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GMC TR.4-IL CONFERENCE 
Iu place of the Trustees meeting usually held in 

the fall, this year a new experiment will be tried. 
A GMC Trail Conference will be held at eleven 
A.M. November 19th at the Madison Street Recrea
tion Center in Rutland, Vermol]t. 

The chief business of the Green Mountain Club is 
to maintain its Trails and Shelters. At many meetings 
only a short time can be given to this subject because 
of other important matters to be discussed. It is 
thought that a special conference on the subject 
would be useful in clearing up misunderstanding as to 
responsibility for maintenance etc. 

Also by hearing up to date, detailed reports on the 
condition of Trails and Shelters, we will have a better 
understanding of the whole picture and be better 
able to judge what steps should be ta.ken for improve
ment. 

The interchange of ideas between the various 
Sections, the Patrol, and the Forest Service should 
be of benefit to all concerned. 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

REPORT OF THE INTERSECTIONAL 
Ike Bartlett,-as chairman of the 1955 Intersectional 

held in Danby, Vermont on August 20th and 21st, 
did a grand job of getting the campsite ready for the 
Intersectional, and of making everyone welcome and 
comfortable on arrival. 

Regardless of floods, hot weather, the hottest of 
the season, and long distances, we can count this 
1955 gathering as successful as any previous ones. 
Sixty-two people were registered from eight Sections 
and Membership-At-Large; thus making a good 
representation of the entire Green Mountain Club. 
The following lists the number of members and 
guests from the Sections: Kiliington, 15; Burlington, 
14, Brattleboro, 10; Bennington, 7; At-Large, 4; 

ew ork, 3; Barre, 2; Worcester, 2; Guest pho
tographer, 1; Manchester, 4. 

Hikes were taken to Griffith Lake, Little Rock 
Pond, Prospect Rock, Hapgood Pond, and Mt. 
Equinox. Because of the intense heat, the lakes and 
ponds were in big demand. We also discovered that 

CRAIGUE s. PERKINS, Presider£ ·when the temperature hits close to 100 degrees, even 

LAURA WOODWARD SHELTER BURNED 
TO THE GROUND 

A letter dated August 9th was received at the 
GMC office from P. S. Skell and S. S. Marsden, 
faculty members of Pennsylvania State University 
informing officials of the Club that Laura Woodward 
Shelter had burned to the ground. These men re
ported, that arriving at the site, they found the 
remains of the shelter still smouldering. After putting 
out the fire, they went to the nearest camps north 
and south to post notices warning other hikers of 
what they would find. 

The shelter was built in 1931 by Charles G. Doll 
and Phillip Carleton, now of the faculty of the 
University of Vermont, and was the first of three 
camps erected when The Green Mountain Club ex
tended the Long Trail from Jay Peak to the Canadian 
border. 

There were no clues to indicate how the fire started, 
but it was obviously caused by insufficient care on the 
part of previous visitors. 

mountaineers like to climb their mountains by car. 
This was done by some who reported they had a 
delightful day on the top of Equinox. 

Saturday night Mr. Bartlett had fresh corn on the 
cob for all who wanted it. After supper, when 
twilight turned to darkness, we gathered around the 
fireplace, sang songs, listened to Larry Dean tell 
some amazing stories and heard reports from all the 
Sections. 

SIDE LIGHTS OF THE lNTERSECTIONAL 

Larry Dean's Indian War Cry! 
The arrival of the eight Dunklees and the setting up 

of their tent without any fuss or trouble. 
The delightful coolness of baby Bruce Buchanan as 

he sat in a dishpan of fresh brook water. 
The ease with which Mrs. Dunklee gave her report 

for the Brattleboro Section. Standing in the glow 
of the firelight, holding little Stanley in her arms, 
and patting his back to give him assurance, she 
made a madona like picture. 

The diligence of Gene Bamforth as he worked in 
talking to so many people. 
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The pleasure it was to have New York Section 
members with us. 

The sorrow it was that so many Worcester Section 
members could not come. 

The efforts of Al Deane, Mary and Vera Perkins to 
keep cool Sunday afternoon. 

The suspense of not knowing whether or not the 
"Tooting of the Horn" took place. Did he or didn't 
he? Should he or shouldn't he? These were all 
very important questions asked. Prof. Buchanan " 
said that the answer could be had by asking "T" 
Valquette. Her answer was, "Certainly, he blew 
the horn." 

