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Editor 
MARY PERKINS 

129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

NOTICE OF 
THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The first item concerning the Annual Meeting is 

the change of date. It will be held on Saturday, June 
6th, starting at 11 A:.M . at the Long Trail Lodge on 
Route 4, nine miles east of Rutland. 

With the earlier-than-usual season, the leaves and 
flowers should be well advanced and provide a de
lightful setting for a pleasant visit. Therefore, we 
hope that as many as possible will attend this meet
ing. You will want to hear the latest in trail reports, 
partake of a couple fine meals atop Sherburne Pass, 
and between events take a short walk or two. 

The Program Committee has planned plenty for 
everyone. Your President, Roy W oodelton, is sorry 
that he will be unable to attend, but sends his best 
wishes to all for a pleasant meeting. 

JOHN H. VoNDELL, 
Vice President 

PROGRAM FOR ANNUAL MEETING 
SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1953 

Once again the meeting will be combined with a 
members' roundup designed to promote better ac
quaintance among members. A varied program of 
entertainment has been planned for the weekend. 
The complete program is as follows: 
10 :30 A.M. Coffee Hour (no charge) and Registra

tion period. Greet your friends, reserv'e 
your tickets for luncheon, supper, and 
sugaring off party. 

11 :00 A.M. BUSINESS SESSION. Reports and 
problems of The Green Mountain Club, 
business old and new. Recognition of 
recent End-to-Enders. 

1 :00 P.M. Luncheon at Long Trail Lodge. One of 
their delicious meals will be served
$1.75 including tip. 

2 :00 P.M. BUSINESS SESSION concluded. 
Trustees will meet immediately follow
ing the regular meeting. At that time, 
nearby walks will be held according to 
interest found-

Trail walk for those wishing to climb. 

Business Manager 
LULA M . TYE 

63 Center St. , Rutland, Vt. 

Nature walks for flora, fauna, or 
photo enthusiasts. 

"End-to-End" Armchair hike with 
slides if weather is inclement. 

6 :00 P.M. Dessertless bean supper for those who 
wish ($1.25), followed by Sugaring Off 
Party for all (Maple Syrup, pickles, 
doughnuts, coffee-7 Sc). 

EVENING Fran Green will show slides of Spring
time in Europe. Caroline Parmentier, 
the Fire Warden on Pico, will speak of 
her experiences on the mountains. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 7 
10:00 A.M. Join Killington Section in Rutland, pro

ceeding from there to Spring Lake 
Shelter for hiking and picnic. Bring own 
lunch. Cooking facilities availaqle. Cof
fee on tap. 

Overnight Plans-Saturday night-also Friday night 
if desired. At Long Trail Lodge-Rates $2.50-$5.00 
per person. Make own reservations by May 29th if 
possible, with Grover Wright, Mgr., Long Trail 
Lodge, Sherburne, Vermont. 

At Perkins' Camp-Once again Craigue and Mary 
Perkins are kindly allowing '.":ampers to use their 
camp in Mendon. Bring own bedding, food, folding 
cots for overflow if available. If planning to arrive 
Friday night, notify our hosts in advance. (129 
Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vermont). 

The committee in charge of the Annual Meeting 
program plans includes Frances Green, Chairman; 
Erna Comradt, Vera Perkins, Harold and Thelma 
Valiquette, and Larry Dean, all of whom hope to 
see you at Long Trail Lodge on Saturday, June 6. 

COMMUNICATION FROM 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Annual Meeting of the members of the Green 
Mountain Club will be held on Saturday, June 6, 
1953 at 11 A.M. in the Long Trail Lodge. Trustees 
are to be elected to replace Messrs. Green, Mould, 
Wheeler, Boyce and Petrocelli whose terms expire. 
This meeting will also consider authorization to sell 
the Long Trail Lodge property, as recommended by 
the Board of Trustees, and such other business as 
may come before the meeting. 
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The Long Trail Lodge 

A year ago, the Trustees at their April mePting 
decided, after much careful thought and discussion, 
that it would be in the club's best interests to dispose 
of the Long Trail Lodge property. Not wishing to 
act without first advising club members, the Board 
brought the matter up for discussion "at the Annual 
Meeting last year. 

