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1955 INTERSECTIONAL 

Let's make the 1955 Intersectional the biggest 
ever! The dates are August 20 and 21. The place is 
Danby, Vermont. To reach the campsite: Driving 
north on U.S. 7, turn right about eleven miles north 
of Manchester, Vermont (or two miles south of 
Danby), cross the railroad tracks, drive on past an 
old abandoned farm house on the right, turn into 
the field here and you will see the campsite ahead. 

Mr. Ike Bartlett is chairman of the committee in 
charge. At the annual meeting in May, he distributed 
an interesting news letter telling all about the Inter
sectional. So that all members may have the details, 
we are reprinting it here. 

"Come with us to the Green Mountain Club 
Intersectional in Aug. in the beautiful Danby-Tabor 
valley. Vermont's scenic grandeur is typified at this 
one ideal location, chosen especially for its rolling 
terrain surrounded by steep mountains affording 
many interesting climbs and varied walks. It is 
situated near to the hi-way, making it easily ac
cessible by car-no need to carry a pack-camp 
next to your transportation~njoy a lazy week end, 
or do a little walking. Meet other GMCers, compare 
notes, pick up ideas for your Section, bring a good 
story to tell at campfire. There will be plenty of 
firewood, good water, toilet facilities. Bring your 
own equipment and food. 

Of interest to those who wish to hike: 

Mt. Equinox: Elv. 3,816-15 miles south of campsite 
-hiking trail up 272 miles, or go up in your own 
car. This interesting Mt. overlooks the southern 
valleys of Vt. This is a MUST. 

Griffith Lake: On the Long Trail-3 miles up from 
the campground-is a medium climb up the old 
logging trail. Many fine views on the way. Note 
to Old Timers: "Logging trail NOT a railroad bed 
any more!" 

Little Rock Pond: An old favorite. Easy walk along 
Long Trail-2 miles thru deep woods. To this 
trail via car 4 miles from camp. The shelter is on 
an island-an interesting spot. 

Business Manager 
MINERVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

NEW TRIPS: Spruce Peak: Elv. 3,060, by car to 
the turnoff. It is 2 miles from Route 11. Many 
sightly views from this peak. 

Prospect Rock: Have you seen it in our slide col
lection? If you have, you'll surely want to be in 
on this trip. From Manchester Depot it's about 2 
miles on a side trail. 

We hope to be able to have the quarry trip as last 
year. Come on Friday, if you wish. FOR TENT 
RESERVATIONS write: I. N. Bartlett, Man
chester Depot, Vermont." 

NOTES ON THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Green Mountain Club 
was held in the Long Trail Lodge on May 28, 1955. 

A coffee hour was held first, then the meeting was 
called to order at 11 A.M. by President Craigue S. 
Perkins. 

The Treasurer's reports were read by Mr. Goddard, 
who had audited them. 

The sections that reported were as follows:-

Barre 
Bennington 
Brattleboro 

Burlington 
Killington 
New York 
Worcester 

There were no reports from Sterling, Middlebury 
or Montpelier. The President assured those present 
that there definitely would be a section in Middle
bury fairly soon. 

Montpelier was welcomed as a new section and a 
charter was presented to them. This section has 35 
paid members and has scheduled two hikes a month 
up to August. 

Two amendments to our By-Laws were passed, as 
follows:-

1. Where a man or a woman is a member-at-large, 
his or her spouse can become a member-at
large after payment of $2.00 annual dues. 

2. Where a man or a woman is a member-at-large, 
his or her children of junior age can become 
junior members-at-large after payment of $1.00 
annual dues. 
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Plans for the Intersectional Week end Aug . 20-21 
were discussed. This will be held in the Danby-Tabor 
region, where it was held last year, and various 
interesting hikes are planned. 

Miss Tye gave the Corresponding Secretary's re
port and made a comparison of the years 1951 to 
1955. 

