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PROFESSOR WILL S. MONROE 

Professor Monroe died of a cerebral 
hemorrhage at his home, Couching Lion 
Fu!'m, en Camel's Hump, on January 24 
last. 

He was a student at Stanford Univer
sity, California and he continued his 
studies at the Universities of Paris and 
Grenoble in France, and the Universities 
of Jena and Leipzig in Germany. 

Taught in Many Universities 
For 40 years, he engaged in educational 

work as a teacher, principal and superin
tend~nt of schools in Pennsylvania and 
California and as professor of psychology 
in the State normal schools of Massachu
setts and New Jersey. 

In addition to these educational posts, 
he gave courses and lectures at one time 
and another at the Universities of Chi
cago, Illinois and Vermont; at Co~um
bia University, New York; atthe Umver
sity of Prague, Bohemia; the Unive~sity 
of Bulgaria, Sofia; and at the American 
University in Syria. 

President Woodrow Wilson appointed 
Professor Monroe to the United States 
Peace Inquiry Commission of which he 
remained a member during 1918 and 
1919. He was named head of the sub
committee on the Balkans because of his 
extensive knowledge of these countries. 

Awarded Medal of Merit 
He was awarded the Silver Medal of 

Merit by the City of Prague, Bohemia, 
and received the Order of the Command
er's Cross from King Boris III of Bul
garia. 

He was a member of numerous associa
tions and institutes, wrote voluminously, 
not only on history and psychology, but 
also for American, English, French and 
German educational reviews. 

A great traveler, he made 14 trips to 
Europe, and lived there for over six 
years. His travels included all the coun
tries of Europe, portions of Asia Minor, 
parts o1 North Africa and a thousand
mile trip up the Nile. 

His chief club connections were the 
Authors' Club of New York, the Authors' 
Club of London, the English Club of 
Prague and the English Club of Sofia. 

Was Licensed Dog Judge 
A great lover of dogs, he turned to this 

hobby more and more during the last 
years of his life. He was accustomed 
to keep four or five dogs of the 
larger breeds, such as Collies, Shetlands, 
St. Bernards, Newfoundlands and Great 
Pyrenees. He owned "Basque of 
Basquaerie," the first Great. Pyrene~s 
born in America and at the time of his 
death was president of the Great 
Pyrenees Club of America and honora~y 
president of the Pyreneean Mountam 
Club of Great Britain. He was licensed 
to judge four breeds of dogs, and served 
as judge in many shows throughout the 
United States. 

Professor Monroe is best known in 
Vermont for his work on the Skyline 
Trail on the summit of the Green 
Mountains. Starting in 1916, he com
pleted the linking of two sections between 
Middlebury Gap and the Winooski 
Gorge a stretch of 48 miles which was 
built ~t a cost of about $2,000 to him
self. 

Many members of the Clu? ha~e 
enjoyed his hospitality, and admired his 
collections of flowers, plants, ferns, 
shrubs ornamental trees and dogs. He 
had a 1

1

arge library, which was at the ser
vice of his guests. 

He was the author of several books on 
some of the countries in Europe where he 
had resided. 
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Prof. Monroe left his 100 acre farm in 
Duxbury to be maintained as a bird 
sanctuary, game refuge, wild flower, fern, 
shrub and tree preserve and public park. 
This property is bequeathed to J. Ashton 
Allis, Clarence P. Cowles and Theron S. 
Dean as trustees of the property to 
arrange for its public use. 

The will states that it was his desire 
that lovers of nature be welcome to 
enjoy the 100-acre estate, but more 
especially the needy (active or retired) 
teachers and librarians and students of 
nature be given first opportunity to 
occupy the house and summer annex. 

Now that the Club has loet the two 
leaders and strong bulwarks Monroe 
and Torrey, it behooves the rest of us to 
move forward and fill their places, as 
far as possible. 

VERMONT LOSES A FRIEND 
Few adopted sons of Vermont have 

demonstrated a greater love for the State 
than Professor Will S. Monroe of Couch
ing Lion Farm, who died yesterday in 
this city. A native of Pennsylvania, he 
spent several summers teaching in the 
summer session of the University of 
Vermont. 

So charmed was he with the moun
tains of Vermont that he selected this 
State as his permanent home when he 
retired from active educational work 
some years ago, and purchased a farm 
under the shadow of his most beloved 
mountain, which he chose to call by the 
French name, Le Lion Couchant, though 
most Vermonters call it Camel's Hump. 