At that time, and after it appeared that some 
members felt strongly about keeping the property 
from a purely sentimental point of view, the Board 
was asked to reconsider its decision to sell. 

This the Board was glad to do. Not only has it 
given serious and continued thought to this matter 
through the year, but it appointed a committee to 
consider the whole matter and to report to the Board 
and the membership this spring. 

The members of this committee are: 
Lillian P. Lodge, Chairman Larry W. Dean 
Herbert Wheaton Congdon Roy 0. Buchanan 
Walter Collins O'Kane T. N. Goddard 
Earl A. Boyce Craigue Perkins 
Louis N . Bigelow P. C. Voter 

Seven members of this committee met in Rutland 
on April 10, 1953 and spent a full afternoon dis
cussing the problem from every angle. Previous to 
this meeting, much had been gone over by corre
spondence between committee members. 

The report of this committee includes these points: 
1. The Long Trail Lodge was presented to the 

club thirty years ago by Mr. Mortimer R. Proctor 
and his mother. It was a generous and kind gift, 
intended as a home or club house for the club. Yfife 
have conserved this gift and increased its value by 
putting back into it all income for the intervening 
years. The chalet has been built, kitchens added, etc. 

2. Through inevitable evolution and growth, the 
buildings which we call the Long Trail Lodge have 
become a complex property which is unique and 
beautiful, but actually more elaborate and extensive 
than a reasonable home for the Green Mountain 
Club. The club should recognize the fact that it is 
not adapted to exercise wise responsibility for so 
elaborate a project. 

3. We should give full thought to the idea of pos
sible major loss by fire and the situation we would 
be in if this happened, as against this same situation 
if a responsible company owned it . It is practically 
impossible to insure the many buildings against fire 
loss to the extent of their replacement cost. An ex
ample of this is Tree Tops cabin which burned last 
summer and for which we received $1000. insurance. 
It is ~osting the club approximately $4000. to rebuild 
with a cabin somewhat larger. If one of the main 
buildings had gone by fire, we would have been un
able to rebuild with the amount received from the 
insurance. 

4. If the club decides to dispose of the property, 
any monies received from such a sale should be 
placed in a fund to be known as the Proctor Me
morial Fund, the income from which would be avail
able to the club for carrying out its proper objectives. 

The club has held the property for thirty years 
with no return on the investment. With our present 
mortgage, it will be many years before we can be out 

of debt . If the property were sold and the proceeds 
invested wisely, the income would provide sufficient 
funds to take care of Vermont trails and shelters 
under our supervision, and thus give us benefit from 
the gift- benefit which the donors would surely be 
pleased for us to have. 

The Board therefore recommends that the Long 
Trail Lodge property be sold. 

All members are urged to attend the Annual Meet
ing when this important problem will be discussed 
and voted upon. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

By ]oHN H. VoNDELL, 

Vice President. 

INTERSECTION AL 
The date for the Intersectional get-to-gether has 

been set for August 22nd. The place, Fay Fuller 
Camp. This Camp is situated on the southern part 
of The Long Trail about six miles from Bennington 
and can be reached by auto. More details will be 
given in the August issue of the "News" but in the 
meantime mark your calendar and plan to attend 
this annual Green Mountain Club event. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
Our Annual Meeting on March 26th was well at

tended. Members heard reports from all committees 
and noted with satisfaction that our membership 
has reached 343, an all-time high. 

For those with a mind for statistics, it may be 
interesting to note that 

146 people went on Saturday outings during the 
year 

388 people went on Sunday hikes 
226 people went on week-end outings 
556 people attended the 7 dinner meetings 
The Local Trails Chairman does not say how 

many members went with him on the various trail 
clearing expeditions but, judging from the excellent 
work accomplished, it was either a goodly number 
or those who went were extra industrious. 

While our members were not active in working on 
the Long Trail this past summer, the maintenance 
of our section and of our camps and lodges was taken 
care of by Prof. Buchanan and the Long Trail 
Patrol and a good job was done. 

The Conservation Committee had a busy year 
and rendered a fine report. 

