
. .. , . \J • t . t 

,, _ ..... . . .. ...... . 

~bt J!ong ~rail .$tb.15 
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

Entered as second-class matter March 11, 1929, at the post-office at Rutland, Vt., under the Act of March 3, 1879 

VoL. XVII RUTLAND, VT., FEBRUARY, 1957 No. 1 

Editor 
MARY PERKINS 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

G.M.C. Members: 
Mark Whalon, (another rural male carrier) states 

in his book "They say the best thing about a fellow 
who takes a cold bath every morning before break
fast is that he don't do it." It's 30 below as I write 
this to you all, and that's why I'm not hiking. 

But I was reading the Merit Badge HIKING re
quirements yesterday and found these statements, 
in the Boy Scout Manual. 

1. Take five hikes of ten continuous miles each on 
five separate days. 

2. After sufficient training, take one hike of twenty 
rontinuous miles in one day. 

3. Within a month of the final hike submit a short 
report of each of the six hikes containing dates, 
routes traveled, weather conditions and interesting 
things observed. 

There are more tests, but I have been wondering 
what a wonderful chance for these scouts to make 
hiking Merit Badges on our Long Trail. I wonder if 
we could let the Scouts know they might happily 
use our Trail and maybe some of us could read their 
written reports. 

I wonder too how manv Scouts know about our 
"End-to-Enders" and wh~t fun they all have had 
doing the trip from Canada to Massachusetts. Seems 
as if maybe we could help the Scouts out. 

LEONE E. SMITH, President 

NOVEMBER TRUSTEES MEETING 

At a Board of Trustees Meeting held November 
3rd in Rutland, Vermont the following trustees were 
present: President Leone Smith, Messrs. Kent, 
Goddard, Talbot, Koerber, Paulson, Gormly, Von
dell, Mitchell, Perkins; Miss Goeres, Miss Hinchey 
and Mrs. Lodge. Also present were Prof. Roy 
Buchanan, Chairman of Trails and Shelters, and 
Mrs. Mary Perkins, Editor of the LONG TRAIL NEWS. 

Here are some of the highlights of business acted 
upon and reports and suggestions made: 

Business Manager 
MINE RV A HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

Up to November 3rd of last year, 1060 Guide 
Books had been sold. 

Total Members-at-large number 221 plus 52 life 
members. New members this year (1956) total 29. 

It was suggested that we post a topographic map 
of the territory around each shelter inside each shelter 
to encourage more use of the trails. Signs are needed 
for camps and shelters, telling the Club's name, 
membership dues, and the fact that the Guide Book 
is available at $1.00. Ted Talbot was appointed to 
work on this suggestion and have some facts and 
figures ready to present at the April Trustees meeting. 

The President read Eugene Bamforth's letter of 
resignation from the Board. It was moved and passed 
that this resignation be accepted with regret. 

Prof. Buchanan reported for Trails and Shelters 
Committee that the net cost for the summer's work 
was about $1670. A detailed report is found else
where in this issue. 

Mr. Paulson reported that new roofs had been put 
on Thendara and Fay Fuller Shelters. 

There was a discussion about determining respon
sibility for specific parts of the Trail and whether 
Sections can and will do the work. Mr. Talbot felt 
that a definite fixing should be done and that we 
should work with the Green Mountain National 
Forest to determine what they are responsible for 
and what the Club is responsible for. 

Mr. Koerber made a motion that the Board of 
Trustees, at the spring meeting, review the present 
assignments to determine whether all Sections take 
care of their particular assignments, and if the Sec
tions are unable to, the trustees will make a re
assignment. This motion was passed. 

Miss Rena Gusmai of Barre, Vermont was elected 
a trustee to fill the vacant place of Eugene Bamforth. 

It was voted that the place for the 1957 Intersec
tional would be in the Camel's Hump region. 

