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THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

September 16, 194 7 
To the Trustees and Section Presidents: 

It's been a hot summer but those of us who have 
been out either to clear trail or just to enjoy a hike 
haven t complained too much. We are however looking 
forward to those brilliant Vermont Fall days for more 
trips. It's the best time of the year to be out on the 
li-ail. The sno-birds will take exception but their time 
come-Slater. 

The reports on Trails and Cabins are not good. In 
fact some areas are very sadly neglected. Some sec
tions just haven't the membership to do the job even in 
a cursory manner. But the job of clearing trails and 
fixing over shelters must be done and done soon or the 
Long Trail from Massachusetts to Canada will be a 
wilderness and not a footpath. 

Signs need replacing, trails need clearing of both 
heavy and light stuff and need painting, shelters need 
all manner of repair. Much of this work can be done 
this Fall. There is six weeks of good weather left to 
do it in. Why not plan a couple of week-ends or even 
a week in Vermont before snow sets in to do this work 
and get a head start on next year. Individuals can do a 
lot, groups can do more. If the work in your section is 
up to date don't hesitate to do a job on the next section. 
St. Albans, Middlebury and Manchester sections need 
help and I'm sure they will bless you if you lend a 
hand. 

The Mount Mansfield intersectional trip was a huge 
success, thanks to Larry Dean, and I'm sure the New 
York intersection at Thendara will be even better if 
such is possible. Keep it up. 

Skiing and snowshoeing will be in order before many 
months have passed. What do you think of the special 
ski emblem? Help Waldo Holden out if you can so 
that we can get orders enough together to warrant 
making the emblem. It's for all sections, not just one. 

Something to think about for next year: An inter
sectional work trip where the trail needs it the most! 
And don't forget John VondeU's Appalachian Trail. 

We are responsible for a section of it. Have you an 
axe to grind? Sharpen it up good because there is a lot 
of work for it. 

T. N. GODDARD, President 
Green Mountain Club; Inc. 

WINTER GET-TOGETHER 

About a month ago we received a post-card from 
Miss Tye reading as follows: 

"Just had a note from Waldo Holden stating that 
the Winter lntersectional Meeting of the Green Mt. 
Club, Inc. would be at Long Trail Lodge weekend of 
Feb. 28th, 1948. If he hasn't sent this to you for the 
NEws, well here it is. 

"I had to get after him to get the dates settled as 
New York said it was out too late last year for a 
notice in their bulletin-result-dates settled. 

Lu Tye." 

WINDHAM COUNTY SECTION 

Here's the fall and winter program of outings for 
the Windham County Section, of Brattleboro. The first 
ones are gone by, but if you can join any of the later 
ones they'd like to have you. We're glad to see that 
our newest section is so active, and wish all the older 
ones were equally so. 

GREEN MT. CLUB PROGRAM 

Fall and Winter-1947-48 

Sept. 20-Corn Roast, Dutton Pines-Dave Dunklee 
Oct. r9-Mt. Monadnock-Bruce Buchanan 
Nov. 7-Square Dance-To be arranged. 

Ralph Chapman and entertainment committee. 
Dec. r 3-0utdoor Winter Picnic at Ernest Barre's 

Camp. 
Jan. r 1 (or r8 depending on weather) Annual Meeting. 

Skating or skiing-Smith Cottage at Spofford 
Lake. 

Gilbert Dunnell and Prentiss Smith 
Feb. r 5-Snowshoe or ski hike up Wantastiquet 

Bob Dunklee 
March-Sugar Party.-To be announced. 
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NEW YORK SECTION 

The first get-together dinner of the New York Sec
tion this fall was held at Fraunces' Tavern on Sept. 
26th, with about eighty present. Pictures and accounts 
of the summer's experiences took the audience from 
Alaska to the island of Jamaica, and from Glacier Park 
to the Maine coast. In addition, a furlough hiking trip 
in India was described by ex-G.I. William Witt. For 
a hiking club, the Section put a lot of water under its 
keels, by steamer, schooner, and canoe. However, 
Charles Pomeroy' s pictures taken while clearing on 
the Long Trail, and Al Githens' account of the Labor 
Day week-end around Stratton Mountain, prove that 
the members still walk. 