Our current bulletin lists the usual interesting 
hikes, canoe trips and week-ends at Camp Thendara 
with the Bird Census there May 9 to 10 as a high
light. 

Your correspondent has just returned from a trip 
to Vermont where she attended a Trustees ' meeting. 
The beauty of the country between Bennington and 
Rutland impressed her anew. She hopes that many 
from the New York Section will be able to enjoy it 
as they drive up for the Annual Meeting on June 6th. 

LILLIAN p. LODGE 
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LONG TRAIL NEWS RELEASE 
From WORCESTER SECTION 

It has occurred to me many times during the last 
several months, that the success of the Worcester 
Section Green Mountain Club, Inc. is due to the 
fine spirit of cooperation shown by the members, 
and the remarkable leadership of President Alfred 
Williams. Having just passed my first anniversary 
mark, I must confess that I am taken aback at the 
speed with which things are accomplished. 

In the few short months since the first of the year, 
the inte;-ior improvements in the Holden camp have 
been a JOY to behold. In place of a rather dingy ill
equipped kitchen there is now a brightly lighted, 
freshly painted, convenient and efficient room. It is 
certainly a joy to the willing workers who for so long 
had to make the best of an inadequate set-up. The 
main room of the camp is now most attractive, and 
plans are always in the making for improvements 
here. 

So that the shock of a first view of the camp at 
some time in the future will not be too great, let me 
acquaint my readers with some of the other out
standing improvemenLs out of doors. Work is 
progressing rapidly on the Joseph Frappier Me
morial firepla e, which promises to be one of the 
most elaborate hereabouts. Club members are donat
ing their time and money to the building of this 
memorial to one of the founders of the Worcester 
Section. A new water supply is to be ready shortly, 
which should delight those members who have been 
toting the drinking water from home. 

Lest the reader might have the impression that 
life is all work and no play, I hasten to give a brief 
resume of the good times the Worcester Section has 
enjoyed during the past several months. 

On February 15 an outing, followed by a supper 
and entertainment, featuring an original skit written 
by Marion Elvidge, and performed by club members. 

Over the February 28-March 1 weekend, fourteen 
members and guests had an opportunity to spend 
the weekend at The Ark in Jaffrey, N. H. The male 
members of the group hiked to the top of Mt. Monad
nock, under adverse conditions, with the females 
stopping at various points along the icy trail. Square 
dancing and fireside singing made top entertainment 
for the energetic mountaineers. 

On March 7, another outing at camp with supper 
and colored slides of the Pasadena Rose Festival 
shown by r:;>octor and Mrs. Steele, with commentary'. 

The Recreational Conference in Amherst, Mass. 
gave members an opportunity to see old friends 
attend a sugaring-off pari-y, and learn more of th~ 
whys and wherefores of the art of re-creating. 

On April 4, about t.hirty members attended a 
business meeti11g at the camp, which followed a full 
day of activity in connection with the various work 
projects. 

We now look forward to the New England Folk 
Festival in Wtircester on April 24-25, where the 
Worcester Section will have charge of a refreshment 
booth, which will swell the club's coffers. All you 
readers who plan to attend the New England Folk 
Festival be sure to come with a good appetite, and 
patronize the food concession. 

~here certainly is no opportunity for spring fever 
laziness to develop in the Worcester Section. There 
is much to do, and much to see. 

PAUL F. Moss 

I.n . ~ddition to this interesting report of local 
activities of the Worcester Section we have first 
ban~ information that there are loyal Worcester 
Section members of long standing who get up on the 
mountains in Vermont and keep up their section of 
The Long Trail. This requires considerable effort due 
to the fact that the distance from home to the 
mountains is great. This is true of all out of state 
section members. However, it would make a better 
and stronger Green Mountain Club if more members 
could popularize the Green Mountains by using 
them. 

NEWS FROM THE BURLINGTON SECTION 

Mountaineers Enjoy Oyster Stew Supper 
at Mountain Cabin 

Twenty-three Green Mountain Club followers 
?raved t~e elements and took the long uphill climb 
m to their Taylor Lodge Sunday, February first for 
their second Oyster Stew supper. An advanced party 
packed the makings of Lhe supper in the three odd 
miles from Stevensville to the lodge in Nebraska 
Notch during the late forenoon. After arriving, the 
men of the group carried water and worked up the 
necessary firewood for the supper. 

