 1-
East Mt.; May 14-Long Trail-USFS Road #10 
South to Lost Pond Shelter and Baker Peak; May 
28- Annual Meeting, Long Trail Lodge; May 29-
Pico-Killington; June 5- Cantilever Rock-Mt. 
Mansfield; June 19-Long Trail-Route 11 North 
to Lake Griffith; July 2, 3, 4-Long Trail-Canadian 
Line South; July 16-Shrewsbury Loop Trail; July 
31-Mt. Cushman. 

CmiRcHILL Sco±T, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

My last report ended with a forecast of our 
Oyster Stew Hike which I was scheduled to lead on 
January 9th. I didn't lead it.A ski injury incapacitat
ed me and ended my skiing and hiking for six 
weeks. However, I passed on my recipe to Dave 
Otis and he took over. Fourteen perso11s enjoyed the 
stew and the bike to Taylor Lodge. 

On January 22 Dave led a party of four up to 
Butler Lodge via the Stevensville Brook Trail
after he found it-and up to Needle's Eye. 

Twenty-five gourmets turned out on February 6th 
for a chicken and biscuit supper at the A. Desilets 
Camp at Groton Pond. Doris Washburn and I 
assisted Juelia Desilets with the supper. Snowshoeing 
was enjoyed by those able to snowshoe; I wasn't one 
of them and it sure seemed strange to hang around 
the camp while everybody else was hiking. 

Next on our agenda was a snowshoe hike scheduled 
for Camel's Hump or Montclair Glen Lodge. It 
turned out to be the latter. Eight participated in the 
hike which, because of where the group was forced 
to leave their cars, turned out to be a seven-mile 
hike. Dave Morse led the group. 

An overnight hike to the Adirondacks led by Dick 
Babcock followed on the weekend of March 4th. 
The six participants left Montpelier at 6 :00 p.m. 
on Friday night, arrived in the Adirondacks about 
9 :00 p.m. and snowshoed into Grace Camp, arriving 
about midnight. The following day they climbed 
Lower Wolf Jaws, returning to the camp again that 
night and driving back to Montpelier the following 
day. 

Our moonlight snowshoe hike on March 10th 
turned out to be a starlight hike sans snowshoes. 

Fourteen persons participated in the evening's 
activities which, in addit ion to hiking, included 
tobogganing, sledding, slides and eating. Doris 
Washburn served as leader and hostess. 

On March 20th we changed the site of our Family 
Ski Party from Glen Ellen to Mount Mansfield, in 
order to watch the U.S. Alpine and International 
Races. Our party consisted of five skiers and two 
hikers, and some of us combined both. We met at 
the Octagon for lunch. 

At this writing we have three activities coming up 
and must plan a new schedule. We're having a 
Sugar-on-Snow party on March 27th, a hike up 
Worcester Mountain on April 3rd, and our Annual 
Meeting on April 15th. 

MARION GoRHAM, Reporter 

.-

NEW YORK SECTION 

The Green Mountain Club, New York Section, 
Inc., held its annual biisiness meeting Friday, March 
25th, at the New York Times Restaurant, followi_11g 
a dinner at 6:30 P. M .. The President, John W. 
Nuffort, presided. 

A beautifully presented Annual Report had been 
received by each member, containing all reports. 
Also enclosed was a fine complete new Membership 
List. Congratulations to our Secretary, Harriet 
Spangler. 

At the meeting reports were presented and ac
cepted. The new officers elected are President: 
Margaret M. Pons (who is also Editor of the Long 
Trail News), Vice-President: David Van Dusen, 
Secretary: Harriet M. Spangler, Treasurer: W. Fred 
Rousseau, Trustee (4 years): Edwin H. Krieg. Ap
pointed by the Board: Trustee (1 year, to complete 
David Van Dusen's term): John Kirby. The Presi
dent, John Nuffort, presented Bob Wendt, out
going Trustee, with a gavel in deep appreciation of 
his good work as Parliamentarian to the Board 
during his entire 5 years' service on the Board. The 
President also thanked Rita Ropes, outgoing Bulletin 
Editor, for an especially fine job well done during her 
term, Peggy Pons, outgoing Thendara Chairman, for 
an outstanding job, and Helen Raymond, outgoing 
Historian, for her fine contribution of research and 
collation with respect to the History. A Life Mem
bership Award was presented to H. Prescott Shreeve, 
a member since 1935. 

Deaths of three members during the year were 
announced with regret. They were Earl S. Wright 
(1923) , S. Fred Wright (1923), William Burton 
(1925). We mourn the loss of these friends and feel 
thankful that we had them with us so long. 

A bound History of the Section was presented to 
the Club by Astrid Lier. She had done a beautiful 
piece of work in collecting and compiling a mass of 
material for it and finally writing a ninety-page 
history. It has been handsomely hand-bound by 
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guest card holder and leather craftsman Hans Peter 
Froelich. The frontispiece is a beautiful watercolor 
by Julianna Irelan. Helen Raymond had done much 
research as bad many others. Betty Lloyd bad 
typed it'. A vote of thanks was made to all contribu
tors to the History. 

