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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Another hiking season on the Long Trail is well 

along. Judging by the letters received by your presi
dent from people who have already hiked parts of 
the Trail this season, our Footpath in the Wilderness 
is seeing considerable traffic this year. I am pleased 
that our Trail is being used, and that people write 
to our Club to tell us about their trips. Most of those 
who have written to us so far this year are not 
GMC'ers. However, it is my hope that by answering 
each of these letters with the personal attention they 
deserve, that some of these people will come back 
again, and that they will want to join our Club. 

Although many of the letters were written to tell 
us about some unfortunate experience, most in
cluded warm appreciative comments thanking the 
Green Mountain Club and its Sections for maintain
ing the Long Trail and its shelters and lodges. One 
man who deplored the confused and tangled condi
tions on top of Glastenbury, and who was unable to 
find the fire tower agreed in a later letter that he 
had probably missed the "sharp right tum" one half 
mile south of the summit. However, he was quick 
to point out that he thoroughly enjoyed the Strat
ton Pond-Prospect Rock section, and was pleased 
to hear that our Patrol had since placed a suitable 
arrow at the sharp comer on Glastenbury. 

Another person brought to our attention a prob
lem difficult to answer. He and his family were very 
pleased to find the wonderful location at Glen Ellen 
Lodge but were kept awake most of the night by the 
uncouth and loud conversation of a group of boys 
who shared the Lodge with them. This is a problem 
we all must share, the training of our youth to re
spect the rights of others. But even these people who 
experienced this unfortunate night have indicated 
that they are eager to try the Trail again. 

With the pleasant hiking weather of late sum
mer, early autumn and Indian Summer still ahead 
of us, it is your president's hope that he will meet 
many of you on the Long Trail and have a chance 
to exchange ideas and experiences. However, if I 
don't see each of you personally, please feel free to 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

write to me or one of the other Trustees to give us 
your ideas on what improvements the Club could 
make, what you think we should do about it, and 
what you particularly like about our Club that should 
be expanded. A Club is only as strong as its members 
make it, so if you have some good ideas, sit down 
and write to us. 

ARTHUR R. KOERBER,· President 

NOTES ON THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Green Mountain Club 
was held Saturday, June 1st, in the meeting hall of 
the Baptist Church in Rutland, Vermont. 

Mrs. Lillian P . Lodge was general chairman of 
arrangements. Miss Pearl Nichols and Miss Vera 
Perkins of the Killington Section served coffee and 
doughnuts before the business meeting started. 

Harold Collins, acting president, presided and 
called for reports from the officers, section repre
sentatives, and chairmen of committees. 

As most of the Section Reports given have been 
printed in the NEWS they need not be repeated. 
However, Montpelier and Barre Sections were heard 
from through letters sent to Miss Hinchey. Miss 
Pauline Calcagni, president of the Barre Section re
ported that there hasn't been much activity in her 
Section but she hopes to get the ball rolling again 
sometime in June. Miss Frances Holmes, president 
of the Montpelier Section sent in a very good report 
that will be printed elsewhere in this issue as Section 
News. The Middlebury Mountain Club .report was 
given by Carl A. Bricken. This will also be found 
under Section news. 

Mrs. Laura Woodward Abbot reported for the 
New York Section. It was a pleasure to have her 
with us at the annual meeting for she is one of the 
old-timers of the Green Mountain Club, having been 
a member since 1916. A camp north of Jay Peak is 
named in honor of her, the Laura Woodward Shelter. 

Miss Hinchey reported that the name THE GREEN 
MouNTAIN CLUB lNc. is now on the door at 108 
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Merchants Row in Rutland,-and that we will have 
a listing in the new t elephone directory in July. 
Since our last annual meeting we have sold 1022 
Guide Books; 459 direct and 563 wholesale. The 
Trail cards are being kept up to date as information 
comes into the office. She also reported that there 
are about 150 cook books left. 

In reporting for the publicity committee, Miss 
Gores invited all members to look at the Green 
Mountain Club display in the window of Wilson's 
Clothing store on Merchants Row. The committee 
in charge of getting this dispfa~y deserves a "thank 
you" for the amount of work involved and the good 
publicity obtained. 

