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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
As I write this deathless prose I can peer through 

the nearby window and see the October moon as it 
slowly ascends heavenward. There is a hint of frost 
in the air tonight, a gentle reminder of approaching 
winter. Once upon a time the average American at 
this season of the year heaved a regretful sigh, and 
relegated camping equipment to the garage or attic 
to await the coming spring. 

Now, with the accent on winter sports, improved 
equipment and winter camping techniques, this has 
been substantially changed. The trend seems to have 
actually been reversed, due in most part to the tre
mendous ski activity sweeping the nation. This 
seems to pose a question we can no longer ignore; 
should winter sports become an integral part of 
Green Mountain Club activities? 

What would be the result of reviving the Winter 
Sports Committee of 1941-42 on a trial basis? Would 
such an addition to our program prove popular and 
serve to strengthen our Green Mountain Club, or 
would it tend to detract from the main interests of 
hiking and the Long Trail? Would there be volunteers 
forthcoming to carry such a program through to ful
fillment? Someone please consult your horoscope, 
and let me know the answers! 

DONALD KENT, President 

TRUSTEES MEETING 
On October 31st, the trustees of the Green Moun

tain Club met in Rutland, Vermont to discuss and 
act on the Club's many items of business. As is so 
often the case, this fall meeting day was a rainy one. 
In spite of this, and even though long distances had 
to be traveled by many of the trustees, a good num
ber were present. 

It seems that now is a good time to voice our ap
preciation to the men and women who over the past 
fifty years have served as trustees of the Club. They 
have given, and are giving their time and talents so 
that others may enjoy the Long Trail. Through this 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

column in the NEWS, we say, "Thank you," to all 
past and present trustees for doing a job that is so 
often a thankless one. 
Highlights of the meeting: 

Publicity and Membership: In reporting for this 
committee, Jack Martin, chairman stated that we 
have 208 Members-at-large. He also displayed 
sample posters t.hat are to be made up for displaying 
in book stores and summer resorts. He hopes these 
poste1·s will encow·age people to hike for health, join 
the GMC, and or buy a Guide Book. 

End-to-Enders: Alan Gormly, chairman reported 
that four more hikers have been added to the list, 
bringing the total to 93. Two of the reports appear 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Historical: Chairman Arthur Koerber showed the 
two new bound copies of the LONG TRAIL NEWS. 
We now have in the editor's files three bound copies 
of our publication. These should prove to be of his
torical value, and items of interest may be referred 
to mttch asier than heretofore. Missing from the 
files are the following issues: Vol. 11 No. 1-1938 
and Vol. 12 No. 4-1939. Any member who has these 
issues, and would care to contribute them to our 
files, may send them to the editor. 

lntersectional: Larry Dean, co-chairman, rnported 
that details of the 1960 Intersectional are being 
worked out, and that more complete plans will be 
available in the February issue of the NEWS. It is 
hoped that the Intersectional will cover a week's 
stay at a designated camp site somewhere in the 
northern part of Vermont. Watch for details in the 
next issue of the LONG TRAIL Nnws. It is the hope 
of the committee, that if details are announced early 
enough, members will plan their vacations around 
the Intersectional date; thus making this a big event 
for the SOth anniversary of the GMC. 

Emily Proctor Shelter is to be rebuilt at the head 
of the Emily Proctor Trail and at the site of the 
present Breadloaf Shelter. The twenty-nine year old 
Breadloaf is to be taken down. The trustees agreed 
that it is fitting and proper that the name of "Proc
tor" should be perpetuated on the Long Trail, and 
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that the new Emily Proctor Shelter would be built 
this corning summer. 

Cooper Lodge: President Don Kent read a letter 
from the secretary of the Killington Section inform
ing the trustees that the Section could no longer 
keep up the maintenance o~ Cooper Lo~ge, and was 
turning it over to the rnam Club. This lodg.e was 
erected in 1939 by the Vermont Forest Service on 
land given to the State by M<?r~imer P. Pr?cto~. It 
has been maintained by the K1llmgton Section smce 
its erection. Due to lack of manpower, and the ex
tensive repairs needed, the Section can no longer 
keep Cooper Lodge on its list. . . 