The number of pictures that Geoffrey Orton took 
for the V.D.C. files. 

GMC GOES TO THE FAIR 

The Green Mountain Club-at-large was responsible 
for one innovation at the Rutland Fair held the week 
of September 4th, 1955. We had an attractive booth 
there, set up by the Killington Section and headed 
by Mary Perkins and two members of the publicity 
committee, Craigue Perkins and Leone Smith. 

Fourteen Killington Section members went on a 
hike the Saturday before the opening of the fair, to 
collect evergreens for decorating the booth. Then 
they went on to the Fair Grounds where they set 
up a large six foot map showing the Long Trail with 
its peaks and shelters clearly marked. A model of a 
lean-to that resembles the ones found on the Trail, 
and made by boys from Camp Sagamon in Pittsford, 
added to the atmosphere created, depicting the 
beauty and relaxation to be found on hiking the 
Long Trail. 

During the week about one thousand people were 
attracted to the booth, not only for its decorative 
appeal but by a special lure of an aluminum cook kit 
donated by Mrs. Lillian Lodge of the New York 
Section. This kit was to be given to the person who 
could guess the most nearly correct weight of a light 
pack. If the contestant answered correctly three 
true-or-false questions about the Trail and Moun
tains, he was given a chance to estimate the weight 
of the pack. This drew a large crowd daily. Frank H. 
Kingsley Jr. of Whitehall, New York, guessed 29 
lbs. 8 oz. which was exactly right, and he became the 
proud owner of the cook kit. 

Too bad there wasn't a tape recorder for some of 
the remarks. "Where can I get a map like that?" 
"Look, I live right there!" 
"- -and this timber wolf jumped right on my boy's 
back." 
"What do you take with you?" 
"I could do the whole Trail in two weeks easy. " 

Seven Killington Section members manned the 
booth during the week and distributed 800 flyers, 
200 copies of Lo NG TRAIL NEWS, and 200 short trip 
folders. They also sold Guide Books. 

What were the results of all this work? Many 
Vermonters became aware of one of their most 
important assets, The Long Trail. Hotel and motel 
owners learned that the Trail was an attraction for 
their guests. School teachers asked for folders and 
slides. Leone Smith talked about the GMC on a 

farm program over WGY. The Vermont and Federal 
Forest booths which were next to our booth presented 
an excellent chance to discuss Trail problems with 
the men in charge. 

As chairman of publicity, I got many enthusiastic 
reports including a large photograph of the booth with 
visitors. One Bennington member wrote that it was 
one of our best projects, showing that "We are 
alive." An important phase of this Fair booth project 
was that its success was due to the enthusiastic co
operation of Club members who initiated this, not 
primarily for their own Section but for the Club-at
large whose continuity depends so much on the 
various Sections. Here is a challenge to other Sections 
to spread the gospel of the Long Trail and the joy of 
hiking in the Green Mountains. 

LOUISE GoERES, Publicity Chairman 

MONROE SKYLINE NOTES 

Following up the last report given in the August 
1955 issue of "Long Trail News,' ' it can now be said 
that the portion of the Long Trail from the National 
Forest Boundary on Mt. Ellen to the Winooski 
River has been cleared this year, except for 172 
miles from Cowles Cove to Burnt Rock Mountain. 
This short stretch which was not worked over is 
passable, and the whole section is in good to fair 
condition. 

This summer Keewaydin Camps, Lake Dunmore, 
Vt., volunteered its services by sending a work crew 
of campers and Staff to clear the trail both sides of 
Appalachian Gap. The crew removed all blowdowns 
and brush to a width of four to six feet and repainted 
the blazes from the old Theron Dean Shelter to the 
summit of Baby Stark Mt. The Director and Staff 
of Keewaydin Camps were most cooperative on this 
project, and as users of the Long Trail they are 
cognizant of the maintenance needs along the trail. 
It is hoped future contacts with this active and 
interested group will be maintained to the mutual 
benefit of Keewaydin boys as well as hikers of the 
Long Trail. 

Attempts to build a new shelter at Cowles Cove 
were not realized in 1955 due to manpower prob
lems. Next year should see a new log shelter at this 
site on the Long Trail. 

