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Editor 
MARY PERKINS 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Another hiking season on the Long Trail has come 

to a close, and only the most hardy of our members 
will be venturing forth on snowshoes and skis to en
joy a winter adventure on the Trail. 

The year 1957 witnessed many important GMC 
events. The bridge over Clarendon Gorge was of
ficially opened; our esteemed trustee, Roy Buchanan, 
had a mountain in northern Vermont named in his 
honor; the annual Intersectional at Smuggler 's Notch 
was enjoyed by many of our members and proved 
to be one of the best ever held ; several of our mem
bers and friends received their coveted End-to-End 
award for having hiked the entire Trail; and the 
season was appropriately closed by a Trail Confer
ence in Rut land to study ways and means of improv
ing trail and shelter maintenance. 

As the 1958 hiking season approaches, your presi
dent and trustees are looking forward to another 
good year on the Trail. You will note in this and 
succeeding editions of the NEWS that our plans in
clude: a supplement to the 1956 Guide Book; en
couragement of better attendance at the Annual 
Meeting; completion of the Trail relocation at the 
Winooski River by t he Long Trail Patrol; active 
trail and shelter maintenance by all Sections; and 
an Intersectional as good as last year's. 

Mark your calendar now to reserve May 31st for 
the Annual Meeting at the Long Trail Lodge. 

ARTHUR R. KOERBER, President 

REMINDERS OF COMING EVENTS 
Trustees Meeting-Sometime in April in Rutland, 

. Vt. 
GMC Annual Meeting-May 31, 1958 at Long Trail 

Lodge 
Supplement to Guide Book-to be available April 

1st. 
1958 INTERSECTIONAL-Sometime in August in 

the Killington Sec
tion's area. Possibly at 
the foot of Blue Ridge 
Mt. 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

SUPPLEMENT TO 1956 GUIDE BOOK 
A Supplement to the 1956 Guide Book will be is

sued and ready for d istr ibu tion by Ap,ril 1st. It will 
contain items of major importance for the hiker, in
cluding t he listing of important changes and ad
dit ions to the Long Trail aud its shelters. 

This Supplement will be given free with each new 
sale of a 1956 Guide Book. 

Anyone who already has a 1956 Guide Book and 
desires a Supplement, may obtain one by mail from 
The Green Mountain Club Inc. 108 Merchants Row, 
Rutland, Vermont. The price is ten cents each post
paid. 

PORCUPINE CONTROL 

A porcupine control program has been initiated 
by the Vermont Department of Forest and Parks. 
This project was authorized by the last session of 
the Legislature when $5,000 was appropriated for 
experimental porcupine control. 

No attempt will be made to exterminate or eradi
cate the pest, but control measures will be carried 
out where there is significant economic damage and 
concentrations of the animal. 

A field force of five persons will carry on the work 
during the winter when the animal can be easily lo
cated. 

Several methods of control will be tried, specially 
prepared poison bait, harmless to other forms of ani
mal life, has proved effective in tests conducted by 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Trapping and shoot
ing will also be used. 

In cooperation with the Vermont Fish & Game 
Service, experiments will be made to determine the 
feasibility and practicability of the reestablishment 
of the fisher which is about the ooly predator of t he 
porcupine. The fisher roamed Vermont in t he early 
days. T he release ol pairs (fishers in certain wilder
ness areas may hasten the natural control of the 
porcupme. 
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LETTERS 
To the Editor: 

My wife and I share the apprehension of the Long 
Trail Conservation Committee, as reported in the 
November issue of THE LONG TRAIL NEws, over the 
projected development of the Lincoln Mountain ski 
area. 

Based on past experience, we have nothing to look 
forward to in this development but a further loss of 
beauty, a further loss of sanctuary. There is little 
enough left of quiet and peace even here in hereto
fore "unspoiled Vermont. It is discouraging to think 
that it is our federal government, in the shape of the 
National Forest Service, that will be instrumental 
in decreasing still more our all too small wilderness 
areas. 

I should like to know whether the Forest Service 
decided on its own volition that a ski area was needed 
in the Lincoln Mountain area, or whether it (the 
Forest Service) was inspired by private enterprise? 
What are we to expect next? Commercial swimming 
pools-bowling alleys-out-door theatres? All at a 
modest fee, of course, to be paid to the public
spirited company who was responsible for bringing 
these blessings ( ?) of civilization to a public until 
now unaware of what it was missing to make its com
munings with nature complete! 