At this point, the club presented a gift to Miss 
Tye, thanking her for her many years of faithf~l 
service and wishing her many more years of happi
ness. 

The meeting then adjourned for lunch. 
When the meeting re-convened, Mr. Goddard re

ported for the Investment Committee. He said that 
Howard National Bank in Burlington has been 
sf'lected as Trustee for the Proctor Memorial Fund. 
He submitted a resolution, solidifying the work 
which the Trustees and the Investment Committee 
had done and this was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Petrocelli reported for the Conservation Com
mittee and Mrs. W oodelton appealed for help to 
kill the bill to invade Dinosaur National Monument. 

Mr. Dean reported for the Historical Committee 
and Mrs. Perkins for the LONG TRAIL NEWS. 

Prof. Von dell reported that Robert Northrup and 
Ben Royalston were No. 72 and No. 73 to receive 
the End-To-Enders award. 

Mr. Bamforth said that the Long Trail Guide 
Book Committee is collecting material and going 
over it carefully. It is hoped to have the new issue 
out about Jan. 1st. 

Prof. Buchanan reporting for the Trails and 
Shelters Committee, said that work for the spring 
included clearing up hurricane damage and repairing 
several camps. 

Ted Talbot, Chairman of New York Section's 
Vermont Trails and Shelters Committee, said that 
he has a small crew reporting for work June 11th 
and they hope to build another lean-to at Cowles 
Cove . 

The President brought up the subject of a con
tinuous perpetual inventory on conditions of trails 
and shelters. He asked for reports from those who 
have been on the trails recently and said that this 
would be a help in keeping track of sections and the 
work needing to be done. 

The President reported for Fred Field, Chairman 
of Sections Service Committee. The club's collection 
of slides is to be shown in Arlington soon and there 
are inquiries from Northfield_ and Randolph. . . 

Miss Louise Goeres, Chairman of the Pubhc1ty 
Committee, mentioned the 5000 new flyers now 
ready for distribution and told of contacting li
braries and camps in Vermont. 

It was suggested that the Governor of Vermont be 
asked to declare a "Mountain Day" each year as a 
publicity idea. 

The tentative budget of the April 16th Trustees' 
meeting was discussed. The President gaye ~is repprt. 

Mr. Bartlett, Chairman of the Nommat111g .Com
mittee, reported the resignation of Dr. Lmcoln 
Jacobs. Mr. Wm. N. Mitchell was elected to fill out 
this one-year term. 

Mr. Bartlett also reported the resignation of 
Mr. Earl A. Boyce. Mrs. Lillian P. Lodge was 

elected to fill out this one-year term. Mr. Newcomb 
·was elected to fill out Mr. Gerald Wheeler's two
year term. 

Five Trustees were elected for full three-year 
terms, as follows:-

John Paulson-Bennington 
Howard Collins-Burlington 
Eugene Bamforth-Montpelier 
Donald Kent-Newfane 
Leone Smith-Pittsfield 

Mr. Goddard was elected Clerk for one year and 
Miss Hinchey was elected Corresponding Secretary. 

A motion was passed asking the President to write 
a letter of thanks to Mr. Boyce for his years of 
service as Treasurer. 

The meeting adjourned at 3 :35 
LILLIN-< P. LODGE, Clerk 

NOTES FROM THE TRUSTEES' MEETING 
At the Trustees' meeting, immediately following 

the Annual Meeting on May 28, 1955, the following 
officers were elected for the coming year :

President-Craigue S. Perkins 
Vice-President-Eugene Bamforth 
Treasurer-T. N. Goddard 
Auditor-R. G. Spaulding 
Asst. Clerk-Lillian P. Lodge 

The proposed budget of April 16th was adopted. 
It was reported that a bill had been passed 

naming a 2400 ft. mountain in the town of Ripton, 
north of Middlebury Gap, for poet Robert Frost. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE, 
Asst. Clerk. 

