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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
It is with great sorrow that I report the death of 

Louis B. Puffer on Oct. 11th last. Professor Fuffer 
has a host of friends in our Club. They knew that 
he gave unselfishly of his time and energy for the 
benefit of all members and for others who enjoy the 
mountains and trails of Vermont. The pleasures 
which he derived from the outdoors were a source of 
enjoyment for us all. 

All members know how interesting he made ''The 
Long Trail News." Under his guiding hand as editor, 
the "News" has been something to look forward to. 
His facility in writing com1?ir:ed with .his hiking ~n~ 
climbing experiences and his interest m Club act1v1-
ties and members enabled him to pass on to us much 
of the enjoyment that he derived from his outdoor 
pastimes. 

In an editorial in a recent issue of the "News" that 
Louis Puffer wrote, he said "The real strength of an 
organization like The Green Mountain Club is to 
be found in the interests, enthusiasms, loyalty and 
support of its members." I believe he ummed up in 
those few words, that, which has made our Club the 
grand organization whi.c~ it is. Th11:s w~en I asked 
Mary Perkins, of the K1llmgton Sect10n, 1f she would 
assume the responsibility of editing "The Long 
Trail News," she, as a loyal and interested member 
agreed to undertake this im~ortant funct~on . I am 
indeed grateful to her for this. I also be.heve M~s. 
Perkins will be thankful to any who will send m 
material of interest for publication in the "News." 
Articles on hiking, on conservat ion or on any outdoor 
activity will always appeal to ow· members. May I 
ask your cooperation in helping our editor. 

RoY B. WooDELTON. 

Professor Roy Buchanan, the man who knew 
Professor Puffer better than any of us, the man who 
was his friend and companion in work and play 
writes the following: 

ln JjWemoriam 
The Green Mountain Club as well as all of the 

rest of us suffered a very great loss in the sudden 
death of Professor Louis Blackmer Puffer in the 
morning of Oct. 11, 1951. 

Lou was best known to members of The Green 
Mountain Club for his mountaineering activities 
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but he had many other and varied interests. He was 
an excellent amateur photographer in both color 
and black and white. he was an authority on covered 
bridges and had pictures and notes on the construc
tion of all such structures in Vermont, he knew 
Vermont's wild flowers by their botanical names as 
well as by their common ones. He had visited each 
town in Vermont and knew well their picturesque 
back roads. He delighted in Vermontish anecdotes 
and stories, he wrote many artic.les on hiking and 
also part of a book on mountams, and he knew 
intimately many of Vermont's lakes, streams, and 
other beauty spots. 

Professor Puffer was a successful teacher in Civil 
Engineering, first at his Alma Mater, Re::issel~er 
Polytechnic Institute, and later at the Umvers1ty 
of Vermont. He served Vermont as Professor of 
Civil Engineering and as Head of that Department 
in its College of Technology until his death. He was 
known to possess a fine grasp of Mathematics and of 
Engineering and to be abl.e to transmit his knowledge 
to the minds of his students. They greatly apprec
iated him because of bis ability as a teacher and 
especially because of his genuine interest in hem 
and their problems. 

Perhaps Professor Puffer's outstanding trait was 
his lively interest in life in general. He could talk 
entertainingly on many subjects, from wild flowers 
to engineering, from historical matters to .present 
day happenings, and from Green Mountam Club 
problems to those of the nation. One of his friends 
says that he seemed to take greater joy in life than 
do most people. 

Lou's G. M. C. friends will long 1·emember the 
many things that he did for the Bw·lington Section 
and for the main Club. He was President of them 
both for several years and was a Trustee of the main 
Club for many terms. The Guide Book and "The 
Long Trail News" seemed to be his, for he long 
served them, both, as Editor. 