Don Havens was officially appointed director of 
the Intersectional under the chairmanship of the 
Intersectional Committee. This year, the Inter
sectional will be held at the Mt. Mansfield State 
Park, AugLtst 17 and 18. 

Roy Buchanan stated that the Patrol would per
haps 1·elocate the Long Trail ou the north side of the 
Wmooski river this summe1·. He said that eventually 
Jay Camp will have to be moved as a road goes by 
it now. White Face camp will have to be re-built. 

The following tiustees were elected for thre 
years: Arthur Koerber, Alan Gormly, Louise Goeres, 
Larry Dean, and Paul 1 ewcomb. Ted Godard was 
elected clerk, Lillian Lodge was elected assistant 
clerk, and Minerva Hinchey was elected Cor. Secre
tary and Auditor. 

Trustees Meet: 
At the adjournment of the meeting in Rutland, 

the trustees drove to the Long Trail Lodge in Sher
burne and held their meeting there. Arthur Koerber 
was elected president, Ted Talbot, vice president; 
Ted Godard, treasurer. 

Evening program: 
Dinner was enjoyed by the many members who 

stayed for the evening at the Long Trail Lodge. 
After dinner the group went over to the Chalet 
where Arthur Field.send, a very talented photog
rapher, showed some excellent pictures from his 
Vermont Album collection. 

Sunday's program: 
The big event for Sunday wo.s to be the opening of 

the Clarendon Gorge Bridge, and then a hike up to 
Clarendon Lodge. But old man weather didn't co
operate. It was raining so hard that morning that 
all plans were cancelled, and new ones made. Every
one interested who could be contacted was called 
and told to meet at the Perkins Camp. Here, seven
teen GMCers gathered, sa.t around the :fireplace, 
told stories, viewed the new slide collection that the 
Killington Section has compiled, ate lunch, and then 
the 1·ain stopped. It was a quick decision. Everyone 
wanted to go down to see the new bridge. We had 
already seen pictures of it u11der construction, for 
Emile Boselli, the builder, had shown them on the 
screen. Now ';ve would see the b1·idge, and have the 
opening after all. 

Walking across the fifty-five foot span some 
thirty feet up in the air, gave the group quite a 

thrill. The news photographer had arrived, a suf
ficient number of GMC dignitaries were on hand, 
and the green ribbon was in place ready to be cut. 
All this took considerable maneuvering on the 
part of Jack Martin, president of the Killington 
Section. Three year old Carol Martin, daughter of 
the president of the section, did the cutting of the 
ribbon. Besides Carol and her Dad, Arthur Koerber, 
new GMC president, Emile and Cecile Boselli, the 
builders, were present for the official picture talcing. 

Next came the sp ch making, and Jack, very 
appropriately told the story of the bridge, and then 
presented Emile and Cecile with two small gifts 
from the Killington Section to show appreciation for 
the work they had done. 

By this time it was getting late in the afternoon, 
and several members had miles to go before reaching 
home so "Good··byes" were said, and thus closed 
another good Annual Meeting. 

NEW GMC COLOR SLIDE COLLECTION 
A new Long Trail color slide collection will be 

formed this fall to replace the GMC 100 slide set 
that has been in circulation many years. 

The committee of John Vondell, Frances Green, 
and Arthur Fieldsend are eager to view all types of 
scenes and activities taken on the Long Trail. 
Donations of originals would be doubly appreciated, 
but it is expected that most of the collection will be 
duplicates of borrowed slides. It will be necessary 
to hold the slides about a month for selection and 
duplication. Slides should bear descriptive captions. 
Final slides will list makers credit. 

The final set will include shelters, views, human 
interest, people hiking, equipment, signs, wild life, 
flowers, cooking, sleeping,-and, in general "life on 
the Long Trail." 

Please ship slides to John H. Vondell, 80 Fearing 
St., Amherst, Mass. Acknowledgement will be re
turned at once. 

JOHN H. V ONDELL, Chairman 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
TRAIL CONFERENCE 

In conjunction with the Trustees Meeting No
vember 2nd, 1957, the Green Mountain Club Trail 
Conference will be held in Rutland, Vermont. It is 
hoped that all Section Chairmen of Trails and 
Shelters, the Long Trail Patrol Chairman, and a 
representative from all organizations who do work 
on the Long Trail will be present. 