NEWS FROM THE WORCESTER SECTION 
Members of this Section have enjoyed several out

ings at Camp Clark in Holden this season. Included 
in the Camp activities were Open House, Clean-up 
and Work Party, informal afternoon and evening 
gatherings and the annual Strawberry Festival at 
which fifty members attended. 

A walk in Shrewsbury preceeded the annual 
Sugaring-off Party on April 16th. On April 23rd a 
group visited the Old Sturbridge Village in Stur
bridge and on the 30th a tour of Cook's Canyon in 
Barre was enjoyed. 

Over the Memorial Day week end several mem
bers attended the Annual Meeting at Long Trail 
Lodge; another group took in a camping trip in 
Deerfield, N. H. 

Twenty members took a trip to York Harbor in 
Maine, June 18th and 19th and enjoyed walks along 
the shore, beach activities, and trips to nearby places. 

Over the Fourth of July another group went to the 
Mt. Mansfield State Forest in Vermont and camped 
in Smugglers' Notch Camp. Nine members took the 
trip to the Mt. Tom State Reservation in Holyoke. 
They got half way up the mountain when a bad 
thunder storm forced them to go down in a hurry. 

The Worcester Section has been busy and active. 

VICTORIA M. MoNIGLE 
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GREEN MOU TAIN CLUB OFFICERS 
AS OF JUNE 19SS 

President, CRAIGUE S. PERKINS 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

Vice President, EUGENE BAMFORTH 

6 Franklin St., Montpelier, Vt. 

Clerk and Treasurer, TED N. GODDARD 

Old Bennington, Vt. 

Asst. Clerk, MRS. LILLIAN LODGE 

700 Balsam Way, Union, N. J. 
Auditor, R. GALE SPAULDING 

lOS Bellevue Ave., Rutlaml, Vt. 

Cor. Sect., Miss MINEKVA HINCHEY 

108 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt. 

Trustees Ex-officio until June 1956 
Ted N. Goddard 
Miss Minerva Hinchey 

Trustees until June 1956 
Mrs. Lillian Lodge 
George J. Petroce1li 

416 West 118 St., New York 27, . Y. 
Miss Frances Green 

SS Holman St., Shrewsbury, Mass. 
Craigue S. Perkins 
William N. Mitchell 

8 Birmingham Road, Worcester, Mass. 

Trustees until June 1957 
Paul S. Newcomb 

162 Stratton Road, Rutland, Vt. 
Arthur Koerber, 

107 Brighton Ave., Pittsfield, Mass. 
Alan L. Gormly, 

490 Shrewsbury St., Holden, Mass. 
Miss Louise C. Goeres, 

Glen Place, North Haledon, N. J. 
Larry W. Dean, 

964 Pine St., Burlington, Vt. 

Trustees until June 1958 
John Paulson, Silk St., Bennington, Vt. 
Harold Collins, Univ. of Vt., Burlington, Vt. 
Eugene Bamforth 
Donald Kent, Newfane Vt. 
Leone Smith, Pittsford, Vt. 

GMC COMMITTEES FOR 195S-19S6 

Trails and Shelters 
Buchanan, Bamforth, Collins, Newcomb, Perkins 

Guide Book 
Bamforth, Buchanan, Dean, Koerber 

End-to-Enders 
Vonde11, Koerber, Miss Green 

Publicity and Membership 
Goeres, Smith, Mitchell, Perkins 

Annual Meeting 
Mrs. Lodge, Kent, Goeres, Gormly 

Intersectional 1955 
Bartlett, Gormly 

Intersectional 1956 
Gormly, Miss Goodale, Paulson 

News 
Smith, Mrs. Perkins, Miss Hinchey 

Historical 
Dean, Collins, Mrs. Lodge 

Conservation 
Petrocelli, Kent, Paulson, Newcomb 

NOTES: 
The first named is chairman. 
Section Service is combined with Publicity and 

