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THIRTY YEARS OLD ! 

It was just thirty years ago to-day (March eleventh) that an enthusiastic 
little group of Vermonters gathered at the VanN ess House in Burlington to 
org:mize the Green Mountain Club which, to quote the Burlington Free 
Press of the following day, "will undertake to promote interest in mountain 
climbing in this state." James P. Taylor now the secretary of the State Chamber 
of Commerce was the chief exponent of the idea and was elected the Club's first 
presid!'lnt. 

Taylor and his friends probably had little idea of the results their organi
zation would accomplish within the space of a comparatively few years or 
of the importance the Long Trail would be to the State. They had faith, enthus
iasm and a hundred dollars given the Club by M. E. Wheeler of Rutland 
which they promptly put to work. 

From this small beginning has grown the present Green Mountain Club with 
its Long Trail of 260 miles connecting Massachusetts and Canada, its many 
miles of side trails and the many camps and shelters that together make one of 
the best hiking trails in the country. There is also the Long Trail Lodge 
Development at Sherburne Pass, the permanent patrol system, the guide 
book and folders as well as a competent secretary to take care of all inquiries and 
requests for information. Mr. Taylor and the others of the original group who - are 
still living may well look at the present club with considerable satisfaction. 

The founding members gathered that day at Burlington were:-D. T. Page of 
Bakersfield; 0. K. Hollister of Barre; Arthur W. Eddy of Bristol; Edward K. 
Allen, C. W. Brownell, M. D. Chittenden, Clarence P. Cowles, Judge Seneca Hasel
ton, J. L. Southwick and J. E. Tracy of Burlington; C. W. Gates of Franklin; 
Elwin L. Ingalls of Hartford; Mason Stone of Montpelier; K. R. B. Flint of 
Northfield; C. H. Morrill of Randolph; M. E. Wheeler and Rev. W. H. Spence 
of Rutland; James P. Taylor of Saxtons River; H. G. Thomas of Stowe; C. H. 
Drown of Wallingford; H. C. Whitehill of Waterbury and Frank H. Clark of Windsor. 

MIDWINTER MEETING 

The midwinter meeting of the Club 
held at the "new annex" across the road 
from the main buildings of the Long Trail 
Lodge on February 24th was a marked 
success. About forty members attended. 

They represented th t. Albans, Burl
ingt.on, Lake Pleiad, Proctor, Killington, 
Man h ter and Wore T Sections as 
well as the "at large" membership. 

A brief business meeting was held 
before lunch with President Puffer 
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presiding. Grover Wright, manager of 
the Lodge, indicated that the winter 
season so far had been surprisingly good. 
The "annex" has been crowded weekends 
and it has been necessary to use the 
Lodge proper as well as some of the 
cabins for overflow sleeping accommo
dations. The dining room has been well 
patronized too and the lodge manage
ment is finding the lunch counter at the 
Ski area which it also operates another 
profitable venture. 

One interesting development has been 
the use by skiers of the regular trails in 
the vicinity of the Lodge. The Fred 
Tucker Lodge, a mile north along the 
Trail, has been a popular rendezvous and 
the cross country enthusiasts have made 
good use of the Deers Leap Trails as well 
as those south of the highway and some 
of the less used roads in the vicinity. 
Plans were discussed for widening some 
of the nearby trails for skiing use and 
some new routes were mentioned. Here 
is a promising development of Long Trail 
use that should be encouraged. 

Professor Buchanan showed the group 
some samples of a new material made of 
latex impregnated cactus fibre to take 
the place of mattresses in the Trail 
camps. This material appears to be very 
serviceable and excellent for the purpose. 
Enough is on hand for about thirty 
camps which will be distributed in the 
spring. 

After lunch a ski and snow shoe trip 
was made to Tucker Lodge where the 
party enjoyed some good Vermont sugar
on-snow and then returned to the head
quarters on the hill to see moving pictures 
of skiing both at the Pico Center and 
abroad. For the evening meal a Swedish 
Smorgasbord was served and there was 
dancing after. 

Snow conditions were excellent and the 
weather fine. The "annex" is most 
comfortable and this mid-winter meet
ing idea is one that may well be con
tinued in the future. 

MT. MANSFIELD SKI AREA 

By A. W. Coleman 

The Mt. Mansfield region, long one of 
the preferred hiking centers of the Green 
Mountain Club's trail system, has also 
been the scene of one of the earliest of 
Vermont's winter sports developments. 
Topographic features that make this 
mountain such an interesting haven for 
walking trails as well as the long snow 
season have been major factors in its 
popularity. It has the great advantage 
also of being easily accessible by main 
highways. These factors together with 
well established local skiing enthusiasm 
are responsible for the variety and high 
standard of the facilities which have 
been created during the past ten years. 

Because of the early interest centering 
at Stowe, the first ski trails were cut on 
the eastern side of the mountain. In 
1932 the Mt. Mansfield Ski Club was 
organized as a purely amateur group 
working toward the improvement of 
skiing in the region. There now are about 
eighty miles of trails on the Stowe side, 
consisting of a variety of runs and tour
ing trails on the mountain and through
out the surrounding hills. 