From a meeting such as this, much good can be 
accomplished by the exchange of ideas and knowl
edge of Trail conditions. 

CRAIGUE S. PERKINS, Chairman 

NOTICE: INTERSECTIONAL-Date : August 17 
at Mt. Mansfield State Park. 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB OFFICERS 
AS OF JUNE 1957 

President, Arthur Koerber 
107 Brighton Ave., Pittsfield, Mass. 

Vice President, Theodore H. Talbot, Jr. 
Wilmington, Del. 

Clerk and Treasurer, Ted N. Goddard 
Old Bennington, Vt. 

Asst. Clerk, Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge 
700 Balsam Way, Union, N.]. 

Car. Sec. and Auditor, Minerva Hinchey 
108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

Trustees Ex-officio until June 1958 
Ted N. Goddard 
Minerva Hinchey 

Trustees until June 1958 
John Paulson 

Silk St., Bennington, Vt. 
Harold Collins 

University of Vt., Burlington, Vt. 
Roy Buchanan 

23 Hillcrest Rd., Burlington, Vt. 
Donald Kent · 

Newfane, Vermont 
John Martin 

7 Curtis Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

Trustees until June 1959 
Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge 
Craigue S. Perkins 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 
William N. Mitchell 

8 Birmingham Rd., vVorcester, Mass. 
John H. Vondell 

80 Fearing St., Amherst, Mass. 
Theodore H. Talbot, Jr. 

Trustees until June 1960 
Arthur Koerber 
Paul S. Newcomb 

162 Stratton Rd., Rutland, Vt. 
Alan Gormly 

490 Shrewsbury St., Holden, Mass. 
Louise C. Goeres 

Glen Place, North Haledon, N. J. 
Larry \V. Dean 

964 Pine St., Burlington, \'t. 

MONTPELIER SECTION REPORT 

The 1vfontpelier Section has tried to plan activities 
ab ut every other weekend, but we have not had 
very good attendance. We entertained the Burling
ton cction and were entertained by them once. We 
have tried to vary our activities between climbs aod 
road walks, '>vith the usual sugar party and corn 
roast. Camel's Hump, Belvidere, Clark Br ok, and 
Wil y Lodge attracted the largest crowds. 

I feel that we should do our share of Trail work, 
and if a portion of Trail is assigned to us, I will try 
to get our able-bodied members together. 

FRANCES E. HOLMES, President 

GMC COMMITTEES FOR 1957-1958 

Intersectional (expires 9/1/57) 
Co-chairmen- Miss Hazel Goodale 

Donald Havens 
Members - Alan L. Gormly, John Paulson 

Intersectional 1958 
Will be appointed at 11/2/57 meeting 

Publicity and Members hip 
Chairman-J oJ:rn Martin 
Members -Miss Louise Goeres, John Vondell, 

Alan Gormly 
Guide Book 

Acting Chairman-Arthur R. Koerber 
Members - T. H. Talbot, Jr., Ben Rolston, 

Roy Buchanan, Eugene Bamforth 
Sl-ide Collection 

Chairman-John V ondell 
Members - Miss Frances Green, Arthur Fieldsend 

Annual Meeting 1958 
Chairman- Donald Kent 
Members - Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge 

Conservation 
Chairman- Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge 
Members -Mrs. Laura ·woodward Abbot 

Finance 
Chairman- Ted Goddard 
Members -William Mitchell, Brown 

Historical 
Co-chairmen-Larry Dean 

Mrs. Alberta Dean 
Members -Mr. H. Collins 

End-to-Enders Award 
Chairman-Alan L. Gormly 
Members -John H. Vondell 

Trail and Shelters 
Chairman-Roy Buchanan 
Members - Craigue S. Perkins, Eugene Bamforth, 

Paul S. Newcomb 

Staff and Office 
Chairman-Craigue S. Perkins 

Trail Conference-November 2, 1957 
Craigue S. Perkins 

MIDDLEBURY MOUNTAIN CLUB REPORT 

The Long Trail from Breadloaf Shelter to Mid
dlebury Gap is in excellent condition having been 
cleared this spring. Reports from hikers coming from 
the south indicate that the Trail is also in good 
shape as far south as Sucker Brook. 