A GMC SERVICE 

Our GREEN MouNTAIN CLUB office at l 08 Mer
chants Row, Rutland, Vermont reports that there 
were sixteen showings of GMC slides last year. 
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TRAILS 'AND SHELTERS COMMITTEE 
REPORTS WORK OF LONG TRAIL PATROL 

The Patrol started work on June 11 with two full 
time workers and a third one for the last five weeks. 
They worked on Killington Section's trails for one 
week and on Burlington Section's trails for two and 
one-half weeks with payment from those Sections. 
This eased the Patrol's budget by about $400. and 
got the more popular trails opened early. Then be
ginning July 4th the Trail was c~eare~ fro~ Smug
gler's Notch to Canada. Camps m this reg10n were 
repaired as needed. 

TRAILS-Cleared of blowdowns all the way and 
bad places debushed. Rerouted near Ritterbush on 
account of beaver work. Very bad bushes were cut 
from Beaver Meadow to Chilcoat Pass and from 
Beaver Meadow to Whiteface Shelter. There were 
lumber jobs at Prospect Rock, Parker Camp, and 
Belvidere Basin. 

CAMPS-Floor and ground frame at Hazen's 
Notch Camp repaired; roof and window at Beaver 
Meadow; stove pipes and work on stoves at Barrows 
and French Camps; creosote for nearly all camps 
north of Johnson. 

LAURA WooDWARD CAMP-This camp was rebuilt 
on the same site. A lumbering road gave access on 
the east side. This reduced the cost somewhat. It is 
an Adirondack type shelter, built of logs, with ~etal 
roofing protected with a coat of tar. The floor is of 
boards back packed in from the above mentioned 
lumber road. The cost of the camp is $386.14 com
plete with one wall of mountain air on the Jay Peak 
side. 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL-Cleared from Gifford Woods 
to the Barnard Gulf road at Prosper. Relocation of 
trail across the marsh east of Gifford Woods where 
beaver had flooded the trail. 

We had the use of Ted Goddard's truck once more 
which saved the Patrol much money. 

Our liability insurance cost $75.71. 
Next year we shall have to relocate Jay Camp for 

the new road to connect Montgomery Center to the 
Jay Peak ski area goes past the camp. Whiteface 
Shelter should be rebuilt. It offers shelter and noth
ing else unless one considers the shelter for porcu
pines that it affords. Possibly Glastonbury should be 
rebuilt or else l·epaired. And of course Mother 
Nature is doing her usual winter's work. 

ROY BUCHANAN, 
Chairman of Trails and Shelters 

NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE 

The date for the Annual Meeting of the New 
England Trail Conference is April 6th, 1957. This is 
the old Annual Recreation Conference with the date 
pushed up into April so that weather conditions may 
be better than what was endured last year in March 
by those attending. 

The place of the New England. Trap_ Conference 
meeting is to be Skinner Hall, Umvers1ty of Massa
chusetts, Amherst, Mass. 

Green Mountain Club members are cordially in
vited to attend. For further information write to 
Prof. John Vondell, University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, Mass. 

We quote from Carl 0. Chauncey's. Message to 
Constituent Organizations in the May .issue of New 
England Trails: "The New England. ~rail Con~erence 
is not only a clearing house for trail mformat10n .for 
constituent organizations. It also performs an ir;ri
portant public service on your be?-alf, that of dis
seminating information about trail~ to t.he people 
who use or might like to use the trails which you so 
laboriously maintain. Your reports to the New 
England Trail Conference reach not only the persons 
who attend the annual meeting, but also the many 
readers of "New England Trails," "Appalachia," 
published by the Appalachian Mount';l-in Club, and 
"Appalachian Trailway News" pubhshe~ by the 
Appalachian Trail Conference, all of which carry 
accounts of the annual meeting of the New England 
Trail Conference. 

"More than that, your reports are a source of 
valuable data for the secretary of the New England 
Trail Conference who, all year long, receives and 
answers many requests for trail information from 
people in various parts of the United States and 
sometimes in foreign countries. 

