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ANNUAL MEETING 

'l'he adjourned annual meeting of 
the Club was held May 28 at the Long 
Trail Lodge. The attendance at the 
meeting was about 75, with others out 
walking or who came later, making 
the aggregate attendance 100 or more. 
w·orcester sent 21 representatives, and 
New York an equal number. It was the 
best attended and most interesting 
meeting on Tecord, and the vote was 
unanimous against returning to winter 
meetings. There was some difference 
of opinion a..'; between pring and fall 
meetjugs, and it was decided to hold 
the next meeting in October next, as 
an experiment, to compare it in desira
bility with a spring meeting. The by
laws will be amended to change the 
date of the meeting, when that is 
settled. 

There were reports from all of the 
Sections except the Proctor and Wyano
kie Sections. Dr. L. H. Ross reported 
for Bennington that that Section was 
in good condition :financially, and thefr 
pa.rt of the Trail was kept well cleared, 
but their oamps, Seth Warner and 
'l'heudara, need repairing, and Lhe ec
tion is ready to pay the co t if repaired 
by the patrol. 

The Worcester Section reported by 
i ts presid nt, E. . Lewis, that the 
average atte1tdanc at its outing the 
past year wa 32. It is in trong finan
cial condition, with ov r $600 in the 
tren. Ul'y, be. ides a special ftmd to be 
u ed for bttilding a local camp. L. L . 
Bigelew reported that the part of the 
Trail maintained by the Section and 
their camps were ilt good condition . 
Hedgehogs had eaten mo -t of the ruber
oid roofing on one cabin, but that would 
be replaced by a me al covering. 

E. L. Bigelow for the Manche ter 
Section tated that it was rejuvenating, 
a good word with an encouraging 

-.:s 

meaning. Their Bromley lodge has 
proved popular with trail travelers, 
one man liking it so well that he made 
it his summer home, acting as voluntary 
caretaker. 

Willis Ross and C. S. Perkins for 
the Killington Section reported that 
work had been done on their part of 
the Trail, which was now considered 
in good condition. They conducted 
several outings during the past winter. 

Prof. P. C. Voter for the Middlebury 
Section stated that their section of 
the Trail and the camps under their 
supervision were kept up and were at 
that time in good condition. A part 
of the Trail formerly cared for by them 
is now embraced in the National Forest. 

Mr. R. M. Burns, president of the 
New York Section, said their member-
bip at present numbered 290, which 

they expected to in.crease in the near 
future by 75 to 100. He mentioned the 
joint meetings which had been held 
with the Worcester Section, hoped these 
would continue, and that other Sections 
would join with them. This Section 
have the care, wholly or partially, of 
about 300 miles of local trails, besides 
their part of the Long Trail in Vermont. 
Tb y have instituted a series of talks 
by Vermonters about Vermont, to in-
tmct their members, particularly the 

younger ones, about Vermont, its moun
tains and trails. Mr. Proctor and Mr. 
Fay have already spoken to them. 

Prof. R. 0. Buchanan spoke for the 
Burlington Section, and stated that 
the four camps in their charge were 
well cared for, as well as t heir part of 
tbe Trail. They had a regular schedule 
f walks or outing every fortnight, 

includino: canoe trips, visits to the 
Adironcla ·k , bird hik s, for the study 
of birds, and a new one, a go-to-church 
hike. They averaged 25 on these trips 
for the last year. 
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Capt. R. H. Dorney represented the 
St. Albans Section, and said they never 
had any money in the treasury because 
they spent it all on the Trail. They 
had some good trail workers, and took 
good care of their part of the Trail and 
their four camps. 

F. W. Mould, formerly of Morrisville, 
veteran trail builder, who for years 
cut and maintained trails and built 
cabins in the vicinity of Morrisville 
single handed, described the condition 
of the Trail between the Burlington and 
St. Albans Sections. 

