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TOO MANY UNKNOWNS 
We all sympathize with the poor algebra student 

who struggles with a problem involving three equa
tions and four unknown quantities. 

The Green Mountain Club is in somewhat the 
same situation with the p1:oblem of trail maintenance. 
We have too many unknown quantities. The Novem
ber Trail Conference brought out the fact that 
several shelters and many miles of Trail went all last 
season without being visited by anyone who bothered 
to make a report to the office of their condition. 
Representatives of more than one Section admitted 
that all of their assigned Trail had not been gone over 
during the summer. 

By early June the snow will be gone from the Long 
Trail even on the higher ridges. There is no reason 
why all Trail and all camps cannot be checked by 
July first. Even if little work is done by that date, at 
least we will know where work needs to be done. 
S~r,tion Trail Chairmen are urged to make the neces
sary arrangements to have this check made in 1956. 
Perhaps other volunteers can be found to visit camps 
in the National Forest and in the northern part of the 
Trail. 

Hikers depend on the GMC to furnish up to date 
trail condition reports. We must have such informa
tion ourselves before we can pass it on. 

Cl{AIGUE S. PEH.KlN::>, PresiJent 

NEW GUIDE BOOK OUT MARCH 15TH 
The 1956, fifteenth edition of the Guide Book will 

be on sale at the Green Mountain Club office, 108 
Merchants Row, Rutland, Vermont after March 
15th. Price $1.00. 

This Guide Book has been completely rewritten 
by Eugene Bamforth, Vice President of the Green 
Mountain Club. He has done. a tremendous job of 
checking and re-checking facts and figures to bring 
this book up t o date. At this writing, a copy is not 
available to your reporter so we can not review it 
as it deserves to be reviewed. However, in the M ay 
issue of the LoNG TRAIL NEWS a co~plete story will 
be given. 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

TRUSTEES TO MEET 

Notice is hereby given to all Green Mountain Club 
trustees to meet Saturday, April 14th, at eleven A.M . 
in Rutland, Vermont. 

This is the regular trustees meeting, set in accord
ance with the by-laws. No other notice will be sent 
out. 

Please come prepared to offer suggestions in the 
making of the budget for 1956. 

TRUSTEES MEETING AND 
TRAIL CONFERENCE 

A combined Trustees Meeting and Trail Confer
ence was held in Rutland, Vermont on November 
19th, 1955. 

Officers and trustees present were : President, 
Craigue Perkins; Vice President, Eugene Bamforth; 
Secretary, Minerva Hinchey; Treasurer, Ted God
dard; Leone Smith, Donald Kent, Paul Newcomb, 
Larry Dean, John Paulson. 

A trustees' vote of approval of the final steps in 
the transaction between The Green Mountain Club 
and the Howard Trust Co., was needed. The trustees 
voted their approval, and the transaction is now com
pleted. 

M::. Smith read a letter from th~ Vermont Develop
ment Commission requesting more short trip folders . 
It was decided to have 12,000 revised folders printed 
in accordance with their request. They will receive 
and pay for 10,000; we shall have the remaining 
2,000 at our disposal. The publicity committee was 
authorized to go ahead with the revision and printing 
and not to exceed a cost of 772 cents per folder. 

Trail Conference: 
After the trustees finished their business, the Trail 

Conference was held. Present for this part of the 
meeting besides the trustees were the following: 
Roy Buchanan, Long Trail Patrol; Theodore Talbot, 
New York Section; Vera Perkins, John Martin, 
Emile Boselli, Killington Section ; Mary Perkins, 
The LONG TRAIL NEws; Donald Havens, Burlington 
Section. 

Many of these representatives came from long 
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distances to discuss the problems of the Long Trail, 
and the President voiced his appreciation for their 
cooperation. The fact was brought out that with some 
260 miles of trail, and the 50, more or less, shelters 

-we have to keep in repair, it is impossible for any one 
person or committee to be completely informed about 
the up to the minute prevailing conditions. To help 
this situation, a card system has been organized. This 
card system is to be maintained at our GMC office 
at 108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vermont. A card 
has been made out for every shelter, every side trail, 
and every portion of Long Trail between shelters. 