"If you can't send a representative to the annual 
meeting to deliver your report in person, PLEASE, 
send in a written report. You go to a lot of hard 
work to maintain your trails. Hikers want to know 
what you have done." 

Let's hope The Green Mountain Club will have a 
good representation and deliver a splendid report at 
the April 6th New England Trail Conference. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 

With the holiday season pleasantly tucked away 
in memory, let us roll up the curtain on the New 
Year and see what New York Section members are 
planning for the coming weeks. 

Winter sports figure prominently, for we find a 
ski trip to Southern Vermont! a sno~shoe t~ip on 
the Long Trail and two ice skatmg parties mentioned. 

Camp Thendara will be open for members and 
guests on five weekends between now and the end of 
March. 

The Sunday hikes for the same period number 
nine and run from easy to difficult, and from straight 
hiki~g to exploring old mines or going on a guided 
tour of Harvard Black Rock Forest. 

The Saturday outing fans have the skating men
tioned above, plus a trip to view medieval art at the 
Cloisters on one Saturday, and a walk along Brook
lyn's interesting waterfront on another Saturday. 

And last, but by no means least, oi:;i February 1st 
our always popular dinner-dance will be held at 
Hotel Shelburne in New York. 

That about winds up our activities until the end 
of March. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 
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UP THE TRAIL A PIECE--
BURLINGTON SECTION 

Although Outing Chairman, Dave Otis, has steered 
through a schedule of twice a month outings for the 
Burlington Section we'd like to highlight a few for 
the readers of the LONG TRAIL NEWS. 

The trek to Spruce Mountain, southeast of Plain
field brought out 20. Because of its advantageous 
position the little mountain offers an uninterrupted 
view of the major peaks of the Green Mts. to the 
westward and a broad view of the crowning peaks 
of the White Mts. We class it as an "A-1" trip and 
recommend it to other hikers. The trip was made in 
the Color Season and because the location of the 
peak is the center of a hardwood belt the area was a 
painted picture to behold. 

The Halloween Party with its family picnic and 
spirited square dance at the Colchester Grange Hall 
brought out a good attendance. 

The climb of "Potater Hill" (generally known as 
Mt. Abraham) was climaxed by a "House Warming'' 
for the Otis family. About 40 invaded the Otis wig
wam and gave their new little house a real work-out, 
and ate the cupboard bare. 

Then on Nov. 28th. the Montpelier Section in
vited the Burlington Section to "eat on them" at 
Willey lodge (in the New York Section of the Trail). 
Yum! Yum! Was that beef stew ever good.-Bet 
they didn't realize that the Burlington Section had 
at least two B I G eaters and maybe they'll think 
twice before they repeat such a dinner date to the 
lake shore crowd. 

On Dec. 6. the schedule pointed to Sterling 
Pond lodge. Even though the weather was a bit 
rugged 14 hauled out their snowshoes and made their 
way up into the summit of Smuggler's Notch road 
and up the Long Trail. The ice over the pond offered 
an easy short cut to the lodge. 

Although the connection of the Spruce Peak and 
the new Sterling Mt. ski developments are close at 
hand, at the moment, it is hoped that the skiers will 
not make their way to the lodge and missuse it. There 
are no ski trails approaching the structure even 
though the trails are only approximately a quarter 
mile's distance away. 

The Burlington Sectioners observed their now 
traditional New Year's trip to the Bolton area again 
this vear. Nine of the most adventuresome men and 
wom~n spent New Year's Eve and night at Bolton 
lodge. Two others came up to watch the New Year 
in and then returned home. On New Year's Day five 
others came snowshoeing up to the lodge in the zero 
chilled weather to join the group of overnighters. 

By the time you have read this the Burlington 
Section followers will have had their Annual Meet
ing and will have kicked out or re-elected a slate of 
officers for the ensuing year. 