State Forester P. H. Merrill brought 
with him plans for the Cooper memorial 
lodge to be built on Killington Peak. 
He stated that a stone building had 
been decided on, one that would defy 
the hedgehogs and the weather. Work 
will start on this very soon. A vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr. Proctor for 
the land, and to Mr. Merrill and the 
State for the building. 

Complaint was made that the National 
Forest Service had removed some of 
the large Trail signs at the intersection 
of highways and the Trail, and replaced 
them · with small signs. Their right to 
do this was questioned. 

An electric wild flower chart, similar 
to the bird chart which has been a 
popular feature for some time, has been 
installed in the lobby. It enables the 
bird lover to test his knowledge of bird 
nomenclature. 

The program for the meeting as 
announced was carried out pretty nearly, 
except that on account of rainy weather 
the trip to t he Taconics Sunday was 
given up, and a picnic supper served 
at Mr. Proctor's Pico pond instead. 
About forty attended. Monday the 
party scattered, some startjng on Long 
Trail trips, others heading toward home. 

At the trustees' meeting in March 
Capt. Congdon advocated a shaking 
up in the board of trustees, and the 
infusion of new and younger blood. 
He was appointed chairman of a com
mittee to nominate a new board, but 
he failed to appear at this meeting, 
so lost the chance to carry out his idea. 
The nominating committee appointed 
by the chai1· took the easiest way out 
by naming t he same old board, who 
'\Vere re-elected. This board held a 
meeting after the adjournment of the 
CI ub meeting and followed the pre
cedent set them by said nominating 
committee, and re-elected all of the 
officers by one vote. T he names of the 
trustees and officers [ollow: Tru. tees : 

Mortimer R. Proctor, Proctor; Earl 
A. Boyce, Proctor; Wallace M. Fay, 
Proctor; W. M. Ross, Rutland; E. S. 
Marsh, Brandon; Prof. P. C. Voter, 
Middlebury; Prof. L. B. Puffer, Burling
ton; E. E. Smith, Burlington; Capt. 
H. W. Congdon, Arlington; E. L. 
Bigelow, Manchester; Dr. L. H. Ross, 
Bennington; State Forester P. H. Mer
rill, Montpelier; Prof. W. C. O'Kane, 
Durham, N. H.; C. J. Hawley, Wor
cester, Mass.; J. A. Allis, New York 
City; W. S. Atwood, New York. 

Officers: President, Prof. Puffer; Vice 
president, Prof. Voter; Treasurer, E. A. 
Boyce; Clerk, W. M. Ross; Secretary, 
Miss Lula M. Tye; Auditor, J. A. Allis; 
Editor Long Trail News, E. S. Marsh; 
Cartographer, Prof. Puffer; Editor of 
guide book, Prof. Voter. 

FROM THE SECTIONS 

New York 
This Section issued its comprehensive 

annual i·eport 1mder date of March 
25. Their budget provides $325 for 
Vermont trail and $55 dues t o the 
parent Club. ,?The Board of Direct ors 
has given a good deal of considera tion 
t o methods of timulating interest in 
the Long Trail on the part of members 
unfamiliar with Vermont and the enjoy
ment of walking on this unique trail. 
Summer encampments sponsored by the 
Section have not been particularly 
successful. As a matter of fact, the Long 
Trail does not well lend itself to walking 
from a central headquarters. Rather it 
is a 'path through the wilderness' to 
be pursued day after day with a new 
camp every night. The Board has 
authorized a campaign of advertising 
the Long Trail in the Bulletin." 

On March 1 the membership was 278, 
and a feature was its wide geographical 
distribution, 116 residing in New York 
and Brooklyn, 88 in suburban New 
Jersey, and the others in 14 stat es, 
including 2 from ermont, in Washing
t on, D. C., and t wo foreign countries. 

During t he year Sunday outings were 
held on 44 Sundays. 

