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ANNUAL MEETING OF TRUSTEES 

This occurred at the Hotel Berwick, 
Rutland, on March 13. The meeting 
was called to order by President L. B. 
Puffer at 11 a.m. 

The guide-book committee reported 
that the material for the new edition 
was well in hand, and that the book would 
appear in good time for the coming 
season. It was decided to print 2,500 
copies. The previous edition is entirely 
exhausted and orders are awaiting the 
new edition. 

The matter of the Club's attitude 
toward skiing came up for discussion, 
and the unanimous feeling was that it 
should co-operate with any clubs or 
organizations formed to promote this 
winter sport, and offer any facilities it 
has for use in this connection. The presi
dent was authorized to appoint a com
mittee for this purpose. 

The former Fred Tucker camp in 
Hazen's Notch will remain where it is, 
and will hereafter be known as the 
Hazen's Notch Camp. A new memorial 
Tucker camp will be built this year in 
the vicinity of Long Trail Lodge. 

A letter received from the New York 
Section stated that that Section would 
have an encampment this year, similar 
to the one last summer, this time on or 
near Mt. Mansfield. 

C. J. Cleveland, chairman of the 
committee on the Cooper memorial 
lodge, reported progress. No steps had 
yet been taken in the actual raising of 
funds, but support had been pledged by 
the Sections and individual members. 
The cost was estimated at about $1,000. 
Encouragement had been received from 
the State Forester that the State would 
aid in the project, provided that the 
Club acquire title to at least one acre of 
land about the site. He thought that 
this could be accomplished. There was 
discussion as to the best material for a 

cabin in that location, and the general 
feeling was that one built of logs would 
be the least expensive and the most 
durable of any that had been suggested 
as practicable. 

The folder "Short Trips on the Long 
Trail" has proved very popular, and 
the supply being exhausted it was voted 
to publish another edition this year of 
8,000 copies, the Club t.o circulate 5,000 
of these and the State 3,000. 

E. A. Boyce, chairm1tn of the house 
committee of Long Trail Lodge, an
nounced that a new cabin would be built 
at the Lodge this year to accommodate 
guests, and that the Club might have a 
one-half interest in same, if desired. As 
the Club investment last year in a simi
lar cabin proved highly profitable, it 
was voted to take a half interest in this 
new one, at a cost not to exceed $600. 

The sum of $2,350 was appropriated 
to meet this year's budget requirements, 
the principal items of which were $800 
for the patrol, $200 toward a truck for 
the patrol's use, $400 for the secretary, 
salary and expenses, $600 for the guide
book, $150 for the Long Trail News, 
$100 for the Short Trip folder. 

The old board of officers appeared to 
have given satisfaction, as they were re
elected, with the exception of Prof. 
R. H. White as editor of the guide-book 
instead of Prof. Voter. Chairman of 
committees were elected as follows: 
Trails and shelters, W. M . Ross; pub
licity and membership, C. T. Hawley of 
the Worcester Section; nomenclature, 
Capt. H. W. Congdon; patrol, W. M. 
Fay; Long Trn.il Lodge house committee, 
E. A. Boyce. 

The trustees present were Prof. L. B. 
Puffer, W. M. Fay, J. A. Allis, New 
Yo1·k; E. E. Smith, E. . far h, Prof. 
P. . Voter, apt. H. W. Congdon, E. 
A. Boyce, W. M. Ros., •,. L. Bigelow. 

thers who attend cl and acted as proxies 
for some of the absent were Prof. R. 0 . 
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Buchanan of Burlington, R. M. Burns, 
New York, Prof. R. H. White and Miss 
L. M. Tye. 

THE C. P. COOPER MEMORIAL 

We who knew Cooper loved him. 
Cheerful, quiet, industrious, and full of 
enthusiasm for The Long Trail and 
everything connected with it, nothing 
could be better as a memorial to him 
than a new camp. The Trustees have 
approved the 't , n ar the summit of 
.Killington Peak, nothing now remains 
bu to raj e the n ce · ary funds. 

This is easy in and about Rutland; but 
it is felt that it would not be fair to the 
many who have benefited by Cooper's 
vision and labor to limit the gifts to 
those who lived nearby. There are many 
members-at-large who have cause to 
arise and call him blessed, and who will 
wan(, to expr , . their aratitude by on-
ributing t'o thi m morial. Will uch 

plea r mi t their gif to h Ru land 
office, markin them for the ooper 
M em rial. And, a work will begin 
almost any time now, will they please 
do it promptly? 