All eyes, after the election up this way, will be 
focused on the annual Oyster Stew supper at the 
James P. Taylor Lodge, in Nebraska Notch on the 
eve of Jan. 27th. Man! Can that young Remick 
couple mix up quite a stew with oysters and beaver
pond water-. 

LARRY DEAN 

SPECIALTIES IN THE NEWS 

The "Big Surprise" 
Thirty-two Burlington Section members gathered 

on the "spur of the moment," gathered up some 
special kind of vitals and pushed into the Buchanan 
homestead on the occasion of Prof. Roy 0. Buchan
an's birthday on Dec. 15th. It was hoped it would be 
a complete surprise but the honored person got the 
scent of the movement before the party broke. 

How old is Roy? Ask him yourself-this we can 
tell you: He's young enough to walk many of you 
off your feet on any trail you wish to challenge him 
on. 

The group "hashed over trail ventures," heard 
Roy read a story or two from the writings of the late 
Rowland E. Robinson and then helped him take 
care of a bunch of cake and ice-cream. 

Just to have spent an hour or two with this 
Champion among Long Trail hikers and genial 
philosopher of the outdoors can only be an uplift to 
those who shared the occasion. 

Two members of the Mountain Club of Maryland 
swung in on the Burlington Section's last trip into 
the challenging Adirondacks. They reported having 
a grand time with the group and are looking forward 
to another such a trek. L. D. 

WORCESTER SECTION REPORTING 
At a special meeting called in regard to purchasing 

property on Cedar Lake in Leicester, Massachusetts, 
for a new Camp, it was decided to purchase same 
providing the finances could be raised. A gift of 
$100. was turned over to the Treasurer after the 
meeting, so we are on our way. 

On October 21st and 28th a group of workers went 
in to the Harold Daniels School of Forestry in Rut
land, Massachusetts where they helped build new 
cabins for the school. 

The Annual Dinner and election of officers took 
place October 25th at the White Cliffs in Northboro. 
The new officers elected are: Robert W. Humes, 
president; Forrest H . Thomson, vice president; 
Charles E. Stewart, executive committee member
a t-large ; Jessie Phillimore, secretary ; Phy His P. 
Ojerholm, treasurer. 

A joint hike with the Appalachian Club over 
A.M.C. trails, and a hike around the West Boylston 
Reservoir were trips enjoyed in November. A Mili
tary Whist Party took place on November 28th to 
raise funds for the new camp. 

The Christmas Party at Salter Secretarial School 
was well attended, and another hike on A.M.C. 
trails with supper at the Appalachian Club Lodge 
was enjoyed in December. We are very grateful to 
the "Appies" for their generosity in the use of their 
Camp. 

So we close another year, and after two years of 
reporting for the Worcester Section, this reporter's 
job is done. The new reporter, Mrs. Forrest H. 
Thomson, takes over. May she enjoy it as much as 
I have. Happy New Year to all. 

VICTORIA M. MoNIGLE 
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NEWS FROM BRATTLEBORO 

The Brattleboro Section of the Green Mountain 
lub has not had a scheduled program through No

vember or Decemb ·r. However, om president, Don 
Kent, went into Old Swezey Camp by jeep on 
Thanksgiving day and J?Ut tJu·ee rolls of tar paper 
on three sides of the cabUl, an weather-proofed Lhe 
abir1 further by covering the windows with plastic 

window mat rial. 
On December 30th, Don took three o[ our junior 

members-Keith Harrington, Dick Payne, and Lynn 
Kent into Bromley Camp. T11ey biked without snow
shoes or skis but felt they needed one or the other 
for they found more snow in the mountains than in 
Newfane. Breaking trail was quite a chore. They 
found the cabin in good shape. The wood supply was 
low and they left more than they found, so some cold 
traveller should benefit. A member of the Norwich 
University Ski team stopped in while they were 
making coffee. 

Brattleboro is having a big celebration on Wednes
day, J~nuary 16th when t~ey receive the All-Ameri
ca.n City award. Our Section plans to have a Green 
Mountain Club float in the parade. 