During the afternoon four snowshoed up from the 
Moscow side; three from the Barre Section of the 
Club. A second group from the Burlington Section 
followed the morning group in during the afternoon. 

Although the weather was cold the snow made for 
good snowshoeing and the trek through the snow 
coated woodland was pleasant. One of the party 
showed his skill maneuvering through the bushy 
trail on his skis. 

President Beverly Thorpe (UVM Home Ee. 
Senior) prepared the oyster stew supper for the 
group who proclaimed it exceUeni. Jack Harrington, 
Clifton Havens and Miss Thorpe donated pies for 
the feed in the cabin on The Long Trail. 

The thermometer registered eight degrees below 
when they left the cabin for their return trip to the 
cars with their flashlights lighting the way down 
about eight o'clock. ' 

June 6-7 
20-21 

July 4--5 
19 

Aug. 2 

16 

LARRY DEAN 

Hiking & Outing Schedule 

BURLINGTON SECTION 

June thru September 1953 
Annual Meeting-Long Trail Lodge. 
Taylor Lodge-TRAIL CLEARING. 
Alice Rogers'- North Troy. 
Hoag's Camp-Lake Iroquois. 
Lake Champlain via the "Ticonder
oga." 
R. C. Thomas' Camp-Spaulding's 
Bay. 
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22-23 Intersectional Hike. 
Sept. 5-6-7 Adirondacks. Locale to be announced 

in Free Press September 3d. 
20 Allis State Forest Park. 

Dear Fellow Members: 
Summer is just around the corner. We feel--or 

think we do-a vital commotion under the ground 
where life is beginning to stir and heave, making 
ready to joyously burst forth into a new world. 

Golden sun and silver rain! Fresh and soothing 
winds! The sweet and tantalizing fragrance of 
flowers! The waters of woodland streams cavorting 
gleefully down hillside slopes, to come finally to 
their lazy and blissful ease in valley lakes and ponds! 

What luck! What immeasurably great, good for
tune is ours, that we live here among the glories of 
Vermont's Green Mountains! Let us be thankful
and may we fully know, appreciate and revel in our 
blessings. 

Here in the Burlington Section we are as excited 
as a pup with two tails. Our mountains are calling 
to us to get ready; to get our packs repaired and 
adjusted, our boots greased, our blankets and sleep
ing bags rolled. And, friends, we are ready. We have 
been ready for weeks, for months-yea, forever; be
cause we learned way back in the days of our first 
sunrise, that whatever the vicissitudes of life else
where, here in our mountains we shall be at peace
with ourselves and all the world. 

So, we wish to extend to you our sincere hope that 
these same woods and mountains will bring to you 
this coming summer a measure of joy and happiness 
equal to our own. We hope, too, that the spirit of 
comradship amongst us will serve as an invitation 
for you to join us whenever inclination and.oppor
tunity come your way. We have some mighty fine 
forests and mountains up this way, and we'll be 
proud to show them off to you anytime. 

E. R. BEAL 

NEWS FROM THE KILLINGTON SECTION 
The Killington Section's full schedule of a hike or 

outing every two weeks has been in force for some 
time and has proven to be popular with members. 
Hikes to Clarendon, Tucker, Governor Clement and 
Buffam Shelters have all been enjoyed since the be
ginning of the year. 

The Winter-week-end in February has become an 
annual event and gets a good crowd out each time 
it is held. This year the weather was mild and cars 
could be driven to the camp door in Mendon, the 
location of the party. 

The Sugaring Off Party is another annual event 
with the Killington Section, and this year was no 
exception to the rule of its being a huge success. 
Sixty people attended at Deermont Grange Hall in 
Mendon and after the eats were taken care of, square 
dancing was the popular entertainment for the rest 
of the evening. 

Our Roy Buchanan was written up twice in the 
January issue of "Appalachian Trailway News." We 
are reprinting the following from that magazine. 

