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MR. Loms BIGELOW 

Shrews bury : 
Massachusetts 
DEAR Loms: 

By ANONYMOUS 

I've been thinking again and am now prepared to end your trail~ 
clearing troubles with a new trail cutting machine. Since you are 
the inspiration for it all, I am naming it "The Bigelow Trail Cutter 
and Meat Grinder. " 

The B.T.C . and M.G. consists essentially of a platform on a 
narrow chassis with a motor driven airplane propeller on the front 
end. To this propeller are attached half a dozen swizzle sticks so 
the propeller pulls the machine and cuts trail at 'the same time. 

PHOTO by JOHN V ONDELL 



A reclining chair of advanced design is mounted on the platform 
tor the comfort and convenience of the opera tor (that's you). Above 
it is a combination sunshade and vacuum suction hood like those 
used over stoves in kitchens, attached at the insistence of the Wild
life Conservation people to pick up the smoke from those miserable 
cigars you and George carry into that country. There is a rumor 
that someone smoked one once and that no living creature has been 
seen since in that vicinity. After all , even a porcupine is entitled 
to a humane death. 

A radio attachment keeps you in constant touch with the cook 
at camp and over all an ordinary showerbath nozzle sprays a fra
grant, purifying shower of fly dope, so you can work all summer. 

With this little machine you can do all the trail work yourself. 
I am working on an electric eye attachment so the faithful creature 
will automatically follow a line of blazes. 

If you have any suggestions, I should like to get them before it's 
too late. 

MAY 17 

May 30-31 
}uNE 6- 7 

}UNE lJ 

}UNE 14 

} UNE 20 

}UNE 21 

}uLY 4- 5 

THE CALENDAR 
Killington Hike, Spring Lake 
Worcester Mid-State Trail Clearing Party 
New York Canoe Cruise, Delaware River 
Annual New York hiking trip, Catskills 
Annual GMC Meeting, Long Trail Lodge 
Wyanokie Federal Bird Census 
Killington Hike, Shrewsbury 
Worcester Outing, Dr. Cobb's Summer Camp, Oakham, Mass. 
Worcester Strawberry Festival, Leicester, Mass. 
New York Open House, Camp Thendara 
Worcester Outing, Mt. Washington, N.H. 



A TRUE STORY 
By ARTHUR KOERBER 

ART KOERBER and Bob Wagner headed up the Trail from Sherburne · 
Pass to Cooper Lodge on skiis , loaded down with overnight 

duffie. The grass was already green in Rutland and the date: April 
ig , i94i. They left their packs at Pico Junction and spent the day 
skiing the Sunset Schuss . Late afternoon again saw them with 
packs on their backs, skiing past Pico Camp and into the hurricane
formed jungle which once was the Trail. In spite of the good job 
the trail crews had done in relocating the Trail , the blazes were 
well below the snow level. They had traversed about half the 
distance from Pico to Killington when darkness fell on the. two 
ski-hikers and snow began to fall in a gusty storm. Having covered 
this section before, the men knew that if they stayed on the ridge 
they would eventually come to a snow field so steep that even their 
skin-covered skiis wouldn't be able to cling to it and this would 
be Killington's cone. Then all that would remain to do would be 
to traverse to the right until the roof of the lodge appeared below. 
With this plan of action in mind, the two fellows braced them
.selves against the storm and darkness and shuffied on, confident that 
they would reach their goal if their memory of the terrain was 
correct. 

Chocolate and raisins munched at intervals kept them going and 
about 9:00 p.m. in the blowing storm they reached an incline so 
steep that side-stepping was necessary to continue forward. 
Weariness had numbed their minds and it was not until they had 
gone side-stepping up a considerable distance and the trees had 
become stunted that they realized that they were on Killington's 
knob. Then all was bright again and they followed their plan of 
traversing to the right until they spotted the cabin 'way below at 



the kse of the vast snow field. The descent to Cooper Lodge was 
accomplished , half standing, half sliding on skin-covered skiis, 
down past the old Stone Camp . It was necessary to dig the snow 
from the door in order to get into the cabin. Soon a fire was going 
in the stove and snow set to melting in the pail for cooking water 
and again Cooper Lodge was lit up with the light of good fellow
ship. After a hearty meal the fellows turned in for a hard-fought-for 
sleep with the fire crackling in the stove, the water dripping from 
the icicles, and the wind blowing the snow past the windows, 
knowing that somewhere down in the valley the grass was green 
and the farmers' fields were newly plowed. Again Killington had 
been conquered! 