Our annual meeting will be held January 21st at 
the office of the Holden and Martin Lumber Com
pany. The program will include talks with ei;iiI?hasis 
put on hiking equipment and foods of m1mmum 
weight which are good for carrying on long treks. 

LOUISE H. DUNKLEE 
Editor's note: We just heard that the above men
tioned float won first prize in the parade. Good work, 
Brattleboro Section! Don Kent is striking while the 
iron is hot and has ordered 10 more Guide Books 
and 100 SHORT TRIP FOLDERS. Congratulations. 

A SHORTY FROM KILLINGTON SECTION 

ot because there is little to report, nor because 
this reporter belittles the acti~ties of the ~Gllington 
Section are the reasous for this shorty. It is because 
we bav~ been given so much space in the telling of 
the story of the Suspension Bridge, that we mo~estly 
take a bow here, and say we have been active as 
usual with hikes, annual rummage sale, supper party, 
and annual meeting coming up January 24th. More 
news next time. 

SUSPENSION BRIDGE 
AT CLARENDON GORGE 

by 
EMILE AND CECILE BosELLI 

It seems a while ago we promised the editor of 
LONG TRAIL NEWS an article on how we built the 
Clarendon Gorge Bridge. Well, I guess we'll just 
have to sit ourselves down and write it now. I don't 
know how we ever rrot started on this project. The 
old bridge across the Gorge had reached su~h a stage 
of decay that it was necessary to destroy 1t several 
years ago to prevent anyone being injured on it. We, 

of the Killington Section bad not done anyt~ng 
about replacing this bridg?; perhaps we we~·e Jtt?t 
trying to avoid a difficult 1ob. Cnugue Perkins did 
attempt several times to put small log bridges down 
in the Gorge itself but these never lasted more than 
a few days as the water in the Gorge rises after any 
rainstorm. The river narrows going through the 
Gorge and personal observations hav~ sho"."n that 
the water will rise as nmch as teo feet tn spnng nm
off. However, it was getting more and. more di.ffi.c_tllt 
to ignore the issue. Hiker on the Tr8:il. were finding 
it a great inconvenience and were ;-vn~mg_ to ~ell us 
so. Truthfully, we outselvcs were findlng it difficult 
also. 

I guess Cecile and I figured the only way to solve 
the problem was to take the matter into our own 
hands. We went down and examined the old bridge 
site carefully. The piers from_ the old bridge "."ere 
still good and sound. We certamly could not bmld .a 
bridge of the type that had been there before as this 
was a timber carriage bridge and its construction 
would be much too heavy for our amateur labor; 
besides all we needed was a foot bridge. So we got 
the drafting board and pencil to work, and designed 
ourselves a steel suspension bridge. Now we had a 
plan but didn't know if GMC was interested in such 
an idea. 

On August 8, 1955 a special meeting of the Killing
ton Section Executive Board was held at the home 
of Craigue Perkins to examine our plans of the pro
posed project. The Killington Section was definitely 
in favor. 

Work was started almost immediately. I hired 
some outside help in putting in the main anchors. 
We started out very optimistically but our attitude 
soon changed. Before we had dug one foot we hit 
rock. It seems the builders of the old bridge had 
backfilled the road bed with bot1lders aud we had to 
go down six feet through this. Fortunat~ly, B~ll 
Whitman was a stubborn enough fellow to 1ust gnn 
and say, "Let's go!" Those wer~ some of the most 
miserable weekends I spent. While the temperature 
soared to 103 we swung the sledge all day making 
small boulders out of big ones. When we were ready 
to install our first set of main anchors we had a 
trench in the rock six feet deep, six feet wide, and 
twelve feet long. The anchor rods tvere eight feet 
long and terminated in a pair of specially _treated 
railroad ties. These were installed at approxunately 
a 45° angle. When the hole was backfilled only two 
steel eyes showed at the surface of the. ground. Tb~e 
were the anchors for one end of our bndge. Installing 
the anchors for the other end of the bridge proved to 
be just as miserable if not mo~e so because there we 
hit portions of ledge along with the boulders. For
tunately, I hired Bill on the "job basis" _for helping 
to put in the anchors. If he had been hired by the 
hour, GMC would probably have gone bankrupt. 