Conservation Chairman Bill Bartlett read a pro
posed letter to the Scenic Hudson [>reservation_ Con
ference stating the New York Section would hke to 
go on record as approving affiliation with that body. 
It was voted to send this. Gifts from members have 
already been sent. 

Plans for the SOth Anniversary Luncheon were 
presented. This will be April 16, 12:30 P. M. Sterling 
Forest Gardens. 

Bob Wendt asked for a vote of thanks for the fine 
fine work which has been done by our outgoing 
President, especially under the press of all the 
business of his regular job. This was enthusiastically 
taken. 

The outgoing Pre!>-ident installed the new Officers. 
Incoming President Peggy Pons announced new ap
pointments of Committ~e Chairmen. These were few, 
as most of the former chairmen have remained in 
office. As the new Bulletin Editor she announced new 
member Emma Sappah, as Chairman of Thendara, 
David Van Dusen, for History and Archives, Bernice 
Hudson. She stated her intention to propose at the 
next Board meeting that the name of the Conserva
tion Committee be changed to the Natural Resources 
Committee. She further proposed the following new 
committees, to be considered by the Board at their 
next meeting: Family Outings Committee, proposed 
Chairman, Mrs. Rousseau, Folk Singing Group, pro
posed Chairman, Don Runkel, Field Trips Commit
tee, proposed Chairman, Bob Schulz. She asked that 
each Committee Chairman ask four members at least 
to serve on his Committee, to be appointed by the 
first Board meeting April 11. She gave a fine talk, 
outlining a dynamic program, and asking for the Club 
to function as a unit. We look forward to a fine year. 

EDNA M. ROHRBAUGH, Reporter 

PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

At a meeting in West Springfield,· Massachusetts, 
on February 16, 1966, a new hiking club was formed 
to be known as the PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 
OF THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB. The follow
ing officers were elected: President, Jim Barrett; 
Secretary, Mrs. Robert W. Attenborough; Trustee, 
F. Gilford Myrick. 

A second meeting was held March 16 at the 
YMCA in West Springfield for the purpose of setting 
up a schedule of hikes for the coming season. They 
are as follows: March 26-New England Trail Con
ference; April 17-Mt. Holyoke with Jim Barrett; 
May 15-Mt. Toby with Bob Boucher; May 28-

Annual Meeting, Long Trail Lodge; June 19-Fay 
Fuller area with Ralph Jay; July 16-17-0vernight 
to camp area at foot of Lake Trail, Danby, Vt. We 
welcome all GMC'ers who would like to join us. 

Each Section of the Green Mountain Club as
sumes the responsibility for maintaining part of the 
Long Trail and we have been assigned the 8.9 miles 
of Long Trail from the Massachusetts line to Deer 
View Shelter, including the maintenance of Deer 
View Shelter. 

RICHARD METCALFE, Reporter 

STERLING SECTION 

There were no hikes scheduled for the past winter 
months and there has been no sugar party planned 
for this spring. The Annual Meeting is to be held 
sometime in April. There has been a little trail work 
done. 

NANCY DARRAH, Reporter 

WORCESTER SECTION 

Sunday afternoons during the winter months 
found us hiking around the nearby areas, and we 
must say we looked forward to these times of 
relaxation and fresh air. The winter went by all too 
quickly. 

There was that super snowshoe hike in Millbury, 
led by our new members and end-to-enders, Dr. and 
Mrs. Richard Church. I am afraid some of us were 
not in quite as good condition as our leaders, but we 
learned as we went along not only how to bush
whack on snowshoes but how to clamber over 
fences, stone walls and fallen trees. We were gone 
over 3 hours and it was dark when we returned, but 
it had been a perfectly beautiful afternoon right 
after a big snowstorm and there was plenty of that 
soft fluffy stuff. Cocoa and crackers at the Churchs' 
refreshed us before we returned home. I am sure we 
all slept better than usual that night. 

January 16 was a real cold and windy day, but 
nevertheless 13 of us hiked through the woods 
around a nearby reservoir. The snow was deep, but 
only 3 of us thought to bring snowshoes so there were 
some mighty envious people on that hike, especially 
one particular person who had brand new snow
shoes back in the car. 

Plans were made for a winter weekend at North
field on January 22-23 with the other outing clubs, 
but it turned out that "there was no room for us in 
the Inn." The event was postponed until the follow
ing weekend, and the 7 that went reported a good 
time was had by all and the food was better than 
ever. 

On February 6 a small group enjoyed the after
noon walking around the rocky chasms of Purgatory. 



The Long Trail News 

For those of you readers who are not familiar with 
our State reservations, I hasten to add I am not 
speaking of that other place. 