THEODORE H. TALBOT, ]R. 
Vt. Trails & Shelters Committee, 
New Y_ork Section, G.M.C. 

INTERIM REPORT OF THE INVESTMENT 
COMMITTEE 

October 17, 1955 
After considerable correspondence, telephone calls, 

etc. mainly between our lawyer, and the lawyer for 
the Howard National Bank & Trust Company, the 
trust instrument was finally signed late last week. 
Your treasurer expects to deliver the funds to the 
bank sometime during the coming week so that the 
trust ought to be in operation in the near future. 

T. N. GODDARD, Treasurer and 
Chairman of Investment Committee 
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A. N. Y. SECTION LONG TRAIL HIKE 

Spirits were high as fourteen of us ~ram the New 
y ark Section assembled at Appalachian Gap near 
Waitsfield at noon Saturday, September 6t~, all s~t 
for a three-day hike on the Monroe Skyline trail. 
It was a perfect day for climbing; the. sun shining 
and the humidity low. After re-arrangmg packs to 
accommodate assigned food parcels, we were off on 
the steep ascent to Birch Glen Camp: 

The Trail became more gradual as it led to Molly 
Stark Mt. where we had some fine views to the north. 
Birch Glen was ·reached in ample time to enjoy a 
hearty supper of steak and corn. From here o~ packs 
would be lighter-we hoped. The camp was m g:ood 
condition, not even a trace of a porcupme. The mght 
was so clear that many of us slept outd_oors. . . 

Early the next morning, with blue skies promismg 
another fine day, we were on _the Trail, aware of the 
eight miles and three mountams between us and our 
destination Montclair Glen. All went well up to 
Cowles Co_:.e Camp, beautifully situated on the bank 
of a stream. From then on we by-passed or crawled 
under and climbed over inore blowdowns than was 
good for us. We could imagine Ted Talbot saying, 
"I told you so in the last edition of THE LONG TRAIL 
NEWS." The Trail was at times completely obscured. 
Our packs weighing about 65 lbs. for the men and 30 
lbs. for the women became heavier by the minute. 

When we reached the slopes of Burnt Rock Mt. 
we had only half of the group with us. We decided 
to eat lunch here, but to our great surprise, we dis
covered that the lunch was in the packs of those who 
were behind. We had only the dinner and breakfast 
rations. So after an hour's wait, we settled for two 
cans of sardines and a loaf of bread, and decided to 
go on to Montclair Glen and have supper prepared 
for the whole group. 

The rocky summit of Burnt Rock Mt. offered a 
fine panorama of peaks of Ira and Ethan Allen and 
the sharp cone of Camel's Hump to the ~orth, the 
White Mountains to the east, and the Adirondacks 
on the horizon far to the west. How we would have 
liked to linger here at this spot for a while longer! 

Once more shouldering our packs, we proceeded on 
the path which led around the summits of Ira and 
Ethan through deep moss-carpeted ravines and along 
banks of fern. We were sure we had climbed the peaks 
of both mountains, so steep was the Trail, but. the 
Guide Book said otherwise. At last we descended mto 
a valley and arrived at Montclair Glen about 3 :30 
P.M. It seemed good to rest! 

At the camp we found twenty boy scouts from 
Massachusetts who had the place all tidied up with 
fresh pine boughs and plenty of wood. They had 
come in the night before and had planned to stay 
another night, but they insisted upon leaving the 
place to us. We were very grateful, of course, and we 
wish to express thanks to all boy scouts who keep 
shelters as clean as these boys did. 

When darkness set in, and the others had not ar
rived we became worried. Suddenly we heard voices. 
With' flashlights we hurried up the Trail to greet 
them and relieve them of their packs. The blowdowns 
on the way to Burnt Rock Mt. had caused them to 

follow a wrong trail down the mountain. Oh, those 
blistered feet and lame shoulders! But a warm supper 

. and a fine bed of pine boughs revives the hiker! So 
it was with us. 