Tra:il Conference: Chai1man, Craigu Perkins 
called the trustees' attention to .t~e fact tl~at the 
Card system for noting the condition of t:atls and 
shelters is not working out as he had hoped tt would. 
It was suggested that the trail~ and shelte!s chair
man from each Section be required to send m to the 
GMC office at specified times information concern
ing the condition of the Section's trails and shelters. 
This in turn should be transferred to a simplified 
card system. Many telephone calls .and. letters ~re 
received at the Club's office requestmg infon~at~.otl 
on the condition of trails and shelters. It is un
portant ~hat s<mie s~tem be used so that accurate 
information may be gtven. . . . 

An overall picture of the cond1tton .of trails and 
shelters was given by reports from vanous truste;;es. 
Don Kent suggested that a 26 man t~am (ten miles 
to a man) could speed-clear the Trail before May 
30tb. They could also give the trustees a report of 
where further attention was lleed~d. The Patrol 
could hit these reported areas early m the season. It 
was also suggested that perhaps snowshoes would be 
needed in some areas. 

Beaver trouble was discussed at length. In many 
locations where mountain ponds are close to the 
trail, beavers ai·e doing great damage. Not only ~e 
the trails being obliterated, but the surroll;1l<ling 
countryside is being stripped of beau~y. Trees ~ the 
flooded areas soon die of wet feet leavmg an unsightly 
scene. The dead trees eventually fall, and leave a 
tangled mess. 

LONG TRAIL LODGE 
Beneath the shelter of the mountain peak, 
A haven for the weary ones who seek 
Surcease from travel, and a place to lay 
Themselves reposed until the coming day, 
Sits Long Trail Lodge, the best of hostelries, 
Among the giant rocks and lofty trees. 

'Tis here the traveler finds rest and ease, 
On days in summer with its cooling breeze, 
Or in the winter when the frost and snow 
Make happy resting in the firelight's glow. 
The sky is of a deep and azure ~lue 
In daytime, with soft clouds of golden hue, 
And in the night the heavens lean so far 
It seems that one can reach and pluck a star. 

ISABEL P. BENNETT 

LONG TRAIL PATROL REPORT 
The August issue of the Lo NG TRAIL NEWS gave 

a report of the work done by the Patrol through 
July 15th. The following report lists the wo~k ac
complished from that date until the completion of 
the 1959 Patrol program on August 18th: 

The brushing of the Long Trail was completed 
from Barrows Camp to Chilcoot Pass. The Ele
phant's Head Trail was cleared of blowdowns, and 
the blazes were repainted. The Appalachian Trail 
was brushed from Sherburne Pass to Vt. Route 100, 
and was cleared of blowdowns from Route 100 to 
Barnard Gulf Road. Obstructions were removed 
from the Long Trail at the Killington Basin Ski trail 
crossings. 

A new trail was cut, brushed, and axe blazed from 
Tillotson Camp to the road leading from Eden Mills 
to Vt. Route 58 west of Lowell. This new trail, to be 
called the Frank Post Trail, provides a new and 
shorter route to Tillotson Camp, and was con
structed from funds donated by Mr. Post's family 
in his memory. . . 

Frank Post was a loyal and enthusiastic member 
of the Burlington. Section of tbe GMC as well as a 
Boy Scout leader and ~upporter fo~· many yea:s. This 
new trail makes possible loop tnps from Tillotson 
Camp to Belvidere Mt., and from Tillotson Camp 
to Hazen's Notch. In view of this fact, it is expected 
that boy scouts from the nearby Mt. Norris Scout 
Reservation \'i'ill use it extensively. It also makes 
another easy approach to the Long Trail for GMC 
hikers. It is appropriate that this trail will serve b<;>th 
the organizations that Mr. Post supported dunng 
his long life. 

Camp repairs: New roofing was put on Barrows, 
Hazen's Notch and Journey's End Camps. Puffer 
Lodge received a new corrugated steel roof to re
place the full-of-holes aluminum roof which ~ad pro
vided the porcupines with so much . nounshm~nt. 
Whiteface Shelter received a new heavier bunk wu-e, 
and Sterling Pond Lodge received minor repairs. 
The old pole bunks were removed from Shooting 
Star Shelter and a new fioor installed. 