THE NEW G. M. C. ARM INSIGNIA 

Most of the out-door clubs are using 
some sort of arm device to identify their 
members, both when indulging in winter 
sports and on the trail, and a real de
mand from our members being apparent, 
the trustees have adopted sleeve-insignia 
illustrated herewith, after study by a 

committee of the insignia already in use 
by several of our Sections. 

Sections may add lettering, if they 
see fit, to give the device a local sig
nificance, but perhaps the greater economy 
possible through a uniform device sold 
through the secretary's office will make 
the device illustrated more popular. 

The illustration indicates a pearl
grey felt circle 3 X inches in diameter 
bearing the device shown embroidered 
in green silk with white letters. It is a 
very g od l oking affair and a proper 
w&y of giving proper and u cled pub
li ity to otu· Jul ; a lthough in Yi.ew of 
(.h · hy mode. ty tha w hnv pr · viou ly 
hown, perhaps a v iolet would ha.ve b en 

a better device than a pine-tree! 
The insignia may be bought for 30c 

postpaid from Miss L. M. Tye at the 
G. M. C. office in Rutland, and are 
usually worn on the left sleeve of parka 
or shirt; midway between shoulder and 
elbow; although fashions seem to vary 
in this. 

THE CLUB AND THE 
U. S. FOREST SERVICE 

The Burlington Free Press, comment
ing on a tat ment made at the annual 
meeting f th lub in January that 
the op rati n, of th .r ational Forest 
service would in no way interfere with 
the Long Trail, calls this "rather an 
astonishing statement,'' and goes on 
to draw an inference that the members 
of the Club are concerned over the future 
plans of the Green Mountain National 
Forest development, "Are we to under
stand," it asks, "that the Green Moun
tain Club people are fearful that the 
Federal forest service will consider them 
as despoilers of the forests and order 
them off the land?" "What a joke that 
would be,'' it says, "after they have set 
themselves up these many years as 
protectors of the unspoiled wilderness!" 

This would be a case of making a 
mountain out of a mole hill, if there had 
been any mole hill to rt with. P1· I. 
Louis B. Puffer, pr itl ·n of th Jub, 
neatly disposes of this ab urdity in a 
letter to the Fr e Pre • . .Alter pointing 
out that the relations between the U. S. 
forest service and the Club have been 
cordial and friendly from the first, and 
that the former has cooperated with the 
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THE WAMPAHOOFUS ON THE TRAIL 

The ferocious beast in the act of devouring a luckless hiker. 

Club and taken over the maintenance of To the Editor of the Long Trail News: 
its trails and shelters where located in Sir: 
its domain, he says: "The assumption I have climbed the slopes and peaks 
that the Green Mountain Club is 'con- of the Green Mountains for many decades 
cerned' about what the forestry service now, and for years have been a member 
may do to the forests of Vermont, or of your esteemed and praise-worthy 
'fearful' lest we be ordered to roll up club. Now advancing age and arthritis 
the Long Trail and remove it from will keep me from the hills and the Long 
National Forest property, is indeed a Trail until the Club sees fit to provide 
joke to those who know the facts, and basket chairs and porters at the available 
the writer would do no more than laugh approaches-a situation that is not 
at it, were it not that many readers of presumably far away if the progressive 
the editorial may not have realized just deterioration of our young people con
what the joke was." tinues, and if in their automobiles they 

THE WAMPAHOOFUS 

(In a former issue we queried as to 
the meaning of the word "Wampa
hoofus." The following letter explains 
it. We are glad to present this learned 
exposition of this abstruse subject. But 
we must express our regret at the writer's 
closing statement. The loss of a member 
of such profound erudition would be a 
heavy blow to the Club. We trust he will 
reconsider. If necessary to pacify him, 
we should favor a change of this (to 
him) obnoxious name to something less 
irritating.) 

Wappington Place, 
East Tonkley Common, Vt. 

Jan. 29, 1937. 

continue to develop callouses where 
callouses were never meant to be. But 
I write this merely to advise you of my 
heartfelt interest in the good of the 
Club so that the criticism which follows 
will not seem carping or unduly harsh. 
I have no wish to wound unjustly any 
member though in my present state of 
indignation it will be difficult to main
tain that attitude. 