At the Conference this card system was com
pletely gone over with the help of the representatives 
pr "sent. The point was brought out that if these 
cards can be kept up to date, Miss Hinchey will be 
able to give accurate information to the many people 
who write in requesting information about Long 
Trail conditions. 

At a 'gathering such as this, many interesting, and 
helpful ideas are brought out. A comment from one 
member was, "I learned something more about the 
Long Trail that I didn't know. It was interesting to 
learn about the new Swezey Camp on the southern 
part of the Trail." Another statement was, "There is 
so much unknown about conditions of certain shelters 
and parts of the Trail, I think to-day's Conference 
was very worthwhile. It brought together much use
ful, up to date information on conditions from many 
sources." 

Another item of interest: One of the Long Trail 
Patrol boys found $218. on the Trail last summer. It 
was returned to the owner who sent a reward of 
$25.00. 

REPORT FROM THE MONTPELIER SECTION 

We received from Harlan Farnsworth, president 
of the Montpelier Section, a splendid report of the 
activities of that Section for the year 1955. Because 
of lack of space, w are forced to condense part of it. 
Other parts will be reported in detail, for many 
GMC Sectio11s will be interested to hear what Mont
pelier has been doing. 

The activities of the newly organized Montpelier 
Section opened up April 2, 1955 with twenty-five 
adults and children participating in a Sugar-on-snow 
party at t he Morse's Sugar House on the Country 
Road in Montpelier. · 

At a meeting on April 27th, the following officers 
were elected: President, Harlan R. Farnsworth; 
Secretary, Elten Hebblethwaite; Treasw·er, Frances 
Hol mes. planning committee was also appointed 
to make up a program of hikes for the summer. 

On May 7th, sixteen hikers in wo groups climbed 
up toward the Appalachian Gap. One group biked 
in the Molly Stark Mt., Baby Stark, and Beaver 
Meadow area, and the second group followed the 
Long Trail south. The day was crisp, clear, and warm 
when in the direct sun. Several pictures were taken. 

Starting at Lincoln Gap on May 21st, thirteen 
hikers went in to Battell Shelter and found the going 
rather rough. (We understand this has been cleaned 
up). Three hikers stayed at the shelter and the rest 
of the party went on to Mt. Abraham. 

For a pleasant afternoon hike, on June 5th, thirty 
members came at their own leisure to the top of Mt. 
Elmore. Picnic suppers were enjoyed at the State 
Park picnic grounds. 

A Mystery Hike to the lower slopes of the east side 
of Camel's Hump was another June hike enjoyed by 
thirteen members. Walking through farm land as 
well as wooded areas, resting by fast flowing streams, 
investigating an old farm site, and following old roads 
all added up to a very pleasant day. 

In July, eleven members hiked up to the lookout 
tower on Scragg Mountain. It was a beautiful, clear 
day and the ranger pointed out many places of inter
est that we could see from the tower. 

August 6. There were only four hikers for this 
memorable hike up to Jay Peak. The first part of the 
hike followed the old Montgomery Center road from 
the east side to Jay camp. For the most part, we were 
ankle deep in mud and three to five feet deep in 
nettles. The water at the spring was very sparce and 
not at all clear. After lunch at Jay Camp, which is a 
very complete and closed shelter, we hiked along the 
Long Trail to the Old Camp turn off, where we left 
our pack while we went on up to Jay Peak. The 
trail up from the camp was clear, dry, and shady. 
Unfortunately, there was more haze on this hike 
than we had had to date, and we could just barely 
make out Mt. Mansfield's chin only twenty-five miles 
south. Even the immediate valleys were fuzzy. The 
hike down to the Old Camp was from 60 to 30 degrees 
and the lower we descended, the wetter the trail be
came. We followed an old logging road from the Old 
Camp site back to where we left the car. 