My wife and I moved to Vermont from a crowded 
metropolitan area in the innocent belief that we were 
getting closer to nature. We thought that as long as 
we were willing to make use of our legs as motive 
power, we would always be able to escape the din of 
traffic, the glare of neon lights, the dust and rush and 
pressures of our civilization. It seems we were mis
taken. Where can we go now? 

I and my wife are firmly opposed to any commer
cial development of Lincoln Mountain as unneces
sary and uncalled for, as detrimental to the best in
terests of those who love the woods-in short, as a 
betrayal (I use the word advisedly) of those for whom 
the Green Mountain National Forest was supposedly 
established. 

Dear Mr. Koerber: 

Very sincerely, 

HOWARD AND EDITH BLOOM 
26 Summer Street, Apt. 1-B 
Montpelier, Vermont 

A friend and I have just completed a hiking and 
camping trip of nine days on the Long Trail from 
Clarendon shelter to Carmel camp. This was my 
second such trek, having gone from Bromley Moun
tain to East Clarendon in 1955. This year's experi
ence, though not quite equalling the former (I think 
you will agree that first experiences can never be 
duplicated), was thrilling and full of beauty. To me, 
hiking in the wilderness is the ideal way to spend a 
vacation. In this way one can come closer to imbibing 
the beauties of his surroundings than in any other 
way. I hope eventually to cover all of the Long Trail, 
or at least most of it. 

The evening I arrived home from Vermont I found 
the August issue of THE LONG TRAIL NEWS awaiting 
me. I read your "President's Message" in which you 

mentioned the experience of a family at Glen Ellen 
Lodge who were "kept awake most of the night by 
the uncouth and loud conversation of a group of boys 
who shared the lodge with them." Happily my ex
perience and that of my friend at Pico shelter 
was quite the opposite. Soon after arriving at Pico 
early in the afternoon, three teenaged boys appeared 
from around the corner of the shelter. These were 
three of the finest kids I've ever met. I'm sure they 
must have been disappointed to find the shelter oc
cupied by two girls old enough to be their mothers, 
but they showed no sign of this. Instead . . . they 
chopped wood for us, built fires, gave us some of their 
food supplies ... one of the boys blew up my air mat
tress. They crawled into their sleeping bags about 
the same time we snuggled down in ours . . . There 
was a minimum of talk back and forth after retiring. 
All in all, these boys were commendably thoughtful 
and considerate. They helped to strengthen my con
fidence in today's teenagers. 

All along the Trail we met fine, wholesome people. 
One regrets that contacts with such persons are so 
fleeting. Rarely do you even find out a person's name 
... It's rather like "ships that pass in the night." 

Only one day (our last day out) from Noyes Pond 
to Carmel camp did we have rough going trailwise. 
We found the ridge traveling rather tricky and 
strenuous, and at a few places we were uncertain of 
our way because we saw no blazes, and also the signs 
were washed out and faded. In addition there was a 
lot of fallen timber across the Trail in this area. But 
we certainly suffered no hardships, nor did we lose 
the way. 

Throughout our trip we remarked to each other 
frequently how marvelous it is that the Green Moun
tain Club has blazed and maintains this "footpath 
in the wilderness." I am sure that the vast amount of 
work done each year on the Trail and shelters is be
yond our imaginations. Our gratitude for the privi
lege of traveling on the Trail and using its shelters 
is deep and genuine. I am convinced that the experi
ence of hiking and camping in the wilderness has no 
equal. One begins to feel more like the person God 
intended him to be-full of health, free from cares 
and worries, and at peace with himself, with the 
world, and with God. 

Sincerely yours, 

HARRIET M. SPANGLER 
116 Elm Avenue, 
Mount Vernon, New York 

Gentlemen: 
For a number of years we have sent our children 

on camping trips along the Long Tra,il. These groups 
have been privileged to use the facilities which your 
Club maintain. 