In the mid-thirties the Underhill 
Winter Sports Club was formed by skiers 
in Underhill and Burlington to develop 
the western slopes of Mt. Mansfield. The 
trails in this area total some fifteen or 
twenty miles. On this side of the moun
tain it is possible to drive to an elevation 
of 2,100 feet. The east and west sides are 
connected by trails on the Nose, at the 
Devil's Dishpan south of Butler Lodge, 
and in Nebraska Notch. 

Two winters ago a similar movement 
was started in Cambridge and Jefferson
ville. Several trails were cut, but un
fortunately there were no local skiers to 
support the venture. At present there is 
little activity in this area, but the pos
sibilities are so great that inevitably the 
future extension of the State Forest 
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through Smugglers Notch will result in 
some fine developments being made. 

Probably the most widely known ski 
trails on Mt. Mansfield are the Toll 
Road and the Nose Dive. Having a 
graded surface, the Toll Road provides 
good early season skiing, and during the 
winter makes an ideal route for all 
classes of skiers to reach the top of Ver
mont's highest mountain. The Nose 
Dive, which drops 2,500 feet in 1% miles 
from the Nose into Smugglers Notch, has 
earned a reputation for being one of the 
most exciting racing runs in the country. 
It was the scene of the National Down
hill Championships in 1938 besides 
several Eastern Championships, and has 
attracted enthusiastic comment from 
many world famous skiers. 

An unusual and unique trail in this 
region is the Perry Merrill which goes 
from near Barnes Camp to the open snow 
fields above Taft Lodge. This is what has 
been called a forest-slalom type, an idea 
first introduced on Mt. Mansfield. It is 
characterized by widely spaced indi
vidual trees in the trail itself, the effect 
to a descending skier being as if he were 
weaving in and out through natural 
forest growth. The forest-slalom prin
ciple has been used in modified forms at 
other locations. It has proven an 
interesting variation to the standard 
clear-cut construction. 

All of the ski trails in the Mt. Mans
field region were designed by skiers, and 
the construction has been made possible 
by the assistance of the Towns of Stowe 
and Underhill, the State Forest Service, 
the C. C. C., the Mt. Mansfield Hotel 
Co. and private landowners. Every 
effort has been made to retain the un
spoiled, natural condition of the land
scape, and as a result no unpleasant 
scars mar the beauty of the mountain 
either in summer or winter, despite the 
number of trails cut. 

While trails designed specifically for 
skiing undoubtedly are of major con-

sideration in our wooded terrain, the 
many other things contributing to the 
sport have not been neglected. These 
include ski tow installations on both 
sides of the mountain, warming shelters, 
first aid caches, adequate parking space 
and well-plowed roads. Accommodation, 
transportation and promotional prob
lems are taken care of by the communities 
and the various commercial enterprises 
involved. Races, tours, ski patrols and 
similar sporting activities are the func
tions of the ski clubs. Exceptionally fine 
ski instruction is available at Mt. Mans
field from Sepp Ruschp, a young Aus
trian-American who directs his own ski 
school in Stowe and is sponsored by the 
Mt. Mansfield Ski Club. 

Proposed plans include the construc
tion of a public ski building on the 
Smugglers Notch road, a new ski tow 
on the Underhill side above the 2,000 
foot elevation, and extensions to the 
touring trail network through the scenic 
country adjacent to Mt. Mansfield. 
Possibly there will be a connecting trail 
between Mt. Mansfield and Bolton 
Mountain. Noteworthy among future 
developments, however, is a chair-lift to 
be built on the Stowe side of the moun
tain this year. The lift, with several 
classes of runs to serve it, will provide 
the culminating facility required to 
make the Mt. Mansfield region a truly 
versatile winter playground. 

(Information regarding the Mt. Mans
field winter sports region may be ob
tained from the State Publicity Service, 
Montpelier, Vt.; the Stowe-Mansfield 
Association, Stowe, Vt.; Chamber of 
Commerce, Burlington, Vt.) 

RECREATIONAL CONFERENCE AT 
AMHERST 

The Mountaineering and Trails Sec
tion of the annual Recreation Conference 
to be held at the Massachusetts State 
College at Amherst on Saturday March 
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16th is headed by John H. Vandell of the 
Worcester Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. This section of the conference is 
presenting an exceedingly interesting 
program to which all Club_ members ~re 
cordially invited and which we prmt 
below:-
MOUNTAINEERING AND TRAILS 

Room 209, French Hall 
Saturday, March 16 

Morning Session 

Chairman: John H. V ondell, Chairman 
New England Trails Con

ference 

10 :00 Annual meeting of New England 
Trails Conference. Open to thP 
public. Trail work in New Eng
land. Reports from constituent 
organizations. 

11 :30 "Trail and Shelter Problems on 
the Long Trail" (illustrated)
Professor Roy 0. Buchanan, H ead, 
The Green Mt. Club's Long Trail 
Patrol, Burlington, Vermont. 