HARLAN R. FARNSWORTH 

GMC BY-LAWS 

Mimeographed copies of Green Mountain Club 
by-laws are available to members on request, at our 
GMC office, 108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vermont. 

LIFE MEMBERS 

The list of Life Members published in the 1955, 
February issue of the NEWS omitted several names. 
For this oversight, we ask to be excused. The follow
ing is an addition to that list. There are a few recent 
additions. 

From Massachusetts: 
Pearl E. Clark 
Edith M. Esterbrook 
Christian Schuster 
Mrs. W. P. Shreve 

From Vermont: 
Victor A. Johnson 
Mrs. Victor A. Johnson 

From Connecticut: 
R. W. Myers 
Percy C. Quintard 

From New York: 
Martha Casamajor 
Robert Raimon 

From New jersey: 
Eugene Moore 

FuJ'ln Florida: 
Jean Paton 

From Illinois: 
Donald W. Brown 

This brings the total Life Members to fifty-two. 
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REPORT FROM BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

The activities of thelBrattleboro Section for the 
past year have consisted mainly of work parties at 
the new Swezey Camp. Early in May a party of ten 
arriv d at the camp site where they cut trees and 
peeled logs. In June another big work party went 
m to Sw~ze.y and camped out in tents and sleeping 
bags. This time they fotmd the flies fierce. However, 
they started building the shelter. They succeeded in 
getting the foundation laid and the shelter built up 
a few feet. 

There were many other work hours put into the 
building during the summer and fall. Once during 
October, Brandon and Bill Douglas went into camp 
and worked all day. About dark they started down 
in their jeep and about half way down, found the road 
blocked with huge boulders and a giant bull dozer. 
Soon Christopher Swezey drove up on the other side 
of the blockade and said that he was fixing the road. 
Fortunately the Douglases had sleeping bags and a 
little extra food with them, so they returned to 
Swezey Camp and stayed until the next morning 
when the workmen cleared a way for them to get 
down the mountain. 

Besides permitting the Brattleboro Section of the 
GMC to build a camp on his land, Mr. Swezey has 
also permitted the cutting of trees for logs for the 
shelter; he has also offered boarding for the roof 
~rom his mill, and th.e t:se of his bull dozer for grading 
tf necessary. All this ts greatly appreciated by the 
Green Mountain Club. 

The camp now has some rafters on and should be 
completed early next season. 

The Brattleboro Section was represented at the 
Intersectional by ten members, and at the GMC 
Trail Conference in November, by their president, 
Donald Kent. 

At th~ arn;ual meeting of the Section, held January 
16th, thirty mtere ted members and friends attended. 
Craigue Perkins, from Rutland, showed the GMC 
slides and spoke about ~he Club. The following 
officers were elected: President, Donald Kent· Vice 
President, Brandon Douglas; Secretary-Trea'surer, 
Louise Dunkley; Program Chairman, Ernest Barre. 

LOUISE DUNKLEY 

JUST UP THE TRAIL APIECE
BURLINGTON SECTION 

~Ve've been carrying on our schedule of outings 
twice monthly under the capable steering of Outing 
Chairman Dave Otis. 

1:his p~st autu~n's schedul~ has been interestingly 
vaned with day hikes or walkmg and climbing to the 
Mt. Mansfield picnic area, Larroway Mt., Red 
Rocks and . two overnighter_s to old Taft Lodge, 
tucked up high under the Chm of Vermont's highest 
peak, and one to Wiley Lodge, just south of the 
"Onion River" in the New York Section of the 
Long Trail. 

The Class A event of the season was the resumption 
of our New Year Party at the stone and stucco 
Bolton Lodge, 372 miles north on the Trail from 
Bolton village. 