Besides writing much of the material for "The 
Long Trail News" he contributed many articles_ on 
biking and mountaineeri g to out of door publica
tions and wrote the section on New England's 
Mountains in the book entitled "The Friendly 
Mountains." Then for his own amusement and that 
of his friends he wrote poems in the meter of "Hi
awatha" and of "Evangeline" to commemorate 
catastrophes that happened to his acquaintances. 
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Lou was the finest hi.king companion that one 
could .find. He was cheerful, no matter what hap
pened, and always could see the funny side of 
exasperating incidents. His witty twisting of words 
and phrases came at the most unexpected times and 
no doubt they will be repeated to excite chuckles at 
many a camp fire in the future. He had few, if any, 
equals at selecting good firewood, at flipping flap 
jacks, at making bough beds, or at bushwhacking 
through strange forests. 

His love of bushwhacking trips made him an 
invaluable companion in climbing the 46 four
tbousand-foot peaks in the Adirondacks for 21 of 
them are trai1less. Lou became the 50tb Adirondack 
46-er on October 7, 1947 when he climbed Couch
sachraga. This peak is usually called Couchie, for as 
he once said "few can spell it and none can pro
nounce it." This peak is the most inaccessible of the 
Santanoni, Panther, Couchsacbraga 1·aoge which be 
immediately named the "Santie, Pantie, Couchie" 
range. He had to try three times to climb Couchie, 
weather being unwilling, but he :finally succeeded, 
to bis intense satisfaction, for he seemed to fear that 
he might not be able to complete the 46. 

Louis Puffer was indeed a good Club member, a 
good teacher, a good writer, a good hiker, and a 
good friend, and it is hard to believe that he is gone. 
But even though he is gone, he has left many pleasant 
memories that will long survive. 

Good bye, Lou. 

From SMOKE and BLAZES 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE 
N. Y. SECTION VISIT VERMONT 

We are always glad when members of the New 
York Section have an opportunity to enjoy The 
Long Trail. We all appreciate the work which that 
Section does in maintainin~ a Section of the Trail 
at such a distance from theLr headquarters. 

In response to a request from us, Alfred Githens 
of the New York Section sent us notes on theh- most 
recent trip-The N. Y. Section's Annual Labor Day 
Week-end on The Long Trail. From his notes we 
have summarized some of the high points of th 
trip in the following article. 

A party of 13, eight men and :five women, left 
Huntington Center on Saturday P.M. and hiked 
in to Montclair Glen Shelter, south of Camel's 
Hump. After supper they spent the evening sin,ging 
around the campfire. As it was a clear, starry night 
and the shelter has bunks for only eight, :five slept 
out under the stars. At dawn however, "Rain, and 
how I The shelter then held 13 !" 

Sunday the party climbed "-The Hump" going 
over the top in about a 40 mile \V:ind. Clouds and 
mist obscured the view and made it necessary to 
watch for blazes. Then on down to Gorham Lodge 
about which Mr. Githens says, "A beautiful spot 
if I ever saw one.'' Here 8 stayed over night, the 
other 5, as they had prefen-ed to climb without 
packs, returned to fontclair Glen for the night. 
The group was met at Gorham by Prof. Buchanan. 

-Monday found the crowd hiking on down to 
Wiley still in the rain, fog and clouds, with no views. 
After lunch they left for New York by car. 

From SMOKE and BLA7-ES 
KILLINGTON SECTION HOST TO 

INTERSECTIONAL OUTING AGAIN 
by 

LARRY DEAN 

The l illington Section has again played host to 
the Section members of the Green Mountain Club 
at another Intersectional Outing at the Perkins 
Camp in Mendon. Though I "hear tell" the event 
was not as welJ attended as the outing of last year, 
I am sure what was lacking in numbers was made up 
for by the spirit of comradeship experienced by the 
forty odd participants. 

The weather followed the pattern of the summer, 
drizzle and mor~ drizzle with a day or so of pleasant 
sunshine a month thrown in. We got drizzled on the 
Satw·day afternoon of our arrival but luckily the 
canvas was up to shelter us from the rain. Harold 
Valiquette of the Killington Sec. pi:ovided his big 
tents to suppliment the smaller tents of the in
dividuals and they came in very bandy. 