A major ~epair job was done at Sunrise Camp. 
The old bunks were torn out, and new double-deck 
bunks were built, increasing sleeping capacity to ten. 
A table with benches was also built, a large roof hole 
was repaired, the foundation was made porkr-proof, 
and plastic screening was put o".er :the wmdows. 
This was a much needed modernization to one of 
our oldest camps. 

The new Pico Lodge was completed on August 
12th. It is a 12x14 foot frame cabin, with bui:IB:s for 
eight to twelve, and has three. large front wi:tdows 
that provicle the occupants :v1th a grand view of 
nearby Killington Peak and dist~nt Ascutney. Much 
appreciation is extended to the Massachnsetts 
D.A.R. for funds toward the construction of Pico 
Lodge and also to members of the Killington Sec
tion .;,ho helped raise additional funds. Special 
thanks are due the Central Vermont Public Service 
Corporation for their aid in moving the lumber to 
Pico's summit. RoY BUCHANAN, Chairman 
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UP THE TRAIL APIECE 
BURLINGTON SECTION 

BURLINGTON MOUNTAIN CLIMBERS 
AUGUST CAMP POPULAR 

The nine days of camping and. climbing i?- the 
Adirondacks sponsored by the Burlmgton Sectton of 
the Green Mountain Club, and which came to an 
end on Labor Day was considered successful. Prof. 
Roy O. Buchanan, the leader, stated it was the 
"most climbingness group" of the three events of 
this kind staged. This was the third "August Camp" 
sponsored by the local Section _whi?h ha~ its be
oinning in the Katadin Mt. region m Mame three 
~ummers ago. Prof. Buchanan was th leader of that 
group also. . . 

The camp attendance varied durmg the penod 
from 7 to 25 with Buchanan and three others spend
ing the whole nine days in the ?limbing region. They 
made the pine grove Sharp Bridge New York State 
Camp Ground their base and tenting area. . 

During the period seventeen peaks of ~he Ad:ron
dacks were climbed, a half dozen were tra1lle.ss clnnbs 
and over 4000 ft. elevation. Among the maJor peaks 
with trails climbed were Giant, Noonmark and 
Pitchoff · and among the trailless 4000 ft. were 
McComb, Hough and So. Dix. 

The objective for the Labor Day weekend from 
the August Camp was Mt. Boreas wi~h an ascent_of 
1904 ft. and a trail walk of seven miles round tnp. 
From this point Marcy, the Great Range, McCor:nb 
Peaks and others were encircled at close range with 
beautiful Elk Lake at the foot of their point of view
ing. Dave Otis, vice president of the local Section, 
headed up the Boreas trip. 

Buchanan reported that seven ~f the group dut?-ng 
the camp were interested in workmg on the requJre
ments for becoming candidates for the 46er Club of 
the Adirondacks. To be eligible the climber has to 
climb 46 Adirondack peaks with elevations of more 
than 4000 feet, many of which are trailless and har?
to gain. Prof. R. 0. Buchanan, the Camp Leader, is 
a 46er group member. Buchanan .and the Late P~of. 
L. B. Puffer gained membership together, domg 
much of the trailless trips in snow season on snow
shoes several years ago. 

Buchanan reports several guests joined in on some 
parts of the Camp. They were: Prof. Elizab_eth 
Paulsen of Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
N. J. ; Doctor Paul Jenks and son Thomas, fr.om 
Waterloo, N. Y.; Clifton Havens of Johnson City, 
N. Y.; Prof. H. M. Severance, .Isle La Motte, Vt., 
Misses Betty Lynde and Coralie Magoon and Mr. 
Daniel Jeffers of Burlington, Vt. 

LARRY DEAN 

BURLINGTON SECTION WAS THERE ... 