Seven of the most adventuresome of the section 
men and women, went up to the lodge Saturday after~ 
n?on to .watch the new year in. They spent the eve
rnng eatmg popcorn and drinking Joiner Brook water 
and unspiked eggnog. 

S~nday, Ne_w. Year's Day, found nine day hikers 
commg up to JOtn the party. 

The group found some two or more feet of snow 
and snow-shoes and skiis were very useful. The 
temperature rested between 10 and 12 below zero. 
How do we know? It was like this~when "Hack" 
Harrington went out to the brook Sunday morning 
and cut a hole in the ice to get a bucket of water he 
had to cut the pail out of the water 'cause it froze in 
before he could lift it clear with its contents . . . 
that's cold enough- ! Though sharp, the day was 
clear as a bell and the view of Camel's Hump from 
the lodge yard was enchanting in its winter grandeur. 

Sunday, Jan. ~5th, w~ head down Mad River way 
for our annual wmter chmb or ski lift up for a snow
shoe tramp over along the ridge of Gen. Stark Mt. to 
Glen Ellen Lodge for midday lunch. 

On Jan. 29th, the Section will gather for its annual 
business meeting and election of officers for the ensu
ing year preceded by a supper. At that time we'll 
kick out some of our old officers and elect some new 
ones with fresh id.eas._ After the business meeting, 
Sam Hatfield, clad m his grass skirt will show colored 
slides ?fa. trip he ari~ Sadie took ~hen they went to 
Ha.wan with the Episcopal delegation to the Island 
last Summer. Sam is one of the best photographers in 
the Club, outside of John Vondell of the Worcester 
S~ction, and. many others along the way-so, 'em 
pictures of his and the grass skirt should go to make 
up good entertainment for the evening. 

Another Class A outing coming up soon, Jan. 29th, 
is the one to be held in Nebraska Notch, at Taylor 
Lodge, on the Long Trail. The group will snowshoe 
in some four miles to eat one of "Bev" and Don 
Remick's widely acclaimed oyster stew suppers. 
"Bev" sez the secret of their success in stew making 
is the beaver pond water they can get up there at 
the Notch to make the stuff. Anyone down the Trail 
wanting to join us? Sign up and come along and we'll 
guarantee you a good supper and lots of good fellow
ship as well as a nice clear crispy moonlight night to 
hike back to the cars. 

Oh yuh, before we sign off-for those who would 
like to know. Roy Buchanan, you know him, I'm 
sure, you would if you ever attended an Intersectional 
Outing- he ain't blowing his old Henry Hudson horn 
to wake folks up now days but they are having a 
laugh on us. He and Helen are eating "cuds on 
snow"-sugar on snow to you educated folks down 
country, these winter evenings. He won't tell if it is 
new syrup or not. 

LARRY DEAN 

WORCESTER SECTION REPORTING 

Worcester section has been active the past months 
and many members have enjoyed the outings planned 
by the outing chairman who took over upon the 
dea~h of ~ur president, J o~n C. Brosnihan. (The 
outtng chairman and first vice president, David F. 
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Johnson assumed the duties of president for the bal
ance of the year) . 

At the Green Mountain House in West Wardsboro, 
Vermont members enjoyed a fall foliage weekend, 
visiting the new Mt. Snow Ski Area. A climb up Mt. 
Monadnock in Jaffrey, N. H. was also a fall trip. 
A harvest supper and business meeting was held at 
Camp Clarke in Holden, where a Hallowe'en party 
was also enjoyed. A climb up Mt. Wachusett was 
taken in November and a hike and chowder supper 
at Camp Clarke in December. The Christmas party, 
the annual meeting and election of officers and the 
incorporation of the Worcester section brought the 
year's activities to a close. 

Worcester started right out again on New Year's 
Day with a supper, prepared and served by the men 
(they did the dishes too) at Camp Clarke. Two more 
outings are scheduled for January, one to the "Ark" 
at Jaffrey, N. H. for a winter sports weekend and a 
local hike and supper in Shrewsbury. The new outing 
chairman and his committee are hard at work on the 
six months schedule but it was not completed enough 
to report on at this time. 