As a token of our appreciation of your work, we 
are enclosing a small contribution. We wish it could 
be more for this does in no way reflect our gratitude 
for the opportunities for outdoors experiences which 
you help to make possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
MELVIN E. SCHOONOVER, Administrator 
East Harlem Protestant Parish 
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The following are extracts from letters sent to our 
Chairman of Conservation in regard to the Lincoln 
Mt. ski development: 

From the secretary of the U.V.M. Outing Club: 
''. . . We wish to add our opposition to such a de
velopment in that area. 

"We object to the commercialization of the rela
tively small area of wilderness which remains here 
in Vermont ... We feel that such a development 
constitutes improper use of National Forest land. 

" ... Our Outing Club is active in skiing and mem
bers of the club are automatically members of the 
U. S. Eastern Amateur Ski Assos. As skiers, we feel 
that there are already sufficient skiing facilities in 
the state, and to develop more of the unspoiled land 
for this purpose is unfair to those who, like us, are 
Conservation minded.'' 

From an A.M.C.-G.M.C. New York city mem
ber: " ... As an enthusiastic skier, I hasten to send 
this letter ... I really think that skiers have amply 
enough variety of places to ski at ... thought should 
be also given to the hikers, from whom more and 
more territory is taken away. It is my earnest, ardent 
hope that this development will NOT be carried 
out." 

From the Chairman of the Cabot Fund Program 
in Aviation at Norwich University: " ... Too often 
those who are in charge of our National Forests seem 
to come in closer contact with those who are trying 
to exploit them ... than with those who are con
cerned with the real purposes of these forests which 
are owned by all the people of the country and should 
be conserved for their benefit. 

'' ... The Long Trail and all that goes with it means 
much to this generation and should mean even more 
to coming generations. It should be possible for the 
commercially inclined to carry on their developments 
elsewhere, and those in charge of the National 
Forests should be the first to lead in the fight to see 
that this is done ... " 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 

The holidays for New York Section members were 
saddened by the sudden passing of our President, 
Grenville T. Anderson, a few days before Christmas. 
He was an enthusiastic outdoor person, always get
ting much from, and giving much to, all our activi
ties. This Section has lost a good member and friend. 

Louise Goeres, who was Vice President, is now 
President. 

Our new bulletin lists several fine Sunday hikes; 
three skiing trips; and two that promise skating. In 
addition, there are two trips to different museums, 
a visit to the opera, and Camp Thendara is open on 
several weekends. 

A square dance is set for February 14th; the An
nual Business Meeting for March 28th; and the al
ways popular dinner dance for April 18th. 

At our January 9th meeting, Roland Palmedo 
showed us his fine movies of skiing in various parts 
of the world, and as an added attraction, pictures 
of a canoe cruise down the Yampa and Green Rivers 
in Dinosaur National Monument. We saw in these 

pictures much striking scenery that would have been 
destroyed if the controversial dam had been con
structed there. Through the efforts of conservation
ists in all parts of the country, this outstanding 
scenery has been preserved for us and future gener
ations to enjoy. 

LILLIAN p. LODGE 

KILLINGTON SECTION REPORTS 

Killington Section members send their apologies 
to Burlington Section members for not showing up 
at the Voter-White Lodge on the Sunday of Novem
ber 24th. This was supposed to be a joint hike. How
ever, inclement weather was too much for the Kil
lingtonians. 

The annual rummage sale netted $96. for the Sec
tion's treasury. For the past several years this money 
making project has helped pay for work and materi
als on our Trails and shelters. 

A December hike up Mt. Carmel was taken by a 
group of six hikers who found the Trail from New 
Boston "doubling as a brook course for most of the 
way on this particular day." The small camp on the 
slopes of Carmel was found to be in good condition, 
but the dooryard "left much to be disired." If there 
was a specially designated dump area with a di
rection sign indicating the dump, it might help. 

Snow was late in coming to Vermont this year. 
This helped a Killington Section work party get a 
new-old stove into Clarendon Lodge during the 
Christmas holidays. A junior member, Roger Pike, 
got the loan of a Jeep truck, and with six other "mus
cle men" the big kitchen range type of stove was 
brought in. Work was also done on the windows on 
this day. 