Don Havens of the Burlington Section rounded 
up twelve Section followers for the long trip to 
Harriman State Park, N. Y. and Camp Thendara 
of the New York Section for the weekend of Sep
tember 26-27. The Burlington group was the only 
Vermont Section represented at this Thendara 

"open-house" for Green Mountain Club Sections. 
Many of the group joined in on the walks sched

uled by the Thendara committee during the two 
day stay. Sunday several of the group engaged in a 
canoe trip arowid the lake, and bathing was a 
popular sport both days. 

Saturday evening John Rohrbaugh, president of 
the New York Section, showed colored slides of his 
and Mrs. Rohrbaugh's last trip West. Following the 
slides, cider and doughnuts were served. 

During the stay at Thendara, Larry volunteered 
to assist in the construction of a "saw-buck" (just 
plain old saw horse to that New Hampshire foreigner, 
Dean), and along came Roy Buchanan. Roy figured 
out that the saw being used was on the dull side ~o 
he got busy with a file in an attempt to sharpen 1t. 
Those "two young fellas" had fun for themselves 
working on those two things while the rest were out 
tramping the trails and canoeing. . 

The ideal weather and the fine fellowship at 
Thendara fully rewarded the visiting guests for any 
distance they may have traveled. We of the Burling
ton Section all join in saying that more of Vermont, 
as well as Worcester Section members, should take 
advantage of next year's "Invite" if New York Sec
tion throws another out. You'll be sure of eating 
well, and the friendly fellowship can't be beat. Come 
on out next time, if there is a next time ! ! ! 

We folks "up the Trail" thank the Thendara com
mittee, one and all, for the swell time you gave us. 
I think we are safe in sounding out the same ex
pressions from that swell Member-at-large couple 
from Pittsfield, too. 

LARRY DEAN 

TRUSTEE TALBOT MAKES 
END-TO-END 

It took me 18 year» to hike the entire Trail, done 
mostly on two day weekends and never more than 
four days spent on the Trail at a given time. My first 
trip on the Long Trail was in July 1941 during gas 
rationing when I arrived by train in Rutland, took 
the bus to Sherburne Pass, and met a Middlebury 
Mountain Club hiker who hiked with me from the 
Long Trail Lodge to Cooper Lodge fo~ the night._ I 
was can-ying a flour sack for a pack with makeshift 
equipment and two rolled blankets, all tied with two 
ropes over my shoulders to my belt in front, and 
hanging and banging on my back as I hiked. The 
next day we parted, and I continued south on the 
Long Trail to Route 103, and then by. foot to a ~arm
house in North Clarendon for the mght. I enJoyed 
Killington Peak with views of Rutland at night and 
the good cold springwater a.t Cooper Lodl?e the most. 

My last trip of the entire Long Trail was from 
1:30 to 5:30 P.M. on May 29, 1959 with I. T. Ellis, 
Jr., a new GMC member. We hiked up Cou:ity Road 
(after losing our way by car on approach dirt roads) 
to Seth Warner Camp and then south on the Long 
Trail to Massachusetts Line, and then via Pine 
Cobble to Williamstown RR Station where my wife 
and baby met us. This last link of the Long Trail 
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was not as impressive as the first one. However, a 
big highlight was the forest full of pink azaleas for 
about three miles on the state border accompanied 
by a very strong sweet scent of these blossoms. On 
this last trip I carried a standard small day pack 
with camera, nylon poncho, first aid kit, flashlight, 
guide book, and lunch. 

One delaying factor in completing the entire Trail 
was the strong urge to repeat my favorite spots as 
much as five or ten times before going on to new 
stretches of trail. These most favorite spots include 
Little Rock Pond, Stratton Pond, Camel's Hump, 
Killington, the Monroe Skyline Trail, and Mount 
Mansfield. 

Some of the more vivid impressions I recall include 
the following: 

(1) My first porcupine liver dinner at Cooper 
Lodge. 

(2) The only time I was forced to camp in the 
woods because darkness overtook my companion 
and me on the formerly long stretch between Bolton 
Lodge and Taylor Lodge, only to find the next 
morning >ve were only five minutes short of Taylor, 
and had not wandered off the trail. 