Reports have come to us stating that the Trail 
south of our Section is in poor shape, especially im
mediately below Sucker Brook Shelter. 

Pleiad Shelter is reported as in poor condition, and 
out of use. 

The new president of the Middlebury Mountain 
Club is Christopher Cain. 

CARL A. BRICKEN, Past Pres. 
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NEWS FROM BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

At Bromley Lodge two small panels had been 
missing for some time from the bottom of the door, 
and had been replaced by a sheet of plywood. A 
trail hog came along and cut up the plywood to 
start a fire, consequently our enemy, the Porky, 
gained an entrance to the camp and had a field day. 
Temporary repairs were made from pieces of tin 
found at the old lodge, and then we gave the place 
a good sweeping. 

On the way down the mountain, half way be
tween the camp and the road we were fortunate 
enough to witness a little wilderness drama. A noise 
in the brush-and we paused expecting to see a deer 
leap out. Imagine our amazement to see the re
treating back of a fully grown black bear. -As she 
signaled danger to her cubs, our attention was 
drawn to a year old cub racing up the trunk of a 
large maple nearby. Another cub was heard racing 
through the brush. -Themotherturned and rose up 
on her haunches to face us.-She made a splendid 
picture, standing erect, her ears cocked for any 
sounds we might make. A white patch of fur on her 
chest showed up prominently in the half-gloom of 
the forest. 

After this exciting event, the rest of our trip was 
routine. We checked Swezey Camp and Swezey 
Shelter, placed Forest Fire posters and GMC 
posters in each, and cleaned out a spring at the new 
Shelter. We returned home happy and bursting with 
news of our eventful trip. 

DoN KENT 

TRAIL CLEARING TOOLS 

NOTICE: Section Trail Chairmen, if you are inter
ested in purchasing trail clearing tools at greatly re
duced rates, contact Don Kent, Newfane, Vermont. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 

Here come the lazy summer months when Camp 
Thendara lures the city members with promises of 
warm days, cool nights- swimming, canoeing, hiking 
and of course, eating. The camp will be open during 
the week as well as on weekends. Many of our 
members have for years spent all or part of their 
vacations at Thendara and found it an ideal spot. 

With the leaves of the calendar turning to Sep
tember, we see many fine all day hikes listed. 
Canoeists have a weekend late in September; trail 
clearers have two outings to work on; the Catskill 
party comes on October 12th and 13th; several 
Saturday activities promise much fun; and the an
nual Long Trail weekend comes along August 31st 
and September 1st and 2nd. 

So, you see that while we may loaf during the hot 
months, once the fall arrives we find plenty to do. 

Our Section's attendance at the Annual Meeting 
on June 1st was not as good as hoped for, due to the 
fact that several activities were scheduled on that 
same weekend. We think we can do better in coming 
years. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 

TRAIL REPORT 
NEW YORK SECTION 

The New York Section of the Long Trail on the 
whole is in fair to good condition. There is no major 
storm damage, and all shelters are in good condition 
with the exception of one, Glen Ellen, which is still 
usable. 

The Trail from Lincoln Gap to Glen Ellen Lodge 
is in only fair condition. The section in the National 
Forest was cleared of blowdowns last year, but not 
brushed, and as a consequence parts leave much to 
be desired. From the National Forest to Glen Ellen 
Lodge there is some rough going where two winters 
of blowdowns still rule the Trail. The Trail is by no 
means impassable, however. 

Glen Ellen Lodge is not in good condition. A few 
windows are broken, and someone used part of two 
bunks for firewood. 

From Glen Ellen to Appalachian Gap the Trail is 
in fair condition. There are scattered blowdowns and 
some brushing out is needed. 

The Trail from the Gap to Birch Glen Camp is in 
good condition. Birch Glen Camp is in fair condition. 
There are some leaks in the roof, and a new stove is 
needed. 

The Trail from Birch Glen Camp to Huntington 
Gap is a little overgrown but from Huntington Gap 
clear to the Winooski River the Trail is in very good 
condition. There are very few blowdowns and in a 
few short spots the Trail is a little grown in, but no
where should the hiker have trouble except for wet 
pants in the rainy season. 