The evening chow was cooked out either in the 
rain or under the cover of Harold s tents. Ike Bartlett 
of Manchester and Mrs. Bartlett prepared a half 
bushel, or it might have been a peck of spuds and 
fried 'em up "home fry style" for the group-Yum
! can just taste them now as I hammer this story 
out 'cause I can eat fried potatoes till the porkies 
shed their quills. 

-The only casualty of the rain was Dean and his 
pocket-sized tent. During a lull in the storm he 
found he had failed to button up the door before 
the rain drenched the site. The air mattress wi·th the 
sleeping bag on top was found floating like a raft 
on Little Rocky Pond but being a stamp sized 
mattress, the sides of the bag were dunking in the 
water. Bedding and mattress made a fast trip to the 
back of "Pinkie's" camp house kitchen stove for 
drying and Jim Green shoved over to give room for 
another sleeper in his tent that night. 

The rain drops came down too fast and the grass 
got too moist for comfortable sitting around an 
outdoor campfire as was originally planned. Instead, 
we all pa keel into the camp house living room for 
the evening program. Jim asked for sectional 
reports of activities and terling, Bw-liogton, 
Maocheste1·, Killington, Bennington, and Worcester 
sections responded. After the reports Harold Vali
quette got everybody, or nearly everybody, all 
snarled up with one of his pencils and a little hunk 
of twine. Some of us never did get untangled from 
the gadget. 

Sunday dawned fair and after breakfast was 
made and washed down with coffee, all were rearing 
to hit off on hikes. 

The main group beaded up the Blue Ridge trail 
and in to the G.M.C. Tucker Lodge where others 
of the group were awaiting them. The hikers broke 
open their pack lunches while they rested up at the 
lodge and they discussed the pros and cons of the 
Valiquette stove. Roy and Harold sparked the stove 
debate. 

After all had chewed food and "fat" for a spell they 
took to the trails again. The main group filed up 
over the trail around back of Deers Leap to the 
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junction of the Appalachian Trail to the east. At the 
junction the group split into parties, one to go to the 
Long Trail Lodge and the second to tag Roy down to 
Gifford Woods State Parle along a piece of Ap
palachian trail. The purpose of this trip was to check 
the amount of wind damage done along tbe traiJ. 
Jim lugged along bis axe to do a little clipping along 
the way. Right in the thick of his chopping, the head 
of his axe took off for parts unknown. If the head did 
not whang into something it is still on the wing 
born b) the momentum of Jim's powerful swing. 

Late Sunday afternoon the groups returned to 
the campsite to strike tents, pack up and make 
their homeward departtrre after expressing their 
appreciation for the privilege of spending their 
week-end as guests of the Kill.\ngton Section. 

It seems to me that this annual Intersectional 
amp-out of the Club should be continued as a part 

of the Annual Intersectional Outing. To make the 
event a successful part of the Club's program each 
section will have to sell the idea to its own section 
members. We have to make the doubters realize 
that we who do go have a lot of fun and fine fellow
ship. 

NOTES FROM THE NEW YORK SECTION 
The New York Section's first fall dinner-meeting 

was held Sept. 28th at Seamen's Church Institute. 
There was an excellent turn-out. Our members had 
been to many distant places on their vacations, 
including South America, Switzerland, our own far 
west and several tational Parks. We heard travel 
stories and saw fine pictures of several of these trips. 

If \Ve keep on traveling around this way and 
gathering good pictures and interesting tales, we'll 
soon develop an excellent list of speakers (unpaid!) 
among our own members for future club meetings. 

Our fall activities, as varied as usual, include 
Saturday afternoon outings, Sunday bikes, a canoe 
cruise, week-end trips and, of course, week-ends at 
Camp Thendara. The Catskill trip over the Columbus 
Day week-end is always popular and well attended. 
The annual Labor Day trip to the Long Trail took 
eighteen members to our section of the trail and gave 
them a look at our new lodges-Wiley and Gorham. 
The weather was bad but the trip good! 