(3) Not being a fisherman but being a gourmet I 
vividly remember the two times I enjoyed fresh fish 
on the Trail; once when a fisherman traded me some 
fresh trout for some of my bacon at Stratton Pond 
and the other time when my fiancee cooked some 
fresh trout over an open fire at the new Cowles Cove 
Shelter. 

( 4) The only wildcat I ever have seen was in the 
form of a tiny baby one apparently strayed from its 
mother on the saddle between Pico Shelter and 
Killington. 

(5) The attempted ski touring trip with the New 
York Section of the AMC from General Stark 
Mountain to Lincoln Gap, when the weather con
ditions worsened during the day and forced us to 
turn back after we had progressed only half way. 

(6) The coldest experience was New Year's week
end at Montclair Glen Lodge when the temperature 
at night was 28 degrees below zero and the tempera
ture inside could not be forced higher than thirty 
degrees above even after a continuous roaring fire in 
the stove from three P.M. to nine P.M. These ex
treme temperature conditions and the lack of time 
forced our party to spend the weekend at Montclair 
Glen without attacking the summit af Camel's 
Hump. 

(7) My long-to-be-remembered hike during our 
honeymoon (which will be remembered even longer 
by my wife) during which she helped me complete a 
new section of the Long Trail by hiking 10 miles 
from Hazen's Notch to the Belvidere-Eden Road in 
8Yz hours. Instead of the three mountains listed in 
the Guide Book in this 10 mile stretch, she still 
claims Haystack had about six summits, and there 
were five other mountains we climbed over that were 
not listed in the Guide Book. 

(8) My first snowshoe hike was up the Beane 
Trail to Birch Glen thence north on the Long Trail 
to Huntington Gap, then snowshoe-wacking by 
compass west down the ravine back to the Beane 

farm, during which trip I discovered that neither 
bear paws nor the Maine guide type of snowshoe 
are any good for climbing on unbreakable crust. 

(9) The enjoyable experiences accompanying an 
Explorer Scout group of 10 boys on various parts of 
the Monroe Skyline over a period of three summers 
teaching them how to clear trail and paint blazes. 

(10) Last but not least the unforgettable ex
perience of living and working with Roy Buchanan 
during the black fly season for a week in building the 
new Cowles Cove 5helter, including learning not 
only how to build a log shelter but more important 
how to carry large amounts of lumber and sheets of 
galvanized roofing on one's head without decapi
tating the trees or my head. 

THEODORE H. TALBOT 

85 AT INTERSECTIONAL 

Congratulations to the Members-at-Large for 
having the highest number of members present at 
the Intersectional on August 22nd and 23rd at 
Danby, Vermont. 

The register gave forth the following information: 
Eighty-five people attended from New Jersey, New 
York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont. Members-at-Large numbered 24; 
Brattleboro Section 20; Killington Section 10; Guests 
9; Burlington Section 8; Worcester Section 7; Ben
nington Section 6; Long Trail Patrol 1. 

Good hiking weather held for both days, and many 
took advantage of this opportunity to hike to 
Griffith Lake and Little Rock Pond. Others enjoyed 
visiting and camping in the beautiful camp site that 
had been put in excellent condition for the enjoy
ment of the group. A vote of thanks for this goes to 
the committee headed by Don Kent. 

On Saturday night the evening campfire brought 
forth some merriment when two prominent GMCers 
were initiated into the Order of the Porcupine. John 
Vondell, as High Chief Porcupine, and Alan Gormly, 
as Right Hand Porcupine officiated at this cere
mony. Roy Buchanan and Craigue Perkins were the 
members found worthy of the distinction of being 
made members of the order. 

THANKS TO KAMP KILL KARE 

This past summer several boys under the super
vision of Jack Heath from Kamp Kill Kare on St. 
Albans Bay cleared and painted the following trails: 
Hell Brook trail, Hell Brook cutoff, Adam's Apple 
by-pass, and Bear Pond trail. According to Roy 
Buchanan, these are tough trails to work. The serv
ice offered, and the work accomplished was ap
preciated. 