Spreaking of Labor Day, 40 workers cleared and 
painted blazes on two miles of the Appalachian Trail 
in the Kittatinny Mountains in New Jersey at that 
time, and needless to say had plenty of fun besides 
work. 

The lntersectional Week-end at Camp Thendara on 
Sept. 13-14 brought out about 40 guests, representing 
Killington, Burlington, St. Albans, Sterling, and 
Worcester Sections, besides New York. Bennington, 
we missed you! Our biggest bunch of blueberries goes 
to Captain Dorney, Larry Dean, and their party, who 
not only drove all night to get to Thendara, but stayed 
awake (most of the time) after they got there. The 
New York Section hopes that this gathering may be
come an annual affair. 

On the first week-end in October the Section cele
brated its 25th birthday with open house at Thendara. 
Roy and Helen Woodelton were hosts to twenty-two 
overnight guests and fifty or sixty Sunday visitors. 
Helen Raymond had lunch for all comers. Walter 
Atwood, former president, was in charge of the anni
versary program, which included reminiscences by 
members of long standing. Miss Ruby Joliffe, Director 
of Recreation for the Interstate Park, in which Camp 
Thendara is located, spoke for the Park. 

If the above notes seem to feature eating and socia
bility more than hiking, hear the events of the 
Columbus Day week-end, when 15 campers and 2 5 
inn-dwellers had three perfect days of walking and 
climbing in the Catskills, with Edgewood, N. Y., as 
their center. A flexible program was worked out by 
leader Ronald Busse, by which everyone could be as 
strenuous or as leisurely as he chose. Hunter, Sugar
loaf, Plateau, Newman's Ledges, were some of the 
heights attained. The campers had plenty of practice 
in throwing things at porkies. The porkies got back at 
them by chewing up part of a sleeping-bag while the 
owner was square-dancing at the inn. Beautiful October 
colors by day, and Northern Lights for good measure 
at night, added up to one of the best holidays in the 
memory of the oldest inhabitant. 

-CONSTANCE M. HALLOCK 

INTERESTING NOTE 

The following "Special Announcement" appeared in 
the Dec. 9, 1947 bulletin of the Worcester Section. 
Other cities please take note-and why not do likewis » 

A committee representing the Worcester Public 
Library, Natural History Museum, A. M. C. and 
G. M. C. is ' orking on an "Our-of-Door " pamphlet 
for Worcester. 

James Marston and Jessie Phillimore are doing a 
section on hikes. 

Will anyone having favorite walks covering back 
woods roads or trails on public property please outline 
them briefly, including approximate mileage, and get 
it to Jim or Jessie before Dec. 28th? 

Written permission for inclusion must accompany 
all references to trails on pri'Vate property. 

WORCESTER SECTION 

We have received a notice of the annual dinner 
meeting of the Worcester Section, which, incidentally, 
did not give the date of the meeting, but it did say 
"7 :oo P. M. SHARP dinner will be served." We love 
those sharp dinners. There was to be entertainment in 
the form of "Scenic Slides of Western U.S., shown by 
Mr. Jerome R. George." The official nominees for 
the officers for 1948 were: 

President . . . . 
1st Vice-President 
wd Vice-President 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Executi'Ve Committee at Large 

Trustee for 3 years . . . . 

Algot A. Sandine, Jr. 
David F. Johnson 
Charlotte P. Preston 
Pearle E. Clarke 
John H. Hitchcock and 
Rhea H. Mosher 
Albert L. Wiley 

and we have not heard that they were not elected. 