GMC Winter W eek End, Feb. 28. KENNETH B. FISHER 



HORACE E. HILDRETH in his poem entitled ''The Song of the 
Porcupine," as it appeared in the February issue of the LoNG 

TRAIL NEws , shows he possesses a fine understanding of that little 
beast. I once spent a night in the hut on Killington Peak, that 
rendezvous of the porcupine, and listened most of the night to his 
"small complaining voice." (I was too cold to sleep .) 

What gets me is , after describing his habits so beautifully, he 
calls him a hedgehog. That animal that digs in the dirt, eats worms 
and lives in the hedgerow. True, the porcupine has quills in his 
coat somewhat similar to the hedgehog but that is as far as the 
resemblance goes . A horse's coat is made up of hair similar to a 
cow's but one would not speak of him as such except in disrespect. 

In some parts of New Hampshire the porcupine is called a 
hedgehog but I have not been able to find a single justification for it. 
It is my opinion that the first English settlers in New Hampshire, 
when they came upon the porcupine, having never seen one before, 
had no name for it . However, seeing the quills in its coat, they 
were reminded of the hedgehog of their native country. Thus the 
American porcupine became a hedgehog in the minds of many, even 
that of the New Hampshire legislature. 

A game warden of my acquaintance when speaking of porcupines 
always calls them quill pigs , so as not to leave himself open to an 
argument. 

My rendering of the last line of the poem would be-" In the 
woods where the porkies love to stroll.'' Porky is the familiar 
name by which most of our camp boys know him. 

Signed 

PERLEY P . RAY 



ENTRANCES TO IHE LON.G TRAIL 
(For details see CrMC Guide Book) 

ENTRANCES FROM I VIA SITES AND SHELTERS 
I --

Massachusetts Border Blackinton or Williamstown Station (Mass. 2*, B&M) Pine Cobble N- Seth Warner Camp, 3 m. 

Fay Fuller Camp Bennington (U.S . 7)* Vt. 9--'* N- Fay Fuller Camp, 2 m . 

Daniel Webster Site Arlington (U.S. 7) * Arlington-Wardsboro Rd. N- Stratton Mt. and Stratton 

1 
Pond, 5 m. 

-------
Swezey Camp Manchester Depot (U.S. 7, R.R.)* Vt. 11 and 30 S- Swezey Camp, 5 m. 
------------
Bromley Lodge Manchester Depot (U.S . 7, R.R.)* Vt. 11 to Springfield* W-Manchester, 10 m. 

E-Peru, 4 m. 

Old Job Shelter Danby (U .S. 7)* New U.S . Highway 
,~ Danby-Landgrove 

N- Little Rock Pond, 2 m. 
S- Lake Griffith, 5 m . 

Roaring Brook Wallingford (U.S. 7, R.R.)* Wallingford- E. Wallingford Highway (Vt. 103A) N- Buffum Shelter, 1 m. 

Clarendon Shelter Rutland (U.S. 7, R.R. )* Rutland-Bellows Falls Hy., (Vt. 103)*; (R.R.) E- E . Clarendon, 1 m. 
E. Clarendon, (R.R.)* W- Rutland, 7 m . 

Long Trail Lodge* Rutland (U.S. 7, R.R.)* Rutland-White River Jct. (U.S . 4) * W- Rutland, 10 m . 
S- Pico Peak, 3 m . 

Brandon Gap Brandon (U.S. 7, R.R.)* Vt. 115 N- Mt. Horrid, 1 m. 
S- Sunrise Camp, 1 m . 

Middlebury Gap Middlebury (U.S . 7, R.R. )* Ripton-Hancock Rd. (stage) W- Bread Loaf Inn, 4 m. 
N- Boyce Shelter, 3 m . 

Lincoln Gap New Haven Jct. (U .S. 7, R.R. )* Lincoln-Warren Pass (bus to Bristol, stage) N- Lincoln Mt. , 3 m. 
S- Cooley Glen, 4 m. 

Montclair Glen Shelter Huntington Center (stage from R ichmond) Stage from Richmond (U.S. 2*, C.V.R.) N- Cam el's Hump, 2 m . 
S- Mt. Ethan Allen, 1 m. 

Bolton* Burlington (U.S . 7, R.R.)* =i U.S. 2', C.V.R. 
N- Bolton Lodge , 3 m . 