Membership. 
The following are the addresses of those not in

cluded in the list of officers: 
Prof. Roy 0. Buchanan 

23 Hillcrest Road, Burlington, Vt. 
Prof. John H. Vonde11, 

80 Fearing St., Amherst, Mass. 
Miss Hazel Goodale, 

257 West Main St., Williamstown, Mass. 
Mrs. Mary Perkins, 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

NEWS FROM KILLINGTO SECTION 
A group of Killington Section members celebrated 

the July 4th week end by hiking the approximate 20 
miles of Long Trail from Barnes Camp to Bolton 
Village. Headquarters was a pleasant campsite in 
the Smugglers' Notch State Park and by the aid of 
the ski tow and a car shuttling system the group 
were able to return to base each night. In spite of 
some discouragements as rain and fog during most 
of the time on Mt. Mansfield, black flies, and some 
bits of rough going on parts of the trail, the good 
features more than out-weighed the bad and the 
whole outing was an enjoyable and satisfying one. 

Members of the Killington Section have agreed to 
arrange and staff a booth to be sponsored by the 
main club at the Rutland Fair. We are glad to co
operate in this venture which it is hoped will help 
to publicize the organization and its activities. 

At a recent Executive Committee meeting con
sideration was given to the problem of providing a 
satisfactory method for crossing Mill River at 
Clarendon Gorge but no decision was reached. 
Another item of business at this meeting was the 
adoption of new schedules as planned by the Outing 
Chairman. Among the Outings planned is a steamer 
trip on Lake George on August 13th and three con
secutive Trail outings scheduled for September 17, 
October 1 and lS and covering The Trail from Mad 
Tom Shelter to The Grout Job. Killington Section 
would be very glad to have other Sections join with 
us on hikes whenever they find it possible. 

When next you visit Cooper Lodge on Killington 
you can enjoy a brand new stove recently placed 
there by Killington Section. It took two trips to get 
it up there and some top flight engineering to re
assemble it (those who watched the process have a 
secret ambition to visit the Sears Roebuck factory 
and see how they do it!). Anyv.1ay it's all set to do 
business and is a right neat job. 

VERA PERKINS 
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CONDITION OF MONROE SKYLINE 

Hikers planning to use this section of the Long 
Trail this .summer should observe caution in two 
areas. The trail from Stark Wall to Molly Stark 
Balcony (approximately one mile on either side of 
Appalachian Gap) is nearly impassable due to heavy 
blowdowns since last year. Travel over this part of 
the trail is not recommended until it has been 
cleared. It is hoped this clearing can be accomplished 
by the end of August, but hikers should obtain latest 
information about the condition from the G.M.C. 
office in Rutland before proceeding to use it. The 
other area needing some clearing is along the Long 
Trail for about one and one half miles from just 
north of Cowles Cove Shelter to the slopes of Burnt 
Rock Mountain. There are·several blowdowns across 
the trail, but the trail is probably passable to the 
hiker who exercises caution so that he does not lose 
the trail. 

A trail crew organized and led by G. Ernest 
Anderson, Jr. of the N. Y. Section with four other 
Harvard students spent 22 man days clearing and 
painting most of the Skyline Trail from Mt. Ellen 
to the Winooski River in June, with the exception 
of the above two areas. Despite some inclement 
weather the crew now reports the parts they worked 
on are in fair to excellent condition so that travel is 
recommended. The side trails are all adequately 
cleared and blazed. 

A separate crew of five readied their muscles to 
start construction of a new open shelter at Cowles 
Cove early in June, only to be rained off the moun
tain after three days of one deluge after another, so 
that this project had to be temporarily abandoned. 
It is hoped to return and construct the new shelter 
before the summer has passed. The bunks in Birch 
Glen Camp are more than a little damp in a rain 
storm, so hikers should be on guard at this Camp 
until we can raise the roof to a steaper pitch to shed 
instead of collect the rain water. All of the other 
shelters on the Skyline are reportedly intact and dry 
during a rain. 