Professor Monroe was an enthusiast 
in whatever he undertook. Life was never 
dull in his presence. He found many 
things which interested him and, even in 
the later years of his life, gave to them a 
youthful zest, stimulated by a keen, 
.active mind. 

mind retained aii amazing quantity of 
information. For that reason, and because 
he liked people, he was a rare conver
sationalist. An evening with hi'm was like 
exploring the literary and scientific and 
historical treasures of the ages. 

While teaching in the summer session 
at the University, Professor Monroe 
became greatly interested in the com
pletion of the Long Trail the length of 
Vermont. And when interested in any 
project, he gave himself to it whole
heartedly. Consequently, he planned and 
financed the construction of the Monroe 
Skyline Trail between Middlebury' Gap 
and the Winooski Gorge, doing much of 
the work himself. This is recognized by 
mountain climbers as being one of the 
most scenic trails in the Green Moun
tains. 

Professor Monroe was an influence for 
greater appreciation of Vermont's great 
out-of-doors. He did much for Vermont. 

-Burlington Free Press 

A PENNSYLVANIAN WHO LOVED 
VERMONT 

Passing on Sunday of Prof. Will S. 
Monroe on his farm near Camel's Hump 
takes from the Vermont scene a Penn
sylvanian who had elected to live here 
and who had done much to stimulate a 
more general appreciation of out-door 
Vermont and the Green Mountains. 

, Enthusiastic ov.er the possibilities of, the 
Long Trail he planned and financed the 
construction of the sky-line section that 
bears his name, between Middlebury 
Gap and Winooski Gorge. That lofty and 
beautiful mountain route may fittingly 
be his enduring memorial. 

-Brandon Union 

RAYMOND H. TORREY 
Some reminiscences of this late out-

He was a tremendous reader, delving door enthusiast are given in the Year 
into many subjects, and his photographic Book of the Adirondack Mountain Club 
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by his friend, Frank Place. They are 
accompanied by a portrait of Torrey in 
his walking togs. "Now that he is gone," 
he says, "we realize how much we depend
ed on him. If we had a doubt he resolved 
it; if we found a new plant he named it; 
if we wrote a bit of verse on an outdoor 
subject he printed it." 

He relates an anecdote of what occur
red on a Sunday walk. They met an 
"elderly, beetle-browed man, who addres
sed us thus: 'You ought to be in 
church.' Torrey came back: 'Are you 
the man who desecrates nature by 
printing texts on the rocks?' 'Yes,' said 
the stranger. 'Then you ought to be in 
jail,' was Raymond's retort." 

The first stretch of trail laid out in 
the Appalachian Trail was that extend
ing from the Hudson to the Ramapo, 
and "over these rough stretches and 
distant hills Torrey did most of the 
scouting, planning and the diplomacy. 
It was the last that was hard. Owners of 
large tracts, frowning on trespassers, had 
to be persuaded to permit markers to be 

.put up. This meant long waits, letters, 
telephone calls, visits. This Torrey did 
for years. Probably no man, unless it be 
Myron H. Avery, has done so much for 
the Appalachian Trail, as Raymond H. 
Torrey." 

"Before the organization of the Adiron
dack Mountain Club his first affiliation, 
with the Green Mountain Club, kept 

_.him. working moot of the years; not only 
in his home section, but also in Vermont, 
in association with the main organization 
and with Dr. Will S. Monroe, who made 
his home near the Long Trail during the 
last decade or so." 

Torrey for several years conducted an 
outing department in the New York 
Evening Post consisting of an entire page 
weekly, called the "Long Brown Path." 
Afterwards it was reduced to a single 
column which appeared daily till his 
death. In all this department, page or 
column, continued for 18 years. 

The last decade of his life was in the 
service of the American Scenic and 
Historic Society as its secretary. Many 
contributions to the Society's journal 
were written by him. 

The writer concludes: 
"These rambling recollections of my 

friend may, I hope, stimulate others to 
write their own recollections; f8r much 
that has not been more than alluded to 
should be related in detail, especially his 
botanical experiences and those in his 
relations with the Green Mountain 
Club,. American Scenic and Jlistorical 
Society and others." 

THE LONG TRAIL IN WINTER 

Prof. Louis B. Puffer, president of the 
Club, broadcasted on the above subject 
on January 12 last, from the Fleming 
Museum, Burlington. He began by point
ing out that the Trail is primarily a sum
mer trail, not well adapted to winter use, 
as the winter snow obliterates it, and the 
white blazes are obscured and sometimes 
buried by the snow. For various reasons 
it is not suitable for skiing. It is far 
better suited to snowshoeing, and this is 
the method of travel which should be 
adopted in winter. 