Montpelier (Vt. 12, B&M) * 

Smugglers Notch Jeffersonvill e (Vt. 15)* N- Whiteface , 5 m . 
Stowe (Vt. 100) * 

1 Vt. 108 
S- Mt. Mansfield, 5 m. 

Johnson * St. Albans (U.S . 7) * , Vt. 15 N-Laraway Mt., 2 m. 
Morrisville (Vt. 100) * St. J.&L.C. S- Whiteface, 7 m. 

Belvidere Belvidere- Eden * h Vt. 118 N- Belvidere Mt. , 2 m. 

Hazen's Notch Montgomery-Lowell * IJ Vt. 58 N-Jay P eak, 9 m . 
S- Haystack, 2 m . 

------------
Canada Border Richford (Vt. 105) * E. Richford- Jay Rd. N- Line Post 592, 2 m ., 

N ewport (U .S. 5)* Journey's End, 3 m . 

*=Bus Stop R.R.= Rutland Railroad C.V.R.=Central Vern' · nt Railroad St.J.&L.C.=St. iohnsbury and Lake Champlain Railroad 



RECOMMENDED 
Camp Cater-iiig by Louise and Joel Hildebrand. 
Drawings by Milton Hildebrand. Stephen Daye 
Press. $i. 50. 

''Men are better camp cooks than 
women," is the flat statement of 
Louise Hildebrand, co-author 
with father Joel of this unusual 
cook book. Why? Because the man 
''thinks in terms of the solid bean 
and the homely onion . . . is will
ing to omit the olives in favor of 
something forty-five times as big 
. . . knows moreover that the way 
to measure is by the dash and the 
fist . .. and that pine needles and 

a bug or two give a nice , appropriate flavor .... " In the first draft 
of the book, Miss Hildebrand referred to measurements by the 
" squirt ," or "bunch," as "some" or "a little. " But for the finished 
publication, she was induced to work out the portions in conven
tional terms of cup and teaspoon so that even a woman can follow 
them. She hasn' t , however, toned down her scorn of those who 
want to serve slightly "picnicked" course dinners on a camping 
trip or who make a fetish out of the measuring cup. "Cooking," 
she says grandly, " is no more a mystery than eating." Thus , for the 
ski-mountaineer's cuisine: " you take a 4-course dinner, stir it all 
together in one pot , heat it on a i-pound stove with one ounce of 
fuel , eat it in one ·cup with one spoon and go to bed.'' More ex
plicit directions follow but here, as in the chapters for hunters and 
fishermen , back-packers and mule-packers, the keynote is simplicity. 
Which doesn' t mean that camp catering need be spartan or monoto-
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nous; not with recipes for soups, entrees, desserts, and beverages 
here to be welcomed by any city-dwelling bride. The general 
motive of the book. seems to be "cook, eat, and be merry, for to
morrow you will be hungry again.'' 

"The grub-list is designed to combine the greatest possible 
nutritive value with the smallest possible weight.'' Says the forth
right Miss Hildebrand: "Cook books are superfluous baggage," but 
if you can put this in your next pack instead of a can of beans (it 
weighs onlv 7 ounces and measures 5" x 77'2" x %")we'll wager 
next time you won' t even take the beans . Best get it before the 
trip, though, for it contains a lot of helpful advice on cooking 
equipment and food lists to solve that old problem of the "light 
pack versus the heavy appetite." 

THE 3ECTJ[ON3 
From the 1941 Sectional reports, as of] anuary 1 . 

Bennington- 84 members. Merger with Bennington Outing 
Club . . . improvement of Fay Fuller shelter ... cooperation with 
Co. B, Vermont State Guard, in formation and development of 
military ski patrol . . . monthly suppers through winter ... all 
shelters put in shape and three new stoves installed . . . entire 
section of the Trail covered by work trips with cooperation ot 
Taconic Hiking Club of Troy ... i4 trips between May and 
October .... 

Burlington- 83 members. Repaired and improved Butler, Taft, 
Taylor, and Bolton lodges ... cut new ski trail on Mt. Mansfield 
.. . sponsored a First Aid Course ... sponsored 25 hikes with 
total attendance of 567, including a i 2-mile canoe trip . . . in 
four work trips cleared all trails of timber, added extra ladders 
on Hell Brook Trail, repaired old ones, mowed nettles and ferns 



... painted trail between Bolton Lodge and Mt. Admiral Mayo . .. . 

Killington-63 members. Sponsored 28 hikes, parties ... im-
proved trails and shelters. . . . 