February 20 was a real chiller, but 17 of us dared 
the elements to hike around Ramshorn Pond. Our 
leaders, Bob and Helen Vickstrom, warmed us with 
hot corn chowder and coffee at their home and 
treated us to an added bonus of colored slides. 

A beautiful Sunday afternoon was February 27 as 7 
of us snowshoed at Straw Hollow in Shrewsbury. Jim 
Green was our leader and he took us over new trails 
in the area and later invited us back to the Green 
homestead where Fran Green had delicious corn 
chowder and coffee and cake waiting for us. We eat 
well on these trips, as you can see! 

An educational evening at the Worcester Science 
Museum brought out 24 people where we not only 
saw the planetarium show but were allowed to pet 
(if we wished) a big six-foot-long black snake. We 
also had the dubious privilege of seeing at close-hand 
a snapping turtle. I am afraid it was only the boys 
in the group who felt rewarded by this experience. 

The weekend of March 12-13 found 10 of us at the 
Temple Inn in Temple, New Hampshire, where some 
of us went skiing and others climbed South Pack 
Monadnock in a sleet storm. The signs at the 
top said there was a beautiful view. Some of us 
visited a sugar house and saw the sap being cooked 
down into that delicious substance called maple 
syrup which, through the generosity of "Woody" 
Woodbury, we enjoyed the following morning on 
French toast. The weather was not too cooperative, 
but in spite of it we took some good hikes around the 
country roads. 

Our sugaring-off was on March 19 with Jim Green 
as our Sugar Master. 85 people attended this event. 
The syrup was done to perfection, as is always the 
case when Jim is tending the big pots. The art of 
cooking seems to come natural to both Fran and 
Jim Green, and those of us lucky enough to be in 
their presence enjoy the art of eating. Following the 
sugar party, we enjoyed slides of the Long Trail by 
Richard and Betty Church and relived with them 
their interesting experiences when they became End
to-Enders! 

LINNEA ELDRIDGE, Reporter 

G M C TRADING POST 

Members who are interested in buying, selling or 
trading camping equipment can send the details 
(not the items) to GMC Trading Post, c/o Editor, 
and the listing will be placed in the next issue of the 
NEWS. 

For sale: Morsan umbrella tent, 7 ft. square base, 7 
ft. high at center, outside frame, two 
screened windows and door, small awning, 
sewed in floor, clean as new-$45.00. (Ken 
Digby, 1324 Michael Rd., Meadowbrook, 
Penna.) 

OUT ON THE TRAIL 
A NEAR TRAGEDY, AND A WARNING 

Although spring is here, and our Trail is returning 
to an appearance more familiar to most hikers, your 
reporter is going back to Thanksgiving weekend and 
a somber "Out on the Trail" theme. 

A group of four boys, ages 15 and 16, ventured 
south from the Stratton Road. With parents' per
mission, they had no adult leader. Mistake No. 1. 
They were not prepared for the snow already on the 
ground. Mistake No. 2. As conditions worsened, they 
did not turn back. Mistake No. 3, and one that 
could have resulted in tragedy. 

Briefly, here's what happened. That night sleet and 
snow fell. The next day the boys left the shelter and 
continued for 372 miles until they lost the Trail. 
Then, in an exhausted state, and almost too late, 
they decided to turn back. One boy became extremely 
tired, and his buddies could barely keep him going. 
Returning to the shelter, they packed just a few 
items and left all the rest behind. 

The rain and sleet continued, and it was getting 
late. The boys were soaked to the skin, and the one 
boy became physically and mentally exhausted to 
the point of hysterics. Here the group divided. Two 
boys went on ahead, and the third boy stayed with 
the sick boy. 

The first group reached the road. They met a 
hunter who arranged for some hunters to search for 
the other two boys. They were found, about an hour 
and a half behind the first group. They had lost the 
Trail about an hour after the sun had gone down, 
and, fortunately, had bedded down in the Trail 
where they could be found. 

A couple of these boys had been to the rugged 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. But Vermont 
can be more rugged. They had summer hiking 
experience. But winter comes early in the Green 
Mountains. 

The intent of this article is not to criticize. It is to 
emphasize the need for education on the basic rules 
of hiking a mountain trail. 

Some quotes from our Guide Book: "The Trail is 
not dangerous . . . on the other hand the Trail is no 
garden path . . . the presence of snow at higher 
elevations early in the fall ... the hazards of winter 
outings must be considered . . . extreme weather 
conditions, icy firewood, the need for heavier packing 
... winter trips should be done only in groups, with 
experienced leaders, and over familiar portions of 
the Trail." 

Fortunately, this story had a safe ending. But it 
could have resulted in tragedy. 

Each year, thousands of young people walk the 
Long Trail, safely. We have always encouraged 
young people to use the Trail. But here we may 
best conclude this edition of "Out on the Trail" 
with the famous motto of the Boy Scouts-BE 
PREPARED-plus my own philosophy-if con
ditions worsen, turn back; it is better to be a live 
coward than a dead hero! 

BEN ROLSTON 