When Mr. Heath is not working trails and super
vising boys at Kamp Kill Kare, he teaches English 
at Phillips Exeter Academy. 
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PUBLICITY AND MEMBERSHIP 

For the benefit of all who read the LONG TRAIL 
NEWS we quote from Jack Martin's publicity and 
member.;hip lett~r of last July sent to End-to
Enders: 

"The main purpose of the Green Mountain Club 
is to make the mountains play a larger part in the 
life of Vermont, Vermonters, and All who are lovers 
of the out-of-doors. In this connection the Club is
sues the maps and other literature which was de
scribed in our previous letter. 

"Our biggest expenditure goes for the construc
tion and maintenance of the Trails and Shelters. If 
you are already a member of the GMC, then we 
thank you for your dues money which helps to make 
all these things possible. If you are not now a mem
ber of the GMC, or if your membership has lapsed, 
we urgently request that you consider becoming a 
member for the mere writing of a letter to us stating 
your desire and enclosing the $5. dues payment. 
With about 60 shelters and 425 miles of trails in the 
Long Trail system, you can see that there is much 
to be done." 

In line with the above we know of one GMCer 
who gets into a conversation with all hikers he meets 
on the Trail, and eventually asks in a polite, un
antagonistic way, "Why aren't you a member of 
the GMC?" 

Another member carries at least five Guide Books 
!n his pack on all Trail trips, and when a potential 
buyer of a Guide Book says, "I must get a Guide 
Book," our GMCer has a quick reply. It works. 

Hundreds of people are using the Long Trail and 
its shelters who have no idea how this "footpath in 
the wilderness" came to be. Many others assume it 
is maintained with State or Federal funds. Very few 
seem to care how it came to be or how it is main
tained. It is there. It is free for the use of all hikers
"so let's enjoy it," is the philosophy of some. 

We are living in a rapidly changing era. Fifty 
years ago when the Long Trail was first established, 
volunteer labor for Trail work could be had almost 
without asking for it. Funds and memberships were 
more easily obtained; or so it seems. Thinking back 
to some of the stories told by the late Willis Ross, 
charter member, and one of the great workers for 
the Club, we recall the following: Willis once told 
the story of going out on Merchants Row in Rutland, 
Vermont at a time when a new shelter was being 
built, and funds were low. He knew most of the 
business and professional men of the city, and didn't 
hesitate to stop them, and tell them the GMC story. 
He received many a contribution and membership 
in this way. Times have changed. Men have changed. 
Perhaps the Willis Ross approach wouldn't work 
today. But certainly his zeal would. 

When new trails are being blazed in any field, 
enthusiasm is bound to be high. After fifty years, a 
story becomes an old story, and harder to sell. On 
the other hand, if you have a good story, like a good 
product, it should be ageless. Let's bring back the 
enthusiasm our charter members had, for after all, 
we have a very good story to tell. 

PROGRESS AND THE WILDERNESS BILL 

Action on S. 1123, the Wilderness Bill, will be 
taken by our government in January. It is the hope 
of Conservationists that it will be favorably acted 
upon. This bill has been proposed for three reasons: 

1. It establishes wilderness preservation as a 
policy of Congress and applies this policy to areas 
of land, such as parks, national forests, and refuges, 
where wilderness preservation fits in with other 
programs. 

2. It makes it impossible for a bureau chief or 
Cabinet officer to abolish a wilderness area, reduce 
it in size, or add to it, merely by affixing his signa
ture to an executive order. 

3. It gives the general public-the people who 
own the public lands-a voice in saying what shall 
be done with the wilderness areas. This voice would 
be exercised in two ways-at public hearings, and 
through their elected representatives in Congress. 

For more information on this bill, write to Citi
zen's Committee on Natural Resources, 321 Dupont 
Circle Bldg., 1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Wash
ington 6, D. C. 

Today the word "progress" is more than ever be
fore in the minds of Americans. And just what is 
progress? According to the dictionary it means 
"moving forward toward a goal." What is the goal 
we are rushing forward toward in our desire for 
progress? Is it the dollar sign? In our mad scramble 
to get places faster, to have more and better prod
ucts, are we losing sight of other values? Are we 
actually making for ourselves an ugly devastated 
country? By stripping the land of its resources, 
building superhighways, polluting our streams, and 
poisoning the air, the sea and the land, can we claim 
that we are enriching human life for ourselves and 
future generations? Progress, yes, but in the wrong 
direction. Of course, it all simmers down to what 
our goals are. 