WORCESTER SECTION NEWS 
The Worcester Section has had a busy and 

enjoyable summer. and early fall program, with 
some very well attended outings. 

The summer began with the annual Strawberry 
Festival held at their local camp in Holden. As usual 
a hike preceded a basket supper, topped off with 
strawberries, angel cake and coffee-all everyone 
could eat, and more besides! A business meeting 
followed, and the program was concluded with a 
vaudeville show. 

There were two mid-week picnic supper meetings, 
each followed by a hike and a showing of colored 
slides, taken by different G.M.Cers. Two other local 
hikes were also enjoyed. Twice during this period, 
the club hiked on the Long Trail staying at Willis 
Ross Camp and Little Rock Pond. Another double 
was swimming parties. One was held at a lake in 
Grafton, and the other was a trip to Crane's Beach 
at Ipswich, Mass. 

Open House at the Worcester Section's "Club 
House" on Labor Day found many folks dropping 
in to join the scheduled hike, or just to visit and 
break bread together. 

A canoe trip on Lake Quinsigamond late in 
September, attracted several members altbo the 
day was cold and windy. 

Over the October 13-14 weekend, a group of the 
hardier members went on a camping trip to Mt. 
Chocorua, and a "good time was bad by all." 

The Halloween Part.-y, always a big aJiair, brought 
out a large number of members and guests. Each 
person was asked to "wear yo.ur own face under a 
party hat." There were so many clever bats that the 
judges had a hard time. ~owever, they awarded two 
prizes. One for a Television Hat. It bad a square 
box-like crown, topped with a TV aerial. The screen 
in front was lit up by a flashlight, and seven or eight 
G.M.C. news items, illustrated on a scroll, were 
brought into place for show by turning knobs on 
each side of the hat. The other prize went to a 
mountain with 13 pipe cleaner figures struggling 
up the cliffs, or sitting on top and looking at the 
view. 

The group had a card party at their own camp in 
order to get a bit of cash to pay for materials used 
at the many work parties at the camp, of which the 
section is very proud. A White Elephant sale was 
also held at one of the local outings at camp. 

The last outing, before the press deadline, was a 
jaunt over the Mt. Holyoke Range. The Worcester 
group met members of their "Amherst Annex" 
(whom they would like to meet more often!) and 
together they "did" the range. 

The annual dinner meeting of the Worcester 
Section will be held Saturday evening, December 1, 
1951 at Franklin Manor in West Boylston, Mass. 
An excellent dinner is promised at seven o'clock 
sharp. After the dinner election of officers will take 
place. 

LONG TRAIL STORY IN "VERMONT LIFE" 
Congratulations go to Frances Green of the 

Worcester Section for her Long Trail story ''Over 
The Hill From the Tamarack Tree" published in the 
Fall issue of Vermont Life. 

The article tells about the Stratton Mountain 
area so beautifully that it stirs up longings to repeat 
a visit to one of the most delightful spots on The 
Long Trail. 

From Burlington Free Press 
October 29, 1951 

DEDICATION OF TAYLOR LODGE 
ATTENDED BY 74 HIKERS OF 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Seventy-four hikers attended the dedication and 

cabin-shower party at the Green Mountain Club's 
Taylor Lodge yesterday. 

The groups arrived about midday to eat trail 
lunches in the cabin and to inspect the rebuilt lodge, 
said to be one of the best trail-shelter jobs of Prof. 
Roy 0 . Buchanan's Long Trail Patrol. 

All agreed it was a fitting memorial to the memory 
of the founder, the late James P. Taylor. 

* -
. 
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After a songfest by the UVM Outing Club group, 
Harold Collins, president of the Burlington Section, 
Green Mountain Club, called the gathering to order 
for the dedication. 