Our last morning began to fog up as soon as we 
started to climb Camel's Hump. Until now the 
weather had been ideal, and it was a disappointment 
not to be able to see the views for which Camel's 
Hump is noted. The higher we climbed, the thicker 
the fog. One compensation we had was eating the 
luscious blueberries found near the summit. Upon 
our return to Montclair Glen, we stopped to chat 
with our good friend, Gene Bamforth, whom we 
always look forward to meeting on the Trail. · 

From the shelter we followed the Callahan Trail to 
the Monroe Farm and cars which had been shuttled 
there previously. There we had our final meal along 
the banks of a cool stream. Another delightful, 
though strenuous Long Trail week end behind us! 
Thanks are due to Dick Vandermark for his able 
leadership, and to Bob Brettinger f~r wielding an 
axe on those blowdowns, thus easmg our way. 

DOROTHY STRUYK 
New York Section, GMC 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
The fall season opened auspiciously for the New 

York Section. The Labor Day week end saw a good 
crowd travel to Vermont and a write-up of this an
nual trip will be found in another column of this issue. 
Thendara had beautiful weather and a full house on 
the same week end. 

On September 30th, the first fall dinner and meet
ing was held at the Fifth Avenue Hotel and a fine 
turn-out heard talks by several of our members 
who had traveled to far places. We saw pictures of 
Glacier Park Yellowstone, the Pacific northwest, 
Greece, Turkey, Italy, Holland, Switzerland and 
several other places. 

On October 2nd, Thendara held open house and 
old friends· gathered from far and near for the 
occasion. 

On October 8th three activities were scheduled
the popular Catskill outing, which had a capacity 
crowd registered-a Thendara weekend- and a 
Saturday hike followed by a chowder party for 30 
registered guests. . 

Interesting hikes are scheduled for the commg 
Saturdays and Sundays and Thendara holds its 
annual horror party-"Bluebeard Week End"-on 
Oct. 29th and 30th. Many headless ladies are ex
pected to be among the guests. 

LILLIAN p. LODGE 

A D Ks VISIT THE GREEN MOUNTAINS 
Long Trail Lodge was the scene of much activity 

the week end of June 3rd. About 125 members repre
senting all eleven chapters of A D K gathered for a 
Spring get-together. We filled every room and ~ottage 
of the Lodge and had to find accommodat10ns at 
motels and cabins nearby. 
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Friday evening, although people were continually 
arriving, colored slides taken by members were 
shown. 

Saturday was the big day for hikes. Two groups 
decided to climb Killington; one by the main trail 
and another by the Buckland trail. These trails were 
new to everyone so one group almost wound up 
climbing Pico instead of Killington. One youngster 
was taken up piggy-back. Everyone made the top. 
The Blue Ridge trail was taken by another group. 
Thirtv members went on a Nature Hike following 
the Appalachian trail. This was featured as an easy 
hike but turned out not to be as easy as expected. 
For one thing the trail is sorely in need of repair and 
marking and secondly, the beavers-such nice 
animals- built a dam, thus flooding a large area 
across which our trail lead us. The only thing we 
could do was shed our shoes and socks and wade 
through dirty, icy water up to our knees. No sooner 
had we emerged from that when rain commenced to 
fall, but we were almost to Gifford Woods where 
cars would transport us back to the Lodge,-showers 
and clean clothes. Our leaders hadn't reckoned on 
such a crowd or such experiences. We'll all remember 
that hike with pleasure! There were shorter trips 
around the Lodge, to Deers Leap, and motor trips 
to Texas Falls and to the marble exhibit at Proctor. 

In the evening three movies were shown. After 
these, square dancing was enjoyed by those not too 
tired after a day on the trails. 

The only organized hike on Sunday was up Mt. 
Carmel. However, some went up Pico and Killington. 

Everyone felt that the first week end out of the 
state was a success. Long Trail Lodge was a perfect 
headquarters for A D K. 

ELEANOR FRIEND 

NEWS FROM KILLINGTON SECTION 

The big news this time from Killington Section is 
that the problem of the crossing of Mill River at 
Clarendon Gorge is on the way to being solved. At a 
special meeting of the Executive Board, Section 
member Emile Boselli, presented plans for a sus
pension bridge and volunteered to do th~ const1;Uction 
if the Section would supply the matenals. His offer 
was accepted and work on the bridge has already been 
started. This is a big job and a worthwhile one. The 
bridge, when completed, will be a great convenience 
to hikers over this section of The Trail. 