'I hen winter set in. We tried to figure out just 
how we wer going to construct this bridge then ~e 
shopped for our materials. We needed so in..my wrre 
rope clips that we cleaned .out Montgome1y \V"ard's 
Mail rder Supply House m Albany. 

Gett.i ng ottr quantities of materials proved to be 
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difficult. Figuring out how to build this bridge was 
even worse. After much thought, we decided build
ing the bridge entirely in place seemed to have its 
difficulties. We thought of building the entire bridge 
on dry land and then moving it into place but some 
more head scratching showed us this was not too 
practical. It was finally decided to pre-fabricate the 
bridge and then assemble the individual parts at the 
bridge site. This seemed a good idea since we had 
the whole winter in which to make up our parts. 
This called for some careful measuring and calculat
ing but this is the kind of things engineers are made 
of. 

The towers for the bridge were ten feet high. They 
were made from four inch galvanized steel eye beams 
donated by C.V.P.S. Corp. All joints were welded 
making each tower a solid piece weighing approxi
mately 250 lbs. The six main cables were to be 7 /16" 
special high strength 7 strand galvanized guy wire. 
Our vertical drop cables were ~" galvanized guy 
wire. It may be of interest to note that most of the 
hardware on the bridge is galvanized. This was done 
in the interest of longer life and ease of future 
maintenance. The floor cross timbers are 4 x 4 
Hemlock and the floor itself is composed of 2" Hem
lock planks running lengthwise to the bridge. 

Starting work at the bridge was greatly delayed 
in the spring due to the height and turbulance of 
the water going through the Gorge. This made it im
possible to cross to the other side. When the water 
did subside sufficiently to get across I was able to 
get the help of Ray Catozzi to assist me in building 
the forms for the cement footings of my towers. 
During this period of the work "Cele" kept a diary 
of our daily progress. I will take the liberty of calling 
upon it here: 
June 22nd-With the appreciated help of Ray 

Catozzi the forms for the tower footings were put 
together on the far side of the Gorge. 

June 23rd-Eight bags of cement were picked up at 
the Clarendon Building Supply and materials 
were collected from various sources. All this ma
terial was transported to the bridge site in a wheel
barrow via the Long Trail. 

June 24th-A tramway was put ~pin order to ha~l 
cement and all necessary eqi.upment across Mill 
River Gorge. Water and stone for the cement was 
hauled up by bucket from the river below. Then 
the mixing and pouring of cement began. One half 
of the form on the other side was completed by 
Sunday evening. 

June 25th-The concrete had been wet down. Two 
planks were installed and anchored in order to 
get across the stream down below. (P.S. They 
didn't last. They were victims of the stream's mad 
waters). 

June 26th-More concrete was pulled across, more 
pails filled with water or stones and then be&"an 
the pouring of the second half of the form. Durmg 
the evening a group of young fellows came through 
from Camp Plymouth. Their first remark was, 
"What did you do with the bridge?" (The new 
Guide Book had optimistically stated that our 
bridge was already in service-Gene works faster 
than I do.) 

June 28th-The form was taken away from the con
crete and measurements were taken with Ray's 
assistance. It was discovered that the pier on the 
near side would have to be built up two feet to 
make it level with the pier on the opposite side (the 
old timers goofed when they made this one.) 

June 29th-Lumber was picked up on the way down 
to the Gorge and lunch was eaten at the site after 
which Emile and Ray put the form together for 
levelling this side. Later in the evening two visitors 
from Brattleboro Section strolled down to look 
things over. Work was finished by dark. 