Collins acknowledged the presence of Prof. Bob 
Sidle and his group of 20 UVM Outing Club mem
bers. He also introduced Ronald Terrill, who repre
sented the Sterling Section, GMC; Eugene Bamforth 
of the club at large and Kenneth Kidd of the local 
section, representing the Norwich Outing Club. 

Ages 8 Months to 76 Years 
The two youngest hikers present were Alice Jean 

Johnson, age 8 months and Roddie Rice, age l1 
months, who came in over the trail in their fathers' 
packs. The oldest member present was Frank Post, 
age 76. 

Collins also welcomed Chester Buchanan and son, 
David, who made the trip from Schenectady, N. Y. 
Buchanan was for a number of years a member of 
the Long Trail Patrol and helped erect several of the 
trail shelters. 

Professor Buchanan spoke briefly and introduced 
his patrol members, Don Havens of the Burlington 
High teaching staff and Jake Bailey, UVM. 

To Act As Guardians 
The outing chairman, Elton Beal, reminded the 

group of the amount of unselfish work, time and 
expense in building such a structure by the Club 
for the benefit of trail lovers. He suggested that each 
member of the club, as well as the UVM Outing 
Club, act as guardians of the Green Mountain Club 
shelters against thoughtless vandalism. 

The property chairman, Don Remick, expressed 
appreciation in behalf of the Burlington Section to 
the Long Trail Patrol for the rebuilding of the lodge. 
He thanked the group for their donations to the 
cabin shower, and remarked that one donation came 
from Bullah Jones of Yonkers, N. Y., who could not 
be present. 

Pay Tribute to Prof. Puffer 
During the ceremonies Collins paid tribute to the 

late Prof. L. B. Puffer, former LONG TTAIL NEWS 
editor and popular Burlington Section member. 

Among the guests present were Mrs. Lillian 
Hardy of Woburn, Mass.; Miss Barbara Bouchard, 
former St. Albans section member, and Miss 
Charlotte Hubert of Yonkers, N . Y., who came for 
an overnight stay at the lodge in order to attend 
the ceremonies; and Wayne Magoon, New Milford, 
Conn. 

Halloween Party Well Attended 
The entertainment chairman, Beverly Thorpe, 

reports that 84 attended the Burlington Section's 
Halloween party Saturday evening at the Colchester 
Grange Hall. 

After a basket supper Harold Collins introduced 
Mrs. Belle Cobb, 89, who gave several readings. 
Square dancing rounded out the evening's entertain
ment. Music for the dancing was recorded and 
Collins and son, Rod, called for the dances. 

Refreshments were arranged by Beverly Thorpe 
and her committee, Mrs. Joyce Fellows and Don 
Remick. 

Peggy Jones and a group of 12 were present from 
Barre. 

In reporting the above items of interest for the 
"News," Harold Collins, President of the Burlington 
Sectipn said, "The Halloween party was Saturday, 
October 27, and the dedication of Taylor Lodge, 
Sunday, October 28. We were very pleased at the 
unusually large number who hiked in to Taylor 
Lodge. I am sure the place will never see as many 
again. The "shower" was much more than our 
fondest hopes could visualize. I'll bet $35 worth of 
new teakettles, frying pans, dust pans, eggbeaters, 
silverware, and many other utensils too numerous 
to mention, was donated. We left only a small part 
of it there and have taken the rest out to distribute 
to our other lodges, as the need arises." 

NEWS FROM THE KILLINGTON SECTION 
The Killington Section has attempted something 

different on their scheduled hikes. End to end of the 
Killington Section's trails, is the "battle cry." Three 
consecutive hikes have been planned to cover the 
22 miles. (I had better use my new Guide Book to 
check that mileage.) Correct! Twenty-two miles 
from Long Trail Lodge to the Gulf Road. 