A. T. C. BOARD MEMBER BUCHANAN 
The name of Roy 0. Buchanan is almost synono
mous with trail maintenance for he has been for 
over thirty years the "spark plug" of this activity in 
Vermont. 

On his seventieth birthday, December 13, 1951, 
members of the Green Mountain Club commemo
rated the event by a "party" for him and the 
presentation of tokens of appreciation. 

Since 1920 Prof. Buchanan has directed the con
struction of 23 shelters on the Long Trail. He has 
long headed the Trail Patrol. In 1951 he actively 
supervised the construction of the new Taylor Lodge. 

Besides building shelters and working on the Long 
Trail and the connecting link of The Appalachian 
Trail between the Long Trail and the Dartmouth 
Ot·~ing Club trails, he has done much hiking for fun. 
He has climbed all major peaks in the East, includ
ing Marcy, Mansfield, Washington, Katahdin, and 
the 46 peaks of the Adirondacks over 4,000 feet high. 
He also enjoys snowshoeing, skiing and skating. 

He is a past president of the Green Mountain 
Club, as well as of the Burlington Section, and has 
been a trustee of the Club for many years. In 1948 
he was elected and at the Skyland Conference in 
1952, he was re-elected a member of the Board of 
Managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference. He 
prepared the chapters on that section of the Long 
Trail used for The Appalachian Trail which appear 
in the new Guide To The Appalachian Trail in New 
England. 

Although he has now retired from his position on 
the faculty of the University of Vermont, Prof. 
Buchanan is still living in Burlington and still carry
ing on his many outdoor activities and his trail work. 

Vermont 

A.T.C. Board Member and G.M.C. Long Trail 
Patrol Director Roy 0. Buchanan writes: 

"* * * Early in September the Long Trail Patrol 
of the Green Mountain Club finished the job of 
clearing The Appalachian Trail link trail between 
the Long Trail Lodge (Sherburne Pass) and the 
Barnard Gulf Road. We cut out the blowdowns, 
mowed the ferns and brush and painted blazes in 
doubtful places. This work was completed too late 
to help Mr. Miller, though part of the section was 
done when he went through. * * *" 

This is a little-used section of Trail, which never
theless goes through interesting hill country, and 
which is an essential link in the through Trail. The 
Green Mountain Club, and especially Prof. Buchanan 
and the Long Trail Patrol, deserve the thanks of all 
those interested in maintaining the unity of the Trail. 



The Long Trail News 

NEWS FROM THE BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

On March 16th members of the Brattleboro Sec
tion held a business meeting to decide whether they 
would "do .or die." They decided to "do." Now that 
the dark days are over, and the sun shines once in a 
while, Brattleboro Section members are getting out 
again and are planning big things. 

On March 28th, sixteen members and friends met 
at the Robert Allard farm on the Putney Road for a 
sugar on snow party. 

On April 13, at a business meeting at Ray Prestle's 
home at 22 Southern Ave., the following slate of 
officers were elected to carry on for 1953: President, 
Whitney Hartshorne; Vice President, John Musho
vic; Secretary-Treasurer, Louise H. Dunklee. 

Plans were made for a hike up Mt. Wantastiquet 
for May 6th. A hike was also scheduled for April 
26th with Whitney Hartshorne as leader to go into 
Sweezy Camp to make plans for the building of a 
new cabin, to check on supplies needed and to look 
into the title of the new location. A building com
mittee was appointed with Jerry Stone as chairman, 
Philip Chapman, Bruce Buchanan and Donald Kent 
as members. 

A trip to Mt. Washington was discussed and it 
was finally decided to meet June 17th at Philip 
Chapman's on Bonnyvale Road and make definite 
plans for the hike June 26, 27, and 28. 

Let's hear what develops at Sweezy for the August 
issue of the "News," and be sure to write up a story 
about Mt. Washington. Have a good time and best 
of Luck. 

A letter was received from H. M. Severance, Los 
Angeles City College, 855 North Vermont Avenue, 
Los Angeles, California that we wish we could print 
in full. We haven't the space this time so will quote 
in part: "* * * I get to Isle LaMotte in the summer 
and formerly managed to get on occasional trips 
with the Burlington Section. Have not been able to 
in recent years owing to not having my car with me. 
For 40 years I have wanted to climb Katahdin in 
Maine and would be glad to share expenses with 
any Green Mt. members who have room in a car. 
Could meet them in Burlington or St. Albans." 