Afternoon Session 
Room 209, French Hall 

Chairman: Stuart B. Van BurPn 
G.M.C., A.M.C. and Chair

man of Central Massa
chusetts Trail Conference, 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 

2:00 "Hiking on the D.O.C. Trail." 
(Illustrated) David C. Nutt, Di
rector of Trails and Shelters, 
Hanover, N. H. 

2:40 "The Story of a Bridle Trail." 
(Illustrated) Mrs. Eleanor M. 
Wesson, President Connecticut 
Valley Riding Association, Long
meadow, Massachusetts. 

3:20 Joint meeting in Bowker Audi
torium, Stockbridge Hall with 
Hunting and Fishing Section. 

"Adventures in Color with Ameri
can Game Birds"-color movies. 
Cleveland P. Grant. 

Evening Session 
Parish House, North Amherst 
1 mile north of State College 

6 :00 Dinner: Mountaineering and 
Trails, Photography and Nature 
Sections. 75c. Dress-informal 
Chairman-Stuart B. Van Buren. 

7 :15 "Rock Climbing-the Real Sport." 
(Illustrated) Walter D. Howe, 
Chairman, Rock Climbing Com
mittee, Appalachian Mountain 
Club, Brookline, Massachusetts. 

7 :45 Financing an Outing Club- The 
Metawampe Club. 

8 :00 "100 Miles on the Appalachian 
Trail in New Hampshire" (Illus
trated). Dr. Ralph A. Van Meter, 
G.M.C., A.M.C., Amherst, Mass
achusetts. 

NEWS FROM THE SECTIONS 
St. Albans 

Wm. MacCallum was elected president 
of the St. Albans Section at their meeting 
on February 21st. Mrs. Robert T. Moore 
is vice-president and Henry Bouchard, 
Secretary-Treasurer. Hikes scheduled for 
the early season in lude on Lo Jay 'amp 
on April 14th; to ,Journ y' •nd amp 
April 28th; to H az n' t h on 1 fay 
12th and to th Big lide in K enc 
Valley, N. Y. with the Burlington 
Section. June 1-Annual Meeting of the 
Club at Long Trail Lodge. 

Capt. and Mrs. Dorney, Phillip Dorney 
and Henry Bouchard represented St. 
Albans at the mid-winter meeting Feb
ruary 24th. 

Burlington 

Burlington Section has a program for 
the spring which includes many and 
varied expeditions. On March 16th there 
is a hike to Red Rocks near Burlington 
with a supper at Oak Ledge. April 13th 
and 14th is the annual repair trek to 
Taft Lodge and on April 28th the usual 
Bird Hike. May 12th there is a trip to 
Camp French near Johnson and on May 
26th with the St. Albans Section an 
unusual hike to the Big Slide in the 
Adirondacks. June first is reserved for 
the annual meeting at the Long Trail 
Lodge. There is also to be a maple sugar 
party in April, the date to be announced. 

Killington 

The annual meeting of the Killington 
Section was held at the Rutland Free 
Library. Dr. Clarence 0. Gaskell was 
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elected president with Lloyd Bucklin as 
vice-president and Craigue Perkins, 
Secretary-Treasurer. The trail work 
necessary for the coming year including 
the necessary attention to the new 
Charles P. Cooper camp was discussed 
and Willis M. Ross, for many years 
Chairman of the Trails and Shelters 
Committee explained in detail the duties 
allotted to the Killington Section in 
connection with the main Long Trail 
and the various connecting and branch 
trails. 

Roy Buchanan of the Burlington 
Section showed a series of slides taken in 
the Green Mountains and explained the 
work of the Club's patrol. 

Killington Section has had an interest
ing series of nineteen hikes during the 
past season and has planned an even 
more extensive list for the current year. 
The next hike will be on March 10th to 
the Clarendon Shelter; March 31st 
Pine Hill with lunch at Rocky Pond; 
April 13th annual Maple Sugar party; 
Clarendon Gorge on April 28th with a 
pancake breakfast after an early morn-

ing hike; May 18th Spring Lake in 
Shrewsbury and June 1st the Club's 
annual meeting. 

Worcester Section 
The immediate interest of the W or

cester Section is centered in the forth
coming Recreational Conference to be 
held on March 16th and mentioned in 
another part of this issue. Mark Pierce 
and John Vondell are the Section's 
Leaders for this day. Like all of the 
other Sections, The W orcesterites, too, 
have a Maple Sugar appetite which 
they will endeavor to satisfy on March 
30th under the leadership of George 
Storey, Charles Hawley and Louis 
Bigelow. On April 13th there is a local 
hike to Torrey Hill; a business meeting 
on April 24th with the Mid-State Trail 
Clearing trip on the 28th. 

For May 11th there is a hike to Mt. 
Grace at Warwick, Mass. and one to the 
Otter River State Forest on May 30th 
with the Annual ·Meeting at the Long 
Trail Lodge on June 1st. 

Skiing at Mt. Mansfield 