The first hike took place October 26th, with 
thirteen brave hikers starting at the Long Trail 
Lodge and going up over Killington and down to the 
Governor Clement shelter. Snow was found on top 
of Killington. It was cold and some of the hikers 
weren't dressed warm enough. However there were 
no serious results from this exposure for the transpor
tation committee got to Governor Clement shelter 
in time to get a fire going and make coffee for the 
hikers. 

The second lap of the End-to End hike took place 
on November 11th. Starting where they left off-at 
Governor Clement-eleven of the original thirteen 
started over the trail to Clarendon. It was a beautiful 
day and the hikers enjoyed it very much. At each 
crossing of a. road there was discussion as to 
whether it was the upper, lower, or middle road to 
Northam. When they reached Clarendon shelter 
they were disappointed to find a good sized dump 
disfiguring the camp dooryard. Two members of 
the party volunteered to come back the following 
week and clean it up. (They did, too.) 

At this writing the last lap of the series hasn't 
been completed but on November 25th a hike is 
scheduled to start at Clarendon Gorge and finish 
at the Gulf Road, south of Buffam. 

1951 GUIDE BOOK 
The new 1951 Guide Book is ready for distribution 

and may be obtained by writing to Miss Lula Tye, 
63 Center Street, Rutland, Vermont. The price is 
$1.00. 

Miss Tye reports that orders from individuals of 
eleven different states and Canada have been filled. 
The Guide Book has also been sent out on consign
ment to bookshops in Burlington, Rutland, Stowe, 
Bennington, and Montpelier, Vt., The Long Trail 
Lodge, The Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, 
and C. S. Hammond & Company, New York. 

This is the fourteenth edition of this helpful little 
book. Its preface contains valuable information 
about the Green Mountains, hiking equipment, food 
suggestions, and camp rules. 
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The main part of the book gives a description of 
The Long Trail divided into twelve Divisions, each 
followed by a map and a table of distances. On all 
maps elevations are shown by figures, and contour 
lines. These contour lines are at intervals of 500 feet 
in elevation. 

Another interesting section of the book is given to 
"Outlying Mountains." Of these mountains the 
Guide Book says, "The following mountains are not 
on The Long Trail but most have trails and reward
ing views. As a rule, these trails are not plainly 
marked and care needs to be used in locating the 
start. No attempt has been made to describe the 
approach roads in detail, and usually local directions 
should be secured. Distances given are only ap
proximate." Then thirty of the "outlying moun
tains" are listed with location, altitude, mileage, and 
some description given. If you have climbed all of 
the high peaks on The Long Trail, here is an oppor
tunity to get acquainted with a few more. 

In the back of the book is a Hiking Times and 
Distance Table covering the whole Long Trail, and 
to complete the job of giving information to the 
hiker, there is a page devoted to "Sources of Food 
Supply, Mail and Lodging." 

If you are thinking about taking a trip on The 
Long Trail, get an up-to-date copy of the Guide 
Book and have the fun of sitting down by the fire 
some cold winter night and planning it. Even if you 
can't take such a trip, reading the Guide Book will 
take you there in spirit. 

SNOWSHOEING ON THE LONG TRAIL 
For out-of-door people who do not care to venture 

forth on the mountains on skis, snowshoeing is an 
ideal sport. The Vermont mountains, beautiful in 
all seasons, but at their best when covered with a 
mantle of soft white snow, are well worth the exertion 
of a snoshoe hike. 

When snowshoeing on The Long Trail you will 
experience a thrill when you find blazes on trees at 
ankle level instead of above head level as you find 
them in Spring, Summer and Fall. There is a hushed 
stillness in the woods in Winter combined with a 
clear blue sky, trees like marble statues, and a soft 
white carpet at your feet that gives the impression 
of walking through an enchanted land. 

The flies will not be out to bother you and the 
heat will not oppress you but the air will be cold, 
sharp, and invigorating. There will be interesting 
sights all along the way. Tracks here and there to 
speculate on; perhaps a hare, or the straight line 
of a fox, or the footprints of a bobcat. There will be 
plenty of time to think as you walk along. Problems 
will become easier to solve, cares will become lighter, 
and you will wonder why you don't get out in the 
woods more often. 