As a relief from the tensions of urban living, the 
wilderness offers respite to the weary. Anyone who 
has ever driven bumper to bumper for hours, trying 
to find a little spot of wilderness, must realize that 
nature's gift to man is becoming more and more 
difficult to find. Let's do something about it before 
it is too late. 

ANOTHER END-TO-ENDER 

I have been hiking the Long Trail for over thirty 
years with a few gaps enforced by residence in 
California, Washington, and Philadelphia. I started 
in with my father who is devoted to mountains in 
general and the Green Mountains in particular. As 
a result of this early start I have covered the central 
sections of the Trail anywhere from two to six 
times. 

Seven years ago I decided to initiate my children 
to the joys of the Long Trail, and we did the section 
from Brandon Gap to Sherburne Pass. Doug was 
seven, Nancy eleven and Woody nine. They loved it. 

From then on part of every summer was spent in 
Vermont. The following year we added a cousin and 
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a friend to our party, and did the Monroe Skyline. 
The next year the boys and I and a friend for 
Woody did the section from the Lamoille to Bolton. 
If you recall, that was the year of the two hurricanes, 
and we played tag with them for a week. It rained 
every day. We soon gave up any pretense of trying 
to keep dry while hiking. It was on this trip that 
we met Mr. Cowles (son of the Cowles cut-off 
Cowles) and his son up on Mansfield. We agreed 
that none but idiots and mountain lovers would be 
wandering around in such weather. 

The next year the boys and a friend for each and 
I came from Brandon Gap to Bolton. The following 
summer Nancy joined us again, and brought a 
friend, and seven of us again did the section from 
the Lamoille to Taylor, and came out via Lake 
Mansfield. 

The next summer Doug and I took the baby, 
Susan, then seven, on a short trip from Shrewsbury 
to Sherburne Pass. She, too, loved it, and now de
mands her yearly trip. Later that year Doug and a 
friend and I again did the Monroe Skyline, and Susie 
came too. This summer eight of us again came from 
French Camp to Bolton in June. In the middle of 
July, Doug and I did the southern end of the trail 
from Shrewsbury to Massachusetts in seven days. 
It was a wonderful trip all the way. In August Doug 
and one of his friends and I did the northern section 
from the Lamoille to Canada. Also wonderful. 

The most interesting stretch of the Trail is per
haps in the Mansfield region, but I think I say that 
remembering the many side trails which we cover 
each time we go there. Wall Street and the W ampa
hoofus are interesting and fun to do, as is the Nose, 
and Nebraska Notch. 

No particular stretch of the trail stands out as 
exceptionally difficult. I remember only a fifty-pound 
pack with which we started one trip (never again), 
and a three hour trip over Madonna and in to 
Sterling Pond in the pouring rain and utter darkness. 
It was impossible to see your hand before your face, 
Woody and a friend had gone ahead with the only 
flashlight (and truly it was almost worse than 
nothing). Doug and I followed the Trail which 
neither of us had ever covered before. I still marvel 
that not once did we get off-or if we did we got 
back on without knowing the difference. 

One of our most interesting experiences occurred 
when we were staying a couple of nights in Taft. 
Late in the afternoon a party of young boys about 
ten to twelve years old began dragging in, carrying 
cans under their arms, and trailing blankets after 
them. There were fourteen in all and with the last 
came a young man who introduced himself as 
Brother John. We assumed this was another camp 
having an outing until he said something about 
being "only a lay brother." We asked where they 
were from and they told us they were from an 
orphanage in Burlington. This was obviously a first 
trip for everyone including Brother John and also 
the Sisters who had shopped for them, and had sent 
along a gallon can of bean sprouts instead of baked 
beans, fresh corn on the cob and such fare. (I 
wonder what ever happened to that can of bean 