The Trail by moonlight is something to write 
home about! If you have never tried it, this writer 
suggests you do so at the time of the next full moon. 
It is one thing to be caught on the Trail without a 
light, either moon or flashlight-that could be dis
asterous. But a planned moonlight hike is something 
different. And so it was with our January 4th hike 
into Tucker Lodge. The moon was big and bright. 
The Trail and woods were covered with enough snow 
to present a pretty picture but not enough to call 
for the use of snowshoes, and a flashlight was not 
needed because of the brightness of the night. The 
temperature was five degrees below zero, and the 
ten hardy hikers who walked in to the Lodge were 
bundled in enough layers of clothing for an arctic 
expedition. 

After a person graduates from the teen age, or 
perhaps the middle thirties, it takes a bit of a push 
to leave the creature comforts of a fireside, a good 
book, music, or what have you on a cold winter night. 
To venture out just to walk in the light of the moon, 
with destination a cold mountain-side camp, is apt 
to bring shouts of "are you crazy?" from the un
·initiated. 

Flashlights were needed inside the lodge. A dim 
burning lantern was also put to use, and wood was 
found neatly stacked. It took some time for the cof
fee water to heat (this one gal. of water had been 
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lugged in by our good "old reliable"). Usuaµy on 
these winter trips we are able to melt snow m the 
big coffee pot and get our water that way. 

It seemed warmer as we walked back to the cars. 
It wasn't though. It was just that our circulation 
had improved, and we were alive again, filled with 
the joy that comes from an awareness of all the 
beauties this old world of ours has to offer when we 
arouse ourselves from lethargy. 

There is to be a snowshoe hike in to Clarendon 
Lodge Sunda}'.", the 19th. From the all ;veather re
ports, there will be plenty of snow for this one. 

NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE 
Green Mountain Club members are again cordially 

invited to attend the New England Trail Conference 
to be held April 5th at the University of Massa
chusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts. 

The meeting opens at 10 A.M. at Skinner Hall 
with our own GMC President, Arthur R. Koerber, 
presiding as Chairm::in of the Conference. A~ this 
time, reports on trails and shelters by constituent 
organizations of the New England Trail Conference 
will be given. 

All meetings will be held in Skinner Hall. Lunch, 
starting at 12 :15 P.M. may be obtained a~ down
town eating places. The afternoon and evemng pro
gram certainly speaks for itself as being splendid 
entertainment. 

2 :00 P.M. "On the Trail-Connecticut to Canada" 
-Max H. Sauter, Pittsfield, Vice-Pres., 
Appalachian Trail Conference. 

3 :00 P.M. Panel Discussion-"Camping and Hik
ing How-to-Do's" Moderator-John H. 
Hitchcock, Worcester, G.M.C. and 
A.M.C. with Jim Green, Worcester; 
Ben Rolston, Schenectady; Harold Cary 
and John Vondell, Amherst. 

4:00 P.M. "Hiking in Colorado"-Miss Edith M. 
Libby, Northampton. Appalachian 
Mountain Club. 

5 :45 P.M. Dinner-Masonic Hall, Amherst. $1.50 
by ticket only. Ticket purchases close 
April 1. Tickets from Dr. C. A. Peters, 
Amherst, Mass. Write directly to Dr. 
Peters (with check) or purchase from 
your organization. 

7 :00 P.M. Skit: Metawampe Club 
7 :30 P .M. "The Wonderful Life Cycles Around 

Bogs." Imagine the amazing amount of 
wildlife that lives around a bog and 
what happens during the year. 
Stanley 0. Grierson, Naturalist and 
Photographer, Katonah, N. Y. 

Last year more than thirty GMC members at
tended this conference. Let's make it fifty this year, 
and bring back to our own Sections and Organization 
an abundance of pep and enthusiasm to help make 
a bigger and better Green Mountain Club. 

1958 GMC ANNUAL MEETING 
Plans for the Annual meeting are being written 

up in this issue of the NEWS so that we may en
courage a big attendance at this event. Remember 
this is your Club, and you, as a Member-at-Large, 
or a Section Member are welcome a t this meeting. 
In fact, by your presence you give support and en
couragement to the officers of the Club. Further
more, if you have suggestions or recommendations 
for the good of the Club you may stand up and be 
heard. Then there is the personal side. From attend
ing these meetings over the years you get to know 
members from other Sections and Members-at-Large. 
It is like meeting old and dear friends. If you have 
never attended an Annual Meeting, won't you give 
it some thought and try to come this year? Read the 
following tentative program, and mark your calen
dar with a star for May 31-Long Trail Lodge
Sherburne, Vt. 