BENNINGTON SECTION'S SCHEDULE 
The following outing schedule was received from 

the Bennington Section. It looks like a very good 
program and should get the members out. The 
"News" would be glad to print a report of any of 
these trips if a correspondent from the Bennington 
Section would send one in. 

OUTING SCHEDULE 
The 1953 outing schedule is here presented. It was 

worked out after supper at Drysdale's camp in 
Woodford and approved by those present. It is your 
Club. The trips are planned for your enjoyment as 
well as our own. You can't enjoy them sitting at 

home even tho home is pretty comfortable and has 
fewer bugs. Enjoy your Club and make its activities 
a success. 

This section of the Long Trail and its shelters are 
our responsibility. We haven't done much on them 
for s_ome time. We cannot neglect them so will do a 
little work on some of these trips. 

May 10 Tannery Falls and Spruce Hill (off the 
Mohawk Trail). 

The falls ought to be full at this time. 
Most of this is driving but a short hike 
up Spruce Hill is · planned to stretch 
your legs. All day. Bring your lunch. 

May 24 Mt. Macomber 
from Williamstown via the Haskins 
Farm and the old turnpike over Berlin 
Pass. Bring lunch. 

June 6 Annual Meeting 
Saturday at the Long Trail Lodge. 
Come ancl meet other members of the 
Club. 

June 7 Glastonbury 
Bring your lunch. 

June 21 Little Rock Pond. 
This is the best place around here for 
our Strawberry shortcake feed. And 
who doesn't like strawberry shortcake. 

July 5 Seth Warner 
Meet here for lunch. We have work to 
do. 

July 19 Mt. Aeolus, East Dorset 
One of the Dorset quarries will be m
cluded on this trip. 

Aug. 2 Spring Lake 
We have heard so much about this camp 
from the Rutland Section that we want 
to see it. 

Aug. 16 Ball Mt. 
Blueberries ought to be ripe about now 
up there. 

HA VE YOU CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? 
We have been receiving from the Post Office copies 

of THE LoNG TRAIL NEWS marked "not at this ad
dress." This makes it necessary for us to pay double 
postage and the member does not receive his "News." 
Members-at-large, please send in your change of ad
dress to Miss Lula M. Tye, 63 Center St., Rutland, 
Vermont. Will secretaries of Sections also check 
their membership list and send in to Miss Tye all 
changes of address. 

The Burlington Section recently got out a mimeo
graphed sheet telling about The Long Trail and the 
Burlington Section of The Green Mountain Club. 
The object of the sheet is to inform prospective 
members about the Club and invite them to join. In 
addition to being sent to members, copies will be 
placed in each of Burlington Section's four lodges 
this summer. We think this is a commendable idea 
and could be copied by other Sections to the ad
vantage of the entire Club. 
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WHAT KIND OF A TREE IS THAT? 

By VERA PERKINS 

Looking through a hand-book on Trees which we 
received for Christmas, we were impressed with 
how much we didn't know! Along with this we 
recalled many discussions we'd heard while on hikes 
which went something like this-

"Is that a spruce tree?" 
"No, I think it's a balsam." 
"I thought balsam needles were light under

neath." 
"Well, I don't know. Could it be a hemlock?"

and so on. 
We put these two thoughts together and decided 

maybe a short article might serve to help us increase 
our knowledge and also inspire further study for 
everyone. 

Trees are a big subject so we are limiting our 
study this time to a few of· the conifers-that is 
trees with needle-like or scaly leaves. Winter is as 
good a time as any to start this study. Among the 
conife~s in our locality are several varieties of spruce 
and pme, hemlock, balsam fir, and juniper. 

One characteristic which is helpful in distinguish
ing trees is their general appearance. We can learn to 
recognize many from their form and habit of growth. 
For example, spruce grow straight and tall, tapering 
up to a point, and have drooping, horizontal 
branches. Balsam Fir is a cone-shaped tree whose 
branches tend to point upward rather than droop. 
Juniper is a short, clumpy, spreading tree. 