sprouts.) We were able to help them a bit, and 
thoroughly enjoyed doing so, they were so en
thusiastic and appreciative. After supper they raced 
over the mountain for a while, and then hovered 
over our youngsters while they played cards by 
candlelight. We usually have toast and butter after 
supper, and fortunately we had plenty, so Nancy 
made toast for a couple of hours and passed it 
around. They chattered and giggled all over the 
lodge. We wondered if they would be able to settle 
down when bedtime came, and when finally we were 
all bedded down they were still chattering though 
very quietly. After about ten minutes Brother John 
said something to them very softly. Then they said 
their prayers all together, and there wasn't another 
sound all night long. When they wakened in the 
morning they were as considerate of those who were 
sleeping as they could be, and shushed each other 
constantly. Unfortunately it was a rainy morning, 
but that meant they could take a long time over 
their scrambled-literally-pancakes, and get their 
blankets rolled a little more compactly. We had 
fallen in love with them all. 

My enthusiasm springs not only from my love of 
the Long Trail, but from my gratitude to those who 
continue to make it possible for my children and 
their friends to know and love the outdoors and the 
wilderness as I wish every child could. In appreci
ation we always try to leave a better camp than we 
find, though sometimes all we can do to improve on 
the situation is to cut extra wood or split kindling. 
I don't know to whom praise should go, but the 17 5 
miles of trail we covered this summer was in wonder
ful condition and the camps and shelters were 
superlative. 

ELIZABETH McKAIN 

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED 
BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (TITLES 39, UNITED 
STATES CODE, Section 233) SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE
MENT, AND CIRCULATION OF 

THE LONG TRAIL NEWS, published 4 times a year at Rutland, Vermont for October 
1959. 

l. The namrs .and nddl'll8Sell of Umpublishor, ooitor. u1oru1ging editor, and business 
man•gcra ore: P11b!j,,het, 'rEIE OID.:E, MOUN1'A1 CLDB, INC .. Rutland, Vt.; 
Etlit<>r, Mary Perkins, Rutilllld, Vt.; Mrulllgiog otlitot, nono; Bu<inai Mnnager, Minerva 
flinchey, llulland, Vt . 

2. '!'ho.owner is: (if ownod by n corporation its nnmo Md ndclrl'SS muat bo ~!ntcd nud 
1w immctliotoly thoreundoi; tl10 nam .. •nd •tldr~or •lockholdcni owni.ug or lroldiu~ 

l wrcont or more totnl nmouni of stock. Tf no\ owned by a cor]lOrnt.ion , th~ n•mM and 
nddr"""'1S of the individual owners ·m113t bo givon. 1£ owned by n partmin1hip or othor 
unincorpornted firm, lte name ""d nddr~. "" well 38 thnL 0£ 11110!1 individual member 
must be given.) THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC., RUTLAND, VT.: Presi
dent, Donald Kent,_Newfane, Vt.; Treasurer, T. N. Goddard, Bennington, Vt. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 
1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If there 
are none, so state.) NONE 

4. Porngraphs 2 •nd 3 lnalodo, io MBl\ll wbcro tho otocl<holdor or security holdffr 
nppCIU"s upon the hooks of the oomprmy as lnll!too or in an:r olh r fiduduy relation, llro 
nnme of tho perwn or corporotion for w.hom eucl1 ltuatoo is aoting: ol8o the stnt-0monta 
in \he tw.o parogr~plui show the arr.ani'e full kuowlMgc And belief as to the drcmn
ston°"" and condition under whioh stookholdara nnd seourit-y holders who do no\ nJlponr 
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a capacity other 
than that of a bona fide owner. 

5. Tho vorul!.e numbor cf aopi"" of caoh ii;suo of this publicntion sold or distributed, 
lhrcugh th• ma.ih or otherwiM, to pajd subiroribors duriOjt th~ 12 montll!I preceding 
the dole shown nbovc wSB: (This i11formnllon is r"'lui"'~ frcru dolly\ IVCcldy, semi
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MINERVA HINCHEY 
(Business Manager) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 16th day of Sept. 1959. 
Fred Field, Notary Public 

(My commission expires Feb. 10, 1961) 