The rest of the shelters, Cowles Cove (newly 
built), Montclair Glen, Gorham and Wiley are all in 
very good condition. There are fifteen miles of good 
hiking trail over Burnt Rock Mt., Ethan Allan and 
Camel's Hump. 

Of the side trails: Jerusalem, fair to good; Beane, 
very good; Forest City, very good; Allis, no report; 
Dean, no report; Alpine, poor; Callahan, fair to 
good; Burrows, fair to poor. 

WILLIAM BARTLETT, Chairman 
Vt. Trails & Shelters 
New York Section, G.M.C. 

KILLINGTON SECTION NEWS 
Between hikes and work parties, most of Killing

ton Section's Trail has been visited this spring and 
summer. 

The pancake breakfast, held at Clarendon Lodge, 
was enjoyed by a good sized group; the Governor 
Clement hike turned into a work party; and the 
hike to Little Rock Pond was, as usual, a big success. 

Trails chairman, Craigue Perkins, went over the 
Trail from Governor Clement shelter to Cooper 
Lodge and reported that though the road into Gov. 
Clement is rough, there is no difficulty in driving a 
car in. The Trail from Clement to Cooper needs 
brushing out but it can be followed. He found Cooper 
Lodge in good shape except for the need of a new 
stove-pipe which has since been brought in and set 
up. 

The day the Section went in to Governor Clement, 
a new table was built and brush clearing was done. 
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M.C.M. MEMBERS HIKE ON 
THE LONG TRAIL 

Four Mountain Club of Maryland members spent 
ten days on the Long Trail during the summer of 
1956. In a very interesting story published in their 
Spring issue, one of the hikers describes in detail 
each day's hike. Each hiker carried a 38-pound pack 
that included all the food, clothing and equipment 
needed for the trip. 

Starting at the Beane Farm they proceeded to 
hike north for sixty-four miles. Plans for this trip 
had started months in advance with Prof. Roy 
Buchanan and Larry Dean giving advice and sug
gestions. The particular area between Birch Glen 
Lodge and Smuggler's Notch was chosen because it 
was considered to be the most scenic, spectacular, 
and rugged on the Long Trail. Prof. Buchanan also 
assisted the hikers by driving their car to Smuggler's 
Notch, parking it at the ranger station, and leaving 
the key with the ranger. 

We will quote as much of the story as possible 
here, and regret that space does not permit using the 
entire story. 

"38 POUNDS AND INDEPENDENCE" 

"THE STORY OF A GREEN MOUNTAIN PACK TRIP" 

"The Trip" 

"Monday June 26 .... The Beane Farm is 1.5 
miles east of Hanksville, Vermont. (This is inter
jected here so the reader will know exactly where we 
started.) 

"After one half hour's hiking we had covered the 
9-10 miles from the farm to Birch Glen Camp where 
we would spend our first night. Birch Glen was an 
open-front shelter about twice the size of the A-T 
lean-tos in this area. The bunk room was in the rear 
of the structure. The roof and floor extended for
ward to form an open room of porch which was en
closed by a solid railing about three feet high with a 
gate at one end. 

"The most amazing thing about the building was 
that the lower portion was completely sheathed 
with sheet metal. Why should anyone go to all this 
trouble? Betty, who was the only member present 
who had camped in Yankee country before, ex
plained that the metal was to keep porcupines out. 
We were to find that all of the huts had some pro
vision for preventing the entrance of these un
believably destructive pests. 

''That evening a large porky strolled past the 
shelter. He was the first of a long line of porkies 
which we were to encounter, and which still parade 
through our memories today. 

"Tuesday, June 27 .... After breakfast we started 
out in a light drizzle .... Soon the rain was falling 
by the bucketful. The Trail rose gently and became 
more rugged. . . . After lunch we ascended Burnt 
Rock Mountain over an irregular, rocky trail. ... 
The rain stopped for a short while but was to con
tinue intermittently for the remainder of the day. 
We crossed several knobs and came to Ladder 

Ravine, so named because a rustic ladder is placed 
here to aid the hiker in ascending or descending the 
face. 
. "We made the steep climb up the skidway slosh
mg through the water toward the summit of Mt. Ira 
Allen. . . . The Trail was overgrown over much of 
the distance and blow-downs were everywhere. For 
hours we toiled along, slogging through high, wet 
brush, climbing over and crawling under blow
downs. In places we lost the trail and had to back 
track to pick up the blazes. 