Tentative Program 
10:00 A.M. Coffee hour at Deer Leap Chalet

Long Trail Lodge 
11 :00 A.M. Business meeting-reports from Sec

tions etc. 
12 :30 P.M. Luncheon 

After luncheon meeting will re-convene for further 
business. 

Trustees Meeting at the close of business meeting. 
Walks may be taken on trails around the Lodge 

in the afternoon. 
6 :00 P.M. Supper 
8 :00 P.M. Mr. C. Ross McKenney, Dartmouth 

Outing Club, famous guide and racon
teur will entertain. 

Mr. Donald Kent, chairman of the program for 
the Annual meeting, has requested that members 
having slides of hiking activities on the Long Trail 
bring them to the meeting. If time permits, they will 
be shown to the assemblage. 

End-to-Enders are especially urged to attend. 
The Sunday program consists of hikes. The Brat

tleboro Section invites all who are interested to join 
them for a day of hiking in their area. Taxi service 
via jeep will be available from the foot of Prospect 
Mountain up the old Rootville road to Swezey Camp, 
on the plateau. Details will be given at the meeting 
for reaching the Rootville road from Manchester 
Depot. Signs will be erected at the turn-off from 
Route 11. 

The Perkins Camp in Mendon will be open as 
usual, without charge, to members who may wish 
to camp either in the Cottage house, on the grounds, 
or in the cabins and tents in the woods. Bring your 
own sheets, blankets, and food. 

Notice: Please send changes of address to Miss 
Minerva Hinchey, Green Mountain Club Inc., 108 
Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 
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COMPANY IN THE MOUNTAINS 

By GRANGET L. KAMMERER 

Mrs. Kammerer and I picked up our nephew, 
Bruce Schoonover, a thirteen year old camping lover 
at Monroe, in Orange County, N. Y., and reached 
Middlebiu·y Gap, the jumping-off point for Lake 
Pleiad, early in the afternoon of Tuesday, August 
20th. There even was time for a stop at Middlebury 
to purchase fo d and a U. S. Geological Survey topo
graphic map . The book store has a good selection of 
these maps and their use adds immensely to the en
joyment of hiking. 

The road through the gap is being reconstructed 
this summer so we needed help from the construction 
foreman to get our car off the road and out of the 
way of his earth-moving machinery. 

We walked past the lake without seeing it, as did 
the campers who preceded us. There is a profusion 
of ski trails in the area and we had followed one of 
these although we realized that the Long Trail's 
familiar white blazes were missing. Bruce and I fi
nally located the lake, by now many, many feet below 
us by reaching Voter Lodge at the lookout not far 
from the top of the Middlebury College Ski Bowl 
lift. Now if I had trusted the map, I would have 
known that such climbing as we were doing simply 
did not fit into the picture for reaching the lake. 

Wednesda) morning we returned to !viiddlebm·y 
for more supplies, then drove to Huntington. Center, 
forty miles away, to gain. access to the Camel's Hump 
area of the mountains. The road from the general 
store to the side trails lets your auto do some of the 
less attractive roadwork, but there is still plenty of 
legwork, and practically all uphill to get to the Long 
Trail. We chose the Trail to Montclair Glen Lodge 
with the idea of staying there and going up and down 
the Hump the following day. This worked out well. 
The two miles to the Lodge with our packs was an 
afternoon 's good work. The four miles total the next 
day was a omparative breeze because we had only 
one knapsack and canteens to carry. The return to 
Huntington Center on the following day (Friday) 
was practically the equivalent of gliding. 

If ) ou are used t Lo·ng Island's topography, 
Camel's Hump is bound to appear formidable with 
its rocky knob nnd surrounding cliffs. This is espe
cially so if you view it from the field where cars may 
be parked at the end of the road from Huntington 
Center. But w all found that hiking consists of put
t ing one foot in front of (and frequently above or 
below) the other, and that the miles somehow are 
thus overed, and the ups and downs are Battened. 

We have learned to appreciate the trail-blrur..er's 
art and the great gift of the mountains's springs. 
Bruce showed his appreciation of the work of those 
who labor on the Trail by asking as practically his 
first question after reaching the Lodge, "How did 
the stove get up here?" With.out any urging he swept 
the floor as it pr bably nevet· has been swept. 