June 30th, Sat.-ln the morning Emile and Ray 
picked up twenty bags of cement and brought 
them down to the site. They couldn't be left there 
as no one was at the neighboring house so they re
turned with them again in the afternoon. Then 
Ray left and the concrete was brought down to 
the Gorge two bags at a time. The bridge pier on 
this side had to be built up twenty inches plus six 
inches for the block the tower sat on. Lunch was 
eaten and then more concrete was put into the 
form. There were about eight fishermen and 
visitors during the course of the day. Part of the 
Trail was cleared in the afternoon, also. In all, 
there were twelve bags of concrete poured today. 
(Mixed by hand.) 

July 1st, Sun.-Three bags of cement were wheeled 
down from the house and cement was poured. 
Then lunch was eaten and two more bags of 
cement were poured. 

July 2nd-We came down a little later tonight and 
took more measurements to get the right height 
for the tower footing blocks on this side. A bonfire 
was started to burn up the twelve empty cement 
bags left over from yesterday. 

July 3rd-The wooden forms were ripped off the 
cement footings on the far side of the Gorge. 

July 4th, Wed.-We came down around 11 :00 AM and 
poured the remainder of the concrete-six bags. 
Then we had dinner after which we finished pour-
ing and then covered the forms. . 

July 31st-One side of the second tower was pamted 
and then a few of the drop cables were made up. 

Aug.1st-About ten more drop cables were made up 
tonight. There are forty-six to be made. They 
have to be pre-fabricated in the cellar at home. 

Aug. 2nd-After going down to the bridge site for a 
last minute check we finished painting the second 
tower, then set to work again making drop cables. 

Aug. 3rd-Tonight also was set aside for drop cables. 
Aug. 4th, Sat.-Most of today was used up for hunt

ing up more rope clips and getting roofing tar for 
the tops of the tower footings. 

Aug. 5th, Sun.-Bill Whitman, Percy Davis, Jerry 
LaMoria, and Clayton Kelley, all members of the 
Blue Ridge Bowmen Archery Club, helped Emile 
take the towers from the shop to the bridge site in 
Will Shackett's pick-up truck. The boys had quite 
a struggle getting one of the towers over to the 
other side of the Gorge. As the planks had been 
washed away, they had to go through the water 
and over the rocks carrying the tower at the same 
time. Each tower was tied with ropes to the anchor 
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rods on each side of the Gorge and now they are 
finally up and in place. That night we put one 
anchor assembly and turn-buckle together. 

Aug. 6th-Made more drop cables and put number 
tags on each. 

Aug. 7 & 8-Put on three cable assemblies and 
turnbuckles on one anchor on this side and on one 
anchor on the other side. 

Aug. 9 & 10-Made more cables. 
Aug. 11th, Sat.-Left Rutland about 9 :00 AM and 

pulled one of the main floor cables across. Then 
we went on the other side and made an eye 
assembly in the cable, put on the wire clips and 
then attached it to the anchor rod. After coming 
back across to this side we put a 3 ton hoist on 
the cable and pulled it up taunt. Five wire rope 
clips were used to attach the cable to the anchor 
rods on either end. 

Aug. 12th, Sun.-Same schedule and procedure was 
followed for putting the second main floor cable 
across. 

Aug. 14th-Cut wire for temporary holding of 
towers in place and pulled the first hand rail cable 
across. 

Aug. 20th-Brought a coil of cable down in Ray's car 
and made new signs to replace the stolen ones. 

Aug. 22nd-Put clips on each tower to anchor it and 
straighten it. 

Aug. 23rd-Put guy wires on the towers for tem
porary guying and ropes were taken off. 

Aug. 25th, Sat.-Picked up clips and paint at Lan
don's Hardware and went down to Clarendon. 
Tightened the first hand rail with the hoist, made 
up the eye on the far side, then bent this side into 
shape and put wire clips on. I painted part of the 
hardware in the afternoon. Later we met two 
hikers from Australia who were on their way to 
Breadloaf. 