"In this manner we crossed Mt. Ira Allen, the 
south and north peaks of Mt. Ethan Allen and 
dropped down sharply to Montclair Glen Lodge. 
This was undoubtedly the roughest day I have ever 
spent on the Trail. We had consumed ten hours in 
traversing nine miles and we were bushed. All of us 
were soaked to the skin and our hands and clothing 
were black with pitch of trees we had fought our 
way through. In short, we were a mess .... We were 
in bed with the sunset. 

"Thursday, June 28 .... Farther along we stopped 
at Allen Smith spring. This was one of the many 
excellent springs we passed on our trek. Somehow 
it seemed a little unfair that the Green Mountains 
should have such an overabundance of springs 
while there are so many thirsty miles along our trails 
in the Blue Ridge. 

"After crossing two minor knobs the Trail be
came quite steep. We toiled upwardly for about a 
mile until we came out on the open rocks. The wind 
nearly blew us from the mountain but the sky was 
beautiful and there were fine vistas all about us. The 
Trail crossed the rocks to west side of the mountain 
rising to the summit as it did so. 

"Camel's Hump, the fourth highest mountain in 
Vermont (elevation 4083), is a king-sized Old Rag. 
It was a magnificent hunk of rock and was indeed 
worth climbing .... 

"Gorham Lodge was well situated on the side of 
the mountain, with a sparkling brook running near 
by .... Before retiring we played "Spill & Spell,'' a 
game in which words are formed from letters on 
small dice. 

"Friday, June 29 .... A light fog stayed with us 
for the first several hours of our jaunt. This was 
unfortunate because the Guide Book had mentioned 
the numerous and outstanding views on this section 
of Trail. 

"The Trail lost altitude rapidly then leveled, 
crossing several rocky knobs and coming out on an 
escarpment. From the escarpment we headed steeply 
downhill through heavy woods, and as we did so, 
the rain returned, making footing slippery. After 
following the ever-descending path for nearly two 
miles we reached Wiley Lodge. 

"Saturday, June 30. . . The sky was superbly 
clear, the bum knee was much improved, and the 
group was in excellent spirits as we followed the old 
logging 1·oad wbicli wound northward :from the 
lodge .. . . I n thirty minutes t ime we follnd ourselves 
on the south bank of the Winooski River. Our 
Guide informed us that if we wished to cross at this 
point, we would have to avail ourselves of the 
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services of a ferry operated by the May family who 
lived just west of the Trail. 

"A rap on the door of the May mansion brought 
a sleepy-eyed gentleman to the door. He allowed that 
he ferried folks across but he said his boat leaked 
badly and, in general, he seemed loath to exert him
self at that early hour. After telling Mr. May a sad 
nairative about my car being somewhere on the 
other side of this great natural barrier, and telling 
him that we were all excellent swimmers, and that 
our insurance was paid up, and that we were willing 
to chance the voyage, he reluctantly led us to a half 
submerged punt. vVe turned the boat upside down 
to spill out the water, and then launched the craft. 
Water poured through the leaks at an alarmingly 
rapid rate but our ferryman was of the opinion that 
he could paddle across before the craft sank. The 
ferry was too small to carry more than two passen
gers at a time, so Allen and the Supreme Com
mander, being gentlemen as always, allowed the 
ladies to make the first voyage. Our boatman re
turned triumphant from a successful first run and 
again the ark was beached and drained. 

"On the second excursion Captain May said, 
'Those girls must like you two. I offered to leave 
you stranded on the other side but they told me to 
bring you over.' We assured him that it was not a 
case of affection, and that Ella and Betty hadn't 
allowed us to be marooned because Allen was carry
ing the day's meals and the Supreme Commander 
had the cook-kit. 

"After taking leave of the skipper, who charged 
SO cents per passenger, we passed through the tiny 
village of Bolton and followed a gravel road north
ward. . . . two and one half miles to Bolton Lodge 
... reached the summit of Bolton Mountain. Here 
we had magnificent views both of Camel's Hump to 
the south and Mansfield to the north. 