A more complete report on our Section will be 
given in November. 

THEODORE H. TALBOT, JR. 
Chairman, Vt. Trails & Shelters 

Committee, New York Section 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
Now that summer days are here again, we find 

Camp Thendara open not only on week ends but 
also during the week. Many of our members spend 
happy vacation days here. Our activities center 
around the camp during the summer. 

With the coming of September, however, our 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday hikes are resumed, 
also week end outings. 

Our new bulletin lists such interesting two day 
activities as Tanglewood Music Festival in July; 
G. M. C. Intersectional on Aug. 20 to 21; the annual 
Long Trail week end on Sept. 3 to 5; a canoe cruise 
on Wading River on Sept. 24 to 25; and the popular 
Catskill outing in Oct. 

The guest card list shows 34 applicants interested 
in becoming members of the New York Section. 

The first fall dinner meeting is Sept. 30th, when 
returning members always entertain us with tales 
and pictures of their travels. 

Meanwhile, happy vacation days to all. 

LILLIAN P. LODGE 

TRAIL NEWS 
Roy Buchanan is out on the Trail again directing 

the work of the Patrol. Working with him is Ted 
Goddard Jr. of last year's Patrol and Jim Perkins of 
Burlington, a high school junior. They are working 
on the northern part of the Trail. 

Under the leadership of Jackson Bailey, boys 
from Timberlake Camp, Plymouth, Vermont have 
cleared the Shrewsbury Peak trail. This goes from 
the Northham Picnic area over Shrewsbury Peak 
and intersects the Long Trail about one mile south 
of Killington. No work has been done on this trail 
since 1940. This activity of the Timberlake campers 
is greatly appreciated. 

OTHER CLUBS ENJOY THE LONG TRAIL 
Members of the Vermont Bird Club, the Vermont 

Botanical Club, and the Torrey Club enjoyed a day 
of botanizing and birding on the Long Trail at the 
annual meeting held at West Wardsboro on June 
22nd. Forty people from seven states, and one from 
England, hiked to Stratton Pond. Six went back 
over Stratton Mountain. 

Blackpoll warblers were new to some birders, and 
the swamp candle, (habenaria dilettata) new to 
some botanists. 

BETTY BALL 

Anyone who wishes to"receive the annual catalog 
of hikers equipment put out by The Ski Hut, 1615 
University Ave., Berkeley 3, California may receive 
it by writing to them requesting it. 

LONG TRAIL HIKE 
By THE RoESSLERS 

After six years of no vacation other than not-too
many MCM week ends, and no backpacking at all, 
we were once again in the Green Mountains of Ver
mont. Riding up the valley of the Winooski River 
we saw the mountains ahead of us, Camel's Hump 
dominating the scene. We saw, too, the gathering 
clouds and wondered what the weather gods had in 
store for us; we had only some seventy-two hours to 
spend on the Long Trail and naturally wanted to 
make the most of it. 

We wanted to "do" both Camel's Hump and Mt. 
Mansfield, and as much as possible of the Trail south 
of the Winooski River. Recalling the one-sentence 
descriptions of miles and miles of trail in the Guide 
Book, we were armed also with "quads" and an 
excellent book, "Trails and Summits of the Green 
Mountains," by Walter Collins O'Kane. This time 
we were going to know where we were! 

Three miles east of Huntington Center we arrived, 
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together with a thunderstorm, at the Forest City 
Trail. We sat that one out; at about four o'clock we 
waved good-byes and started up the mountain. With 
occasional stops under sheltering ( ?) trees during 
the heavier showers we reached the crest of the 
ridge, two miles and 1300 feet up, in two hours, and 
almost immediately were at Montclair Glen Lodge, 
one of the Green Mountain Club's newer cabins. It 
was clean and dry, there were bunks for eight, and 
had a good stove. There was a super supply of fire
wood, most welcome in this weather, and the ample 
water supply was close by. 