WAR SURPLUS AND THE HIKER 

Fifteen years ago when l first hiked on the Long 
Trail, the average hiker used makeshift equipment of 
rhe most inconvenient kind. Army packs of the 19 1 7 
vintage, incomprehensible save to an old infantryman, 
were considered the very latest style-or porhap 
almost. the latest, for those who carri d basket packs 
considered themselves to be in the forefronr. Com
parative comforr weight, and capacity of the vru:ious 
types of equipment were thrashed out ' henever t\. o 
hikers met, and all joined in pitying the many whose 
pack was a blanker roll, cumbersome and heavy. 
Sleeping bags were for the rich who could afford them, 
or the skillful who could make them. Most of us, being 
neither, used whatever we had at home or could borrow 
from some better equipped friend. As for the garments 
we wore-! Suffice it to say that when one hiked, one 
expected to enjoy the trip in spite of the pack and the 
garb required. 
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Advent of the skiing craze started a revolution in 
mountain sports equipment that is still going on. The 
need for more comfortable lightweight yet warm 
clothing brought out the present attractive jackets and 
trousers, with their attendant gay accessories. The 
mge for sleeping comfort in cold lodges hastened the 
use of down-filled sleeping bags. Packs which would 
fit comfortably and pack easi ly were introduced. But 
prices continued high, beyond the purse of the average 
hiker, and often it was difficulr to find stores outside 
the large metropolitan areas where such equipment 
could be bought. It remained for the war researchers 
ro change all this. 

This year the influence of the war on hiking habits 
is really beginning to be felr wich the influx of war
developed packs and other equipment on the market. 
Scarcely a Long Trail camp this summer has failed co 
see the result. Hikers are greatly indebted to those 
who developed equipmenc- for the Anny; and to the 
distribution of surplus goods which l1as resulted in 
hiking comforts heretofore undreamed of. Nearly every 
hiker whom I have seen on recent trail trips is using 
and praising some piece of equipment released through 
war sw·plus, whether it be the lightweight nesting 
kettles or the frame packs of the mountain troops, the 
jungle hammocks of the Pacific troops, the down sleep
ing bags of the Arctic troops or some article of cloth
ing. Relatively inexpensive, completely satisfactory, 
readily available through surplus outlet stores, all of 
this equipment is showing up on the trails in such 
quantity as to constitute a major change in our hiking 
habits. Apparently the only item to meet with dis
approval is the mowitain cent, which is so thoroughly 
waterproofed that moisture collecrs inside, and even 
this has been used by many skiers who camped out on 
the flanks of Mt. Washington and other ski centers last 
winter-an unheard of feat before the war. Coleman 
stoves are supplementing crowded campfires as hikers 
debate whether their weight is justified in a pack in 
view of their efficiency. Even dehydrated food, long 
unpopular with hikers in general, is oeginning to. shov,r 
up slowly along the Trail. . • 

However inefficient and chaotic in general as has 
been the government' disposal of war surplus, the fact 
remains that for the hiker there has been brought on 
the market within the financial read1 of many, a 
temporary but bountiful supply of well-designed and 
strongly-constructed hiking equipment. Hikers have 
responded by equipping themselves better than most 
have ever been equipped, and all along the Trail this 
year war surph1s goods are abundant and popular. 

FRANCES GREEN 

Shrewsbury, Mass. 

THE GUIDE BOOK 

In a recent letter to the editor, Miss Tye says of the 
price increase from 5oc to $1 for the Guide Book, 
"The price doesn't seem to make any difference, in 

fact it will be easier to send in." This is good news, 
for the club makes a little more profit at the new price, 
though most of the difference is due to increased cost 
of printing and the exclusion of advertising from this 
edition. 

A PLACE TO STAY 

The following letter from Mark L. Armstrong, 
written on Sept. 2, 1947, at the Hotel Woodstock in 
New York, explains itself, and supplements the in
formation given in the Guide Book. 

"Last Friday, while 'doing' a part of The Long Trail, 
it was our privilege to find supper, lodging and break
fast at the home of Mrs. Andrew Fuller at Bolton, Vt. 
This is the first house south of Mrs. Hattie Cutter's, 
who is mentioned in The Long Trail Guide. We found 
Mrs. Fuller's food excellent, the rooms clean and 
attractive, the rates most reasonable ($3.00 for supper, 
lodging and breakfast) and the lady herself most 
hospitable. 