Aug. 26th, Sun.-We did the same thing with the 
second hand rail cable as yesterday. Then we 
pulled in the first top catanary cable which will 
have a curve in it. 

Aug. 26th-Before each cable is pulled across it has 
to be uncoiled, walked up the path, and then 
guided slowly and straight through the eyes of the 
tower. 

Aug. 28th-Made up the eye on the first top cable 
and left it slack. 

Aug. 29th-Cut the roll of cable and pulled the 
second top one across. 

Aug. 30th-Made up eye on above. 
Aug. 31st-We were going to take measurements of 

the span from tower to tower as a check but the 
water was up too high to cross due to the rain 
we've had. 

Sept. 1st, Sat.-Creosoted cross timbers for the 
bridge. At first we used an ordinary paint brush, 
but then decided to use a spray gun on them 
which took a lot less time and was much easier. 
In the morning we met four out of seven hikers 
who had just finished a trip on the Long Trail and 
were waiting for their bus back to Boston. 

Sept. 2nd, Sun.-We tried again to get measurements 
but again the water was up too high. 

Sept. 3rd, Labor Day-Emile had to walk across the 

cables this morning but we finally got our measure
ments. Before lunch we went back to Percy Davis' 
in North Clarendon and brought back six creo
soted cross timbers to the site. After lunch was 
eaten more measurements were taken-this time 
from anchor to the top of the tower. Then started 
the putting in of the timbers. First, we measured, 
then placed the timber on the cable, and finally 
the "J" bolts and washers were put in. We got all 
six cross timbers in during the afternoon. After 
supper, we secured each one of the drop cables 
between the timbers by clipping them on to the 
hand rail and top cables. 

Sept. 4th-We went down right after work tonight 
and put six more cross timbers in. Now we have 
half of our cross timbers in. 

Sept. 13th-The first thing that had to be done was 
straighten out one of the top cables as it was in 
the wrong way. Then we began to clip the drop 
cables on to the hand rail and top cables. The 
distance between each drop cable has to be 
measured before they are clipped together. These 
drop cables were between the last six cross timbers 
we put in. Craigue creosoted our floor planks for 
us this week. 

Sept. 14th-It rained most of the day so we didn't 
get anything done except pick up six more cross 
timbers at Percy's and leave them at the house 
near the bridge. 

Sept.15th-Arrived about 9 :30 and loaded the wheel
barrow; first with the timbers, then with hard
ware, and tools, etc., after which we began putting 
the cross timbers on the cables each one being 
measured as they went into place. After lunch we 
put in the drop cables and put them together. The 
weather was cloudy and getting quite chilly. 

Sept. 22nd-In the morning we put the last six cross 
timbers into place. Then we took our first trip 
across. It wasn't bad at all! There was only a little 
bounce to it but that will be remedied when the 
floor is put in. In the afternoon, after lunch, we 
went down to clip the last of the drop cables to
gether. 

Sept. 23rd-It poured all day so we had to give up 
any ideas of going to the bridge. 

Sept. 29th-Arrived here around 10 :00 with the hoist 
ready to pull the top cable taut. It worked out 
very well. In the afternoon, we had to make up 
the cable eyes on the far side. Also, in the morn
ing, we had a group of boy scouts come through. 
They too, tried out the bridge and enjoyed it very 
much. 
And so it goes-when all cable work was in, the 

main turnbuckles were used to adjust the main 
cables until each part of the bridge picked up its 
share of the load. It was very pleasing to see the 
bridge pull into shape with this last operation. We 
then started to put in the floor. This proved to be a 
tedious process. All the joints are connected with a 
pair of seven inch galvanized carriage bolts-210 of 
them-and brother, that's a lot of hand drilling! 
Well, old man winter beat us to it and we put up 
our tools and retreated to our warm pot-belly stoves! 
The finishing of the floor will have to wait until next 
spring. 