Here we were, again in a Long Trail cabin; the 
fire (it was July 14th) gave us a cheerful warmth and 
dried our clothes; we had an excellent supper, and 
we turned in early; there were balsam boughs on 
the bunks. We were aware, at times, of heavy rains 
during the night, and of heroic efforts on the part 
of at least one porcupine who wanted in. 

Thursday morning saw the clouds rising through 
Wind Gap; there ·was promise of fair weather. After 
breakfast and replenishing the wood supply we set 
out southward, carrying only lunches. We had an 
immediate 1000 feet of elevation to make in 9/lOths 
mile, to the summit of Mt. Ethan Allen. It sounded 
steep but it was not at all difficult ; we went up in 
good time, enjoying the v iews at an outcropping 
and again at the summit rncks. There was consider
able descent before we again climbed, this t ime up 
Mt. Ira Allen. The trail, at the base of enormous 
cliffs, by-passed the summit to the east; around a 
shoulder we had our first view of Burnt Rock 
Mountain, our objective. 

The trail descended steeply; we were soon follow
ing a brook and a porcupine. At about 11 :30 we de
cided that we had gone as far south as we safely 
could and still make our northbound schedule. We 
read the guide and the book and consulted the quad, 
and while we "knew" where we were, we were not 
at all sure that all our information was in agreement 
with the blazes marking the trail route. Back in the 
"col" between Ira Allen and Ethan Allen we began 
to understand. The quad was 1924-1942, the book 
was 1926, and the guide just said, "Three and one
half miles north of Burnt Rock Mountain is Mont
clair Glen Camp." The trail on the quad and the 
story in the book indicated the route going up the 
col and then around on the west slope of Ethan 
Allen. The blazed route was obviously a new one 
and took in the summit rocks and views. When, on 
the way down we passed the "ruins" of the old 
Montclair Glen Camp-we had not seen them on 
the way up-and came to the Allis Lookout with its 
extensive views, we concluded that there might be 
"variations" in the route and we'd better watch for 
the blazes. 

We put on our packs and left Montclair Glen at 
2 :20 o'clock, northbound on the Long Trail. We 
soon became aware of the fact that the huge mass 
we could see from the cabin door was only a "paw" 
of the Couching Lion and that after going up we 
would have to go down before really going up! There 
were views, westward to Lake Champlain and the 
Adirondacks, then to the east an excellent one of 
the Worcester Mountains. As we ascended we saw a 

large red cross high on the mountain and wondered 
as to why; there was no mention of it in the literature. 

Again the skies grayed and the views became lost. 
The weather turned cold and we put on our jackets 
before leaving the shelter of the last trees. Ahead 
was only bare rock; we went up steeply, at one 
point along a too narrow ledge along a cliff, and 
reached the summit at five o'clock. Two hours and 
forty minutes-with packs-for 1.9 miles and, ac,.. 
cording to the guide, a net of 1500 feet of ascent. 

Camel's Hump, or, if you prefer, Couching Lion, 
4083 feet, normally has superb views; a camera just 
drools at the book's listing of all that is to be seen, 
but it was so cold and the winds howled so that it 
was necessary to put the hat into the pack basket 
and the camera could be operated only with difficulty. 
To the north it was heavy and dark; it appeared to 
be raining over Mt. Mansfield. In other quarters the 
sky was getting lighter, but there was no contrast 
for pictures, all a gray that would be exasperatingly 
grayer in the darkroom. We could see the old "tin" 
huts just to the north and could see Gorham Lodge, 
our day's destination, on a shelf, sharply down, a 
half mile away. There were a few bits of aluminum 
airplane debris around, which puzzled us, but it was 
COLD and we hurried on to the cabin. 