"But," he asks, "why desert one's 
warm fireside, or radiator, to wander in 
the cold winter woods on snow-shoes? 
Perhaps the greatest compensation is 
beauty. Those who have seen the woods 
only in summer garb, can have little 
conception of the thrilling and ethereal 
loveliness of winter. Pictures can give 
but a hint, the real thing must be seen 
to be truly appreciated. Nor is the scene 
ever twice alike; one day the brilliant 
sunshine makes every snow crystal 
glitter like a diamond, and on the next 
the snow-laden trees may appear in 
ghostly array thru a curtain of falling 
flakes. The cold fogs that descend on the 
higher mountains often produce frost 
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forms of strange and arresting beauty
nor is it necessary to climb the high 
summits to find lovely frost formations. 
Delicate and fragile these frost flowers 
are, but they are among the most per
fect of nature's creations. Winter's 
blanket of spotless white is not only 
lovely in itself, but it covers many of 
the ugly features of the summer land
scape. One does not know the full beauty 
of the woods who has not seen them, 
many times, in winter. 

The rewards of winter travel in the 
woods are great, and long to be remem
bered. It exhilarates the body, enriches 
the mind and satisfies the soul." 

NEVERMORE 

I once went up the Drachenfels 
before breakfast, and descended a wiser 
and a better man. I arrived at the top, 
and could see nothing but clouds; I 
came down and brought back with me a 
headache and a fever, and I vowed never 
to go up a mountain again of my own 
free will. 

-W. M. Thackeray 

NOTES 

Owing to the inability of some of the trustees 
to attend on March 11, the date as provided by 
the by~laws for their annual meeting, it will be 
adjourned to April 15. 

The Bulletin of the New York Section contains 
a schedule of outings from February 4 to May 1. 
These include a sleigh ride week-end at Camp 
Thendara, a winter sports outing at Mt. Peter, 
N. Y., behind the scenes at the New York hos
pital, Ramapo River canoe cruise, nature study 
week-end, annual bird census, and the Ramapo 
Mountains. These occur every week-end, and 
there is always something going on at Camp 
Thendara at the same time. "Outings are not 
postponed on account of weather." 

Representative Wallace M. Fay of Proctor 
introduced1in.'.i.the legislature a bill to give the 

name Farr Peak to a hitherto unnamed moun
tain, which bill passed both houses and was signed 
by the governor. The mountain so named in 
honor of Albert G. Farr, late of Brandon and 
Chicago, lies a short distance south of the Bran
don-Rochester Pass in the town of Chittenden. 
It is over 3600 feet in height, and is skirted by 
the Long Trail on its eastern slope. 

The Burlington Section have issued their 
schedule of outings for the first half of 1939. 
They are 11 in number, including East Woods, 
Feb. 4, Butler lodge Feb. 22, moonlight hike to 
Red Rocks March 3, anniversary hike to Taylor 
lodge March 11-12, skiing at Stowe April 2,(?) 
Taft lodge April 15-16, early morning bird hike 
(bring breakfast), April 30, French camp, May 
7, Mt. Dix, Adirondacks, May 21, Annual 
meeting of Club, May 27-28, Trail clearing, 
June 3-4. 

The annual report of the Worcester Section 
for 1938 states that their camps at Stratton 
Pond were uninjured by the September hurri
cane, but that about 100 more trees than usual 
were down on their section of the Trail. The 
treasurer reports cash on hand of $525 in the 
general fund, and $432 in local camp fund. There 
are 150 members. Their program of outings, 17 
in number, extending to June 24,(includes annual 
sugaring off, March 25, annual trail clearing 
party, April 23, annual business meeting at 
Long Trail Lodge, May 27, Mt. Greylock, June 
10-11, strawberry festival, June 24. Also three 
business meetings, of which they have several 
during each year. 

At the annual meeting of the Killington 
(Rutland) Section Robert W. Simon, landscape 
architect of the State department of conservation 
and development, spoke on the development of 
recreational facilities by the State in its various 
parks. He gave credit to the CCC for its aid in 
these projects. The schedule of outings of this 
Section is as follows: 

Sunday, March 19th, 11 A. M.-Hike to 
Clarendon Camp; Saturday, April 15th, 5:30 
P. M.-Maple Sugar Party; Sunday, May 7th, 
7 A. M.-Bird Walk & Breakfast. 

The sugaring-off party will be at Dr. Marshall's 
camp. Chief syrup boiler Cola J. Cleveland is 
in charge. As this is the day of the trustees' 
meeting, it is hoped that most of them will plan 
to stay and enjoy sugaring-off new maple syrup 
with us. 