Manchester-8 members. Inserted series of articles describing 
short trips to be enjoyed by the summer visitor in local paper . . . 
made and placed new set of signs for Mount Equinox ... improved 
local trails and lodges. . . . 

New York-285 members . Sponsored 42 Sunday walks attend
ed by 562 hikers, while twenty-four Saturday expeditions brought 
315 hike-seers to places of interest in and around the city. There 
were eight week-end trips , not counting ski jaunts, with average 
attendance of 24 . .. joint meeting with Worcester at Jug End Barn 
in fall ... maintained Camp Thendara for Section use ... partici
pated in annual Federal Wyanokie Bird Census ... cleared 48Y2 
miles of Section trails , contributed $100 to maintenance of Ver
mont trails and shelters ... conservation committee continued role 
of "watch-dog" of natural resources by support of such organiza
tions as Anti-Steel-Trap League, Wild Flower Preservation Society , 
Save-the-Redwoods League , American Forestry Association; op
posed such projects as ski trail on Whiteface, mining in National 
Parks, deer slaughter on the Seminole Reservation .. .. 

Pleiad- 30 members. Financed construction of new Boyce Lodge 
. . . trail maintained by National Forest Service . ... 

Worcester-108 members. Cleared trails, erected new signs, 
replaced old blazes, cleaned and repaired camps and shelters .. . 
cut part of new trail from Webster Camp to Grout Pond . . . 
sponsored 2 7 all-day and week-end outings, six parties, six busi
ness meetings . .. sent each member in war service a monthly 
gift, sponsored regular correspondence with the boys. . . . 
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BLUE BLAZES 
G.M.C. TO D .C . Waldo Holden, GMC president and Trustee, left for 
Washington the last of April to join the staff of the War Labor Board. Responsi
bilities of the Club guidance shift, at least until the next election, to Walter S. 
Atwood of the New York Section. 

FOR TIRE-LESS TRIPS The Long Trail traces the elevated backbone of 
Vermont, north and south, while railroads and principal highways are naturally 
routed through the parallel troughs . Trans-state traffic, however , has made for 
intersections which are now of prime importance, in these unprecedented times, 
to hikers who still prefer w alking on the Trail more than to it. We have tried to 
chart these on pages 8 and g. 

Three railroad lines cross the Trail: the Rutland Railroad, between Bellows 
Falls and Rutland on the line from Boston; the Central Vermont, between 
Burlington and Montpelier, St. Albans and the Canadian border ; the St. Johns
bury and Lake Champlain, between those terminals . 

Bus routes exist, east and west, between Bennington and Brattleboro, 
Manchester and Londonderry, Rutland and Bellows Falls, Rutland and White 
River Junction, Burlington and Montpelier , Burlington and Newport, Burlington 
and St. Johnsbury, Burlington and Barre, W aterbury and Stowe. There is bus 
service from Stowe to Mount Mansfield. 

The Vermont State Department of Conservation and Development, with 
offices in Montpelier, is attempting now to assemble information on railroads, 
bus, and air lines which may be available when the summer schedules are fixed. 
Meanwhile, the information services of the lines will happily help conserve 
your tires with details of stops and time tables . 

WAR SERVICE GMC members may perform two invaluable services for 
their country at war : in fire prevention and control in the forest areas ,"and in 
scouting service for the troops if a front ever develops on the East Coast. 

The Trustees have voted to offer GMC 's cooperation in fire prevention and 
control to the National and State Forest Services, to give all lodge caretakers 
the additional responsibility of fire wardens, and to urge that all Sections 
cooperate to the best possible advantage in this connection. Year-round scouting 
service, to guide troops through the local terrain , was favorably discussed at the 
April meeting, but no action on behalf of the Club was taken. It remains for the 
Sections to act individually in sizing up opportunities for service and preparing 
to take advantage of them. 



Atop Mount Abraham C. 0. GASKELL 

PRIZE PHOTO The rock-ribbed photo above was judged the most inter
esting entry in the Photo Contest sponsored by the Killington Section in connec
tion with their annual meeting. The photographer's wife heads the new Photo
graphic Records committee which , in addition to staging the next contest, 
will develop a permanent pictorial record of sectional activities. 

LOOKING BACK The long-standing feud between skis and snowshoes 
throve merrily on slope and trail during the second annual winter week end at 
the Long Trail Lodge February 28-March 1. Roy Buchanan on skis claims to 
have led Louis Puffer on snowshoes around the new ten mile cross-country 
loop cleared by the Long Trail Patrol last summer. But when a group of skiers 
rode exaltedly to the top of the lift, they found Miss Erna Camradt of Benning
ton beaming down at them from the top of Little Pico, which she had scaled 
on snowshoes. 