"!his note to you was not solicited by Mrs. Fuller 
but it is written only to record the experience of one 
tramping party in the hope of otf criug information 
which may be of use to your organization." 

POET'S CORNER 

The editor has received this letter, on the letterhead 
of 

THE JOURNAL 
BECKER JUNIOR CoLLEGE 

Worcester 2, Massachusetts 

Dear Professor Puff er: 

Things happen to people who spend too many hours 
alone, clearing trail or what-not. And the best thing is 
to get it out of one's system. I believe psychos call it 
the catharsis treatment. So here it is. 

I used to send Mr. Marsh some of these things in 
the old days, and he was very patient. Now that the 
NEws is back to human size again, maybe you can 
use it. If it's too long, or too anything else, just chuck 
it in the waste basket. 

Merry Christmas to the Burlington crowd, prin
cipally yourself and Buchanan and Dean. 

Yours, 

DIALOGUE 

With axe or clipper, scythe or saw, 
(Sing heigh-de-ho or la-de-da) 
I clear the trails and pile the slash 
Of balsam, birch, or mountain ash. 
For hobnails, pac, or canvas sandal 
Paths ar~ 

LLEW EVANS. 
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(Balsam) Stop, you vandal! 
Don't you know that, as Y<lU trim, 
You're lopping off my y<lUngest limb? 
You'd maim me merely to avert 
A spot on some drmze' s silken skirt-

Why holy hedgehog! This bouquet 
Is talking back-and, anyway, 
There's no silk skirts on trails like these; 
Dames wear bare legs or dungarees. 

It doesn't matter what they wear-
You trail patrols get in my hair. 
We struggle to produce a child 
And populate the bosky wild, 
And then you come with snickersnee 
And level each obstructing tree-

Shut up! You're just a lush machine 
Producing too much evergreen. 
Your tangled jungle mats are spangled 
With gray ghosts of kin you've strangled. 
Pretty-but you're no damn good 
For timber, pulp, or firewood. 
Your only use is scenery, 
And folks can't see your greenery 
If I regard your lamentation 
And suspend my operation. 
Swish! I swing and lay you low 
With la-de-da end heigh-de-ho. 

-LLEW EVANS 

THE HEIGHTS 

At dawn, 
Oh, glorious day, 
The air is crisp and clear, 
I rise with joy to scale the heights 
Again. 

The wind 
Roars round about 
The jagged cliffs on high 
And tempts me upward toward the sky 
Above. 

On top 
The haze of clouds 
Cuts out the view below, 
But through a rift I glimpse the world, 
Alone. 

-JANET PERKINS, Jan., 1942 

The writer of the above poem (she is the relative 
of Craigue Perkins, clerk of our board of trustees) is 
also an artist, who makes linoleum block p.rints, etc. 
\i\e hope to find room for some in the next issue of 
the NEws, but in the meantime, if you need an original 
letter head or card, write her at 54 Bellevue Ave., 
Rutland, Vt. 

WET 

T here's water on the treetops, 
T here's water on the grass. 

T here's water in the woodpile, 
T here's water in the sass. 

There's water in the bushes, 
There's water in the bed, 

There's water in the coffee, 
There's water in the bread. 

There's water on the hilltop, 
There's water in the vale. 

There's water in the pack-bag, 
There's water in the trail. 

There's water in the sunshine, 
There's water in the shade. 

There's water in the meadow 
And plenty in the glade. 

There's water in our path, 
There's water on our feet, 

There's water, water everywhere-
We see it in our sleep. 

There's water on the mountain, 
There's water on the plain, 

There's water, water everywhere, 
We've got it on the brain. 

-F. M. PosT-Burlington Section 
Nebraska Notch, 6-5-47 
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LULA M. Tn: 
(BUBiness Manager) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12th day of September, 1947. 
(Seal.) BENNBTT D. BELL, Notary Public 

(My commiBSion expires Feb. 9, 1949) 