The lodge was new as of 1950, another one with 
bunks for eight, and equipped with the same almost 
magnificent supply of firewood as at Montclair Glen. 
We felt most grateful, for, until we got the fire going 
it was really cold and the rain that set in after our 
arrival did not help. And so, a hot meal, some words 
with a porky, and to bed. 

A patch of sunlight on the wall greeted us Friday 
morning, but a look out the window changed the 
picture. We saw a sea of clouds below us and Bolton 
Mountain, next north, was all in a heavy lather. A 
porcupine sat outside on the rail that was to keep 
one from stepping off the cliff; he was chewing away 
happily, but would not stay for pictures. 

It was a cold morning and the water from the 
spring felt colder. It seemed as if the temperature 
were somewhere in the forties, but this was July! 
It was after 9 o'clock when we set out. This was not 
the Long Trail that Alice had hiked on earlier trips; 
checking the book and the quad revealed that we 
were on Professor Monroe's Skyline Trail, now also 
Long Trail. This section is described as the most 
spectacular on the mountain and, we quote from 
"Trails and Summits," it, "follows the top of a lofty 
ridge. Zigzagging from side to side over ledges and 
dipping into ravines, the path makes its way down, 
with superb views across the Winooski River, over 
the Worcester Range, and sometimes back to the 
impressive 'Lion.' Every advantage has been taken 
of the scenic possibilities, and yet the trail is not 
dangerous or seriously difficult." 

The weather improved wonderfully and the t end
ency to dawdle and admire waxed greatly, with care
ful counting of the remaining films. Finally we were 
on a viewpoint, elevation 1905 feet, looking almost 
vertically down in the valley. From this point the 
descent, in the woods, was really steep. We no longer 
had "time" but Wiley Lodge invited a stop. It 
seemed larger than Montclair Glen and Gorham, 
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with a huge supply of cut firewood! The nearby 
stream was most inviting; we concluded that the 
proper day's journey would have been taking plenty 
of time from Gorham, down, and staying here
BUT-on to the Winooski. 

It was hot in the valley at 325 feet; we had 
dropped some 3200 feet from Gorham Lodge and we 
welcomed the lunch stop and the ride with the 
family. A while later we were at the Butler Lodge 
Trail-this is where I came in, in 1943, and eagerly 
anticipated once more the climb to the lodge. 

We left the road at 2 :15, at four o'clock we were 
at the lodge, 1%: miles and 1500 feet higher, feeling 
right proud at this stage at having lopped fifteen 
minutes off the book time, even with the "sore feet" 
resulting from the too fast morning descent. But
we were also thirsty, and not alone! The place was 
full of little boys from a valley camp; there was gen
eral disorder; the table was already full of socks and 
smeared jelly; a boy was trying his best to get 20-
inch logs into a 15-inch firebox, and there was no 
water in camp. The spring that had once served us 
so well was just a trickle, and that stopped with the 
help of an inquisitive little boy who had to move the 
log trough to get a better flow . While the place was 
"full," the older teenagers in charge, camp counselors 
set about making room for us. They were up to just 
"camp," not hike. We viewed the huge stock of 
paper plates, hot dogs, and mustard, "visualized" 
cries of "I wanna drink" and at five o'clock we de
cided to forego another night at the lodge that meant 
so much to us, and headed up the mountain. 

Much as I wanted to go up the Long Trail over 
the Forehead in good weather, we decided that the 
W ampahoofus Trail was our best bet; we wanted to 
get to the Hotel-imagine !-in time for dinner. The 
trail makes a thousand feet in %: mile; we felt that 
we were just sailing up. With stops to enjoy the 
views-the weather was excellent-we reached the 
Long Trail at six o'clock and twenty-five minutes 
later we walked into the Summit House. 