Anyone who has climbed Killington or any other 
fair-sized mountain does not need to be reminded 
that environment often alters the form of trees so 
they are less easily recognized by the general appear
ance. 

There are other more specific characteristics which 
are helpful in identifying trees. The leaves (needles 
to us) of the conifers have their own distinguishing 
characteristics. 

Pitch Pine has three needles in a cluster which 
stand out at right angles to the twig. Red Pine 
needles are a dark, glossy green and come in pairs, 
while White Pine has bluish green needles in clusters 
of 5. It is interesting to know that the needles stay 
on these trees for periods of from 2 to 5 years. 

Spruce needles are in close spirals all around the 
twig and each needle is four sided. Balsam Fir has 
white lines on the under side of the needles. Hemlock 
has short, flat needles on small stalks in two flattened 
rows-they are darker above and silver lined under
neath. Tamaracks shed their leaves in winter. 

Cones contain the seed of this type of tree and 
these too differ. Pitch and White Pine cones have a 
prickle on them, while Red Pine cones are unarmed. 
Spruce cones are always hanging down. Hemlock 
cones are smaller. Tamarack ones grow upright. 
Junipers have modified cones the scales of which 
join to form a bluish berry which contains the seeds. 

Observation of differences in the bark of these 
trees is another help in knowing them but it is 
difficult to consider these differences without a 
sa~1 .ple or at least a photograph. 

Conifers have characteristic blossoms too. Have 
you ever noticed them? 

Why not choose a tree, visit it at least once a 
month and .get to know it thoroughly, bud, leaves, 
flowers, fruit, seasonal color, twigs and bark. The 
uses of its wood fo an interesting study too. 

.Trees are '.ill around us in infinite variety. They 
will stand still and let you look at them and it re
quires no expensive.equipment to study them. This 
could well be an interesting and worthwhile hobby. 

The above brings to mind the story of Col. Robert 
H. Montgomery, retired lawyer, who has an estate 
at Coe Cob in the town of Greenwich, Connecticut. 
In 1928 Col. Montgomery decided that he would 
"find a hobby." He did just that, and the hobby was 
c<;>llecting trees. His first step in the development of 
~is ho~by .was to make a. card index. of every tree 
hsted m Liberty Hyde Bailey's book on evergreens. 
Then he went to work looking for them. He not only 
found the evergreens he wanted but has grown and 
arranged them so beautifully that his collection is 
rated as most outstanding. 

Two hundred of his choicest and rarest specimens 
have been moved thirty miles to the New York 
Botanical Garden. The cost of moving alone was 
$30,000. Collecting trees is no doubt an expensive 
hobby. At one time Col. Montgomery wished to 
buy a beautiful weeping hemlock. The nurseryman 
asked $1,500 for it. That being more than the Col. 
wished to pay, he told the nurseryman that if he 
lowered his price he (the Col.) might be interested. 
Sometime later the nurseryman parted with the tree 
for $500. 

If we can't collect trees, we can know them and 
enjoy them. Let's do that. 

ADIRONDAK LOJ CLUB TO REOPEN 
Adirondak Loj Club, headquarters of the Ad

irondak Loj Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain 
Club, will reopen for the summer season the week 
ei;id of Memorial Day when the Adirondack Forty
Sixers assemble for their annual spring meeting at 
Heart Lake. Forced to close down during the winter 
b~cause . of insufficient skiing patronage, the Club 
>yill agat? welcome the hiker, and those who just 
hke to sit and look at the mountains, when these 
hardy bushwhacking ridge runners gather to swap 
tales of past climbs and possibly to repeat a few. 
GMC members numbered among their ranks include 
Prof. Roy Buchanan and the late Prof. Lou Puffer. 

Situated about 9 miles from the town of Lake 
Placid the Club offers the shortest approach to 
Mt. Marcy and other high peaks of the Adirondacks. 
Starting this summer the courtesy of Adirondack 
Mountain Club member rates will be extended to 
members of the Green Mountain Club. Address: 
Adirondak Loj Club, Lake Placid, N. Y. 

L. MORGAN PORTER 

Vice-Chairman 