New Officers: 
President . . . . . . JAMES A. GREEN 
Vice President . ROBERT W. HUMES 

Clerk . . . . JESSIE PHIL LIM ORE 
Treasurer . . . PHYLLIS P. OJERHOLM 

Executive Committee Member-at-Zar ge 
(3 Years) . . . . . . . STUART B. VAN BUREN 

VICTORIA M. MoNIGLE 
Publicity Chairman 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 

A look at our new bulletin, just received, shows 
many interesting events scheduled for the coming 
weeks. 

While Camp Thendara is open only on occasional 
week ends during the winter months, the other 
activities compensate for this seasonal let-up. 

Three skating parties are listed, also a ski week 
end at Berlin, New York and a cross country ski 
trip in Vermont, where those who go may have a 
new experience by skating in a cave. 

Several all day hikes are scheduled and a week end 
camping trip in the Catskills promises to be good fun. 

For those who like exploration, we even feature a 
tour of old mines not too far from Thendara. 

The Annual Dinner-Dance, which is always a 
highlight of our winter season, comes along February 
3rd. We'll tell you all about this in the next issue. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 

CAMEL'S HUMP IN WINTER 

Four of us made the trip to Camel's Hump, 
Saturday, January 7. Geoff Orton, photographer for 
the Development Commission, his assistant, Norm 
Mclvers, my brother, Paul, and myself (also a 
Development Commission employee.) 

We set out about 7:30 from North Duxbury and 
had to walk about a mile up the road since it was un-

plowed-until we reached Couching Lion Farm where 
we put on our snowshoes and really started to hike. 
It was a beautiful day-cold and clear. We stopped 
several times for sandwiches and coffee but didn't 
dally because it was too cold not to keep on the move. 

It was fairly easy going until we got almost to the 
hut. There was so much snow the blazes were hard to 
find and we got off the trail several times. We were 
getting a little discouraged at this point but finally 
found the trail again and reached the hut. Norm 
Mel vers and I had had enough and decided not to 
attempt the summit, but Geoff and Paul set off for 
the top leaving Norm and me to build a fire which 
was fruitless. The hut was practically buried in the 
snow and looked like an Eskimo igloo. The snow had 
blown in and covered the stove. All the wood we 
could find was so frosted, we would only raise a smoke 
screen. 

Paul and Geoff returned about an hour and a half 
later. They had to take off their snowshoes and more 
or less chop hand and foot holds in the ice to get to 
the top. When Paul first took off his shoes, he stepped 
in some soft snow up to his neck. Geoff had to dig 
him out-the snow was that deep. 

The trip down was much faster as usual and after 
awhile we learned to "ski" on our shoes in steep 
places. We got down off the mountain about 4 :30 
weary and cold but glad we went. Geoff took quite a 
few black and white pictures on the trip but they 
haven't been developed as yet. He intended to take 
some color shots but his camera was frozen so badly, 
he couldn't work the shutter. 

All in all, it was a grand experience, but I would 
suggest to anyone attempting it, to take along some 
rope and to dress warmly. 

ELISE K. BECK 

KILLINGTON SECTION REPORTS 

During November Sunnyside was closed in for the 
winter, and a hike up Blue Ridge mountain was 
taken. Tucker Lodge and Clarendon Lodge were the 
destinations for two winter hikes. A card party was 
held at the Rutland Community house early in 
January, the proceeds of which will go towards ex
penses in the building of the Clarendon gorge bridge. 

The annual supper meeting will be held February 
9th. Election of officers will take place, and there is 
an interesting program planned. 

GMC HISTORY 

Larry Dean, chairman of the Historical Com
mittee, is looking for interesting, and little known 
facts about the Green Mountain Club. Anyone 
having such stories, please send them to Larry at 
964 Pine street, Burlington, Vermont. 