The matter, Sir, to which I refer is 
the outrageous title that has been given 
one of the trails on the side of Mt. Mans
field. As I was perusing the last issue 
of the Long Trail Guide Book, I came 
on the unbelievable title The W ampa
hoofus Trail. I ascertained from my 
son that a Professor Buchanan had 
given the title to the trail, and I imme
diately penned him a civil but cool query 
as to why he had given this ridiculous 
title to a trail of his own devising. He 
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replied in laconic fashion that he had 
seen on the trail a rock which resembled 
a W ampahoofus. I asked him again, still 
in most civil fashion, mind you, if he 
had ever seen a \Vampahoofus. He replied 
that he had not. 

Sir, the situation is, not only undig
nified; it is intolerable. A young man 
with an idle fancy, ignorant of scientific 
lore, makes a deplorable error, letting a 
mischievous imagination overrule the 
honor due an honorable and worthy 
Club. He is to be censured and to be 
forgiven, but what shall we say of the 
officials of the Club who deliberately 
have given this title the permanence of 
ink? ln printing this title they have 
flouted American history, they have 
ignored the traditions of their own 
state, they have shown their ignorance 
of the Nature that they have set out 
so sedulously to guard. 

It should be unnecessary to point 
out that references to the Wampa
hoofus warm in very arly 1 ok writt n 
about N w England, fr m he r port of 

aptain Gosnold, one of the en..r.liest 
visitor. to our oa , through Wood, 
who wrote his magnificent Prospect of 
New England within a decade of the 
Pilgrims arrival, down to the account 
of Isaac W is , the Swiss physician who 
made his remarkabl trip up through 
the Green Mountains shortly before the 
Revolution. I believe that the Wampa
hoofusalsoappears in Audubon's sketch
es of the mammals of North America, 
though I have no copy in my library of 
that famous set and cannot immediately 
check that statement. I wish to be fair; 
I will rest my case entiTely on the most 
pertinent of these reference , the Latin 
account that 1\ifr. W i publi h d of his 
journeys entitled De M ontibus Viridis. 
In 177 4, he was in and around the 
Mount Mansfield section and was, I 
believe, entertained by Ethan Allen. It 
is said that Ethan Allen mentions him 
in his Oracle of Reason, but as I have 
never deigned to read the works of 
that roaring Unbeliever, I can not be 
sure. 

I venture with some misg1vmgs to 
translate the reference that Mr. Weiss 
makes to the Wampahoofus. I wish to 
cast no slur on the learning of the officials 
of the Club, but if this letter is to be 
published, there will be people to read 
it who will be ignorant of the tongue of 

scholars. On July 25th, 177 4, the diary 
of Mr. Weiss contains this entry: 
"Today I dined with a farmer in the 
valley called Pleasant Vale, who fed 
me a most succulent stew of an animal 
which he called a vampacufus. It is, he 
says, an animal native to these parts 
though it is rapidly becoming extinct 
because of the ease with which it is cap
tivated. It is an animal of about the 
bigness of a hedgepig (this statement 
alone is enough to prove the ridiculous 
nature of :Mr. Buchanan's nomenclature) 
whose chief peculiarity is that the legs 
on one side of the body are longer than 
those on the other. This peculiarity 
enables the animal to dwell with equani
mity and content upon its natural 
habitat-a round and grassy hill. I see 
in this provision of Nature the workings 
of a gracious Providence, 'There's a 
Providence which shapes our ends.' " 
(Here the good doctor is quoting or 
rather misquoting from the Bard; I 
include the quotation, though it is 
frivolous, merely because it shows the 
doctor to have been a man of wide read
ing.) Elsewhere the doctor describes 
his chase and capture of the animal. It is 
he says, "a small and timid creature 
covered with a coat of fine reddish hair; 
its eyes are staring and rabbitlike; its 
ears are short and pointed; the nose, 
flat and bulbous; the mouth, tiny and 
pouting.'' It is unfortunate, of course, 
that no scientific terms were available 
to the doctor for his description, but the 
appearance of the animal is made exact 
enough. Need I go further? I enclose 
photographs of the rock which Profes~or 
Buchanan miscalled. · 

I shall, Sir, consider myself rio longer 
a member of the Club until this matter 
is rectified. 

Eleazer Wappington. 

NOTES 

The trustees will have a special meeting in 
June to survey the situation, and make any plans, 
preparations and arrangements thought advis
able to insure a succe..<1Sful season on the Trail. 

The Burlington Section have an ambitious 
program of outings for the spring. It includes a 
visit to Lake Dunmore, a "bird hike," evidently 
in search of the proverbial early bird, as the 
notation is "Bring breakfast"; a trip to the 
Adirondacks, and another t tbe Wbjte Moun
tains. Also an annual sugar party. A good show
ing, indicating interest, enterprise and enthu
siasm. 