There are some physical aspects of a Winter hike 
on the mountains that should be considered seriously. 
It is necessary to wear warm clothing and to carry 
an extra jacket to put on when you stop to rest. An 
extra pair of mittens may come in handy if you 
should happen to take a few spills in the snow. Wool 
socks are a must, of course, under whatever type of 
shoe you prefer. Ski boots are not good, but almost 
any other type of hiking shoe would do. Be sure 
your snowshoe harnesses are in good condition. It 

would be a serious matter if your snowshoes became 
useless. The snow on the mountains varies from 
three to six feet, so walking without your equipment 
would be almost impossible. If you find the trip too 
strenuous, turn back before you become exhausted. 

Climbing a mountain in a chair-lift is one thing; 
using your own power is another. If you intend to 
climb any of the high mountains in Vermont, check 
with someone who knows the conditions in that 
particular area. For example, Mt. Killington, with 
an altitude of 4,241 feet, the second highest mountain 
in the State, is not too difficult to climb in winter 
under favorable conditions. There is a closed lodge 
a short distance from the peak but the problem of 
getting into it would arise if it should happen to be 
snowbound. There is a stove inside but how about 
getting wood in a blizzard? Never go off alone for 
any distance and always be sure of your equipment 
and conditions. 

A short leisurely snowshoe hike with a meal 
cooked outdoors, is an experience once tried, will 
be repeated many times. There are shelters on The 
Long Trail a few miles from main highways that 
serve as good destinations for this type of hike. 

The Killington Section takes advantage of shelters 
like Tucker Lodge, a mile in from Sherburne Pass 
on U.S. 4, and Clarendon Shelter a short distance 
from Vermont Highway 103 at East Clarendon. 
Small family groups as well as large club groups 
numbering thirty or more, have hiked into these 
shelters to have fun in the snow. The youngsters 
play in the snow, build a fort and have a snow battle. 
Those beyond this type of play, gather wood for the 
fire, get water for the coffee or just chat until they 
get so cold they have to move in order to keep warm. 
When noise subsides, it is a sure sign that food is 
being consumed. After the meal is finished, it doesn't 
take long to pack up and start for home. On the way 
to the cars some one is sure to ask, "Where is the 
next hike?" 

From SMOKE and BLAZES 
CONTROL OF INSECT DESTRUCTION 

In the October issue of the Scientific Monthly, 
Prof. Graham of the University of Michigan tells 
about a different approach to the problem of con
trolling insect destruction in forests. 

When a certain specie of tree in a certain area 
became heavily infested with some harmful insect, 
the usual procedure was to find out all you could 
about the insect, and determine the best way to kill 
off enough of the over-supply so that damage to 
the trees would be held to a minimum. 

Dr. Graham points out that large scale insect 
attacks don't "just happen." They are caused by 
one or more of several factors in the environment 
that are unusually favorable to the insect. Some of 
these factors, such as climatic conditions, we can do 
nothing about. But Dr. Graham believes that by 
controlling the composition of our forests either as 
to kinds of trees present, or as to the age distribu
tion, we can make them more or less resistant to 
insect damage. 

The spruce bud worm is very destructive to spruce 
and balsam growing together in some areas. A study 
was made not only in the areas attacked, but also 
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in adjacent areas where there was little damage. It 
was found that where there were many mature 
balsam trees the destruction was heavy, but where 
the taller trees were less than half balsam they were 
seldom killed by the insect. 

It seems that when the budworms come out in the 
Spring they start to eat balsam and spruce needles. 
To make fast growth and survive the worms must 
soon feed on buds. The balsam buds open a week or 
so before spruce buds. If there is a shortage.of balsam 
buds at this critical time a great proportion of the 
worms perish and there is no widespread destruction. 
If we want to save our spruce from this dangerous 
insect we must cut out enough balsam so that the 
dominant trees are mostly spruce. 