It may be worth repeating here that the following 
material has been deposited with-the Vermont His
torical Society at Montpelier, Vermont: a short 
biographical sketch of James P. Taylor, his own 
scrap book of newspaper clippings from May 1916 
to June 1922, relating to the activities of the Green 
Mountain Club. 
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Green Mountain Club, 
Rutland, Vermont 

August 5, 1955 

We can't let another week go by without letting 
you know how much our family appreciates the 
time and money that is spent to maintain the Long 
Trail and its shelters. 

During the first two weeks in July we spent five 
wonderful days and three nights between Mt. Ellen, 
Glen Ellen, and Birch Glen. Everywhere, we found 
the Trail cleared and well blazed. The Barton Trail 
approach to Glen Ellen was so freshly blazed we 
half expected to come across a man with a can of 
paint. 

Glen Ellen needed a little cleaning up when we 
arrived. We also found no wood but we made sure to 
leave a good supply. That was a small price to pay 
for the pleasure we get by staying there in that 
beautiful spot. The pictures we have taken at Glen 
Ellen are treasures of a lifetime. 

At Birch Glen we were caught in a 15 hour, double 
headed thunderstorm. The roof leaked in a hundred 
places, but in spite of it we spent the most restful 
night we ever had on the Trail. The storm kept the 
porcupines away. 

Our children started hiking on the Long Trail at 
the ages of four and six. We think this is a record of 
some kind. They hiked from Appalachian Gap to 
Glen Ellen, about four hours . 

When we tell our friends about the fun we've had 
on the Long Trail for four years, they can't believe 
there is such a wonderful place anywhere. We would 
like to see another article about it in Vermo'Yl;t Life. 

Sincerely, 
MARILYNN BURGESS 

HOWARD BURGESS SR. 

Howrn JR. 10 years. 
]ANET 8 years. 
660 So. Main Street, 
Sharon, Mass. 

NEW YEAR'S ON THE LONG TRAIL 

A group of eleven Explor rs from Post 99, BSA, 
Wilmington, Delaware, ventured into the Green 
Mountains of\ ennont for a New Year's weekend of 
high adventure. The expedit ion was led by Explorer 

dvisers]. . Satterfield and A. W. VanSant, and 
T. H. Talbot of the Green Mountain Club, Y. 
Section. 

We embarked from Wilmington, Delaware, at 
seven o'clock Frida)' , December 30, 1955, for what 
was to prove a very educating and exciting trip. 

After traveling the night and the majority of the 
next morning without mishap, we reached Ted 
Talbot's cabin located west of Arlington, Vermont. 

Feeling quite rested and having slept for over two 
hours, some of our party arose and chose to tramp 
around for awhile in hopes of kicking up a deer or 
maybe tracking a snowshoe rabbit. When packing 
exercises terminated and the clean up job looked 
half way decent, the wanderers returned and our 

group continued on towards Rutland. We stopped at 
Manchester Center to enjoy a full breakfast at one 
of Vermont's fine coffee shops. On reaching Rutland 
we obtained snowshoes (courtesy of one of the most 
accommodating families in this city), bought addi
tional clothing, and then split the party into two 
groups. 

Cold Feet at Montclair Glen 

Six of us consumed the remaining daylight hours 
driving north to Huntington Center. When we ar
rived at the foot of the Forest City Trail it was just 
about dark. The snow in the valley was not too deep 
so after packing up our food we began to follow the 
trail carrying our snowshoes. Before we had covered 
much ground the snow became noticeably deeper and 
progress slowed to the speed of cold molasses. By 
eight o'clock we believed that Montclair Glen must 
be very close, so we cached the food packs, planning 
to return for them later. We pushed onward and up
ward until nine o'clock but still no building in sight, 
so being very cold (temperature about 25 below zero) 
and tired we chose to spend New Year's Eve camped 
on a warm bed of packed snow. New Year's greetings 
were given in the brilliant moonlight, and the frozen 
six immediately disappeared into warm sleeping 
bags for what was expected to be a cold night. 