Late summer activities included a day at the C.V. 
Camp on Chittenden Pond and a camping week end 
at the G.M.C. Intersectional. Rain forced the 
cancellation of a boat trip on Lake George which 
had been planned. 

Activities scheduled for the near future include 
our Annual Rummage Sale and a Covered Dish 
Supper in November and a Card Party early in 
December. We hope that the proceeds from the 
Rummage Sale and the Card Party will help ma
terially in financing the Bridge Project. 

In the fall series-hikes just completed we have 
covered The Trail from The Grout Job to Mad 
Tom Shelter and have found all that section of Trail 
in very good condition. VERA PERKINS 

NEWS FROM THE BARRE SECTION 

The Barre Section's program for 1955 has proved 
to be interesting and well attended. Mimeograph 
schedules were mailed to all members early in the 
season. 

The sugar-on-snow party was held in March at 
Marshfield, Vennont on a wann. and sunny day with 
twenty-five members attending, and they are looking 
forward to next spring when they hope to hold an
other sugar-on-snow party. 

On Sunday, April 17th, a group visited Mt. Mans
field and rode the chair-lift to the top of the moun
tain. This was just about the last week end for the 
skiers there, and the Barre group watched them as 
they skied down the mountain on the remaining 
patches of snow. 

The hikers were again blessed with good weather 
on Sunday, May 15th, when seventeen members of 
the Section hiked to Pigeon Pond where they cooked 
out on the banks of the pond. 

At the annual GMC meeting held at Long Trail 
Lodge, Saturday, May 28th, the Barre Section was 
represented with four members present including the 
president and the secretary. These delegates agreed 
they had a fine time participating in the day's 
business meeting and a bike to Tucker Lodge. 

A small group hiked to Nichol's Ledge in the 
Calais area on Sunday, May 29th. This was followed 
by a trail clearing party in the Mt. Mansfield area on 
June 12th. 

On Sunday, June 26th, seven members of the Sec
tion climbed from the Couching Lion farm in North 
Duxbury and hiked up the east side to the peak of 
Camel's Hump. After reaching the summit, where 
they paused for lunch, the group continued along 
two miles of the Long Trail to Montclair Glen and 
then proceeded down the mountain. The completed 
trip covered a period of about seven hours. 

A short hike to Wiley Lodge was enjoyed on Sun
day, July 10th, and a well attended barbecue was 
held at Limehurst Pond in Williamstown, S.aturday 
evening, August 6th. 

Dr. Robert Parker and his son Dick of Barre 
represented the Section at the Intersectional held 
in the Mt. Tabor area on August 20th and 21st. 

Mt. Mansfield was visited again on Sunday Sep
tember 25th, when the group reached the Octagon 
via the chair-lift and enjoyed the colorful foliage of 
the surrounding mountains. 

Bolton Lodge was the scene Sunday afternoon, 
October 9th, of a spaghetti feed prepared and served 
by members of the Barre Section as hosts to Burling
ton Section members. There were forty members 
from the two sections at this gathering. Sunny skies 
afforded an excellent opportunity for the pho
tographers in the group to photograph Camel's 
Hump and the fall foliage in .the Bolton Mountain 
region, and many of those present took short hikes 
in the area around the lodge. . 

During the past month several of the girls in the 
Section have been assisting Eugene Bamforth of 
Montpelier by typing material for the 1956 edition of 
the Guide Book. 

RENA GusMAI 
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PLEASE BE CAREFUL 

On August 9th Laura Woodward Shelter burned 
to the ground from causes unknown. Due to its 
remote location north of Jay Peak, its replacement 
will be difficult and costly. This is the fourth GMC 
Shelter to be destroyed by fire during the last few 
years, representing an entirely unnecessary waste of 
labor and money. 

There are many things that might cause a camp to 
burn: smoking on a browse bed; failure to extinguish 
a cooking fire ; building too big a fire too near the 
camp; overheating the stove; insecure stovepipe or 
pipe that runs too near the wooden structure; piling 
wood too near the stove; and many others. 

There is only one way to keep a camp from burn
ing: everyone must be careful with fire. 