Mrs. Kammerer did wonders with the cooking. I 
had my hands full with the problem of wood supply. 
Each of us is a better person for having seen the land 
stretched away from us as we stood on the Hump, 

and for realizing a little better what God hath 
wrought. 

NOTICE: Please send Section reports to the editor 
the 15th of the month preceding publication date. 
The Long Trail News is published in February, May, 
August, and November. The deadline for sending in 
news for the May issue is April 15th. 

Editor's note: This article appeared in the Worcester 
Sunday Telegram's "Feature Parade" August 11, 
1957, and is reprinted here by permission of the pub
lisher. Miss Green is a Green Mountain Club member 
of long standing, and knows whereof she speaks. 

Want to be a 
TRAIL CLEARER? 

By FRANCES GREEN 

Worcester area men have maintained part of Vermont's 
famed 260-mile footpath for 30 years 

Some men play golf or tennis in their spare time. 
Others prefer to watch ball games or wrestling 
matches. There's one group of Worcester area men, 
however, who think the best fun of all is to spend a 
weekend working on the Long Trail, in southern Ver
mont. 

This is the "work party," more formally known 
as the Trails & Shelters Committee of the Worcester 
Section, Green Mountain Club, who for 30 years 
have maintained part of Vermont's famed 260-mile 
footpath and so opened up a scenic wilderness to 
thousands of hikers. 

George F. E. Story of Leicester is the dean of this 
"do-it-yourself" group. Story was one of the early 
hikers and trail clearers of the Long Trail, and he can 
still outwalk many of the younger men. 

Chairman of the local Trails & Shelters Committee 
for many years was Louis T. Bigelow, formerly of 
Shrewsbury and now of Randolph, Vt. Though un
able to take active part in recent years, Bigelow still 
retains much interest in the project, and no work 
trip is complete without a message from him and a 
report of progress sent back to him. 

Bigelow was succeeded by James A. Green of 
Shrewsbury, and later by Robert W. Humes of Mill
bury. 

Current Trails & Shelters Chairman is Alan 
Gormly of Holden, a past president of the Worcester 
Section and a trustee of the parent Green Mt. Club 
that fosters the entire Long Trail, and like Green a 
trail worker for 25 years. . 

William N. Mitchell of 8 Birmingham Rd. is an
other trustee of the parent club who has also been 
an enthusiastic trail worker for many years. Other 
old timers in the group are John H. Hitchcock of 14 
Metcalf St. and Eric B. Carlson and John Lever of 
Shrewsbury. 

Among newer members are James L. Marston of 
49 Whitman Rd.,]. Verner Otterson of 10 Stoneleigh 
Rd., and Anthony G. Juckins of 71 Upsala St., and 
many other local men have also participated in past 
years. 
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This local work party is augmented by several 
devoted trail workers who, although they live in or 
near Amherst where all are long-time faculty mem
bers at University of Massachusetts, are well known 
in Worcester and members of the Worcester Section 
GMC. 

One of these men is Dr. Ralph Van Meter, retired 
president of the university, who seldom missed a 
work trip until disabled by illness several years ago. 
Others, still active after many years of Long Trail 
hiking and trail clearing, include Dr. Walter Banfield 
and Professors John V ondell, Arthur French, Donald 
LeCroix, George Alderman and Clark Thayer. 

The Worcester Section is responsible for maintain
ing trails and shelters between the summit of Glas
tonbury Mt. and the shores of Bourne Pond. This 
is a ruggedly mountainous area which includes 17 
miles of Long Trail, and 7 miles of side trails over 
3839 ft. Stratton Mt. and around the shore of Strat
ton Pond. It is the area near Stratton Pond, how
ever, that is considered the heart of these trails. 

Stratton is the largest pond on the Long trail and, 
many believe, the loveliest. About two miles around, 
it is roughly ovoid in shape, tapering to a narrow 
outlet at the west end, and surrounded by a ridge 
of thickly wooded hills whose mingled hardwoods 
and conifers are beautiful the year round. 

When Green Mt. Club hikers from Worcester first 
visited Stratton Pond, the only trail was a soggy 
woods path much of it along a long-abandoned 
corduroy logging road that spanned a big brushy 
swamp and provided uneasy footing at best. There 
was no shelter at the end of that trail, either, so this 
was truly a wilderness trip attracting only the hardi
est hiking enthusiasts. 