Rising time was set by popular vote for sun-up, 
which turned out to be ten o'clock into 1956. The 
sun, though it didn't give us any warmth, added 
cheer to the air and exuberant beauty to the whole 
magnificent countryside, with Camel's Hump looking 
directly down upon us. The problem of dressing faced 
few of us for we had slept in everything we had worn 
with the exception of our boots, but the boot problem 
proved to be a trying one, even for the best of 
tempers. Some of the boots had been left outside and 
it is no wonder that they froze at that temperature. 

Frozen sleeping bags having been rolled up, we 
moved on ttp through 3~ feet of dry powder snow 
in places until we reached Montclair Glen Lodge 
about two o'clock in the aftemoon. By the time we 
had retrieved our packs from the f i111er camp site, 
it was dusk and growing colder. The Lodge was in 
good condition. u we bad a hot roaring fire built 
in t he small but efficient stove, and after the tenth 
cup of sweet hoi tea the color began to come back 
in everyone's face. We consumed a large meal of 
many varied courses composed of assorted Army 
rations found in the L dge, for we had not r turned 
for the food packs. (We plan to replenish the larder 
on our next trip to Montclair Glen.) Dinner was 
served at 38 degrees above zero inside the Lodge, 
with the temperature 30 below outside. The idea of 
bedding down early was agreeable with everyone 
except certain individuals concerned with frost bite, 
but they too were at last drawn into the world of 
subconsciousness, after first subliming some of the 
ice that was jamming the zippers on the sleeping 
bags. One member of the party even went trapping 
in his sleep that night! 

The next morning we wiggled down the trail, 
making a non-stop trip back to the car, for every 
time a stop was made the cold seemed to catch up 
with us. One thing we learned from this trip was never 
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to stand still at these temperatures without constant
ly moving ur toes and finger~. ~hough we did not 
get. to climb Camel's Hump this tune, we were li:cky 
to see an alpine glow over the Hump, and we gained 
a great deal of practical experience and snow sense 
that will enable us to make the Hump on our nc~t 
trip. This opportunity may arise by E'.aster, ondi
tions permitting. The six members of this grnup were 
Jay Carr, Jay Hughes, Ross Lanius III, Tom Moore, 
Ted Talbot, and Jim Zawicki. 

JAY CA-RR 

Icebound Clarendon 
The second group was composed of Bob Cla~k, 

Russ Corbett, Ralph Iler, Malcolm Moore, Jim 
Satterfield Eric Schneider, Baker Taylor, and Al 
VanSant. After equipping ourselves in Rutland, we 
drove to East Clarendon where the Long Trail 
crosses the highway. Here we stopped, heaved the 
packs on our backs ~ud stumbled up the. ice-covered 
trail. The trail markings were clear in spite of recent 
lumbering operations, but the rocks were not and 
more than one member of the expedition sat down
hard ! At long last Clarendon Lodge, n~stled in the 
pines, sprang into view and double time was a~
complished. Those who reached the Lodge first split 
up. One group lopped dead wood from the l~wer 
portions of trees, while three made a prec.anous 
retreat. over the slick ice back to the cars to pick up 
the food- quite convenient to have a high,~ay in 
y ur backyard! Others chopl?ed through fotrr mches 
of ice on the stream to obtam a water supply. The 
water started icing over in the pails in the 50 yard 
dash to the Lodge. That night we sacked .in at six
thirty and managed to stay awake u ntil eleven
thirty. By that time Clarendon was a cozy 5 degrees 
and we all went to sleep warm and inhaling smoke 
which had escaped the stove during fueling. 