"Puffer Lodge had not yet been completed. The 
shelter was just a shell, having four walls, a roof and 
a door. The place lacked a floor, bunks, a stove, and 
windows. . . . We decided we would make the best 
of things as we did not relish the thought of hiking 
by night .... Our stay at Puffer was actually one 
of the most pleasant and memorable of the trip. We 
were able to cook much more quickly over the open 
fire than we ever had on the wood stoves, insect life 
was at a minimum, the weather was perfect, and the 
views of Nebraska Notch below and Mt. Mansfield 
beyond were excellent. 

"Sunday, July 1. The day was beautiful and a 
bright sun shone down .on us as we dropped down 
slightly then came up over Mt. Mayo into the 
Mayo-Clark Col. Crossing the col we skirted one 
side of Mt. Clark and descended into Nebraska 
Notch to Taylor Lodge. This was the plushiest lodge 
we had encountered and we stopped there for lunch. 
On to Butler Lodge. There were a number of day 
hikers here, but by evening they had all disappeared. 

"Monday, July 2. The dawn was exquisite, and 
the sky stayed clear until nearly 7 :30 A.M. when a 
heavy fog rolled in to stay. Undaunted by the 
weather, we climbed upward from Butler, passing 
through a formation known as the Needle's Eye. 

"From this point to the summit the Trail was a 

thing of joy and delight to any mountaineer's heart. 
The Trail was immeasurably steep and rugged, 
passing over and around massive rocks and climb
ing ever heavenward. Ladders and cables have been 
provided to help the climber up the cliffs and along 
the ledges. All the while we climbed, a gale blew 
from the west, and condensation from the fog 
matted our hair and soaked our clothing. The sen
sation was one of excitement and exhilaration, and 
every few seconds one of us would pause to exclaim, 
'Boy! Isn't this the most?' 

"As we followed Mansfield's razor-back ridge the 
wind increased in intensity and the fog became so 
thick that it became hard to see from one blaze to 
the next. Soon the Trail dropped sharply downward 
and finally became a stream where we had to slosh 
along. At noon we arrived at Taft Lodge .... as the 
fog had not lifted, we holed up for the remainder of 
the day. 

"Tuesday, July 3. The day dawned beautifully 
and in contrast to the zero visibility of Monday, 
miles of Vermont countryside could be discerned 
from our window. . . . 

"We determined to leave our packs at the shelter 
and do as much of the Mansfield summit trails as 
we could during the day. There was much to be 
seen. (The Supreme Commander wrote the Gov
ernor a letter asking him to have Mt. Mansfield 
towed to Patapsco Park so that it would be more 
easily accessible to MCM'ers, but has received no 
reply as yet.) 

"That night we were treated to a fireworks display 
which was given at Barnes Camp in the Notch 
below .... Our attention was occasionally diverted 
from the display by the antics of the porkies in the 
front yard. We were surrounded by them. 

"Wednesday, July 4. Reluctantly we left Taft 
Lodge and started out on the last leg of our journey. 
.. . by nine o'clock we came to the highway at 
Barnes Camp. This should be the end of our story. 
But, isn't that an interesting mountain ahead? So it 
was decided. 

''. . . We had left quite a store of canned meats, 
fruits and vegetables in the car in case of emergency. 
This was not an emergency but it developed into 
one of the most exciting episodes of the trip .... we 
packed the newly selected foods in our knapsacks, 
... we drove to Smuggler's Cave. Here we parked 
the wagon. . . . we departed in haste for Sterling 
Pond Lodge. 

"Thursday, July S. By nine o'clock we had 
reached the car and soon were on our way back to 
the wicked city .... 

"Perhaps I have placed too much stress upon the 
weather, the maddeningly irritating insects, and the 
other torments we experienced. Actually, when I 
think back over the days on the Trail, these minor 
discomforts seldom invade my thoughts. Instead, I 
remember Vermont's beautiful green scenery, its 
rugged trails and its challenging mountains. . . . 
Most of all, I remember the feeling of freedom and 
tranquility that came to us as we isolated ourselves 
from the complexities of modern living. This was 
indeed independence." 

"CHARLES G. CLARKE" 