We were in time for dinner; we were, after quite a 
day, OK'd as to attire, but felt a quick change to a 
clean white shirt in order. This was luxury, not 
planned, and we enjoyed it. We wrote our cards at 
a desk in the livingroom lobby where the big stove 
was going full blast. The temperature had been 36 
degrees there that morning; that's why it seemed so 
cold at Gorham. (We learned, later, Baltimore had 
accomplished 101.) There was a complimentary 
booklet, "Mt. Mansfield Summer Trails" in our 
room (also on sale in the lobby) and we commend 
this to all who would spend time on the mountain. 

Breakfast began at 7 :30; we were among the first 
in the dining room. We checked out shortly after 
nine; the rates, including meals, were reasonable, 
and we felt our move up from Butler was worth it 
-and the value increased as we went on enjoying 
much more than would otherwise have been pos
sible. We left our packs at the office, so placed that 
the MCM insignia would "show" and set out carry
ing only lunch packs. 

We followed the Cliff Trail north. There were 
views almost immediately, and then we were descend
ing rocks, so steeply that in one place there was a 

ladder and in another, a cable. vVe went through 
rock caves and then through the deep cleft known 
as Wall Street-the trail is between sheer rock walls. 
Beyond, the west wall and the trail continued up the 
mountain; we took the fork, the Fern Trail to Taft 
Lodge. This was pleasant walking, and remembering 
the firewood situation six years before, we picked 
up and carried wood from some distance out. In 
addition to evidence of use by a mob of boys, borne 
out by the register, the lodge had suffered mightily 
since we had last seen it. Bunks were going and 
gone, the sign of the wrong kind of hunters. We had 
planned to prepare our lunch there and eat else
where, but, after some tidying up, the place was so 
pleasant and the views of Barnes Camp and the ski 
developments below, and the mountains northeast 
to southeast were so rewarding, that we decided to 
stay and enjoy it all with our meal. 

While on the subject of meals, the improvement 
in light weight foods since our previous backpack 
trip made possible a very satisfactory menu with 
noticeably less weight. The European type rye bread 
and the Canadian Bacon, our meat mainstay, were 
the same; the minute rice, the instant puddings, and 
the powdered milk were much improved. "Envelope 
soups" provided our dehydrated vegetables. We 
carried no tin or glass, and the only refuse was paper 
from the meat and the small cardboard boxes from 
the instant pudding mix. 

We realized an ambition when we went up the 
Profanity Trail and found it much easier than 700 
feet in Yz mile would suggest. This put us up on the 
ridge, just south of the Chin, and a short while later 
we stood on the summit of Mt. Mansfield, 4393 feet, 
the high point of Vermont. The weather was ex
cellent and the visibility wonderful, one of those all 
too rare days in the mountains. Almost all, the books 
say 100 miles, of Lake Champlain was visible; the 
Adirondacks rose behind it. Mt. Royal at Montreal 
(the book helps) was visible, as were the White 
Mountains and the Franconias. The Green Moun
tains just faded away into the light. Hundred-mile 
visibility was not exaggerating; it was a most fitting 
climax. 

Time was running out and we regretfully retraced 
our steps off the summit and continued south on the 
Long Trail to the hotel and to the family awaiting 
us. A quick jaunt up the Nose with the Connies, and 
then, by way of the Toll Road and Smugglers' Notch 
we left the mountains. 

That night we had nice visits with GMC members 
Larry Dean and Professor Buchanan, the latter the 
builder of the lodges at which we stayed. And, as we 
now check the notes, the maps, and the various 
books and pamphlets, plans for and visions of "next 
time" on the Long Trail build up! 

Editor's note: The above story was taken from the 
spring issue of the MOUNTAIN CLUB OF MARYLAND 
BULLETIN. Mr. Roessler is Associate Editor of that 
magazine. Mrs. Roessler is the former Alice Brown 
and a Long Trail End-to-Ender. In 1943 the Roesslers 
honeymooned at Butler Lodge. We hope their plans 
for "next time" will materialize soon and that they 
will be back on The Trail before long. 