About 60 snowbirds from Bennington, Burlington, Killington, Middlebury, 
New York, and St. Albans doubled last year's attendance for the week end. 

_ I 



END-TO-ENDERS You who have covered the entire length of the Long 
Trail from Massachusetts to Canada are in line for a more material reward than 
pride of achievement. The Trustees have voted to bestow an emblematic award 
upon GMC members who have made the trip-in ten days or ten years. If 
you are eligible, write at once to Walter S. Atwood, 535 Hillside Avenue, 
Palisades Park,N.J. 

VOLUNTEERS Now is the time for all good woodsmen to come to the 
aid of the Club. Roy Buchanan, Trail Patrol leader for years and years, has 
had his summer bespoken for by the University of Vermont. And the Patrol 
truck is on its last tires. It is therefore up to the Sections to extend their 
efforts to clear areas beyond their domains. And Roy has offered to serve as 
a clearing house for volunteers. If you can give even a half-holiday to promote 
the general welfare, write him at Hillcrest Road, Burlington. 

APPRECIATION From J. C. McCorison, Jr., president of Yankton College 
in Yankton, S. D., to Waldo C . Holden, president of GMC : "I cherish this 
relationship [GMC membership] and each summer as I hike along the Trail 
I take increasing satisfaction in belonging to an organization which has main
tained and developed this remarkable pa th way through the wilderness." We 
wonder if any place more geographically remote from the Long Trail than 
Yankton harbors an active member. Or one so gracious. 

SUCCESS Killington Section reports that its Maple Sugar Party at Claren
don Flats on April 11 was the biggest success ever. About 150 members 
enjoyed their fresh sap sundaes and pickles and then shook the collation into 
place with square dances. 

COVER PHOTO The title of the penetrating camera study on the front 
cover this month bears the title "Inventor at Work." The subject is Mr. 
Anonymous himself, and before you judge the mettle of a man who will lie 
supine on a fern bed with his feet higher than his head, consider the results as 
they are outlined on page 3. Consider also what is to happen when the B.T.C. 
and M.G. gets under way, and Mr. A. is· still lying. Alas, poor Frankenstein! 

PUBLICITY Publicity and membership committees are working together in 
the Rutland area to acquaint more people with the Long Trail. Members 
speak at meetings of such organizations as the Boy Scouts , Parent-Teachers, 
and church groups. 
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BEARS Arthur Koerber of Northampton, Mass., who shares in this issue 
the thrills of a spring night on Killington, gives eye-witness backing to the 
rumors . that bears still roam the Vermont hills. "Last summer while hiking 
the section of the Long Trail through the Battell Forest," he writes, "I was 
fortunate enough to see two full grown black bears in the same day . The first 
was surprised from his morning nap alongside the Trail a few miles north of 
Sherburne Pass , and I never did see a more frightened bear. The second sur
prised the writer from a mid-day nap beside the Trail on the southern slope 
of Mt. Carmel , and that bear will probably never again see a two-legged 
animal move so fast . Which goes to prove that large animals can be found on 
the Trail-just by sleeping in the noonday sun! " 

FOUNDERS DAY There will be a testimonial program to the Founding 
Fathers of the Long Trail and the GMC as part of the annual meeting at the 
Long Trail Lodge, May 30-31. As many of the "Fathers" as can be present will 
be guests of honor at the festivities on May 30. In special recognition of James 
P . Taylor, with whom originated the idea of the state-long Trail, the Trustees 
have voted to set aside a "Jim Taylor Day" to be devoted to trail clearing. 

NEWS · By vote of the Trustees, the News will continue in its present 
format for at least another year. But in the preparation of each issue, the 
Editor will have the assistance of a Section. Worcester will be responsible for 
assembling material for the August number , Burlington for November, New 
York for February. Go to it , boys and girls/ 

MEN WANTED Because of wartime demands on personnel, increase of fire 
hazards, and drastic reduction of C .C .C . Camps, park and forest agencies will 
need able-bodied men from the ages of seventeen to sixty for summer work. 
Training courses have already begun in some areas for jobs as lookouts, smoke
chasers, patrolmen, registrars, prevention guards, etc. Applicants should inquire 
at the nearest park or forest headquarters . 

National Parks N_ews Service. 

The cove;r photo is by 
John V ondell 