The activities of this Section are not 
confined to trail work and walks. There 
is an entertainment committee which 
provides dinner meetings at various 
restaurants and hotels, followed by 
talks or lectures on mountain climbing, 
illustrated by slides or moving pictures. 
The high spot of these entertainments 
is the annual dinner dance, which took 
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place in January at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel. 

The report of the Vermont trail and 
shelter committee showed that the net 
cost of maintaining their part of the 
Trail (the Monroe Skyline) after credit
ing certain receipts, was $237. This 
report contains a somewhat lengthy 
discussion of the problem of the rebuild
ing of Batten lodge, burned in 1937. 
This was located in the National Forest, 
but it appears that the Forest Service 
are not able to rebuild it at present. 
It has been suggested that the cost 
(about $400) be divided between the 
New York Section and the parent Club, 
but no decision had been reached at 
the date of the report. 

The Section have decided that they 
should enlarge the membership, by the 
addition of more younger people, and a 
membership committee was appointed 
with that end in view, with good results 
to date. 

Skiing has become a major diversion 
for the members when snow is available, 
and the skiing committee make their 
report. The season was not much of a 
success, owing to lack of snow. For 
next season the suggestion is made that 
arrangements for joint outings be made 
with the Worcester and Burlington 
Sections. 

The quarterly bulletin of the Section 
containing the schedule of walks and 
Camp Thendara week-ends from May 
to July is out. Each bulletin now carries 
on the last page some piquant comments 
and bits of information about the Long 
Trail. 

Worcester 
This Section sent a large delegation 

to the annual meeting of the Club May 
28. After the meeting they drove to Dr. 
Cobb's house at Stratford where they 
remained over Sunday. On that day 
the mountaineers enjoyed a tramp over 
the Glencliff trail, west side of Moose
lauke, while others rambled over Strat
ford hills. George F. E. Story was to be 
one of the leaders of the party, but the 
day prior to the start he met with a 
serious accident by falling down an 
elevator shaft, and was unable to go. 
The sympathy and best wishes of his 
many friends at the meeting and else
where are extended to him. 

Wyanokie 

This is principally a walking club, 
of about thirty members. They have 
a walk every Sunday, and their spring 
schedule shows one joint walk with the 
New York Section, and one with the 
Torrey Botanical Club. On the week
end of May 28-30 they went on a more 
extended trip to Mt. Everett, Taconic 
Park, with headquarters at Jug End 
Barn. Some of the walks include supper. 

WHO ARE YOU, MR. HIKER? 
By MARK G. PIERCE 

On returning from any of the frequent 
outings with the Green Mountain Club, 
one always feels like telling his neighbors 
and friends about the splendid hike 
out-of-doors and over the crests of 
rolling hills that he has enjoyed. The 
question then arises, as he describes his 
club and its activities, as to what a 
hiker really is, and just how such an 
ardent out-door fan may be adequately 
portrayed in a few words. 

Ask a Caretaker 

Rather than ask another hiker, who 
might be unable to properly judge an
other of his same type, one can better 
ask a caretaker, who is visited by thou
sands of hikers every summer and in 
his effort to satisfy their needs makes 
an unconscious study of their types. 
For these caretakers located at the 
various log cabin shelters on the Long 
Trail can tell you what a hiker is. At 
least two or three thousand who climb 
to Taft Lodge on Mt. Mansfield or 
leisurely ascend by foot the other sum
mits of the G:i:een Mountains and 
register during the months of July and 
August in a caretaker's log book will 
be likely simultaneously to register in 
his mind as some of the finest and most 
congenial persons he has ever met.· The 
author of this brief article having been 
a caretaker of Taft Lodge believes that 
he himself is qualified to make some 
general remarks about the character
istics of hikers, for he has found they 
definitely and universally have certain 
proclivities in common. 