CRAIGUE s. PERKINS 

PRAISE FOR THE LONG TRAIL 

To those who have worked and are working on 
The Long Trail to make the Green Mountains more 
accessible to all who wish to enjoy them, the thought 
may come-"Is it worth it?" If you have ever had 
any moments of doubt, or if you need reassurance, 
read the following part of a letter received from a 
member who lives at Mount Holyoke College, South 
Hadley, Massachusetts: 

"I went along to the college chapel for the 11 A.M. 
service and there I heard a sermon that threw, for 
me, a new light on the work of the Green Mountain 
Club and the significance of the work on The Long 
Trail. Hence this letter. 

"The story in brief is this. The Rev. Mr. Webber 
was telling the experiences of a group of young 
theological students who were trying to meet a vital 
need among young teen-agers who ganged up in 
N.Y.C. (they live at lOOth St. between 1st and 2nd 
Avenues where some four thousand persons "exist" 
in shocking conditions). To hear the story unfold you 
would think NOTHING under God's Heaven could 
have ANY uplifting effect on those boys. Then one 
of the leaders took them for a week up on The Long 
Trail (last July). After seven days a miracle had taken 
hold in their lives-the seeming impossible happened. 
I was deeply moved by what Mr. Webber had to say 
and so grateful for even my very brief contact with 
the GMC. 

"Here was a definite answer to the problem of 
juvenile delinquency as far as city boys are con
cerned .... " 

We received another letter from a resident of 
Saint-Jean, P.Q., Canada telling of enjoyable ex
periences had in hiking the Trail last year from 
J ow·ney's End to the Lamoille River bridge near 
Johnson, Vermont. This correspondent, with a group 
of boys spent another week on the Trail this summer 
and hiked 55 miles between Johnson and Mad River. 
Glen. We were very glad to read of the experiences 
of this group and especially happy to receive a re
quest for Membership-At-Large from the leader. 

GUIDE BOOK COMMITTEE REPORT 

The process of getting out the Guide Book involves 
several steps yet to be taken, but we still hope the 
book will be available early in 1956. 

A Guide Book Subcommittee under the chairman
ship of Rena Gusmai is typing the new Guide Book 
material. Associated with Rena in this constructive 
Club activity are four fellow members of the Barre 
Section; Pauline Calcagni, Rita Caslani, Dorothy 
Puente and Nancy Saliba. 

We wish to commend the Barre Section for their 
cooperation in this work and let them know it is 
greatly appreciated. 

GENE BAMFORTH, Chairman 

PUBLICITY AT WORK 
We are always happy to report the work any 

committee chairman is doing. So, at this time, it is a 
pleasure to report that conscientious, hard working, 
Louise Goeres, chairman of publicity, is getting 
satisfactory results from her efforts. 

Recently she mailed out one hundred mimeograph 
letters to former GMC members inviting them to 
return to the fold. The percentage of favorable replies 
has been satisfactory and we think the following note 
attached to an application for membership is well 
worth printing here: 

"Thank you for writing me. I am now back in 
New York, permanently, from present indications. 
For years I have intended paying dues to the Green 
Mountain Club but as I was doing considerable 
moving around, I never caught up with my inten
tions. In appreciation of receiving Ttt~ LONG TRAIL 

1 EWS f.or so many years, I am adding 20.00 to 
present dues. I realize it does not pay up all back 
dttes but hope it wm be a help towards balancing the 
budget of the Club." 

WORCESTER SECTION 

No report has c6me in from the Worcester Section 
for this issue of the NEWS but we have received 
their mimeographed bulletin of proposed outings. 
From it we gather that they were to have many 
interesting outings and hikes; Green Mountain 
House, West Wardsboro, Vermont, Mt. Monadnock, 
Jaffrey, New Hampshire, Harvest supper & Business 
meeting at Camp Clark, and a Halloween Party were 
listed for October. 

We were sorry to learn of the death of the President 
of the Worcester Section, John C. Brosnihan, who 
died August 24th. 

WOODLAND TRAIL WALKERS 
The Woodland Trail Walkers, a hiking club with 

members from New York, New Jersey, and Connec
ticut spent a week end on the Long Trail near Man
chester, Vermont on October 1st and 2nd. 

The group included thirty-five members. 
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A DREAM FULFILLED 

TIGER OF THE SNOWS 

By Tenzing of Everest 
In collaboration with James Ramsey Ullman 
G. P. Putnam's Sons $4.50 

Here is a book that brings alive on its pages the 
story of a man who for years had dreamed of con
quering the highest moltntain in the world. It is 
Tenzing r orgay's story of his life, and especially his 
mountain climbing. 