At six o'clock on the morning of January 1, 1956, 
the new year was started w.ith the S<?~d of one 
sinus-racked Explorer. Followu~g a nounshwg mo1:u
ing repast some of the .boys .chmb~d up to the pm
nacle of Slu·ewsbury Hill. Disappointed at t he lack 
of snow cover (only 3Y2 inches), we left the snow
shoes in the Lodge. That afternoon three members of 
Troop 14 of Rutland under Bill Moreau, Assistant 
Scoutmaster, checked in at Clarendon and made a 
welcome addition to the Lodge and the wood supply. 
Supper was very filling and to work it off some of 
the leaders and boys played cards by the light of the 
chandelier. This proved very tiring and so we all 
went to bed with a sense of well-being. 

We bounced out of our sacks at about six A.M. on 
January second to discover the room temperature was 
a comfortable seven below. This we remedied by 
building a blaze in the stove and toasting our toes. 
vVe rushed through breakfast after first thawing out 
the eggs which had frozen solid on the stove over
night. After cleaning up the Lodge we reluctantly 
left the cheerful atmosphere of our winter quarters. 
All we can say is thanks to the Green Mountain Club 
for providing these accommodations which helped 
make our weekend throughly enjoyable. We had a 
cool Yule. 

RALPH ILER 

ANOTHER BOOK ADDED TO THE 
VERMONTIANA LIBRARY 

THE GREEN MOUNTAINS OF VERMONT 
By W. Storrs Lee. Illustrated 
New York-Henry Holt and Co. $5.00 

. The title of this book is a bit misleading for only 
six of the nineteen chapters directly concern the 
mountains of Vermont. However, the lives of the 
people protrayed, are shown to be greatly influenced 
by the mountains of the state, and it all adds up to 
some very interesting reading. 

There may be some Vermonters who do not 
agree with Mr. Lee when he says "-but to be a 
good Vermonter, native or immigrant, he has to have 
an eccentricity; somewhere in his background there 
is a gentle madness, a persistent fanaticism, an honest 
idiosyncrasy." All these words may be used lovingly, 
affectionately, and honestly from the point of view 
of the author, but to the mind of some people, they 
have been said too many times to the detriment of 
most of Vermont's citizens. 

To the mountaineer who has climbed or hopes to 
climb the Green Mountains of Vermont, Mr. Lee's 
chapters on What's In A name? There's A Long Long 
Trail, Summit Houses, Up and Over, will be espe-
cially interesting. . 

It is evident that Mr. Lee has been plagued with 
question, "Why do men climb mountains?" He puts 
it this way, "Taking into account the swarms of 
gnats, black flies, and mosquitoes, the mu~ and r.ocks 
on the trail, the heat of noon and the chill of mght, 
the porcupines gnawing on the frying pan just after 
curfew, the mice under the bunk, the Charley horses, 
blisters, the blinding smoke of green spruce, and the 
topography of bunks, only a psychiatrist could ex
plain why anyone is interested in the Long Trail." 

When Mr. Lee describes the "ultimate in Green 
Mountain skiing," he takes the reader down a spiral
ing trail from summit to base with every thrill of the 
skier. For vivid writing, here the author is at his best . 
After finishing the description of a minute and a half 
downshill run with a championship title at stake, 
the reader may breath easier as he reads, "Most of 
the three million American skiers will settle for less 
than the ultimate." 

There have been many books written about Ver
mont and they are usually appealing. This one may 
be cdnsidered among the best. It has compiled be
tween its covers the results of a tremendous amount 
of researching. Vermont lore and history, culture and 
tradition from the past are presented, with glimpses 
of the present briefly mentioned. 

M. P. 
NOTICE 

Will all Section Reporters for THE LONG TRAIL 
NEWS please send in to the editor a list of their 
Section's officers for 1956. This list of all Section 
officers will be printed in the May issue of the NEWS. 
Remember the dead line-April 15 for all reports to 
be printed in the May issue. 

We are always looking for interesting mountain 
stories. If the story of any mountain hike is sent in 
we shall be glad to feature it. 