Enthusiasm 

A mountain climber or trail walker 
not only possesses abundant enthusi-
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asm for the hardy life of the open, 
thereby being like the rugged hills 
themselves, but radiates his love for 
the hidden spirit of the wilderness so 
that he potently and clearly reveals 
to others the mysteries of Nature, its 
invigorating sturdiness and its charm. 
A hiker of mountains-man or woman, 
boy or girl-has an enthusiasm which 
is like a cheerfully blazing fireplace in 
an otherwise cold and chilly room, 
without which life is drab and pale, 
but with which one finds his daily cares 
eliminated by communion with primi
tive nature. 

Hikers are self-disciplined. Property 
owners unacquainted with hikers are 
sometimes reluctant to give rights of 
way for trails, but those owners who 
know hikers best gladly give permission, 
without reservation, to established out
ing and mountain climbing organiza
tions. Owners from Canada to Massa
chusetts allowed the Green Mountain 
Club to construct the Long Trail the 
entire length of Vermont; now they 
welcome its maintenance and continu
ous development. They grant the Club 
permission to cut trees, so that more 
than fifty cabins already furnish shelter 
along the Trail. Most of these cabins 
are free to all walking enthusiasts, 
whose self-discipline includes a due 
respect for property. 

Hikers are cordial-a jolly lot. While 
living on prepared foods, evaporated 
and condensed, they enjoy referring 
to their "de-hibernated food" or "con
demned milk." One man cooks a whole 
meal for a party of four over a handful 
of dry shavings found in the shelter, 
and then declaring he must leave as 
much wood as he found, he departs 
with a mighty ax and returns with 
enough to build a bonfire to dry out a 
hiker who may have walked through 
an all-day rain! 

NOTES 

The Watters farm, which was leased to the 
Brandon State School for some years, and where 
the Du Val trail formerly started, has been re
turned to its owners, Mr. and Mrs. Watters, 
who have taken possession, so that this trail 
now begins there, instead of some distance to 
the south, as has been the case since the date 
of the lease. 

The move to have correspondents in each 
Section to send to the News items of interest for 
publication, already shows good results. We 
have an interesting batch of news from our 
largest Section, New York; Worcester, the 
second largest, has always kept us informed, 
and Wyanokie, our youngest Section, in New 
Jersey, is shown to be active, with their weekly 
walks and outings. We hope to hear from these 
Sections regularly, and the others will no doubt 
respond in the course of time, as news accumu
lates. 

The Adirondack Mountain Club has issued 
its constitu£lon,-by::Y~ws-a"ii«f;.~ter of members 
in pamphlet form. This is something the Green 
Mountain Club should do. It has done it several 
times, but at very long intervals, the last such 
publication being dated 1930, and now obsolete. 
Members like to see their names in print occas
ionally, know who their fellow members are, 
and realize that they are members of a real 
Club. With the constitution a.nd by-laws as 
amended, it would be a valuable reference book, 
and would stimulate and encourage member
ship. 

Mr. J. A. Allis, who was appointed by the 
trustees to investigate and report whether there 
was some peak on the Trail in the vicinity of 
Mt. Horrid not named which might be named 
Farr Peak, in memory of Mr. Farr, an early 
benefactor of the Club, reported at the annual 
meeting that there were several unnamed peaks 
between Goshen Mountain and Bloodroot 
Mountain, the highest 3,525 feet, according to 
the guidebook. He thought one of these might 
be suitable, but would withhold final judgment 
till after he had made a personal inspection of 
this territory, which he will do in June. 

In a recent issue we quoted from an article 
in Appalachia describing a tramp over the Long 
Trail, including a statement that the "worst 
cooking fireplace in the Green Mountains" was 
at Laura Woodward camp. We now make the 
belated correction that the fireplace referred to 
is not at the Laura Woodwa.rd camp, but at 
Jay camp. We have interviewed Capt. Dorney, 
of the St. Albans Section, on this, and he assures 
us that there is not a word of truth in the state
ment. He says that with a competent operator 
it works perfectly, and if it does not it is entirely 
due to the incompetence of the cook. He says 
that he is about to add to it an upper story 
made of metal, which will act as a sort of chim
ney, when it will perform even better than here
tofore. 
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