Mr. Ullman does a beautiful job of writing. In 
using the simplest words to convey Tenzing's mean
ing, the cbann of the book is enhanced. In the 
Introduction he says, "It is hard for Westerners to 
realize the position that Tenzing now holds in the 
eyes of the east. Probably the most comparable 
phenomenon, in our own experience, is Charl s 
Lindbergh; but even Lindbergh, in his heyday of 
hosannahs and ticker tape, did not receive adulation 
to the point of worship .... Tenzing on Everest was 
a man against the sky, virtually the first humbly 
born Asian in all history tp attain world statur and 
world renown. . .. He went up the mountain as a 
simple man, but he came down a hero. And perhaps 
as much as any man in history he has reaped the 
hero's reward-and ordeal." There is more of the 
same that makes the reader want to go on into the 
book to find out what manner of man is Tenzing? 

Then getting into the body of the book, Tenzing 
tells his own story. The chapter on "My Home and 
My People" gives a wealth of interesting information 
about customs, names, diet, religion and the work 
of the Sherpas. 

As you read and learn of Tenzing's career as porter, 
sirdar, and finally accredited member of expeditions 
to most of the great peaks-N anga Parbat, Nanda 
Devi, Bandar Punch-and seven times to the greatest 
of them all, Everest, you realize that.here is no ordi
nary Sherpa. It was not chance that put him in a 
position to be teamed up with Hillary. 

No doubt the most thrilling chapter in the book is 
the one "The Dream Comes True." After twenty 
years of trying, Tenzing reaches the top of Everest. 
Here for the first time he answers the question, 
Who reached the top first? He tells of planting 
the flags, four of them, without any thought of 
politics. He tells of his feelings and impr ssions on 
seeing the great Himalayas, stretching away through 
Nepal and Tibet, and of looking down on the closer 
giant peaks and seeing their summits. "It was such a 
sight as I had never seen before and would never see 
again: wild, wondcrfol and terrible. Dut terror was 
not what I felt. I loved tbe mountains too well for 
that. I loved Everest too well," 

The happiness came later, and other things, too. 
The politics, the misunderstandings, the receptions, 
and the travel were enough to make a man weary. 
Of this he says, "I had reached the top of Everest. 
I had come down from Everest into a different world. 
I had travelled halfway across the world and been 
cheered by crnwds and met prime ministers and 
queens. Everything has changed for me, I thought. 
And yet nothing has really changed, because inside 
I run still the same old Tenzing." M. P. 

HOW HIGH IS UP? 

So asks the little moron. I'll let you answer it. To 
some people the top of a stepladder or the attic 
stairs is the answer. To a rocket expert the moon 
may be the answer. Between these two extremes there 
is an infinite variety to tempt the mountain climber 
be he novice or expert. Seriously, though, I pose th~ 
question so that each may answer it in his own way. 

After the Annual meeting at the Long Trail Lodge, 
I drove over to the White Mountains to look around 
and see what I could see. I was stunned by the 
crowd at Pinkham Notch for the late season skiing. 
I had seen ski crowds before but here was a huge 
group who had come long distances in order to make 
a heart breaking climb to the top of the Headwall 
and enjoy a few minutes run full of thrills and per
haps disaster. Why? The long drive, the long day, the 
haphazard overnight stay, the long climb were only 
incidental to the final accomplishment of a last run 
of the season. 

The same holds true for fishermen, but apparently 
for only a few mountain climbers. Anticipation, 
excitement, something unknown in the objective 
seems to spur them on. Rock climbing and white 
water canoeing certainly qualify but do strawberry 
festivals? Younger members certainly want a full 
measure of excitement. Are our sights too low, our 
objectives too close? Is the answer not how .easy but 
how hard a schedule we can make? Is a week end 
trip to Marcy or Jay done really out of order? Loads 
of ~kiers go ~omparable distances and think nothing 
of 1t. Would it be better to get five people, especially 
younger ones, to the top of Killington than ten just 
in to a nearby camp for supper? Should success be 
measured by how many come out or by what was 
really accomplished? How high is up? 

TED GODDARD 
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