In the years since those early trips, the work party 
has relocated and improved this trail until now it is 
considered one of the finest sections of the Long Trail. 
It has not been an easy task, for nature quickly re
claims such areas. 

Several brooks which originally had to be forded 
at the expense of wet feet, have been bridged again 
and again over the years. 

One such bridge was moved by high water so many 
times that at last it was anchored where it usual1y 
landed, and the trail located to that point. 

A year or two later, the bridge was swept from 
its new site, this time beyond salvage. Beavers, too, 
have created trail problems, for their dams have 
flooded low areas and necessitated several relocations 
of trails and bridges. The work of such maintenance 
is endless and challenging, but this group of hard
working men has proved more than equal to it . 

Three of the five shelters along this part of the 
Long Trail are concentrated at Stratton Pond, where 
the first was built in 1929 and named for Willis Ross, 
an early Green Mt. Club president. It is a rough 
frame building with bunks for 12 and a small stove 
for cooking and heating, and originally the whole 
front opened out like barn doors, so that on fine days 
the whole cabin was open to breezes off the pond at 
its doorstep. 

Those big doors have long since been permanently 
nailed shut, but the camp is still one of the most 
popular along the Long Trail and is used every year 

by nearly 400 hikers and fishermen. Also at Stratton 
Pond are two newer shelters; the Annex, which re
placed a similar shelter that burned several years 
ago; and Stratton View Shelter, which like the Annex 
is an open Adirondack type log shelter. These, too, 
are in frequent use during the hiking months, despite 
the fact that the pond may be reached only on foot, 
carrying a pack, and the shortest route is the 3;!1 
miles north on the Long Trail, from the Arlington
W est Wardsboro road. 

Other shelters maintained by the local group are 
Webster Camp, located at the base of Stratton Mt. 
near a clearing where once Daniel Webster spoke to 
an audience said to have numbered 15,000; and boy
sized Caughnawauga Shelter on the north flank of 
Glastonbury Mt. 

The latter was built some years ago by campers 
from Camp Najerog, at Wilmington, who have tra
ditionally made an annual project of giving this part 
of the trail and this shelter their mid-summer face 
lifting. 

While less widely used than the camps at Stratton, 
both of these open front shelters are essential links 
in the Long Trail's chain of camps, for the use of 
hikers on prolonged trips. 

Dr. Van Meter once proposed to Bigelow the con
struction of a mechanized trail clearer with cutters 
and saws that would clear blowdowns and smooth 
trails at the touch of a button, having such comforts 
for the operator as a rocking chair, an umbrella or 
sunshade, and a fountain that would spray the sur
rounding atmosphere with fly dope and so defeat 
the onslaughts of pesky black flies. 

Unfortunately, trail maintenance cannot be so 
simplified by automation, but instead entails such 
hard manual labor. This is done during two annual 
weekend trips; one in mid-May, the other a mid
summer trip. During the spring weekend, if the 
snow is gone from the mountains the major part of 
trail clearing and shelter maintenance can be com
pleted. Then blowdowns that have fallen during the 
winter are removed from the trail, bridges are re
placed or repaired, shelters are cleaned and occasion
ally painted, and the blazes that guide hikers along 
the trails are relocated or repainted, using white paint 
to mark the Long Trail and blue for side trails. 

In mid-summer, grass and brush that have grown 
since spring must be cut back lest they crowd out 
the path, and any projects not completed during the 
earlier weekend are finished. 

The Work Party men take great pride in knowing 
that through their efforts many hikers will continue 
to enjoy this secluded mountain area. Then, too, 
they take time along the way to enjoy the wildlife 
and the flowers that are so plentiful along the Long 
Trail, and the several photographers among them 
find many pictorial subjects. As they sit around the 
campfire in the evening, after a day's work on the 
trail, the men have many new experiences to share 
and old jokes to re-enjoy. They know that their city 
muscles will be lame on Monday, but as they sit at 
Willis Ross Camp on a Saturday night, and watch 
the sun set over the far end of Stratton Pond, thev 
wouldn't swap the day's hard work for any other 
recreation they can think of. 