A slightly different bud-worm will attack red 
pines in open stands but not those closely placed. 
It was found that staminate flowers are the pre
ferred food of this budworm. When other parts of 
the tree are chewed resin oozes out and kills many 
of the insects. But staminate flowers are numerous 
only on pines with abundant foliage. So if w~ keep 
our red pine forests well stocked so as to restrict. the 
amount of foliage we may protect them from serious 
budworm damage. 

The "removal of all affected trees" to control an 
insect pest is only a temporary measure for it does 
nothing to make conditions less satisfactory for the 
multiplication of the pest. . 

Chemical sprays must be resorted to if other 
methods fail but this treatment kills friend and foe 
alike and must be repeated endlessly since, if con
ditions are not changed, the area will be re.infested. 

Dr. Graham suggests that: (1) a safe mixture of 
tree species should be maintained in the forest; (2) 
large areas of even-aged stands should be avoided 
by controlled cutting; (3) timber should be harv~sted 
when mature. If we don't cut 'em the insects will. 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
We have 197 adult Members-at-large and 17 

junior Members-at-large. We would. like to. hear 
from these members in regard to their experiences 
on The Lcing Trail. There must be many intere~ting 
stories from these members that could be written 
up in the "News" for the enjoyment of All club 
members. 

We have our Section reports. Let's do something 
about Members-at-large reports. Send them to the 
editor for publication. Regardless. of whe.ther or not 
you live far from The Long Trail, we like to hear 
from you. 

END-TO-ENDERS AWARD 

A note from John Vandell, chairman of the Trail 
Award Committee, tells us that the number of 
End-to-Enders awards given out, is now up to 61. 

This award is an 8 X 10 pictorial map of the 
State of Vermont with the location of The Long 
Trail and camps shown. 

Anyone who has completed hi1:cing the enti:e 
Long Trail, and gives some d~t~ m re~ard to 1t, 
can get this award. If you are eligible, write to Prof. 
John H. Vandell, Massachusetts State College, 
Amherst, Mass. 

HAVASU CANYON TRIPS 

A series of trips to Havasu Canyon within Grand 
Canyon National Park are being organized by 
Joseph C. Wampler, archaeologist-mountaineer of 
1940 Hearst Ave., Berkeley 9, California. 

Each is an eight-day trip from San Francisco or 
Los Angeles California. A combination of rail and 
bus transp~rtation is used to Hualpai Hi~ltop, 
Arizona. The remaining ten miles of trail to a wilder-
ness camp is afoot or horseback. . . 

According to Wampler, groups will consist of 
mixed parties of about 35 men and women from all 
walks of life and from all parts of the country. 

Cost of the eight-day trip, including all transporta
tion except saddle horses bu~ not includ~ng mea~s 
while en route on bus and tram to the trail head, is 
$115, stated Mr. Wampler. . . 

The trip leader has engaged m arc~aeolog1cal 
research in the Near East under the auspices of the 
Pacific School of Religion, in addition to extensive 
exploration and mountaineering in Europe and 
North America, both for scientific research and for 
recreation. 

-Joseph C. Wampler, 1940 Hearst Ave., Berkeley 
9, California. 
References: American Trust Company and Bank 
of America, Shattuck and Center, Berkeley, 
California. 

Editor's note: 

I wish to thank everyone who sent in material 
for this issue of THE LONG TRAIL NEws. Thanks 
also for all the good wishes sent to the editor. 

There will be another "News" going out next 
February. Please send in Section news, Trail news, 
outdoor articles, or any other items that may be of 
interest to our readers, not later than January 31st 
for the February issue. 
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CIRCULATION OF 
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circumstances and conditions under whioh stookboldcrs and i;ccunty holdori who do 
110t oppear upon U1c boob or the company ns t.rwstcea, hold stock and oocuritlca in a 
oapac~y other than th•~ or a bona fide ownor. . , . 
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